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A DVERTIS EMENT.

-º-

HAVING found our account of Cheſhire, unavoidably extend

to a much greater length than we expected, we have been obliged,

contrary to our original intention, to cloſe our ſecond volume with

out proceeding further than that county. When its importance is

confidered, we flatter ourſelves it will not be thought that a

greater portion of ſpace has been allotted to this ſubject, than it is

entitled to ; and we truſt that the great maſs of unpubliſhed

materials relating to Cheſhire, which we have had occaſion to

examine, will ſufficiently account for the delay of the publication

of this part of our work.





LIST OF P L AT E S.

C H E S H I R. E.

Page

I. Map of the County, - - - - - - -- 297

II. Roman Altar, found at Cheſter in the year 1693, in the poſſeſſion

of the Rev. Charles Preſcot, - - • - 429

III. Roman Altar, found at Cheſter in 1779, in the poſſeſſion of

John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton, M.P. - - - - 430

IV. Roman Antiquities, at Cheſter, - - - - - 431

W. Plan of St. John's Church in Cheſter, - - - - 437

VI. Internal Elevation of part of the Nave of St. John's Church, 437

VII. Specimens of Saxon Archite&ture in Cheſhire, - - 438

VIII. Internal Elevation of part of the Nave of Cheſter Cathedral, 439

IX. Eaſt View of Nantwich Church, -- - - - - 44O

X. Infide View of the North Tranſept, and part of the Chancel

of Nantwich Church, - - - - - 44O

XI. One of the Wooden Stalls in the Chancel of Nantwich Church, 440

XII. Graveſtones of Rad. de Valletorta in Cheſter Cathedral, and

John le Serjean in St. John’s Church at Cheſter, - - 444

XIII. Shrine of St. Werburgh, in Cheſter Cathedral, - - 445

XIV. Monument of Sir Hugh Calveley in Bunbury Church, - 446

XV. Monument of Sir Robert Fulſhurſt in Barthomley Church, - 447

XVI. Fragments of Sculptured Stone in the Chapter-houſe, at

Cheſter, &c., - - - -* - - 448

XVII. Plan of the Abbey of St. Werburgh at Cheſter, - - 452

XVIII. Plan of the Monaſtery of Benedićtine Nuns at Cheſter, &c., 453

XIX. Ruins of the Eaſt End of St. John's Church in Cheſter, 454.

* A 3. XX, Plan.



L I S T OF P L A T E S.

XX.

XXI.

XXII.

XXIII.

XXIV.

XXV.

XXVI.

XXVII.

XXVIII.

XXIX.

YXX.

XXXI.

XXXII.

XXXIII.

XXXIV.

XXXV.

Plan and Sketch of the Ancient Caſtle at Cheſter, -

View of Hugh Lupus’s-Hall, &c. - - - -

View of Saighton-Hall, one of the ſeats of the Abbots of Cheſter,

South Eaſt-View of Little-Moreton-Hall, - - - -

View of the South-ſide of the Court of Little-Moreton-Hall,

Flevation of Crewe-Hall, - - - - - e -

Four Sides of part of an ancient Croſs, remaining in the

Market-place at Sandbach, - - - - --

Four ſides of a fragment of another Croſs, which formerly

ſtood in the Market-place at Sandbach, now in the poſſeſſion

of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton, M. P. - - -

Plan and Elevation of as much as could be reſtored of the

- Sandbach Croſſes, - . - - - - -

Hugh Lupus’s Sword, &c. - - - - - -

Plan of the County-Hall, Gaol, &c., at Cheſter, - -

Part of the Nave and Cloiſters of Cheſter Cathedral, and of the

Biſhop's Palace adjoining - - - - -

North-Eaſt View of Cheſter Cathedral, - - -

Plan of Cheſter Cathedral, - - - - -

Plan of the City of Cheſter, - - - - -

The Court-yard of Hooton-Hall, the ancient Seat of the Stanley

Family, from a drawing in the Collečtion of the late William

Nichols Eſq., F. A. S. - - - - - -

C H E SH I R. E.

Page -

45.5

45.5

457

457

457

458

460

462

469

461

579

572

573

574.

6 Io

653





3%. Livrºn room. A.

- 1-1---wºr

-->

º

º

ºº
º ... / wºrnºgº

ºº:*:::sº º
ºrnº .

-

º

-

-

-

**º-

-

- ºrwa
º

-

-

Chesh.

Zowſon Pºebø//av/ .”vaev-Z, -

**



Wºoz-Azzºz.

º

*

-

"-ºx º' .

º
- -

º

– f * * * * * *-**

1.
Flºw ºf Gº.F- Tº

--
-

---





C H E S H H R E.

Ancient Inhabitants, and Government.

This county takes its name, (which is an abbreviation of Cheſter-ſhire, for

merly written Cea/re-Scyre,) from the ancient city of Cheſter. In the earlier

periods of our hiſtory, Cheſhire formed part of the territories of a Britiſh

tribe, called the Cornavii. When the Romans, after their invaſion of Britain,

divided it into two great diſtricts, this county was included in Britannia Superior,

the kingdom being afterwards ſubdivided into ſmaller provinces, it became part

of Flavia Caſarienſ. After the departure of the Romans, Cheſhire was repoſſeſſed

by the Britons, and excepting a temporary occupation of it by Ethelfrid, King of

Northumberland", appears to have eſcaped the Saxon yoke till the year 828",

when it was conquered by Egbert, under whom the Saxon heptarchy was united. .

After this it is probable that it formed part of the dominions of the laſt Mercian

kings, who were tributary to Egbert, and his ſucceſſors: it is certain that upon

the diviſion of England into three great diſtrićts by Alfred, Cheſhire was included

in the one called Mercen-lage, or the Mercian Juriſdićtion, and in the reign of

that monarch, and his ſon, Edward the Elder, it was ſucceſſively governed by

Ethelred, Duke of Mercia, and his widow Ethelfleda, Alfred's daughter. Al

though the petition of the men of Cheſhire to King Henry VI., in 1450°, intimates

as much, it does not appear, from any other records, that the ſucceeding Dukes

or Earls of Mercia, or of Cheſter, who governed this county under the Saxon and

Daniſh monarchs before the conqueſt, were inveſted with larger powers than

other governors of provinces; and it ſeems ſufficiently evident, that it was not

till the reign of William the Conqueror, that Cheſhire obtained the privileges of a

county palatine; that monarch having granted to his nephew, Hugh de Au

ranches, commonly called Hugh Lupus, the whole county of Cheſter to hold

as freely by the ſword, as he himſelf held the kingdom of England by the

* See p. 303. * Ralph Higden in Hiſt. Ang. Scrip. III. 252. * See p. 298.

Vol. II. Q_q Cl’OW In.
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crown". In conſequence of this extenſive grant, the Earl had his barons, one

of whom was hereditary conſtable, and another hereditary ſteward; aſſembled

parliaments; eſtabliſhed his courts of law, and exerciſed almoſt every act of

regal authority: his deſcendants continued to enjoy this ſovereignty till the death

of John, Earl of Cheſter, in 1237; who leaving no male iſſue, King Henry III.

ſeized on the county of Cheſter; gave other lands in lieu of it to the ſiſters of the

deceaſed earl, and beſtowed the earldom of Cheſter on his ſon, Prince Edward.

King Richard II. having erected it into a principality, among his other royal

titles, ſtyled himſelf Princeps Cºſtria : this ačt was abrogated by his ſucceſſor,

and Cheſhire again became a county palatine", and it continued under the .

King's eldeſt ſons, who from time to time were created Earls of Cheſter, to

be governed, as in the time of its ancient Earls, by a juriſdiction ſeparate from,

and independent of the parliament of England. In the reign of King Henry VI.

an attempt was made to infringe the privileges of the palatinate by the parliament

at Leiceſter, which iſſued a commiſſion for levying a ſubſidy in Cheſhire, in common

with the other counties. Upon this the abbots, priors, and clergy, the barons,

knights, eſquires, and commons of Cheſhire, preſented a petition to the King, in

which they ſtate that the Earls of Cheſter always had their high courts of parlia

ment, to hold at their wills; that fince the grant of the Earldom of Cheſter to

Hugh Lupus, to be held by the ſword, they had their court of common law, in

which, as by the common law of England, the tenor of the indićtments ran con

tra coronam et dignitatem, ſo in their court it was contra dignitatem gladii Cºſéria ;

that they had alſo their courts of chancery, of exchequer, and of common pleas;

and had never ſent any knights, citizens, or burgeſſes, to any parliament holden out

of the county'. The prayer of their petition was granted; they were diſcharged of the

levy of the ſubſidy, and their ſeparate juriſdićtion and privileges being recognized

and confirmed, remained in full force till the reign of King Henry VIII., when

they were much abridged; but ſome of their privileges were continued, and were

again confirmed in the year 1568, by Queen Elizabeth, who, by her patent of that

date, recognizes the powers of the juſtice of Cheſter, and of the chamberlain; an

officer, whoſe juriſdiction is deſcribed as being ſimilar to that of a chancellor: it is

declared by the ſame patent, that all pleas of lands and tenements, and all contračts,

cauſes, and matters, riſing and growing within the ſaid county, (except in caſes of

error, foreign plea, or foreign vouch,) could legally be tried within the county of

Cheſter only; and that the preſident and council of the principality of Wales had

* Camden. : Ibid. * The petition is printed in King's Vale Royal, p. 9–11.

IiO
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*

no juriſdićtion within the county or city of Cheſter: for the enjoyment of their

liberties, on the acceſſion of every new Earl, the county was to pay a fine of 3ooo

marks, called a mize 3.

The authority of the judges and officers of the great ſeſſion of the county pala

tine extends over the counties of Cheſter and Flint, and one ſeal is uſed for both

counties; the king's writ does not run in the county palatine, but all writs iſſuing

from the ſuperior courts are directed to the chamberlain, (and not to the ſheriff,

as in other counties,) who iſſues his mandate to the ſheriff. The preſent chamber

lain is Earl Cholmondeley, the vice-chamberlain Hugh Leyceſter, Eſq. who gene

rally preſides in the exchequer-court twice in the year: this court is conſidered as

analogous to the court of chancery, but it has juriſdiction in many legal, as

well as in all equitable caſes; the officers of the court are the chamberlain, vice

chamberlain, baron, (the ſame as a curfitor in chancery,) ſeal-keeper, filizer,

examiner, ſix clerks or attorneys of the court, and ſome inferior officers. The

aſſizes for the county are held at Cheſter; the Epiphany and Eaſter quarter.

feſtions at Cheſter; and the Midſummer and Michaelmas ſeſſions at Knutsford.

The two latter ſeſſions were formerly held at Nantwich and Northwich; they were

removed from Nantwich about the year 1760, and from Northwich about 1784.

In ancient times capital offences in this county were puniſhed by beheading: an

ancient MS. relating to the Earls of Cheſter informs us, that the ſerjeants or

bailiffs of the Earls had power to behead any malefactor or thief who was appre

hended in the fact, or againſt whom guilt was proved by ſufficient witneſſes, or

confeſſion, before four inhabitants of the place; or rather, before four inhabitants

of the four neighbouring towns. Then follows an account of the preſenting of

ſeveral heads of felons at the caſtle of Cheſter, by the Earl’s ſerjeants; and it

appears that the beheading of malefactors was the uſual mode of execution in

this county; for in a roll of the third year of King Edward II, it is called the

cuſtom of Cheſhire".

Among the extenſive powers exerciſed by the ancient Eals of Cheſter, one of

the moſt ſingular was that of granting the protection of Sančtuary to criminals.

This power, which has been generally ſuppoſed to have belonged, excluſively, to

the church, was the ſource of much emolument to the Earls; who received fines

from all ſuch perſons, when they came to reſide under their protection, a heriot

at their death, and in caſe of their dying without iſſue, claimed their goods

and chattels. It appears that theſe profits were farmed under the Earl in the

reign of King Edward II . Hoole-heath near Cheſter, Over-marſh near Farndon,

* Vale Royal, 12–15. * See Watſon's Hiſtory of Halifax, p. 227. * I ſar!. MSS.

Nº 2cc). f. 34. b.

Q q 2 - and
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and Rud-heath near Middlewich, were the principal receptacles for ſuch

fugitive ſtrangers as ſought protection in the Earl's territories; but that

the privilege of ſančtuary was not confined to thoſe waſtes, is apparent from

Ranulph de Blundeville's charter to his barons, in which he allows ſtrangers to

ſettle on their eſtates as retainers ; but reſerves to himſelf the fines payable by

criminals, who ſhould reſort to them for protection. It ſeems, however, that in

ſome inſtances the Earls delegated the power of protećting criminals: King

Edward I. in his charter to the abbot of Vale Royal, the Earldom of Cheſter

being then veſted in the crown, grants to him the privilege of ſančtuary", or

protection of felons, on all his lands; and this right was ſucceſsfully maintained

many years afterwards in a quo warranto'. The power over minſtrells and

meretrices, granted by the Earl of Cheſter to John Lacy, and by him delegated

to Hugh Dutton and his heirs, was a branch of this ſyſtem of protećtion". -

It may be obſerved, that this protection of criminals was of a more unlimited

nature than that afforded by the church, which was confined to pariſh churches,

cathedrals, and other conſecrated buildings, and a certain ſpace around them; in

moſt inſtances not extending farther than the cemetery, and in point of time was

reſtricted to forty days, and that only as preparatory to baniſhment from the

realm ; whereas, under the protećtion of the Earls of Cheſter, felons and other

criminals eſcaping from any part of the kingdom, ſo long as they demeaned

themſelves peaceably, were entitled to protection during life. The continued

exerciſe of this privilege, by means of which Cheſhire became the common

receptacle of perſons whoſe crimes had driven them from their own country,

ſeems to have had, as might have been expected, a moſt pernicious effect upon

the morals of its inhabitants. In the reign of King Henry IV., in conſequence of

“ grievous clamour and complaint made to the King, of many murders, man

ſlaughters, robberies, batteries, and other riots and offences done by people of

the county of Cheſter to divers of the King's liege people in divers counties of

England,” an act of parliament was paſſed by which they were made liable to

outlawry and forfeiture of goods.

Under the juriſdićtion of the Earls of Cheſter, debtors alſo had peculiar pri

vileges: it was an ancient cuſtom, that if a debtor ſhould come into the court of

* Expreſſed by the word Advocarias. Advocaria in ancient charters ſometimes ſignifies

protection, and ſometimes a fine paid for it. See Dufreſhe’s Gloſſary in terlo. In ſome

ancient inſtruments written in Engliſh, theſe fines are called Advowries.

* Extracts from the Leger Book of Vale Royal Abbey among Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Collections

at Tabley. * In a record of 23 Edw. I. it is expreſſed by the term advocariam.—See an

account of this juriſdićtion in the deſcription of Dutton, in the pariſh of Great Budworth.

5 Exchequer
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Exchequer at Cheſter, and there ſwear that he would pay his debts as ſoon as he

was able, the officers of that court granted a writ in the nature of a protećtion,

by virtue of which he was at liberty to go where he pleaſed, unmoleſted by his

creditors. A fimilar cuſtom, with reſpect to debtors, exiſted alſo in the city of

Cheſter from very ancient times: any freeman having been impriſoned for a debt,

and being unable to pay it, on going before the mayor and ſheriffs, and ſwearing

that he would pay the debt as ſoon as he was able, reſerving to himſelf only

“ mean ſuſtentation,” had a right to be diſcharged from his impriſonment.

This is ſtated' in a record of the claims of the city to various privileges in the

reign of King Henry VII."; but about fifty years afterwards the praćtice appears

to have been ſomewhat different, for by the Records of the Corporation * it

appears, that then any freeman, impriſoned for debt, upon petitioning the mayor

and aldermen, and declaring that he was unable to pay the debt, was allowed

to reſide in what was called “the free-houſe;” to walk at large within the

liberties of the ſaid houſe "; to attend divine ſervice at St. John's church without

the north gate; but not to go into any dwelling-houſe. The above-mentioned

privilege of the county debtors was taken away by an ačt of parliament in the

34th year of King Henry VIII. It does not appear that the privilege of the

city debtors has ever been aboliſhed, but it has long grown into diſuſe.

In the 32d year of King Henry VIII. an ačt of parliament was paſſed for

aboliſhing the privilege of ſančtuary in all places throughout the realm, except

in churches, hoſpitals, and church-yards; and excluding from its benefits, even

in conſecrated places, all ſuch perſons as ſhould be guilty of murder, rape,

highway robbery, burglary, houſe-burning, or ſacrilege. By this act Mancheſter,

Derby, York, Northampton, Norwich, Weſtminſter, Wells, and Launceſton were

made ſančtuaries for term of life for all perſons guilty of minor offences.

The next year the inhabitants of Mancheſter, who then carried on, as their

petition ſets forth, a great trade in the bleaching of linen yarn, making of linen and

woollen clothes, and dreſſing of cottons, having experienced much inconvenience

to their trade, which had been expoſed to many depredations ſince the influx of

diſolute perſons who had reſorted thither under the ſančtion of the aët then

lately paſſed; and having, as they ſtated, no mayor, ſheriff, nor bailiff in their

* Orders and A&s of Aſſembly of the Corporation in the Town Clerk’s Office. Lib. A.

f. 76. ° Ibid. Lib. B. 71. * The boundaries of the liberties are deſcribed

to extend along the walls on the weſt fide to the New Tower, and on the caſt ſide to Newton

Tower, and towards the Corn Market, as far as the new houſes of St. Anne's, which had then

been lately built in the Bell-yard.

town, .
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Cheſhire, hiſtory is ſilent.

town, which was not walled, neither had it any gaol or priſon for the con

'finement of offenders; petitioned parliament for relief, praying that the ſanc

tuary might be removed from Mancheſter to ſome other town. Their petition

was granted, and the ſančtuary was, by an act of the 33d of Henry VIII., removed

to Cheſter, which, as the act ſets forth, had no ſuch trade of merchandiſe,

and had a ſtrong gaol for the puniſhment of malefactors, and a mayor, bailiffs,

and other head officers. The act reſerved a power to the King, if it ſhould

appear, by information or otherwiſe, that Cheſter was not a meet place for a

ſanctuary, he might by his proclamation diſcharge the ſaid city thereof, and

appoint ſome other town or place in its ſtead. Not long after the paſſing

of this ačt, Hugh Alderſey, then mayor, accompanied by Mr. Foulk Dutton,

went up with a petition to the King, repreſenting to his Majeſty that Cheſter,

being a port-town, and ſituated on the borders of Wales, was a very unfit place

for a ſančtuary for malefactors, and that it would be attended with many in

conveniencies to the merchants and inhabitants; the King acceded to their

petition, and by proclamation removed the ſančtuary from Cheſter to Stafford.

The privilege of ſančtuary was finally aboliſhed by a ſtatute of 21 Jac. I.

By an ačt of parliament paſſed in the 27th of King Henry VIII. the preambles

to which ſtates that common juſtice had not been before that time indifferently

miniſtered in the county palatine of Cheſter (or in the ſeveral counties of Wales)

like, and in ſuch form, as in other places of the realm ; it was ena&ted, that

for the future juſtices of the peace ſhould be appointed in Cheſhire and Wales,

as in other parts of the kingdom.

The county palatine of Cheſhire having in former times had a parliament of

its own, ſent no repreſentatives to the parliament of the realm ; having been

abridged of their ancient privileges, they petitioned that they might ſend knights

and burgeſſes to parliament, in common with their fellow-ſubjećts; in conſequence

of which, an ačt paſſed in the year 1542, by which it was enacted, that in fu

ture two knights ſhould be returned to parliament for the county palatine, and

two burgeſſes for the city of Cheſter.

Hiſtorical Events.

That this county was frequently the ſcene of conteſt between the Britons and

Romans, there is little doubt; and we know that the twentieth legion, belonging

to the latter, had their ſtation at Cheſter, but as to the particulars of any military

tranſačtions, which may be preſumed to have taken place within the limits of

4. - The
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The firſt remarkable event relating to the county, recorded by our hiſtorians,

is the defeat of the Britons, and the capture and deſtruction of Cheſter, by

Ethelfrid, King of Northumberland, in 607, when he came to avenge the quarrel

of St. Auguſtine, the firſt archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whoſe metropolitan juriſ

dićtion the Britiſh monks and biſhops refuſed to ſubmit P. Of the monks of

Bangor, who had flocked to the field of battle, to put up prayers for their coun

trymen, nearly 12co were ſlaughtered, a number which ſeems almoſt incredible;

but we are aſſured by Bede, that the monks of that monaſtery were ſo numerous,

that they were divided into ſeven communities, each of which conſiſted of about

3oo, who were under the government of ſo many provoſts, or rulers, and that

they all maintained themſelves by the labour of their hands". Ethelfrid's triumph.

ſeems to have been of ſhort duration, for we are told that ſeveral Britiſh princes,

having raiſed an army, marched towards Cheſter, and defeated him with great

ſlaughter; that he fled beyond the Humber, and that one of theſe princes, Cadwan,

was elečted King of Wales, at Cheſter'. From this time Cheſhire continued, as

before, under the dominion of the Britons, till the year 828, when king Egbert

took Cheſter', and made it part of the kingdom of Mercia, then tributary to him.

At the latter end of the year 894, according to the Saxon Chronicle, though

ſome writers place it in 892, an army of Danes, coming from Northumber

land by forced marches, took poſſeſſion of Cheſter. King Alfred's forces arrived

too late to prevent their ſeizing the fortreſs; but by deſtroying all the cattle and

corn in the neighbourhood, and intercepting their proviſions, they drove them to

ſuch extremities, that they were obliged to feed upon horſe-fleſh, and were glad

to quit the city, and make their eſcape into North Wales'. In 905, or as ſome

writers ſay 928, Ethelred, Duke of Mercia, and Ethelfleda, his wife, rebuilt the

city of Cheſter, which had been ruined by the Danes. In the years 915 and 916,

or according to the Saxon Chronicle 914 and 915, this Ethelfleda, a noble-ſpirited.

woman, and, as was before obſerved, the daughter of King Alfred, being entruſted

after her huſband's death with the government of Mercia, built a town or fortreſs

at Ediſbury, in the foreſt of Delamere, and another at Runcorn. In 920 ", or ac

cording to the Saxon Chronicle 923, King Edward the Elder built the city of

* See Sax. Chron. R. Higden inter Rerum Ang. Scrip. III. 228. Galf. Monumeth. Rerum

Brit. Scrip. Vetuſt. p. 85, and Bedae Eccl. Hiſt. Ibid. p. 177. * Bedae Hiſt. Ecc.ut ſupra.

‘ Galf. Monumeth. ut ſupra, p. 86. ‘ Ralph Higden inter Hiſt. Angl. Scrip. III. 252,

the date is not mentioned, but may be collected from a paſſage in the Saxon Chronicle. -

Sax. Chron. See alſo Ralph Higden inter Hiſt. Angl. Scrip. III, 258, 259.

* R. Higden inter Hiſt. Ang, Scrip. III. 261.
*

Thelwall,
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Thelwall, on the Merſey, and placed a garriſon there. King Edgar being at

Cheſter in the year 971, received the homage of eight petty ſovereigns, or, as

ſome have ſuppoſed, governors of provinces”; and Ralph Higden, the monk of

Cheſter, relates a ſtory of his having been rowed by them from his palace to the

church of St. John's Y. In 981 Cheſhire was laid waſte by pirates”.

The firſt two centuries after the conqueſt are chiefly diſtinguiſhed, in the Cheſhire

annals, by the inroads of their neighbours the Welſh, and the preparations made

by our monarchs to reſiſt them: during this time, Cheſter was the uſual place of

rendezvous for the Engliſh army; and all that part of the county which bordered

on Wales ſuffered moſt deplorably, not only from the ravages of the enemy, but by

the deſtruction which was made from time to time by the King's command, to pre

vent them from being benefitted by the plunder. It may here be remarked, that

the barony of Halton was held under the Earldom of Cheſter, by the ſervice of

leading the vanguard of the Earl's army, whenever he ſhould march into Wales.

The firſt mention of an inroad of the Welſhmen, which was attended with any

remarkable.conſequence, was in Io93, when, under the command of Griffith ap

Conan, they committed great ſlaughter in Cheſhire *. Collins, in his Peerage,

ſpeaks of a battle fought at Nantwich in the time of Hugh Lupus": in 1121,

the Welſhmen made an incurſion, and burnt two caſtles", probably Shocklach,

and Old Caſtle, in Malpas : of the latter, we know nothing but its name. The

ſites of theſe caſtles are not very far aſunder on the borders of Wales, and it is

probable they were built as a ſecurity to the frontiers.

About the year 1 150, the Welſh laid waſte this county, but were cut off

on their return at Nantwich". King Henry II. in the year 1156, previouſly to

his unſucceſsful expedition into Wales, came to Cheſter, and encamped, for ſome

time, with his army on Saltney Marſh "; in 1164 he came by ſea to Cheſter,

with a large army, meditating another invaſion of North Wales, but after

making ſome ſtay, diſbanded his army, and abandoned his intended expedi

tion'. In 1212, the Welſhmen, having again invaded the borders, took ſome

caſtles, put the garriſons to the ſword, burnt ſeveral towns, and returned

laden with plunder; King John aſſembled an army, and marched as far as

Cheſter, threatening deſtruction on the invaders, but having there received the

* Higden calls them ſubreguli. y Ralph Higden, ut ſupra, vol. III. p. 267.

* R. Higden. p. 27c. • Caradoc's Hiſtory of Wales, by Powell, p. 1 18. Edit. 1774.

* Edit. 1763. vol. VII. p. 504. * Sim. Dunelm. inter Decem Scrip. 245. * Harl.

MSS. Nº 1989, p. 378. : Caradoc's Hiſtory of Wales, by Powell, p. 173. Edit. 1774.

“Ibid. p. 191.

unwelcome
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unwelcome news that his barons were abſolved from their allegiance, and being

warned, that if he proceeded, he would either be aſſaſſinated by thoſe about his

own perſon, or delivered up to the enemy, he diſbanded his army, and returned

to London 4. In 1245, we are told, that King Henry III. returning from an expe

dition into Wales, cauſed the brine pits to be deſtroyed, and all the neighbour

ing parts of Cheſhire to be ſpoiled and impoveriſhed, to prevent the Welſh from

procuring proviſions thence either by rapine, purchaſe, or favour, the conſequence

of which was a moſt dreadful famine". In 1256, the Welſh, irritated by the op

preſſions and tyranny of Sir Geffrey de Langley, lieutenant of the principality un

der Prince Edward, broke out into rebellion; and invading Cheſhire ravaged the

country up to the very gates of the city'. The following year they renewed their

plunder, waſted the country with fire and ſword, and repulſed Prince Edward,

who had marched with an army to ſubdue them *.

At length the King having determined on undertaking himſelf an expedition

againſt the Welſh, ſummoned all who held of him by knight's ſervice to attend him

at Cheſter, on St. Mary Magdalen's day, (1257.) Thither accordingly he marched,

with a great army, and the harveſt being then juſt ready for the fickle, deſtroyed all

the ſtanding corn, leſt it might afford a ſupply of proviſions to the Welſhmen, which

cauſed a moſt dreadful ſcarcity; and in the event occaſioned that diſtreſs to his own

army, which he had intended ſhould be felt only by his enemies; and was one of the

chief cauſes which obliged him, without having been able to accompliſh the pur

poſe of his expedition, to make an inglorious retreat'. After the King's return,

James, Lord Audley, who had large poſſeſſions, and ſome caſtles on the borders

of Wales, being returned from Germany, in revenge for the injuries which the

Welſhmen had committed in his abſence by burning his caſtles", and plundering

his eſtates; in his turn invaded their country, and put many of the inhabitants

to the ſword. The Welſhmen again retaliated, and the conteſt was continued for

ſome time, and on both fides houſes and caſtles were burnt, and much blood

ſpilt"; and we are told that from the effect of their frequent contentions, the con.

fines of each country, exhibited the appearance of an uninhabited wilderneſs”.

The following year, the King having determined on another expedition againſt

the Welſhmen, ſummoned all who held of him by knight's ſervice to appear, with

horſe and arms at Cheſter, the Monday before St. John Baptiſt’s day, and accom

pany him into Wales P. But the Welſh, in the mean time, having ſucd for peace,

* M. Paris, p. 231, 232. * Ibid. 684. * Ibid. 937. * Ibid. 943.

'Ibid. 954. * One of theſe muſt have been Newhall Caſtle, in the pariſh of Audlem, a

few miles from Nantwich, of which we have no notice, except in a record nearly as old as theſe tranſ

actions. "M. Paris, p. 957, ° Ibid. p. 958, ‘ Ibid. and Dugdale's Baronage, v. i. p. 141.

Vol. II. R r the



306 - C H E S H I R. E.

the expedition was laid aſide. In the year 1274, King Edward I. went to Cheſter

in the month of November, and ſummoned Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, to a con

ference; but he not thinking it prudent to put himſelf in the King's power, unleſs

ſome pledge had been given for his perſonal ſafety, refuſed to attend this ſummens".

The King having ſent a powerful army, two years afterwards, as a check

upon Llewellyn, who ſtill continued to make inroads, and plunder the borders,

marched himſelf with an army towards Wales, in 1277 : having arrived at

Cheſter, about the feſtival of St. John the Baptiſt, he cauſed ſpacious avenues to be

cut through an extenſive and thickly wooded foreſt, which was between that city

and Llewellyn's territories, by which means he obtained a paſſage for his army, free

from all danger of ambuſcade, and entered Wales in triumph". Llewellyn now

haſtened to make his ſubmiſſion, but commenced his depredations again in 1281 :

his death, which happened in the ſame year, in a ſkirmiſh with Lord Mortimer",

was a prelude to the complete ſubjection of the Welſh, and put a ſtop for ever

to thoſe depredations which had haraſſed the inhabitants of Cheſhire for more

than two centuries.

We hear little of this county in the baronial wars, during the reigns of

King John and his ſucceſſor, indeed, the only event which ſeems to be re

corded is the capture of Cheſter in 1264, by the Earl of Derby, and a large

force, after having defeated William Lord Zouch, David brother to Llewellyn,

Prince of Wales, and James, Lord Audley, who oppoſed him on the King's part'.

In 1294, King Edward I. was with his army at Cheſter, on his route to the iſle of

Angleſey, which then fell into his hands". In 1353, Edward, the Black Prince,

went to Cheſter, accompanied by the Earls of Stafford and Warwick, with a mili

tary force, to protećt the juſtices itinerant, Sir Richard Willoughby, and Sir

Richard Snareſhull, in caſe of an inſurrečtion, which was apprehended ".

Soon after Henry of Lancaſter firſt appeared in arms againſt King Richard II., Sir

Robert Legh and Sir John Legh, with many others, came to him at Shrewſbury, on

behalf of the city and county of Cheſter, with an aſſurance that they were ready

to ſubmit themſelves unto him in all things. Upon this he came to Cheſter,

and ſtaid there ſeveral days, muſtering his army in fight of the city : during this

time he cauſed Sir Peers Legh, commonly called Perkin a Legh, (anceſtor of the

Leghs of Adlington,) a faithful adherent of King Richard, to be executed, and

ordered his head to be put up on one of the higheſt towers of the city". King

* Th. Wikes, Hiſt. Ang. Scrip. (Fell.) II. Iol. Ibid. II. Io;. * Ibid. II.

| Holinſlied. * Th. Wikes, Hiſt. Ang. Scrip. II. 126. " Dugdale’s Baronage, I. 161.

• Holinſhed. His body was buried in the church of the White-friers at Cheſter. Harl,

MSS. N° 1989.

I - * Richard

t
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Richard was at this time in Conway Caſtle, from whence he ſoon afterwards re

moved to Flint. The conference between the King and the Duke of Lancaſter at

this caſtle, and its conſequence are well known: the Duke returned to Cheſter,

bringing the unfortunate monarch in his ſuite, virtually a priſoner; they remained

one night at Cheſter, and then proceeded by eaſy ſtages towards London.

In 1403, when Henry had not been many years ſeated on his throne,

the Earl of Northumberland, and his ſon, the Lord Percy, commonly known

by the name of Hotſpur, raiſed a rebellion againſt him; and cauſed it to be

twice proclaimed in Cheſter, and in every market town in the county, that

King Richard was ſtill alive, and that he might be ſeen at the caſtle at Cheſter,

by all ſuch as ſhould repair thither". During this rebellion the Cheſhire men,

who had been ſo forward to expreſs their attachment to Henry of Lancaſter,

at Shrewſbury a few years before, took part with the Percys, and bore a me

morable ſhare in the battle, which was fought near that town. The event of the

battle, which was fatal to the Percy cauſe, was particularly diſaſtrous to the men of

Cheſhire; the moſt part of the knights and eſquires of the whole county, to the

amount of 200, with a great number of their retainers, were ſlain, and the Baron

of Kinderton and Sir Richard Vernon were taken and beheaded. A few of the

Cheſhire knights appear to have adhered to the King, of whom Sir John Calveley

and Sir John Maffey of Podington, fell in the battle". In the following year the

King pardoned the citizens of Cheſter for the part they had taken in the rebellion

of Harry Percy, on their paying a fine of 300 marks".

It does not appear that the county of Cheſter was the ſcene of any military

tranſactions (excepting that it was for a ſhort time the quarters of the Duke of

Lancaſter's army, as before mentioned,) from the reign of Henry III, to that of

Charles I.; but the fame of the Cheſhire men has been highly celebrated in our

annals, on account of their warlike proweſs. The heroic exploits of Lord Audley

and his four Cheſhire eſquires' at the battle of Poićtiers, are well known. The battle

of Blore Heath, in 1459, in which James, Lord Audley, was defeated by the Earl of

Saliſbury, was fingularly diſaſtrous to the men of Cheſhire; and what rendered it

the more calamitous was, that they ranged nearly in equal numbers on the

ſide of each of the contending parties. Thoſe who fought with the houſe of

Lancaſter wore the cognizance of a white ſwan, given them by Queen

* Harl. MSS. N' 1989. * Holinſhed. 'Charter amongſt the

Records of the Corporation. • Sir John Delves; Sir Thomas Dutton; Sir Robert

Foullhurſt, and Sir John Hawkſtone. - - -

R r 2 Margaret.
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Margaret', who is ſaid to have viſited Cheſter in 1455". Sir Thomas Dutton,

Sir John Done, Sir Hugh Venables, Sir Richard Molineux, Sir William Troutbeck,

Sir John Legh of Booths, and Sir John Egerton, were left dead on the field'.

The men of Cheſhire bore a diſtinguiſhed part in the battle of Flodden-field, in

1513; it was particularly fatal to the burgeſſes of Macclesfield, ſeveral of whom,

with their mayor, Sir Edmund Savage, were left dead on the field ". When the

Earl of Hertford, after a vićtory obtained over the Scots, in 1544, knighted at

Leith about 60 officers, who had accompanied him in that expedition; nearly

one-third of them were gentlemen of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Cheſhire families :

among theſe was Sir Edmund Savage, whoſe father fell at Flodden-field.

Sir Bulſtrode Whitlocke mentions the taking of Cheſter by the parliamentary

forces, ſoon after the commencement of the civil war between King Charles I.

and his parliament: but it is evidently an overſight, and intended for Chicheſtery. -

Cheſter was not attacked by the parliamentary forces till the month of July 1643.

Nantwich had been garriſoned by the parliament early in the autumn of 1642,

and ſoon after fell into the hands of Lord Grandiſon, who took it by a coup-de

main on the 21ſt of September, but evacuated it again before the battle of Edghill”.

Soon after this an attempt was made by the principal perſons of this

county, who were pretty equally divided between the King and the parliament,

to preſerve its internal peace; and a treaty of pacification was aétually entered

into at Bunbury, on the 23d of December, by Robert Lord Kilmorey and

others, under the ſančtion of the commiſſioners of array "; but the articles then

agreed upon were rendered null and void by an ordinance of parliament, which

* Holinſhed. MS. notes relating to Cheſter, collected by Archdeacon Rogers in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth. * Holinſhed. Drayton in his Polyolbion (ſong xxii.) ſtrongly depicts the

diviſion of the Cheſhire gentry in this memorable battle, by ſuppoſing that theſe brave knights, who

are recorded to have been left dead on the field, fell each by the hands of a relative.

“There Dutton Dutton kills; a Done doth kill a Done;

A Booth a Booth ; and Leigh by Leigh is overthrown:

A Venables, againſt a Venables doth ſtand,

And Troutbeck fighteth with a Troutbeck hand to hand :

There Molineux doth make a Molineux to die;

And Egerton the ſtrength of Egerton doth try.

Oh Cheſhire! wert thou mad of thine own native gore,

So much until this day thou never ſhedd’ſt before

Above two thouſand men upon the earth were thrown,

Of whom the greateſt part were naturally thine own.”

* Records of the corporation of Macclesfield. * Holinſhed.

7 See Clarendon, Heath, &c. : Hiſtory of Nantwich. • Harl. MSS. N° 213;. f. 83.

required
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required their adherence to maintain and aſſiſt the common cauſe, purſuant to their

former reſolutions: and for their better encouragement Sir William Brereton

a gentleman of the county, and one of its repreſentatives in parliament, was

ſent down with a troop of horſe, and a regiment of dragoons for their protećtion:

the King on the other hand, ſent Sir Nicholas Byron, with a commiſſion, by

which he was appointed colonel-general of Cheſhire and Shropſhire, and go

vernor of Cheſter".

Sir Nicholas Byron, on his arrival in Cheſhire, ſoon raiſed a confiderable force,

and had frequent ſkirmiſhes with the parliamentary troops *, of which we have

no particulars. Cheſter was the head-quarters of the King's party. Sir William

Brereton, on the other hand, having taken poſſeſſion of Nantwich again for

the parliament, fortified it, and fixed his head-quarters in that town". Vicars,

in his Parliamentary Chronicle, ſays, that ſoon after Sir William Brereton came

down into Cheſhire, being then with his troops at Congleton, and hearing

that Sir Thomas Aſton and Sir Vincent Corbet, two active commiſſioners of array,

were about to take poſſeſſion'of Nantwich with their forces, ſent a party on or

about the 28th of January, 1643, to ſecure that town; that Sir Thomas Aſton

marched to Nantwich, and attacked the town five ſeveral times, but was as often

repulſed; and that he and Sir Vincent Corbet were entirely defeated by Sir

William Brereton, who ſoon afterwards came up with his troops. At this time

Nantwich lay open on all fides without any trench or banks". Sir William Brereton,

after he had obtained poſſeſſion of it, ſurrounded it with mud walls and ditches.

On the 20th of February the parliamentary forces were defeated on Tilſton

heath': Sir Robert Cholmondeley’s patent of peerage ſpeaks of his good ſervices

in this ačtion. On the 21ſt of February Beeſton-caſtle was taken by the parlia

ment, and the next day there was a ſkirmiſh in Tiverton field, in which ſome

officers of the King's and one of Colonel Mainwaring's on the fide of the parlia

ment were killed, and were buried at Tarporley ".

Lord Capel being ſent down into theſe parts by the King, with a commiſſion of

lieutenant-general of Shropſhire, Cheſhire, and North Wales, raiſed a body of horſe

and foot, which gave Sir William Brereton ſo much trouble at Nantwich, that the

garriſon at Cheſter, as Lord Clarendon tells us, had breath to enlarge its quarters

and provide for its own ſecurity, though the parliamentary army omitted no opportu

nity of infeſting it". Vicars, in his Parliamentary Chronicle, gives an account of

* Clarendon. * Ibid. * Ibid. * Vicars. * Randle Holme's Narrative

of the Siege of Cheſter, Harl. MSS., No 2155. * Burghall's Diary, 8vo. Hiſtory of Cheſhire,

rol. ii. p. 907. * Hiſtory of Nantwich,

a battle
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a battle fought at Middlewich on the 13th of March, 1643, in which he tells us

that Sir Thomas Aſton and his forces were put to flight by Sir William Brereton,

who had advanced with his army from Northwich, where he was then quartered.

He adds that there were taken priſoners Sir Edward Moſely, three Cheſhire cap

tains, Maſſey of Codington, Hurleſton, and Starkey, eight others, and about

5oo ſoldiers. On the 11th of April there was a ſkirmiſh near Burleydam-chapel';

on the 18th a battle was fought between the Nantwich forces and the King's

garriſon, who had fallied from Cholmondeley-hall and were repulſed". Lord

Capel on the 17th of May made an unſucceſsful attack on Nantwich " : on the

12th of June a party from Nantwich attacked Mr. Leche's houſe at Carden,

which made ſome ineffectual reſiſtance: Mr. Leche was taken priſoner to

Nantwich ". About the latter end of June, a troop of horſe from the King's garriſon

at Cholmondeley-hall, burnt Bunbury church'. On the 18th of July Sir William

Brereton marched with his forces before Cheſter, and made a vigorous attack on

the works of that garriſon, but was beaten off, and obliged to retreat ". On the 3d

of Auguſt, Lord Capel with his forces made an inſucceſsful attack on Nant

wich; he marched again towards that town, on the 16th of Oétober, for the

purpoſe of making another aſſault on its garriſon, and occupied Aéton church

and Dorfold-hall; but evacuated both the next day. On the 12th of November

there was a ſkirmiſh at Stamford-bridge, between the parliamentary garriſon from

Talvin and ſome of the Cheſter forces, in which the former were defeated.

About the end of November, this year, a confiderable body of troops arrived out

of Ireland, for the King's ſervice, and were for the preſent ordered to remain at

Cheſter, under the command of Lord Byron, the governor’s nephew, who em

ployed them in various ſervices in this county, and with their aſſiſtance took

Beeſton caſtle, Dodington caſtle, Crewe-hall, Dorfold-hall', and Barthomley' and

A&ton churches"; all of which had been made garriſons by the parliamentary

'Burghall's Diary. * Ibid. * Ibid. * Ibid.

* Burghall's Diary. * Lord Clarendon, II. 146. Hiſtory of the

ſiege of Cheſter, p. 17.—This account of the fiege of Cheſter was compiled by Mr. John

Broſter of Cheſter, from an anonymous MS. Journal which Dr. Gower mentions, in his

Sketch of the Materials of a Hiſtory of Cheſhire, as communicated by the Rev. Mr. Harwood ;

from the Corporation Records; and from printed authorities. In the ſecond edit. (1804), are copies

of ſome original letters now in the poſſeſſion of Mrs. Cowper of Over-Legh.

Burghall's Diary. It was taken January 2, 1644. Burghall ſays there

were only a few of the inhabitants in Barthomley church, who had gone in for ſafety, and it is

obſerved that the cruelties committed on this occaſion at Barthomley and in the neighbourhood,

formed one of the articles againſt King Charles I. : Acton church appears to have

ſtood a confiderable fiege. See Burghall's Diary.

army.
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army". Beeſton caſtle having been ſurrendered without reſiſtance on the 12th of

December', the governor was executed not long afterwards for cowardice”.

Dodington caſtle ſurrendered alſo on the firſt ſummons”: Crewe-hall made a

vigorous defence, but was obliged to capitulate the 28th of December", for want

of vićtuals and ammunition".

About the ſame time, in the month of December 1643, Lord Byron,

with his Iriſh regiments, defeated the whole of the parliamentary forces under

Sir William Brereton at Middlewich * : thoſe who eſcaped fled to Nantwich". In

conſequence of this ačtion Northwich fell into Lord Byron's hands". Nantwich

being the only garriſon in Cheſhire in poſſeſſion of the parliament, was beſieged

during the greater part of the month of January, 1644'. After ſome vigorous but

unſucceſsful aſſaults, the town was relieved by Sir Thomas Fairfax, and Sir William

Brereton; who having ioined their forces, defeated Lord Byron's army, the remains

of which, with their commander, retreated to Cheſter, on the 25th of January;

moſt of the officers retired into A&ton church, and Dorfold-hall, but were

ſoon obliged to ſurrender 4 ; among them was the celebrated General Monk,

then a colonel in the King’s army, who was ſent a priſoner to the Tower, where

he continued till nearly the end of the war". During the ſiege of Nantwich,

Colonel Milton routed a party of the King's horſe, conveying arms and ammuni

tion to the beſiegers, and took Sir Nicholas Byron, governor of Cheſter, priſoner.

About the end of January there was a ſkirmiſh near Tarvin in which the parlia

mentarians were ſucceſsful". Crewe-hall fell into the hands of the Parliament again

on the 4th, and Dodington-caſtle on the 7th ; both ſurrendered without reſiſtance".

On the 13th of February, a detachment from the garriſon at Cheſter made

an attack on a body of the parliamentary forces, who had poſted themſelves at

Chriſtleton, and after an obſtinate conflićt, in which much blood was ſpilt, com

pelled them to retire". Adlington-hall, a garriſon of the King's was taken

February 14th "; and on the 25th, after a long ſiege, Withenſhaw, another royal

"Clarendon’s Hiſtory, 8vo. II. 456, and Hiſtory of Nantwich. * Dugdale’s View of the

Troubles.—Whitelocke ſeems to date the ſurrender of Beeſton caſtle in the month of January 1643-4.

Memoirs, p. 75. Hiſtory of the fiege of Cheſter, p. 33. * Hiſtory of Nantwichi

* Dugdale’s View of the Troubles. * Hiſtory of Nantwich. * Burghall ſays that

this ačtion was fought on St. Stephen's day in Booth-lane. * Lord Clarendon, 8vo. II. 456.

* Hiſtory of the fiege of Cheſter, p. 41. * The royaliſts had for ſome time before

been drawing their forces round it, but the town was not cloſely beſieged before the 2d of January.

See Burghall’s Diary. * Burghall’s Dairy. * Heath's Chronicle, 53.

Whitelocke, p. 76. * Burghall's Diary. * Ibid. . * Hiſtory of the

Frge of Cheſter, p. 42. * Burghall's Diary.

garriſons,
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garriſon, the ſeat of the Tatton family'; Stockport was taken by Prince Rupert

without any reſiſtance, on the 25th of May ". In the month of June, 1644, the

Parliament made Sir William Brereton major-general of Cheſhire'. Cholmondeley

hall, a garriſon of the King's, was taken after a brave reſiſtance, by the Earl of

Denbigh, on the 7th of July 7. On the 18th of Auguſt, Colonel Marrow, lieu

tenant governor of Cheſter, was ſlain in an attack upon the parliamentary garriſon

in Croughton-hall, near that city " : on the 21ſt of Auguſt, Sir William

Brereton being then at Northwich, ſent out a party, who, having advanced as

far as Tarvin, were there defeated by a detachment of the King's forces, and fled

over Delamere foreſt".

On the 25th of Auguſt a ſevere ačtion was fought at Old-Caſtle-heath

near Malpas, in which the royaliſts were defeated with the loſs of Colonel

Vane, Colonel Conyers, and other officers *. On the 5th of September the

parliamentary forces marched to Tarvin, fortified it with ſtrong works, and

placed a garriſon there, and another at Huxley-hall . In the month of September

Colonel Jones defeated Prince Rupert's horſe, near Malpas, and cauſed them to

retreat with confiderable loſs to Cheſter". On the 22d of that month Birket-houſe,

in Wirrall, which had been garriſoned to ſecure the paſſage to Liverpool, was taken

by the parliament". In the month of Oétober, 1644, Cheſter was blockaded by Sir

William Brereton'. In November Beeſton-caſtle was beſieged by the parlia

mentary forces from Nantwich 4. During the following month Cheſter was more

cloſely blockaded, garriſons having been placed by Sir William Brereton at Ald

ford, Eccleſton, Huntington, Rowton, Tarvin, Trafford and Upton-hall ". About

the beginning of the enſuing year the parliamentary forces eſtabliſhed their head

quarters at Chriſtleton, which they fortified, and they afterwards placed garriſons

at Dodieſton, Nether-Legh, and Lache'. On the 18th of January, 1645, an action

took place between the parliamentary forces from Chriſtleton, and the royaliſts

from Cheſter, in which the latter were repulſed “; on the 26th of the ſame month

the parliamentary forces made an unſucceſsful attempt to ſtorm Cheſter; Prince

Maurice came to that garriſon on the 20th of February ': the fiege was in

conſequence again raiſed for a while, and the citizens burnt Boughton and the par

liamentary garriſon at Chriſtleton ". Beeſton caſtle, which had been long beſieged

Burghall's Diary. * Ibid. * Whitelocke, p. 85. Burghall's Diary. * Hiſtory of

the fiege of Cheſter, p. 47. * Hiſtory of the fiege of Cheſter; but Burghall in his Diary ſays

that the royaliſts were defeated with conſiderable loſs. * Burghall’s Diary. * Ibid.

* Whitelocke, p. 97. * Carte's Ormond Letters, vol. I. p. 65. * Whitelocke, p. 1 oi.

• Burghall's Diary. * Ibid. and Randle Holme's Narrative of the ſiege of Cheſter.

Harl MSS No. 2155. * Randle Holmes’ Narrative. * Burghall's Diary. ! Ibid.

* Randle Holme.
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by the parliament, was relieved by Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice on the 17th

of March; their ſoldiers plundered Bunbury, and ſet Beeſton.hall on fire".

After Prince Maurice's departure the parliamentary army returned to the ſiege of

Cheſter, and fixed their quarters at Nether-Legh ". Beeſton caſtle alſo was again

beſieged, and fortifications raiſed near it, for the purpoſe of attacking it with

more effect ".

About the middle of May, the King advancing towards Cheſter with a large

force, (although he afterwards altered his route) the parliament abandoned all

their garriſons except Tarvin and Nantwich *. On the 20th of this month Sir

William Brereton drew off his troops from Cheſter, and retreated to Nantwich :

on the 22d the fiege was raiſed, and the royaliſts relieved the town '. On the

4th of June a detachment from Beeſton-caſtle made an unſucceſsful attack upon

Ridley-hall, then occupied by a ſmall parliamentary garriſon'. On the 20th of Sep

tember Colonel Jones, with a large detachment from the ſiege of Beeſton caſtle,

marched by night to Cheſter, and before day-break ſtormed the outworks; got poſ.

ſeſſion of St. John’s church, and fixed a battery on the tower; the aſſault continued

during the 20th and 21ſt ‘. On the 27th of the ſame month happened the battle

of Rowton and Hoole-heath, (near Cheſter) in which the King's army, com

manded by Sir Marmaduke Langdale, being overpowered by the joint forces

of General Poyntz, and of Colonel Jones, who had haſtened from the fiege

of the garriſon to his aſſiſtance, was defeated and put to flight. The Earl of

Lichfield and Lord Gerard, with ſome horſe and foot from the garriſon, made

an unſucceſsful attempt to recover the fortune of the day, in which the Earl

of Lichfield, a brave and amiable nobleman, met with his death's wound".

Some writers have aſſerted, that the King was himſelf in this ačtion and that he

eſcaped, with a ſmall party of horſe, to Cheſter, where he lay one night'; but it

appears, by Lord Clarendon’s account, by Randle Holme's narrative of the

fiege of Cheſter, and the printed hiſtory of the fiege, that the King arrived in

Cheſter the evening before the engagement; that he was lodged for two nights, at

the houſe of Sir Francis Gamul; and that accompanied by Sir Francis, the mayor,

* Randle Holme. * Ibid. P Ibid. * Ibid. Hiſtory of the

ſiege of Cheſter, p. 41, 42. • Burghall’s Diary. * Randle Holme’s Narrative.

" Lord Clarendon, II. 713. * Burghall ſays the report was that the King was

ſometimes in the city and ſometimes at Hoole-heath; which he obſerves was likely, as a paſſage was

open from Northgate-ſtreet to Hoole without any great danger.

* See Whitelocke and Heath. Granger, in his Biographical Hiſtory of England, goes ſo far

as to ſay that the King was reſcued from imminent danger in the action by the Earl of Lichfield.

Wol. II. S ſ and
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and alderman Cowper, was a ſad ſpectator of the defeat of his troops, firſt

from the Phoenix tower, and afterwards from the tower of the cathedral church,

where an officer was ſhot dead by his ſide": on the morning of the 28th the King

quitted Cheſter with 5oo horſe ; Sir Francis Gamul, captain Thropp, and alderman

Cowper, attending him as far as Denbigh.

On or about the 20th of November, Beeſton caſtle, after enduring a year's

fiege, the proviſion of the garriſon being quite exhauſted, was ſurrendered to

Sir William Brereton, by capitulation'. During the months of O&ober and

November, the beſiegers had made ſome attempts to ſtorm the city of Cheſter,

and the garriſon occaſionally made fallies, with various ſucceſs". About the be

ginning of December, Sir William Brereton being joined by Colonel Booth, and

the Lancaſhire forces, eſtabliſhed his head-quarters at Dodleſton', and was

enabled to blockade the city ſo cloſely, as to cut off all poſſibility of a

ſupply of proviſions; the beſieged nevertheleſs, though reduced to the greateſt

extremities, held out till the third of February 1646, when having been fully

aſſured that there were no hopes of relief, the garriſon was ſurrendered by its go

vernor, Lord Byron", on honorable terms".

No farther effort was made on the King's part, in this county, during the war.

When the royaliſts in the north made an attempt to reſtore the King in the month of

May, 1648, the gentlemen of Cheſhire, in the intereſt of the parliament, fortified

the caſtle and city of Cheſter, for which they received the thanks of the houſe: they

engaged alſo to raiſe three regiments of foot, and one of horſe, if they ſhould be

wanted for the defence of the country". After the defeat of the Duke of Hamilton

at Preſton, that unfortunate nobleman, retreating with about 3000 horſe, being the

remains of the Scottiſh army, through Nantwich towards Uttoxeter, in the month

of Auguſt, 1648'; the gentlemen of the country are ſaid to have taken about

5oo of them.

In the month of Auguſt, 1651, the Scottiſh army, under King Charles II. were

quartered for a ſhort time at Nantwich, previouſly to the battle of Worceſter":

after the unfortunate event of that ačtion (in the month of September) a party of

the King's horſe, on their retreat northward, paſſing through Sandbach (it being

on the day of their fair) were attacked by the country people, and 100 of them

* Randle’s Holme's Narrative. 'Whitelocke, p. 187. Burghall ſays on the 16th of

November. * Hiſtory of the fiege, and Randle Holme's Narrative. * Randle Holme'e

Narrative. * He was appointed governor after his uncle, Sir Nicholas, was taken priſoner.

* See Whitelocke, and Hiſtory of the fiege. * Whitelocke, p. 303, and 305.

* Ibid. p. 327, and Heath, 178. * Whitelocke, p. 477.

- taken
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taken priſoners'. During the months of June and July 1655, many of the

principal gentry of this county, among whom were Sir Peter Leyceſter of Tabley,

Peter Wenables, baron of Kinderton, Sir Richard Groſvenor, Mr. Shakerley,

Mr. Warren of Poynton, and Mr. Maffey of Podington, were ſent priſoners to the

caſtle at Cheſter, under ſuſpicion of being diſaffected to Cromwell's government'.

In the month of Auguſt 1659, Sir George Booth (who, as it was afterwards

known, had a commiſſion from King Charles II. appointing him commander

in chief of all his forces in Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, and North Wales) appeared in

arms in Cheſhire at the head of an army of upwards of three thouſand men; he

was accompanied by the Earl of Derby, Lord Cholmondeley, Lord Kilmorey, and

ſeveral of the principal gentlemen of the county : they muſtered upon Rowton

heath, the ſpot which had proved ſo unfortunate to King Charles H. and there

read and publiſhed a declaration, ſetting forth that they took up arms for a free

parliament, and to deliver the nation from the ſlavery they then laboured

under". General Lambert being ſent by the parliament, with an army againſt

Sir George Booth, they met at Winnington bridge near Northwich ", on the 16th

of Auguſt, when an action enſued, in which Booth's forces were ſoon defeated: he

himſelf eſcaped from the field in diſguiſe, but was taken at Newport-Pagnell, and

ſent to the tower . After the engagement, Lambert marched with his army to

Cheſter, then held by Colonel Croxton, which was immediately ſurrendered 7.

As a puniſhment for this rebellion againſt their power, the parliament paſſed

a vote on the 17th of September to diſſolve the corporation of the city of

Cheſter, and that it ſhould be no longer a county of itſelf . On the eve of

the revolution, Sir George Booth's ſon, Henry, Lord Delamere, who a few

years before had been accuſed of an intention of raiſing a force in Cheſhire

to join the Duke of Monmouth, and had been tried for treaſon before

lord chancellor Jefferies, but acquitted; as ſoon as he heard of the Prince's

handing, raiſed a great force in Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, declared in his favour,

and immediately ſet forwards on his march to join him”; meanwhile Lord

Molineux and Lord Aſton ſeized Cheſter for the King”. The abdication of the

bigotted monarch, which ſhortly afterwards enſued, happily for the country,

rendered theſe warlike preparations uſeleſs.

” Whitelocke, p 484. * Leyceſter MSS. at Tabley. * Heath. * Burghall's

Diary. * Heath, and Whitelocke. 7 Ibid. * Ibid. * Collins's Peerage,

Edit, 1768. vol. VII, p. 85. * Howell's Medulla Hiſt. Ang.

S ſ 2 Ancient
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Ancient and modern Diviſion of Cheſhire.

When the ſurvey of Domeſday was taken, this county was divided into twelve

hundreds, excluſively of the lands between the Ribble and the Merſey, containing

ſix hundreds, now part of Lancaſhire, but then deemed part of Cheſhire. The

two ancient hundreds of Atiſcros and Exeſtan have alſo been taken from Cheſhire,

and made part of the counties of Flint and Denbigh, in the principality of

Wales; excepting a few townſhips, as Claverton, Dodleſion, Marlſton, and

Lache, which ſtill continue part of Cheſhire, being within the modern hundred

of Broxton. Sir Peter Leyceſter ſuppoſes the preſent diviſion of the hundreds,

to have taken place about the reign of Edward lil. : he gives the following

table as the proportion of the old hundreds to the new.

New Hundreds. Old Hundred:-

Wirrall - - Wilaveſton *

Broxton - - Dudeſtan and Ceſtre

Ediſbury - Riſeton and Roelau

Northwich - Mildeſtvic

Nantwich - Warmondeſtrou

Macclesfield - Hameſtan

Bucklew - Bochelau and Tunendune.

The lords orbailiffs of theſe ſeveral hundreds, who hold by leaſe under the crown,

are John Egerton, Eſq. of the hundred of Broxton, Wilbraham Egerton, Eſq. of

Bucklow hundred, Earl Cholmondeley of Ediſbury and Nantwich; the Earl of

Derby, of Macclesfield hundred; the Duke of Leeds, of Northwich, and Birken

head Glegg, Eſq. of Wirrall. The general arrangement of the Cheſhire hundreds

has been as expreſſed in the above table; but it may be obſerved that ſeveral of

the townſhips, which were in Dudeſtan hundred are now in Ediſbury, and ſome

other variations have taken place, as may be ſeen in the following table, in which

are given the ancient and modern names of the townſhips, with the hundreds in

which they were, and are now ſituated. -

* It ſeems probable that it loſt this name ſoon after the conqueſt, and acquired that of Caldey

hundred : for it appears, by various documents, that the anceſtors of Mr. Glegg, who is now Lord

of the hundred of Wirrall, was Lord, or Bailiff, of Caldey hundred from the reign of Edward I. to

that of Henry VII, incluſive; and that they inherited the bailiwick from the family of Merton.—

Leyceſter MSS. at Tabley and Harl. MSS. Nº 2078.

Acatone
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Acatone and A&tune

Aculveſtune

Alburgham

Aldelime

Aldredelie

Aldretune

Alretune

Altetone

Aſcelie

Bagelei

Bedelei -

Berchesford

Berdeltune

Berneſtone

Bero -

Bertemeleu

Bertintone

Bertintune

Bewelei

Bichelei -

Bicretone

Blackeholl -

Blachenhale

Bocitone -

Bodovrde -

Bogedone

Boliberie -

Bofelega -

Boteſtoch

Bramale -

Bretburie -

Bretone -

Brochetone

Broſſee -

Bruge -

Brunhala -

Budevurde

Buiſtane -

Burtone -

Burtune

Burwardeſlei

Burwardeſtone

Butelege -

Caldecote .

Calders -

Calmundelei

A&ton - - Warmondeſtrou -- Nantwich

Occleſton - Mildeſtvic - Northwich

Alpraham - Dudeſtan - - Ediſbury

Audlem. - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

OverandNether-Alderley Bochelau and Hameſtan Both now in Macclesfield

Ollerton - - Bochelau - - Bucklow

- - Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Oulton - - Dudeſtan - Ediſbury

Aſhley - • Bochelau - - Bucklow

Baguley - - Bochelau - - Bucklow

Baddiley - - armondeſtrou - Nantwich

Barksford - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich.

Bertherton - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich.

Barnſton - - Wilaveſton - Wirrall

Barrow - - Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Barthomley - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Bartington - Tunendune - Bucklow

Barnton - - Tunendune - Bucklow

Byley - Mildeſtvie - Northwich

Bickley - - Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Bickerton - - Dudeſtan - Broxton

Blacon-hall - - Wilaveſton - Wirrall

Blaken-hall - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Boughton - - Dudeſtan - Broxton

Little-Budworth - Dudeſtan - - Ediſbury

Bowdon - - Bochelau - - Bucklow

Bunbury - - Riſetone - - Ediſbury

Boſley - - Hameſtam - - Macclesfield

Boſtock - Mildeſtvic - Northwich

Bramhall - - Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Brºdbury . • Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Brereton - - Mildeſtvic - - Northwich.

- - - Atiſcros

Broxton - - Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Handbridge - Ceſtre

Bromhall - - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Great-Budworth Tunendune - Bucklow

Beefton - - Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Burton - Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Barton - - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Burwardſley - Dudeſtan Broxton

- - - Dudeſtan - -

Butley - - Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Caldecot - - Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Caldey - - Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Cholmondeley - Dudeſtan - Broxton

Calvintone
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Calvintone - Shavington - - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich • *

Cedde - - - -
Hameſtan

Celeford - - Chelford - -
Hameſtan - -

Macclesfieldſ

Celelea - -
Chowley - -

Dudeſtan - -
Broxton

Cepmundwiche - (In Over-Peover) Bochelau -
Bucklow

Cerdingham - Caringhamor Kirmicham Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Cerlere - - - -

Warmondeſtrou

Cerletune - - Chorlton - - Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Chelmondeſtone - Cholmeſton -

Warmondeſtrou - Nantwish

Chenoterie - Knoćtorum -

Wilaveſton -
Wirrall

*
Chingeſlie - Kingſley - - Roelau - - Ediſbury

Chriſtetone - Chriſtleton -
Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Cimbretune -
Kinderton -

Mildeſtvic -
Northwich.

Claventone -
Claverton -

Atiſcros

Cliftune -
Clifton -

Tunendune -
Bucklow

Clive - - Clive - -
Mildeſtvic -

Northwich

Clotone -
Clotton -

Riſeton -
Ediſbury

Clutune -
Clutton -

Dułęſtan - . Broxton

Cocheſhalle -
Cogſhall -

Tunendune -
Bucklow

Cocle - - - -
Riſeton –

Cogeltone -
‘Congleton -

Mildeſtwic -
Northwich

colume - {{... “; Dudºu - Boston

Copehale -
Coppenhall -

Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Copeſtor -

Capeſthorne -
Hameſtan -

Macclesfield

Cotintone -
Codington -

Dudeſtan -
Broxton

Creu - -
Crewe - -

Warmondeſtrou - Nantwich

Creuhall -
Crewe by Farndon - Dudeſtan -

Broxton

Croeneche - - - - -
Hameſtan

Croſtone - - Croughton - - Wilaveſton - Wirrall

Croftune -
Croxton -

Mildeſtvic -
Northwich

Cunetesford - Knutsford -
Bochelau - - Bucklow

Cuntitone -

Cuddington -
Dudeſtan -

Broxton

Deneport - Davenport -
Mildeſtvic -

Northwich

Depenbech - Malpas - - Dudeſtan - - Broxton

| - -

Deveneham - Davenham -
Mildeſtvic - Northwich

.
Dochintone -

Duckington -
Dudeſtan - - Broxton

| Dodeſtune -
Dodleſton -

Atiſcros -
Broxton

!. IJone

Dunham-Maſſey • Bochelau - - Bucklow
IDoneham - Dunham on the hill " Roelau -

Ediſbury

Duntune -
Dutton - - Tunendune - Bucklow

: -
Eccleſtone -

Eccleſton -
Dudeſtan -

Broxton

| Edelaue - - - - Wilaveſton

-

Ediſberie - Ediſbury -

tº
Fdulvintune - Adlington -

Hameſtan -
Macclesfield

Eghe
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Eghe - - -

Eleacier - -

Eltone - -

Elweldelie t

Emelelei - -

Entrebus - -

Epletune - -

Eſtham - -

Eſtone,

Eſtune, and

Eſſetune

Eſwelle - -

Eteſhalle - -

Etingehalle - -

Etone - -

Ferentone - -

Froteſham - -

Gaitone - -

Goſtrel - -

Goveſurde - -

Graveſberie -

Gropenhale - -

Hale - -

Hamiteberie - -

Hanlei - -

Hantone - -

Haregrave - -

Haretone - . .

Hefinghel -

Heleſbie - -

Heletune - -

Herford -

Hofinchel -

Holloch - -

Holiſurde - -

Hotone -- -

Hunditone - -

Hungrewenitune -

Iniſe - - -

- Kenardeſlie -

Lai - - -

Laitone - -

Landechen - -

Lautune -

Lavorchedone ºt

Edge - -

Elton - -

Alvanley - -

Enley in Norton -

Antrobus - -

Appleton - -

Eaſtham - -

Aſton, Aſton- -

Grange, Aſton- }
Mondrem, &c.

Heſwall - -

Idenſhaw - -

Eaton - - -

Farndon - -

Frodſham - -

Gayton

Gooſtrey - -

Gawſworth - -

Graiſby - -

Gropenhall - -

Hale - -

Henbury - -

Handley - -

Hampton - -

Hargrave - -

Hatherton - -

Helſby - -

Halton - -

Hartford - -

Wheelock - -

Hollingworth -

Hooton - -

Huntington - -

Ince - - -

Lea - - -

Landican - -

Lawton - -

Larkdon, or

Harton . * } Duklu

Dudeſtan -

Mildeſtvie

Tunendune -

Roelau -

Tunendune -

Tunendune

Tunendune -

Wilaveſton -

Riſeton, -

Tunendune, and

Warmondeſtrou

Wilaveſton -

Mildeſtvic

Riſeton -

Dudeſtan -

Dudeſtan -

Roelau -

Wilaveſton -

Mildeſtvic -

hameſtan -

Wilaveſton

Tunendune

Bochelau -

Hameſtan

Dudeſtan. -

Dudeſtan -

Wilaveſton

Warmondeſtrou

Hameſtan

Roelau -

Tunendune

Roelau. -

Hameſtan -

Mildeſtvic -

Hameſtan -

Wilaveſton -

Dudeſtan -

Hameſtan

Roelau -

Roelau

Dudeſtan -

Hameſtan

Wilaveſton -

Mildeſtvic -

Broxton

Ediſbury

Ediſbury

Bucklow

Bucklow

Bucklow

Wirrall

Bucklow and

Nantwich

Wirrall

Ediſbury

Broxton

Broxton

Ediſbury

Wirrall

Northwich

Macclesfield.

Wirrall

Bucklow

Bucklow

Macclesfield.

Broxton

Broxton

Ediſbury

Nantwich

Ediſbury

Bucklow

Ediſbury

Northwich

Macclesfield.

Wirrall

Broxton

Ediſbury

Broxton

Wirrall

Northwich

Broxton.

5
Lece



326
C H E S H I R. E.

Lece - - Lees - - Mildeſtvic

Leche - - Lache - - Atiſcros -

Lege - - High-Legh - - Bochelau -

Legh - - Little Leigh - Tunendune

Leſtone - - Leighton - - Wilaveſton -

Leveteſham - - Ledſham - - Wilaveſton

Lime - - Lymm - - Bochelau • .

Maclesfield - - Macclesfield • Hameſtan

Maneſhale and Church-Minſhull,and Mildeſtvic

Maneſſelie - Minſhull-Vernon

Melas - - Meoles - - Wilaveſton -

enlie - - Manley - - Roelau -

Mera - - Mere - - Bochelau -

Merburie - - Marbury - - Warmondeſtrou

§...". Manon . . Hameun -
Merleſtone - - Marleſton - - Atiſeros -

Mideſtune - {: or } Tunendune -

Middleton-Grange -

Moletune - - Moulton

Molintone - - Molington

Motburlege - - Mobberley

- - Mildeſtvic -

- - Wilaveſton -

- - Bochelau -

Motre - - Mottram - - Hameſtan -

Mulintune - - Millington

Neſſe - - Neſſe

Neſtone - - Neſton

- - Bochelau -

- -- Wilaveſton -

- - Wilaveſton -

Newbold - - Newbold Aſtbury - Mildeſtvic -

Newentone - - Newton - - Ceſtre -

Newtone - - Newton - - Milleſtvic -

Nordberie - - Norbury - - Hameſtan -

Nortune - - Norton - - Tunendune -

Norwordine - - Norden, or Northenden Bochelau -

Oltetone - - Oulton - - Riſeton -

Olretune - - Ollerton - • Bochelau -

Dudeſtan and

Optone - - Upton - -- Wilaveſton }

Ovre * - Over * - - Dudeſtan •

Ovreton - - Overton - - Dudeſtan -

Pevre - - Peover - - Bochelau -

Pevreton - - Pecſorton - - Riſeton --

Pićtetone - - Piéton - - Wilaveſton -

Warmondeſtrou and
Pol - - Poole - Wilaveſton

Pontone - - - - Warmondeſtrou

Pontone - - Poolton - - Wilaveſton .-

Potitone - - Podington - - Wilaveſton -,

- Northwich

- Broxton

- Bucklow

- Bucklow

- Wirrall

... Wirrall -

- Bucklow

- Macclesfield

- Northwich

- Wirrall

- Ediſbury

- Bucklow

- Nantwich

- Macclesfield

- Broxton

- Bucklow

- Northwich

- Wirrall

- Bucklow

- Macclesfield

- Bucklow

- Wirrall.

- Wirrall

- Northwich

- Broxton

- Northwich

- Macclesfield

- Bucklow

- Bucklow

- Ediſbury

- Bucklow

Broxton and

Wirrall -

- Ediſbury

- Broxton

- Bucklow

- Ediſbury

- Broxton

Nantwich and

Wirrall,

- Wirrall

- Wirrall

Preftune
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Preſture

Pulford

Rabie

Redeclive

Rode -

Rodeſthorne

Rodo

Rumelie

Rufitone

Salhale, or Salhare

Saltone

Sanbec

Santune

Seneleſtume

Sibroc

Socheliche

Sotowiche

Sproſtune

Spureſtone

Stabelei, or Stablei

Prenton

Pulford

Raby

Radcliffe,

Odd-Rode

Roſthorne

North-Rode

Romily

Ruſhton

Saughall

Saighton

Sandbach

Snelſon

Shipbrook

Shocklach

Shotwick

Sproſton

Spurſtow

Tabley-Over and Nether

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Ceſtre

Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Bochelau - - Bucklow

Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Dudeſtan - - Ediſbury

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Warmondeſtrou

Bochelau - - Macclesfield

Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Bochelau - - Bucklow

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Warmondeſtrou

Stanei

Stanlei"

Stapleford

Storetone

Sudendune

Sudtone, or Sutone

Sumreford

Sundreland

Surveleg

Tadetune

Tatenale

Tatune

Tengeſtiviſie

Tereth

Terve

Tevretone

Tidultane

Telleſtone

Titeſle

Torintone

Torintune

Torpelei

Traford

{

Stanney

Stapleford

Stourton

Sidington

Sutton

Somerford

Sunderland in Dunham

Maſſey

Shurlach

Tetten

Tattenhall

Tatton

Tingtwiſtle

Tarvin

Teverton

Tilſton-Fermall

Tilſton

Thornton

Thornton in the Moors

Tarporley

Trafford

Dudeſtan - - Broxton and Ediſbury

Wilaveſton - - Wirrall

Hameſtan - - Macclesfield ***

Mildeſtvic andWilaveſton Northwich and Wirrall

Mildeſtvic andWilaveſton Northwich and Wirrall

} Bochelau - - Bucklow

Mildeſtvic - Northwich

Mildeſtvic - - Northwich

Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Bochelau - - Bucklow

Hameſtan - - Macclesfield

Warmondeſtrou

Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Riſeton - - Ediſbury

Dudeſtan - - Broxton

Hameſtan - -

Wilaveſton - Wirrall

Dudeſtan - - Ediſbury

Riſeton - Ediſbury

Wilaveſton - - Broxton

* It appears by the ſurvey that this had been formerly eſteemed part of the manor of Weſton in Wybunbury.

T t Trafford,Vol. II.
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*

Trafford, Troford,

or Trosford

Tuigwelle - -

Turaſtaneton -

Tufigeham -

Ulvre - -

Walcretune -

Walea - -

Wareburgetune -

Wareford - -

Wareneberie -

Warhelle - -

Warnet - -

Watenhale - -

Warretone - -

Wenitone - -

Werbleſtume -

Weſtaneſtune, or

Wiſteteſtume }

Weſtone - -

Wevre - -

Wibaldelai -

Wilaveſtune -

Wimeberie - -

Wimundeſham -

Winfletone - -

Wireſwelle

Wiſdelea - -

Witelei - -

Witume - -

Wiveleſde - -

Wivewrene - -

Wivreham - -

Bridge-Trafford, and

Wimbold’s-Trafford

Thingwell -

Thurſtaſton -

Tuſhingham

Walgherton

Wallaſey -

Warburton -

Warford t

Wrenbury -

Wardle -

Werneth -

Wettenhall -

Waverton, or Warton -

Winnington -

Worleſton -

Wiſłaſton -

Weſton -

Weaver -

Wimbaldeſley

Willaſton -

Wybunbury -

Wincham -

Wirſwall -

Whitley -

Witton -

Wervin -

Weverham -

Roelau -

Wilaveſton -

Wilaveſton -

Dudeſtan -

Riſeton

Warmondeſtrou

Wilaveſton -

Bochelau -

Bochelau -

Warmondeſtrou

Riſeton -

Hameſtan -

Riſeton -

Dudeſtan -

Roelau -

Warmondeſtrou

Warmondeſtrou

{Tº and War

mondeſtrou

Mildeſtvic

Mildeſtvic -

Warmondeſtrou

Warmondeſtrou

Bochelau

Riſeton

Warmondeſtrou

Wilaveſton

Tunendune

Mildeſtvic

Warmondeſtrou

Wilaveſton

Roelau -

Ediſbury

Wirrall

Wirrall

Broxton

Nantwich

Wirrall

Bucklow

Macclesfield

Nantwich

Ediſbury

Macclesfield

Ediſbury

Broxton

Ediſbury

Nantwich

Nantwich

} Bucklow and Nantwieh

Ediſbury

Northwich

Nantwich

Nantwich

Bucklow

Nantwich

Bucklow

Northwich

Broxton

Ediſbury

The pariſhes of Aldford, Aſtbury, Backford, Bebbington, Bidſton, Brereton,

Bromborough, Burton, Cheadle, Eaſtham, Harthill, Weſt-Kirkby, Plemſtall,

Preſtbury, Runcorn, Stoak, Stockport, Swettenham, Tattenhall, Taxall, Wilm

ſlow, and Woodchurch, are not noticed by name in the Survey, although

it contains many of their component townſhips: many townſhips, both of theſe

and other pariſhes, are omitted.

Eccleſiaſtical
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Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction and Diviſion.

This County was, in ancient times, ſubject to the juriſdićtion of the Biſhops of

Mercia, who ſometimes had their ſeat at Cheſter. Peter, who was biſhop of

this dioceſe in the reign of William the Conqueror, removed the epiſcopal ſee to

Cheſter, placing it, as it is ſaid, in St. John's church: his ſucceſſors were, for

more than three centuries, occaſionally called by hiſtorians, Biſhops of Cheſter;

although his immediate ſucceſſor, Robert de Lindſey, had removed the ſee from

Cheſter to Coventry, where he had built a magnificent palace. Mathew Paris ſays,

that in his days, the biſhopric had three ſeats, Cheſter, Lichfield, and Coventry.

In the year 1541, King Henry VIII. made Cheſter a diſtinčt biſhopric, aſſigning

it for a dioceſe, the archdeaconries of Cheſter and Richmond, ſevered from the

fees of Lichfield and Coventry, and York: and compriſing the whole of Cheſhire

and Lancaſhire; part of Yorkſhire, Cumberland, and Weſtmoreland; one chapelry

in Denbighſhire, and four pariſhes in Flintſhire. By the King's charter, the new

biſhopric was placed in the province of Canterbury; but by an act of parliament

paſſed 33 Henry VIII., the dioceſe of Cheſter was transferred from the province

of Canterbury to that of York. The original revenues of the biſhopric conſiſted

of the manor of Weſton, in Derbyſhire, the manor-houſe of which was intended

as a country ſeat for the biſhop, and, being locally ſituated within the dioceſe of

Lichfield and Coventry, was, by the a& of 33 Henry VIII., ordained to be within

that of Cheſter; the manor of Abbots-Cotton in Cheſhire; various other lands

and impropriate rectories, which had belonged to the diſſolved monaſtery of

St. Werburgh, and the revenues of the archdeaconries of Cheſter" and Rich

mond. Dr. William Knight, being archdeacon of both, had previouſly fur

rendered his archdeaconries to the King, and it was ordained that the archdeacons

ſhould in future receive, in lieu of their former revenues, 5cl. per ann, each,

payable by the biſhop. Among the revenues of the archdeaconry of Cheſter,

were certain mortuaries, due, by ancient cuſtom, on the death of every rector and

vicar within his juriſdiction; namely, the beſt horſe, or mare, with the bridle and

* A map of this extenſive dioceſe was publiſhed in the time of Biſhop Peploe. * Among

the temporalities belonging to the archdeacon, was a meſſuage near St. John's church, called the

archdeacon’s houſe, formerly the reſidence of the archdeacons. This meſſage was leaſed to the

Brereton family, in the reign of Henry VIII. : it was re-built not many years ago, and is now the

reſidence of Edward Vernon, Eſq. the preſent leſſee. Biſhop Peploe built another houſe in the

adjoining orchard, now the property (as leſſee) and reſidence of William Wynne, Eſq.

Tt 2 ſaddle,
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*

ſaddle, boots, and ſpurs; the beſt hat; the beſt book; the beſt upper garment,

cloak, gown, or coat; caſſock, doublet, and breeches; girdle, ſhoes, and ſtock

ings; beſt tippet, garters, ſhirt, band, and cuffs; gloves, ſeal, ring, purſe, and all

the money in it at the time of his death. In the 21ſt year of King Henry VIII.

an ačt of parliament paſſed for the relief of the poor people, and other perſons of

the realm, from the payment of exceſſive mortuaries, which, for the future, were

to be regulated, according to the value of the perſonal property of the deceaſed ;

but the ancient right of the archdeacons of Cheſter, to the above-mentioned mor

tuaries from their clergy, though more oppreſſive, perhaps, than any others,

were, by that ačt, recognized and confirmed; and it was not till the year 1755,

that the Cheſhire clergy were relieved from this burden, when an act of parlia

ment paſſed, by which theſe mortuaries were aboliſhed, and the reëtory of

Waverton annexed to the ſee of Cheſter in lieu thereof, to take place on the

firſt vacancy, or avoidance of that rectory. -

In the year 1547, Biſhop Bird ſurrendered to the King the manor of Weſton,

and all other temporalities belonging to the ſee, and received in exchange ſeveral

impropriate reëlories and rents in various counties, which, with the revenues

of the above-mentioned archdeaconries, ſtill belong to the ſee, except the

rečtory of Workington, in exchange for which, Queen Mary, in the year 1557,

gave a fee-farm rent of 1431. 16s. 24d. in St. Bees, the rectories of Cartmel and

Childwall, in Lancaſhire, and the patronage of all the prebends in the cathedral

of Cheſter. The archdeaconry of Cheſter compriſes the whoſe of Cheſhire; that

part of Lancaſhire which lies ſouth of the Ribble; four pariſhes in Flintſhire, and

one chapelry in Denbighſhire. That part of the archdeaconry which lies within

this county, is divided into ſeven deaneries, Cheſler, Frodſham, Macclesfield,

Wich-Malbank alias Namptwich, Malpas, Middlewich, and Wirrall.

Camden ſtates the number of pariſhes in this county to be about 68; he muſt

mean excluſively of thoſe in the city of Cheſter; but even that is confiderably

below the preſent number. There are now 86 in the whole, nine of which are

in the city of Cheſter: of theſe pariſhes 46 are rectories, 22 vicarages, and 18

donatives, or curacies. The tythes of about 20 pariſhes were appropriated to

religious houſes; ſome of theſe are annexed to the ſee of Cheſter; but moſt of

them are in lay hands. Knutsford was made a pariſh, by ačt of parliament, in

1740. Many of the Cheſhire pariſhes are of great extent, and compriſe nume

rous townſhips, and more than one chapelry : Preſtbury has 32 townſhips, and

14 chapels, of which only one is domeſtic. Some of the chapelries having the

privilege of baptiſm and ſepulture, are called parochial, being, as Sir Peter Ley

3 ccfter
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ceſter obſerves, “as leſſer pariſhes created within the greater, for the benefit of

the neighbourhood.” Some of theſe have erroneouſly obtained the appellation

of pariſhes.

Sir Peter Leyceſter calls thoſe chapels which have been built for the accommo

dation of one or more townſhips, not having the liberty of baptiſm, or burial,

“chapels of eaſe;” and thoſe which have been built in or near the houſes of great

perſons, and at their expence, “domeſtic-chapels.” In Sir Peter Leyceſter's liſt,

Witton and ſome others in the hundred of Northwich are, by an error of the preſs,

as it ſhould ſeem, claſſed with the domeſtic-chapels. Little Budworth and Nant

wich have long been conſidered as pariſhes; Knutsford has been made ſo by act

of parliament, and ſome have been made parochial, ſince Sir Peter Leyceſter's time.

In Bacon’s edition of E&ton's Liber Regis, there are ſeveral miſtakes as to the

parochial chapels: in the following liſt", the parochial and domeſtic chapels are

diſtinguiſhed by the letters P. and D.; thoſe marked with an aſteriſk have been

augmented with Queen Anne's bounty: the date of conſecration is added to thoſe

which have been built within the laſt century.

chapel. Pariſhes.

Adlington, D. - - - - Preſtbury

Alſager, P. - (conſecrated in 1789) - Barthomley

Altrincham, P. (conſecrated in 1799) - Bowden

*Alvanley - - (diſuſed) - - Frodſham

*Aſton, P. - - - - - Runcorn

*Birkenhead - - - - Extraparochial

*Boſley - - - - Preſtbury

Bruera, or Church-on-Heath, P. - - St. Oſwald, Cheſter

*Burley-dam' - - - - Aéton

*Burwardſley - (conſecrated in 1735) - Bunbury

*Capeſthorne - - - Preſtbury

*Carrington - (conſecrated in 1759) - Bowden

Chad - - - - TMalpas

*Chad-kirk - - - - Stockport

*Chelford " - - - - Preſtbury

Cholmondeley, D. - - - Malpas

chiº, Church, or clerº; (conſecrated in 1779) Preſtbury
in Macclesfield'

• Correàed by William Nicholls, Eſq. deputy regiſtrar to the Biſhop of Cheſter. * This chapel is an extreme angle of

the chapelry of Wrenbury, in the pariſh of Aëton, within the townſhip of Dodcot-cum-Wilkſley. * There have been

ſome burials lately at Chad; but children are not baptized there. * The old chapel was pulled down, and a new one

built on another ſite, and conſecrated in 1776. Chriſtenings are permitted in this chapel, and burials in the chapel

yard, which are regiſtered at the old chapel.

*Congleton, P.
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*Congleton, P. - - - Aſtbury

*Dareſbury, P. - - - - Runcorn

*Diſley, P. - - - - Stockport

Dukenfield, D. - (diſuſed) - Stockport

*Foreſt-chapel - - - - Preſtbury

*Gooſtrey, P. - - - Sandbach

*Halton, P. - - - - Rumcorn

*Haſlington - - - - Barthomley

Hargrave, P. - - - - Tarvin

Holmes-chapel, or Church Holme, P. - - Sandbach

*St. John’s without the North Gate - - Cheſter

*Latchford - (conſecrated in 1781) - Grappenhall

*High-Legh, D. - - - Roſthorne

*Little-Leigh, P. - - - Great-Budworth

Macclesfield, P. - - - - Preſtbury

Marbury, P. - - - - Whitchurch (Salop)

*Marple, P. - - - - Stockport

*Marton, P. - - - - Preſtbury

*Norbury" - - - - Stockport

Over-Peover, P. - - - Roſthorne

Nether-Peover, D. -- - - Great-Budworth

*Pott-Shrigley, P. - - Preſtbury

*Poynton, P'. - - - - Preſtbury

*Rainow - - - - Preſtbury

*Ringey - - - - Bowden

*Saltersford, or Jenkin Chapel (conſecrated in 1794)" Preſtbury

*Siddington, P. - - - - Preſtbury

*Stockport—St. Peter, (conſecrated in 1768)

Nether-Tabley, D. - - Great-Budworth

*Thelwall - - - - Runcorn

Annexed to a mediety of the
Warburton, P. - - - - { rečtory of Lymm

+Wettenhall - - - Over

Nether-Whitley, D. - - - Great-Budworth

*Wincle - - - Preſtbury

*Witton, P. - - - Great-Budworth

*Woodhead - - - - Mottram w

Woodhey, D. - - - - Aćton

*Wrenbury, P^. - - - - Acton

* Children are baptized at Norbury; but there are no burials. * The old chapel was pulled down, and a new one built

on another ſite, and conſecrated in 1789. * It was erected in 1739; and divine ſervice was from that time per

formed in it; but, although augmented by Queen Anne's bounty, it was not conſecrated till 1794. n Wrenbury is gene

rally called a pariſh; and it appears that it was ſo when Webb made his Itinerary of Cheſhire, in the reign of King James I.

(See Vale-Royal, p. 65.) It differs, nevertheleſs, in no reſpect from other parochial chapelries.

In
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In the foregoing liſt, domeſtic-chapels, in private houſes, are not included, only

ſuch as are detached buildings.

There were formerly chapels which have been either entirely demoliſhed, or

are now in ruins at Great-Boughton, at Congleton near the bridge, Moreton in

Wirrall, Newton, Pooſey, Poulton, Stretton, Over-Tabley, and Wervin.

Monaſteries, Colleges, and Hoſpitals.

THE Benedićtine monks had a great abbey at Cheſter, dedicated to St. Wer

burgh, a priory at Birkenhead, and a cell in the Iſle of Hilbree; the Benedićtine

nuns had a priory at Cheſter; the Ciſtercian monks an abbey at Vale-Royal ;

another at Combermere ; another at Stanlaw, afterwards removed to Whalley, in

Lancaſhire; and a fourth at Poulton, afterwards removed to Deulacres, in Stafford

ſhire; the Auſtin canons had a priory at Runcorn, afterwards removed to Norton;

and a ſmall priory at Mobberley; the Praemonſtratenfian canons had a monaſtery

at Warburton; the Knights Hoſpitallers had a preceptory at Barrow, and the

black, grey, and white friers, had houſes at Cheſter. Mention is made in ancient

writings of the monaſteries of St. Michael's and St. Anne's in Cheſter; we read of

ancient monaſteries exiſting in the Saxon times at Bromborough and Runcorn; of

theſe no particulars are known. At Cheſter was the ancient collegiate church of

St. John the Baptiſt, for a dean and prebendaries, or canons. There was a college

at Bunbury for ſecular chaplains, founded by Sir Hugh Calveley; another at

Macclesfield was intended by archbiſhop Savage. At Cheſter were the ancient hoſ

pitals of St. John, and St. Giles, and St. Urſula; there were hoſpitals alſo at Beb.

bington, Boughton; Denwall, in Neſton; Nantwich, Tarvin, and Wybunbury.

Market Towns.

THE preſent number of market towns in this county, excluſive of Cheſter, is

twelve, Altrincham, Congleton, Frodſham, Knutsford, Macclesfield, Malpas,

Middlewich, Nantwich, Neſton, Northwich, Sandbach, Stockport, and Tar

porley. There is a weekly market for proviſions at Winsford-bridge, on the

Weaver, in the pariſhes of Over and Middlewich, of late become populous in conſe

quence of the extenſion of the ſalt trade in that neighbourhood. The principal

market towns for corn are Cheſter, Nantwich, and Sandbach; there are corn markets

alſo at Congleton, Macclesfield, Middlewich, and Stockport; but the moſt conſider

2 able
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*

able trade between the corn-growers and the millers is carried on at a place called

the Four-lane-ends near Tarporley. None of the Cheſhire markets are noted at

preſent for the ſale of any other particular commodity; but at Nantwich, beſides

the uſual weekly market, there is a great cattle market called the new-market,

from the firſt Saturday in February till the latter end of May.

Neſton and Tarporley, though the latter was certainly an ancient market-town,

are not mentioned in the liſt in King's Vale Royal, which appears to have

been made out in Queen Elizabeth's reign; it is probable that the markets had

been diſcontinued and have ſince been revived. Tarvin, which had been then

lately made a market-town by the influence of Sir John Savage, has loſt its

market beyond the memory of man. The following places had, in ancient time,

charters for markets, all of which have been long diſcontinued; Aldford,

Alderley, Audlem, Brereton, Bromborough, Burton, Coddington, and Upton.

In the reign of Henry VIII., Sir Piers Dutton intended, if death had not

prevented him, to have procured a charter for a market at Halton; where a

market long ſince decayed, was formerly held on Saturday by preſcription. The

moſt noted fairs in the county are thoſe of Cheſter", Macclesfield, and

Northwich ; the moſt conſiderable, fair at Macclesfield is on the 22d of June

for cattle, wool, cloth, cotton, and hardware : the Northwich fairs are

almoſt entirely for the ſale of Yorkſhire goods, of which there is a con

ſiderable mart.

Population.

CHESHIRE not having been included in the ſubſidy roll of King Edward III.,

we have no opportunity of comparing its ancient, with the preſent population.

It appears by the returns made to parliament purſuant to the population act

in 1801, that there were then 34,482 inhabited, and 1139 uninhabited houſes

in this county; the total number of inhabitants is ſtated to have been 191,751,

of whom 92,759 were males, and 98,992 females. Of the total number 38,823

were employed in agriculture, and 67,447 in trade, manufactures, and handicrafts.

The following account of the number of houſes, families, and perſons in each

townſhip is taken from the above-mentioned return : the townſhips are arranged

alphabetically under each pariſh, and the total of the population of each pariſh

including its chapelries, if it has any, is given. -

* See the account of Cheſter.

A&ton
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A&on

Aſton-Mondrem

Auſterſon

Bºddington

Brindley I

Burland Townſhips of

Cool-Pilate l -

Cholmondeſton > the pariſh of &

AćtonEdlaſton

Faddiley

Henhull

Hurlſton

Poole

Stoke

Worleſton J |-

Total in the above townſhips

Sound, a townſhip partly inAan)

and partly in Wrenbury

Wrenbury-cum-Frith Townſhips in

Bromhall the Cha d;

Wirſwall • Chapel, l
Woodcot of Wrenbury

Total - -

Total in the pariſh of A&ton, includ

ing the chapelry of Wrenbury }

Alderley. Superior Townſhips of

Alderley-Inferior } owninips o

Great-Warford Alderley

Total - - -

Aldford

Buerton Townſhips of

Churton, part of Aldford

Edgerley

Total - -

Vol. II.
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52 I 55 262

18 - 23 I I I

6 - 6 59

I 3 - 17 I 2 I

28 - 29 148

8o - 8o 371

5 - 5 39

24 2 34 168

16 - 16 88

37 I 45 224

9 : - 9 45

- 27 - 29 162

23 3 3o 168

2Q I 28 127

46 2 51 269

4O4. I o 454 2362

33 - 37 192

6o e 79 4O4.

I 8 - 22 I4o

I4 - 16 Io3

4 - 5 29

96 2 I 2.2 676

533 I 2 613 323o

79 2 79 4c8

76 82 483

56 - 59 287

2 I i 3 220 , 11.78

68 - 75 331

6 - 6 39

33 - 40 140

I - I 6

Io:3 1 2O 5 16

Aſhtow



339 C H E S H H R E.

º ".º Families. Perſons,

Aſhton on Merſey - - - - - - 134. 8 142 773

Sale - - - - - - - 134 2 136 819

A part of both of theſe townſhips being in the pariſh of Bowden, and the proportions not

having been given in ſeparately ; the population of the pariſh of Aſhton on Merſey cannot

be aſcertained. -

Aſtbury-cum-Newbold r - - - 91 - II.4. 575

Alcumlow-cum-Moreton - - - 2O - 2O 1 16

Congleton - - - 828 27 862 3861

Davenport - - - 14 - 15 89

Eaton Townſhips - - - 33 6 36 184

Hulme-Walfield > of < - - • I 5 - I6 I 22

Bug-Lawton - - - 8o 3 90 507

3. Aſtbury - - - 128 I 16o 917

Radnor - - - 2 - * 2 I4.

Smallwood - - 82 I 9d 492

Somerford-Booths - - - - 4o - 45 25o

Somerford-Radnor J * - - I9 - 23 I42

Total - - - - - 1352 38 1473 7269

Audlem l Townſhips ſ - - - 190 4. 214 695

Buerton - - - 54 2 8 I 405

Hankelow ſ of l - - 25 2. 42 207

Tittenley Audlem - - - , 5 - 5 43

Total of the above townſhips - * -- 274 8 342 I35o

Dodcot-cum-Wilkſley - - - - - - 92 3 I I2 755

Newhall - - - - - I 2G I 171 819

N. B. Theſe townſhips are partly in Audlem, and partly in Wrenbury: there appears to

have been no return of the townſhip of Cool-lane.

Backford - ſ - - - 26 - 28 138

Chorlton Townſhips | - • I 2 - I 2 68

Coughall of < - - - 2 - 2 17

- Lea Backford ! - - 1 I - I r 7o

Great-Mollington l - -- 17 r 18 I It

|

- Total - - - - 68 I 71 4C4

Baddiley - - - - - - - • 42 - 47 276

Barrow - - - - - • J - 88 I 88 So I

Barthomley
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#." §." Fºl. P-6.

*arthomley Townſhips - - - 88. i 88 184

Alſager of - - - - 49 I 49 275

Crewe ſ' Barthomley - - 46 - 48 289

Haſlington } - - - 147 - 147 677

Total sº - - - 330 2 332 1.425

The townſhip of Balterley in this pariſh, (ſituated in Staffordſhire,) contained 39 inhabited,

2 uninhabited houſes, 42 families, and 237 perſons.

Bebington, Higher, ſ - - - 31 - 3v. 143.

- - Lower Townſhips I - - - 53 - 55 263.

Poolton-cum-Spittle of 3. - - I 8 - 18 87.

Storeton | Bebington | - - - 34 - 34. 18O

Tranmore t - - - 7o 5 77 353

Total - - - - - - 206. 5. 215 1ozá

Bidſton-cum-Ford - - - 3o - 3o 199

Claughton Toº 3. - - - I I - I 2 67.

Moreton Bidſton - - 39 3: 39 2 Io

Saughall-Maſſie - - - - 20 - 22 98

Total - - - - * - IOO 3. 103 574

Birkenhead, an extra-parochial Chapelry - I6 - 17 IIo.

Bowden m - - - 6o - 64 34o

Agden - - - I I - I 2 8;

Altrincham - - - 34o 3 346 1692

Aſhley • - - 5 I 2 55 288

Baguley Townſhips - - - 76 I 78 423,

Bollington of - - - 34. - 45 2O2

Carrington | Bowd tº- - 7o – 78 435

Dunham-Maffey Owoleil - - - I 54 I I 54 872

Hale - - I 2 i I 156 783

Partington - - - - 65 - 65 358

Timperley J U - - - 84 - I 15 588

Total of the above townſhips - - 1066 8 I 168 69%

Part of the townſhips of Aſhton on Merſey, and Sale, are in this pariſh. See Aſhton.

*reton-cum-Smethwick - - - - - - 81 2 81 556

BrozaU u 2
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Bromborough } Townſhips of { - -

Brimſtage Bromborough - -

To'al - - - - -

Great-Budworth - -

Anderton r - -

Antrobus - -

Appleton and Hull - -

Aſton * * - - -

Barnton - -

Bartington - -

Cogſhall

Comberbach

Crowley

Dutton of

Little-Legh Great-Budworth -

Marbury

Marſton - -

Pickmere

Seven-oaks

Stretton -

Townſhips

Lower-Tabley - -

Higher-Whitley - -

Lower-Whitley \ - -

Wincham -

Total • . - -

Wººntºniº ſ - -

Birches

Hartford

Hulſe -

Lache-Dennis in the -

Loſtock-Gralam i chapelry of

Northwich Witton - -

Townſhips - -

Caſtle-Northwich - -

Winnington l
-

Total - - -

"... "...” Finla relia.

º

- 52 - 52 277

- 25 i 25 127

- 77 I 77 4O4.

- IOO 2 Io9 463

- 35 - 35 I9 I

- G8 I 68 35 I

- I45 2 245 1206

- 61 3 62 396

- 79 - 89 4oz

- 16 - 16 77

- 1 I - I I 57

- 33 I 33 142

- 23 - 24. 147

- 34 - 52 3o I

- 7o 2 71 38o

- 4. I 5 2o

- 53 i 56 284

- 27 I 3o 148

- 24. - 24 13o

- 37 I 41 22O

- 19 – 2 I 127

15 I 48 283

- 2 I 2 39 137

- 45 - 71 367

- 92O 18 1 14o 5829

- 279 3 295 1531

- I - I l3.

- IO4 - Io9 472.

- - 5 - 5 37

- 5 - 6 43.

- 7o I 7o 361

- 34o 5 34o 1338

- - - - 385.

- 31 2 33 196

- 835 I I 859 4376

The houſes and families in the chapelry of Witton are excluſive of thoſe in Caſtle-Northwich,

which were not returned.

Nether
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a

º

ºf a

* - ": "...” Finia. Paſº.

Nether-Peover Townſhips of - - - 38 - 43 256

Little-Peover the chapelry of - * • 20- - 22. 131

Alloſtock p D ry l - - 76 - 79 419

Plumley Nether-Peover 55 3 63 303

Total - - - - 189 3 207 I Io9

Great-Budworth - - - 92.0 18 I 14o 5829

Witton chapelry } and its townſhips { - - 835 I I 859 4376

Nether-Peover - - - 189 3 207 I Io9

Total in the pariſh of Great-Budworth I944. 32 2206 I 1,314

Little-Budworth - - - - - 74 3. 90 434

Bunbury - ſ - - - 92 - 92 519

Alpraham - - 54 - 66 335

Beeſton H - - - 61. - 61 377

Burwardſley - - - - 40 2. 44. 2O4.

Calveley Townſhips - - - 27 I 27 144

Haughton f 4 - - - 24. - 24 1 5 I

Peckforton > O - - - 44. - 53. 26o

Ridley + Bunbury - - 1 22

Spurſtow - - * - 5o - 65 339

Tilſton-Fernall - - I9 - I9 I 3o.

Tiverton - - - 74 - 74 377

Wardle J |- - - 17 I 2O I 15.

Total - - - - - - 5oz 4. 545 3073.

Burton Townſhips of - - - - 56 - 56 288

Puddington } Burton { -- - 2O I 2 I I 39

Total - - - - 76 I 77 427

Cheadle-Bulkeley Townſhips - - - 283 17 294 1577

Cheadle-Moſeley } of { - - 191 8 195" 971

Handforth-cum-Boſdon Cheadle - - 187 9 I92 Io34.

Total - - - - 661. 34 681 3582

* The number of houſes and families in the townſhip of Ridley was not returned; the total number of houſes in the pariſh,

therefore, muſt have been Judging from the number of inhabitants in that townſhip) about 520, inſtead of 502.

Cheſter.
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Inhabited Uninhabited
• Houſes. Houſes. Families. Perſons.

Cheſter

St. Bridget's pariſh - - - - 148. 5 154. 636.

St. John-Baptiſt - - - - - - 823 24. 906 3831
St. Martin’s - - - - - I 24 5 I44. 574.

St. Mary's - - - - - - 461 2 494. 2 129

Gloverſione n ... " - * * * 29 I 39 I 2.2

Marlſton-cum-Lache | To"P" - - 13 - 19 87

Mollington-Parva of St. Mary's - - 4. - 4. 23

Moſton Pariſh - - - 2 - 2 I4.

Upton - - - 26 i 26 173

N. B. There was no ſeparate return for the townſhip of Claverton.

St. Michael - - - - - I 20 3 I 52 725

St. Olave - - - - - - - - 98 4. i2O 438

St. Oſwald - - - - - 706 18 737 3377

Bach n ſ - - - 2 I 2. 8

Great-Boughton - - - - - 123 3 126 544

Croughton Townſhips - - - 3 - 3 33

Huntington of - - - I3 - 15 I 1 I

Idinſhaw or Iddinſhall St. Oſwald - - - 2 - 2 18

Newton - - - 28 2 3o I41

Wervin J - " - I I - I I 56

Church-on-heath Townſhips of - - - I - r 8

Lea-cum-Newbold } Bruera, achapelry} - - - 5 - 5 42

Saighton of St. Oſwald - - - 32 - 44. 242

St. Peter - - - - - 168 3 181 8 Io

Holy Trinity - - - - - 435 17 507 2264

Blacon-cum-Crabhall. —A townſhip of Trinity pariſh - 4. - 4. 36

Spittle an extra-parochial townſhip - - - I 5 I 16 7;

Cheſter-caſtle, extra-parochial - - - I I 3 16 I93

Total of Cheſter and the townſhips R. -

of its ſeveral pariſhes - } - - 34O7 93 3760 16,71 o

Chriſtleton
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Chriſtleton (Church)

"... "..." Families. Piºn.

ſ - - - 1 to I I I I 85t

- A- - 15 - I5 88

- - - 2 - 2 2 f

Chriſtleton-Row, Townſhips

- or Rowton - of

Cotton-Abbots Chriſtleton

Cotton-Edmunds

Littleton

Total - -

Coddington Townſhips

Alderſey } of

Chowley Coddington

Total - -

Coppenhall-Church R Townſhips of

-—Monks J. Coppenhall

Total -

Davenham -

Boſtock

Eaton

Leftwich

Moulton -

Newhall > Townſhips

Rudheath of

Shipbrooke Davenham

Shurlach

Stanthorn

Wharton

Whatcroft J

Total -

Dodleſton Townſhips of

Lower-Kinnerton } Dodleſton

Total - -

- - - I i - I 2 73

- - - 5 - 5 24

* - - I43 I I45 857

- - - 15 - I 5 I Io

{ - - 22 I 27 154

- - - IO - IO 56

- - - 47 r 52 320

- - - 54 5 56 241

{ - - - 19 - 24 I 2 I

- - 73 5 8o 362

ſ - - - 71 - 71 327

- - - 28 - 33 173

- - - I - I 15

- - - 189 - 196 899

- * - 18 - 18 Ios

- - * 2 - 2 I3

- - - 5o I 54 264

- - 13 - 13 90

- - - 9 - 9 49

- - - I 3 - 19 I 20.

- - - 99 - 138 753

* - - - IO I Io - 8;

- - 5C3 2. 564 2891

- - - 28 34. 18;

{ - - 16 - 16 97

- - 44. - 5o 282

Eaſtham
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Inhabited Uninhabited Families.Houſes. Houſes. Y’erſons.

Faſtham * - - - 67 2 7o 343

Hooton - - - 19 I 19 9 |

Over. Poole Townſhips - - - 16 - I6 89

Nether-Poole of - - - I - I 13

Sutton Great Eaſtham - - - 24 - 24. I 53

—Little - - - 24. - 26 166
Thornton (Childer. - - 18 18 i 12

Total - - • * - 169 4. 174 97.2

Irbie, a townſhip partly in Eaſtham } - - - 2 i I 2 I Io;

and partly in Woodchurch

whitby, a townſhip partly in Eaſtham - - - 29 I 29 17o

and partly in Stoak - -

Eccleſton Townſhips of - - - 35 I 35 199

Eaton } Eccleſton { - - - 13 - I3 8 I

Total - - - - - 48" t 48 28o

Farndon l - - - - 67 7 75 357

Barton º Townſhips - - - 26 - 3 I 143

Churton i of - • 22 - 25 1 17

Clutton Farndon - - - 16 - 16 72

Crewe J - - - 5 r 5 29

Total - - - - 136 8 1 52 7 18

Frodſham Lordſhip, n ſ

including Bradley,

Overton, Netherton

and Woodhouſes, Townſhips - - - 272 - 389 1351

Alvanley ! of - - - 57 - 57 3.14.
Helſby - - 49 I 49 268

Ringſley Frodſham - - - I O2 3 I2+ 66 [

Manley - - - 48 3 5 I 264

Newton - - - I 2 - 14 1c3

Norley - -- 71 7 71 376

Total - - - - 61 I - I 755 3342

--

Gawſworth
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Inhabited Uninhabited
Houſes. Houſes. Families. Perſons.

Gawſworth - - - - - - 114 - II.4. 697

Guilden-Sutton - - * * * * 22 - 26 158

Grappenhall Townſhips of - - 36 - 41 338

Latchford } Grappenhall { - - - , 142 2 164 754

Total - - - - - 178 2 205 Io92

Handley Townſhips of - - - 31 - 31 203

Golbourne-David Handley { - - Io - IQ 62

Total - - - • 41 4I 265

Harthill - - - - - - - - 24 I 28 ro7

Heſwall cum-Oldfield) Townſhips of - - - 38 - 38 168

Gayton } Heſwall - - - 15 2 17 IOO

Total - - - - - 53 2 55 268

Ince - - - - - 81 - 81 443

Kings-Marſhes, an extra-parochial town-} - - 6 - 6 4O

ſhip in the hundred of Broxton - - -

Knutsford Nether - - - 448 11 491 2052

Over l Townſhips - - - 3o 2 52 32O

Bexton of - - - 8 - 9 49

Ollerton | Knutsford - - - 44 2 44 244.

Toft J - - - 38 - 38 205

Total • . • • * * - 568 J 5 634 2870

Lawton - - - - - - 77 2 84 445

Lymm - • * * * - - - 238 I 3oo 1622

Warburton, united to Lymm - - - - 83 - . 94 466

Total - - - - 32 I I 394 2088

Vol. II, X x Malpas
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Malpas

Agden

Bºckerton

Bickley

Bradley

Broxton

Hulkeley

Chidlow

Cholmondeley

Charlton

Cuddington

Duckington

Edge

Egerton

Hampton .

Larton

Macefen

Newton

Oldcaſtle

Overton

Stockton

Tuſhingham-cum

Grindley

Wighough

Wigland -

Total

Marbury-cum-Quoiſley

Norbury

Total

Middlewich

Byley-cum-Yatehouſes

Clive

Croxton

Kinderton-cum-Hulme

Minſhull-Vermon

Moſeborow-cum-Parme

n

|
}. of

|

J

Townſhips

of

Malpas

Townſhips of

} Marbury

Chapelry

-
-

Townſhips

Middlewich

<

{

ſ

|

{

|

Inhabited UninhabitedHouſes, Ilouſes. Families. Perſons.

- - 19 I 3 225 926

- - - 13 . T 15 90

- - 52 I 57 270

- - - 8 I - 9 | 435

- - - I 3 - I3 77

- " - - 52 - 53 275

- - 28 - 33 184

- - - 2 - 2 17

- - - 4 I - 55 292

- - - I4. - I4. 94.

- - 8 I I 88 424.

- - I 2 - I 3 6 I

- - 37 I 52 266

- - - I 2 - I6 Io:3

- - 27 - 34 I59

- - - I I - I I 5o

- - - 9 - 9 46

- - - 2 - 2 23

- - - 34 2 36 2O5

- • I 2 - I6 97.

- - - 6 - 6 23

- - - 30 I 36 I94.

- - - 3 - 3 I9

- - - 30 - 32 16o

- - 793 9 892 4470.

- - 6o 66 372

- - - 67 72 330

- 127 138 7oz

- - 261 7 267 1 190

- - - 2 I I 2 I 130

- - I9 2 I9 I O2

- s - 5 - 5 45

- - - 83 ..I 84 4C4

- - - - 67 I 7o 357

- - - 4. - 4. 27

4. Newton
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Iº:º º Families. Perſons.

Newton l - - - 219. 7 22, º
Occleſton t - - - 15 - I5 85

Ravenſcroft - - - 2 - 2 13

Sproſton Middlewich - - - 19 - 22 15o

Stublach * - - - - 8 - I4. 68
- continued

Sutton - - - 3 - 4. 3o

Weaver - - - - 28 - 3 I I 29

Wimboldeſley l - " - 17 i 17 Icó

Total - - - - 762 2O 797 3779

Minſhull - - - - • - 6o I 79 417

Mobberley - - - - - 2OI 4. 2OI 993

Mottram * - s 183 37 I95 948

Godley - - - 5o 3 5o 27e

Hatterſley Townſhips - - - 81 4. 82 455

Hollingworth of - - - 167 I5 171 9 Io

Matley - - - 48 3 48 285
Newton Mottram - - - I73 9 175 Io95

Stayley - - - I94. 9 197 IoS5

Tintwiſtle - - - 171 I2 177 I O2 I

Total - - - - *- 1c67 92 Io95 5949

Nantwich Townſhips - - - 758 66 783 3463

Alvaſton of ſ - - - 2 I 2 II

Leighton - l - - - 38 I 43 2Go

Woolſtan-Wood Nantwich - - - 7 - 7 4o

Total - - - - • 8o; 68 835 37 I4.

Nefton Y - - - 317 5 33o 1486

Ledſham - - - I 2 - I 2 56

Leighton Townſhips - - - 53 II 57 266

Neſs of - - - 7o - 7o 347

Little-Neſton - - - 53 3 53 254

Raby Neſton - - - 22 - 22 13 I

Thornton-Hough - - - 36 - 36 165

Willaſton J - - - 32 - 4o 196

Total - • - - - - 595 19 62o 290 I

Northenden
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- nº tºº rºle rººm.

Northenden - - - • - - II 3 5 I 1.5 538

Excluſively of a confiderable part of the townſhip of Etchels—See StockPort

Over Townſhips - - - Io8 2 175 88.1

Oulton-Lowe } of { - - - 6 - 6 52

Wettenhall Over - - - 39 2 47 228

Total - - - - - - I 53 4. 228 1 161

over-Church (included in the townſhip of Upton) - 25 I 25 I41

Hoole T ſhi - - - 36 2 39 177
Piéton º Ips ſ - - - 12 - I 5 96

Bridge-Trafford O l - - - 9 I IO 61

Mickle-Trafford Plemſtall - - - 43 4. 52 247

Total - - - - - - ICO 7 116 581

Preſtbury * - - - 82 2 82 466

Adlington Q ſ - - - 168 5 178 847

Birtles • * > 7 - 7 35

Bollington - - - - 250 16 234 1231

Boſley , - - - 75 3 77 4.17
Butley-cum-Newton - - - 94. 6 IOI 516

Capeſthorne * * * I I I 1O 88

Chelford - - - 26 I 29 163

Falibroom - - - 6 - 6 31

Henbury Townſhips - - - 54 - 62 333

Lyme-Handley U of K - - - 35 - 44. 222

Marton / - - - 55 2 64 3 Io

Mottram-St. Andrew Preſtbury - - - 66 2 71 3.19

Poynton - - - 75 3 75 432

North. Rode - - - 4-l I 44. :

Siddington . - - - 72 - 88 423

Titherington - - 36 2 49 226

Upton * - - IO I IO 56

Wildboar-clough - - - 67 18 67 338

Lower-Withington - - - 84 I 99 54o

Old-Withington \ - - - 2 I I 2 137

Worth 2 t 4. 3

- - - 36 - 38 188

Total = E * * 1371 65 1459 7574.

Macclesfield
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Inhabited Uninhabited

Houſes. H.” Families. Perſons.

Macclesfield Y - - - - 1426 IQ I I 509 8743

Foreſt | - - - - 47 I 47 2 I5

Hurdsfield - Tºps - - Io8 8. I IO 582

Kettlehulme ! within the { - - - 72 9 75 291

Pott-Shrigley Chapelry of - - - 53 2 71 369

Rainow | Macclesfield | - - - 242 17 242. 1390

Sutton i - - - 347 19 35 I 1739

Wincle J U - - - 6; 17 65 351

:

Total in the chapelry of Macclesfield 2360 I74. 2470 13,68o

I35o 64 I435 7437

Total in the pariſh of Preſtbury • 37 Io 238. 3905 21,117

Pulford Townſhips of - - - 37 37. 17o

Poolton Pulford { - - - 19 19 Io;

Total - - - - - 46 46 275

Roſtherne ſ - - - 65 I 68 235

High-Leigh Townſhips | - - - 128 2 156 787

Mere of - - - 72 - 96 ° 498

Millington > Roſth - - - 36 I 43 196
Over-Tabley | oltnerne - - - 68 - 82 392

Tatton J L - - - 13 - 2I I2O

Total - - 382 4. 465 2228

Over-Peover Townſhips of - - - 78 r 85 431

:-wº the Chapelry { - - - 47 - 47 26o

Snelſon of Over-Peover - - - 23 - 23 126

Total - - - e * 148 I 155 817

- 382 4. 466 2228

Tºtal in the pariſh of Roſtherne, exclu

ºvely of ſuch parts of the townſhips - - - 530 5 621 * 3o45

* Agden, Bollington, as are in this -

Pariſh • - -

Runcorn
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Runcorn T

A&ton-Grange

Aſton

Aſton, and Middleton

Grange

Clifton

Dareſbury |

Halton

Hatton

Keckwick

Moore

Newton

Norton

Preſton

Stockham

Sutton

Thelwall

Higher-Walton

Lower-Waltoa

Weſton

*

|

Total

Sandbach

Arclid

Betchton

Bradwell

Haſſall |
Wheelock

Total

Barnſhaw-cum- T

Gooſtrey |
Blachden

Cranage }

Lees |
Twemlox J

Total

Townſhips

of

Runcorn

Townſhips

of

Sandbach

Townſhips in

the chapelry

of Gooſtrey

•

*

Inhabited Uninhabited Families. Perſons
Houſes. Houſes.

r - - - 22O 8 266 1379

- - - 18 - 22 I 39

• * * 8 - 8 47

• * * 24. - 3 I 186

- - - 2 - 2 28

- - - 25 - 26 I34.

- - - I 39 7 I 34 628

- - - 52. 2 54 24 [

- - - I 3 - I3 69

< - * * 28 - 32 156

- - - 16 - I6 96

- - 3o ..I 3o 22O

- - - 61 - 67 333

- - - 7 - 7 46

- - - 35 - 40 223

- - - , 55 - 59 309

- - - 32 - 32 271

- - 37 - 37 193

L - - - 31 - 32 162

824 18 908 4862

f - - - 379 5 390 1844
| . . . . . . . - I3 92

* - - - 98 - ICO 578

- - - 4 1 - 45 252

| - - - 1 - 3: .
U - - - 39 I 32 189

• * * * 588 6 613 3136

- - - 44 * 45 231

• * * 24 I 27 136

- - - 76 5 77 385

- - I 5 - 18 86

- - - 18 I 2O 131

177 7 187 969

Church
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Church-Hulme Chapelry of

Cotton Church-Hulme

tº

Total - -

* * *

-

{ . "

*

Total of the pariſh of Sandbach

Shocklach-Church

—-—Oviat

Caldecot Shocklach

Total - -

Shotwick -

Rough-Shotwick Townſhips

Capenhurſt of

Little-Saughall

Great-Saughall

Total

Shetwick-Park

Stanlow

Great-Stanney

Stoak

Little-Stanney

Total, excluſively of part of the town

Townſhips

} of

| Shotwick

J

{ . .

-

} Extra-parochial { -

} Townſhips of

Stoak.

ſhip of Whitby.—See Eaſtham

Stockport

Bramhall

Bredbury

Brinnington

Diſley

Duckenfield

Hyde

| Townſhips

} ºf

{ .

| º
| Stockport

343

º tºº Families. Perſons.

- - 64 3 65 314

º • IO - 16 77

- 74 3 81 39 I

- - 839 16 88.1 4496

- - 23 - 27 146

- 23 * 24. I45

- - 13 I 13 59

- 59 I 64 25o

- - 18 ! I 18 95

- - 9 I 9 48

- - 27 I 27 I47

- - 44. - 47 I47

- - 8 - 8 48

- Io9 3 Io9 485

- - 2 2 25

- - l I Io

- - 2 2 I 2

- - 2O I 2O I2O

- - 33 I 4o 2O3

53 2 6o 323

- 2572 126 2965 14,830

- - 184 4. 190 Io:33

- - 245 6 264 1358

- I 33 2 164 890

- - 191 I2 198 995

- - 308 7 308 1737

- 187 4. 187 IoG3

Marple
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Marple

Norbury

Romily

Torkington

Werneth

Townſhip of Etchels, partly in Nor

thenden, and partly in Stockport }

Inhabited Uninhabited ---

Families.Houſes. Houſes. Perſoas.

Y ſ - - - 34o 7 347 2031

| Stockport | - - - IoA. I 107 592

} continued - - I5o 2 I63 825

| * - - 32 I 35 218

J - - - - 207 6 2 II 1152

Total • • - 4653 178 5136 26,724

- - 2 19 - 225 1269

Townſhip of Offerton, partly in Preſt- } - - - 63 I 61 351

Townſhips of - - - 4o - 46 237

} Swettenham - - - 22 2 27 179

Total - - - - - 62 2 73 416

- - - 138 - 138 674

Townſhips - - - - - - 460

of - - - - 2 - 274

Tarporley - - - 8o 2 86 458

Total - - - - 1866

bury, and partly in Stockport

Swettenham

Kirmincham

Tarporley

Eaton

Ruſhton

Utkinton

N. B. There was no return of the number of houſes and families in the townſhips of Eaton

and Ruſhton.

Tarvin l ſ - - - 165 , 9 165 768

Aſhton | - - - 57 I 66 342

Burton | tº - - - I 2 - I 2 71

Clotton-Hoofield - - - 55 - 55 278

Duddon Townſhips - - 27 - 35 163

Hockenhull of - - - 5 - 5 4'ſ

Horton-cum-Poole Tarvin - - - 4 - 4. 36

Kelſall - - - Io9 - Io9 469

Great-Mouldſworth • * * 22 I 23 142

Bruen-Stapleford | - • * 34 2 36 161

Foulk-Stapleford - - - 42 I 44 2 ſ 2

Total - - - - - 532 I4 554 2683

2 Tattenhall



C H E S H I R. E. 345

º Uº Families. Perſons.

Tattenhall Townſhips - - - 136 -- + 6ss

Golbourn-Bellow } of } - - - Io - I3 8t

Newton Tattenhall - * - I 2 r 12 59

Total - - - - 158 2 162 746

Taxall Townſhips - - - 34. - 35 169

Whaley-cum- } of }
Yeardſley Taxall - - 44 2 47 225

Total - - - - - 78 2 82 385

Thornton l - - - 18 - 24. 156

Dunham-on-the-Hill Townſhips - - 43 - 64 26o

Elton of - - - 2 I 2 27 167

Hapsford Thornton - - - I r - 13 78

Trafford-Wimbold's J | * * - 17 2. 18 II . .

Total - - - - - I IO 4. 146 772

Thurſtaſton - - - - - I I I 11 I ſ 2.

Tilſton \ - - - - 48 6 6o 257

Carden Townſhips - - - 2 : r 26 I 24

Grafton of - - - 2. - 23

Horton Tilſton - - - 19 I 2 : I I I

Stretton - - - I4. - 14 84

Total - - - - IO4 8 123 599

Wallazey Townſhips • - - 49 t 49 274.

Liſkard } of { - - - 43 I 47 2 I I

Poolton-cum-Seacomb Wallazey - - - 34 I 34 178

Total - - - - 126 3 133 663

Warmingham - - - - - 56 3 60 346
Elton Townſhips | - - - 64 h 72 33o

Moſton of l - - - I 9 ſ 26 I 20

Tetton Warmingham - - 22 I 22 I 20

Total - - - J 6.1 6 - 18o 916

Vol. II. Yy Waverton
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ii iſ in

Waverton

Hatton

Huxley

Weverham

Aćton

Crowton

Cuddington

Onſton

Wallerſcote

Weſt-Kirkby

Caldey

Frankby

Grange

Greaſby

Hooſe

Great-Meols

Ilittle-Meols

Townſhips - -

} of { -

Waverton - -

Total - - -

f

| Townſhips |

- of * -

Weverham

J

Total -

w

-

Townſhips

of

Weſt Kirkby

Newton-cum-Larton

Darnhall

Marton

Total -- -

} Townſhips of

Whitegate l -

Total, excluſively of part of Over

Willington an extra-parochial townſhip

in the hundred of Ediſbury

Bollin-Fee

Chorley

Fulſhaw

Pownall-Fee.

Wiſłaſton

Diſtrićts

of

Wilmſlow

Total - -

- - - -

}
-

Inhabited Uninhal,ited Families run
Houſes. Houſes.

- 51 2 5 I - 246

- 25 - 25 152

• 35 - 35 196

- I I I 2 I I I 594.

- 162 2. 2OQ 1.c4+

- 39 1. 47 2 IO

- 63 4. 7o 297

- 4 I 2 4 I 2 I 2

- 8 - 8 53

- I - i 7

3 4. 9 367 1819

- 25 3 28 148.

- 17 I 17 92

- 13 1. " 13 7a

- 18 2 18 I O I

- 27 - 28 I 23

- J 3 - J4. 6o

- 24 - 29 14o

- 25 - 25 I 23

- 6 2. 7 49.

168 o 179 906

- 28 3. 33 197:

- 78 I 96 43 I

s IC6 4. 129 628

- 14 is I3 84

- 287 IO, 3.18 1506

- 74 3 79 591

- 33 - 43. 2.I.4.

- 177 8. 188 IJ 22

• 57 1 2 I 628 3433

- 47 2 47 258

Woodchurch
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* -

waive

Arrow

Barnſton

Kno&torum

Landican

Oxton

Penſby

Prenton

Thingwell

tºº

wº
Total - -

ſ

Inhabited Uninhabited ---". º Families. Perſons.

- • - 9 I 9 52

* * * I4 - 15 96

- - - 22 i 22 129

- - - 2 - 2 17

- - - 6 I * 6 45

- - - 26 - 26 I37

- - - 3 - 4. 22

- - - 2O - 2 I 8 :

- - - IO I 1 I 52

- - i 12, 4. 1 16 631

Excluſively of part of the townſhips of Claughton, Irby, and Upton.—See Bidſton, Eaſtham,

-u and Over church.

Wybunbury

Bartherton

Basford

Blackenhall

Bridgmere

Checkley-cum

Wrinehill

Chorlton

Dodington

Hatherton

Hough

Hunſterſon

Lea

Rope

Shavington artwº

Gretty

Stapeley

Walgherton

Weſton

Willaſton

N

)

| Total

Townſhips

of

Wybunbury |

- - - 6t 5 65 278

- - - 2 - 2. 25

- - - 9 - 9 55

- - - 32 - 33 199

- - - 49 2 49 239

- - - 27 2 27 24o

- - - 17 - 18 106

- - - 6 - 7 5 I

- - - 50 I 5o 191

- - - 3 : I 34 206

- - - 42 - 45 235

- - - Io - 1 O 73

* - - I4. - 16 79

- - - 29 2 33 189

- - - 45 2. 45 249

- - - 43 2 43 2 i I

- - - 68 I 68 348

- - - 32 2 36 2: 9

- - 567 20 590 3174

Principal Land-owners.

At the time of the Domeſday ſurvey, moſt of the landed property of this

county was divided between the Biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry; the Canons

of St. Werburgh; Hugh Lupus, Earl of Cheſter, and his Barons; Hugh de

Yy 2 Mara;
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- - -- - -

Mara; Bigot; Ranulphus, ſuppoſed to be anceſtor of the Mainwarings"; and

Oſborne Fitz-Tezzon, anceſtor of the Boydells. Large portions of the barons’

lands were granted by them, at an early period, to their knights and retainers;

what remained in their own poſſeſſion, paſſed after a few generations, by co

heireſſes to other families, except the lands of the barony of Halton, which

became veſted in the crown, and that of the barony of Kinderton, which

continued in the Venables family till 1676, and are now veſted in Lord Vernon

as its repreſentative.—At an early period the families of Alderſey, Arderne,

Aſton, Baſkervyle, Booth, Boſtock, Brereton, Brooke, Bunbury, Calveley,

Cholmondeley, Davenport, Delves, Dod, Done, Dukenfield, Dutton, Egerton,

Glegg, Groſvenor, Holford, Lawton, Legh, Leche, Leyceſter, Marbury, Maſley,

Minſhull, Needham, Oldfield, Savage, Stanley, Starkey, Troutbeck, Venables,

Warburton, and Wilbraham, many of whom are ſtill among the principal land

holders, had acquired large poſſeſſions in this county. The eſtates of the Booth

family are now veſted in their repreſentative, the Earl of Stamford and Warrington;

thoſe of the Delves family in their repreſentative, Sir Thomas Broughton Bart. ;

thoſe of the Dones in their repreſentatives, the Ardens; thoſe of the Duttons are

variouſly diſperſed; thoſe belonging to the Savages have paſſed to the Cholmondeley

family; the Marbury eſtates to the family of Barry; thoſe of the Troutbecks

by inheritance to the Earl of Shrewſbury. The large eſtates of the Breretons are

variouſly diſperſed: thoſe of the Breretons of Brereton have paſſed by inheritance

and deviſe, as will be deſcribed elſewhere; thoſe of the Malpas family, partly by

deſcent and purchaſe to the Cholmondeleys, and partly by purchaſe to the Drakes

of Amerſham, in Buckinghamſhire. Some of the Maſſey eſtates have paſſed to the

Stanleys, others are veſted in the Rev. Richard Maſſie of Codington. The eſtates

of the Wilbrahams of Woodhey, have paſſed by inheritance to the Earl of Dyſart ;

other large eſtates remain in the Wilbraham family. Lord Crewe's eſtates were for

the moſt part purchaſed by his anceſtor Sir Randle, in the reign of James I. ; the

Crewe family had poſſeſſed from an early period various eſtates, principally in the

hundred of Nantwich, which, by failure of male iſſue in different branches, had, at

an early period, deſcended to female heirs; moſt of the eſtates purchaſed by Sir

Randle Crewe, had been in the Truſſells and Foulſhurſts. Mr. Holland, author

of the late Agricultural Survey of Cheſhire, publiſhed in 1808, obſerves, that

there are few counties of equal extent in which the number of wealthy land

* The late Sir Henry Mainwaring, who died in 1797, among other large eſtates, was poſſeſſed.

of the manor of Pevre or Peover, which from time immemorial had been the ſeat of his anceſtors,

and is one of the eſtates deſcribed in the ſurvey, as belonging to Ranulphus. The Mainwaring

eſtates paſſed by bequeſt of the late Baronet, who was the laſt heir male of his family, to his half

brother Thomas Wetenhall Eſq., as will be more particularly ſpoken of elſewhere.

OW ºrS
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owners ſeems ſo conſiderable: he adds, that it appears that there are not fewer

than fifty noblemen and gentlemen, reſident in Cheſhire, in poſſeſſion of property

within it, from 3 to lo,0ool, a year; and that there are at leaſt as many others,

with properties of from 1 to 3cool. a year.

Nobility of the County, and Places which have given Title to any Branch of

the Peerage.

Leofric, his ſon Algar, and his grandſon Edwin, Earls of Mercia, before the Nor

man conqueſt, were ſometimes ſtyled Earls of Cheſter. King William, ſoon after the

conqueſt, made Gherbod, a nobleman of Flanders, Earl of Cheſter, and the county

thereof; and after his death gave the earldom to Hugh de Avranches, commonly

called Hugh Lupus, to be held as freely by the ſword", as the King held by the

crown; the Earls of Cheſter, in conſequence of this grant, were hereditary ſword

bearers of England, and attended the coronation of its kings, carrying the ſword

of St. Edward, called curtein “, and attended by the conſtable of Cheſhire; other

high privileges, which were attached to this grant, have been already noticed".

After the death of Richard, the ſecond Earl of Cheſter, and only ſon of Hugh

Lupus, the earldom deſcended to Randle the ſon of Hugh Lupus’s ſiſter Maud;

after the death of Randle, or Ranulph de Blundeville, great grandſon of the firſt

Randle, the earldom again paſſed in the female line to John Scot, ſon of his elder

fiſter, and co-heir: who dying without iſſue, King Henry III. made Simon de

Montfort Earl of Cheſter; but after his death, which happened in 1265, the ſame

monarch annexed the earldom to the crown, and ever ſince the reign of his ſucceſſor

King Edward I. the King's eldeſt ſon has been Prince of Wales, and Earl of Cheſter.

Hugh Lupus, after he had been inveſted with the earldom of Cheſter, to which, as

has been before obſerved, was annexed a kind of regal ſtate and dignity, made ſome

of his great men barons, and theſe barons with the abbots of the Cheſhire mona

ſteries, compoſed his parliament. They took their titles from the chief ſeats of their

baronies; and their dignity, although local, was hereditary. The number of Hugh.

Lupus’s barons is generally ſuppoſed to have been eight, whoſe names and arms

were formerly to be ſeen in the Exchequer-court of the caſtle at Cheſter ‘; but it

* A ſword of Hugh Lupus, ſuppoſed by ſome to have been the ſword of diguity, by which he

held the Earldom of Cheſter, is preſerved in the Britiſh Muſeum. An account of it, with an

engraving, will be found under the head of Miſcellaneous Antiquities.

* The Curiana or Curtein preſerved among the Regalia at the Tower, called “ the ſword of:

mercy,” and borne at coronations between the two ſwords of Juſtice, the ſpiritual and the

temporal. * See p. 298. * Said to have been the room in which the Earls held their

parliament,

iss
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is certain that there was a ninth, Robert de Rothlent, who held large eſtates, and

was general of the Farl's forces; but he died many years before Hugh Lupus,

being ſlain in a battle by the Welſh; we find no traces of his poſterity, and neither

he, nor the Baron of Montalt, now Hawarden in Flintſhire, can properly be

reckoned among the barons of Cheſhire, according to its preſent limits. The

Cheſhire baronics, as they have been generally enumerated, are thoſe of Halton,

Wich-Malbank, Malpas, Shipbrooke, Dunham-Maſſey, Kinderton, and Stockport.

Sir Peter Leyceſter doubts whether there cver was any Baron of Stockport, although

the Baron of Stockport is one of the eight, whoſe names and arms were formerly

to be ſeen in the Exchequer-court at Cheſter. Theſe paintings, Sir Peter

Leyceſter obſerves, were of no great antiquity, and he the rather doubts the cir

cumſtance of there having been any Barons of Stockport, becauſe Stockport

itſelf is not mentioned in the Domeſday ſurvey. It is poſſible, nevertheleſs, that not

long after the conqueſt, there might have been a Baron of Stockport; it is certain

that the Warrens, at an early period, ſtyled themſelves Barons of Stockport, as

deſcended from the family of de Stockport; but that family is not traceable to a

more remote period than the reign of Henry III., when the dignity of theſe

Barons was become merely titular. The poſterity of Nigel the firſt Baron of

Halton, bore the name of Lacy, and were hereditary conſtables of Cheſhire *;

the heireſs of this family married Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, and dying without

iſſue, the barony became veſted by ſettlement in the ſaid Earl, and eventually

in the crown. William Maldebeng, or Malbank, was the firſt Baron of Wich

Malbank, or Nantwich. This barony became extinct in the male line, on the

death of his grandſon, whoſe daughters married into the families of Vernon and

Baſſet, and the barony became eventually divided into numerous ſeveralties '.

Itobert Fitz-Hugh, Baron of Malpas, in the time of Hugh Lupus, left no male iſſue;

it is ſuppoſed that the barony paſſed in moieties, by co-heireſſes, to Robert Patrick 4,

and David Belward, or le Clerk"; after a few generations, the co-heireſſes of Patrick

married Sir Philip Burnell, who left no iſſue, and Hugh de Sutton, anceſtor of the

Suttons and Wards, ſucceſſively Lords Dudley. The elder ſon of David Belward

left no legitimate iſſue; the elder branch of the poſterity of Philip de Malpas, his

ſecond ſon, became extinct in 1361, by the death of David de Malpas, whoſe ſiſter

and heircfs married Sir William Brereton, 2nceſtor of the Breretons of Brereton

• John, Baron of Halton, had ſummons to the Engliſh parliament in 1269. * See the account

of the pariſh of Nantwich. * For this opinion and the ſubſequent account, we are indebted

to Francis Townſend Eſq. Windſor Herald, who has attentively inveſtigated the pedigrees in the

Heralds' college for this purpoſe. " Collins in his peerage, on the authority of documents

belonging to the Cholmondeley family, makes William le Clerk, father of David, marry Lettice,

whom he repreſents as only daughter of Robert Fitz-Hugh.

and
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and Malpas": the Cholmondeleys and Egertons are deſcended from younger

branches of the family of Malpas. The elder branch of the male line of Richard

Vernon, the firſt Baron of Shipbrooke, became extinét after a few generations,

when, after a ſuit at law, the barony was divided between the female heirs and Sir

Ralph Vernon, the next heir male, to whom Shipbrooke the ſeat of the barony

was allotted; and he and his male heirs are in ſome pedigrees called Barons of

Shipbrooke, which eſtate, on the failure of male iſſue in the reign of Henry VI.,

paſſed to another family. Francis Vernon, Lord Orwell, of the kingdom of Ireland,

being deſcended from a younger branch of this ancient family, when he was created

an earl of the ſame kingdom in 1777", took the title of Shipbrooke. The barony

of Dunham-Maffey, after the fifth deſcent from Hamo de Maſſey, one of Hugh

, Lupus’s barons, paſſed by female heirs to the Fittons, and afterwards ſucceſſively

through the families of Venables and Booth, to the preſent Earl of Stamford and

Warrington. The Barony of Kinderton continued in the male line till the year 1676,

when it became extinét on the death of Peter Venables: this local barony

appears to be veſted in Lord Vernon as repreſentative of the elder branch of the

Venables family'; and a late writer obſerves", that “however light the Cheſhire.

honours may appear at preſent, yet while Lord Vernon enjoys his more modern

honours, in common with many of his peers, with regard to his ancient

barony of Kinderton, he is moſt honourably and fingularly peerleſs.” It may

be obſerved, however, that the late Lord Vernon, by his patent of peerage,

bearing date 1762, was created Lord Vernon, and Baron of Kinderton in

Cheſhire.

Sir Robert Cholmondeley Baronet, who in 1628 had been created Wiſcount

Cholmondeley of Kelles in Ireland, was in 1645 made an Engliſh Peer, by the

title of Baron Cholmondeley of Wich-Malbank, and in 1646 was created Earl of

Leinſter in Ireland; theſe titles became extinét by his death in 1659. Robert

Cholmondeley, ſon of Hugh, younger brother of the above Sir Robert, was

in 1661 created an Iriſh Peer, by the title of Viſcount Kelles; and his ſon,

Hugh (who died without iſſue) was in 1689 created Baron Cholmondeley of

Wich-Malbank, and in 1706, Wiſcount Malpas and Earl of Cholmondeley, with

remainder to his brother George, who in 1715 was created Baron New

* The deſcent of the lands of this barony will be treated of in the account of Malpas pariſh.

* Extinét in 1783. ' Lord Vernon's father was ſon of Henry Vernon Eſq., by his

wife Anne, daughter and heireſs of Thomas Pigot Eſq. by his wife Mary, ſiſter of Peter Venables,

the laſt Baron of Kinderton, on whoſe iſſue the Kinderton eſtates were entailed by the will of the

ſaid Peter, in the event of his daughters dying, as they did, without iſſue.

* Dr. Gower, in his Sketch of the materials for a hiſtory of Cheſhire.

Wol. II. •Y y 4. borought
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borough in Ireland, and in 1716 Baron Newborough in England: this George

was great-grandfather of the preſent Earl of Cholmondeley, Charles Gerard

was created Earl of Macclesfield in this county in 1679; this title became

extinët in 1702, and in 1721 was revived, in the perſon of Sir Thomas Parker,

afterwards Lord Chancellor of England, who in 1716 had been created Baron

Parker of Macclesfield; the preſent earl is his grandſon. James Duke of Hamilton

having married Elizabeth, only daughter and heir of Digby, the laſt Lord

‘Gerard, deſcended from Gilbert Lord Gerard, who married Eleanor, daughter

and ſole heir of Thomas Dutton of Dutton, was in 1711 created Baron Dutton

of Dutton in Cheſhire; which title has deſcended to the preſent Duke, whoſe

ſon, the Marquis of Douglas, was in 1866 called up by ſummons to the houſe

of peers in right of his father's barony of Dutton. Sir Richard Groſvenor Bart,

was created Lord Groſvenor of Eaton in 1761 : and Viſcount Belgrave of

Belgrave, a hamlet of Eccleſton, and Earl Groſvenor in 1784; theſe titles are now

enjoyed by his ſon. Sir Thomas Savage was created Baron and Viſcount Savage

of Clifton, alias Rockſavage, in 1626; theſe titles became extinct in 1728. Sir

-George Booth Bart, was, in 1661, created Baron Delamere of Dunham-Maffey,

taking his title from Delamere foreſt in this county: this barony became extinct

in 1770, and was revived in 1796, being then granted, with the earldom of

Warrington, to the Earl of Stamford. Sir Richard Minſhull of Boreton-houſe

in Buckinghamſhire, deſcended from a younger branch of the Cheſhire family,

was created Baron Minſhull of Minſhull in Cheſhire" in 1642, and afterwards

Viſcount Minſhull of Leominſter in Herefordſhire. The patents for theſe titles

were never enrolled, nor does it appear that they were ever borne by any of his

deſcendants, but he himſelf is ſtyled Viſcount Minſhull in his ſon's marriage ſettle

ment". George Rowland Minſhull Eſq., barriſter at law, now of Aſton-Clinton

in Buckinghamſhire, is the immediate repreſentative of Richard Viſcount Minſhull

above-mentioned.

The Earl of Courtown in Ireland, was in 1796 made an Engliſh Peer, by the

title of Lord Saltersford of Saltersford, in the Chapelry of Macclesfield. Sir

Richard Pepper Arden, late maſter of the Rolls, ſince deceaſed, was in 1801

created Lord Alvanley of Alvanley, in the pariſh of Frodſham, which title is now

enjoyed by his ſon. John Crewe Eſq. was created Baron Crewe in 1806; Sir

William Brereton of Brereton was created Lord Brereton of Leighlin in Ireland

in 1624; this title became extinct in 1722.

* It is erroneouſly ſtated in Beatſon's Political Index, that it was John Minſhull of Minſhull,

who was created Lord Minſhull in 1642. " Pedigree of Minſhull in the Heralds’

College.

Noble
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Noblemen's Seats.

The only noblemen's ſeats in this county are Dunham-Maſſey, the ancient

ſeat of the Barons Delamere, now of the Earl of Stamford and Warrington;

Cholmondeley-caſtle, the ſeat of the Earl of Cholmondeley; and Eaton, the ſeat

of Earl Groſvenor; the former newly built, and the latter newly fronted and

much enlarged ; Poynton, a ſeat of Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, in right of his

lady, the heireſs of the Warrens; and Crewe-Hall, the ſeat of Lord Crewe,

a venerable manſion, built by Sir Randle Crewe, in the reign of King James

the Firſt. Newton-Hail, belonging to Lord Viſcount Kilmorey, is rented by

George Parker Eſq.

Rock-Savage, heretofore a ſeat of the Earls Rivers, has been taken down;

Frodſham-caſtle, another ſeat of that noble family, was burnt to the ground in 1654.

The manſion at Woodhey, the Earl of Dyſart's eſtate, as repreſentative of the

Wilbrahams of that place, has been taken down: the preſent earl occaſionally

reſides at Calveley-Hall, which he rents of Mr. Bromley, Beate-Hall in Cheſhire,

deſcribed in the Peerages and other books, as a ſeat of the Earl of Courtown,

is a dilapidated old manſion, in the town of Macclesfield, now occupied as a

public-houſe. Peel. Hall in Tarvin, a venerable manſion, now inhabited by a

farmer, was ſometime a feat of the Earls of Plymouth.

Baroncºs extinë and exiſting.

THE extinct baronets of Cheſhire are Booth of Dunham-Maſſey •, Savage

of Rock Savage, afterwards Earl Rivers', and Cholmondeley of Cholmondeley •,

all created in 1611; Fitton of Gawſworth", 1617; Wilbraham of Woodhey',

1620; Delves of Doddington , 1621; Brereton of Handford", 1627; Powell

of Birkenhead, 1629; Leyceſter of Tabley ‘, 1660; Smith of Hatherton, 1660;

Mainwaring of Over Peover 7, 1660; Pindar of Idenſhaw', 1662 ; Bellot of

Moreton , 1663; Werden of Cheſter", 1671 ; and Bridgman of Ridley , 1673.

The preſent Cheſhire baronets, who have ſeats in the county, excluſively of

Farl Groſvenor, whoſe baronet's title, created in 1622, is merged in the peerage,

are Sir John Thomas Stanley of Alderley, whoſe anceſtor was created a baronet

* Extinét in 1797. * Ext. in 1728. * Ext. in 1659.

Extinët in 1692. * Ext. in 1727. * Ext. in 1678. * Ext. in 1742.

' Extinct in 1797, and revived in 1804. * Ext. before the year 1708. Le Neve's MSS.

in the colle&tion of Ralph Bigland, Eſq. Norroy king of arms. * Extinët in 1714.

* Vºtinct about the year 1750. George Harley Drummond Eſq., is the repreſentative of thi, ,

family, * Ext. in 1747.

Wol. II. * 7 z

* Ext. in 1643.

in
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in 1660; Sir Peter Warburton of Arley (1660); Sir Thomas Stanley Maffey

Stanley of Hooton (1661); Sir Richard Brooke of Norton, 1662; Sir Robert

Saluſbury Cotton of Combermere, 1677; the Rev. Sir Henry Poole of Poole-Hally

in Wirral, 1677; and Sir Henry Mainwaring Mainwaring, to whom the title of

baronet which had been extinét by the death of Sir Henry Mainwaring in 1797 °,

was granted in 1804. Sir John Chetwode of Oakley in Staffordſhire, who

poſſeſſes the manor of Agden in Bowden, by inheritance from the family of

Venables, occaſionally reſides at the Hall, which he keeps in his own hands.

The anceſtor of Sir Thomas Egerton, now Earl of Wilton, and reſident in

Iancaſhire, had a ſeat at Egerton when created a baronet in 1617. Aſton, the

ſeat of the Aſtons, whoſe anceſtor was advanced to the dignity of a baronet in 1628,

has paſſed to a female heir ; the preſent baronet, Sir Willoughby Aſton, does

not reſide in Cheſhire. Dukenfield-Hall “, the ſeat of the Dukenfields, whoſe

anceſtor was created a baronet in 1665, has paſſed to another family; the

preſent baronet, Sir Nathaniel Dukenfield, reſides in Berkſhire. Sir Thomas

Charles Bunbury, whoſe anceſtor was advanced to that dignity in 1681, being

then deſcribed of Stanney in Wirral, though he ſtill poſſeſſes the Stanney eſtate,

has now no ſeat in the county ", but reſides in Suffolk. The anceſtor of the

Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., now of Doddington-Hall in Cheſhire, was of

Broughton in Staffordſhire, when created a baronet in 1661: his grandfather

removed into Cheſhire, in conſequence of his marriage with the heireſs of Sir

Thomas Delves Bart.

Seats of Baronets.

AGDEN-HALL, the occaſional reſidence of Sir John Chetwode—Alderley-Park

and Winnington-Hall, Sir J. T. Stanley–Arley-Hall, Sir Peter Warburton—

Combermere-Abbey, Sir R. S. Cotton–Doddington-Hall, Rev. Sir Thomas

Broughton—Hooton-Hall and Puddington-Hall, Sir T. S. M. Stanley—Norton

Priory, Sir Richard Brooke — and Over-Peover, Sir Henry Mainwaring

Mainwaring. To theſe may be added Tabley-Houſe, the ſeat of Sir John

Fleming Leiceſter, repreſentative of the Leyceſters of Tabley, who inherits the

title of baronet from his paternal anceſtors, the Byrnes of Tymoge in Queen's

county.

y Poole-Hall is only occaſionally inhabited by the preſent baronet. * See p. 368.

* Dukenfield-Hall is occupied as a farm-houſe. * Stanney-Hall is dilapidated.

Ancient
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Ancient Familief extinči and exiſting “.

SMITH, the Cheſhire antiquary, calls this county the “mother and the

nurſe of the gentility of England:” another writer calls it, “ the ſeed-plot of

gentry “.” Camden declares that no county can boaſt a greater number of

knightly families; and Fuller ſays, “that its gentry are remarkable on a fourfold

account, their numerouſneſs not to be paralleled in England in the like extent

of ground; their antiquity, many of their anceſtors being fixed here before the

Norman conqueſt, their loyalty, and their hoſpitality.”

Although many ancient families have become extinét ſince Fuller's time,

and a few have removed into other counties, the reſident gentry of the county are

ſtill ſufficiently numerous to convince us that Fuller’s obſervation was well

founded, and that more families have continued attached to the ſoil in Cheſhire,

than in moſt other counties. The following is a liſt of families ſtill reſident in the

county, whoſe deſcent has been continued in an uninterrupted male line for more

than three centuries, and ſome of them for a much greater length of time.

Arden of Harden, now reſident at Stockport — Alderſey of Alderſey —

Antrobus of Antrobus —Barnſton of Churton—Baſkervyle (now Glegg)—

, Brayne late of Aſton in Mondrem— Breſley (now ſpelt Braſſey) of Bulkeley—

Bulkeley, now ennobled, deſcended from Bulkeley of Bulkeley, and the repreſenta

tive of the Warrens of Poynton—Brooke of Norton (baronet)—Brooke of Mere—

Cholmondeley of Cholmondeley (ennobled) and Cholmondeley of Vale Royal—

Clutton of Charlton in Malpas— Davenport of Woodford and Bramhall—

Dod of Edge —Downes of Shrigley—Egerton of Oulton and Egerton—

‘Our information on this head has been derived from the viſitations in the Heralds’ college;

numerous collections of pedigrees in the Britiſh Muſeum ; Sir Peter Leyceſter's Hiſtory of the

hundred of Bucklow, and a large volume of pedigrees in his hand-writing, among the Tabley MSS.;

a volume of pedigrees communicated by Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold-Hall; the collections

of William Smith, of Old-Haugh in Cheſhire, rouge-dragon purſuivant, and a volume of pedi.

grees, which appear to have been copied from the collections of John Booth of Twemlow, and John

Woodmoth of Shavington, two induſtrious Cheſhire antiquaries: this laſt mentioned volume, and

Smith's Collections, we purchaſed among other MSS. which had formerly belonged to Francis

Baſſano, deputy herald of arms for Cheſter; who was ſheriff of that city in 1734, and have

ſince depoſited them in the Heralds' college. For the more modern information, eſpecially ſuch

as relates to the time when ancient families have become extinct, and by what families they are

repreſented, we are much indebted to the exertions and inquiries of William Nicholls Eſq. of

Cheſter, F. A. S. * Harleian MSS. N° 1989. f. 399. * In ſome caſes the elder

branch has become extinct, but the male line has beca continued by younger branches.

Z z 2 Groſvenor
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Groſvenor of Eaton (ennobled)—Glegg of Irbye—Hockenhull"—Kelſall, formerly

of Bradſhaw, now of Cheſter—Kinſey of Blackden, now of Knutsford—Lawton of

Lawton—Leche of Carden—Legh of Eaſt-Hall in High-Legh — Leverſage",

formerly of Wheelock—Leyceſter of Toft—Mainwaring now of Bromborough—

Maſfie of Coddington — Stanley of Alderley (baronet)— Stanley of Hooton

(baronet)—Tatton of Withenſhaw—Thornycroft of Thornycroft—Vawdrey of

Riddings (now of Stanthorn)—Venables (now Legh)—Walthall of Wiſtaſton—

Warburton of Warburton, afterwards of Arley, (baronet)—Wetenhall now (by

change of name) Mainwaring—Wilbraham of Delamere-Lodge, and Wilbraham

of Rode—Wright, formerly of Nantwich, now of Mottram-St. Andrew, and

Wyche, or De la Wyche', anciently of Davenham, afterwards of Alderley.

To the above liſt, may be added the following of ſuch families, as repreſent and

have taken the name of other ancient families.

Booth of Twemlow (late Griffith)—Crewe of Crewe-Hall (now ennobled)

deſcended from the ancient family of Offley of Madeley-Manor in Staffordſhire—

Jodrell now of Henbury (late Bower)—Leigh of Weſt-Hall (anciently Lymme)—

Legh of Booths (anciently Venables)—Leiceſter of Tabley (baronet) late Byrne—

Shakerley of Somerford (late Buckworth)—Swetenham of Somerford-Booths (late

Comberbach)—Swettenham of Swettenham (late Eaton).

Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., of Doddington, is the repreſentative in the

female line of the ancient family of Delves of that place, which name his father

bore, in compliance with the will of his grandfather, Sir Thomas Delves, by

whoſe death the male line of the family became extinct in 1727; but the late

baronet, Sir Bryan Broughton Delves, being attached to his own family name

of Broughton, which is of great antiquity in the adjoining county of Stafford,

bequeathed his eſtates to his brother, now Sir Thomas Broughton, on condition

of his obtaining an ačt of parliament, which ſhould enable him and his poſterity,

to bear the name of Broughton only.

Moſt of the families mentioned in the above liſts are to be traced by their

pedigrees to the thirteenth century, about which time ſurnames were not ſo per

manent as they have fince been ; and it was very uſual for younger branches

* See p. 384. “The lineal deſcendant of Richard Leverſage, who in or about the reign of

Henry VI. married the heireſs of Worth, who married the heireſs of Wheelock, lords of Wheelock

from the reign of King John, refides at Nantwich, having lately retired from buſineſs. Wheelock was

ſold by William Leverſage during the civil war. ‘The Dela Wyches, who were of Davenham

at a very early period, removed afterwards to Alderley. Dugdale in his Viſitation of Cheſhire,

deſcribes William Wyche Eſq., living in 1663, as of Davenham and Alderley : their ſeat in the

latter pariſh, which was called Soſs-Moſs-Hall, has been long alienated; and the immediate

deſcendant of this ancient family, now rents a farm in the neighbourhood.

I. of
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of a family to take their name from the place where they fixed their reſidence;

and we thus ſometimes find in three deſcents, as many different ſurnames in the

ſame family; this circumſtance has occaſioned much obſcurity in the early

hiſtory of families, and is the moſt probable reaſon why ſo few of them are to

be traced to a ſtill more remote period. The only families that we know of, that

can be traced in the male line, nearly, or quite to the commencement of the twelfth

century, are the Davenports; the Mainwarings; the Groſvenors; the Leghs of

Eaſt-Hall; the Warburtons and the Maſſies.

The Davenports of Davenport in Aſtbury, which was the original ſeat of the

family, deſcended from Ormus de Davenport, who lived in the reign of William

the Conqeuror, became extinct in the direct male line 4, in the year 1677; when

Davenport paſſed in marriage with Elizabeth, elder daughter and co-heireſs of

John Davenport Eſq., to Robert Davies Eſq. of Manley, whoſe heireſs brought

Davenport to Sir Matthew Deane Bart. of the kingdom of Ireland, but left no

ſurviving iſſue ; Anne, the other co-heireſs of John Davenport, married John

Davenport Eſq. of Woodford, and left no iſſue. The Davenports of Calveley, who

became extinct in the male line in the year 1771, were deſcended from Arthur, a

younger ſon of Sir Ralph Davenport of Davenport, who in the reign of Edward III.

married the heireſs of Calveley of Calveley.

The Davenports of Wheltrough derived their deſcent from Thomas, a younger

ſon of Sir Thomas Davenport of Davenport, who lived in the reign of Edward III.

To this Thomas, his father gave an eſtate in Lower-Withington, called Tunſted,

afterwards Wheltrough; his two younger ſons, John and Jenkin, were anceſtors of

the Davenports of Bromhall, Henbury, and Woodford. The Wheltrough family

continued at that place for many generations, and we have not been able to aſcertain

whether they are yet extinét; but if not, they are removed into another county:

Richard Davenport of Wheltrough, who died in 1684, had ſons and grandſons

living when he made his will in 1677. William Davenport Eſq., now of Bromhall,

derives his deſcent from John, ſecond ſon of Thomas Davenport, who ſettled at

Wheltrough, which John married the heireſs of Bromhall of Bromhall"; Sir Jenkin,

or as he is ſometimes called, Sir John Davenport, third ſon of Thomas, was juſtice

of Lancaſhire, and firſt poſſeſſor of the manor of Woodford; his eldeſt ſon

Thomas was anceſtor of the Davenports of Henbury, extinct in the ſeventeenth

century; when the heireſs married Sir Foulke Lucy. Nicholas, his third ſon,

who poſſeſſed Woodford, by the gift of his father', was the immediate anceſtor

* John Davenport, who lived in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, had eleven younger ſons; ſome

of whom, it is probable, were anceſtors of families of this name in various parts of the kingdom.

* Formerly ſo ſpelt, now uſually Bramhall. " From documents in the poſſeſſion of the

Davenport family, obligingly communicated by Walter Davenport Eſq. £.

Ot
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of Davies Davenport Eſq. of Capeſthorneº, one of the knights of the ſhire, who

through the marriage of his father with Phoebe, elder daughter and co-heireſs of

Richard Davenport Eſq. of Calveley, is repreſentative alſo of the Calveley branch.

A younger branch of the Woodford family, deſcended from Chriſtopher, ſecond

brother of John Davenport, who was of Woodford, in the reign of Henry VII.

ſettled at Blackhurſt in Baddiley, and as we are informed has been long ago

extinct in the male line". Another younger branch of the Davenports of Wood

ford, deſcended from Nicholas, a younger brother of William Davenport, were

of Boughton near Cheſter, in the reign of Henry VIII. This branch became extinct

in the male line in the 17th century: William Currie of Cheſter, M.D. the preſent

poſſeſſor of the Boughton eſtate, married a repreſentative of this family, being the

daughter of Robert Foulkes, deſcended in the female line from Thomas Hand,

who married Jane Davenport, aunt of the laſt heir male of the above-mentioned

branch. The Davenports of Chorley, extinct in 1757, were deſcended from

Thomas, a younger ſon of Sir Ralph Davenport of Davenport, who about the

year 14co married the heireſs of Handford of Chorley.

The Groſvenors are deſcended from a nephew of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Cheſter,

whoſe deſcendants were ſeated at Hulme, in the pariſh of Great-Budworth; the

elder branch became extinct in the reign of Henry VI., by the death of Robert

Ile Groſvenor, ſon of Sir Thomas, and grandſon of Sir Robert Le Groſvenor who

had the celebrated ſuit with Sir Richard Le Scrope, about a coat of arms, (Azure, a

bend Or,) claimed by both families'. Ralph, a younger ſon of Sir Thomas, who con

tinued the male line, ſettled at Eaton, in conſequence of his marriage with the heireſs

of Eaton of that place, and was immediate anceſtor of the preſent Earl Groſvenor.

The Leghs of Eaſt-Hall have continued in an uninterrupted male deſcent from

Efward de Lega, who by his name appears to have been of Saxon origin, to the

preſent George John Legh Eſq. The male line of the elder branch of this family

failed in or about the reign of Edward IV., and in the beginning of Henry VIII's.

reign, Thomas Legh of Northwood, deſcended from a younger ſon of John

Legh, who lived in or about the reign of Edward II., after a long litigation

deſcendants,

* Mr. Davenport inherited Capeſthorne, from the ancient family of Ward, of whom he is

the repreſentative in the female line. * Richard Davenport, buried in 1653, ic the

laſt of the family, who occurs in the pariſh regiſter.

* Notwithſtanding a prodigious bulk of evidence, which went to prove that this coat had been

borne by Robert Le Groſvenor's anceſtors, it was adjudged to Scrope; but Groſvenor was allowed

to bear the ſame arms, within a border Argent; being diſſatisfied with this deciſion, he appealed

to the king, and the final determination was, that he ſhould either bear the ſaid arms within a

border; or, in conſideration of his affinity to Hugh Lupus, Earl of Cheſter, be allowed to bear

for his arms, Azure, a garb Or; which bearing he preferred, and it has ever ſince been uſed by his

ſucceeded,
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ſucceeded, as being the next heir male, to the Eaſt-Hall eſtate. Either this Thomas,

or his ſon, of the ſame name, rebuilt the manſion at Eaſt. Hall, in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, and was lineal anceſtor of the preſent G. J. Legh Eſq. The

Leghs of Swinehed, or Swineyard in High-Legh, deſcended from another younger

ſon of John Legh above-mentioned, according to the beſt information we can

procure, are extinët: a younger branch of the Leghs of Eaſt-Hall was for ſome

deſcents of Newton near Cheſter. º

Egerton Leigh", of Weſt-Hall in High-Legh, and of Twemlow, Eſq. is deſcended

from Richard Lymme, who in the latter part of the 13th century married Agnes,

daughter and ſole heir of Richard de Legh, great grandſon of Hamon de Legh, the

firſt-mentioned in the pedigree. Agnes Legh above-mentioned had, by her ſecond

huſband’, William Venables, a ſon, John, who took the name of Legh, and

ſettled at Booths. This John Legh, being on his father's ſide a Venables, and

deſcended from Gilbert Venables, the firſt baron of Kinderton, was common

anceſtor of the Leghs of Sandbach, extinct after two deſcents, when the heireſs

married Richard Radcliffe, of Ordſall in Lancaſhire, in the reign of Edward III. ;

the Leghs of Booths, of whom Willoughby Legh Eſq. of that place is the preſent

repreſentative; the Leighs of Oughtrington; the Leghs of Adlington; the Leghs

of Baguly; the Leghs of Lyme ; and the Leghs of Ridge, all in Cheſhire; the

Leighs of Iſell in Cumberland, extinct about the year 1600; the Leighs of

Middleton in Yorkſhire; the Leighs of Eggington in Derbyſhire; Rinſhall

in Staffordſhire; Stoneley in Warwickſhire, and Addleſtrop in Glouſterſhire.

The Leghs of Booths are deſcended from John, a younger ſon of Agnes

Legh, by William de Venables; the Leighs of Oughtrington from John,

a younger ſon of Richard Leigh Eſq. of Weſt-Hall, who ſettled at Oughtrington,

in conſequence of his marriage with the heireſs of Wilme, in the reign of

Edward IV. Trafford Trafford Eſq., now of Oughtrington, who aſſumed the

name ofTrafford, in compliance with the will of his maternal uncle, is the lineal

male deſcendant of this branch. The Leghs of Adlington, extinct by the death

of the late Charles Legh in 1781, were deſcended from Robert, a younger ſon

of the firſt John Legh of Booths; Sir Piers Legh, a younger ſon of Robert, was

anceſtor of the Leghs of Lyme, extinct by the death of the late Thomas Peter

Legh Eſq. in 1797. John, or Jenkin, a younger ſon of Sir Peter Legh, who ſettled

at Lyme, married the heireſs of Alcock of Ridge", and was anceſtor of the Leghs

* The Weſt-Hall family ſpell their name Leigh, as did the Leighs of Oughtrington, the Leighs of

Iſell in Cumberland, and the Leighs of Stoneley in Warwickſhire; the Leighs, now of Addleſtrop in

Glouceſterſhire adopt the ſame ſpelling; all the other branches of the family in Cheſhire, ſpell their

names Legh. She had alſo a third huſband, William de Hawarden, by whom ſhe had iſſue.

* The Ridge eſtate was ſold by Thomas Jegh Eſq., late alderman of Macclesfield, whoſe ſon

now reſides in or near London.

of
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of Ridge. The Leghs of Baguly, extinët in 1688, were deſcended from Sir

William Legh, a younger ſon of Sir John Legh (the ſecond of that name) of

Booths; the Leighs of Eggington, Rinſhall, Stoneley, and Addleſtrop, all derive

their deſcent from a younger ſon of the firſt Legh of Ridge.

The Mainwarings are ſuppoſed, with probability almoſt amounting to certainty,

to be deſcended from Ranulphus, who was Lord of Over-Peover at the time of

the Domeſday Survey; it is certain that they are deſcended from Sir Ranulphus de

Mainwaring, or as the name was then ſpelt Meſnilwarin, who was juſtice of

Cheſter in the reign of Richard I. The elder branch of the Mainwarings, ſettled

at Warmincham, became extinët in the male line in the reign of Richard II.

The Over-Peover branch was deſcended from a younger ſon of Roger de Main

waring, ſon of Sir Randal, juſtice of Cheſter, to whom that eſtate was given by

his father: from him the male line was continued in an uninterrupted male ſuc

ceſſion till the death of the late Sir Henry Mainwaring Bart. in 1797. From

William, a younger ſon of Randal Mainwaring of Over-Peover, who died

in 1456, deſcended the Mainwarings of Ightfield in Shropſhire, extinct in the male

line; from Randal, third ſon of the ſame Randal, the Mainwarings of Carincham

in Cheſhire, and the Mainwarings of Shropſhire. The Mainwarings of Carincham,

or Carmingham, became extinét in the male line by the death of John Main

waring Eſq. in 1784; and are repreſented in the female line by John Mainwaring

Uniacke Eſq. the preſent poſſeſſor of Carmingham. From a younger ſon of Sir

John Mainwaring of Peover, who died in 1515, deſcended the Mainwarings of

Marton-Sands in Cheſhire, now extinét, and the Mainwarings of Whitmore in

Staffordſhire: a branch of the latter ſettled at Bromborough in Wirrall about

a hundred years ago, and were anceſtors of James Mainwaring Eſq. now of

that place, who is the only known deſcendant in Cheſhire, in the male line, of

the Mainwarings. The Mainwarings of Croxton, an illegitimate branch, de

ſcended from the Mainwarings of Peover, became extinct in the 17th century.

The Maſfies of Coddington are deſcended from a younger branch of the

barons of Dunham-Maſſey". Some pedigrees repreſent them as deſcended from a

younger ſon of the family of Maſſey of Podington" or Pudington, extinët in 1715",

* Lord Maſſey, of the kingdom of Ireland, is ſuppoſed to be deſcended from a younger

branch of the barons of Dunham-Maſſey ; one of his ſons is named Hamo.

" The authorities on this fide ſeem to preponderate : it appears that in Sir Peter Leyceſter's

Colle&tions, where the Maſfies of Coddington are repreſented as deſcended from thoſe of Tatton,

the pedigree has been corrected by Sir Francis Leyceſter, Sir Peter's ſucceſſor; it appears alſo

by Dr. Cowper's Colle&tions, that William Maſſie, the firſt of the family who ſettled at Coddington,

left his eſtate, in caſe of failure of iſſue from his two ſons, to the Maſſeys of Podington.

* A younger branch of the Maſſeys of Podington, or as ſome pedigrees repreſent, of the Maſſics

of Coddington, was, for ſeveral deſcents, of Broxton. h

- the
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the founder of which houſe was Richard Maſſey, a younger ſon of Hamo de

Maſſey, the fourth baron of 1junham-Maffey: others repreſent the Coddington

family, as deſcended from a younger ſon of Sir John Maſſey of Tatton. The

Tatton family, deſcended from William, a younger ſon of one of the barons of

Dunham-Maſſey, became extinct in its principal branch *, in or about the reign

of Edward IV. It is certain that William Maſſie, who was of Cheſter, about the

middle of the fifteenth century, ſettled at Coddington, and was the immediate

anceſtor of the Rev. Richard Maſlie, new rector of Coddington and lord of that

manor. The Maſſics of Edgerley, now extinct, were a younger branch of the

Maſfies of Coddington: William Maſfie Eſq. now reſident at Cheſter, is deſcended

from a younger branch of the Maſies of Coddington.

The Warburtons are deſcended from Adam Dutton, a younger ſon of Hugh,

grandſon of Hudard, or Odard, who came over into England with William the

Conqueror. Sir Peter Dutton, great grandſon of Adam, ſettling at Warburton,

took the name of Warburton: the preſent Sir Peter Warburton's family are now

the only known deſcendants, in the male line, from the ancient ſtock of the

Duttons: a younger branch, deſcended from a great grandſon of Hudard, took

the name of Chedle from the place of their reſidence, and became extinét after a

few generations: another younger branch, having ſettled in the townſhip ſo called,

took the name of Aſhley; the heireſs of the Aſhleys married into a branch of the

Breretons, fince extinct. The elder male branch of the Duttons became extinct

by the death of Lawrence Dutton in 1526; Sir Piers Dutton, deſcended from Ed

mund, a younger ſon of Sir Thomas Dutton, who had ſettled at Hatton, ſucceeded

to the inheritance as next heir male, and ſettled at Dutton; his poſterity in the

male line became extinct by the death of Thomas Dutton Eſq. in 1614. Lord

Stanley, in right of his mother, (who was daughter of James Duke of Hamilton,)

is the immediate repreſentative of this branch in the female line". From Richard

Dutton, uncle of Sir Piers Dutton of Hatton, who was adjudged the heir male

of Dutton in 1526, were deſcended the Duttons of Sherbourn in Clouceſterſhire, of

whom Lord Sherbourn is now the repreſentative in the female line, and the Duttons

of Claughton, in the Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire, who are ſuppoſed to have been

long extinct. Ralph Dutton, a younger ſon of Sir Piers Dutton above-mentioned,

continued the male line of Dutton of Hatton, extinct by the death of Peter Dutton

ar

Jºſq. in 1686. Hancock, a younger ſon of Sir Hugh Dutton, who died in 1523

* A younger branch of the Maſſes of Tatton, was for ſeveral deſcents, of Denfield in Roſtherne;

it appears to have become extinct about the end of the ſeventeenth century, beyond which there are

no traces of the family to be found in the pariſh regiſter. * See p. 352.

Wol, II. 3 A ſittled
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ſettled in Denbighſhire: Edward Dutton, alderman of Cheſter in 1613, proved

his deſcent from the ſaid Hancock; Richard, his ſon, was alſo alderman of

Cheſter, and had a ſon of his own name, but we have not been able to trace

their poſterity to the preſent time. * -

The Alderſeys were of Alderſey, now the ſeat of their deſcendant Samuel

Alderſey Eſq., as early as the reign of Edward li. Antrobus, the ſeat of the

ancient family of Antrobus, which was ſold by Henry Antrobus, in the reign of

Henry IV. to Thomas Venables, has lately been purchaſed by Edmund Antrobus

Eſq., who has proved his deſcent from Henry, a younger ſon of Henry Antrobus

above-mentioned.

The elder branch of the Ardernes, whoſe chief ſeat was at Aldford, where they

had a caſtle, became extinét in the principal line, by the death of Walkelin Arderne,

in or about the reign of Richard II. The preſent John Arden Eſq. (for ſo the

family have of late years ſpelt the name) is deſcended from Sir John Arderne, a

younger brother of Walkelin before-mentioned, whoſe poſterity ſettled in the pariſh

ofStockport, in the fifteenth century; and he is alſo the repreſentative of the Barons

of Montalt, and of the ancient family of Done of Utkinton and Flaxyards; a

younger branch of the Ardernes ſettled at Alderley about the beginning of Edward

the Third’s reign, and ended after a few deſcents in a female heir, who married into

the Weever family, whoſe heireſs married the anceſtor of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart.

The Ardernes of Leiceſterſhire were deſcended from a younger ſon of Ralph

Arderne of Harden in the fifteenth century. .

The Baſkervyles were of Old Withington, as early as the reign of Edward I.:

their lineal deſcendant John Baſkervyle Eſq., on ſucceeding to the eſtates of William

Glegg Eſq. of Gayton, who died in 1758, took the name of that family ". The

Braynes were of Aſton-houſe near Nantwich, (lately alienated by John Brayne Eſq.)

in the reign of Henry VI., and their anceſtors for ſeveral generations before, at

Faddiley. The Breſleys, or Breſfies, were originally of Wiſtaſton; Robert Breſſey,

ſon of Lawrence, was ſheriff of Cheſhire in 1303; three of the elder branches of

this family terminated at an early period in female heirs; one of whom was anceſtor

of the Brindleys of Wiſtaſton : one of the remaining branches ſettled at Teverton

in Bunbury, and after continuing there for many generations, became extinct by the

death of Ralph Breſlie in 1754: another younger branch of this family ſettled at

Bulkeley, by marriage with the heireſs of Hadley, deſcended from a branch of

the Bulkeleys; the deſcendants of this branch ſpelt their name Braſſey, and were

anceſtors of Richard Braſſey Eſq. now of Cotton-Abbots. A younger branch of

the Breſlies of Teverton, continued for ſeveral generations in the male line; we

*

* See p. 365.

have
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have not been able to trace this branch below William Breſſey, who was of

Cheſter in 1566, and had brothers. +

The Brookes were of Leighton, in the reign of Edward the Firſt ; the elder

branch became extinët in the male line, in or about the reign of Queen Elizabeth;

a younger branch ſettled at Norton, of which Sir Richard Brooke Bart, is the in

mediate deſcendant. Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, is of a younger

branch of the Brookes of Norton. The Barnſtons of Churton, anceſtors of

Roger Barnſton Eſq. now of Cheſter, were of Churton, as early as the reign of

Richard II. º

The Bulkeleys were Lords of Bulkeley, in the reign of King John; Robert de

Bulkeley, who was ſheriff of Cheſhire in 1309, had three ſons; William, common

anceſtor of moſt of the Cheſhire branches; Thomas, whoſe poſterity ſoon failed in

the male line"; and Peter, anceſtor of the Bulkeleys of Wore in Shropſhire, and

of the Bulkeleys of Broxton, who became extinét after three deſcents. William

Bulkeley above-mentioned had ſeveral ſons; William, who left an only daughter,

married to Thomas Holford, in conſequence of which match, the Cholmondeleys

of Vale Royal, by marriage with the heireſs of Holford, are repreſentatives of the.

elder branch of the Bulkeleys; Robert, the ſecond ſon of William, ſettled at Eaton

in Davenham, and had two ſons, Robert, anceſtor of the Bulkeleys of Eaton, which

family became extinét after fix generations, and Richard who married the heireſs

of Chedle, and was anceſtor of the Bulkeleys of Cheadle and of Whatcroft in Da

venham: the elder branch of theſe Bulkeleys removed to Beaumaris in the iſle of

Angleſea, and were anceſtors of LordWiſcount Bulkeley, who has a ſeat in Cheſhire,

in right of his Lady as heireſs of the Warrens; a younger branch of this houſe

continued for ſome deſcents at Cheadle; Roger, third ſon of William Bulkeley

above-mentioned, ſettling at Norbury, his poſterity aſſumed the name of Norbury,

and became extinét, in the elder branch, after four generations'; the poſterity of

Richard, fourth ſon of William Bulkeley, ſettled at Preſtland near Bunbury,

took the name of Preſtland, were for ſeveral deſcents of Wardle-Hall in the ſame

pariſh, and continued in the male line till the middle of the ſeventeenth century

(if not later); Thomas Bulkeley, the fifth ſon, who was of Alpraham, left an only

"This Thomas Bulkeley had two ſons, Roger and Richard; the grand-daughter of Roger, brought

an eſtate at Bulkeley to the Hadleys, whoſe heireſs, after three generations, married the anceſtor of

Richard Braſſey Eſq., now of Cotton-Abbots. The poſterity of Richard ended in a female heir,

who in the reign of Richard II. married William Tattenhall, and after three generations, the heireſs

of Tattenhall married Sir Hugh Calveley. * Sir John Norbury, Lord High Treaſurer of

England in the reign of King Henry IV. was of a younger branch of this family, which ſettled

at Stoke in Surrey: the daughter and heir of a deſcendant of the ſame name married Richard Halley

well, whoſe daughter and heir, Jane, was the wife of Edmund Lord Bray : a younger branch returned

into Cheſhire, ſettled at Frodſham, and became extinct after a few deſcents. - - - -

3 A 2 daughter,
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daughter, married to Thomas Arderne, whoſe heireſs married Thomas Stanley of

Elford; David, the youngeſt ſon of William Bulkeley ſettled at Bickerton, and

was immediate anceſtor of Thomas Bulkeley Eſq., by whoſe death this branch of

the family became extinét in 1862. - -

The Cholmondeleys and Egertons are deſcended from the ſame ſtock;

Robert, anceſtor of the Cholmondeleys, being the younger brother, and

Philip, anceſtor of the Egertons, a younger ſon of David, Baron of Malpas,

who, in or about the reign of Henry III., took their family names from the

places of their reſpective reſidences. Robert de Cholmondeley was the lineal

anceſtor of Sir Hugh Cholmondeley Knight', who died in 1601 : from the ſecond

ſon of this Sir Hugh the preſent Earl of Cholmondeley is deſcended, and from his

fourth ſon, Thomas, is deſcended Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Vale-Royal,

one of the preſent knights of the ſhire. A younger branch of the Cholmondeleys

was of Chorley in the reign of Edward III.; the direct line of this branch became

extinët in 1522, by the death of Sir Richard Cholmondeley, whoſe younger brother

Roger, ſettled in Yorkſhire, and was anceſtor of the brave Sir Hugh Cholmondeley

of Whitby, who defended Scarborough caſtle, and was created a baronet in 1641;

the title became extinct in 1688: but the male line was continued by a couſin, who

married the heireſs of the laſt baronet; other younger branches, deſcended from

Roger Cholmondeley above-mentioned, ſettled at Branſby and Roxby in Yorkſhire.

John, younger brother of Richard Cholmondeley, who was one of the juſtices

of Cheſhire, in the reign of Edward IV., was anceſtor of the family of Chol

mondeley of Coppenhall in Staffordſhire, which ſpread into ſeveral branches.

The Cholmondeleys of Holford, extinct in 1728, were deſcended from Thomas,

a natural ſon of Sir Robert Cholmondeley Bart. Earl of Leinſter', who died

without legitimate iſſue in 1659.

Sir Thomas Egerton Bart., now Earl of Wilton, whoſe ſeat is at Heaton

in Lancaſhire, is the immediate repreſentative of the elder branch of the Egertons

of Egerton and Oulton, deſcended from Philip de Egerton above-mentioned.

Oulton, now the feat of John Egerton Eſq. was acquired by the family, about the

year 15cc, by a match with the heireſs of Hugh Done of Oulton, a younger ſon

of the family of Done of Utkinton. The preſent poſſeſſor of Oulton is deſcended

from Sir Philip Egerton Knight, third ſon of Sir Rowland, the firſt baronet,

and is preſumptive heir to the baronetcy. Urian, great-grandſon of Philip de

Egerton firſt-mentioned, married the heireſs of Caldecote, and was anceſtor of

the Egertons of Caldecote, and afterwards of Wrinehill, which was acquired by a

• He was one of the knights of the ſhire, as were his deſcendants for five generations. See a more

particular account of the titles of this family, p. 351, 352. 354. * See P. 351.

match
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match with the heireſs of Hawkeſtone, about the year 1430; this branch of the

Egertons became extinct in 1687 ". The Egertons of Ridley were deſcended from

Sir Ralph Egerton, ſtandard-bearer to King Henry VIII., a younger ſon of Sir Philip

Egerton of Egerton. The Ridley eſtate was ſold in the reign of Charles II. by a

deſcendant, who removed to Shaw in Lancaſhire, and this branch of the family is

ſuppoſed to be extinét. The Earl of Bridgewater is deſcended from a natural ſon of

Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley, ſon of Sir Ralph. The Egertons of Tatton, extinct

by the death of Samuel Egerton Eſq., one of the knights of the ſhire, in the year

1780, were deſcended from Thomas, a younger ſon of the Earl of Bridgewater who

died in 1686. William Tatton Eſq. of Withenſhaw, ſon of the late Mr. Egerton's

fiſter, on ſucceeding to the eſtate, took the name of Egerton, and was father

of Wilbraham Egerton Eſq., now of Tatton.

The anceſtors of T. C. Clutton Eſq. of Chorlton in Malpas were originally of

Clutton, afterwards for ſeveral generations of Nantwich. The anceſtors of T. C. Dod

Eſq. of Edge, are to be traced up to the reign of Henry III. The Dods of Dod’s-

yard, or Smithfield in Broxton, appear to have been a younger branch of the Dods

of Edge, and to have become extinct by the death of Peter Dod Eſq. about the year

1650. Another younger branch of the Dods of Edge became extinét in 1719,

by the death of John Herbert Dod Eſq., of the Lower-houſe in Broxton. The

Dods of Broxton-Hall, or the Higher-houſe, whoſe connection with the Edge family

does not appear, are to be traced to the fourteenth century: this family became

extinct in the male line in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

The family of Downes was of Downes, in the townſhip of Sutton, as early as

the reign of King John ; William Downes was of Shrigley, now the ſeat of his

immediate deſcendant, Edward Downes Eſq., early in the fourteenth century.

It is moſt probable, that either he or his father married the heireſs of Shrigley ºf

the coat of which family is now quartered by Downes. A younger branch of the

Downes family ſettled at Taxall early in the fourteenth century: we have not

been able to trace whether this branch of the family is extinct; Reginald Downes

Eſq., who ſold the Taxall eſtate, and appears to have quitted the county in 1691,

had male iſſue. -

" James Egerton, who died in 1687, was the laſt heir male of the Wrinehill branch, being ſon

of William Egerton of Betley, ſecond ſon of Ralph Egerton of Wrinehill, who died in 1522 :

but Wrinehill had ſome years before the death of James Egerton paſſed to the Egertons of

Egerton and Oulton, purſuant to a ſettlement made by Edward Egerton of Wrimehill, (ſon of

Sir Ralph Egerton, who died in 1597,) which Edward died without iſſue.

* The match is not mentioned in any pedigrees of the family; but it appears by ancient family

dreds, that Maud, daughter of Jordan de Shrigley, conveyed lands in Shrigley, A. D. 1313,

to William de Downes; and it appears alſo that the wife of this William was named Maud; her

furname does not appear.

2 - The



366 .C H E S H I R. E.

The Gleggs became poſſeſſed of the hundred of Caldey, in the reign of

Edward II., by a match with the heireſs of Sutton; Gilbert Glegg, ſon of John,

who firſt ſettled in Wirrall, by a match with the heireſs of Merton, acquired

Gayton, which was the ſeat of the elder branch of the family, till the death of

*William Glegg Eſq, the laſt heir male in 1758; this branch is now repreſented

by John Glegg Eſq., whoſe father, John Baſkervyle of Old Withington, married

the only daughter of Robert Glegg Eſq. (brother to William,) and on the death

of the ſaid William, aſſumed the name of Glegg. Birkenhead Glegg Eſq. is

deſcended, in the male line, from a younger branch of the family, ſettled for

many generations at Irbye-Hall: another younger branch ſettled at Grange in the

reign of Edward VI, which eſtate has paſſed from the family, but the male heirs

are not extinét. w

The elder branch of the Kelſalls, who were originally of Kelſall in Tarvin,

became extinét at an early period: a younger branch was of Bradſhaw and Heath

fide, both in Cheadle: the immediate deſcendant of this family is Oldfield Kelſall

Eſq., who is the preſent owner of Bradſhaw-Hall, but reſides in Cheſter. James

Kelſall, a younger ſon of the Bradſhaw family, ſettled at Audley in Staffordſhire,

and died in 1583, at the age of 107 years, leaving a numerous family; a branch of

which ſettled at Barthomley, and became extinct in 1802 : another branch of the

Kelſalls, which was of Trafford, has become extinct alſo in the male line; the

heireſs of this branch married J. Glegg Eſq. of Withington.

The anceſtors of John Lawton Eſq. of Lawton, were ſettled at that place, as

early as the reign of Henry V. The Leches of Carden are deſcended from

John Leech or Leche, who ſettled at Carden, in conſequence of his marriage

with the heireſs of that place; he was grandſon of John Leech, one of the

ſurgeons to King Edward III., who was of Chatſworth in Derbyſhire.

The Leyceſters of Toft are deſcended in the direét male line from Sir Nicholas

Leyceſter, who accquired the manor of Nether-Tabley in marriage, and died in

1295; his grandſon Ralph, being the younger ſon of his ſon Nicholas, married

the heireſs of Toft, and was the immediate anceſtor of the preſent George Leyceſter

Eſq. of that place: a younger ſon of Ralph Leyceſter above-mentioned, was

anceſtor of the Leyceſters of Worleſton and of Poole near,Nantwich : Richard y

Leyceſter of this branch, was mayor of Cheſter in 1650. The Tabley family

aontinued in the male line till the death of Sir Francis Leiceſter Bart. (for ſo this

branch of the family have of late years written their name) in 1742; his only

daughter married Fleetwood Legh Eſq. and for her ſecond huſband, Sir John

Pyrne Bart. ofthe kingdom of Ireland, whoſe grandſon Sir John Fleming Leiceſter,

2. He died without male iſſue; and of ſeveral brothers, one only (Randle) ſurvived him.

of
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of Tabley-Houſe Bart., is the preſent repreſentative of the Leiceſters of that place,

of which family was Sir Peter Leyceſter, the hiſtorian of Bucklow hundred. The

Leyceſters of Hale-Lowe in Bowden, ſuppoſed to be extinét, and the Leyceſters

of Leigh in Staffordſhire, were younger branches of the Leyceſters of Tabley:

none of the male line of this family are known to be now remaining in Cheſhire.

The Stanleys, who are a branch of the ancient baronial family of Audley,

took the name of Stanley, from Stanleigh, or Stanley in Staffordſhire, where

they were ſome time ſettled. Sir William de Stanley, in conſequence of his

marriage with the heireſs of Bamville, became poſſeſſed, about the year 1315, of

the bailiwick of Wirrall foreſt, and the manor of Great-Storeton. His ſon, by

a match with the heireſs of Hooton, became poſſeſſed of that lordſhip, which has

ever ſince been the ſeat of his deſcendants. In conſequence of a younger ſon of

this family ſucceeding by deviſe to the eſtate of the Maſſeys of Puddington in

1715, he aſſumed the name of Maffey in addition to his own; but upon this

branch coming into poſſeſſion of Hooton, by the death of Sir William Stanley

Bart, in 1792, they re-aſſumed their ancient family name alſo in addition; the

preſent baronet is Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley.

Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. of Alderley, is deſcended from Sir John, a younger

ſon of Sir Thomas Stanley, the firſt Lord Stanley, comptroller of the houſehold to

King Henry VI. (deſcended from Sir John Stanley K. G. younger brother of

the firſt Stanley of Hooton). Sir John Stanley, anceſtor of the Stanleys of

Alderley, poſſeſſed both Alderley and Weever; at which latter place alſo, his

deſcendant had, for ſome time a ſeat, by his marriage with the heireſs of Sir

Thomas Weever. The Earl of Derby is deſcended from the elder ſon of Thomas.

Lord Stanley above-mentioned. The Stanleys of Elford and Pype in Stafford

ſhire, long fince extinct in the male line, were deſcended from a younger ſon

of Sir John Stanley (the firſt Lord Stanley's grandfather,) who married the heireſs

of Latham. The Stanleys of Dalegarth, (now of Ponſonby,) in Cumberland,

are a younger branch of the Stanleys of Storeton in Wirrall.,

The Tattons were Lords of the townſhip of that name at a very early period;

the elder branch became extinct after a few deſcents; the heireſs married Maſſey.

Robert, ſon of William, a younger brother of Sir Alan Tatton, Lord of Tatton

in 1250, married the heireſs of Kenworthy in the reign of Edward I. *, his deſcen

dant of the ſame name, married the heireſs of Withenſhaw. It is fingular that the

father of the preſent Wilbraham Egerton Eſq. of Tatton, ſhould have quitted the

ancient name of his family, on coming into poſſeſſion of the eſtate, which was at

an early period their inheritance. Thomas William, the younger brother of Mr.

: Papers in the poſſeſſion of the Tatton family. -

1 - Fgerton,
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Egerton, who is now of Withenſhaw, has reſumed his paternal name of Tatton.

The anceſtors of Edward Thornycroft Eſq. were of Thornycroft, in the townſhip of

Sidington, and the pariſh of Preſtbury, as early as the latter part of the 13th century.

The Vawdreys were ſettled in the pariſh of Bowden, at leaſt as early as the reign of

Edward IV. About the year 1497, they ſettled at Riddings, whence they removed

to Millgate in Cranage. The daughter and heir of the laſt of the elder branch

married the Rev. James Mainwaring of Edlaſton, in the county of Derby, who

died in 1808, and left iſſue. Daniel Vawdrey Eſq. of Stanthorn is the repreſentative

of a younger branch. -

The Walthalls appear to have ſettled at Wiſtaſton, now the ſeat of their de

ſcendant Peter Walthall Eſq. in the fourteenth century, on marrying the heireſs of

Alexander.

The Wetenhalls were of Wetenhall as early as the reign of Henry II. ; the

elder branch became extinét in the fourteenth century, when Wetenhall, the ancient

feat of the family, paſſed into other hands. Sir John Wetenhall, in the early

part of the fourteenth century, had two ſons who died without iflue: two

daughters married to Groſvenor and Hartley, who left no iſſue; and four daugh

ters married to Arderne, Boſtock, Bromhall, and Manley, who left iſſue. The

brothers of Sir John Wetenhall above-mentioned, continued the male line:

younger branches were of Cholmondeſton and Coppenhall. The Wetenhalls of

Cholmondeſton became extinct in the male line, about the year 16co: we have

not aſcertained whether the Wetenhalls of Coppenhall are extinct : in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth, Roger Wetenhall, the laſt mentioned in the pedigree, is

deſcribed as of Coppenhall; Charles, a younger brother of Canterbury; John,

another younger brother of London. A younger branch of the Wetenhalls which

was of Nantwich, has continued to the preſent time: the late ThomasWetenhall Eſq.

upon ſucceeding to the eſtates of the late Sir Henry Mainwaring, took the name

of Mainwaring, which has been continued by his ſon, now Sir Henry Mainwaring

Mainwaring Bart. A younger branch of the Wetenhalls of Nantwich ſettled at Han

kelow in the early part of the 17th century, and became extinct in 1778. Edward

Tomkinſon Eſq., to whom the late Mr. Wetenhall of Hankelow left his eſtate, is

the repreſentative in the female line, and has taken the name of Wetenhall.

The Wilbrahams are deſcended from Sir Richard de Wilburham, or Wil

braham, who married two Cheſhire heireſſes of the families of Venables and

Vernon, Barons of Kinderton and Shipbrooke: from the former match all the

Wilbrahams of Cheſhire are deſcended. The elder branch ſettled at Woodhey

in the fifteenth century, in conſequence of a match with the heireſs of Golborne,

and became extinct by the death of Sir Thomas Wilbraham Bart. in 1695.

The Earl of Dyſart is the repreſentative of this branch, and inherits the eſtates.

Ralph
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Ralph Wilbraham, ſecond ſon of Thomas, who married the heireſs of Golborne,

was anceſtor of the Wilbrahams ofthe Towns-end in Nantwich, and the Wilbrahams

of Dorfold. George Wilbraham Eſq. of Delamere Lodge is the immediate repre

ſentative of the elder branch of the Wilbrahams of the Towns-end: the grandfather

of the preſent Randle Wilbraham Eſq. of Rode was a younger ſon of Wilbraham of

Towns-end. The preſent Mr. Randle Wilbraham's elder brother has taken the

name of Bootle, and reſides at Latham in Lancaſhire. The Wilbrahams of

Dorfold, of whom the Rev. James Wilbraham, rector of Falmouth, is the

immediate repreſentative, were deſcended from Ralph, a younger ſon of Wil

braham of Towns-end, who ſettled at Dorfold in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

The Wilbrahams of Brindley, and the Wilbrahams of Rees-heath, were deſcended

from Richard, the fourth ſon of Thomas Wilbraham, who married the heireſs

of Golborne: this branch is ſuppoſed not to be extinct, but they have long

quitted Cheſhire.

Lawrence Wright Eſq., now of Mottram-St. Andrew, is deſcended from the

Wrights of Offerton, whoſe anceſtor acquired that manor by marrying the

heireſs of Winnington. Lawrence Wright Eſq., who became thus poſſeſſed of

Offerton about the year 16oo, was grandſon of Thomas Wright of Nantwich,

whoſe pedigree is traced a few deſcents higher, to Thomas Wright, alias

Bulkeley. Sir Edmund Wright, lord mayor of London, of an elder branch of

the Nantwich family, died without male iſſue in 1638: a younger branch,

which continued at Nantwich for ſome deſcents later, became extinct by the

death of Edward Wright Eſq. in 1745. The Wrights, who were ſettled for ſeven

deſcents at Bickley, came out of Yorkſhire, were quite a diſtinčt family, and

bore different arms: the laſt mentioned in the pedigrees of this family, which

is ſuppoſed to be extinét, is Roger Wright, ſerjeant at arms to Queen Elizabeth,

about the year 16oo.

We now come to treat of ſuch of the Cheſhire families, as having become extinót

in the male line, are continued by deſcendants, who have taken the names of their

maternalanceſtors. The Leighs of Weſt-Hall, and the Leiceſters of Tabley, have

been already ſpoken of. The family of Aſton, whoſe pedigree is to be traced

up to the reign of Henry II. ſtill continues indeed in the male line, in the perſon

of the preſent baronet, Sir Willoughby Aſton, but the male line of the elder

branch failed in 1744, by the death of Sir Thomas Aſton, whoſe brother-in-law,

the Hon. Henry Hervey, D. D., on ſucceeding to the Cheſhire eſtates, took the

name of Aſton.

The Booths deſcended from thoſe of Barton in Lancaſhire, ſettled in Cheſhire

ſome time in the fifteenth century, in conſequence of a marriage with the co

heireſs of Venables of Bolyn, repreſentative of the Barons Maſley. Sir George

Vol. II. 3 B Booth
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Booth of Dunham-Maffey was created a baronet in 1611, his grandſon was

in 1661 created Lord Delamere; and the ſon of the firſt Lord Delamere was

in 1690 created Earl of Warrington. The principal male line of the Booths,

now repreſented by the Earl of Stamford and Warrington ’, became extinct in

1758, by the death of George Earl of Warrington; the title of Baron Delamere

then devolved to the deſcendant of Robert, fifth ſon of the firſt Lord Delamere,

whoſe poſterity became extinct in the male line, by the death of Nathaniel

Lord Delamere, in 1770. The title of baronet, on the death of the laſt

Earl of Warrington, of the Booth family, devolved to the deſcendants of

Nathaniel, fourth ſon of William Booth Eſq., eldeſt ſon of the firſt baronet.

This branch of the Booth family, together with the title of baronet, became

extinct by the death of the Rev. Sir George Booth Bart. in 1797. The

Booths of Twemlow, who were deſcended from Edward, (a younger ſon of Sir

William Booth of Dunham-Maffey, who died in 1519,) ſettled at that place in

conſequence of his marriage with a co-heireſs of Roger Knotsford: this branch of

the family became extinët in the male line by the death of Thomas Booth Eſq.

in 1775. Walter Griffith Eſq. Captain in the Royal Navy, his great nephew in

the female line, and heir under his will, of the Twemlow eſtate, took the name

of Booth, by his Majeſty's ſign manual, in 1792.

The Crewes, or Crues, are to be traced to the early part of the twelfth century,

as ſettled at Crewe in Barthomley; the elder branch became extinét about the

year 1294; when Joan, the eldeſt daughter and co-heir of Thomas de Crewe,

brought Crewe-Hall to the family of Praers, whoſe heireſs married Foulſhurſt:

two younger brothers of this Thomas de Crewe left male iſſue, but their poſterity

appear to have failed after a few generations; Patrick, the fourth ſon, had two

ſons—Patrick the elder, was anceſtor to the Crewes of Pulcroft; the co-heireſſes

of which family, in the reign of Edward IV., married into the families of Boydell,

Chetwode, Leyceſter, and Wetenhall : the immediate poſterity of David, younger

ſon of Patrick, ſettled at Soonde; his great-grandſon Thomas, who married a

daughter of Henry Norbury, under-treaſurer of England in the reign of Henry VI.,

and to his ſecond wife, Margaret, daughter of John Patrick of Nantwich,

ſettled in that town: his deſcendant, John Crewe of Nantwich, who married

Alice Mainwaring, was father of Sir Randle Crewe, Chief Juſtice of the King's

Bench, and of Sir Thomas Crewe, Serjeant at Law, anceſtor of the Lords Crewe

of Stean in Northamptonſhire, now extinct. Sir Randle Crewe, having purchaſed

Crewe-Hall, which had been the ſeat of his anceſtors, built the preſent manſion at

that place; his poſterity failed in the male line in the year 1684, by the death of

• The only daughter of the laſt Earl of Warrington, married Henry Grey, Earl of Stamford,

whoſe ſon, George Harry, the preſent, Earl of Stamford, was created Earl of Warrington in 1796.

8 John
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John Crewe Eſq., whoſe daughter and eventually ſole heir, Anne, married John

Offley Eſq., deſcended from the ancient family of Offley of Madeley-Manor in

Staffordſhire; their ſon, who in 1708 took the name of Crewe by ačt of par.

liament, and died in 1749, was grandfather of John Crewe Eſq. of Crewe-Hall,

created Lord Crewe in 1806. Ralph Crewe, a younger ſon of the Nantwich

family, was of Alvaſton in the reign of Henry VII., and left an only daughter,

married to an anceſtor of the Walthalls. The Crewes of Cholmondeſton are ſaid

to have been deſcended from one of the younger branches of the Crewes of Crewe

Hall, and one pedigree derives their deſcent from a younger ſon of Thomas Crewe,

ſon of Thomas, who firſt ſettled at Nantwich: this branch is ſuppoſed to be extinét;

none of the family have for many years reſided at Cholmondeſton. The Crewes, or

as they have generally ſpelt their name, Crues, of Crewe near Farndon, and Holt

in Denbighſhire, are repreſented in ſome pedigrees of the family as deſcended from

David, a younger ſon of Thomas Crewe, who died in the reign of Edward I, ;

the pedigree in Barthomley church, drawn up by Sir William Dugdale, makes

no mention indeed of this David, or of the Crues of Holt, and Crewe near

Farndon: but they are repreſented as deſcended from the Crewes of Crewe-Hall,

in a very copious pedigree in the Britiſh Muſeum *; which appears to have been

drawn up by Randle Holme, from the communications of Sir John Crewe of

Utkinton. Theſe Crues of Crewe became extinët in the male line in the fifteenth

century; the co-heireſſes married Dod and Bird, and the heireſs of Bird married

Stringer. The Crues of Holt were of that place from the reign of Richard II.,

till the death of Samuel Crue Eſq. in 1770 ; Thomas Crue Dod Eſq. his ſiſter's

ſon, is the preſent repreſentative of this family. z

The Jodrells, whoſe family became extinct in the male line by the death of

Francis Jodrell Eſq. in 1757, came out of Derbyſhire; and ſettled at Eardſley, or

Yardſley in Taxall, in 1429. The co-heireſſes of Francis Jodrell” married John

Bower Eſq. of Mancheſter, and Egerton Leigh Eſq. of Weſt-hall; the former

aſſumed the name of Jodrell, and purchaſed Henbury, where he ſettled: it is

now the property and ſeat of his ſon, Francis Jodrell Eſq., who poſſeſſes alſo

the eſtates of the Jodrells in Taxall.

The ancient family of Shakerley became extinct in the male line, about the

end of the fourteenth, or at the beginning of the fifteenth century, when Geffrey

Tildeſly of a Lancaſhire family, married the heireſs and took the name, which

continued till the death of Peter Shakerley in 1781, when it became again

extinct, and was reſumed by Charles Watkin John Buckworth, (now Shakerley,)

ſon of Charles Buckworth Eſq. of Park-Place in Surrey, who married Elizabeth,

* Harl. MSS. No. 2119. * Frances and Elizabeth, his two grand-daughters,

the only children of his ſon Francis, who died in 1756, the year before his father.

3 B 2 . . his
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his daughter and ſole heireſs. The Shakerleys were for many generations of Hulme,

which was acquired by a marriage of one of their anceſtors, with a co-heireſs of

Groſvenor : afterwards, in conſequence of a match with the heireſs of Oldfield,

they ſettled at Somerford-Radnor in Aſtbury.

The Swetenhams of Somerford-Booths, whoſe deſcent is to be traced as high

as about the year 12co, became extinct in the male line by the death of Edmund

Swetenham Eſq. in 1768; his great-nephew in the female line, Roger Com

berbach Eſq., has taken the name of Swetenham, and reſides at Somerford-Booths.

The Swettenhams’ of Swettenham, whoſe pedigree is to be traced to the reign of

Edward I., became extinét by the death of Thomas Swettenham Eſq. (who had

aſſumed the name of Willis) in 1788. The name of Swettenham was aſſumed

ſome years ago, by John Eaton Eſq., (a diſtant relation of Millington Eaton

Swettenham Eſq. the preſent proprietor,) upcn his coming into poſſeſſion, by

deviſe, of the Swettenham eſtate.

We now come to treat of ſuch Cheſhire families as retain their ancient pa

trimony, but have now no permanent reſidence in the county, as well as thoſe

who have no longer any conne&tion with it: of the former claſs, we can enumerate

only the families of Bunbury, Chetwode, Manley, Needham, Page, Poole, and

Sneyd; to which may be added Brereton and Moreton, continued in the female

line : of the latter, the families of Boſtock, Daniel, Dukenfield, Fallows, Hankey,

Hatton, Holford, Maiſterſon, Torkington, and Vernon".

The family of Bunbury may be traced to the reign of King Stephen, as reſident

at Bunbury: they are ſaid to have been deſcended from the St. Pieries, and to

have taken their name from the place of their reſidence: the elder branch failed

in the male line, about the reign of King John, by the death of Humphry de

Bunbury, one of whoſe daughters married Patrick; the other, who died unmar

ried, left her eſtate to Alexander de Bunbury, who continued the male line; ,

his deſcendant David de Bunbury, having married the heireſs of Stanney, in

the reign of Edward II., removed the family refidence to Stanney in Wirrall.

Sir William Bunbury, father of the preſent baronet, removed into Suffolk.

Stanney-Hall, the only manſion in Cheſhire belonging to this family, is now a

farm-houſe. The Beeſtons of Beeſton, a younger branch of the Bunburys, who

took that name from the place of their reſidence, about the reign of Edward I.,

became extinét in the male line", by the death of Sir Hugh Beeſton in 1627,

and are now repreſented by Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart.

• So the Swettenhams of Swettenham ſpell their name, * Lord Vernon poſſeſſes eſtates in

Cheſhire, which he inherits from the Venables family; but, we believe, not any of the ancient eſtates

of the Vernons. * William Beeſton Eſq., appointed governor of Jamaica in 1692, and Mr.

Beeſton a Welſh judge who died in 1744, are ſaid (See Simpſon’s Engliſh Traveller, publiſhed

in 1746,) to be deſcended from this family of Beeſton; but there does not appear to be any younger

fous in the Cheſhire pedigrees we have ſeen, from whou, they could have derived their deſcent. Th

3 le
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The Chetwodes, a very ancient family, who were originally of Chetwode in

Buckinghamſhire, and afterwards of Okeley in Staffordſhire, which is now the

ſeat of Sir J. Chetwode Bart. had a ſeat in Cheſhire for ſeveral generations, at

Worleſton in Aćton. The preſent baronet has conſiderable property in the pariſh

of Great-Budworth, by deſcent from the families of Touchet and Venables, and

occaſionally reſides at Agden-Hall. The anceſtors of Sir John Chetwode have

married four Cheſhire heireſſes, or co-heireſſes, Crewe of Pulcroft, Soonde of

Soonde, Touchet of Whitley, and Venables of Agden.

The Manleys were of Manley in Frodſham, as early as the thirteenth century,

the elder branch became extinct about the latter end of the fixteenth century:

previouſly to which the family manſion was ſold to the Birkenheads; a younger

branch, which was of Poulton, and continued there in the reign of Queen

Elizabeth, is ſuppoſed alſo to be extinct : another younger branch was of Lache

and Doddleſton. Aëton Manley Eſq., ſettled at Oakhanger-Hall, in the pariſh

of Barthomley, in conſequence of his father's marriage with the heireſs of A&on;

this branch became extinct in the male line, by the death of John Aćton Manley

Eſq., whoſe only daughter and heir, by her ſecond huſband John Ready Eſq.,

left an only daughter, now the wife of the Rev. Dr. Whittington Landon, provoſt

of Worceſter College in Oxford. The preſent male repreſentative of the Lache

family, Iſaac George Manley Eſq., who reſides at Braziers near Ipſden in Oxford

ſhire, has ſtill an eſtate at Doddleſton.

The Needhams were of Cranach, or Cranage in this county, as early as the

reign of Henry III. : their deſcendant Lord Viſcount Kilmorey has large eſtates in

Cheſhire; but neither he nor his anceſtors have for many years had any ſeat in it.

The Pages were of Drakelow in the reign of Edward III., afterwards of Erdſhaw.

Webb, in his Itinerary of 1622, ſpeaks of this family as extinct; it probably was.

then extinct, in the elder branch : Thomas Leigh Page Eſq., now of Pancras,

in the county of Middleſex, is the repreſentative of a younger branch, which

ſettled at Hawthorne-Hall near Wilmſlow. The Pooles, who are deſcended

from the family of Pull, or Poole, of Barrets-Poole in Aćton, were afterwards,

about the reign of Richard II. of Poole-Hall in Wirrall, where they continued

to refide, till the father of the preſent baronet removed into Suſſex. Poole-Halh

is now occupied by the tenant who rents the demeſnes. The Sneyds, or as the

name was anciently ſpelt, Sneads, were of Bradwall in Sandbach, as "early as

the reign of Henry VI.: they have long reſided in Staffordſhire. Walter Sneyd Eſq.

has ſtill an eſtate in the pariſh of Wybunbury, which was purchaſed by his anceſtor

in the reign of Henry VIII.

The Breretons of Brereton, a very widely-ſpreading family, are to be traced at

Brereton, where the parent ſtock was ſettled, to about the year 122d, or rather

earliers
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earlier; the elder branch became extinčt in 1722, on the death of Francis

Lord Brereton, whoſe anceſtor had been created Lord Brereton of Leighlin in

Ireland in 1624; the preſent repreſentative in the female line is the lady of

Abraham Bracebridge º Eſq. of Atherſton in Warwickſhire, who occaſionally

reſides in the old manſion at Brereton. From Randle, a younger ſon of Sir

William Brereton of Brereton, by the heireſs of Malpas, deſcended the Breretons

of Malpas, extinét in the male line, in the year 1611 ; and the Breretons of

Aſhley extinct in the male line in 1660: from the Breretons of Malpas, who

were alſo of Ipſtones in Staffordſhire, deſcended the Breretons of Eccleſton and

Wetenhall; the Breretons of Tatton, extinct in or about the year 16oo; the

Breretons of Honford in Cheadle, extinct by the death of Sir Thomas Brereton

Bart. in 1678; the Breretons of Wolveſacre in Malpas, the Breretons of Barrell,

and the Breretons of Burros, or Burroughs in Denbighſhire; the laſt-mentioned

family, which was deſcended from a younger ſon of the firſt Randle Brereton of

Malpas, became extinct on the death of the late Owen Saluſbury Brereton

Eſq. F. R. A. S., who left his eſtates at Shotwick in this county to his couſin on

the mother's fide, Charles Trelawney Eſq. (now Trelawney Brereton). The

Breretons of Eccleſton, Wetenhall", and Wolveſacre, are ſuppoſed to be extinét.

The Moretons, who were for many generations of Little-Moreton, derived their

deſcent from Gralam de Loſtock, who married the heireſs of a ſtill more ancient

family of that name: his ſon Geffrey took the name of Moreton; which was

continued by his poſterity in the male line, till the death of Sir William Moreton,

recorder of London in 1763: the Rev. William Moreton Moreton of Weſterham

in Kent, deſcended from a ſiſter of Sir William, is the repreſentative of this

family in the female line.

The Boſtocks of Boſtock, who traced their deſcent up to the time of the

Conqueſt, became extinët in the direct male line, towards the latter part of the 15th

century, when the heireſs of an elder ſon married Sir John Savage : a younger

branch continued at Boſtock for ſeveral generations afterwards", and branches of the

family were ſettled in various parts of the county, at Barton, Belgrave, Churton,

Mobberly, Moulton, and Tattenhall: others ſettled at Abingdon in Berkſhire,

and at Tanridge in Surrey; none of the name, whoſe deſcent can be ſatisfactorily

traced as connected with this family, are known to be ſtill reſident in Cheſhire.

Dr. Charles Boſtock, now Sir Charles Rich Bart., who married the heireſs of Sir

• Mary Elizabeth, only child of Sir Charles Holte of Aſton, in the county of Warwick Bart.

deſcended from Sir Robert Holte, who married Jane, ſiſter and heireſs of the laſt Lord Brereton.

• A younger branch of the Breretons of Wetenhall, was of Cheſter in 1664–Bugdale's Viſitation.

: • The laſt of the family, who occurs in the pariſh regiſter at Davenham, is Thomas Boſtock,

buried in 1704.

Robert
+
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Robert Rich, and took that name, is deſcended from the Cheſhire Boſtocks. The

Daniels of Over-Tabley and Dareſbury, were deſcended from William Daniers, or

Daniel, who was living in 1291 : his elder ſon was anceſtor of the Daniels ofTabley,

which family became extinët in the male line by the death of Sir Samuel Daniel

in 1726. Sir William Dukenfield, who inherited the eſtates, and took the name

of Daniel, died without iſſue: the Daniels of Dareſbury were deſcended from a

younger ſon of William Daniers above-mentioned. The deſcendant of John

Daniel Eſq. of Dareſbury ſold his eſtate at that place in 1756, and the family

now reſides in Staffordſhire. -

The Dukenfields are to be traced as reſident at Dukenfield, nearly to the time

of the Conqueſt; the eſtate paſſed from the family, on the death of Sir William

Dukenfield, who bore the additional name of Daniel, as repreſentative of the

Daniels of Over-Tabley; the preſent male repreſentative of this family, Sir

Nathaniel Dukenfield Bart., who is deſcended from a younger branch, ſettled at

Briſtol, has no reſidence in Cheſhire. The family of Fallows, or Falwitz, deſcended.

from a younger branch of the Aldfords of Aldford, reſided for many generations

at Fallows-Hall, and afterwards at Heywood-Hall in Alderley; they afterwards

removed into Derbyſhire. William Fallows Eſq. their preſent repreſentative, reſides

in London. The elder branch of the Hankeys, who were of Churton for ſeveral

generations, became extinét in the male line in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by

the death of John Hankey Eſq., who left ſeveral daughters; a younger brother's

family continued at Churton in the reign of Challes I., removed thence to Over;

and afterwards ſettled in London, where they have been eminent bankers, and

occaſionally enjoyed the higheſt civic honours, for more than a century.

The deſcent of the Hattons of Hatton in Waverton, may be traced up to

the time of Hugh Lupus: the elder branch became extinct in the fourteenth,

century; the heireſs brought the manor of Hatton to the Vernons; the male line

was continued by the poſterity of a younger branch, who were for ſome time of

Great-Alderſey; and ſettled in the reign of Henry IV. at Quoiſty, or Koiſty

Birches in the chapelry of Dareſbury. Peter Hatton, who was of Quoiſty-Birches

in the reign of Edward IV., had ſeveral ſons; the elder ſon removed into Shropſhire,

and left iſſue; the ſecond ſon was of Quoiſty-Birches, where his poſterity con

tinued in the ſeventeenth century; the third ſon was anceſtor of the Hattons

of Holdenby in Northamptonſhire, from which family ſprung the celebrated Sir

Chriſtopher Hatton, whoſe poſterity were ennobled ‘; and the Hattons, baronets,

of Long-Stanton in Cambridgeſhire; the fourth ſon was anceſtor of the Hattons

'Chriſtopher Hatton was created a baron in 1643, and his ſon in 1682 Viſcount Hatton; theſe :

titles became extinct in 1762,

of:
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of Norley and Kingſley; the fifth ſon was anceſtor of the Hattons of Scroggs; the

ſixth ſon was anceſtor of the Hattons of Weverham, whoſe rank in life became

ſo widely different from that of the poſterity of the other branches in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth, that ſome of them were then butchers in Cheſter , the ſeventh

fon was anceſtor of the Hattons of North-wood, and the eighth of thoſe of Stockton

yate, both in Cheſhire: all of theſe ſeem to have had a numerous poſterity; but

we cannot find that there are any of the family, of the degree of gentry, now

remaining in this county. The Hattons, who were for many generations of Wood

houſes in Frodſham, branched off from the Hattons of Hatton, about the reign of

Edward the Firſt : ſome younger branches of theſe Hattons were of Groppenhall,

Helſby, and Ince.

The Holfords of Holford were deſcended from the Tofts, one of whom ſettled

at Holford, and aſſumed that name, about the reign of Edward II.; the direct

male line of the Holfords of Holford, became extinét about the year 16co;

when the heireſs of that family brought Holford to the Cholmondeleys: there

are none of the family now in Cheſhire, but younger branches are ſettled in other

counties: William Holford Eſq. of Weſton-Birt in Glouceſterſhire, is of the male

line of this family. The Holfords of Davenham, who were deſcended from a

natural ſon, as was ſuppoſed, of Sir John Holford, who lived in the reign of

Henry VII., became extinét by the death of Allen Holford Eſq. in 1788. The

lineal deſcendant of the Maiſterſons, who were ſettled at Nantwich, as early as

the reign of Edward I., and continued there for about fifteen generations, reſides

in London. The Torkingtons of Torkington removed many years ago to Great

Stewkley in Huntingdonſhire. -

The Vernon family deſcended from Richard de Vernon, one of Hugh Lupus’

barons, became extinct in the elder branch, by the death of Warin, the fifth Baron

of Shipbrooke; a younger branch continued the male line for ſome time at

Shipbrooke; the heireſs of Vernon of Shipbrooke married Savage; a younger

branch ſettled at Haſlington, and became extinct by the death of Sir George Vernon,

who was made one of the Barons of the Exchequer in 1627; a younger branch

of this family, at an early period, ſettled at Erdſwick in Cheſhire, took the name

of Erdſwick, removed into Staffordſhire, and were anceſtors of Erdſwick the

hiſtorian; there are none of the name now in Cheſhire, who are ſuppoſed to have

been deſcended from the Shipbrooke family. Lord Vernon, deſcended from the

Vernons of Haddon in Derbyſhire, whoſe anceſtor, Sir William Vernon, juſtice of

Cheſhire, was deſcended from a younger ſon of the third Baron of Shipbrooke, is

now conſidered as the head of that family.

* Smith's Heraldic Colle&ions,

Some
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Some of the ancient families, known to be extinët in the male line have been

already ſpoken of ; the following have alſo been aſcertained to be extinct: the

Aćtons of Oakhanger, extinct in 1762"; the Aldfords of Aldford, extinct about the

year 12oo'; the Allens of Blindley appear to have become extinct about the latter

end of the 17th century, when the co-heireſſes married Hewett, and Drew; the

Alſagers became extinct in 1768; the Aſtburys deſcended from Randle de Aſtbury,

nephew of Randle de Blundeville Earl of Cheſter, became extinct about the year

1300, when the heireſs married Somerford; the Audleys who had a ſeat at New

Hall, became extinct in the reign of Richard II., when the heireſs married Touchet.

The Bartons of Barton became extinét early in the fourteenth century; the

Bebingtons of Bebington became extinét, in the elder branch, in the reign of

Richard II.; a younger branch ſettled at Nantwich, and is ſuppoſed to be alſo

extinct; ſeven males of this family, fix brothers, and an uncle, were ſlain at

Flodden field. The Bellots, who repreſented the Moretons of Great-Moreton,

became extinct by the death of Sir John Bellot in 1714. The Berringtons who

poſſeſſed Moreſbarrow, by marriage with the heireſs of Moreſbarrow in the reign

of Edward I., and were afterwards of Bradwall, became extinct in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, when the heireſs married Oldfield. The Birkenheads, whoſe

pedigree is traced to the reign of Edward III. in the early part of the 16th century

ſpread into three branches, all of which are ſuppoſed to be extinct; the eldeſt ſon,

who married the heireſs of Done of Crowton, ſettled at that place, but the male line

did not continue beyond his ſon; the deſcendants of the ſecond ſon were of Huxley

in conſequence of a match with the heireſs of Huxley, and afterwards removed to

Backford; this branch became extinct in the male line in 1724, and is repreſented

by the Gleggs; the poſterity of the third ſon, who ſettled at Cheſter, and a

younger branch of the Huxley family, which continued at Huxley, are ſuppoſed to

be alſo extinct. The family of Birchels, or Birtles of Birtles, became extinct

about the year 16oo; when the co-heireſſes married Swetenham of Somerford and

Kinſey of Blackden; the family of Blackamore, ſettled for many deſcents at Over,

became extinct about the year 1788; the Boydells of Doddleſton deſcended from

Oſborne Fitz-Tezzon, who lived in he reign of William the Conqueror, became

extinct about the middle of the fourteenth century “; the Bretts of Davenham

became extinct about the year 1600, the co-heireſſes married Boſtock and Wyche;

the Brindleys of Wiſtaiton were extinct before the year 1622'.

* The heireſs married into the family of Manley of Lache: Maria Auguſtina daughter of John

Ready Eſq. of Oakhanger, by the heireſs of Mauley, and wife of the Rev. Dr. Landon, provoſt of

Worceſter College in Oxford, is the repreſentative both of the Actons and Mauleys. See p. 3-3.

' A younger branch took the name of Fallows, from the place of its reſidence. See p. 375.

* The buſband of one of the daughters took the name of Boydell, which was again extinct in the

reign of Henry V, 'Webb's Itinerary in the Vale-Royal.

Vol. II. - 3 C - The
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The Bromleys of Baddington, deſcended from a ſecond ſon of Richard

Bromley of Bromley in Staffordſhire, became extinët in the male line in 1485 " :

Sir John Bromley, a younger ſon of the firſt Bromley of Baddington, was

anceſtor of the Bromleys of Mitley in Shropſhire, and of Holt-Caſtle in

Worceſterſhire. From Nicholas, a younger ſon of Roger Bromley, (grandſon of

Sir John above-mentioned,) who married the heireſs of Mitley, deſcended the

Bromleys of the Lower-Houſe at Norbury in the hundred of Nantwich extinct

before the year 16co, and the Bromleys of Hampton in the pariſh of Malpas, who

continued the male line in this county nearly a century later, when the heireſs

married into the family of Dod. The Bromleys of Dorfold-Hall, who ſold

that place about the year 1600, are repreſented by Collins, as deſcended from

a natural ſon of Thomas, who was of Baddington in the reign of Edward IV. ;

but other pedigrees repreſent them as deſcended from a younger ſon of a

younger branch of the Baddington family; we have not been able to aſcertain

whether they are extinét, but they do not appear to have continued in the county

after the ſale of Dorfold. . The Bruens, who had been for many generations

before of Stapleford, divided in the reign of Richard II. into two branches; the

Stapleford branch became extinët in 1715, and the other alſo is ſuppoſed to be

extinct. The family of Burge, or Burgeſs of Burge-Hall in Great-Budworth,

became extinct in the reign of Henry III.

The Byrds, Birds, or Brydes, who were, at an early period, of Charlton

in Malpas, divided into ſeveral branches, ſome of the deſcendants of which

ſettled in Wiltſhire, and ſome in London; the elder branch of the Byrds of

Broxton became extinët in the reign of Edward III., when the heireſs married

Dod; the heireſs of a younger branch, which was alſo of Broxton, married Bulkeley

in the following century; a third branch remained in the ſame townſhip, till

the death of Charles Byrd Eſq., about the beginning of the laſt century: a branch

of the Byrds ſettled at Crewe near Farndon, in conſequence of a match with

the heireſs of Crewe; this branch became extinét in the reign of Henry VIII.,

when the heireſs married Stringer.

The elder branch of the Caldecotes of Caldecote became extinét in or about

the reign of Edward II., when the heireſs married Egerton; a younger branch was

not extinct in the male line, till about the end of the ſeventeenth century. The

elder branch of the Calveleys of Calveley became extinët in the reign of Edward III.,

when the heireſs married into the Davenport family; a younger branch, which

ſettled at Lea in the chapelry of Bruera, became extinct by the death of Sir Hugh

Calveley in 1648 "; and is repreſented by Sir R. S. Cotton Bart. The Capeſthornes

of Capeſthorne became extinét about the year 14co; the heireſs married Ward.

* A co-heireſs brought Baddington to the Needhams, * His widow, Dame Mary

Calveley, ſurvived till the year 1705.

The
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The Cardens, extinët in the reign of Edward III., are repreſented by the Leches

of Carden : the Carringtons, who were of Carrington for three centuries, became

extinct in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the heireſs married Sir George

Booth, but left no iſſue: the Chettletons who were of Baddington, early in the 13th

century became extinét in the reign of Edward III., when the coheireſſes married

Brereton and Bromley. The Clives, who were originally of Clive, in the pariſh

of Middlewich, ſettled at Huxley at an early period, by marriage of an heireſs

of that place and name: Sir George Clive, who, in conſequence of his anceſtor's

marriage with the heireſs of Styche, was of Styche in Shropſhire and of Huxley,

had two ſons, one of whom was anceſtor of Lord Clive; the beireſs of the other,

in whom the male line of the Huxley branch ended, married into the Wilbraham

family; the heireſs of a younger branch of the Clives, which remained at Clive

Hall, married into the family of Hulſe.

The Cockers, who were ſettled for ſeveral deſcents at Strethill in the townſhip of

Mere, became extinét in the year 1643; the Coddingtons, deſcended according to

Camden, from the family of Malpas, were extinct before the reign of Edward I.

The elder branch of the Cottinghams of Wrenbury became extinét in or about

the reign of Henry VI., when a co-heireſs married Sir Hugh Calveley of Lea;

a younger branch continued for ſeveral deſcents later at Wrenbury : we have not

been able to aſcertain whether Thomas Cottingham Eſq. of Little-Neſton, whoſe

anceſtors have been of that place fince the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and who

is ſuppoſed to have been deſcended from Thomas Cottingham, mayor of Cheſter

in 1455, is of this family; it has long been removed from Wrenbury. The Cottons

of Cotton-Edmunds in Chriſtleton, became extinct in the elder branch in the reign

of Henry VII. when the heireſs married William Venables, Baron of Kinderton ;

from a younger branch deſcended the Cottons of Connington in Huntingdonſhire,

and thoſe of Connington in Cambridgeſhire, both extinct; we have not been

able to aſcertain whether the Cottons of Cotton-wood, or Cotton-juxta-Holmes

Chapel, are extinct; there are none ofthe family now in Cheſhire": the eſtate which

had belonged to his anceſtors from the reign of Henry II., was ſold by Thomas

Cotton Eſq. about the year 1653, to Sir Thomas Cotton of Huntingdonſhire: a

younger branch of theſe Cottons, which ſettled at Whittington in Glouceſterſhire,

became extinét in the early part of the ſeventeenth century, and, through ſeveral

female heirs, is now repreſented by the Earl of Derby. The Cowpers of Over

Legh, who ſettled at Cheſter in 1498, being a younger branch of the Cowpers

of Strode in Suſſex, became extinét by the death of Thomas Cowper Eſq.,

barriſter at law, and recorder of Cheſter in 1788 F; Earl Cowper is deſcended

* For an account of the Cottoms of Cumbermere, who are of a different family, ſee p. 399.

* His widow ſtill reſides at Over-Legh.

3 C 2 from
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from a younger branch of the ſame family. The elder branch of the Croxtons,

who were of Croxton in the reign of Henry III., became extinct in the fifteenth

century, when the heireſs married Mainwaring of an illegitimate branch of the

Mainwarings of Peover; a younger branch of the Croxtons, which repreſented

the elder branch of the Ravenſcroft family, was of Ravenſcroft, and became

cxtinct by the death of Thomas Croxton in 1696.

The Dareſburies of Dareſbury became extinct in the reign of Edward I. ; the

heireſs married Norris ; whoſe heireſs married Savage about the year 1344:

the Domvilles were originally of Oxton and Brimſtage in Wirrall; the elder

branch became extinct about the reign of Edward III., when the heireſs mar

ried Hulſe: a younger branch, feated at Lymm, continued the male line till

the death of William Domville, Eſq. in 1718". The Dones were of Utkinton,

as early as the twelfth century; a younger ſon of Henry Done, who acquired

the office of bow-bearer of the foreſt of Delamere, by marriage with the

co-heireſs of Kingſley, about the reign of King John, or the beginning of

that of Henry III. ", ſettled at Crowton, which branch became extinct in the

male line in the year 1508; the heireſs married Birkenhead. John Done of

Utkinton, in or about the reign of Henry VI., had three ſons; the ſecond ſon

ſettled at Flaxyards, the younger ſon at Oulton, the latter died without male

iſſue in 1498, leaving an only daughter who brought Oulton in marriage to the

Egertons: the elder branch of the Dones, which continued at Utkinton, became

extinct in the male line in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; the heireſs having married

the repreſentative of the Dones of Flaxyards, that branch of the family removed

to Utkinton, where it continued in the male line till the reign of Charles I." ;

the co-heireſſes married Arderne, Crewe, and Maiſterſon; John Arden Eſq. is the

preſent immediate repreſentative of the Dones and Kingſleys, and, as ſuch, bow

bearer of Delamere: a younger branch of the Dones of Flaxyards ſettled at

Duddon, and was not extinét in 1664 °.

The Eatons of Eaton, or Eaton-boat, became extinët in the male line about

the reign of Henry V., when the heireſs married the anceſtor of Earl Groſvenor;

the Eatons, who ſettled at Blackden about the reign of Henry III, in conſequence of

a match with the heireſs of Gooſtrey, became extinct in the latter part of the

* Domville Poole Eſq. and Thomas Taylor Eſq. are the repreſentatives of this family in the female

line; the latter ſtill retains a moiety of the Lymm eſtate. * It was four generations before

the year 1302, when there was a trial at law relating to the above-mentioned office: the father of

Henry Done, who married the co-heireſs of Kingſley, appears to have been of Utkinton.

* Sir John Done died in 1629; and his only ſon John Done Eſq., either before or ſoon

after him. : Dugdale's Viſitation.

ſeventeenth
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ſeventeenth century; it does not appear that the Eatons, who have been ſettled

for nearly three centuries in the pariſh of Great-Budworth, anceſtors of George

Eaton Eſq., now of the Pole in the hamlet of Antrobus, were conne&ted with either

of theſe families ; the Etons of Stockport became extinét in the reign of

Edward III. ; the heireſs married Warren. The Elcocks of Poole became extinét

in the male line by the death of William Elcock Eſq. in 1789'; the family of Elcock,

alias Hardware of Cheſter, and afterwards of Peele-Hall in Tarvin, became extinct

in 1639.

The Filkens, who were for ſeveral generations of Tattenhall, became extinct in

the male line by the death of Peter Filken Eſq. in 1750. The elder branch of

the Fittons, who were of Bolyn, in the reign of Henry III., became extinct about .

the year 137c, when the heireſs married Venables"; the Fittons of Pownall, a

younger branch, became extinct about the year 1.5oo *; thoſe of Gawſworth, a

younger branch of the Pownall family, became extinct in the direét line by the death

of Sir Edward Fitton in 1643 '': another younger branch of the Fittons of Pownall

ſettled at Carden, and continued there in 1666; but is ſuppoſed to have been

ſome time extinct. The Fulleſhurſts, or Foulhurſts, were of Edlaſton in the reign.

of Edward I., the elder branch became extinët in the reign of Henry VI. ; a younger

branch by marriage with the heireſs of Praers, who married the heireſs of Crewe,

was poſſeſſed of Crewe-Hall, in the reign of Edward III. and became extinct by the

death of Robert Foulhurſt, in or before the reign of Charles I. *; another younger

branch of this family, was, for a ſhort time, of Soonde. The ancient family of

Frodſham of Frodſham", afterwards of Elton, became extinct after a continuance of

more than twenty generations, by the death of Peter Frodſham Eſq. in 1766.

The Gamuls were of Buerton, as early as the reign of Edward IV.; the elder

*

branch became extinct in the male line by the death of Sir Francis Gamul" in

1654; a younger branch was of Crab-hall ‘, near Cheſter, and became extinct in .

the male line, by the death of William Gamul Eſq., in 1750.

* Mrs. Anne Elcocke, his fiſter, is living and reſides at Poole. * The co-heireſſes :

of Venables married Booth and Trafford. * The coheireſſes married Newton and

Minſhull. * The deſcendant of a younger ſon of Sir Edward Fitton, vice

treaſurer of Ireland, and grandfather of the firſt baronet, ſettled at Cork in Ireland; where their

immediate repreſentative is, or was lately, living. * Webb in his Itinerary of 1622 (Robert

Foulhurſt being then living) ſpeaks of the family as almoſt worn out. * Repreſented by

the Rev. Frodſham Hodſon, B. D. rector of Stratford-Bow, in the county of Middleſex; whoſe

grandmother was the eldeſt fiſter and co-heir of Peter Frodſham Eſq. - * His only ſon was

killed in battle during the civil war, in 1644: of five daughters, who ſurvived him, two died un- .

married; the other three married into the families of Brerewood, Hoghton, and Weever.

‘Now the property of Samuel Gamul Farmer Eſq. of Nonſuch-Park in Surrey, one of his

repreſentatives in the female line.

The



The Gerards of Bryn in Lancaſhire appear to have become conne&ted with this

county, by their match with the co-heireſs of Kingſley, in the twelfth century;

they firſt ſettled at Kingſley; in the reign of Richard II. they are deſcribed as of

Crewood; this line became extinct in its elder branch" about the beginning

of the laſt century; a younger branch, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, ſettled

at Frodſham, and afterwards at Wimbolds-Trafford; this branch became extinct

in 1794 by the death of G. E. Gerard Eſq., and is repreſented by George Perryn

Eſq.; a younger ſon of Peter Gerard, in or about the reign of Henry IV., married

the heireſs of Ince of Ince in Lancaſhire; the elder branch of this line continued at

Ince for ſeveral generations, and is ſuppoſed to have been long extinét; from younger

branches deſcended the Lords Gerard of Bromley, who were for ſome time poſſeſſed

of Dutton, and the Gerards, Earls of Macclesfield, who poſſeſſed Gawſworth, in

conſequence of a marriage with the co-heireſs of Fitton; both theſe have been extinčt

more than a century ago. The Gleaves, or Gleyves, who were of High-Legh for

ſeveral generations, appear to have become extinct in 1673, and are repreſented by

the Leighs (now Traffords) of Oughtrington “. -

The Golbornes, according to Camden, were originally of the Malpas family,

a branch of which ſettled at Golborne-David ; the principal male line failed

in the reign of Richard II., when a co-heireſs brought Golborne to the

Venables family; the other co-heireſs married Goodman, who took the name

of Golborne, and their poſterity remained at Golborne-David in 16oo; a younger

branch of the male line continued a ſhort time at Golborne-David, and

having afterwards removed to Overton, continued there in 16oo: a branch

of the Golbornes was of Woodhey, as early as the reign of Edward II. ; the

heireſs married Wilbraham, in or about the reign of Henry IV. : a younger

branch of the Overton family, by marrying the heireſs of Henhull, was for

three generations of Henhull; a co-heireſs married Brayne, about the year 1500;

we have not been able to trace whether the Golbornes of Overton, or the

Golbornes, (formerly Goodmans,) of Golborne-David are extinét, but there are

none remaining of the name in Cheſhire of the degree of gentry.

The Gooſtreys of Gooſtrey became extinét in the reign of Henry III., when the

co-heireſſes married Eaton and Kinſey. The Greens, who were for ſeveral gene

rations of Congleton, were extinct before 1622 ſ; a younger branch was of

Stapeley, and was not extinct in 1670 °. The Griffins, who are ſaid, in ſome

pedigrees, to have been lords of Bartherton, in the reign of William Rufus,

became extinct in the direct male line, by the death of John Griffin, about

* Repreſented by the Leyceſters of Toft. • There are ſtill ſome of the name in the

townſhip; but not of the degree of gentry, or known to be deſcended from this family.

* Webb's Intinerary in the Vale. Royal. * Stapeley was ſold by the Greens in that year.

8 - the
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the middle or latter part of the fifteenth century; Edmund Griffin, ſon of

this John, by a daughter of Done of Utkinton, (born before marriage,) muſt be

conſidered as the founder of a new family, which appears to have become extinct

by the death of Edmund Griffin Eſq. of Burland in 1771. The Grimſditch

family, which had been ſettled at Grimſditch in Over-Whitley, in the reign of

Henry III., became extinët in its principal branch in 1726; the hall has been

lately purchaſed by a perſon of the ſame name, who is ſaid to be deſcended from

a younger branch, ſettled at Chorley in Wilmſlow.

The Hallums of Hallum, deſcended from Ranulph de Hallum, chamberlain to

Hugh Kevelioc, Earl of Cheſter, became extinét after five generations; the co

heireſſes married Hatton and Hemington. The Harthills, who were of Harthill

in the reign of King John, became extinët in the reign of Edward III., when the

heireſs married Tattenhall, whoſe heireſs married Calveley (now repreſented by .

Sir R.S. Cotton). The heireſs of the Haſlingtons of Hermitage married into the

Winnington family, early in the reign of Henry VI.

The Haſſalls, who were originally of Haſſall in Sandbach, and afterwards, (in

the reign of Henry VI.) of Hankelow in Audlem, became extinët in the principal,

branch about the reign of Charles II., when the heireſs married Wybunbury: a .

branch of the Haſſalls, which was for ſeveral deſcents of Nantwich, is ſuppoſed to

be alſo extinét.

The Haughtons were of Haughton in Bunbury, from the reign of Henry III., ,

(if not before) till the year 1740, when the family became extinct in the male line,

and the eſtate was ſold by the co-heireſſes; the Hawkſtones of Wrinehill became

extinét about the latter end of the fourteenth century, when the heireſs married

Egerton; the Heaths of Hall-o'-heath in Barthomley were extinct at an early

period; the heireſs married More. The Helleſbys of Helleſby became extinét after

five generations, in the fourteenth century, when the co-heireſſes married Thornton,

Beeſton, Griffin, Trafford, and Hatton. The Henſhaws, who were for ſeveral ge

nerations of Henſhaw, became extinët in the male line" of its elder branch, in the

early part of the ſeventeenth century, when the heireſs married Thornycroft. The

Heſelwalls, whoſe anceſtor married the heireſs of Thurſtanton, about the middle

of the thirteenth century, became extinct in the male line, about the reign of

Edward III, when the co-heireſſes married Calveley and Egerton. The Heywoods,

or Heawoods, who were long ſettled at Heywood in Alderley, became extinct in

the male line in the fixteenth century, when the heireſs married Holinſhed. The .

Hockenhulls were of Hockenhull, at a very early period; the elder branch became

extinët in 1704: a younger branch continued at Shotwick till 1750, and then .

removed : we have not been able to aſcertain whether this branch is extinct, nor

* Lea Henſhaw, of a younger branch, had two grandſons living in 1661. Dugdale's Viſitation."

could :
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could we learn any thing for certain of a younger branch ſettled for ſeveral gene

rations at Duddon, and remaining there at the time of Glover's viſitation in 1566:

a third younger branch, which ſettled at Prenton in Wirrall, by marriage with the

heireſs of Gleave, became extinct in the male line by the death of John Hockenhull

Eſq. in 1782. The Rev. William Hockenhull, late of Lymm, who has taken the

name of Molineux, and now reſides at Cheſter, is of this family, probably of the

Duddon branch.

The Holinſheds, or Hollinſheds, were originally of Holyns, or Hollins, in the

townſhip of Sutton in Macclesfield hundred: the heireſs of Sir Hugh Holinſhed, the

laſt of the elder branch, at an early period, married into the family of Ravenſcroft ;

his younger brother,who was of Sutton, married the heireſs of Cophurſt, and ſettled

at Cophurſt in the ſame townſhip: the elder branch of this line became extinét in

the male line, by the death of Ralph Holinſhed the hiſtorian, whoſe ſiſter and heireſs

married Corbet; from the younger ſon of one of his anceſtors, in the reign of

Henry VI. deſcended the Holinſheds of Bug-Lawton, the elder branch of which

family became extinct in the fixteenth century: a younger ſon was of Macclesfield,

and left poſterity, ſome of whom ſettled in Nottinghamſhire: from a younger ſon

of the great-grandfather of the hiſtorian, deſcended the Holinſheds of Heywood in

Alderley', extinct in 1703. Ralph Holinſhed, who married the heireſs of

Heywood, had ſeveral younger brothers, one of whom was of Boſley in this

county, and left poſterity, ſuppoſed to be extinct; another of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch,

and a third of Tame in Oxfordſhire,

The Hollingworths, who were for ſeveral generations of Hollingworth in

Mottram, have lately become extinct, at leaſt in the principal branch. The

Hootons, who were for a few deſcents of Hooton in Wirrall, became extinct about

the reign of Richard II., when the heireſs married Stanley. The Hortons, a

younger branch of the family of that name, of Catton in Derbyſhire", having

fettled at Coole-Pilate, in the reign of Henry IV., in conſequence of a match

with an heireſs of the St. Pierres, became extinct in 1740. There was another

family of Horton, of Horton in Tilſton; the heireſs of the elder branch of this

family married into the family of Catherall in the reign of Edward I. ; the heireſs of

a younger branch married alſo into the Catherall family in the reign of Henry IV.

The Houghs, who were of Thornton-Hough, by marriage with the heireſs of

Thornton in the reign of F dward III., became extinct in the principal branch,

about the Year 1579 ; the heireſs married Whitmore, and this branch is now repre

ſented by Sir 1 homas Moſtyn : a younger branch continued the male line at

Thornton ſome time longer, but is ſuppoſed to be alſo extinét.

* The heireſs married Fallows. * Euſebius Horton Eſq., the preſent poſſeſſor of Davenport

iſ, tight of his wife, is repreſentative of the Hortons of Catton.

4. - The
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The Hulmes, or Holmes, of Tranmore in Wirrall, whoſe anceſtor married

one of the co-heireſſes of Tranmore, appear to have become extinct about the

early part of the laſt century, by the death of Randle Holme, the laſt Cheſhire

antiquary of that name, or his ſon.

The family of Hulſe are traced up to Sir William Hulſe, who married the

heireſs of Norbury, and ſettled at the townſhip of that name, in the chapelry of

Marbury, about the year 1300; the elder branch continued for many deſcents at

Norbury: we have not been able to aſcertain whether they are extinét or removed.

Sir Hugh Hulſe, made juſtice of the King’s Bench in 1389, was of a younger

branch of this family, his grand-daughter and heir married Troutbeck; this branch

is repreſented by the Earl of Shrewſbury. The Hulſes, who ſettled at Clive, in

the reign of Edward IV., in conſequence of a match with the co-heireſs of Clive;

and afterwards, by a marriage with the heireſs of Raven, removed to Elworth in

Sandbach, were probably of a younger branch of this family: the Hulſes of

Elworth became extinct in 1790, by the death of the Rev. John Hulſe, founder

of the Hulſean prize, and the office of Chriſtian advocate, in the univerſity of

Cambridge. Sir Edward Hulſe, the celebrated phyſician, who, by the entry of his

admiſſion at Emanuel college in Cambridge, appears to have been a Cheſhire man,

was in all probability deſcended from one of theſe families. The Hurleſtones de

ſcended from the family of that name in Lancaſhire, were of Cheſter about the latter

end of the 15th century; this branch became extinct about the middle of the 17th

century: another branch of the Hurleſtones from Lancaſhire ſettled at Piéton in

Plemſtall in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; this branch became extinct in the male

line about a century ago, when a co-heireſs brought eſtates in Piéton and elſewhere

to the Leches of Carden. The elder branch of the Huxleys of Huxley became ex

tinët in the reign of Edward III., when the co-heireſſes married Clive, Hockenhull,

and Venables : a younger branch continued in the male line at Huxley for

ſeveral deſcents; the heir of this branch is deſcribed as of Sydenhall, or Sidwall,

in Glover’s Viſitation (1580), Ralph Huxley, who was then living, had ſeveral

ſons; we have not been able to trace whether this branch of the family is extinct:

another younger branch of this family ſettled at Brindley, and was not extinct in

1664. The Hydes of Hyde in Stockport, now repreſented by George Hyde Clarke

Eſq. having been ſettled in that townſhip as early as the reign of Henry III., became

extinct in the male line, before the middle of the laſt century; they were of Hyde

and Norbury, the manor of which laſt-mentioned place they acquired by a match

with the heireſs of Norbury, in the reign of Edward II. : the Hydes of Urmſton

in Lancaſhire; the Hydes of Shropſhire and thoſe of Wiltſhire were of younger

branches of this family: from the latter was deſcended the celebrated Edward

Hyde Earl of Clarendon, whoſe daughter Anne married James Duke of York,

afterwards King James II. -

Vol. II, 3 D The
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The Kingſleys, traced up to the reign of Henry I., became extinct about the

reign of King John; the co-heireſſes married Gerard, Done, Thornton, and

Launcelyn. The Knotsfords; who were of Twemlow for five generations, became

extinét about the reign of Richard II., when the heireſs married Booth.

The Launcelyns, who were ſettled at Poolton in Bebington, became extinct

in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the heireſs married Green. The Leas, or

Lees, of Lea in Wybunbury, were ſettled in that townſhip, at leaſt as early as the

reign of Henry III. Henry Lee ſold the Lea-Hall eſtate in the reign of Charles I.,

and removed to Darnhall. Thomas Lee Eſq., who ſold Darnhall to the late

Mr. Corbet's father, was father of General Lee, ſome time ſince a celebrated

officer in the American ſervice: Robert Lee, a younger ſon, had a ſon of the ſame

name, in whom the Cheſhire line of Lee became extinét ". The Lees, Earls of

Litchfield, now extinét, were deſcended from a younger branch of this family,

fettled in Buckinghamſhire in the fifteenth century: other younger branches of

this family were of Aſton in Staffordſhire, and Winchcombe in Glouceſterſhire.

The Lees of Cotton in Shropſhire are deſcended from a younger branch of this

family, branched off ſubſequently to its removal to Darnhall. The family of Leftwich

deſcended from a younger branch of the Winningtons, ſettled at an early period

at Leftwich in Davenham, became extinct in the male line in the year 164o ; the

heireſs married Oldfield fince extinct; a younger branch of the Leftwiches was

of Northwich, and continued there in 1663. The elder branch of Loſtock of

Loſtock-Gralam, became extinct at an early period, the heireſs married Vernon; a

younger ſon ſettled at Little-Moreton, took the name of Moreton, and continued for

many generations as before-mentioned.

The Maddocks, who were of Crewe near Farndon, for ſeveral deſcents, became

extinct in the elder branch in the year 1557; the Rev. Thomas Maddock M. A.,

one of the prebendaries of Cheſter, is ſuppoſed to be deſcended from a younger

branch, which was ſettled at Edge in the 17th century. The Malpas family became

extinët in its principal branch in the year 1361, when the heireſs married Brereton

as before-mentioned: the Cholmondeleys, and Egertons, ſtill exiſting; and the

Codingtons, Cotgreaves, Golbornes, and Overtons, (moſt of whom, are extinét,)

ſprang from younger branches of this family. The Marburys who were of Marbury

near Budworth in the reign of Edward II. became extinct in 1684; there was another

family of Marbury or Merbury, which became poſſeſſed of the manor of Walton in

Runcorn, in the reign of Edward III., by marriage with the heireſs of Walton, and

continued ſettled in that townſhip till the eſtate was ſold, about the middle of the

• Edward Townſhend Eſq. of Cheſter, married the daughter and eventually ſole heir of Thomas

Lee, brother of Robert above mentioned.

ſeventeenth
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ſeventeenth century to the Brookes of Mere, beyond which period we have not

been able to trace them.

The Maſcies, who were of Sale before the year 1200, and afterwards of

Hogh alſo in Audlem, became extinct in the early part of the laſt century :

the heireſs of Richard Maſcie Eſq., who died in 1720, married Malyn; the

co-heireſſes of William his brother, who died within a few years of the ſame

time, married Halſted, and Taylor. The family of Meoles, or Meols, which were

of Meols in Wirrall" in the reign of Edward II., became extinét about the end of

the ſeventeenth century. The Meres, who were of Mere about the reign of King

John, became extinct in 1785 by the death of the Rev. Peter Mayer", vicar

of Preſtbury, great-grandſon of William Mere Eſq. who ſold the Mere eſtate;

his daughter is wife of John Latham M. D., of Bedford-Row; a younger branch,

ſettled at Roſtherne, is ſuppoſed to be alſo extinét. The Millingtons, who

were for many generations of Millington, became extinét in the principal branch"

in 1666. The Minſhuls, who were of Church-Minſhull, about the reign of

Henry III., became extinét in the principal line in 1654, by the death of John

Minſhull Eſq. whoſe heireſs married the anceſtor of Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq.

of Vale-Royal ; younger branches, which were of Erdſwick and Nantwich, are

ſuppoſed to be extinét : another branch ſettled at Wood-Norton in Norfolk: a

younger branch of the Minſhulls of Nantwich, ſettled at Boreton near Buckingham,

and is repreſented by G. R. Minſhull Eſq., now of Aſton-Clinton in that county ".

The Mobberleys, who were of Mobberley in the twelfth century, became extinct

about the year 1360. The Mores, who were for four deſcents of Hall-'o-Heath

in Barthomley, became extinct about the beginning of the ſeventeenth century:

the heireſs married Walthall. The Moretons of Great-Moreton, deſcended from

a younger branch of the Venables family, became extinét in the male line

in the fiſteenth century, the heireſs married Bellot, ſince extinét. The heireſs of

the Moretons of Little-Moreton at an early period married into the Loſtock

family, who took the name of Moreton, as already mentioned: a family of the

ſame name which we cannot connect with either of theſe, was of Congleton in

the reign of Edward III., and continued in the male line in 168o; William

Moreton, then living at the age of ſeventy, had three younger brothers, two

of whom were ſettled in London; beyond this we have not been able to trace the

family. The Moſtons of Moſton ſettled there before the reign of Edward I.,

* Mr. John Ramſbottom of Liverpool is the repreſentative of this family. * The name

was ſo ſpelt for ſome years before the family became extinct. * There were younger ſons,

who might have continued the male line, but we have not been able to trace them.

: See p. 352,

3D 2 became
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became extinét, before the year 14oo; the heireſs married Warmicham. The

Mottrams of Mottram-St.-Andrew became extinët in the elder branch in the reign

of Edward III., when the heireſs married Calveley; a younger branch appears

to have continued at Mottram ſo late as 1666. -

The Newtons, who were of Newton in Mottram, which they acquired in

marriage in 1302 ; became extinét in the male line, about the year 1690. The

Newtons of Pownall, a branch of the ſame family, became extinct in the male

line ſoon after the year 1600; the co-heireſſes married Beniſon, Mainwaring and

Ward: a younger branch of the Newtons of Pownall ſettled at Fulſhaw, and

is ſuppoſed to be extinct. There ſeem to have been anciently two families of

Norbury in Cheſhire, one of which took its name from Norbury in Stock

port; the other from Norbury in the chapelry of Marbury; the heireſs of the

former married Hyde, about the reign of Edward II. ; the heireſs of the elder

branch of the other family married Hulſe, about the year 1300; a younger branch,

from which was deſcended Sir John Norbury, lord treaſurer of England, in the

reign of Henry IV, removed to Stoke in Surrey; a younger branch of the Norburys

of Stoke returning into Cheſhire, ſettled at Frodſham, and afterwards at Cheſter, and

became extinct in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The Nuttals, who ſettled at

Cattenhall, in the reign of Edward IV., became extinét in or about the reign of

Charles I. -

The Oldfields, ſaid to be deſcended from Guy of Provence, who married a Heſel

wall, and ſettled at Oldfield in Wirrall in the reign of Henry III. removed afterwards

by a match with the heireſs of Berington, to Bradwall; their elder branch became

extinét about the latter end of the 17th century, and was repreſented by the late Dr.

Jackſon, prebendary of Cheſter: a younger branch of the Bradwall family, in

conſequence of a match with the heireſs of Somerford ſettled at Somerford-Radnor,

about the year 1600; the heireſs of this branch married Shakerley: another branch

of the Oldfields married the heireſs of Leftwich, about the year 1640, and became

extinct by the death of Bowyer Leftwich Oldfield in 1735: a fourth branch was

of Croxton, by marriage with the heireſs of Mainwaring of that place; Croxton

was ſold in the reign of King Charles I., and we have not been able to trace the

deſcent of this branch lower down. The Oldetons, or Oultons, who were of Oulton

Lowe as early as the reign of Henry III., became extinct about the year 14oo, the

heireſs married Starkey; there was another branch of the Oultons of Wetenhall,

which we have not been able to trace. The Orrebies, a Lincolnſhire family, were

but of ſhort continuance, as connected with this county; Philip Orreby was juſtice

of Cheſhire in the reign of King John; his ſon left a daughter and heir, married

about the middle of the thirteenth century to Walkelin de Arderne; a brother

of the juſtice, married the heireſs of Gawſworth, at which place his poſterity

6 continued
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continued for a ſhort time; the heireſs of his grandſon married Fitton: Sir John

Orreby was of Fulk Stapleford in the reign of Edward III., but left no male iſſue.

The Overtons, ſaid by Camden to have been a branch of the Malpas family,

became extinët at an early period.

The Parkers, who were of Coppenhall about the year 1300, became extinët

in or about the reign of Edward IV., when the heireſs married Bromley: the family

of Patrick, who had a moiety of the barony of Malpas, became extinët in the reign

of Henry III. when the heireſs is ſuppoſed to have married Sutton. The Partingtons,

who were for ſeveral deſcents of Partington, became extinét by the death ofThomas

Whalley Partington Eſq. of Lower-Brook-ſtreet, about the year 1793. The Pic

meres of Picniere became extinct at an early period, when the heireſs married Bruen,

The family of Praers, which was ſeated at Baddiley, almoſt as early as the time of

the Conqueſt, became extinët in the principal branch about the reign of Richard II.

the co-heireſſes married Bromley, Honford, and Mainwaring; a younger branch,

which ſettled at Barthomley, became extinct rather ſooner; the heireſs having

married Sir Robert Foulſhurſt in the reign of Edward III. The heireſs of the

Prentons, who were for ſeveral deſcents of Prenton in Wirrall, married

Gleyve. The Preſtlands, deſcended from a younger branch of the Bulkeley

family, were for many generations of Wardle in Bunbury; they became extinct

in the early part of the ſeventeenth century. The Pulfords of Pulford became

extinct about the year 1362, when the heireſs married into the Groſvenor

family.

The Ravens, who were originally of Bromborough, where they continued for

about four deſcents, removed to Elworth in Sandbach in the reign of Edward III.,

and became extinct about a century ago, when the heireſs married Hulſe, ſince ex

tinct. The Ravenſcrofts, who were of Ravenſcroft as early as the reign of Henry III.,

became extinét in the male line of its elder branch, about the middle of the

fourteenth century: a younger branch ſettled at Middlewich in the reign of Edward I.

and afterwards removed to Bretton in Flintſhire. The family of Reddiſh, which

ſettled at Caterich in Groppenhall, by marriage with a co-heireſs of Boydell

in the reign of Henry V., became extinct about the year 1556; the heireſs

married Marbury. The Rodes were for many generations of Odd-Rode, after

the ſale of which manor, in 1669, they removed to Betchton in Sandbach,

and appear to have become extinct about the year 1740. The Ropes who

ſettled at Stapeley in the reign of Edward III. having married the heireſs of

Stapeley, became extinct about the year 16co; the heireſs married into the family

of Green, ſoon afterwards extinct. The Rowes, who were ſettled for many genera

tions at Macclesfield, became extinët in the early part of the laſt century: they

were repreſented by the Harrimans, ſince extinct. The Rutters, who were of

Kingſley,



390 C H E S H I R. E.

Kingſley, as early as the year 13oo, are ſuppoſed to have become extinct in the

principal branch ſoon after their eſtate was ſold, in the latter part of the ſeventeenth

century : the Rutters of Moore, ſuppoſed to be of a younger branch, became

extinét in 1758, and are repreſented by Lieutenant General Heron, now of

Moore.

The heireſs of the family of Sandbach of Sandbach after fix deſcents married one

of the Leghs of Booths in the fourteenth century. The Savages, who came out of

Derbyſhire, ſettled at Clifton, afterwards called Rock-Savage, in conſequence of a

match with the heireſs of Daniel, in the reign of Edward III.; this family, now re

preſented by the Earl of Barrymore, became extinct by the death of John Savage,

Earl Rivers, in 1728; they had a ſeat alſo at Macclesfield: Sir Humphrey, a younger

ſon of Sir John Savage, who died in 1498, was of Steynſby in Derbyſhire, the

original family ſeat; Sir Chriſtopher, another ſon, was of Upton in Worceſterſhire;

both of them left iſſue, as did Lawrence, a younger ſon of Sir John Savage the

younger, who was killed at Boulogne, in the life-time of his father in 1492;

this Lawrence ſettled at Walgrange in Staffordſhire. The St. Pierres are ſuppoſed

to have been originally of Bunbury, and to have been anceſtors of the family of

that name; the name of St. Pierre nevertheleſs continued', and the family

became poſſeſſed of a portion of the barony of Malpas, they were extinct in

the early part of the fifteenth century; the heireſſes of two brothers appear to

have married Cokeſey and Horton. The heireſs of the Shaws, who were for

eight deſcents of Shaw-Hall in Coppenhall, married Foulſhurſt, fince extinét.

The Shrigleys of Shrigley were extinét in the elder branch at a very early period;

we ſuppoſe them to be repreſented by Edward Downes Eſq. of Shrigley, who

quarters the arms, although the match does not appear in the pedigree * : there.

was a family of Shrigley, for ſome deſcents at Beriſtal, or Beriſtow near Shrigley,

which we have not traced lower than Glover's Viſitation of 1580, when Thomas

Shrigley, aged twenty-one, had ſeveral younger brothers : there are none now

remaining in the neighbourhood of the rank of gentry.

The Smethwicks, who were of Smethwick in the reign of King John, became ex

tinét in the principal branch in the reign of King Henry VIII., when the co-heireſſes

married Mainwaring", and Brereton of Derbyſhire; the deſcendant of a younger

ſon who ſettled at Tutbury, is deſcribed as of Smethwick in 1655; but the family

is ſuppoſed to have been extinét before the end of that century; when Smethwick

* William, the firſt-mentioned in the pedigree of St. Pierre, is deſcribed as a younger ſon,

temp. Ric. I. * There was a conveyance from Shrigley to Downes, in the reign of

Edward III., about which time the pedigree is deficient as to the family names of the wives.

* A younger ſon of Mainwaring of Cariucham, whoſe, poſterity ſettled at Calveley, and continued

there for ſome deſcents.

W2S
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was purchaſed by the Thornycrofts. The Smiths, who were of Cheſter before

the year 1500, and afterwards, by purchaſe in 1517, of Hough in Wybunbury,

became extinčt by the death of the laſt baronet of that family about a century

ago. . º

The Spurſtows, who had been for many generations of Spurſtow in Bunbury,

became extinét by the death of Mr. John Spurſtow of Cheſter in 1789 ; the

family is now repreſented by Thomas Spurſtow Moulſon, a lieutenant in the

navy, his fiſter's ſon. The Somerfords, who had been of Somerford-Radnor

for fifteen generations, became extinét about the year 1600; the heireſs married

Oldfield. The Staleys, or Staveleys, who were ſettled in the townſhip of that

name, in the pariſh of Mottram, in the reign of Edward I., became extinét about

the latter end of the fifteenth century, when the heireſs married Aſhton. The

heireſs of the Stapeleys, who were for a few deſcents of Stapeley in Wybunbury,

married Rope, in the reign of Edward III.

The Starkies were originally of Stretton in Budworth, where they were

ſettled almoſt as early as the time of the Conqueſt; the elder branch of the

family, which reſided at Nether, or Lower-Hall, in Stretton, became extinët

in the male line by the death of Philip Starkey Eſq. in 1714, and is repre

ſented by Dr. Renwick of Liverpool: a younger branch ſettled at Over-Hall in

Stretton about the year 1287; we have not been able to trace this branch

lower than 1672, the period of Sir Peter Leyceſter's hiſtory; it is probable that

James Starkey Eſq. of Heywood of Lancaſhire, who is of Cheſhire origin, may be

of this branch. In the reign of Richard the Second, two younger ſons of the

Starkey family, married two fiſters, co-heireſſes of the Cultons of Oulton and of

Wrenbury'; Peter Starkey, who married Joan Oulton the elder daughter, ſettled

at Oulton ; his younger ſon, Sir Humphry Starkey, who was chief baron of the

Exchequer, died without male iſſue; the poſterity of the elder ſon were for

many generations of Oulton and of Darley in Over *; they appear to have

removed from both, in or before the reign of Charles I., and ſeem to have

reſided at Congleton, in the chapel of which place is the monument of John

Starkey Eſq. (deſcribed of Darley) who died in 1728; we have not been able to

trace when this branch became extinót: the Starkies of Wrenbury, deſcended from

the other co-heireſs of Oulton, became extinct in 1803, by the death of Thomas

Starkey Eſq., whoſe widow ſtill refides at Wrenbury. The Stocktons, who were

for ſeveral generations of Cuddington, or Kiddington, are ſuppoſed to have become

By marriage with the heireſs of Wrenbury, temp. E. III. . . * Ralph Starkey, the

Cheſhire antiquary who was of this family, is deſcribed in the pedigree, as of London, temp.

Jac. I. -

8 extinčt
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extinét in the male line by the death of John Stockton Eſq. in 1700. The Suttons, .

who were of Sutton in Preſtbury, nearly from the time of the Conqueſt, became

extinét in the male line in 1611; the co-heireſſes married Davenport and Monkton.

Sir Richard Sutton, the founder of Brazen-Noſe College in Oxford, was of this

family. The Swanwicks, who were of Swanwick in the townſhip of Norbury,

and of Wirſwall, became extinct in the early part of the ſeventeenth century.

The Tattenhalls, who were of Tattenhall, for ſeveral deſcents, became extinct

about the middle of the fixteenth century, when the heireſs married Sir

Hugh Calveley. The Thorntons of Kingſley, whoſe anceſtor married one of the

co-heireſſes of Kingſley, became extinct in the male line in the reign of Edward III.,

the eldeſt of ſeveral daughters and co-heirs married Sir Thomas Dutton. The

Tidringtons, or Titheringtons, who were of Titherington in the reign of Henry III.

became extinét in the fourteenth century, when the heireſs married Worth.

The Tofts, who were of Toft in the reign of Richard I., became extinct in

the male line in the reign of Henry VI., when the heireſs married the anceſtor

of George Leyceſter, Eſq. (now of Toft). The Touchets were of Bug-Lawton

almoſt as early as the time of the Conqueſt; the elder branch, which continued

for many generations at Bug-Lawton; in conſequence of a marriage with the

heireſs of Audley, Lord Audley, inherited that barony, and removed into

Staffordſhire; the male line of this branch of the fatmily became extinét by the

death of the late Earl of Caſtlehaven in 1777, and is repreſented by his ſiſter’s

ſon, George Thickneſſe Touchet, now Lord Audley: a younger branch of the

Touchets ſettled at Nether-Whitley in Great-Budworth, in the fourteenth century,

became extinët in the elder branch of its male line by the death of Thomas

Touchet Eſq., who died without lawful iſſue in 1597, leaving ſome illegitimate

ſons, and a younger brother, John. The Traffords, who were for ſeveral

generations of Bridge-Trafford, became extinét in the male line in 1647 by the

death of the infant ſon of Captain Trafford, who was killed in the battle of Naſeby;

this family is now repreſented by the Barnſtons. The Troutbecks, who were

of Dunham-on-the-Hill in the reign of Henry VI., became extinct in the reign

of Henry VIII., when the heireſs married Sir John Talbot, anceſtor of the

Earl of Shrewſbury. The Truſſels, who, in conſequence of a marriage with

the heireſs of Mainwaring, ſettled at Warmincham in or about the reign of

Edward III., became extinct in the year 1499 : the heireſs married Edward

Vere, Earl of Oxford. -

Younger branches of the family of Venables, Baron of Kinderton, ſettled

in various parts of the county; all of which (except that which took the

name of Legh) are believed to be extinct: the families of Venables of Roſtherne,

Newbold,
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Newbold, and Fccleſton, were extinct at an early period, that of Newbold

continued from the reign of Henry III. to that of Edward III. Venables of

Bradwall became extinct in the fourteenth century, when a co-heireſs brought

Bradwall to the Beringtons ; the co-heireſſes of Venables of Bollin, about the

ſame period, married Booth and Trafford : a younger branch of Venables of

Bollin ſettled at Antrobus, and afterwards at Wincham, and became extinët in

the male line in 1687; this branch is now repreſented by Edward Venables

Townſhend Eſq.': the family of Venables of Agden, an elder branch of which

had been ſettled at Horton near Northwich", became extinct in the male line in

the early part of the laſt century, and is repreſented by Sir J. Chetwode Bart. , the

family of Venables of Cheſter became extinét about the year 17oo.

A branch of the ancient family of Ward" ſettled at Capeſthorne early

in the fifteenth century, having married the heireſs of Capeſthorne; the elder

branch became extinct about the year 1650; a younger branch which had ſettled at

Monk's-Heath in the reign of Edward IV. continued the male line, became extinčt

in 1748, and is repreſented by Davies Davenport Eſq. M. P. now of Capeſthorne.

The Warrens deſcended from a younger branch of the Warrens, Earls of

Surrey", ſettled in Cheſhire in the reign of Edward III., having married the

heireſs of Sir Nicholas Eton, Lord of Stockport and Poynton; this ancient

family continued at Poynton till the elder branch became extinét in 1801 by

the death of Sir George Warren, K. B., whoſe only daughter married Lord

Wiſcount Bulkeley: Sir John Borlaſe Warren, K. B. is deſcended from a younger

ſon of Lawrence Warren, who lived in the fifteenth century. The Waſchets, who

were for a few deſcents of Coppenhall, became extinct at an early period. The

Weevers, who were of Weever in the twelfth century, became extinët in its

principal branch in the reign of Henry VI., when the heireſs married the anceſtor

of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. : a younger branch was of Aſton near Nantwich, and

afterwards of Poole: the Rev. Richard Weever, rector of Wiſtaſton, who died

in or about the year 1736, is ſuppoſed to have been the laſt of this branch.

The Wheelocks were of Wheelock from the reign of Henry II. till the year 1430,

when they became extinct in the male line; the heireſs married Worth, whoſe

heireſs married Leverſage. The Whitmores, who ſettled at Thurſtanton, or Thur

ſtaſton, in the reign of Edward III. became extinct in the elder branch in 1751; the

' See the account of Wincham. * This elder branch became extinct in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth. " From another branch deſcended the Lords Dudley and Ward.

° Mr. Watſon, in his Hiſtory of the Houſe of Warren, derives the Warrens of Poynton from

Reginald, a younger ſon of William, the ſecond Earl of Warren and Surrey, who died in 1138,

which Reginald married a daughter of William. de Mowbray, and this accords with the pedigree

•f the family in Glover’s Viſitation,

Vol. II. - 3 E - heireſs
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heireſs of a younger branch which was ſettled at Leighton, married Savage,

whoſe heireſs married Moſtyn. The Whitneys, who were of Coole-Pilate as

early as the reign of Richard II., became extinét by the death of Mr. Hugh

Whitney, about the middle of the laſt century. The Whittingham family,

originally of Lancaſhire, ſettled for ſome time at Middlewich and Moreſbarrow,

appears to have become extinét, in one of its branches, about a century ago, by

the death of John Whittingham, whoſe heireſs married Vawdrey; we have not

been able to trace the other branches: Dr. Whittingham, Dean of Durham,

an eminent divine in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was of this family, and born

at Cheſter. - -

The Winingtons, or Winningtons, were deſcended from Robert, ſon of

Lidulphus de Twemlow, who ſettled at Winnington, and died in the year 1294;

the heireſs of this elder branch married Sir John Warburton in the year 1510 : a

younger ſon of Robert de Winington, ſettling at Leftwich, was founder of the

family of that name, which has been long extinct, as before-mentioned: a younger

branch of Winington of Winington ſettled in the reign of Edward II. at Birches,

in the Chapelry of Witton, and became extinct in the early part of the ſeventeenth

century, one of the co-heireſſes married Starkey. A branch of the Birches family

ſettled at Northwich; Hugh Winington of this branch, became poſſeſſed of a

place called the Hermitage in Cranage, by marriage with the heireſs of Haſlington

in the reign of Henry VI.; the laſt male heir of the Hermitage branch was

Thomas Winington, who died in 1590, and left Hermitage to the Winingtons

of Northwich, who were afterwards of Hermitage, ſold by Lawrence Winington

in 1657, beyond which we have not been able to trace this branch. A younger

branch of Winington of Winington ſettled at Offerton in Stockport, and be

came extinët in the male line, in the early part of the feventeenth century,

when the heireſs married the anceſtor of Lawrence Wright Eſq. of Mottram

Andrew.

TheWiſtaſtons, whowere for ſeveral deſcents of Wiſtaſton, became extinét before,

or ſoon after the commencement of the thirteenth century: the co-heireſſes of this

family married Praers and Rope. The Woods of Hall-o-Wood in Balterley, who

were ſettled there in the reign of Edward I., are ſuppoſed to have become extinét

about the beginning of the ſeventeenth century. The Woodnoths were of Swanley,

at leaſt as early as the reign of King John; before the end of the thirteenth

century they were ſettled at Shavington in Wybunbury, where they continued

till the death of John Woodnoth Eſq., the laſt heir male in 1637 : this John

Woodmoth drew up many Cheſhire pedigrees, from deeds and other authentic

documents, and made large colle&tions from the ſame ſources, relative to manerial

and other landed property, from which we have derived much information. The

Wrights
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Wrights of Bickley deſcended from a Lancaſhire family, who married the

heireſs of Walker of that place, where they continued for fix deſcents, appear to .

have become extinët in the male line by the death of Roger, Wright Eſq.,

ſerjeant at arms to Queen Elizabeth; his fiſters married Bavand of Liverpool,

Stockton of Cuddington, and Auchinton.

In ſpeaking of the above families, all of which are extinët in the principal branch,

it has been obſerved, that in ſeveral inſtances we have not been able to trace

whether the younger branches are extinét. We have not been able to aſcertain

whether the following families, for the moſt part, are extinct in any branch; ſome

of them, probably, are removed into other counties.

The Bowdens, who were of Bowden in the reign of Henry III., were not

extinët in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, below which we have not been able

to trace them; the Brindleys we trace only to the time of Glover's Viſitation

in 1566, when Thomas Brindley had two ſons, William and John ; the Bolds,

or Boulds, who ſettled at Upton in the fourteenth century, having married

the heireſs of Warwick, by an heireſs of the family of Arderne, appear to have

had a numerous male progeny, at the time of Glover's Viſitation in 1580; they

ſold their eſtate at Upton about the middle of the next century, beyond which

we have not been able to trace them. The Catheralls, of Catherall in Lancaſhire,

ſettled at Horton in Tilſton, having married an heireſs of Horton in the reign of

Edward I.; their deſcendant, Dutton Catherall, ſold Horton about the year 17So ;

the laſt of the male line, buried at Tilſton, was Nathaniel Catherall in 1728; Randal

Catherall, who made heraldic collections relating to this county, was either younger

ſon or younger brother of John Catherall, deſcribed as of IJorton, in Glover's

Viſitation of 1580. The Chauntrells were of Bache, near Cheſter, in the reign of

Henry VI.; we have not been able to trace them beyond the reign of James I.,

when William Chauntrell, the laſt-mentioned in the pedigree, and probably the

laſt of the family, joined with Dorothy his wife in the ſale of the Bache eſtate.

There was an ancient family of Comberbach, which took its name from the

townſhip of Comberbach, in Great-Budworth, as early as the reign of Richard I. :

not having found any pedigree of this family in the Heralds’ Viſitations, we have

not been able to aſcertain whether it has become extinct in any of its branches, or

whether Roger Swetenham Eſq., whoſe name was Comberbach, is deſcended from

it': the name appears to have continued for many centuries in the pariſh of Great

Budworth; a ſchool was founded at Lower-Peover, by the Rev. Mr. Comberbach,

v

* Roger Comberbach, an anceſtor of Mr. Swetenham's, who poſſeſſed a ſmall eſtate in Cheſhire,

which had belonged to his anceſtors, and was ſuppoſed to be deſcended from the family of Com

bºrbach of Comberbach, was a merchant in London in the ſeventeenth century.

3 E 2 * - who
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who died about the year 1721. The manor of Haughton in Bunbury belonged for

ſome time in the laſt century to a family of the name of Comberbach. A younger

ſon of the family of Cotgreve, or Cotgreave, ſaid to be deſcended from a branch of

the Malpas family, who ſettled at Cotgreve in Nottinghamſhire, married an heireſs

of the Cottons of Cotton-Edmunds; and ſettling in that townſhip, his poſterity

became extinct in the male line of the elder branch after four deſcents; the

co-heireſſes married Dod and Tattenhall : a younger branch ſettled at Hargrave,

and continued for ſome deſcents; a younger ſon of the Hargrave branch ſettled

at Cheſter, and left iſſue P.

The Duncalfes, who were of Foxhurſt in Butley for ſeveral deſcents, had.

male iſſue at the time of Glover's Viſitation in 1566, beyond which we have

not traced them; a younger ſon ſettled at Holderneſs in Yorkſhire. The

Erdſwicks were deſcended from the Vernons, Barons of Shipbrook: a younger

branch of which family took the name of Hulgrave, on ſettling at Hulgrave

Hall; a ſon of Matthew Hulgrave ſettled at Erdſwick, a hamlet of Minſhull

Vernon, and took the name of Erdſwick; it appears, by ſome pedigrees, that the

name of Hulgrave was continued by the poſterity of another ſon till the reign

of Henry VIII., if not later: the elder branch of the Erdſwicks removed into

Staffordſhire, and were anceſtors of Sampſon Erdſwick, the hiſtorian of that

county; another branch continued at Erdſwick till the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

and there was a third branch at Nantwich; we have not traced whether either of

theſe are extinét. The Folviles, or Fovills, of Middlewich, had at the ſame period

a numerous progeny, as had the family of Heyes of Litley; we have not traced

either of them farther. The deſcendants of Philip, a younger ſon of Sir Robert

Latham, whoſe heireſs married the Earl of Derby's anceſtor, were ſettled at Aſtbury

and Congleton in the reign of Henry VII. Dr. John Latham of London, who

occaſionally reſides at Bradwall-Hall in Sandbach, which he purchaſed a few years

ago, traces his deſcent from Alexander Latham Gent., who had lands in Aſtbury

in the reign of James I. Ralph Latham, who was of Haſlington in 1564, was

anceſtor of William Latham Eſq., F. R. A. S., late of Queenby in Leiceſterſhire,

and of J. Latham, M.D., now of Rumſey, author of the “Synopſis of Birds:”

the anceſtors of Dr. Latham, laſt-mentioned, had eſtates in Bradwall and

Wheelock, which were alienated early in the laſt century. The Litlers, or

Littleovers, who appear to have been reſident in the neighbourhood of Vale

Royal as early as the reign of Edward I., ſold the manor of Wallerſcote in 1636,

but continued reſident in that townſhip in 1666.

* Whilſt theſe pages were going through the preſs, we were informed that Mr. Robert Cotgreave

of Whitchurch, Shropſhire, is the repreſentative of the Hargrave branch, and that ſome of the family

are ſtill remaining in Cheſter,

The
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The Macclesfields, who were ſettled for ſeveral generations at Mere, were

deſcended from a younger ſon of Robert Legh of Adlington, who aſſumed the

name of Macclesfield in the reign of Richard II. : we have not been able to

trace this family below the year 1593, when William Macclesfield had one ſon,

Peter, a minor, and ſeveral younger brothers. The Peckfortons of Peckforton

ſold the Hall of that name, which had been their ancient inheritance, about the

middle of the ſeventeenth century. The Poveys, who were of Shocklach in

the reign of Henry VII., deſcended from the Welſh family of Povey, or Ap-Hova,

are to be traced to the year 1613, when there was a numerous male iſſue, and

a younger branch at Tilſton; there are none of the name now in the neighbour

hood above the rank of reſpećtable yeomen. The Shavingtons, or Shentons,

who had been for many deſcents of Shavington, became extinct in the elder

branch about 1.5oo; but a younger branch continued the male line, and was not

extinét in 1663; beyond which we have not been able to trace them. The

Rowleys, who were originally of Rowley in Swettenham, were afterwards

of Carincham and Lawton; the Rowleys of Carincham removed to Clinton in

Huntingdonſhire; the Lawton branch continued at Lawton in 1633; a younger

branch of the Rowleys of Lawton ſettled in Ireland. The Smiths, who were of

Old-Haugh in Warmincham in the reign of Edward IV., by marriage with the

heireſs of Old-Haugh, had a numerous male progeny, at the time that William

Smith, rouge dragon purſuivant, who was of this family, made his heraldic

colle&ions, which we have had frequent occaſion to quote. The Stapletons, who

were for ſome deſcents of Upton, and afterwards removed to Macclesfield, are to

be traced to the year 1663.

The Tilſtons were for many generations of Tilſton, and afterwards of

Huxley; there was a numerous male progeny of this family at the time of

Glover's Viſitation in 1580; a younger branch was ſettled at Tattenhall, and

younger branches of that branch in London, and at Newport in Shropſhire *::

we have not been able to aſcertain whether any of theſe are extinct. The

Welds of Eaton, near Beeſton, were deſcended from a ſon of William Weld, .

who was ſheriff of London in 1352; they afterwards removed to Newbold

Aſtbury, where they continued in 1663: John Weld of London, Sir Humphrey

Weld, alderman of London, and Richard Weld of . Holt, all of whom had

male iſſue, are deſcribed as younger brothers of this family in Glover's Viſi-.

tation of 1589; we cannot learn that there are any of the family now remaining

"The editors of the Biographia Britannica inform us, that archbiſhop Tillotſon was grandſon

of Thomas, a younger ſon of Ralph Tilſton, who ſettled at Newport ; which Thomas ſettled at

Wookliff in Craven, in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, and altered the orthography of his name .

to Tillotſon. -

in .
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in Cheſhire. John Weld Eſq., afterwards knighted, was founder of Southgate

chapel, in the pariſh of Edmonton in Middleſex, where he was buried in 1622,

and anceſtor of the Welds of Lulworth-Caſtle in Dorſetſhire : we have not

been able to trace the Worths, who ſettled at Tytherington, by marriage with

an heireſs of that name, before the reign of Richard II. lower than the year

1634, when Jaſper Worth Eſq., the laſt-mentioned in the pedigree, is ſtated to

have a ſon and heir. -

Hitherto we have only ſpoken of ſuch families as have been ſettled in this

county before the year 1500; we ſhall now make mention of thoſe families

who have ſettled in Cheſhire between that period and Dugdale's Viſitation of the

county in 1663 and 1664.

THE Balls, who were of Bickley in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, afterwards

of Wirſwall, appear to have become extinct in the male line about the latter end

of the ſeventeenth century. The Bavands, ſuppoſed to be deſcended from Richard

Bavand, who was mayor of Cheſter in 1581, were for ſome time in the early

part of the ſeventeenth century Lords of the manor of Bromborough, and had a

ſeat at Chriſtleton; they became extinct in the male line by the death of Robert

Bavand, M.D. in 1741. The Bennets, of whom John Bennet Eſq. alder

man of Cheſter, is the preſent repreſentative, were of Willaſton-Hall in Wirrall

as early as the middle of the fixteenth century, and are ſuppoſed to have farmed

that eſtate at an earlier period, under the abbot of St. Werburgh; the Bennets

of Barnſton, Greaſby, Newton, and Saughall, all extinét in the male line, and

the Bennets, now of Neſton and Shotwick, are of younger branches of this

family. The Bradſhaws, who were of Wyberſley in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

(of which family was the celebrated preſident Bradſhaw,) became extinét many

years ago in the male line, and are repreſented by the Iſherwoods; there was

another family of Bradſhaw of Cheſter in the ſeventeenth century, which, by a

marriage with the heireſs of Ellerker, removed to Riſby in Yorkſhire.

The Brerewoods, whoſe family was of ſome antiquity in Cheſter, became

extinct in 1748. The Brets of Cheſter, of whom only two deſcents are given in

Dugdale’s Viſitation, became extinct in 1777, the family being then in a reduced

ſlate: the Bretlands, who were of Thorncliffe in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

became extinct by the death of Tobias Bretland Eſq., one of whoſe co-heireſſes

married the late Sir J. P. Chetwode Bart. Mr. Peter Broſter of Iſaughton is the

repreſentative of the Broſters of Cheſter, of whom two or three deſcents are

given in Dugdale’s Viſitation. The Brownes, who were for ſeveral deſcents of

Nether-Legh, have been extinct in the made line nearly a century ago.

The
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The Cartwrights, who were of Sheppenhall before the year 1600, are ſuppoſed

to have been ſome time extinct; the eſtate was ſold by them more than a century

ago. The family of Church, as repreſented in Dugdale's Viſitation of 1663,

had been ſettled at Nantwich in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; Mr. Saboth

Church, then heir of the family, was of Brazen-Noſe College in Oxford : there

are ſtill ſome of the name at Nantwich. -

The Cottons of Cumbermere-Abbey deſcended from the ancient family of

Cotton of Cotton in Shropſhire, now repreſented by Sir R. S. Cotton Bart.,

ſettled in Cheſhire in the reign of Henry VIII.; they are the repreſentatives in the

female line of the Calveleys, Tattenhalls, Harthills, and other ancient Cheſhire

families: the Coulthurſts of Cheſter, a Yorkſhire family, became extinét, after

a ſhort continuance, in 1667: the Cromptons of the ſame place, a Staffordſhire

family, removed to Kennerton in Flintſhire, and became extinct about 1730. The

Gerards of Riddings, a younger branch of the family of that name, of Harrow in

Middleſex, became extinct about the end of the ſeventeenth century, when the

heireſs married Domville. The Glaſeours, who were of Backford in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth, removed afterwards to Cheſter, where they remained in

1760: they are not known to be extinct, but they have quitted Cheſhire. The

Greens, who were of Poulton-Lancelyn in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, became

extinët in the male line in 1711; the name has been taken by their repreſentative,

now Joſeph Green Eſq. -

The Hardwares of Bromborough became extinct by the death of Henry

Hardware Eſq. of Liverpool, about the year 1790: the family of Hardware,

alias Elcock, of Peele in Tarvin, became extinct in 1665. The Harpurs.

of Huntinton became extinét in the male line in the latter part of the

ſeventeenth century, and the Harveys about the ſame time. The Hintons, who

ſettled at Ruſhton, on their purchaſe of that manor from the Earl of Kent in 1568,

became extinët in the male line about the middle of the laſt century: the Marchio

neſs of Lanſdowne, being deſcended from the Maddocks of Denbighſhire, is a re.

preſentative of this family. The Hultons, a younger branch of the family of that

name, of Hulton in Lancaſhire, became extinct by the death of William Hulton

Eſq. in 1755. The elder branch of the Inces, (ſuppoſed to be deſcended from the

family of that name of Ince in Lancaſhire,) who were for ſeveral generations

of Cheſter, became extinct ſoon after the year 1720 ; Townſend Ince Eſq. of

Chriſtleton is of a younger branch of this family. The Malbons, who were of

Bradley in Barthomley, became extinct about the year 1780, having quitted

Cheſhire ſome years before. The Rev. Dr. Mallory, Dean of Cheſter,

deſcended from a Yorkſhire family, ſettled at Mobberley in the reign of

James I, and was anceſtor of the Rev. J. H. Mallory, now of that place.

5. The
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The Moulſons were of Hargrave-Stubbs about the year 1500; Sir Thomas

Moulſon, of this family, Lord mayor of London in 1634, was founder of

Hargrave-Chapel and ſchool; we have not been able to aſcertain whether Mr.

Edward Moulſon, now of Cheſter, is one of their deſcendants.

The Pickerings, who were of Walford in Mobberley in the reign of Queen

l:lizabeth, removed to Thelwall, and were anceſtors of Henry Pickering Eſq. The

Pooles, who were of Marley-Hall in Marbury for ſeveral deſcents, became extinct

by the death of Charles Poole Eſq., whoſe heireſs married Tatton in 1731; there

were two families of this name in Cheſter, one of which, being of a younger

branch of the Pooles of Poole in Wirrall, removed into Nottinghamſhire, the

others are repreſented by Dugdale as having been ſettled at Buerton and Wolſtan

wood. Another family of this name was ſettled for ſeveral deſcents at Weſton in

Wybunbury; James Poole Eſq. of Finneygreen in Staffordſhire, and Mr. Poole,

now a bookſeller in Cheſter, are of this family. Charles Potts Eſq. of Cheſter

is the repreſentative of the Potts of Pott, in the hundred of Macclesfield, of

whom ſome deſcents are given in Dugdale's Viſitation. The Prentons, who

were for ſome time of Prenton in Wirrall, became extinét in the ſixteenth century,

when the heireſs married Gleyve. The Sherds, or Sherts, foreſters of Macclesfield,

who were of Shert-Hall in Diſley, early in the fixteenth century, appear to have

become extinct in the male line in the year 1684. The Smallwoods, who were for

ſeveral deſcents of Chelford, became extinct by the death of Thomas Smallwood

Eſq. in 1777. The Sparkes, who ſettled at Cheſter by marrying the heireſs of Cotes,

became extinét in the male line in 1716. The Steeles, who were for ſome deſcents

of Leighton, and afterwards of Coppenhall, became extinct by the death of Mr.

George Steele in 1808. The Streets of Cheſter became extinct by the death of

alderman William Street in 1697.

Some male deſcendants of the Taylors, who are ſtated in Dugdale's Viſitation

to have been of Cheſter about the year 16oo, ſtill remain in that city; Maſcie

Taylor Eſq. of Cheſter is of a different family, of Lancaſhire extraction. The

Thorpes, or Throppes, have been extinct nearly a century ago. The Townſends,

who were of Chriſtleton for ſeveral deſcents, became extinct in the male line

by the death of Robert Townſend Eſq., recorder of Cheſter, about the year

1790; Townſend Ince Eſq. is their repreſentative in the female line. The

family of Traves, or Tavis, who were for ſeveral deſcents of Horton in

Tarvin, are ſuppoſed to be extinct; the eſtate was ſold about the year 1719.

The Wainwrights (deſcended from a Shropſhire family), who were of Cheſter

about the year 16oo, have been ſome time removed : there is a monument in the

cathedral for Thomas Wainwright L. L. D., chancellor of the dioceſe, who died

in 1720, put up by his ſon, John Wainwright Eſq., one of the barons of the

4. Exchequer
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Exchequer in Ireland. The Walleys, who were of Middlewich and Stanthorn,

in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, afterwards of Cheſter, became extinct in the

male line about the year 1754.

The following families, of whom one or two deſcents are given in Dugdale's

Viſitation, we have not been able to trace; it is probable that many of them were

of ſhort continuance. Dod of Highfields in Audlein; Gardner of Alpraham, and

Tilſton-Fernall; Greſlie of Warford ; Leche of Cheſler, and Mollington, of a

different family, and bearing different arms from the leches of Carden;

Lowndes' of Marthall, traced from the reign of Queen Elizabeth to the year

1664, when there was male iſſue. Parker of Nantwich ; Pownall of Witton;

Rooe of Bickley, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, not extinct in 1663, (the

arms differing from thoſe of Rowe of Macclesfield; ) Tarbock of Witton;

Taylor of Brimſtage; and Wybunbury of Hankelow. Some of the above families

had not made proof of their arms, when their pedigrees were entered in the

Viſitation book.

THE following liſt of Gentlemen's ſeats is confined chiefly to halls, parks,

and manerial reſidences; but it is preſumed, will be found to contain the ſeats

of the principal gentry of the county; if any ſhould be omitted, it is moſt

probable that they will be found noticed in the pariſhes wherein they are ſituated;

where ſeveral houſes, which do not fall under the above deſcription, will be

ſpoken of.

Gentlemen's Scats, Owners and Occupiers.

Abbey-Field near Sandbach, John Ford Eſq.

Adlington, - - - - - - Richard Legh Eſq.

Alderſey-Hall, - - - - - - Samuel Alderſey Eſq.

Aſhley-Hall, - - - - - - the property of William Henry Asſheton Smith Eſq.

(in the occupation of John Arden Eſq.).

Aſhton-Hayes, - - - - Booth Grey Eſq. **

Aſtle, - - - - - - - Thomas Parker Eſq.

Aſton, - - - - - - - the property of H. H. Aſton, a minor (in the occupa

tion of the Hon. Mrs. Aſton).

Bach-Hall, - - - - - - - the property of Samuel Broadhurſt Eſq. (in the occu.

pation of Hugh Hughes Eſq.).

Backford-Hall, - - - - - the property of Birkenhead Clegg Eſq. (in the occu

pation of Mrs. Egerton).

Belmont, - - - - - - - Henry Clarke Eſq. y

Birkenhead-Priory, - - - - the property of F. R. Price Eſq. (vacant).

* There is a family of this name, which has had property in Sandbach for nearly two centures;

but we do not find them in any of the Heralds’ Viſitations, nor do they appear to be connected

with the family of Lowndes of Marthall.

Vol.II. - 3 F - Birtl-s-
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Gentlemen's Seats, Owners and Oceuplers,

Birtles-Hall, - - - - - - - Robert Hibbert Eſq.

Boleſworth-Caſtle, - - - - Thomas Tarlton Eſq.

Bonis-Hall - - - - - - - belonging to the Legh family (in the occupation of the

Rev. J. Watſon).

Booths, - - - - - - - Willoughby Legh Eſq.

Boſtock-Hall, - - - - Thomas France Eſq.

T}radwall-Hall, - - - John Latham M. D.

- Dramhall, - - - William Davenport Eſq.

Brereton-Hall, - - the occaſional reſidence of Abraham Bracebridge Eſq.

Bromborough-Hall, - - - James Mainwaring Eſq.

Broxton-Hall, - - - - - - the property of John Egerton Eſq. (in the occupa

tion of Mrs. Hunter).

Burton-Hall, - - - - - - Richard Congreve Eſq.

Calveley-Hall, - - - - - - the property of John Bromley Eſq. (in the occupation

of the Earl of Dyſart).

Capenhurſt, - - - - - Richard Richardſon Eſq.

Capeſthorne, - - - Davies Davenport Eſq. M. P.

Carden-Hall, - - - - William Leche Eſq.

Chriſtleton, - - - - - - Townſend Ince Eſq.

Cranage-Hall, - - - - - the property of Mrs. Harriſon (in the occupation of

…” George Proctor Eſq.).

Dareſbury-Hall, - - - - Rev. George Heron.

Davenport, - - - - - - Euſebius Horton Eſq., in right of his wife; occupied

by his ſon-in-law, Robert Wilmot Eſq.

Delamere-Lodge, - - George Wilbraham Eſq.
t Dernhall, - - - the heirs of the late Thomas Corbet Eſq.

Dorfold-Hall, - - - Henry Tomkinſon Eſq.

Dukenfield-Lodge, - - Francis Dukenfield Aſtley Eſq.

Eaton-Hall, - - - Philip Antrobus Eſq.

Edge-Hall, - - - - Thomas Crewe Dod Eſq.

Fulſhaw-Hall, - - - - veſted in the deviſees of Peter Davenport Finney, and

occupied by Thomas Tipping Eſq.

ſ -
Gayton-Hall, - - - the property of John Glegg Eſq. (in the occupation.

- z of John Staniſlaus Townſhend Eſq.). -

- Grange, - - - the property of Nicholas Aſhton Eſq. (vacant).

Hankelow-Hall, - - the property of Joſeph Richards Eſq. (occupied by

Richard Clarke Eſq.).

Haſſall-Hall, - - • , = Walter Daniel Eſq.

Henbury, - - - Francis Jodrell Eſq.

Hermitage, - • * * Thomas Bailey Hall Eſq.

| High Leigh, (Eaſt-Hall) - George John Legh Eſq. -

-- (Weſt-Hall) - - - the occaſional reſidence of Egerton Leigh Eſq.

Hough, - - - - - Rev. Richard Hill.

Hyde-Hall, - - - - George Hyde Clarke Eſq.

- • It is the ancient ſeat of the family, but the preſent Mr. Leigh generally reſides at Twemlow

... . . . Hall.

* ... 3 Ladhe
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Gentlemen's Seats, Owners and Occupiers.

Lache-Hall, - - - - - - weſted in the deviſees of Peter Snow (vacant).

Jawton, - - - John Lawton Eſq.

Lyme-Park, - - -
Thomas Legh, a minor. -

Lymm-Hall, - - - -
Thomas Taylor Eſq.

Marbury-Hall, - - John Barry, a minor.

Marbury (near Nantwich), - - I)omville Poole Eſq.

Marple-Hall, - - - - - John Iſherwood Eſq.

Mere-Hall, - - - - - -
Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq.

Mock-beggars-Hall (near Wallazey), in the occupation of Mrs. Boodée.

Mollington-Hall, - - - John Fielden Eſq.

Moor-Hall, - - -
Major-general Peter Heron, M. P.

Great-Moreton-Hall, (or Roe-Park) George Ackers Eſq. (in the occupation of his uncle,

-
James Ackers Eſq.).

Little-Moreton-Hall, - the occaſional reſidence of the Rev. William Moreton

Moreton.

Moſton-Hall, - - - - - - the property of John Maſſey Eſq. (vacant).

Mottram-Andrew, - - - -
Lawrence Wright Eſq.

Norley-Bank, - - - John Nuttall Eſq.

Norley-Hall, - - - -
George Whitley Eſq. t

Oakhanger-Hall, - - - - John Ready Eſq.

Oldfield-Hall, - - - -
William Rigby Eſq.

Over-Legh, - - - - - Mrs. Cowper.

Oughtrington, - - - Trafford Trafford Eſq.

Oulton-Park, - - - - John Egerton Eſq. M. P.

Pole (the) - - - - George Eaton Eſq.

Poole-Hall, (near Nantwich) - Mrs. Anne Elcock.

Poulton-Lancelyn, - - -
Joſeph Green Eſq.

Preſtbury-Hall, - - - the property of Richard Legh Eſq. (in the occupation

of Thomas Hope Eſq.).

Ravenſcroft-Hall, - - - the property of Vawdrey Eſq. (in the occupation

of Peter Wetenhall Eſq.). -

Rode, - - - - -
Randal Wilbraham Eſq.

Sale-Hall, - - - - the property of John Moore Eſq. (in the occupation of

-
John Mort Eſq.)

Shrigley-Hall, - - -
Edward Downes Eſq.

Somerford-Booths, - - -
Roger Swetenham Eſq.

Somerford-Radnor, - - - C. W.J. Shakerley Eſq.

Statham, - - - - the property of James Sedgwick Eſq. (in the occupation

of Edward Lloyd Eſq.).
Stretton-Hall, - - - -

John Leche Eſq.

Sutton-Manor-Hall, - - -
John Roylance Eſq.

8wettenham, - - - the property of Millington Eaton Swettenham Eſq.

(occupied by Edward Smyth Eſq.).
Tatton, - - - -

Wilbraham Egerton Eſq.

Over-Tabley-Hall, - - the property of Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq. (occu

pied by Mrs. Brooke).

g F 2 Thelwall,
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Gentlemen's Seats. Owners and Occupiers.

Thelwall, - - - - - - the property of Henry Pickering Eſq. (occupied by

- the Rev. Dr. Thomas Black).

Thornycroft-Hall, - - - - Edward Thornycroft Eſq.

Toft, - - - - - George Leyceſter Eſq.

Trafford-Hall, - - - the property of the Rev. Richard Perryn (in the occu

pation of Edmund Yates Eſq.).

Twemlow-Manor-Houſ
e,

- - William Booth Eſq.

Twemlow-Hall, - - - Egerton Leigh Eſq.

Vale-Royal, - - - - - - Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. M. P.

Whatcroft-Hall, - - - - James Topping Eſq.

Wincham, - - - - the property of Edward Townſhend Eſq.(in the occupa

tion of his ſon, Edward Venables Townſhend Eſq.).

Wiſtaſion-Hall, - - - Peter Walthall Eſq.

Old-Withington, - - - - - John Glegg Eſq.

Wrenbury-Hall, - - - - Mrs. Starkey.

º

MANY of the ancient Halls which belonged to the extinct gentry of this

county have been wholly taken down; others remain, either entire, or in part,

and are moſtly occupied as farm-houſes: among thoſe of the latter deſcription,

which exhibit conſiderable remains of their former conſequence, may be

reckoned Aldford-Hall, a ſeat of the Fittons; Beeſton-Hall, formerly the ſeat of

the Beeſtons; Bexton-Hall, of the Daniels; Chorley-Hall, of a branch of the

Davenports; Cotton-Hall, of the Cottons; Croxton-Hall, of a branch of the

Mainwarings; Dutton-Hall, of the Duttons; Erdſwick-Hall, of a branch of the

Minſhulls; Grafton-Hall, of a branch of the Warburtons; Holford-Hall, of the

Holfords; Lea-Hall in Wybunbury, of the Leas, or Lees; Lea-Hall, in the

Chapelry of Bruera, of the Calveleys; Leighton-Hall, of the Erdſwicks; Marton

Sands, of a branch of the Mainwarings, and afterwards of the Fleetwoods; Prenton

Hall, of the Hockenhulls; Stoke-Hall, of another branch of the Minſhulls;

Tattenball-Hall, of the Boſtocks; and Utkinton-Hall, of the Dones. Hawthorn

Hall, formerly the ſeat of a branch of the Booths, aſterward of the Pages ;

and Pownall Hall, a feat of the Newtons, both in the pariſh of Wilmſlow, are

occupied as Schools.

Geographical and Geological Diſcriptions of the County.

CHESHIRE is bounded on the north by Lancaſhire, and a ſmall part of

Yorkſhire; on the eaſt by the counties of Derby and Stafford; on the ſouth by

Shropſhire, and a detached portion of Flintſhire; and on the weſt by Denbigh

8 - - ſhire,
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ſhire, Flintſhire, and the eſtuary of the river Dee: the hundred of Wirrall is

fituated between the eſtuaries of the Dee and the Merſey, and is bounded, at the

north-weſtern extremity, by the Iriſh ſea. The greateſt breadth of this county,

from north to ſouth, is about thirty miles; the greateſt length, from the

extremity of the hundred of Wirral, to that part of the hundred of Macclesfield,

which adjoins Yorkſhire, is fifty-eight miles: but acroſs the middle part of the

county, the length is not quite forty miles”.

Cheſhire, according to Mr. Holland’s ſtatement, in his late ſurvey of the

county, contains 676,600 acres of land, of which he ſays that 62o,000 are in

cultivation, including parks and pleaſure-grounds; 28,600 waſte lands, commons,

and woods; 18,000 peat-bogs and moſſes; and 10,600 ſea-ſands, within the

eſtuaries of the Dee and Merſey W. “Clay and ſand,” as Mr. Holland obſerves,

“are the moſt predominant features in the prevailing ſoils of Cheſhire, and of

thoſe a tolerably ſtrong retentive clay exiſts in the largeſt portions:”—generally

ſpeaking, however, he adds, “theſe two earths are ſo blended together throughout

the county, that it is only in particular diſtrićts that an obſerver would at once

pronounce the ſoil to be clay, or ſand; though ſoil, ſtrićtly ſpeaking, ſhould never

be called either the one or the other. On this account, clayey loam, or ſandy

loam, according as clay or ſand predominates, are the moſt accurately deſcriptive

of the general nature of the Cheſhire ſoils.” The clay abounds moſt in the hun

dred of Wirrall; the greater part of the hundreds of Broxton and Nantwich ; the

pariſh of Budworth in Bucklow hundred; the neighbourhood of Middlewich,

and the northern part of the hundred of Mâcclesfield. The ſand is moſt abundant

in the north-weſt extremity of Wirrall; the ſouthern part of the hundred of

Nantwich; the neighbourhood of Sandbach; the greater part of the hundred of

Ediſbury, and the ſouthern part of that of Macclesfield. There is a conſiderable

extent of black moor, or peat-moſs land, principally in that part of the hundred

of Macclesfield which borders on Derbyſhire and Yorkſhire; there are ſome

moſſes of ſmaller extent in the neighbourhood of Coppenhall and Warmincham.

Coppenhall moſs has been almoſt cleared of peat; in this moſs were found

numerous trees, principally oak, beech, and fir, which had been broken off, at

various heights ; and on ſome, particularly the fir, were marks of fire: an

ancient gravel road paſſed through this moſs. Delamere foreſt is a large tract of

gravel, or white ſand, with peat-moſs in ſome parts.

The greater part of Cheſhire exhibits an uniform flat ſurface; and has few

woods of any extent; of courſe it has little claim to pictureſque beauty; the

* Holland's Survey. . Mr. Wedge's calculation in his general view of the Agriculture

ºf Cheſhire (1794) is ſomewhat lower. - -

principal
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principal hills are thoſe on the borders of Derbyſhire, which extend along the

eaſtern ſide of the pariſhes of Aſtbury, Preſtbury, and Mottram; a range of

hills, in the hundred of Broxton, Bucklow-hills, Frodſham-hills, and Alderley

Edge, a fingular inſulated hill, in the hundred of Macclesfield. The view

from this hill, and thoſe from Halton and Beeſton caſtles, from Mowcop, and

Shutlingſlow-hills, from Carden-cliff, and Overton-Scar, and from the Weſtern

edge of Delamere foreſt, are among the moſt remarkable, for richneſs and

extent of any in the county: that from Halton commands a great extent of the

eſtuary of the Merſey, and the ſouthern part of Lancaſhire. Beeſton-caſtle is a

very prominent feature in moſt of the Cheſhire views, for an extent of many

miles.

Although Cheſhire has now but few woods, and thoſe of ſmall extent, it had,

in former times, ſome very extenſive foreſts, the timber in which, has been long

ago deſtroyed": the foreſts of Delamere" and Macclesfield", are now large dreary

tracts

* Amongſt Sir Peter Leyceſter's MSS. at Tabley in ſome colle&tions from the muniments of

Yale-Royal abbey, is a claim of Peter Thornton, without date; but certainly as late as the reign

of Edward I., to pannage of hogs in the foreſt of Delamere, timber for building, and fire-wood.

In 1282, timber was cut down in Delamere foreſt for the buildings at Rhuddlan caſtle. Rot.

Walliae, 1o Edward T. m. 5.

* The foreſt of Delamere was anciently called the foreſt of Mara and Mondrem ; a great

part of this foreſt has been long in cultivation, as will appear by the ſubjoined liſt of townſhips

within its limits ; that diviſion of it which was anciently called Mondrem, ſeems to have been

the ſouth-eaſt part, which extended almoſt to Nantwich ; Aſton, in the pariſh of Aëton,

being one of the townſhips hereafter enumerated, is called Aſton in Mondrem. Thomas Lord

Stanley was, in 1461, made maſter-foreſter in fee, ſurveyor and ranger of the foreſt of Mara and

Mondrem, to him and his heirs, to hold thoſe offices, as fully as Thomas Lord Stanley his

father had enjoyed them. John Arden Eſq. is bow-bearer of this foreſt, by inheritance fiom the

1)ones and Kingſleye, and has in his poſſeſſion the ancient bugle-horu, by which his anceſtors have

held that office almoſt from the time of the Conqueſt. The following townſhips are deſcribed

in an old MS. in the Britiſh Muſeum, (Nº 2115. Harl. MSS.) as being within the limits of

the foreſt of Mara and Mondrem, Bridge-Trafford, Wimbalds-Trafford, Thornton, Ince, Elton,

Harpsford, Stoney-Dunham, Alvanley, Manley, Helſby, Newton, Kingſley, Norley, Crowton,

Codington, Onſton, Acton, Winnington, Caſtle-Northwich, Hartford and Horton, Weteahall,

Oulton and Lowe, Budworth, Ruſhton, Eaton, Tarporley, Church-Minſhull, Aſton, Worleſton,

White-Poole, Cholmondeſton, Stoke, Rudheath, Wardle, Calveley, Alpraham, Tilſton-Fernall,

Teverton, Utkinton, Willington, Clotton, Duddon, Aſhton, Great-Mouldſworth, J, ttle-Mouldſ

worth, Horton-juxta-Aſhton, Great-Barrow, and Little-Barrow: Tarvin, Hockenhull, and Kelſall,

are deſcribed as not within the foreſt, being within the liberties of the biſhop of Lichfield and

Coventry; Weverham, Merton, and Over, are deſcribed alſo as not within the foreſt, having been

within the liberties of the abbey of Vale-Royal ; and Frodſham, Overton, Netherton, Bradley, and

‘Wood-houſes, as having been parcel of the demeſnes of the Earls of Cheſter.

* This is called by Lucian the monk, Lyme foreſt, and is deſcribed as forming the boundary between

y Cheſhire
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traćts of waſhe land ; that of Delamere contained to,ooo aeres, but about 2000.

have been incloſed. The foreſt of Wirrall" was dis-foreſted in the year 1376, by

King Edward III., in conſequence of a requeſt made ſome time before by the

Black Prince, in behalf of the inhabitants of Cheſhire, who had ſuſtained many

damages, grievances, and ſuits, by reaſon of the ſaid foreſt"; it is probable that

the foreſt has been ever fince in cultivation. The largeſt tract of waſte land,

excluſively of the peat-moſſes already ſpoken of, is Rud-heath, in the pariſhes.

of Great-Budworth, Davenham, Middlewich, and Sandbach.

Mr. Holland obſerves in his Agricultural Survey, that although there are few

woods or plantations in Cheſhire, of any large extent; yet, the quantity of timber

growing in the county in hedge-rows and coppices, greatly exceeds the general

average of the kingdom; this timber is principally oak : he mentions the Earl of

Stamford's, the Earl of Cholmondeley’s, and Earl Groſvenor's eſtates, as parti

cularly abounding in fine timber: there are ſome very fine old oaks at Dunham

Maſſey; and the late Earl of Warrington is ſaid to have planted not leſs than

an hundred thouſand oaks, elms, and beech-trees; there are ſome remarkably

fine beech-trees in Alderley-park'. The moſt extenſive plantations in this

county are thoſe of Francis Jodrell Eſq., which occupy not leſs than 10oo.

acres of land, begun by the late Foſter Bower Eſq., and completed by Mr.

Jodrell: the next in point of extent, are thoſe of Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq.

of Vale-Royal, and of Nicholas Aſhton Eſq. on Delamere foreſt, conſiſting of

133 acres of land, planted with 477,ooo trees, chiefly Scotch-firs and larches:

for which he received a premium from the ſociety for the encouragement of

arts, manufactures, and commerce. A part of Rudheath has of late been planted

with Scotch firs.

Cheſhire and Derbyſhire. (See Camden.) In the year 1461, Thomas Lord Stanley was made maſter

foreſter of Macclesfield, the office being granted to him and his heirs. The office of chief-ſerjeant of the

foreſt was granted by Ranulph de Blundeville, Earl of Chelter, to Vivian de Davenport and his heirs,

(Harl. MSS. Nº 21 15; there were other foreſters alſo, whoſe office was hereditary, one of theſe was

borne by the family of Sherd, or Shert, of Diſley. The following townſhips are within the purlicus. -

the foreſt of Macclesfield; North Rode, Boſley, Gawſworth, Sutton, Downes, Hurdsfield, Tither

ington, Upton, Bolinton, Preſtbury, Butley, Rainow, Pott-Shrigley, Adlington, Poynton, Norbury,

Oñerton, Torkington, Marple, Diſley, Taxall, Kettleſhulme, and Whaley, (Harl. MSS.

N 2115.) *

* The bailiwick of the foreſt of Wirrall was given, in the reign of King Stephen, by Ranulpfi.

Tarl of Cheſter, to Alan Silveſter, from whom it paſſed by a ſucceſſion of female heirs, to the

Banvilles and Stanleys. Sir T. S. M. Stanley of Hooton Bart., who is the preſent bailiff, poſſeſſex.

the ancient horn, by which this office was granted to his anceſtor.

‘Cart. 47–5 Ed. III. º * See the account of Alderley.

\ - Prodit:-
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Produce.

THE ſtaple commodities of this county are cheeſe and ſalt; the former has

been long celebrated, and one of its principal articles for exportation, as is

ſuppoſed from a very early period *. -

Mr. Webb, in his Itinerary of Cheſhire, printed in King's Vale-Royal, ſpeaking

of Nantwich, and the excellency of the cheeſe made in the neighbourhood of

that town ; ſays, “notwithſtanding all the trials that our ladies and gentle

women make in their dairies in other parts of the county, and other counties

of the kingdom; yet can they never fully match the perfect reliſh of the right

Nantwich cheeſe; nor can, I think, that cheeſe be equalled by any other made

in Europe, for pleaſantneſs of taſte and wholeſomeneſs of digeſtion, even in the

daintieſt ſtomachs of them that love it.” Fuller, in his Worthies", ſpeaking of

Cheſhire, ſays, “ this county doth afford the beſt cheeſe for quantity and

quality, and yet their cows are not (as in other ſhires) houſed in the winter";

ſo that it may ſeem ſtrange that the hardieſt kine ſhould make the tendereſt

cheeſe. Some eſſayed in vain to make the like in other places, though from

thence they fetched both their kine and dairy-maids: it ſeems they ſhould

have fetched their ground too (wherein is ſurely ſome occult excellency in

this kind), or elſe ſo good cheeſe will not be made. I hear not the like com

mendation of the butter in this county, and perchance theſe two commodities

are like ſtars of a different horizon, ſo that the elevation of the one to eminency

is the depreſſion of the other.”

Dr. Leigh, in his Natural Hiſtory of Cheſhire, and Dr. Campbell in his Political

Survey, attribute the peculiar flavour of the Cheſhire cheeſe to the abundance

of ſaline particles in the ſoil of this county; and the latter obſerves, that in

the neighbourhood of Nantwich, where the brine ſprings moſt abound, the

cheeſe is eſteemed to be of the moſt ſuperior quality: the opinion that prime

cheeſe is produced excluſively from paſtures under which ſalt ſprings are

found, is now exploded “. In Mr. Wedge's general View of the Agricul

We are told by Strabo that ſome of the Brito is were ignorant of the art of cheeſe-making,

but we may reaſonably conclude, that the inhabitants of thoſe counties, which have been ſo long

celebrated for that manufacture, were not of the number. - * See p. 68.

The cows in Cheſhire are now houſed in the winter, although they are not in many other

counties, and in ſome diſtricts much celebrated for the excellency of their cheeſe, as the Vale of

Glouceſter, North-Wiltſhire, and Berkſhire. * The richeſt and beſt cheeſe is ſaid to be

produced from land of an inferior nature; but the greateſt quantity from the richeſt land. Among

the places and diſtrós mºſt celebrated for making the prime cheeſe, may be reckoned the neigh

bourhood of Nartwich, for a circuit of five miles; the pariſh of Over; the greater part of the

banks of the river Weever; and ſeveral farms near Congleton and Middlewich, among which we

have heard that of Croxton-Hall particularly mentioned.

tl!!"C
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Agriculture of Cheſhire, publiſhed in 1794, may be found a copious account

of the proceſs of cheeſe-making, as practiſed in this county. Mr. Holland, in

his late Survey, calculates that the number of cows kept for the dairy in Cheſhire,

is about 32,000 ; and that the quantity of cheeſe, annually made from them, is

about 1 1,500 tons': the greater part of the Cheſhire cheeſe, particularly that

of the ſouth part of the county, is ſold to the London cheeſe-mongers, through

the medium of factors, who reſide in the neighbourhood; ſome is ſent by the

Merſey to Liverpool; ſome inland, by the Staffordſhire canal; and a conſiderable

quantity by other canals, to the markets of Stockport and Mancheſter.

It is certain from the record of Domeſday, that ſalt was one of the principal

articles of commerce in this county, from a very early period; and that it pro

duced a confiderable revenue to the crown, before the Norman Conqueſt; the

King having two thirds; and the Earl of Cheſter one third of the tolls; in

which manner it continued to the time of Hugh Lupus. It appears that the

Wiches, as they are called in the Survey, were very produćtive in the reign of

Edward the Confeſſor. When Hugh Lupus was firſt created Earl of Cheſter,

the ſalt-works, belonging to the King and the Earl, at Middlewich and Nant

wich, having before produced a rent of 16 1. per ann., were wholly diſuſed

and unprodućtive; and thoſe at Nantwich, whence the King and Earl Edwin

had derived an income of 20 l. per ann., were nearly as much neglečted; there

being then in uſe only one ſalt-work, out of eight which had been formerly

worked. - - -

At the time of the Survey the ſalt-works had ſomewhat recovered their

value, thoſe at Nantwich being let to farm by the crown at 1o 1., thoſe at

Middlewich at 25 s., and thoſe at Northwich at 35s. The Survey gives the

particulars of the duties paid for each waggon-load, horſe-load, &c. which

varied for that which was ſold in the hundred, or county, or carried out of

either; the cuſtoms in the different Wiches varied alſo. The Earl had a ſalt-pit

at Nantwich, for the uſe of his own houſehold, toll-free; but if he ſold any

ſalt, he was to account with the King for two-thirds of the tolls. The pro

prietors of private ſalt-works were alſo permitted to have ſalt for the uſe of their

families, toll-free; but paid toll for all which they ſold. It is probable that the

chief exportation of ſalt, at this early period, was to Wales: the people of

which country are ſaid to have called Nantwich, Hellath Wen, or the white ſalt
*

' This calculation, probably is over-rated; we are informed that the quantity annually ſent out

of Cheſhire, from the port of Cheſter, and by various canals, is about 4200 tons only ; about

four-fifths of which is the produce of the county.

WoL. II. 3G Fº
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pit, from the whiteneſs of the ſalt there made. As no mention is made by

Pliny of the ſalt of Britain, it is probable that there were no ſalt-works in this

county, ſo early as the time of the Romans. King Henry III., during his wars

with the Welſh, cauſed all the ſalt-works in Cheſhire to be deſtroyed, and the

pits to be ſtopped up, to prevent the enemy from procuring any ſupply of that,

valuable article'. - -

The art of making ſalt appears to have been but imperfeótly underſtood in,

England for ſeveral centuries after the Conqueſt. King Henry VI. invited

John de Sheidam, a gentleman of Zealand, to come over to this country, with

fixty perſons in his company, to inſtruct his ſubjećts in the improved method

of making ſalt. Mr. Lowndes, a Cheſhire gentleman, received a reward from

Parliament, about the beginning of the laſt century, for making public ſome

ſuppoſed improvements in this art; ſoon afterwards, Dr. Brownrig publiſhed a

treatiſe on the art of making common ſalt, in which he ſuggeſted ſome im

provements, which have been fince adopted. Partly in conſequence of thoſe im

provements, and partly from other cauſes, the manufacture of white ſalt has

greatly increaſed in Cheſhire: about a century ago, the ſalt manufacture there

was not more than adequate to its own conſumption, and that of a few

adjoining counties. From IIay 1805, to May 1806, the ſalt manufactured

at the Cheſhire brine-pits", excluſively of that made at Nantwich", and

Frodſham which was diſpoſed of for home conſumption, amounted to 16,590

tons, ſeventy-ſeven buſhels. The annual average of white ſalt ſent down the

Weever from Winsford and Northwich, for the laſt ten years, has been 139,317

tons; this has been principally for the ſupply of the fiſheries in Scotland, Ireland,

the ports of the Baltic, the United States of America, Newfoundland, and

the Britiſh Colonies. The quantity manufačtured at Northwich is ſuppoſed

to have been doubled within the laſt ten years. Meſſrs. Marſhall and Naylor,

proprietors of ſome brine-pits at Anderton, having turned their attention to the

inveſtigation of means, by which ſalt-works might be conſtructed at the leaſt

expence, and the conſumption of fuel diminiſhed, have erected works upon this

principle, at which they make a large grained ſalt, peculiarly well adapted to the

purpoſe of curing fiſh and proviſions. The proprietors, in the year 1806, obtained

* M. Paris, p. 599. * At Lawton, Wheelock, Roughwood; in the townſhips of

Anderton, Bechton, Leftwich, Middlewich, and in the neighbourhood of Northwich and Winsford.

" The manufacture of ſalt at Nantwich was much more extenſive, in the early part of the

ſeventeenth century than at the preſent time; for it appears, by ſome papers relating to the brine-pits,

written in the reign of Charles I., that there were then two hundred and ſixteen wich-houſes,

or ſalt-works, in Nantwich; there is now only one.

- 4. a patent
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a patent for making this ſalt, for which there have been already very large

demands; large quantities having been exported to Scotland, Ireland, Newfound

land, and Sweden. The diſcovery of the rock ſalt in 1670, (which will be

more particularly ſpoken of under the head of minerals,) forms an important

ara in the hiſtory of the ſtaple commodity of the county. There are now

ten or twelve pits of rock-ſalt worked in the neighbourhood of Northwich, in the

townſhips of Witton, Marſton, and Wincham; from ſome of theſe pits they

raiſe a hundred tons in a day. The rock-ſalt is ſent down the Weever from

Northwich; about a third of it is refined at the ſalt-works at Frodſham, and on

the Lancaſhire ſide of the Merſey; but the greater part is carried to Liverpool,

whence it is exported to Ireland, and the ports of the Baltic. The average

quantity ſent down the Weever from Northwich for the laſt ten years is

51,109 tons". In 1805, there were 2950 hands employed in the manufacture

of ſalt. - - -

Among the produce of Cheſhire, potatoes ſhould not be omitted, which

are cultivated to a great extent for exportation, in the neighbourhood of

Altrincham and Frodſham, and in the hundred of Wirral : in Frodſham alone,

it is calculated that 1oo,oco buſhels have been raiſed annually on an average

for ſeveral years paſt; theſe are principally ſent to the Lancaſhire markets, by

the Merſey, and by the Duke of Bridgewater's canal. The town of Mancheſter is

ſupplied with abundance of potatoes and other vegetables from the neighbour

hood of Altrincham; and that of Liverpool, both from Frodſham and the

hundred of Wirral: great quantities of early potatoes are raiſed in Wirral by

a peculiar proceſs', and brought to market early in May, when they have

ſometimes ſold at 3 s. a pound, frequently at 2s. 6d.; from which price they

gradually ſink down to one penny.

* Holland's Agricultural Survey of Cheſhire, where may be found a full account of the proceſs

of raiſing the brine and making the ſalt, with many other particulars relating to the ſalt manufactured

from the brine-pits, as well as that procured from the ſalt mines. * The average produce

of an acre is reckoned to be two hundred and fifty buſhels.

* Mr. Wedge, in his general View of the Agriculture of Cheſhire, ſays, that “this method was

firſt practiſed by one Richard Evans of Wallazey in Wirral.” “The ſecret (he adds) conſiſts in

nothing more than in tranſplanting the ſets, (which ſhould be of the earlieſt kind) during winter;

carefully guarded from the froſt, in a warm place, where they may ſprout at leaſt three inches

by the beginning of March. As ſoon after that time, as the weather happens to be favourable,

they are, with the ſprout on, to be carefully planted in a dry ſoil, in drills, with a ſmall rib of

earth between each drill, and the end of the ſprout juſt under the ſurface of the ground. The

plants ſhould be kept covered with ſtraw, or ruſhes, every night as long as the froſt continues, and

uncovered every favourable day.” -

3 G 2 Naturat.
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:

Natural Hiſtory,

Fºſſils.-Foſſil-ſalt and coal are found in ſome parts of Cheſhire in great

abundance; the rock, or foſſil-ſalt, was firſt diſcovered accidentally near Mar

bury in the pariſh of Budworth, in the year 1670, in ſearching for coal’;

it has ſince been found very abundantly in the townſhips of Witton, Wincham,

and Marſton near Northwich, where ſeveral pits are conſtantly worked: in 1779

foſſil-ſalt was diſcovered near Lawton, about forty-two yards below the ſurface,

and a pit was for ſome time worked, but afterwards diſcontinued; it has been

found alſo between Middlewich and Winsford, a little below Winsford, and at

Whitley, fix or ſeven miles below Northwich, and two miles north of the

Weever, - - ---

Wherever rock-ſalt is met with, ſulphat of lime appears to be very generally

found mixed with the earthy ſtrata above it. At Witton, after digging through

ſeveral ſtrata, conſiſting chiefly of clay and marle variouſly compounded, the

foſſil-ſalt is found about forty-one or forty-two yards below the ſurface; the

firſt bed of ſalt, the only one known till of late years, is about twenty-five

yards in thickneſs. In 1781 it was diſcovered, by the proprietor of one of the

mines at Northwich, that there was a lower bed, which was found about ten

yards beneath the other, after paſſing through a ſtratum of indurated clay; this

iower bed has been penetrated into, to the depth of thirty-five, or thirty-fix

yards, and all the pits are now ſunk to about this depth ; ſome of the mines are

worked in a circular form, and are as much as three hundred yards in diameter.

The foſſil-ſalt is of two kinds, the one white and tranſparent, the other of a

reddiſh brown; the former has been found, by analyſis, to be an almoſt pure

muriate of ſoda; the latter to contain a certain portion of earth from which its

colour is derived ‘.

Coal of a good quality is found abundantly in the north-eaſt part of the

county, in the townſhips of Hurdsfield, Rainow, Bollington, Adlington, Pott

Shrigley, Worth, Poynton, and Norbury; a diſtrićt from north to ſouth of about

ten miles: in ſome of theſe townſhips, particularly Worth and Poynton, are very

extenſive collieries, which ſupply the populous manufacturing town of Stockport.

At Denwall in the townſhip of Neſſe, and in the hundred of Wirral, is a

colliery belonging to Sir T. S. M. Stanley Bart., firſt opened about the year 1750;

this colliery extends one mile and three-quarters from high-water-mark under

: Philoſ, Tranſ. Vol. 5. p. 2015. * Holland's Survey, p. 38.

2. the -
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the river Dee; having two canals under the river, one of which is carried to

the extremity of the work: the coal is principally exported to Ireland.

Copper and lead are found at Alderley-Edge and Peckforton-hills: ſeveral

attempts have been made within the laſt century to work a mine at Alderley, but

the quantity of ore obtained was not ſufficient to anſwer the expence. In the

year 1803 ſome gentlemen of Stockport were induced, from the diſcovery of

a good vein at the extremity of the old works, to open a mine, and their

undertaking promiſes better ſucceſs; confiderable quantities both of copper and

lead-ore have been found, and buildings have been erected for cruſhing and

imelting the lead-ore. A vein of copper was not long ago diſcovered on

Peckforton-hills, upon the eſtate of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton, which appeared

to contain a large quantity of valuable ore ; but after a conſiderable expence had

been incurred, the attempt to work a mine was given up. Iron is found at

Alderley-Edge, and in the townſhip of Dukenfield. Dr. Aikin, in his deſcription

of the country round Mancheſter, ſays that the late Mr. Aſtley erected works

for an iron-foundery on his eſtate in this townſhip, which he afterwards let to

a company at Mancheſter; but they were ſoon abandoned, and the building

converted into a cotton-mill.

Cobalt ore was diſcovered at Alderley-Edge, on the eſtate of Sir J.T. Stanley

Bart, in 1807; it is found near the ſurface in very thin veins or filaments, in

rocks of ſand-ſtone, often contiguous to veins of copper and lead-ore; it is

of a very dark blue colour, and many ſpecimens appear like nothing more

than grains of ſand adhering together; ſome of the veins are of a much richer

quality than others; the cobalt in all of them appears intimately mixed with lead,

iron, copper, and manganeſe: a confiderable quantity of cobalt procured from

the mines at Alderley-Edge has been conveyed to Ferry-bridge in Yorkſhire,

where it has been manufactured into ſmalt, little inferior in colour to that im

ported from Saxony ".

There are ſeveral quarries of excellent free-ſtone in this county, of which

thoſe at Runcorn, Manley, and Great-Bebington are moſt remarkable; the

quarries of Runcorn being ſituated near the Duke of Bridgewater's canal, con

fiderable quantities are ſent to Liverpool, Mancheſter, and Cheſter. The County

haſ, the gaol of the caſtle at Cheſter, and the new buildings at Earl Groſvenor's

magnificent manſion at Eaton, are of ſtone from the Manley quarry. The

pillars of the portico of the County-hall, are twelve in number, and twenty

three feet in height, each of which is formed of a ſingle ſtone. The ſtone from the

"The above account of the cobalt at Alderley-Edge, was obligingly communicated by Sir J. T.

Stanley Bart.

quarry
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-quarry at Great-Bebington, is much whiter than the others. Limeſtone is

found no where in Cheſhire, except at Newbold-Aſtbury. Mowcop-hill, partly

in the townſhip of Odd-Rode in this county, has long been famous for its mill

ſtones. Mr. Holland, in his Agricultural Survey, ſpeaks of a ſpecies of ſand.

ſtone on the hills at Kerredge, near Macclesfield, peculiarly adapted to the

making of flags, or whetting tools; this ſtone is deſcribed by Mr. Kirwan, as a

filiceous grit, with an argillaceous cement. Near Pott-Shrigley is a compačt ſand

ftone of an extreme hardneſs, admitting of a good poliſh *.

“ Marle is found in almoſt every part of the county, but in greateſt

abundance, where the prevailing ſoil is a clay or clayey loam;” and is very

generally employed as a manure: there are ſeveral varieties, diſtinguiſhed by

the appellation of clay-marle, ſlate-marle, and ſtone-marle 7. Dr. Woodward

mentions a talky fibrous ſubſtance, a kind of aſbeſtor, as being found in great

abundance in beds of marle about High-Legh ".

We have not learnt that any extraneous foſſils have been found in Cheſhire;

except the trunks of trees, and various vegetable remains, little changed from

their original ſtate, which abound in the different peat-moſſes. Dr. Woodward,

in his Catalogue of Britiſh Foſſils”, enumerates oak, fir, yew, birch, alder; the

cones of fir, and hazle-nuts, as having been found in the moſſes at Wilmſlow,

and on Delamere foreſt: great quantities of oak and fir have been raiſed from

ſome of them, and uſed for fuel, and ſometimes for infide-work in buildings;

the fir, being ſlit into ſlender pieces, is alſo uſed by the poor in ſome places, as a

ſubſtitute for candles.

Rare Plants.-The Saxifraga hirculus, which has been found in no other part

of England, we ſaw growing in great abundance on Knutsford-moor, where

it was found by Ray; the ſeaſon was rather early, and we found it in flower

on the 15th of July. For the following notices of other rare plants in the county,

we are principally indebted to Mr. Okell of Cheſter; we add the habitats

where they have been found, either by himſelf or the friends who have com

municated them to him. -

Veronica ſcutellata, near the road from Wrexham to Cheſter; Utricularia

vulgaris, near Churton-heath; Utricularia minor, bogs in Delamere foreſt;

Menyanthes nymphoides, bogs in Delamere foreſt; Gentiana Pneumonanthe, on the

* Mr. Holland's Survey. ! Ibid. p. 221. where will be found a particular account

of this ſubſtance; and a paper on its nature and origin, by Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. in the

appendix to the ſame work, p. 348. * Catal. Vol. i. p. 76. * Vol. i. p. 18–21.

commonS,



C H E S H I-R E. 415 :

commons, near Parkgate; Gentiana campg/?ris, near Hyle-Lake and Parkgate; :

Siſon intºndatum, Backford-heath; Statice reticulata, Hilbree-iſland; Droſera

Anglica, marſh, near Holmes-Chapel; Acorus calamus, near Holford-Hall; .

Narthecium offifragum, Delamere foreſt ; Aliſma ranunculoides, near Tarvin;

Andromeda polifolia, Delamere foreſt; Saxifraga aizoides, Beeſton-caſtle; Stratiodes

aloides, pools, four miles from Holmes-Chapel; Thalićirum minus, banks of

the Dee, below Parkgate; Lathraea ſuamaria, by the Dane ſide, below

Congleton; Bartſ a viſioſa, near Hyle-Lake ; Cochlearia Danica, at Parkgate; ,

Scutellaria minor, bogs, on Delamere foreſt; Iberis nudicaulis, Weſton-hill;.

Geranium ſanguincum, banks of the Dee, near Parkgate; Fumaria claviculata,

Broxton and Sandy-way-head; Lathyrus Niſſalia, Blacon-point; Vicia ſylvatica, .

woods, near Vale-Royal ; Hypericum Androſemum, woods, near Rock-Savage;

Senecio Saracenicus, banks of the Dee, near Eaton-Boat ; Inula Helenium, .

Eccleſton; Viola lutea, on the hills, near Derbyſhire; Orchis conopſea, Knutsford

moor; Serapias paluſtris, Blacon-point; Littorella lacuſtris, Budworth-common, .

near Oulton; Empetrum migrum, Congleton-Edge; and Pillularia globifera, on

Congleton Moſs.

The following plants, are given on the authority of Turner and Dillwyn's .

“Botaniſt's Guide”—Lyſimachia thyrſiflora, woods, near Stockport; Campanula -

latifolia, near the rivers Merſey and Tame, at Stockport; Cicuta viroſa, near

Stockport and Northwich, and Brereton-Mere; Ornithogalum umbellatum, meadows,

near Cheadle-bridge; Arbutus Uva-Urft, hills on the borders of Yorkſhire;

Trollius Europaus, in great plenty, in a wood between Stayley-Hall, and Scout

mill; Limoſella aquatica, near Frodſham; Gnaphalium dioicum, hills above

Stayley; Ophrys cordata, Stayley-moors; and Hymenophyllum Tunbrigenſe, on the .

hills between Macclesfield and Buxton, upon moſſy rocks.

We obſerved the Dianthus deltoides growing very luxuriantly in Wirral, not

far from Weſt-Kirkby church.

º

-:

Mineral Springs.

THE brine-ſprings, which are now in uſe, have been already mentioned : :

they are principally found in the valley, through which the rivers Weever and

Wheelock have their courſe. Theſe ſprings have been found at Alderſey, ,

Anderton, Auſterſon, Baddeley, Baddington", Barnton, Brinepit-farm, between .

* The brine-ſprings at Boddington and Hatherton were diſcovered not long before the year

1622, and were both then worked.—Webb, in his Itinerary of that date, ſays the method of boiling sº

in iron-pans with coals for fuel, was firſt uſed at theſe pits, Vale, Royal, part II, p. 66, 67.

* Audlem •
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Audlem and Nantwich ; at Cumbermere, Dirtwich *, Dunham, Hartford,

Hatherton, Leftwich, Middlewich *, Moulton, Newton, Weverham, Wharton, and

Winnington : the pit at Weverham was worked in the time of William the

Conqueror. The brine is found at various depths, and is of various degrees

of ſtrength; containing as appears by analyſis, muriate of ſoda and earthy ſalt, in

different proportions: thoſe in the neighbourhood of Northwich contain more

iron than the others; but the quantity is inconfiderable. The ſtrongeſt brine-ſprings

are ſaid to be thoſe at Anderton “. * ,

At Bug-lawton is a ſpring containing ſulphur, a ſmall quantity of Epſom-ſalts,

and calcareous earth, which has been found ſerviceable in ſcorbutic caſes:

at Shaw.heath, near Stockport, is a chalybeate ſpring, of conſiderable ſtrength ;

Leigh, in his Natural Hiſtory of Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, ſpeaks of it as the

moſt powerful of ſeveral which he enumerates: the others are in Lancaſhire,

and the neighbouring counties. - -

In the year 1600 a pamphlet was publiſhed, entitled, “News out of Cheſhire,

concerning the New-found-Well.” This well, which was ſituated in Delamere

foreſt, about a mile and a half from the Chamber, or Old-Pale, towards the

ſouth-weſt ſide of the foreſt, is ſaid to have been accidentally diſcovered, by

John Greenway of Utkinton, who had been adviſed by his phyſician to drink of,

and bathe in, any pure ſpring-water; the rumour of the benefit which he had

received from the uſe of this water, and of two of his ſons having been cured of

fits by the ſame means, brought great numbers of people to the well; near

which two pools were made for the purpoſe of bathing : the reports of this

wonderful water, which was ſaid to cure almoſt every diſeaſe, and even to

reſtore the blind to fight, brought an immenſe concourſe of people, not only

from Cheſhire, but from ſeveral neighbouring counties; the author of the

Narrative ſays, that the number of perſons daily reſorting to the well was

not leſs than two thouſand, and that Mr. Done, the chief-foreſter, appointed

* Leland ſpeaks of a decayed ſalt-pit at Dirtwich, and one newly made. (Itin. Vol. vii. p. 11.)

in another place, he ſays there were two or three little-ſalt ſprings at which ſalt was ſometimes made.

(Itin. v. p. 91.) We are told that on the 28th of Auguſt 1643, Captain Croxton, Captain Venables,

and others, with their companies, went to Dirtwich, and cut in pieces all the pans, pumps, ſalt-pits,

and works, and carried ſome of their pans off, ſo that their ſalt-making was ſpoiled. Burghall's

Diary, in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire. 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 918. * There were two

ſalt-ſprings, or brine-pits, at Middlewich in Leland's time, and in 1622. Itin. Vol. v. p. 92.

and Vale-Royal, part II. p. 82. -

* See Holland's Survey, p. 46. The brine-ſprings at Leftwich and Witton appear to be the

weakeſt of thoſe of which the Analyſis is there given : the brine-ſprings at Barnton are ſo weak

as to require the aid of rock ſalt, for the purpoſe of manufacture, : B. i. p. 34.

OI!C
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cne of his keepers to preſerve order amongſt the populace, and allowed him

to provide entertainment for ſuch as could afford to pay for it. Very little can

be gathered from the pamphlet as to the nature of the water; it appears to have

been cathartic, and is deſcribed as having “ſome ſmack of an allum-like com

poſition.”

*

Rivert.

TH2 principal Cheſhire rivers are the Dee, the Merſey, the Weever, the Dane,

the Bollin, the Peover, the Wheelock, and the Tame.

The Dee which riſes in Merionethſhire, firſt becomes a boundary of Cheſhire

near Shccklach-green; it paſſes by Shocklach and Farndon, on its Cheſhire ſide,

and enters the county near Aldford; thence it paſſes by Eaton and Eccleſton to

Cheſter: from Bangor-bridge it is navigable for barges; at Cheſter-bridge,

where it meets the tide-water, it is about a hundred yards wide; from thence it

paſſes through an artificial channel", along the marſhes, under Hawarden caſtle,

for about nine miles; near Flint caſtle, about three miles further, it becomes an

eſtuary of three miles wide, much incommoded at low-water by ſand-banks;

the main channel then croſſes over to the Cheſhire ſide below Parkgate; ten

miles further, near the iſland of Hilbree, being there of the width of about five

miles, it falls into the ſea. The pariſhes of Shotwick, Burton, Neſton, Heſwall,

Thurſtaſton, and Weſt-Kirkby, on the ſouthern ſide of the hundred of Wirral,

lie on the banks of the Dee. -

The navigation of the Dee, by which, in ancient times, veſſels were brought up

to the walls of Cheſter, had been ſo much impeded by ſands, from the frequent

changing of the channel, that it occaſioned the total ruin of the haven of

Cheſter before the year 1449, as appears by a Commiſfion of Inquiry of that

date": to obviate this great inconvenience, a new quay or haven was made, about

fix miles from Cheſler, but not before the middle of the following century.

In the Harleian Collection is a letter from the citizens of Cheſter to the lord

treaſurer, (the Marquis of Wincheſter,) praying his interceſſion with the King

for a ſum of money in aid of their new haven or quay in Wirral, then building

all of ſtone, “in the face and belly of the ſea, which would at leaſt coſt 50oo 1.

or 6000 l.''” in 1560, a collečtion for the new haven at Cheſter was made in

all churches throughout the kingdom ; in 1567 there was an aſſeſſment for the

ſame purpoſe on the city. The new haven was at length completed, and for

‘The firſt ſod of this channel, called “the River Dee Navigation from chefler to the Sca,”

was cut on the 20th of April 1733. * Harl. MSS, N° too;-6,

Harl. MSS, Nº. 2.82. f. 14.

Vol. II. 3 H - wnary
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many years, all goods and merchandizes coming to, and going from the port of

Cheſter, were there loaded and unloaded.

The improvement of the navigation of the Dee by cutting a new channel,

appears to have been firſt projected by Andrew Yarranton, who publiſhed a

work entitled, “England's Improvement by Sea and Land,” (in the year 1677):

he tells us that veſſels of twenty tons burthen could not then come higher than

Neſton; and propoſes that an ačt of Parliament ſhould be procured, for im

proving the navigation of the Dee ; and enabling ſhips to come up to Cheſter,

by a new channel to be cut from the river, nearly oppoſite Neſton, to paſs by

Flint to Cheſter. -

In 1693 Evan Jones brought forward a propoſal for making the river Dee

navigable, and bringing up ſhips of a hundred tons burthen to the Roodee,

at his own expence, on condition that he ſhould have all ſuch lands as ſhould

be recovered, upon payment of the uſual rent of recovered lands to the crown,

and one-fourth of the clear rents or profits to the companies of the city"; and

that he and his heirs ſhould be entitled to certain duties on coals, lime, and

lime-ſtone. This propoſal was rejećted, on account of the required duty on

coals, lime, &c. In 1698, Francis Gell Eſq. made a propoſal nearly ſimilar

to that of Evan Jones, with ſome modification of the duties on coals, &c.

and ſome additional ſecurity as to his performance of the contračt; but without

any allotment of a fourth-part to the city companies; this propoſal alſo was, in

the firſt inſtance, rejected; but upon being a ſecond time brought forward, and a

ſtill further ſecurity being propoſed by Mr. Gell, who offered to depoſit the ſum of

1ooo 1 in the hands of truſtees for that purpoſe, it was agreed to on the

21ſt of Oétober 1698': a petition was in conſequence preſented to Parliament,

and in 17oo an ačt paſſed, to enable the mayor and citizens of the city of

Cheſter to recover and preſerve the navigation upon the river Dee.

The undertakers of this work were incorporated by the name of the River

Dee Company; a ſubſequent ačt paſſed in 1732, which empowered them

to incloſe a large tračt on the banks of the Dee, called the White-Sands,

on condition that they made a navigable river from the ſea to Cheſter: this

new cut was begun the next year, and completed in 1754. In the year 1763,

one thouſand four hundred and eleven acres of land were recovered from the

ſea, fix hundred and fixty-four acres in 1769, and three hundred and forty

* He propoſed that the profits of this fourth part ſhould accumulate for the purpoſe of building

and freighting a ſhip for each company, to be employed in trade for the benefit of the ſaid

company, and afterwards the yearly profits to be paid to the aldermen and ſtewards of each

company in equal portions. ; Corporation Records

eight
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eight acres in 1795. A further embankment commencing from the laſt em

bankment to Conna's Quay on the Flintſhire ſide, and to Barton's Point on

the Cheſhire ſide, intended to contain about 1500 acres of land is in contemplation.

In conſequence of the great expence of cutting and embanking the new channel

of the river Dee, and incloſing the adjacent lands, the proprietors did not

receive any profits from the undertaking till the year 1775, when they divided

two per cent. on their principal ſtock; the annual proceeds have ſince gradually

increaſed, and the proprietors now receive five per cent., with the proſpečt of

an improving revenue. The new channel was at firſt intended only for ſhips of

two hundred tons burthen; but it is now navigable for ſhips of ſix hundred tons

burden.

The Merſey (eſteemed the ſecond of the Cheſhire rivers) is formed by the

junction of the Etherow and Goyt. The Etherow riſes near Woodhead, at the

junction of the counties of York, Derby, and Cheſter. From its ſource it forms

the boundary, for ſome diſtance, between Cheſhire and Derbyſhire, the pariſh

of Mottram being on the Cheſhire ſide; it then enters this county, between

Compſtall-bridge and Marple-bridge, at its conflux with the Goyt, which riſes

in Macclesfield foreſt, and during a courſe of about nine miles is a boun

dary between Cheſhire and Derbyſhire, paſſing on the Cheſhire ſide Taxall,

Whaley, Diſley, and Marple. At the above-mentioned conflux, the united

rivers take the name of the Merſey, which paſſes near Chadkirk, between

Offerton and Bredbury to the town of Stockport; from thence to Liverpool,

it forms the boundary between Cheſhire and Lancaſhire; paſſing on the

Cheſhire ſide, the pariſhes and townſhips of Cheadle, Northenden, Aſhton,

Carrington, Partington, Warburton, Thelwall, Latchford, Lower-Walton, and

Runcorn. -

The Merſey, where it meets the tide-water, oppoſite Warrington in Lancaſhire,

is only forty yards wide: at Runcorn-gap, where it communicates with the Trent

and Merſey, or Grand-trunk, and the Duke of Bridgewater’s canals, its width is

three hundred yards; below the gap it immediately extends itſelf into a grand

eſtuary of three miles in width, receiving in its courſe the navigable river

Weever from Northwich and Frodſham. In its courſe northward, from Runcorn

it gradually diminiſhes for ſix miles, and oppoſite Liverpool its width is only

three quarters of a mile, but it forms a fine channel, at leaſt ten fathom deep

at low water, very commodious for ſhipping; at the diſtance of about five

miles, meaſuring by the Cheſhire coaſt, it falls into the Iriſh ſea, by two or

three different channels, much incommoded by ſands, but the paſſage is rendered

3 II 2 ſecure
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ſecure by means of various land-marks, buoys, and light-houſes ; and the

excellent ſyſtem of pilotage, eſtabliſhed by the Liverpool merchants. The Cheſhire

pariſhes of Faſtham, Frodſham, Ince, Bromborough, Bebington, and Wallazey,

extend to the banks of the Merſey. The whole courſe of this river is forty

four miles. -

The Weever is truly a Cheſhire river, riſing on Bulkeley-heath, and never

quitting the county during its whole courſe, ’till its confluence with the Merſey

at Weſton; paſſing through Ridley, by Cholmondeley-Hall, to Wrenbury; by

Audlem, Hankelow, Nantwich, Minſhull, and Weever, to Winsford-bridge;

thence by Vale-Royal, and Eaton, to Hartford-bridge, and Northwich, where

it joins the Dane, and ſoon afterwards the Peover; after which junétion it

paſſes by Weverham, Aéton, Dutton, Frodſham, and Rock.Savage to Weſton,

where it joins the Merſey. In the year 1720, a ſet of gentlemen", at the head of

whom were the Hon. Langham Booth, and Sir George Warburton Bart., entered

into a ſubſcription for the purpoſe of procuring an act of Parliament, to make the

Weever navigable from Frodſham-bridge to Winsford-bridge, a diſtance of about

twenty miles: in its natural ſtate it was navigable only at high-tides, and not

more than ſix miles above Frodſham-bridge.

The ſubſcribers agreed, and it was provided by the ačt, that after payment

of the ſubſcription and intereſt at five per cent, and one per cent. yearly profit

for their riſk, the whole income ariſing from tonnage, &c. ſhould be applicable

to the like purpoſes, as the county rate of the county of Cheſter. All incum

brances were diſcharged in the year 1778, ſince which time the ſum of IoS,cool.

and upwards hath been paid into the county treaſury, in aid of the rate. The

tonnage has increaſed greatly within the laſt ten years, and the groſs revenue is

now upwards of 17,oool, per ann., a confiderable part of which is expended in

the execution of the truſt, and in maintaining and improving the navigation of

the river. H. conſequence of the great extenſion of the ſalt trade, the preſent

accommodations on the Weever have been found inſufficient, and an additional

cut of about four miles in length, is now making from the Weir near Frodſham

bridge to Weſton-point, in order to prevent the delays which have been ex

perienced by the ſhallowneſs of the river at neap-tides : the charge of this

additional channel, and other improvements intended to be immediately adopted,

is eſtimated at 40,000 l. The expence of the magnificent public buildings on

* Philip Egerton Eſq., John Egerton Eſq., Henry Legh Eſq., Randal Dod Eſq., John

Amſon Eſq., Henry Mainwaring Eſq., Thomas Vernon Eſq., John Williams Eſq., Peter

Warburton Eſq., and James Mainwaring Eſq.

the
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the fite of Cheſter-caſtle, has been wholly defrayed out of the revenues of the

Weever navigation.

The river Dane riſes in Macclesfield foreſt, near the Three-Shire Mere, and after

forming, for ſome way, a boundary between Staffordſhire and Cheſhire, enters the

lätter county, within two miles of Congleton; from which town it paſſes by

Radnor-bridge, Davenport, Hermitage, near Holmes Chapel to Cranage-bridge,

and Byley-bridge; near Middlewich, Croxton, Shipbrook, and Daneham or

Davenham, to Northwich, where it falls into the Weever. The courſe of

the Weever is about thirty-three miles, that of the Dane about twenty

two ; the Weever is narrow, deep, and ſlow; the Dane, broad, ſhallow,

and ſwift. -

The Bollin riſes in Macclesfield foreſt from ſeveral heads, the two principal of

which iſſue from the foot of Shutlingſlow-Hill, near the hall of Ridge; it paſſes by

Sutton, Macclesfield, Bollington, Preſtbury, and Newton, Wimſlow, Pownall,

Ringey, Aſhley, Dunham and Warburton, to Rixton, where it falls into the

Merſey; its courſe is about twenty miles.

The Peover is formed of the junction of two ſtreams, one of which riſes near

Macclesfield, the other near Gawſworth; they join at Chelford, whence the

Peover paſſes to Over-Peover, Nether-Peover, Holford, and Wincham-bridge,

falling into the Weever, near Northwich; the courſe of this river is about fifteen

miles.

The Wheelock is compoſed of three ſtreams, which riſe near Moreton-Hall,

Lawton, and Rode, and meet near Sandbach, whence the Wheelock paſſes to

Wheelock, Elton, and Warmicham, and falls into the Dane at Croxton; its courſe

having been about twelve miles. -

The Tame riſes in Yorkſhire, and during almoſt the whole of its courſe, which

is about ten miles, forms a boundary between Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, paſſing

on its Cheſhire ſide, Staley, Dukenfield, Hyde-Hall, and Harden-Hall, between -

which and Stockport it falls into the Merſey.

Beſides theſe principal rivers, there are ſeveral other ſmaller ſtreams, which

have been dignified with the name; as the Gowy, which riſes near Bunbury,

and paſſes by Beeſton-caſtle, Teverton, and Huxley, to Stapleford, Barrow,

Plemſtall, Bridge-Trafford, Piéton, Stoak and Stanny, falling into the Merſey at

Stanlow, and dividing the hundred of Ediſbury from that of Broxton, during

almoſt the whole of its courſe. There is a ſtream (erroneouſly deſcribed in

King's Vale-Royal, as connected with this river) which riſes in Harthill, takes

its courſe by Tattenhall, Golborne-Bellew, and Lea-Hall; is joined near the

latter by a brook that comes from Grafton, by Cuddington, Alderſey, and ,

Bechin; and falls into the Dee at Aldford.

3. The
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The Beſley comes from Betley in Staffordſhire, runs by Doddington, Wy

bunbury, and Bartherton, and falls into the Weever. Aſhbrook riſes in Delamere

foreſt, paſſes between Over and Little-Budworth, near Darnhall, where it forms

Darnhall-pool, and falls into the Weever, not far from Weever-Hall. The

Biddle comes out of Staffordſhire, and falls into the Dane near Congleton. The

Croco comes out of Bagmere; paſſing by Brereton-Hall and Kinderton Park,

and through Middlewich, it falls into the Dane at Croxton, near that town. The

Birkin riſes near Chelford, paſſes by Mobberley, and falls into the Bollin. The

Mar comes out of the pool of Mere, and falls into the Bollin. The Grimſditch

riſes at Grimſditch, paſſes by Preſton, Dareſbury, and Kekwich; and falls into

the Merſey. The Walwarn riſes near Barthomley, paſſes by Crewe-Hall, and

Coppenhall, and joining with the Lea which comes from Lea and Wiſtaſton, falls

into the Merſey. Fookerſbrook riſes near Cheſter, and running to Bach, there joins

a ſtream", which in its courſe from Coughall, by Moſton and Mollington,

divides the hundred of Broxton from that of Wirral; and falls into the Dee, a

little below Cheſter.

- There are ſeveral ſmall lakes, or, as they are called, Meres or Pools, in Cheſhire.

Ridley-pool, ſpoken of by Leland as one of the largeſt, has been drained and

converted into tillage. Combermere is a fine piece of water, nearly three

quarters of a mile in length, cloſe to the fite of Combermere-Abbey, to which

it gave name, and is a great ornament to the grounds of Sir Robert Cotton.

Bar-mere in the pariſh of Malpas is nearly of the ſame extent; the other principal

ones are, the Mere, which gives name to a townſhip in Roſtherne, Comberbach

mere, Oakhanger-mere, Pick-mere, Roſtherne-mere, and the Chapel-mere,

and Moſs-mere, two beautiful pieces of water in front of Cholmondeley-caſtle.

The meres, and moſt of the rivers, abound with the more common ſort of fiſh :

the Dee is noted for its fine flavoured ſalmon, of late years much diminiſhed in

quantity: the Merſey has ſalmon, plaice, flounders, ſmelts, &c. &c.

Canals.

Few counties, as Mr. Holland obſerves in his Survey, derive ſo many

advantages from the internal intercourſe, which has been produced by the

ſyſtem of artificial navigation, as Cheſhire; that of the river Weever has been

already ſpoken of ; the canals, which interſect various parts of the county, are

the Duke of Bridgewater’s ; the Trent and Merſey, or Grand Trunk; the

Elleſmere; the Cheſter and Nantwich, and the Peak-foreſt canal.

* This ſtream is now in great part merged in the line of the Cheſter canal.

The
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The Duke of Bridgewater's canal, the deſign and execution of which firſt

gave celebrity to that eminent engineer, Mr. James Brindley, was begun in 1761 ;

the communication between Mancheſter and Liverpool was opened in 1772;

and the whole of the works at firſt projected were finiſhed in 1776. This canal,

which takes its origin from the Duke of Bridgewater's eſtate at Worſley in

Lancaſhire, enters Cheſhire, near Aſhton on the Merſey; paſſes near Altrincham,

Dunham-Maſſey, Bollington, Lymm, Groppenhall, Higher-Walton, Preſton-on

the Hill; Moor, through Sir Richard Brooke's grounds at Norton to Runcorn,

where it joins the Merſey, paſſing through a chain of ten locks. At this place is a

riſe of ninety-five feet, being the only deviation from the level in the courſe of

the canal, except at the Vale of Bollin, between Lymm and Altrincham, where

an embankment has been made for the purpoſe of preſerving it.

The firſt act for making the Trent and Merſey, or as it is called the Grand

Trunk canal, paſſed in 1766. This canal communicates with the Duke of

Bridgewater's at Preſton-brook, and paſſes by Dutton, Barnton, Little-Leigh,

Northwich, Shipbrooke, and Middlewich, not far from Sandbach to Lawton, a

little beyond which it enters Staffordſhire. In the courſe of this canal through

Cheſhire, there are four tunnels: one at Preſton-on-the-hill, one thouſand two

hundred and forty-one yards in length; another at Barnton in Great-Budworth,

five hundred and ſeventy-two yards long; another at Saltersfield, in the ſame

pariſh, three hundred and fifty yards; and another at Hermitage, of one hundred

and thirty yards. -

The Elleſmere canal communicates with the Merſey at Whitby, five miles

from Eaſtham, at a place now called Elleſmere-port; it paſſes the eaſt-end of the

hundred of Wirral, and the ſouth-eaſt part of Broxton, paſſing through Whitby,

Great-Stanney, Stoak, Croughton, Chorlton, Coughall, Moſton, and Upton, to

Cheſter, where it joins the Dee, as well as the Cheſter canal. That part of

the line, deſcribed in the ačt as paſſing from the Dee at Cheſter by Lache,

Rough-hill, and near Pulford, towards Denbighſhire, is not intended to be made.

A branch of this canal from Whitchurch enters Cheſhire at Grindley-brook in

Wirſwall, paſſes by Quoiſley, Marbury, Norbury", Wrenbury, Baddeley, and

Hurleſton; in the laſt-mentioned townſhip it forms a junction with the Cheſter

and Nantwich canal. This branch, which was completed in 1806, extends

through the county during a line of eleven miles.

The act for making the Cheſter and Nantwich canal paſſed in 1772, and it

was completed in 1778; this canal paſſes from Cheſter through Great Boughton,

Chriſtleton, Waverton, Hargrave, Huxley, Beeſton, Teverton, Tilſton-Fernall,

* It was intended to enter the townſhip of Stoke, but the line was varied.

6 Wardle,



424 C H E S H I R. E.

* *.

Wardle, Bar-bridge, Stoke, Hurleſton, and A&ton, between which place and the

town of Nantwich it terminates: this canal proved ſo unprodućtive a concern,

that the ſhares were ſold at one time, for one per cent. of their original value;

fince the junčtion of this canal with the Elleſmere canal at Cheſter, and the

ſubſequent junction with the Whitchurch branch of the ſame canal at Hurleſton",

the ſhares, which were originally 1ool. each, have ſold at 3o 1. and are riſing in

value. The intended branch of the Cheſter canal, from Wardle-heath to Mid

dlewich, has not been yet executed.

The Peak-foreſt canal, the firſt ačt for which paſſed in 1794, enters Cheſhire

from Lancaſhire, croſſing the river Tame at Dukenfield, and paſſing through the

townſhips of Hyde, Wernith, Bredbury, Romiley, Marple, and Diſley, quits the

county near Whaley-Bridge. This canal is carried over the river Merſey near

Marple, by an aquedućt of three arches of ſixty feet ſpan, and ſeventy-eight feet

height, the whole being Ioo feet in height. *

‘Roads.

'ONE of the great roads from London to Holy-head enters Cheſhire in the town

'ſhip of Bridgemere, one hundred and ſixty-two miles from London, paſſes through

Bridgemere, near Doddington-Hall, between Walgherton and Wybunbury;

through Stapeley to Nantwich ; thence through A&ton, Hurleſton, Stoke, Bar

bridge, Wardle, between Alphraham and Tilſton-Fernall to Tarporley; thence

through Cotton, Duddon, and Tarvin, by Stanford Bridge to Cheſter; three

miles and a half beyond which it enters Flintſhire, at Bretton, paſſing through this

county for about thirty miles. All the roads from London to Mancheſter paſs

through a portion of this county: one of theſe enters Cheſhire near Church

Lawton, about one hundred and fifty-ſix miles from London, paſſes through

Odd-Rode, Smallwood, Brereton, Holmes-Chapel, Cranage, Alloſtock, near

Over-Peover to Knutsford; thence through Mere, up Bucklow-hill, near

Roſtherne, between Dunham-Maffey, and Bowden to Altrincham, thence to

Croſs-ſtreet in Aſhton, a little beyond which it quits the county. The road from

London to Mancheſter, by way of Leek, enters Cheſhire not far from Boſley-mills,

paſſes through Boſley, and a little to the left of Sutton to Macclesfield; thence

between Preſtbury and Bollington, near Butley and Adlington; through Poynton,

Norbury and Bullock's-Smithy (in Torkington), to Stockport. The road from

London to Mancheſter, through Buxton and Matlock, enters this county at

Whaley-bridge in Taxall, and paſſes by Hoo-Lane, and Bullock's-Smithy, to

Stockport.

º See P. 423. --

r The
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The road from London to Liverpool enters Cheſhire at Lawton, paſſes through

Moreton, and Aſtbury, to Congleton; thence through Marton and Siddington, to

Monks-heath; through Chelford and Ollerton, to Knutsford; thence through

Mere, High-Legh, near Groppenhall, and through Latchford, to Warrington:

from Monks-heath another turnpike road branches of through Alderley, Chorley,

Wilmſlow, Handforth, and Cheadle, towards Mancheſter.

From Stockport there is a turnpike road through Hyde, Hatterſley, Mottram,

and Tintwiſtle, by Woodhead-Chapel, leading on the right towards Barnſley,

and on the left towards Huddersfield, in the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire. From

Macclesfield there is a turnpike-road by Walkers-Barn, the new Inn, Stoney-gate

way, and the Moſs-houſe, to Buxton; and another road through Hurdesfield,

Rainow, and Kettlehulne, and near Taxall, leading towards Buxton and Chapel.

in-Frith, from Macclesfield, toward Liverpool; this road paſſes through Birtles,

and joins the London and Liverpool road at Monks-heath.

. A road from London to Warrington 4 enters Cheſhire near Lawton, paſſes

through that village by Dean-hill to Sandbach; through Middlewich, Boſtock,

Davenham, Northwich, Great-Budworth, and Stretton, to Latchford, oppoſite .

Warrington. -

The road from Cheſter to Mancheſter, by way of Warrington, paſſes through

Flookerſbrook, Hoole, and Mickle-Trafford, near Plemſtall, through Bridge

Trafford, Dunham on-the-Hill, Hapsford, near Helſby, through Netherton to

Frodſham; thence through Sutton, Preſton-on-the-Hill, Dareſbury, and the two

Waltons, to Warrington. The road from Cheſter to Mancheſter, by way of

Northwich, paſſes through Tarvin and Kelſall, acroſs Delamere foreſt, by Sandy

way-head, and Hartford, to Northwich ; thence through Mere, up Bucklow-hill,

having Roſtherne and Bowden on the right, and Dunham-park, on the left, it

paſſes to Altrincham, three miles beyond which, a little beyond Croſs-ſtreet, it

reaches the Merſey. A turnpike road to Knutsford branches off from this road in

the townſhip of Over-Tabley, five miles beyond Northwich, and within two miles

of Knutsford.

There is a turnpike road' from Northwich through Leftwich, Davenham,

Boſtock, Stanthorne, and Newton, to Middlewich. The turnpike road from

Cheſter to Middlewich, branches off at the nine-mile-ſtone on the foreſt of

Delamere, which it croſſes, to Over; and proceeds over Winsford-bridge, through

" Another road from London to Warrington, being compriſed within the road from London

to Liverpool, is deſcribed above. * The ancient road from Northwich to Middlewich,

which is not now a turnpike road, took the courſe of the Roman road, which is deſcribed in

P. 433. 435.

Vol. II. 3 I Newton
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Newton to Middlewich. From Tarporley is a turnpike road, which goes over

Delamere foreſt, throughWeverham, over A&on-bridge acroſs the Weever, through

Bartington, Higher and Lower-Whitley, to Stretton, where it joins the road from

Northwich to Warrington. -

The turnpike road from Whitchurch to Nantwich paſſes through Newhall, Aſton,

and Soond; a turnpike road from Drayton to Nantwich paſſes through Audlem,

Hankelow, and Stapeley. The road from Whitchurch to Cheſter enters Cheſhire at

Grindley-brook, paſſes through Tuſhingham, Hampton, Duckington, Broxton,

and Chowley, by Barns-hill, through Handley, and near Waverton and Chriſtleton:

a turnpike road branching off from this road, near Barn-hill, paſſes through.

Clutton, Barton, and Farndon, towards Wrexham.

There is no turnpike road to the town of Malpas, the road from Whitchurch to

Cheſter, paſſes through the pariſh about eight miles, from Grindley-brook to:

Chowley. The road from Cheſter to Wrexham paſſes through Belgrave and,

Pulford, and quits the county a little beyond the five-mile-ſtone.

The road from Cheſter to Liverpool, paſſes by Upton, through Backford,

Great and Little-Sutton, Childer-Thornton, Eaſtham, Bromborough, Bebington,

and Transmore, to the Wood-ſide, or Birkenhead-ferry, oppoſite to Liverpool, with:

intermediate roads to the ſeveral ferries of Eaſtham or Carlett, Royal-Rock, Tran

more, and New-ferry. The road from Cheſter to Parkgate, whence packets ſail:

for Ireland, paſſes through Little-Mollington, the townſhip of Shotwick, and the

town of Great-Neſton; this road is continued acroſs the hundred of Wirral,.

through Thornton-Mayo, to Great-Bebington, where it joins the road from

Cheſter to Liverpool. By this route the Iriſh and Cheſter mails are gonveyed,

from Tranmore-ferry acroſs the Merſey to Liverpool.

Manufactures.

THE Manufa&ures of thoſe important articles of food, cheeſe, and ſalt, have

been already treated of, under the head of Produce; in addition to what has

been there ſaid it may be mentioned, that ſalt is manufactured at Frodſham,

where there are no brine-pits, from rock-ſalt, brought by the canal from North

wich, mixed with the water of the Merſey. The cotton manufacture is carried

on to a conſiderable extent in ſeveral parts of the county, particularly at Stock

port and in its vicinity, at Wilmſlow; Macclesfield, and Congleton. Mr. Bott's

cotton-works at Nantwich, are very extenſive, and employ ſeveral hundred

hands. A conſiderable quantity of muſlin is made at Macclesfield, and in Stock

port and its neighbourhood; and ſome calicoe at Macclesfield, where the fuſtian

Illaſill
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manufacture has been dropped : there are ſilk mills at Macclesfield, Congleton, and

Stockport. The manufačture of twiſt-buttons, which was formerly very extenſive,

at Macclesfield and in its neighbourhood, has much declined, but is ſtill continued

in a ſmall degree; the weaving of ribbands is carried on pretty extenſively at

Congleton, and that of ſilk handkerchiefs at Macclesfield; where ſilk-ferret alſo

is made: at Knutsford is a conſiderable manufacture of thread, which has been

eſtabliſhed many years. The manufacture of hats, for exportation, at Stockport;

of ſhoes at Sandbach, and Nantwich, and of gloves at Cheſter, and Nantwich, is

extenſive. At Altrincham is a manufacture for turning bobbins, worked by ſteam.

At Thelwall is a large manufacture of gun-powder: at Cheſter ſome conſiderable

works for making ſhot, and the manufacture of white and red lead: at Eaton

in the pariſh of Aſtbury, are mills for making braſs-wire, and rolling copper

ſheets and bolts: ſome woollen-cloths are made at the north-eaſt extremity of the

county, in the pariſh of Mottram. Tanning is carried to a great extent throughout

the whole county of Cheſter, more particularly in the middle, and northern parts.

The calamine and braſs-works at Macclesfield, and the braſs-battery-works at

Boſley, have been diſcontinued many years. The manufacture of tobacco-pipes

at Cheſter, formerly very extenſive, is now inconfiderable. ,

ANTIQUITIES.

Roman Antiquities.—Few Roman Antiquities have been diſcovered in this county,

except within the walls of the city of Cheſter, which was for more than 200 years

the ſtation of the twentieth legion. Ralph Higden, the monk of Cheſter, who

wrote in the fourteenth century, ſpeaks of ſubterraneous paſſages, “ lapides opere

mirabiliter tº/ludinata, triclinia concamerata,” and of Roman coins as foundt, here

in his time. -

No part of the original Roman wall of Cheſter now exiſts, though the preſent

wall, no doubt, ſtands on the ſame foundation. The Roman pavement is often

diſcovered, at the depth of four feet below the modern, in the principal ſtreets,

which, in all probability, ran in the ſame direction as thoſe of the Roman city.

The old Eaſt-gate, which was taken down in the year 1766, was evidently a

Roman work', it conſiſted of two circular arches, formed of very large ſtones, the

pier between them, being in the middle of the ſtreet, which is in the line of the

Watling-ſtreet. There ſtill remains a circular arch in the lower part of the wall,
º

! Figured in Stukeley’s Itin. Vol. ii. plate 65, and in Pennant's Wales. Vol. i. p. 114.

3 I 2 3t
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at a ſmall diſtance to the weſtward of the bridge; it is called the Ship-gate, or

Hole-in-the-Wall, and ſeems to be of Roman workmanſhip.

On a piece of ſandſtone rock, in a cloſe on the ſouth ſide of the river, nearly

oppoſite to the caſtle, and facing the remains of a Roman road, leading towards

Bangor, is a figure of Minerva, with an altar by her ſide, very rudely ſculptured

in bas relief; it has of late years been daubed over with paint".

Conſiderable remains of Roman buildings have been, at different times, diſco

vered within the walls of Cheſter; ſome of theſe, which were noticed a century

ago, are ſtill in exiſtence, conſiſting of an hypocauſt, fifteen feet long, and eight

wide, with an adjoining chamber or prafurnium, of the ſame dimenſions; they

are ſituated at the back of a ſmith's ſhop, under the Feathers' Inn in Bridge

ſtreet. This hypocauſt is ſupported by twenty-eight pillars of ſtone, two feet

eight inches high , and one foot ſquare at the top and bottom. Over theſe pillars

are placed bricks, eighteen inches ſquare, and three inches thick: which ſupport

others, two feet ſquare ; perforated with ſmall holes, about fix inches aſunder; im

mediately over this uppermoſt layer of bricks is a terrace floor, compoſed of ſeveral

layers of lime, pounded bricks, &c. in different proportions and degrees of fineneſs.

Another hypocauſt, and the remains of ſeveral adjoining rooms of a Roman houſe,

were diſcovered in the year 1779, in digging the foundation of houſes near the

Water-gate; but no part of them was preſerved. Part of a moſaic pavement,

about five feet ſquare, was diſcovered in the year 1803, about ſix feet below

the ſurface of the earth, on digging a cellar in the Nuns' gardens, near the

caſtle".

Several Roman inſcribed altars have been found within the city of Cheſter :

the firſt diſcovery of this kind we find recorded, is an altar, dedicated to Jupiter,

with the Britiſh addition of Tanarus *, or the Thunderer. This altar, which is

formed of the crumbling ſand-ſtone of the place, was found on digging a cellar

in the Foregate-ſtreet, in the year 1653; and is now preſerved among the

Arundelian marbles at Oxford. The ſurface is ſo much decompoſed, that

very few leters of the inſcription are now to be traced ; indeed it appears to

have been in an imperfect ſtate in Horſley's time 7. On the authority of Dr.

* It has been figured in Horſley's Britannia Romana, Pennant’s Wales, and Gough’s Camden,

but in none of them correótly. See the plan and ſection, p. 431. * Horſley's Brit. Rom. p. 318.

* From a drawing which we have ſeen of a ſmall portion of this pavement, it appears to

have been of a coarſe kind, and the ornaments by no means elegant.

* It is probable that this was a blunder of the ſtone-cutter, and that it ſhould have been

Taranus ; Taran, in the Britiſh is Thunder, and Taranus thundering. See Owen's Welſh Dictionary,

in verbo. 2 See his Britiſh Rom. p. 315.

Prideaux,
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Prideaux, and of Randal Holme *, who was a native of Cheſter, and took a

copy ſoon after the altar was diſcovered; it appears to have run thus:

“ I. O. M. TANARO. T. ELVPIVS. GALER. PRAESENS. GvRTA. PRI,

LEG. XX. V.V. COMMODO. ET. LATERANO. COS". V. S. L. M.”

On one fide of this altar is the figure of a praft riculum, or pitcher, in bas

relief; and on the other a ſort of patera ; the back is plain, the upper part of the

front is elegantly ornamented *. -

In the year 1693 another altar was diſcovered, in digging a cellar in the Eaſt

gate-ſtreet, at the depth of about two feet, with a ſtone about two feet ſquare,

and one thick, which appeared to have been its pedeſtal; near it were found the

heads, horns, and bones of oxen, and other animals". This altar was, for many

years, in the poſſeſſion of Joſeph Dyſon Eſq., alderman of Cheſter; it now

belongs to the Rev. Charles Preſcot, great nephew of Mr. Preſcot, who poſſeſſed

it in Horſley's time: the inſcription, which is very legible, runs thus:

“PRO. SAL. DOMINORVM. NN. INVICTISSIMORVM. AvGG, GENIO.

LOCI. FLAVIVS. LONG. TRIB.. MIL. LEG. XX. ....... LONGINVS.

FIL. E.IVs. DOMO. SAMOSATA. V. S.” -

This altar is ornamented with rude ſculptures in bas-relief on, the top, back, and

fides: that on the back, repreſents a piece of drapery, with ſeveral ſorts of fruits

over it; on one of the fides is the figure of a Genius, as uſually repreſented,

with an altar and Cornucopia ; and on the other a vaſe, filled with acanthus

leaves, ſupporting a plate of fruit: within the thuribulum on the top, is a man's

head, with a cloſe cap, in a circular compartment ‘.

A third altar, dedicated to Fortuna redux, Eſculapius & Salus, was diſ.

covered near the Water-gate, in the year 1779, at the ſame time with the

remains of an hypocauſt, &c. before noticed: this is now in the poſſeſſion

of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton'. The lower part of the inſcription was

* See his Acad. of Armoury, book iii. p. 464. * Guntia is ſuppoſed to denote the

place from whence the perſon dedicating the altar came, there having been a town of that name in

Windelicia. See. Horſley’s Brit. Rom, p. 315. * A. D. 154.

* The figure in the laſt edit. of the Marmora Oxonienſia is pretty correót, thoſe in Gale's

Antoninus, and in Horſley, are by no means ſatisfactory. * As deſcribed by Mr. Hen.

Preſcot. See Leigh's Nat. Hiſt, of Lancaſhire, and Cheſhire, book iii. p. 21.

* See the annexed plate. * See the plate, P. 439,

a good
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a good deal injured, at the time of its diſcovery; the following is ſo much of it

as is ſtill legible.

“ FORTVNAE. REDVCI. FSCVLAP. F.T. SALVTI. I. IV.S. LIBERT. ET.

FAMILIA....... PONT. T. F. CAL. MAMIL. . . . RVFI. . . . TISTIANI F.

FVNSVI.. N. VETTON... NI. LEG. AvG. D. D.” º

The ſides of this altar are ornamented with the ſymbols of Fortune, and

Fſculapius; and with inſtruments of ſacrifice, ſculptured in bas-relief; it ſtands on

a plinth two feet ſquare, ſimilar to that diſcovered with the laſt-mentioned altar.

Many bricks, tiles, &c. have been found in Cheſter, with theſe letters,

LEG. xx. v. v. ſtamped on them; alluding to the twentieth legion, ſtationed

there, which was entitled Valens and Vićtrix. -

In Horſley’s Britannia Romana", is the figure of a ſtone, found in the year

1729, in digging a cellar for Mr. Dyſon, in Water-gate-ſtreet, with an inſcription,

of which the following fragment only remained,

“ NVMINI. AVG.. . . . ALMAECEIT. . . . . MVSACTCR..... EXVOTO. FACI.”

this he confiders as too imperfect to afford any ſatisfactory conjećture. Cam

den mentions twenty pigs of lead, found upon the ſhore near Runcorn, whilſt

he was correcting Dr. Holland's Tranſlation of his Britannia', with this In

ſcription: - - -

“ IMP. DOMIT. AVG. GER. D.E. CEANG.”

on the one ſide; and on the other,

« IMP. VESP. VII. T. IMP. V. COSS.”

Horſley obſerves", that “Camden gives us this account only from hearſay, and

he therefore confiders theſe inſcriptions, as being of doubtful authority: which is

rendered more ſo, by giving at the ſame time the title of imperator to Veſ.

paſian, Titus, and Domitian.” It is not known whence came the Inſcription,

DEAE. NvAIPHAE. BRIG., which was firſt noticed by Selden, and afterwards

given by Gale, in his Commentary on the Itinerary of Antoninus, among the

Cheſter Inſcriptions.

Horſley deſcribes a ſmall ſtatue of ſtone, found near the river of Cheſter ,

(in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Preſcot) : “it had a Phrygian bonnet, and held a torch,

* The names of Pontiuſ, Mamilianuſ, Antiſtianus & Weltonanur, which appear to be the family

names in this inſcription, are all of them to be found in Gruter’s “ Corpus Inſcriptionum.”

* P. 192. N. 67. ‘fig. VI. ‘See Holland's Camden’s Britannia (fol. 1637.)

p. 61 r. * Brit. Rom, p. 316. ! Ibid, it is figured at p. 192.

N. 67.5g. 5.
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as was ſuppoſed, at each end :” it was conjećtured to have been deſigned for

either Atys, or Mithras. On pulling down the old Eaſt-gate, a piece of rude

ſculpture, about two feet in height, repreſenting a Roman ſoldier was diſcovered;

which was preſerved for ſeveral years in the garden of Mr. Lawton "; but it is

not there now, nor could we learn whether it be at preſent in exiſtence. In the

year 1738, in digging the foundation of a houſe in the market-place, the fragment

of a ſtone tile was diſcovered, with the figure of a Retiarius, and part of the

ſhield and ſpear of the Secutor" in bas-relief, it is now in the poſſeſſion of Henry,

Potts Eſq. Great abundance of the red Samian ware ", and other kinds of pottery,

and many coins, and other Roman relicks, have been frequently found in digging

foundations within the walls of Cheſter. º

Britiſh and Roman Roads ; and Roman Stations "..—“The Romans having.

placed one of their principal towns in Cheſhire, and from its convenience, as a .

military poſt, fixed there the head-quarters of one of the three legions which

formed the ſtanding army of Britain, we muſt expect of courſe to find

many roads within the limits of the county; and this is remarkably the

caſe, with reſpect to detached parts of roads; the nature of the ſoil having

operated ſtrongly againſt their preſervation in an intire ſtate. There is alſo

one road, which from its name, and the nature of its courſe, was, probably,

more ancient than the Roman times, and has a claim to be conſidered as ,

Britiſh.” -

This Britiſh road, which was called the Watling:/irect, and is met with under

that name in the northern counties, and even in Scotland, ſeems to have formed

the great communication between the north-eaſt parts of Britain and the Welſh

coaſt oppoſite Dublin; as the ſouthern-ſtreet, of the ſame name, did between .

the ſouth-eaſt ſhore and the ſame point; the uſe of both being probably the

fame, to convey ſlaves, hides, and poſſibly the precious metals, with which Ireland

then abounded, to different parts of the iſland; and eſpecially to ſuch ports.

as might be frequented by the continental merchants. Nor let us be ſtartled at

* Penant's Wales, Vol. i. p. 115. " See the annexed figure; an engraving of it was

publiſhed by the Society of Antiquaries ſoon after it was diſcovered, being the 65th plate of the

firſt Vol. of the Monumenta Vetuſta, which is by no means accurate.

* On different fragments found at the caſtle, in the year 1789, in the poſſeſſion of the Rev. Thomas

Crane, are ſtamped the following inſcriptions. \

“I IVNV.—SEV.... — BELINOIM. —ALBINVS. — BITVRIXF. —ATILLVS.–

VA RIVS F. — I + OFFIC.–C RESIM.–PVONIM,- Ezo CV90 IM.” -

* Communicated by the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne.

VoI. II. * 3 I 4. this.
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this idea of Britiſh roads, and Britiſh commerce; the commerce of that people

muſt have been of ſome conſequence, which could have furniſhed a naval force

to the aſſiſtance of their allies, the Veneti, when attacked by Caeſar: and be our

idea of their barbarous ſtate what it may, they could not be more uncivilized

than the ſavages of New Zealand are at preſent ; who, it appears from authority

not to be diſputed, (though like the Britiſh tribes engaged perpetually in the moſt

ferocious wars with each other,) have cut a large road through the whole length

of their country, from north to ſouth, for the convenience of their ſcanty com

merce ". This road then, which I ſuppoſe to have been made by the earlieſt in

habitants of Britain, enters Cheſhire from the north by the ford over the Merſey,

at Stretford; as the part of it here deſcribed was in the line between the Roman

towns of Mancunium and Condate; it was adopted in later times, by theſe people,

as their own; and marks of the elevated creſt, peculiar to their military ways,

ſtill appear in it; but a little ſouth-weſt of Bucklow-hill, the roads ſeem to have

divided, the Roman road, as traced by Mr. Whitaker, continued with its creſt

once evident, though now much defaced, towards Kinderton, under the appel

lation of Kind-ſtreet; while the Britiſh way purſued its old direction, through

Northwich, over Delamere foreſt to Cheſter, and the coaſt of Caernarvonſhire :

indeed it is by no means improbable, that the Romans might have uſed this road

over the foreſt alſo ; but no traces of its ever having been raiſed, are viſible in

any part of it.

The Roman road from Mancheſter to Kinderton has been ſo carefully followed

by the intelligent antiquary above-mentioned, that nothing can be added to his

account of it". The road having croſſed the ford of the Merſey, continues along

the lane to the village of Croſs-ſtreet, proceeds through it to Broad-heath, where

(the preſent road bending to the left towards Altrincham) the Roman way keeps

the middle of the heath, and enters the new incloſures beyond it; here it was

diſcovered on cutting the canal which croſſes its line; it then is ſeen in the in

cloſures about Oldfield-Hall, and in a lately incloſed field beyond, it is ſtill raiſed

ſeveral yards, and in croſſing the adjoining moſs, is known by the name of Upcaſt.

It now aſcends the hills, enters Dunham-park, having communicated the name

of Street-head to the height, and croſſing the Bollin, falls again into the modern

road at New-bridge: this is demonſtrated, by the whole road from New-bridge,

through Bucklow-hill, to Mere-town, being ſtill peculiarly called the Street: about

two miles beyond Bucklow-hill it is called Holford (probably Old ford) ſtreet,

* See the Map of New Zealand in Collins's Account of the Engliſh Colony at New South Wales.

: Hiſtory of Mancheſter, Vol. i. p. 96. (2d edition) do. p. 146.

§ and
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and in half a mile more (the great road bearing for Northwich, the Roman road

to the left); in that line, at a mile's diſtance, appears a broad lane, running ſtrait for

four or five miles, and known by the name of Kind-ſtreet; it leaves Rudheath on

the left, and Newton on the right; paſſes through Ravenſcroft, to the right of

the bridge, and enters the field called the Harbour-field, in the pariſh of Kinderton,

a parallelogram of ten acres ſituated between the Croco and Dane, with a ſtrong

foſſe remaining on the other and leſs defenſible fides. Here is ſuppoſed to have

been the ſtation of Condate. *

It is certainly a ſtrong confirmation of this hypotheſis, that many ancient roads

are ſtill viſible, pointing to or from Kinderton: one proceeding by Park-hall (which

itands upon it), enters the adjoining cloſes, where the ridge is quite plain, and

about five miles from Kinderton, falls into the road to Nantwich, and continues

with it for near a mile, then enters the fields again, and croſſes a ſmall river three

quarters of a mile from Marſhfield bridge; about two miles farther it paſſes over

Stanford bridge, bearing ſtrait acroſs Bromhallg-reen, through Shropſhire to the

itation of Wroxeter.

A ſecond road leads from Kinderton towards Sandbach, which it leaves half a

mile to the eaſt, and paſſing by Betley, enters Staffordſhire, where it can be traced

to a conſiderable diſtance, being the great Roman way from Mancheſter and the

north of England, to Worceſter and the ſtations on the Severn. A third road

by way of Street-forge and Red-ſtreet, connected Kinderton with the ſtation of

Cheſterton, near Newcaſtle under Line; it correſponded, as I conceive, with the

tenth iter of Antonine, and Cheſterton is the Mediolanum of that iter; of which

circumſtance I ſhall treat more at large when I come to examine the Roman

towns in Staffordſhire.

A fourth Roman way is conjećtured to have gone by Holme-ſtreet hall, over

the foreſt from Kinderton to Cheſter, falling in probably, in the latter part of its

courſe, with the old Watling-ſtreet in its way from Northwich, and proceeding

with it by Stanford bridge to the eaſt gate of the Roman ſtation; it is alſo ex

tremely probable (as Mr. Whitaker had conjećtured) that a fifth road led from

Kinderton to Warrington, and that the Kind-ſtreet, which we before mentioned,

having thrown off the Mancheſter road a little to the eaſt of Northwich, con

tinued its ſtrait line through the village of Stretton, and to the Ford over the

Merſey at Warrington; thus opening a communication between Cheſhire and

the whole weſtern coaſt of Lancaſhire. Warrington itſelf is ſuppoſed by the

ſame antiquary to be the Veratinum of Ravennas, which that geographer ſeems

to place ſomewhere in the neighbourhood of Cheſter.

Wol, IL 3 K i This
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This county is traverſed by other roads of conſiderable importance, ſeveral of

which bear, as may be expected, for Cheſter itſelf. One of theſe is the road

from Colcheſter, diſcovered by Dr. Maſon ; the courſe of which through

Cambridgeſhire, in its way to Leiceſter, we have already traced with great

certainty. From Leiceſter it proceeded through Staffordſhire, to the ſtation of

Cheſterton, near Newcaſtle; and at the ſecond bottom to the north of Cheſterton,

bears for Nantwich, under the name of the Watling-ſtreet, for a reaſon we before

explained; the turnpike road, ſince the time of Dr. Maſon has nearly obliterated

it, except about Bunbury, where the modern road declines to the right, while the

Roman way keeps ſtrait under the north-eaſt fide of Beeſton-hill, on which, being ſo

commanding a ſituation, there was probably a poſt for the protećtion of travellers,

and from whence the line of the old road is plainly to be diſtinguiſhed for about

two miles and a half, when the turnpike road again joins it, and proceeds with

it to Cheſter.

From the South gate of the ſtation at Cheſter, a great road runs ſtrait to.

Eccleſton, viſible in the field on the left of the preſent turnpike road; it goes

through Eaton-Park, and croſſes the Dee at Oldford, proceeds to Caldecot,

near Stretton, by Shocklach church, which ſtands on it; Broughton-church,

and Sarnbridge to Banchor, from whence one branch of it continued to the

Mediolanum of Antonine's ſecond iter, which was probably on the banks of the

Verniew, and the other bears through Shropſhire for Wroxeter, being evidently the

road travelled in the firſt iter of Richard.

From the Weſt-gate of the certain Roman ſtation of Melandra caſtle in

Derbyſhire, iſſues a road' evidently pointing for Stockport, as appears by the

gravel ſtill often dug up in its courſe; but no one has yet had the curioſity to trace

it through any part of North Cheſhire.

Mr. Whitaker has proved that other roads, from different parts of Lancaſhire,

muſt have paſſed the Merſey, and entered Cheſhire at this ſame point of Stock

port. One of theſe was the Roman road from Mancheſter to Buxton, which

muſt have continued in or near the line of the preſent turnpike road; and a

ſecond, preſerving its bearing from Caſtleſhaw in Yorkſhire, through the ſouth-eaſt

part of Lancaſhire, ſeems to paſs through Stockport, in a line for Handford and

Kinderton, an idea to which the village of Street lying exačtly in this direction,

and the name of the Pepper-ſtreet given to part of the road itſelf, ſeems to

give ſome confirmation. I mention theſe, however, as deſerving the attention of

future travellers. -

* See Archaeol. Vol. iii.

The
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The great road, mentioned by Camden, between Northwich and Middlewich,

as “raiſed with gravel to ſuch a height, as to be readily known for a Roman

work,” was undoubtedly the Kind-ſtreet, or Roman road from Mancheſter to

Kinderton, which I have already mentioned ; little of it now remains, except

its ancient ſtrait line and name; the gravel, and other materials, of which it was

compoſed, became ſo great an object of plunder to the neighbouring farmers,

that the ridge, high as it may have been in Camden's time, is now nearly

defaced. At this work I have often found perſons employed, in all the different

counties of England, as the ſtones, the clay, or the gravel, of which the Roman

road was compoſed, happened to be ſcarce in the particular diſtrićt ; and to this

cauſe we muſt attribute the difficulty we now find in tracing roads, which

in the times of our anceſtors were raiſed (as Camden obſerves) to ſo great

a height, as ſtill appears on Bramham-moor, Lincoln-heath, and a few other

places; and the uncertainty with which I have been often forced to ſpeak of their

courſe in this particular county, where ſo many pieces of them ſtill exiſt, and

names derived from them, ſeem remarkably to abound.

We have thus finiſhed as much as is known of the roads in Cheſhire. Of the

Roman ſtations, one only is fixed, beyond a doubt; the ſite of the others is leſs

certain. Cheſter is one of the towns, which, like London, York, Bath, and a few

others, is univerſally allowed to be Roman ; it was called by this people Deva,

from the river which runs by its walls: and as early as the time of Agricola, or

at leaſt not long after ‘; they fixed here the head-quarters of the twentieth

legion, which, according to the military praćtice of the Romans, remained at

Cheſter for upwards of two hundred years. It is not meant that the main body

of the legion did not march into the field, whenever its ſervices were required;

but here they returned in winter, leaving detachments of their auxiliaries, to

ſecure the proper poſts in the conquered country; here their wives and children

remained in ſecurity during the campaign; and here a numerous and warlike

race of young men were continually growing up to fill their ranks, who, though

natives of Britain, had no religion, intereſt, or manners but their's, and in fact

no country but the camp of the legion itſelf. The different fortreſſes in Cheſhire

were garriſoned by the legionaries, the more diſtant dependencies, as I have ſaid,

by its auxiliary cohorts: the whole amounting to near 13,000 men, a force

fully ſufficient to keep all this part of the country in conplete ſubjection: but

the natives of Wales may refle& with ſome degree of pride, that the ſpirit of their

gallant anceſtors appeared ſo formidable to their conquerors, as to make them

* See the laſcription in Horſley's Cheſhire, N° 3.

3 K 2 quarter
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quarter one of the three legions which formed the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, on their

ſouthern, and another on their northern borders, while the third was thought

ſufficient to repel all the efforts of the other Britons. -

Cheſter, from this circumſtance of having, for above two centuries, remained

one of the moſt important military poſts of the Romans in Britain, and, if we

may rely on the teſtimony of Richard of Cirenceſter, been honoured with the

title of a colony, may be ſuppoſed to have been filled with altars, teſlelated

pavements, and other remains of their magnificence; and ſuch appears to have

been the caſe by the antiquities above deſcribed, which have been found there.

That Cheſter was the Deva of the Romans is therefore a matter beyond all

controverſy.

Of another Roman town, which appears from the Itineraries to have been

within the limits of Cheſhire, the ſituation has been the ſubject of confiderable

doubt. This is Condate, which Antonine makes eighteen miles from Mancunium,

and Richard, in one place, twenty-three, and in another no leſs than thirty-ſix.

Camden, led (as he was ſometimes too much inclined) by the reſemblance of the

name, placed it, without any other reaſon, at Congleton; both Horſley and Stukeley

ſuppoſed it to be at Northwich; and Mr. Whitaker, with more probability, at

Kinderton near Middlewich : the three firſt named antiquaries have produced no

reaſon for their conjećtures; Stukeley confeſſes he “reſts only on the diſtances,”

which as they do not agree with one another can prove but a feeble ſupport;.

and Horſley allows “he knows nothing at Northwich, which has the appear

ance of being antique.” A modern writer" prefers Middlewich itſelf, as the

ſite of this ſtation, but he has ſcarcely produced an argument in its favour,

which will not equally ſuit the neighbouring poſition of Kinderton, except ſome

reaſoning from the appearance of the road in Cary’s map, which ſeems to end

at the former of theſe places, rather than the latter; but we ſhould remember

that the ſurveyor of a country, for the purpoſe of a modern map, not being

direéted to attend to Roman roads, and, perhaps, not underſtanding thein, even

if ſo dire&ed, would, of neceſſity, carry on the line to the larger town, where

the convenience of the preſent age has of courſe made a way, without regarding

where the bank of gravel, the only mark of the Roman road, might deviate, or

ceaſe. The arguments of Mr. Whitaker, who traced the road from Mancheſter

to Kinderton, where its name of Kind-ſtreet is loſt, the very ingenious method

by which he rectifies the contradićtory numbers of the Itineraries”, and the

fortification diſcovered by him, and Mr. Percival, in the Harbour or Harborough

* See Reynolds's Comment on Antonine's Itin. p. 197. * P. IoI.

field,
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field, appear to me confiderably ſtronger in favour of this hypotheſis, than any

thing that has been produced againſt it, at the ſame time the abſence of all

Roman remains 7 makes me cautious in pronouncing decidedly in favour of

Condate being at Kinderton, though I ſee no other place which can produce pre

tenſions in any degree to be compared with it. - -

In theſe conteſts of our zealous antiquaries, though I make no ſcruple of

declaring whoſe conjećture appears to me to carry with it the greateſt degree of

probability, I do not hold myſelf juſtified in pronouncing a decided opinion,

except I find myſelf ſupported by what are to me the convincing proofs of Roman

Towns, viz. Roman remains being found on the ſpot, Roman roads meeting at it,

and the diſtances (if the diſtances are mentioned in the Itineraries) agreeing with

ſome degree of plauſiblity. -

Mr. Whitaker has conjećtured alſo, that Roman poſts were fixed at Stockport,

Stretford, and Warrington; and then he ventures to give the names of the two

laſt, viz. Ad Fines, and Veratinum; it is certain that the poſition of them all on

a river of ſuch importance as the Merſey, the Roman roads bearing to all, and

the probability that places of this kind, ſo near the head quarters of the legion,

would be protećted by ſome of its detatched cohorts, make in favour of the

hypotheſis; but it is a matter on which, agreeable to the poſition I have juſt

made, I cannot ſpeak with any ſort of certainty, till the coins, or other diſtin

guiſhing marks of this people, have been diſcovered on the ſpot.”

Ancient Church Archite&ure.—The moſt conſiderable remains of Saxon Archi

te&ure in this county, and apparently the moſt ancient, are in St. John's church,

without the walls of Cheſter, formerly collegiate. It has been aſſerted on the

authority of Roger Hoveden, that this building was erected about the year 906, by

Ethelred Duke of Mercia, and his wife Ethelfleda; but the paſſage in that hiſtorian

does no more than raiſe a probable conjećture, that it might have been built about

that time, when the city of Cheſter was reſtored by the command of thoſe illuſ.

trious perſons. Whenever it might have been originally built, this edifice appears

to have been repaired by Leofric Earl of Mercia, who died in the year 1057.

A portion of the nave, which is now uſed as the pariſh church, is, for the moſt.

part, of Saxon architecture, and in the ſtyle of the eleventh century; which

renders it probable that it might have been a part of what was built in the time

of Earl Leofric. In the annexed ground-plan of this building, theſe more ancient

parts are expreſſed by a darker, the Gothic additions by a fainter ſhading;

* We were informed on the ſpot, that fragments of bricks and pottery have been lately found by:

the Plough-men in the Harbour field,

and:
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and thoſe parts which are now entirely demoliſhed, are reſtored in dotted lines,

from a plan taken when they were in exiſtence, and now preſerved in the Britiſh

Muſeum ".

The four maſſy piers, ſurrounded with half pillars, having Saxon capitals,

and four plain ſemicircular arches (ſee the ground-plan, a)”, originally ſupported

a large ſquare tower, which fell down and deſtroyed a conſiderable part of the

choir, probably about the year 1470, when the roof was repaired and covered with

lead º. On either ſide of the nave is a range of maſſy pillars, each five feet fix

inches in diameter, with capitals variouſly ornamented, and ſemicircular arches:

four of theſe pillars remain on each ſide, where it appears, from the above

mentioned plan, that there were originally three others; over ſemicircular arches,

are galleries, formed by two other tiers of arches, in the ſtyle of the early

Gothic archite&ure. From ſome fragments, which appear on the outſide of the

eaſt wall, which was built in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, it appears that there

was an upper tier of ſhort pillars, and plain ſemicircular arches, over the ſemi

circular arches of the choir. Part of the eaſt end of the choir remains in ruins,

where is to be ſeen a large ſemicircular arch, with ſeveral plain mouldings, and ſome

capitals of pillars and half pillars, enriched with various ornaments *. It appears

from the ancient ground-plan above-mentioned, that this arch opened into a

receſs, being five fides of an octagon, intended, no doubt, for the high altar.

In the north wall of the nave of Cheſter cathedral, ſeveral circular arches

appear on the outſide, where the ſouth cloiſter formerly ſtood; and a cellar of the

biſhop's palace, adjoining the weſt end of the north aiſle of the nave, about

nineteen feet by ſeventeen, has a ſemicircular arch on the ſouth ſide, the piers

of which are ornamented with Saxon mouldings: theſe are probably as ancient

as the time of Earl Leofric, by whom the church was repaired in the eleventh

century. Adjoining the biſhop's palace, and the weſt cloiſter, is a building

ninety feet long, and thirty wide, with a row of ſhort circular pillars running

down the middle, from which ſpring diagonal vaultings of round arches. This

feems to be coèval with the other parts of the building above noticed ; and

was the great cellar under the abbot’s hall, which remained entire until the

year 1649".

At a ſmall diſtance, weſt of Preſtbury church, ſtands an ancient Saxon chapel,

now diſuſed ‘. At the weſt end is a door-way, ornamented with chevron, and other

• Harl. MSS. Nº 2c.73. f. 31. * Annexed to the account of monaſtic remains.

* See King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 74. * See the annexed plate. • Some of

theſe are exhibited in the annexed plate, fig. I, & 2. * Willis's Cathedrals, Vol. i. p. 321.

* It was fitted up by Sir W. Meredith, as a burial-place for his family.

* * Saxon
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Saxon mouldings, andwithin the arch is a rudely ſculptured bas-relief of our Saviour,

in an oval compartment, ſupported by angels; over the door-way is a range of ſeven

figures very coarſely executed; the middle one repreſents our Saviour, with the croſs

in his right hand, and a book in his left. A door-way, with a ſemicircular arch,

enriched with the chevron and other Saxon mouldings, is in a cellar of Norton

Priory; having, no doubt, belonged to the church of that monaſtery. The

weſtern part of the nave of Great-Bebington church; the weſt end of Birkenhead

chapel, and Bromborough-church, retain traces of the ſame kind of archite&ture:

the door-ways of Bromborough, Shocklach, and Shotwick churches, have ſemi

circular arches, enriched with Saxon mouldings; that of Over-church has a

pointed arch enriched in a ſimilar manner. There are alſo ſome remains of

Saxon architecture in Church-on-heath or Bruera-chapel, and in Coddington

and Ince churches.

XIIIth Century.—The cathedral church of Cheſter affords ſeveral elegant and

ſtriking examples of the early Gothic archite&ture, particularly the chapter-houſe,

and the ancient refečtory of the convent, part of which is now converted into a

ſchool room: the chapter-houſe has lancet-ſhaped windows, between which are

ſlender detached ſhafts, with rich foliated capitals. The veſtibule of this room

is a ſingular building, the groined roof being ſupported by pillars, which unite

with the groins without any capitals. The refe&tory muſt have been a very noble

room, it was ninety-eight feet in length, and thirty-four in width: the eaſt window

confiſts of ſeveral lancet-ſhaped lights, between which are ſlender pillars with

faſciae on the ſhafts; in the ſouth wall, at the eaſt end, is a ſtone ſtair-caſe, with

trefoil-headed arches open to the hall. We find no mention of the erection of

theſe buildings in any ancient writer, or in the Chronicle of the abbey "; but from

the ſtyle of their architecture, there ſeems to be little reaſon to doubt, that it took

place early in the thirteenth century; and it is probable, that the celebrated

Randal de Blundeville, Earl of Cheſter, who flouriſhed at that time, might have

been a benefactor to the abbey on this occaſion; eſpecially as the chapter-houſe

was the burial-place of the Earls of Cheſter. The ſtyle of the architecture does,

not by any means agree with the time of Randal the third Earl, who has been

ſuppoſed by ſome, to have been the founder of this edifice. The north aiſle of

the choir ſeems, from the form of the windows, to be not much more modern

than the laſt-mentioned building. The two upper tiers of arches in the nave

of St. John's church at Cheſter, which have cluſtered pillars with foliated capitals,

may alſo be referred to the early part of the thirteenth century.

"Not known to be now in exiſtence ; but there are copious extracts from it in Biſhop Gaſtrell's

Notitia,

5 XIVth,
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XIVth Century.—A great part of Cheſter cathedral appears to have been

re-built in this century “; the pillars of the choir and nave are maſſy and

cluſtered; the capitals of the former are plain, and thoſe of the latter are

much enriched with foliage; the arches are pointed, the part above them

appears to have been re-built at a later period, except the ſpace over one

arch, weſtward from the croſs, where the balluſtrade of a gallery is formed

of quatrefoils"; and where a break in the wall clearly indicates the begin

ning of the new work. Nantwich church is a very rich example of the ſtyle

of this century, and has undergone no alteration in its form; but the ex

ternal ornaments have ſuffered a good deal, from the decay of the crumbling

fand ſtone of which it is built. It is in the form of a croſs with an elegant

octangular tower in the middle, reſting on four arches, to the piers of which are

attached a number of pillars, having foliated capitals. The chancel is very light

and elegant, the windows being large and handſome, particularly the great

eaſtern one : the roof is of ſtone, and groined; at the interſection of the groins

are ſculptured orbs with a great variety of ornaments, among which are repre

ſentations of the Annunciation, the Crucifixion, and other ſubjects from the New

Teſtament. The wooden ſtalls round the chancel are fingularly elegant; a ſpecimen

of them is exhibited in the annexed plate.

The chancel of what was the Collegiate church of Bunbury, founded in the

eleventh year of King Richard II., remains in its original ſtate; the tracery of

the eaſt window is very elegant; the other parts of the church are more modern.

The tower of Wybunbury church is in the ſtyle of this century; it is a handſome

building with pinnacles: on the weſt fide is a door, having a nich on each ſide,

containing the mutilated image of an eccleſiaſtic; over theſe are other niches on

each ſide of a window with mutilated images, one of them of a lady in the dreſs

of Edward III.'s reign; over the window is a carving of God the Father holding

the crucifix.

XVth Century.—Mottram church is a large handſome Gothic building, erected

about the year 1487; the eaſtern part of Great-Bebington church is alſo in the ſtyle

of this century: the chancel has fide-aiſles, the windows are large and uniform,

and the fide walls beneath them are enriched with Gothic tracery; the pillars be

tween the body and aiſles of the chancel are cluſtered. Aſtbury church, one of

the handſomeſt in the county, is of the ſame ſtyle; the nave is very high and

lofty, with a very richly ornamented wooden roof, erected in the year 1647. The

* King's Vale Royal, part 2. p. 31. * The archite&ture of this part nearly reſembles

that of the choir of Carliſle cathedral, a work of the fourteenth century, where is a ſimilar

range of quatrefoils over the arches,

4. ſlave
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nave of Brereton church is a handſome uniform building, in the ſtyle of the

latter part of the fifteenth century: the windows are large and handſome, the

arches of them rather obtuſe; they were formerly enriched with painted glaſs, no

part of which now remains. The nave of Bunbury church is in the ſame ſtyle

as that of Brereton: there are eight large windows on each fide; it is ſeparated

from the ſide aiſles by five light cluſtered pillars, and obtuſe arches: the parapet

of the nave is not embattled, but is enriched with Gothic tracery. Several

parts of Cheſter cathedral were rebuilt, or repaired and altered in the latter end

of this century and the beginning of the next, under the auſpices of the Abbots

Ripley and Birkenſhaw, the former of whom was a great benefactor to the church.

The weſtern front º, the upper parts of the choir and nave; and part of the

north tranſept, and the cloiſters, were all of this date: their deſign appears to

have been to vault the nave and choir, but it was never completed; the be

ginning of the vaulting appears in ſeveral places. The cloiſters were a ſquare of

one hundred and ten feet; only the north, eaſt, and weſt fides now remain : in

the eaſt cloiſter is a large lavatory, like that at Glouceſter; the roof is groined

with ſtone, and ornamented at the interſe&tion of the groins with roſes, the

ſymbols of the Evangeliſts, and ſhields, on which are the arms of England and

of Cardinal Wolſey, and thoſe of the Earls of Cheſter.

Ancient Painted Glaſ.-Perhaps no county in England poſſeſſed a greater

number of curious remains of ancient painted glaſs, than that of Cheſter, in the

latter end of the fixteenth century; more eſpecially ſuch as preſerved the portraits

and armorial bearings of its numerous gentry: it is moſt probable that many ofthem

were demoliſhed by the puritans in the civil war. It appears, from a valuable volume

of manuſcript collections in the Britiſh Muſeum", containing ſlight ſketches of

ancient monuments, and painted glaſs, in the Cheſhire churches, taken in the

reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James I., that in Aſtbury church were portraits

of the families of Latham, Maſſey', and Moreton"; in the eaſt window of Bunbury

* It appears to have been their intention to have erected two towers at the weſt end; and theſe

muſt have been meant by “the ſteeple of the abbey,” which is ſaid to have been begun in 1508.

See King's Vale Royal, part i. p. 79. * Harl. MSS. 2151, Under the figure of a

knight kneeling, in plate armour and ſurcoat, on the north ſide of the church, was this inſcription :

“Orate pro bono ſlatu Robii Maſy arm’ et Petronille Conſortis ſue et Robti filii di Rolli Maſſy, qui

his fºntſrå fieri fºcêt ano 1493.”—There was another with the date of 1505.

* In the eaſt window were various portraits of knights and ladies, with this inſcription under

them : —“Orate pro aialus Radulf Moreton de Moreton Johis fri, ejuſ,' parentum Benoſidorº et

oiſm fidelium defundarit qui vitriacion; ſlius feng/?re fecerunt.” -

Vol. II. 3 L church
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church was a curious painting of the root of Jeſſe'; in the windows of Gawſworth

church were many portraits of knights and ladies of the families of Mainwarring

and Fitton; of the Boydells at Groppenhall"; of the Savages at Macclesfield, and

of the Stanleys and Tattons at Northenden; but of theſe no traces remain.

In the eaſt window of the ſouth aiſle of Groppenhall church are ſome remains

of figures of ſaints; apparently cočval with that window, which is in the ſtyle

of the fourteenth century. There are alſo ſome remains of painted glaſs in the

windows of Nantwich, Tattenhall, and Plemſtall churches; in the laſt of theſe

are ſeveral portraits of benefactors, in a ſouth window, with inſcriptions much

deranged; from the fragment of a date remaining, they appear to have been

of the fifteenth century, when the church ſeems to have been built. In

the eaſt window of Tattenhall church is a figure of St. Alban, to whom it is

dedicated.

One of the north windows of Brereton church was formerly ornamented

with painted glaſs, repreſenting the four knights who ſlew Thomas à Becket,

ſtanding under canopies, with their names inſcribed on ſcrolls, and a fifth figure.

in armour, in the middle-light, ſuppoſed to have been deſigned for King Henry

the Second". The names of the knights are repeated in four Latin hexameter

verſes, at the bottom of the window *.

This window ſeems to have been coéval with the church, which is in the

ſtyle of the latter part of the fifteenth century. There was alſo formerly much

rich painted glaſs in the windows of Brereton-Hall, built in 1597; ſome of

which, containing figures of the ancient Earls of Cheſter, was removed by Sir

Liſter Holt to Aſton-Hall in Warwickſhire, now the ſeat of Heneage Legge Eſq.

where it ſtill remains; only a few coats of arms are left at Brereton-Hall. Theſe

figures of the Earls of Cheſter do not appear to be of greater antiquity than

thoſe which were in Brereton church, and were probably executed at the ſame

time *. In the north window of the chancel of Tilſton church is the figure of a

* Under it was this inſcription, “Sančins Bonifacius intercedar Deum pro David de Banebury redor’

guſdºm . . . . . . qui in ejus honorem hand feneſiram compoſuit in vita Ano Dni. M'. CCC”. XLV’.”

" In Boydell’s chapel, on the north ſide of the church, were figures of a knight, in mail and;

ſurcoat, kneeling, and his lady, with this inſcription :

“ Priez purſre IWilliam Boydell et

Nichol ſa compaygne ſºil vous plºſſ.” -

* Archæologia, Vol. X. p. 335. ° Ibid. Vol. IX. p. 368, where is an engraving of

this window, taken from a drawing made in 1608.

* Coloured prints of them, on a large ſcale, have been lately publiſhed by Mr. William Fowler.

Figures of the ſeven Earls of Cheſter were alſo introduced in the windows of the Abbot of Cheſter’s

ſcat at Saighton-on-the-hill, by Abbot Ripley.— Smith's Collečtions, p. 68.

4. prieſt
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prieſt praying; in a blue gown and red hood, with this inſcription, in text-hand,

“ Orate pro Hérico, Watford.” In the ſouth aiſle of Over church is a portrait

of Hugh Starkey Eſq. in armour, who rebuilt that church in the year 1543.

There is a ſmall figure of St. Agatha in the eaſt window of Haſlington church.

Rood Lofts, Siren, &c.

BETweeN the nave and the choir of Cheſter cathedral is a Gothic ſkreen of

ſtone, in the ſtyle of the fourteenth century. At Audlem are remains of two

niches, with canopies, on each ſide of the eaſt window : at Aſtbury, a rood-loft,

richly ornamented with Gothic tracery, the cornice is enriched with ſculpture of

vine leaves and birds: there are alſo Gothic rood-lofts in Wilmſlow and

Mobberley churches. On the north ſide of the chancel in Bunbury church is

a rich Gothic ſkreen of ſtone, which ſeparates it from a large chapel, formerly

a burial-place of the Egerton family: the lower part is ornamented with groteſque

figures, flowers, &c. painted in oil-colours in chiaro-ſcuro ; the upper part with

ſculptured foliage and ſhields, with arms and various devices; on a frieze is this

inſcription, “This chapel was made at the coſt and charg of Syr Rauffe Eggerton

Knyght, in the yere of owre Lord God MCCCCCXXVII.” Two of the arches

between the nave and the ſouth aiſle of the ſame church are filled with wooden

ſkreens, the upper part of which are of light Gothic open-work, the lower parts

are ornamented with paintings, over which are the titles of the ſubjećts repreſented,

in text hand, as “Salutatio Sanóle Marie per Gabrielen Archangelum,” “Sanéia

jubana,’ &c.

In Northenden church, between the chancel and the burial-place of the

Tatton family, at the end of the ſouth aiſle, is a rich wooden ſkreen, inſcribed

with texts of Scripture, and enriched with a ſcroll of vine leaves along the

frieze. In Malpas church, at the eaſt end of the ſouth aiſle, the ſkreen of the

Brereton chancel is of rich Gothic open-work; along the frieze is the follow

ing inſcription, “ Pray good people for the proſperous eſtate of Sir Rondolph

Brereton Knyght, Baronet, of thys werke edificatour, with his wyſe dame Helenour,

and after this lyfe tranſytorie to obteyne eternal felicity, Amen, Amen.” At the

eaſt end of the north aiſle, in the ſame church, is a ſimilar ſkreen of the

Cholmondeley chancel, round the frieze of which is the following inſcription,

“Orate pro bono ſtatu Richardi Cholmondely et Elizabeth uxoris cius hijus ſacelli

faélores Anno Domini Millºſimo quingenteſimo quartodecimo.”

In Nantwich church is an elegant ſtone-pulpit, of an octagonal form, enriched

* Sic in Orig.

31, 2 with
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with Gothic tracery, in the ſtyle of the fourteenth century; adjoining one of

the pillars on which the tower reſts.

Fonts.-There are few fonts in the Cheſhire churches which are ſufficiently

curious to be particularly noticed; that of Sandbach is the moſt remarkable,

being oëtagonal, and ſurrounded with acanthus-leaves and flowers; Wybunbury

is octagonal, and embattled with Gothic tracery, including ſhields of arms; Tilſton

is circular, ſurrounded with foliage. -

Stone-Stalls and Piſcina. —In thé ſouth wall of the chancel of Nantwich

church are three ſtone ſtalls of equal height, enriched with crockets, pinnacles,

and Gothic tracery, in the ſtyle of the fourteenth century; and three of equal

height, (much enriched with Gothic ornaments,) in the chancel of Stockport

church, with a double piſcina; in Mobberley church, in the ſouth aiſle, are

two of unequal height, and the ſame number in Weſtkirkley church, with a

piſcina. In Bunbury church are three ſtone ſtalls of unequal height, with

plain ogee-arches, incloſing ſemi-quatrefoils. In the chancel of Malpas church

are three plainſtalls of unequal height; with pointed arches, filled with

ſemi-quatrefoils. In the ſouth wall of the ſouth aiſle of the ſame church,

near the eaſt end, is a large piſcina, with a ſharply pointed pediment, much

enriched with trefoils, crockets, &c. in the ſtyle of the fourteenth century; and

further weſtward, in the ſame wall, are three ſtone ſtalls of unequal height,

with plain pointed arches, and a double piſcina with pointed arches, filled with

ſemi-quatrefoils. -

Ancient Sepulchral Monuments. – XIIIth Century. In the north tranſept of

Cheſter is a grave-ſtone, with a croſs florée, and a ſhield charged with a feſſe,

in chief, two mullets pierced; on one ſide is this inſcription, in Lombardic

capitals: “Rad: de; valletoria ";” near it lies another grave-ſtone, much defaced,

with a croſs-florée, and a ſhield, on which are faint traces of two bars: above

the ſhield are fragments of an inſcription”. In the chancel of St. John's church at

• The Valletorts, who were a corniſh family, had ſome connexion with Cheſhire; Jane, one of

the co-heireſſes of Thomas Baſſet, who inherited a portion of the barony of Wich-Malbank,

married to her ſecond huſband, Reginald de Valletort, 36 Henry III. : this Reginald had a brother.

Ralph. See Dugdale's Baronage, I. 522.

very little beſides the beginning, “Sir tili,” can now be diſtinguiſhed; a MS. copy in the

Britiſh Muſeum, (Harl. MSS. 215 1.) taken in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when more of it

remained, gives the firſt line thus: -

“Sit tibi Harine de Pernun font Medicine.”

There were four ſucceſſive Barons of Shipbrooke of the name of Warin de Vernon, the two

firſt of whom lived in the reign of King Henry III.

- Cheſter,
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Cheſter, is a grave-ſtone with a croſs florée, and a ſword cut on it; and the following

inſcription, in Lombardic capitals, “Ici gift Iohennes le Serieaun.” In the chancel of

the ſame church, cloſe to the north wall, lies the mutilated effigies of a Cruſader in

mail and ſurcoat; it has been ſaid that the arms of Carrington were on his ſhield, but

they are not now to be diſcovered. In Roſtherne church, againſt the north wall of

the chancel, is fixed a monument of one of the family of Venables: it is a ſlab of

ſtone, with the effigies of a knight, in mail and ſurcoat, rudely ſculptured, with a

lion at his feet; on his ſhield are two bars, the arms of Venables. It is moſt pro

bable that this was deſigned for Sir Hugh Venables, the brother of William, fourth

Baron of Kinderton, who died in the forty-fourth year of King Henry III., and is

deſcribed as of Roſtherne, Eccleſton, and Aſtbury. In the church-yard at Bun

bury, on the north ſide of the church, are ſeveral ancient monuments, to be

referred to the latter end of this century, or the beginning of the fourteenth,

which may have been originally in the church. One of them has the effigies

of a Cruſader in the ačt of drawing his ſword, much mutilated; another, that

of a lady, with a canopy over her head, much defaced: a third has the effigies

of a knight, and near him that of a lady; round the edge of the latter is this frag

ment of an inſcription in Lombardic capitals “..... ur Ione. le. Spour/?ou. p. ... *

In the ſame place are ſeveral ſlabs with croſſes-florečs. On the outſide of the wall

of the chancel of Stoke church is a ſlab, with the following fragment of an inſcription

in Lombadic capitals “Magiſter Andre..... cuſ’ aie ppitieſ: ds.”

XIVth Century. —The moſt remarkable ſepulchral monument in this county

is that which formerly incloſed the ſhrine of St. Werburgh, the celebrated

patron-ſaint of the abbey of Cheſter; and which ſtood in the ſančium-ſinéforum,

at the eaſt end of the choir', whence it was removed ſoon after the Reformation,

and converted into a throne for the biſhop. It is of ſtone, and exhibits a rich

ſpecimen of Gothic architecture, in the ſtyle of the early part of the fourteenth

century'; the foliage of the crockets is fingular, eſpecially of thoſe with which

the arches of the baſe are ornamented : round the upper part is a range of

ſmall images, repreſenting Mercian kings and ſaints, holding ſcrolls, on which

were inſcribed their names: theſe figures, having been much mutilated, either

at the Reformation, or during the civil war, were reſtored, but in a bungling

manner, about the year 1748". The upper part, or canopy of this monument,

appears to have been ſhortened, when it was converted into the epiſcopal throne,

• In the year 1580, one of the effigies of knights, among the ancient monuments in Bunbury

church-yard, had the arms of Spurſtow on his ſhield; another had thoſe of St. Pierre. (Hall.

MSS. 2151.) * Ibid. * See the annexed plate.

* Pennant's Wales, Vol. I. p. 186—An account of theſe figures, and the hiſtory of the kings

and ſaints repreſented by them, was publiſhed by Dr. William Cowper in 1749, and republiſhed in

*Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 1778. 8vo, Vol. II. p. 527.

which
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which gives it a heavy appearance; in the annexed engraving, a ſpace is

left for the defečtive part, and the pinnacles are reſtored in fainter lines.

Under arches, in the ſouth wall of the ſouth aiſle of the choir, in Cheſter

cathedral, are three monuments of eccleſiaſtics; two of them have croſſes-floreés

on the ſlabs with which they are covered ; theſe have been commonly aſcribed to

Abbot Birchelſey, who died in 1324; Abbot Bebington, 1349, and Abbot

Merſhton, 1385. In a ſmall building on the ſouth ſide of the chancel of Stockport

church is the grave-ſtone of Richard Vernon, parſon of that church, with a croſs

floreč. This Richard Vernon was living in 1325 (19 Edward II.); he was a

younger ſon of Sir Ralph Vernon, the Old, (as he was called, on account of

his longevity,) Baron of Shipbrooke. º -

In the chapel-yard at Marton are two monuments of Sir John Davenport of

Davenport, who founded that chapel 17 Edward III., and of his ſon Sir Urian,

with their effigies in ſtone, now much mutilated; under each of their heads is

the creſt of Davenport, being a man’s head coup’d at the ſhoulders, with a

halter round the neck. An embattled altar-tomb, at the eaſt end of the ſouth

aiſle of Aſtbury church, has the effigies of a knight in plate-armour and mail

gorget, with a dog at his feet; on his ſurcoat are the arms of Davenport, a

chevron between three croſs-croſslets fitchées. At the eaſt end of the ſouth

aiſle of the nave of Cheadle church, the ancient burial place of the family of

Hondford, is an altar-tomb, with the effigies of a knight, in plate-armour, with

a collar of S. S., and a pointed helmet, round which is a bandeau.

In the middle of the chancel of Bunbury church is a large altar-tomb of

alabaſter, richly ornamented with Gothic niches, between each of which is a

ſhield, with arms painted on it: on this tomb lies the effigies of a knight in

alabaſter, ſeven feet ten inches in length: he is repreſented in plate-armour,

richly ornamented down the ſeams with gorget and ſkirt of mail, and a lion at

his feet; on his ſurcoat are his arms, a feffe between three calves, and under

his head his creſt, a calf's head iſſuing from a ducal coronet: his helmet is

pointed, and ornamented with a rich bandeau of jewels, his hands are joined

in prayer". This is the monument of the celebrated Sir Hugh Calveley’, who

diſtinguiſhed himſelf greatly in the French wars during the reigns of King Edward

the Third, and Richard the Second; he died in the year 1394: the arms above

alluded to, as painted on this monument, have been thoſe of Calveley; argent, a

ſeſſe gules, between three calves paſſant ſable; and gules on a chevron-argent, three

roſes of the field (borne by Browe and Knolles) placed alternately; they are much

defaced, and only the feſſe remains of the one, and the chevron of the other.

* See the andexed plate. * See a further account of Sir Hugh Calveley in the deſcription

of Bunbury, in the parochial topography, I

- Ii
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In the chancel of Barthomley church is the monument of Sir Robert Fulſhurſt,

being an embattled altar-tomb, round which are the mutilated remains of knights,

ladies, &c., ſculptured in bas-relief, under Gothic arches, richly ornamented

with crockets: the effigies of Sir Robert lies on the top, he is repreſented in

armour, nearly ſimilar to that of Sir Hugh Calveley; round his neck is a collar

of S. S. and on his forehead a fillet, inſcribed in text charaćters “Ich Nazaren.”

He was a man of confiderable conſequence in the county of Cheſter, and was one

of the four eſquires of James Lord Audley, at the battle of Poićtiers; he died

13 Richard II.

In Aſtbury church-yard, on the north ſide of the church, is an altar-tomb,

with the effigies of a knight and his lady, carved in ſtone, now much defaced,

under an open canopy, with a ſharply-pointed pediment: at a ſmall diſtance on

either ſide lies another effigies, in ſtone; that on the ſouth ſide is of a knight,

on a low altar-tomb, with a dog at his feet; on his ſhield are his arms, two

bars, with three lions 7, or leopards' heads, in chief: that on the north ſide

is of an eccleſiaſtic, and reſts on a ſtone coffin; theſe are alſo much mutilated.

Webb, in his Itinerary, ſpeaking of theſe monuments, in the year 1622, ſays,

“that the eſcutcheons of theſe knights have bars, which may, for ought can be

known, (except the colours were known,) be aſcribed to the anceſtors of the

Breretons, Venables, or Mainwarings, though there be alſo ſome others that put in

claims to them *; and Camden, in the year 1637, ſpeaks nearly to the ſame effect".”

Sir William Brereton, ſoon afterwards, cauſed the Brereton arms to be fixed up

under the canopy of the principal monument with this inſcription, “Hic jacent

Radulphus Brereton miles, et Domina Ada uxor ſua, una filiarum Davidis Comitis

Huntingdoni,” and placed a tablet, with an inſcription in Brereton church, in which

this is declared to have been the ancient burial-place of his family ; it is nevertheleſs

equally probable, that they might have been ſome of the family of Venables, fince

Newbold, a part of Aſtbury, was in the thirty-fourth year of Henry III. poſſeſſed

by Richard Venables, a younger ſon of William, fourth Baron of Kinderton,

whoſe deſcendants continued there for ſeveral generations, and might have borne

the three lions' heads in chief, in their arms, as a difference; in the ſame manner

as other branches of that family bore roundles", and mullets * in chief, for the ſame

purpoſe. Two bars, with three leopards’ heads in chief, were borne by the

family of Zouch of Cheſhire: but that family does not appear to have had

any conne&tion with the pariſh of Aſtbury. At the eaſt end of the ſouth aiſle

of Mottram church, on a plain altar-tomb, are the effigies of a knight and his

* Theſe are much mutilated, but one of them is ſufficiently diſtinct to ſhew what they were.

* See King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 80. * Holland's Camden, p. 628.

* Borne by Venables of Bradwall. • By Venables of Bollia.

VoI., II, * 3 L 4 lady,
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lady, very coarſely executed in ſtone, which may be referred to this century;

he has a pointed helmet and a collar of S. S., and a lion at his feet; the lady is

habited in a long gown, with the head-dreſs of the reign of King Edward the

Third, and a dog at his feet. In the ſouth tranſept of Nantwich church is the

monument of Sir David Cradock, who was living in 1375 °, being an altar-tomb.

with a mutilated effigy of a knight in armour, with a lion at his feet; on his

breaſt were his arms, (on a chevron, three garbs), now nearly obliterted.

In the ſouth aiſle of the choir of Cheſter cathedral is an altar-tomb, with a

plain marble ſlab laid on it : the fides are ornamented with Gothic tracery

in which are quatrefoils, incloſing leopards’ heads and roſes alternately; it is

not known for whom this monument was erected, but it is very certain that it

was not for an Emperor of Germany, who is ſaid by Giraldus Cambrenſis to

have died and been buried at Cheſter; and to whom the tradition of the place

has aſcribed it. In the north aiſle of Aéton church is the monument of Sir

William Mainwaring, who died in 1399, with his effigies in alabaſter, in plate

armour, with mail, gorget, and pointed helmet, furrounded with a rich bandeau;.

under his head is his creſt, an aſs’s head, and a lion at his feet; on the edge of

the tomb was this inſcription, now much defaced *: Hic facet Wilſim Manu

waryng, quonda dºs de Badykge qui obiit die veneris Psºn ante fºum pentecºſ'

anno dni. MCCC. nonageſimo nono.” Over the effigies is a rich Gothic canopy,

with an ogee arch, ornamented with crockets, and a rich finial ; above which is

a ſhield with the arms and creſt of Mainwaring; on the fides over the arch is

Gothic tracery, including ſhields with the arms of Mainwaring; there is the ſame

kind of tracery alſo within the arch, with half-length figures of eccleſiaſtics painted".

In the Chapter-houſe at Cheſter is preſerved part of a ſtone coffin, joined

to a ſtone ornamented with ſculptured wreaths, in one of which appears

a wolf’s head eraſed, in the other are the initials R. S. joined in a cypher.

This is ſaid to be part of a ſtone coffin found in the Chapter-houſe in

the year 1723 °; and ſuppoſed to be that of Hugh Lupus, the firſt Norman

Earl of Cheſter, whoſe bones were transferred from the cemetery into

the Chapter-houſe in the reign of Henry I. : though it is much more

• Hiſtory of Nantwich, p. 32. * Harl. MS. 2151, fol. 1. * There is a figure of

this monument in Pennant’s Journey from Cheſter to London, p. 22. * This diſcovery was

made by Mr. Henchman, a ſchoolmaſter of Cheſter. The ſtone coffin is ſaid to have incloſed a body

wrapt in leather ; “the ſkull and all the bones were very freſh, and in their proper poſition, and the

ſtrings which tied the ankles together were entire.” Simpſon's Engliſh Traveller, Vol. I. p. 116.

No mention is here made of the ſtone ornamented with a wolf’s head, as being part of the coffin,

or found with it; which renders the tradition of its having been then diſcovered very improbable:

the only reaſon there aſſigned for its being the coffin of Hugh Lupus, is that the place where

it was found agreed with the place of his re-interment, as mentioned in an ancient manuſcript.

- likely
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hkely to have been the work of a later age, when armorial devices were become

common; which do not appear to have been introduced on works of art in this

country, before the reign of Richard the Firſt", nor on ſepulchral monuments

till the thirteenth century: the form of the letters in the cypher is exačtly that

which prevailed in the fourteenth century; and the initials of R. S. would ſuit

Richard Seyneſbury, who became abbot in the year 1349. As he reſigned in the

year 1363, and is ſaid to have been buried in Lombardy, this cannot be ſuppoſed

to have been part of any ſepulchral monument relating to him; it is nevertheleſs

probable that it was part of a croſs, or ſome other work, executed in his time.

XVth Century.—In the ſouth wall of the ſouth tranſept of Over-Peover church,

under an obtuſe arch, ornamented with crockets, pinnacles, &c. is an altar-tomb

with the effigies of Randal Mainwaring who died in 1456, and Margery his

wife, carved in alabaſter. He is repreſented in plate-armour, with a collar of SS,

and a richly ornamented helmet; on his forehead is a fillet inſcribed in text

hand, Ihe Nazaren'; the lady is dreſſed in a long gown and mantle, with a rich

reticulated head-dreſs and veil, and with a pendent from her necklace, inſcribed

Ihc. In a chapel on the north-ſide of the ſame church is an altar-tomb, with the

arms and quarterings of Mainwaring; on it lie the effigies in alabaſter of a knight

and his lady: he is repreſented with whiſkers, in plate-armour, with mail gorget,

a collar of S.S., and a pointed helmet, round which is a rich bandeau; on

his frontlet is inſcribed in text-hand, Ihe Nazare’; his feet reſt on a lion. The

lady is in a long gown and mantle, with a collar of SS, an angel ſupports her

pillow; at her feet is a dog: round the tomb is painted this inſcription, “Hie

jacent corpora dni Ioh'i, Mainwaring de Poever Militis ac Johanna ux' ejus filia:

Baronis de Stockport 9°. a”. regni Hirº Sexti.” In the Hondford chapel, in Cheadle

church, is an altar-tomb of one of the Hondford family, apparently of this century,

with his effigies in plate-armour, bare-headed, with a collar of SS; his helmet

and creſt lie under his head, and a lion at his feet.

In the north wall of the north aiſle of Macclesfield church is a plain arch,

under which is an altar-tomb with the effigies of a knight in plate-armour, bare

headed, with a collar of S S ; under his head is his helmet, with creſt and

lamberquin, and at his feet a bull. This is ſuppoſed to be the monument of one

* The earlieſt example of armorial devices we have remaining, is that which appears on the ſhield

of this monarch, on his great ſeal. Though the wolf's head erafed, is given by Brooke and others,

as the armorial bearing of Hugh Lupus and his nephew, yet there is no reaſon for ſuppoſing it to

have been cočval with them; in later times, indeed, it was confidered by the convent of St. Werburgh

as the arms of their founder, and as ſuch, is introduced on ſome parts of the conventual buildings,

and at Saighton-Hall, a ſeat of the abbot. ‘He is ſtyled “ the King's Servant” and

“Sagittarius de Corona.” Leyceſter’s Hundred of Bucklow, p. 334.

Vol. II. 3 M of



45o C H E S H I R. E.

of the family of Downes": it was probably repaired by Archbiſhop Savage, whoſe

arms appear on it. *

Under an open arch, on the north fide of the chancel in Macclesfield church,

is the monument of Sir John Savage Knt., and Katherine his wife, daughter of

Thomas Lord Stanley, and fiſter of Thomas firſt Earl of Derby. It is an altar

tomb with the effigies of a knight and his lady; he is repreſented bare-headed,

in plate-armour, with ſcalloped elbow-pieces, gorget and ſkirt of mail, and a

collar of roſes: under his head are his helmet and lamberquin, without the creſt,

and a dog at his feet. The lady has the reticulated head-dreſs and veil of King

Edward the IVth's reign ; the former has “ Ihc” in text-hand within each

meſh. On the altar-tomb are ſhields ſupported by knights and ladies, on which

are the arms of Archbiſhop Savage, and the families of Savage, Stanley, Vernon,

Latham, &c.". In the Savage chapel, on the ſouth ſide of Macclesfield church,

under two arches in the north wall, are altar-tombs, with the effigies of two

knights, in alabaſter; one of them is repreſented in plate-armour, bare-headed,

with his helmet and creſt, (a unicorn's head,) for a pillow ; and a lion at his feet.

The arches are enriched with crockets, &c.; in the pediments are ſhields, with

the ancient arms of Savage, a pale fuſilé, and the creſt, a unicorn's head eraſed

on each fide: on the lower part of the tombs are blank ſhields held by angels.

On the ſouth ſide of the ſame chapel are two ſimilar arches, now vacant, but

which formerly contained effigies of knights in armour .

XVIth Century.—In the Brereton chancel in Malpas church is the monument of

Sir Randal Brereton and Eleanor his lady, by whom that chancel was built : it is a

rich altar-tomb of alabaſter ornamented on the fides with figures of knights and

ladies in Gothic niches; on it lie the effigies of a knight and his lady; he is repre

ſented in plate-armour, with a collar of SS, and a lion at his feet : ſhe has the

angular head-dreſs of Henry the Eighth's reign: round the edge of the tomb

was the following inſcription, “Hic jacent Rondulphus Brereton miles Baronetus ac

Camerarius Ceſtrie, et domina Elynora uxor ejus, qui quidem Rondulphus et Elynora

dum in humanis vixerunt hanc tumbam fieri fecerunt videlicet in fiftoſančii Michaelis

archangeli, Anz. Dni. millºſino quingenteſimo viceſimo ſecundo quor' aniãbs p’picietur

Deus Amen":” of which only the date now remains. In the chapel, on the north fide

of the chancel in Over-Peover church, is an altar-tomb, with a ſlab of white mar

ble, on which are engraved the effigies of Philip Mainwaring and Ann his wife,

(1573). He is repreſented in plate-armour, with a beard and ruff; the lady alſo

* In a ſketch made in the year 1584, the creſt is repreſented as a ſtag’s head; it is now too much

defaced to be made out. * Some of theſe are now much defaced ; they are all ſketched as

they were in 1584, in the MS. colle&tion above mentioned. Harl. MSS. 2151, fol. 13.

* Ibid. fol. 12. * See p. 443, * Harl, MSS. 2151, fol. 82, a.

6 has
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has a ruff. On a plain altar-tomb on the north fide of the chancel of Wilmſlow

church is the effigies of an eccleſiaſtic, carved in ſtone, with a book under his

head, and this inſcription in text hand painted round the edge, “Hic jacet corp'

Mr Henric’ Treffºrt, ſacre theolºgie doćior, licãciat' qužd’ Căcellarii metropolit' eccl’ie

Ebor' et redor’ de Holto’ phi’ regior' etia eccl’ic de Sigliºhorne et ſº ecclic q'obiit primo

die més’. Auguſłi Ann’. di. MCCCCCXXXV cuſ' aié à poiás de’ ſit ppiti’,”

on the ſides of the tomb are painted an emaciated body, and ſcrolls with inſcriptions

in text hand.

In the north wall of the north aiſle of Wilmſlow church are two arches, under

which lie the effigies of a man and his wife, carved in ſtone; he is habited in

, a gown, having three tons under his head, and holding a ſcroll with the name

of H. Newton inſcribed on it; the lady is in a long gown and veil, with a purſe

hanging from her girdle: the following inſcription was formerly on theſe monu

ments", “Orate pro Humpo Newton de Pownall ar’ & Elene ux’ ejus fill & her’

Tho. Fitton et Cecilie ux’ ejus qui obiit A. D. MCCCCC..... There was alſo a

coat of arms in a window of the north aiſle, with an inſcription under it, ſtating

that window to have been made at the coſt of Humphrey Newton and Ellen his

wife, A. D. 1523 *.

On the ſouth fide of the Savage-chapel in Macclesfield church is an altar-tomb,

with the effigies of a knight and his lady; he appears in plate-armour, with a

collar of S.S., and a lion at his feet, ſhe in the angular head-dreſs of King

Henry the Eighth's reign, with a little dog at her feet; on the lower part of

the tomb are figures of knights and ladies carved in bas-relief. The following

inſcription was formerly on an arch over this monument, “ . . . . . ... Sir john

Savage weh was made Knight in the wars of . . . . . . . . which died the

twenty-ſixth day of july in the yeare 1527, and Lady Elizabeth his wife, dàu :

tº . . . . . . which Lady Elizabeth died the .... day of ..... Ano Dni.....”

In the chapel at the eaſt end of the ſouth aiſle of Malpas church is a rich monu.

ment in alabaſter, of a knight and his lady, much reſembling that of Sir John

Savage, laſt deſcribed; on account of its ſituation, only a part of the inſcription

running round this monument, is at preſent viſible, which runs thus: “[Hugo Chol.

moudeley de Cholmondeley miles, Wallia march' vice-preſes ſextus vicecomes mortem obiit

ano".] atatisſua. 83 A Dii. 1596, et hoc humo ſpelitur; filiuſºue et heres ejus

Hugo Cholmondeley de Cholmondeley miles annum agens 50 diem clauſt ultimum

Anno Dni. 1601, et hic jacet uxor ejus doia Maria q poſt viri obitum propter

[clarum ejus amorem] hoc fieri fecit monumentum, A. Dni, 1605.” In Heſwall church

* Harl. MSS. 2151, fol. 61. * Ibid. * Charles Earl of Somerſet, * The parts

of this epitaph printed between crochets are taken from Harl. MSS. 215 1. fol. 82. 3.

3 M 2 is
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is a large copper-plate, with the figure of one of the Glegg family engraved on it;

he appears in a ruff, with beard and whiſkers, and with a long cloak and ſword.

Monaſtic Remains.—Beſides the remains of the abbey of St. Werburgh at

Cheſter, already noticed under the head of ancient church archite&ure, ſome

other parts of the extenſive buildings of that monaſtery ſtill exiſt, on the

weſt ſide of what was formerly called the abbey-court, conſiſting of the gate

houſe, now converted into the regiſter-office, the porter's lodge, and part of what

was the abbot’s kitchen'.

* See the plan of the Cathedral, which accompanies the account of the city of Cheſter, in the

ſubſequent pºrt of this vehime, and the annexed plan, taken from the Holmes’ Colle&ions, in the

Britiſh Muſeum, (Harl. MSS. 2973.) which ſhews the whole of the buildings of this monaſtery,

as they remained a ſhort time after its diſſolution. The following references are there given.

a. “The body of the church and great- 7. Cellars.

ſquare-ſteeple. , 8. Monks'-hall, or fratry, now free-ſchool.

b. The quire. 9. Monks' cellar.

c. La: Mary chapel. io. Paſſage from the abbey-court, through

d. The fide-iſles of the quire. the cellar into the cloiſters, and ſo to

e. The veſtry. the church or dining-hall.

f. The pariſh-church. 11. Biſhop's gate, or porch of his palace,

g. The trough-iſle. 12. The kitchen, now quereſters houſes.

h. The chancel, 13. The pantry, now confiſtory office.

i., Mary Magdalen chapel. 14. The paſſage.

k. St. Nich, chapel. 15. Eaſt-gate of the abbey-court.

1. The Skreen 16. Bake houſe, with two ovens, the one

m. Steeple door. nineteen feet in diameter.

m. South-door. 17. St. Thomas' chapel, now dean's-houſe.

o. The two buttreſſes whereon the ſteeple 18. Brew-houſe and ſtore-houſe.

ſtands. 19. Great well.

p. Turning ſtairs over Lady Mary's chapel. zo. The great kiln, and drying-floors.

q. Door into green church-yard. 21. The abbey-gates.

• r. Broad iſle. 22. St. Thomas’ court.

8. Singing-ſchool-porch. 23. Porterºlodge.

t. The old ſteeple, now conſiſtory-court. 24. Abbot’s-kitchen.

u. Weſt door. 25. The tower and larder.

w. Side-iſles to the broad aiſle, *6. Serving man's hall, over which is the

x. Cloiſter doors. great dining-room.

y. The cloiſters. 27. Strong-beer-cellar, over it Darby.
z. Spriſe-Garden. chamber.

- - 28. The Pantry, over it the ſtone-hall.Maiden’s iſle. . The wine-cell

The chapter-houſe. 29 Cellat.

30. The gallery.
3. The entrance. - 31. The biſhop's garden.

4. Paſſage and ſtairs to the dormitory. 32. The abbot’s-well.

5. Ancient prieſt's cellar. 33. The great cellar, over which is the

6. The prieſt's kitchens. | great-hall, and the green-hall.”

The
-
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The principal part of the abbot’s lodgings, was converted into the biſhop's

palace after the reformation; the abbot's-hall, having been ſtript of its lead

in 1649, has ſince gone to decay"; the other parts of the biſhop's palace

were rebuilt from the ground ſoon after the year 1752; the Fratry, or Monks

Hall, was converted into a ſchool-room. Of the priory of the Benedićtine

nuns at Cheſter ſcarcely any traces now exiſt, except the name of the Nuns

Gardens, preſerved in the ſite of that monaſtery, near the caſtle: ſome of the

buildings appear to have been ſtanding in the year 1729, when Buck's View

of Cheſter Caſtle was publiſhed: the annexed plan of this priory is taken from

a drawing in the Britiſh Muſeum made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ".

After the diſſolution of monaſteries, part of the buildings of three of the re

ligious houſes of this county were converted into manſion houſes; Vale-Royal

abbey became the ſeat of the Holcroft family, afterwards of the Cholmondeleys;

Combermere abbey of the Cottons, and Norton-Priory of the Brookes; it appears

from Buck's View taken in the year 1727, that Combermere abbey" was then

built chiefly of timber, in the ſtyle of the Cheſhire and Staffordſhire manſion

houſes of the ſixteenth century; very little of the original building appears to have

been then remaining. From his View of Norton-Priory ", taken at the ſame time,

it appears to have been a very irregular building, chiefly of ſtone, and em

battled, and to have retained a good deal of its original form; it has fince

been nearly rebuilt, and retains no traces of antiquity, except in the cellar,

where is a door-way, with a circular arch, much enriched with Saxon or

Inaments ". -

A confiderable portion of the collegiate church of St. John at Cheſter ſtill

exiſts, and is uſed as the pariſh-church; beſides what has been already mentioned,

under the head of ancient church archite&ture, ſome parts of the monaſtery

remain on the ſouth fide of the building, as may be ſeen in the annexed plate,

where ſeveral parts of the church, which do not now exiſt, are ſhewn by dotted

lines, taken from a plan in the Britiſh Muſeum, made in the year 1589', and the

more ancient parts now remaining are expreſſed by a darker ſhading. The remains

of

* Willis's Cathedrals, Vol. i. p. 321. " Harl. MSS. N° 2,073. * See Buck’s

Antiquities, Vol. i. plate 18. * Ibid. plate 22. There is a ſketch of the ground plan of this

priory in the Harl. MSS. N° 2c13. * See a ſpecimen of this door-way in the plate at p. 438.

" Harl. MSS. 2073, the following references are there given, to the ground-plot of St. John's

church. fol. 69.71.

A. “ The quire of the church wherein ſtandeth a very fair window lately built, with all

that eaſt-end of the wall.

B. The body of the church, wherein flandeth the pillars, and the pews. C. A
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of the Priory of Birkenhead are confiderable, and nearly the ſame as they appear

in Buck's View taken in the year 1727 °. The chapel is entire, the door at the

weſt end and the windows are round-headed; adjoining this chapel, at the north

weſt angle, is a large building with a ſtone groined roof; and oppoſite the weſt

end of the chapel, the walls of the hall are ſtanding.

:

i
K.

I4

:2M.

:
Y.

Z.

A little low old-chapel, now uſed as a ſtore-houſe to the church.

An aiſle belonging to the church, lately fallen down, and ruinous at the north corner.

Another iſle oppoſite, the roof whereof is ruinated and fallen down, the height of the

wall is fourteen yards high.

An houſe built to the church-wall-ſide, reputed to be the woollen and linen webſter's

meeting-houſe, or hall. -

A garden belonging to the houſe, built by the porch of the church.

A little houſe, adjoining to the church-porch.

The church-porch.

The ſteeple, whereof the one-half, or two fides, are ruinated, and is building, being already

neere twelve yards, and ſo ſtandeth unfiniſhed, being a very fair ſteeple, about twenty-ſix

yards high. -

The ruins of the weſt-end of the church, whereof part of the ſteeple, and the weſt-end of the

church, and a fair window, was lately re-edified with ſtone.

A part of the church, at the eaſt-end, behind the newly-built window, which now ſtandeth

ruinated, and is a garden or yard, to keep tymber therein, ſome tyme a part of the

church.

A fine little chapple, or the ſanāum Janāorum of the church (part ruinated) being arched,

and richly adorned with carved-work in the flone; the walling and ſtones gone *. |

Diverſe chapells and fair rooffs, vaulted, or arched over with ſtone, richly carved and gilt,

with walks on the fides ruinated, yet part of the outward old walls ſtanding, with

divers of the old pillars and partitions, belonging to the colledge.

An houſe, or ſome chambers, ſometyme belonging to the church-prieſts, yet ſtanding,

partly in a reparation.

The ſouth-fide of the ſteeple, which is decayed.

The weſt-fide of the ſteeple, which is decayed. -

The whole, and very fair, and ſound fide of the ſteeple.

The other ſtanding-fide of the ſteeple.

The old pariſh church, or chappell of St. James,

now uſed for a garner.”

To theſe references may be added,

* adjoining the ſouth-eaſt corner of the choir.

The part of the nave, which is repreſented in the plate at p. 437.

A chapel, now in ruin

: Buck's Antiquities, Vol. I. plate 16.

* The entrance to this chapel is repreſented in the annexed Plate.
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Caſtles and Sites of Caſtles.—The caſtle at Cheſter was a building of confi

derable extent, till a great part of it was taken down about the year 1790, for the

purpoſe of ere&ting the new county-hall, gaol, and barracks: it was originally

built by William the Conqueror, (though little of the Norman fabrick now

remains); and conſiſted of two courts, “ each with a ſtrong gate, defended by

a round baſtion on each fide, with a ditch, and formerly with draw-bridges'.”

The annexed ground-plan, and bird’s-eye ſketch, taken from a drawing in the

Britiſh Muſeum', which appears to have been made in the reign of Queen

Elizabeth, will convey a pretty good idea of its form. The maſſy tower in the

upper-ward, called Julius Caeſar's, ſtill remains, and is now uſed as a magazine

for gun-powder: there is an upper-chamber in this tower, about nineteen feet by

fixteen, and about fixteen feet high, with a vaulted and groined roof of ſtone;

the groins ſpring from ſlender pillars, with capitals in the ſtyle of the twelfth

century "; on one ſide is a plain pointed receſs in the wall, the back of which

appears to have been ornamented with painting; Mr. Pennant ſays that “the

holy-water-pot, and ſome figures almoſt obſolete, were painted on the walls”. This

room ſeems to have been a chapel, and under it is a crypt with a groined roof,

but no pillars. On the ſouth fide of the lower-court ſtood the noble hall of the

caſtle, called Hugh Lupus’s Hall, which was taken down about the year 1790 y,

Mr. Pennant deſcribes its dimenſions, as nearly ninety-five feet, by forty-five,

and ſays that “the roof was ſupported by wood-work, carved in a bold ſtyle and

reſting on brackets *.” Adjoining to the weſt end of this hall was the Exchequer, a

building in the ſtyle of the early Gothic, ſaid to have been the parliament-houſe of

the Earls of Cheſter; this was taken down at the ſame time with the great hall of

the caſtle, which was an ancient ſtrućture, but had undergone conſiderable

repairs and alterations in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ".

Beeſton caſtle is built on the fide of a rocky inſulated hill, riſing with a

regular but ſteep ſlope, and terminating in a high precipice. The outer-court

includes a confiderable ſpace of ground: it is of an irregular form, with ſeveral

round towers. The keep, which is not large, is ſurrounded with a deep ditch,

ſunk in the ſolid rock, over which it was entered by a draw-bridge; the entrance

was defended by two circular towers, ſtill remaining: the approach under this

gate-way is very narrow, by rugged ſteps cut out of the natural rock. This

caſtle has been in ruins, ever ſince it was diſmantled during the civil war, in the

reign of Charles the Firſt". -

* Pennant's Wales, Vol. i. p. 164. * Harl. MSS. N° 2073 – 31. * See a figure of one

of them at p. 438. * Pennant's Wales, Vol. i. p. 165. * See the annexed plate.

* Pennant’s Wales, Vol. i. p. 165. * King's Vale-Royal of Cheſter, p. 38. * There are

Views of this caſtle in King's Vale-Royal of Cheſhire, p. 3, and in Buck's Antiq. Vol. i. plate 15.

The
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The whole of Halton caſtle, except the gate-way, appears to have been in

ruins as early as the year 1727, when Buck's Views of the Antiquities of this

county were drawn ‘; at an earlier period, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, it is ſaid

to have been “a goodly piece of building ".” Very few traces of the ancient walls

are now to be ſeen; a modern building, uſed as an inn, occupies a part of the ſite of

this caſtle. The foundations of Aldford caſtle are ſtill to be traced *. Shotwick

caſtle appears, from a plan and ſketch of it in the Britiſh Muſeum', to have

had a pentagonal wall, with ſeveral circular towers, incloſing a lofty ſquare one.

No part of the buildings of Shocklach caſtle remain: only ſome earth-works,

and a high mount, are now to be ſeen : there are no remains of Frodſham caſtle,

of which ſome ruins exiſted in the year 1727 °.

Ancient Manſion-Houſes.—A ſquare embattled tower of Doddington. Hall, the

ancient ſeat of the Delves family, ſtill remains, and ſome fragments of the more

modern manſion houſe, forming a flight of ſteps leading up to it; the balluſtrade

is ornamented with that kind of lace-work in ſtone (ſo much in faſhion during the

reign of Queen Elizabeth, and King James the Firſt); here alſo remain ſtatues of

James Lord Audley and his four ſquires, in plate armour, with ruffs, which

formed a part of the embelliſhment of this manſion". Doddington-Hall is

deſcribed in a MS. hiſtory of the Delves family, by Sir William Dugdale, as

having been “a large pile of brick-building built in a ſquare, with a court in

the middle, and a ſtone caſtle adjoining thereto; all encompaſſed with a moat of

water.” This caſtle was, no doubt, the embattled tower above-mentioned as

{till in exiſtence. -

Bramhall-Hall, an ancient ſeat of the Davenports, and now of William Daven

port Eſq., retains much of its original form; it is chiefly built of timber, and

ſome parts of it appear to be of...as early a date as the reign of King Edward the

Fourth, whoſe family devices are in ſome of the chapel windows : in the eaſt

window of the chapel are various coats of arms of the Cheſhire gentry. There

is a large upper chamber, in its original ſtate with a wooden roof; the walls

are painted with flowers, groteſque animals, and other figures. The great

chamber ſeems to have been altered in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, whoſe

arms appear over the chimney-piece; the ceiling is enriched with pendent

ornaments: on the door, which is richly inlaid, appears the date of 1592.

* See plate zo. * King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 93. * See p. 484.

* Harl. MSS. zo'73. * See Buck's Antiquities, Vol. i. plate 19. * They do

not ſeem older than the fixteenth century, and have not the leaſt appearance of the antiquity which

has been ſometimes aſcribed to them. * The white roſe, fetterlock, and broom-pod.

4 Little
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Of Saighton-Hall, which, before the diſſolution of monaſteries, was a ſeat of

the abbots of Cheſter, a confiderable part ſtill exiſts, and is converted into a

farm-houſe. The gate-way, which is of ſtone and embattled, and an adjoining

turret, are ſaid to have been built by Abbot Ripley, about 1489; within a nich,

againſt one of the battlements of the gate-way, is an image of the Virgin Mary:

and under a bow-window, the wolf’s head, in alluſion to Hugh Lupus, the

founder of the abbey of St. Werburgh: other parts of Saighton-Hall have large

tranſom windows, and appear to have been built ſince the diſſolution,

Little-Moreton-Hall, in the pariſh of Aſtbury, belonging to the Rev. W. M.

Moreton, is a very remarkable building, almoſt wholly of timber; and from the

fingularity of its form, and its high ſtate of preſervation, is more deſerving of

attention than any other of the ſame kind in this county: it is ſurrounded by a

moat, and occupies three ſides of a court; on the north fide of which is the

hall, with a large bow-window, being five ſides of an octagon; on the eaſt ſide

of the court is the chapel, on the walls of which are painted various inſcriptions,

in text-hand, and ornaments : the entrance is on the ſouth ſide, over a ſtone

bridge, acroſs the moat: the whole of the upper part of this fide of the building,

being fixty-eight feet in length, is occupied by a very light gallery, having a

continued range of windows, on every fide of it. The curious manner in which

the timber-work of this building, and the glazing of the windows, are diſpoſed,

will be beſt underſtood by the annexed plates. Over the great bow-window of

the hall are the following inſcriptions carved in the wood-work, together with

the arms and creſt of Moreton, “God is al in al thing. — This windows whire

made by William Moreton in the yeare of oure Lorde MDLIX.— Rychard

Dale Carpèder made this window by the grac’ of God.” It is probable that

ſome parts of the building, eſpecially the chapel, might have been of an earlier

date.

The remains of Dutton-Hall, once the ſplendid manſion of the ancient

family of Dutton, are now converted into a farm-houſe; the hall appears to

have been ſpacious, and handſome, with an enriched wooden roof; it is now

converted into ſeveral rooms, and divided into two or three floors. Over the

principal door are the arms of Dutton quartering Hatton, and this inſcription

in text-hand, “ Syr Peyr; Dutton Knyght Lorde of Dutton, and my Lady

Dame julian his wife, made this hall and buylding, in the yere of oure Lord God a

MCCCCCXIII., who thanketh God of all.”

Poole-Hall, in the pariſh of Eaſtham, which appears to have been built

about the middle of the fixteenth century, is a brick-building, nearly in its

Vol. II. 3 N original
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*

original ſtate: ſome of the oaken wainſcot, in the upper apartments, is very

richly ornamented with heads, carved in bas-relief: and with coats of arms of

the Poole family, and its alliances: over a chimney-piece in the hall, is 'the date

of 1574.

Brereton-Hall, a part only of which at preſent remains, appears to have been a

very magnificent manſion of brick; it was built by Sir William Brereton in the

reign of Queen Elizabeth, in the ſtyle of Eſher-place in Surrey: over the door

are the arms of England, with the roſe, crown, and portcullis; the arms of Queen

Flizabeth are alſo over the chimney-piece in the drawing-room, where thoſe of all

the ſovereigns of Europe are emblazoned round the cornice. . On the cornice

of the ſtair-caſe, and in the windows, are the arms of the principal gentry of

Cheſhire; ſeveral of thoſe in the windows have the date of 1577. A part alſo

remains of the ancient manſion of Lyme-Hall, which was built in the reign of

James I., but altered and newly fronted by Leoni, in the laſt century: the principal

rooms, which retain their original form, are the gallery at the top of the houſe, one

hundred and twenty-four feet in length; a breakfaſt-room, much enriched with

carved wainſcotting, and with plaiſter ornaments; among which are arms of King

James the Firſt, and a repreſentation of the houſe in its original ſtate. In the

drawing-room, the wainſcotting is richly carved with arches, &c. above which,

the walls are covered with a profuſion of plaiſter-ornaments, as is alſo the ceiling;

over the chimney-piece, which is compoſed of Ionic-pillars, terms, &c. are the

arms of England, ſupported by the lion and dragon.

Crewe-Hall, the feat of Lord Crewe, was begun in the year 1615, by his

lordſhip's anceſtor Sir Randal Crewe, and completed in 1636; it is chiefly of brick,

and one of the moſt complete ſpecimens of the ſtyle of building of that time".

The hall, the ſtaircaſe, and ſeveral of the rooms, remain in their original ſtate;

the roof of the dining-room has pendant ornaments, the wainſcot is enriched with

terms, and other ſculptured ornaments. At Bidſton, is an old manſion-houſe

of ſtone, with four gable-ends, and a large ſemicircular bow-window in front;

before it is a court, with a handſome gateway of ſtone; this is mentioned in

Xing's Vale-Royal, as “a goodly houſe of William Earl of Derby".” Tabley

Hall, the ancient reſidence of the Leyceſter family, is a conſiderable building

of ſtone, with large tranſom windows; in the hall, which is large, is a chimney

piece, much enriched with a great variety of ornaments. Harden-Hall, formerly
*

* An elevation of Crewe-Hall, from which the annexed plate is taken, was publiſhed in a large

print in 1742, by William Yoxall. There is a view of it in King's Vale-Royal of Cheſhire, part ii. p. 75.

* Ibid. p. 124. -
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the ſeat of the ancient family of Arderne, is likewiſe a ſtone-building, with

indented gable-ends, and tranſom windows. Dorfold-Hall, now the ſeat of

Henry Tomkinſon Eſq., which was built by Ralph Wilbraham Eſq. in the reign of

King James the Firſt, is a handſome brick-building, with tranſom windows; and

retains its original external form : the great chamber, which is very much

enriched with plaſter-ornaments, alſo remains unaltered.

Ancient Croſſes.—Two very ancient ſtone-pillars, called the Bow-ſtones, or

Park-moor-ſtones, fixed in a large ſtone, ſix feet four inches in length, and four

feet in width, in form approaching to an oval, ſtand juſt without the eaſtern

boundary of Lyme-park, near an ancient road, leading from Diſley to Maccles.

field: one of them is three feet two inches in height, and four feet three

inches in girth at the baſe; the other four feet in height, and four feet in girth,

at the baſe; the ſocket of each is eleven inches deep; they are round, and

taper gradually from their baſes: each of theſe pillars has a kind of rude

capital, like thoſe of the pillar near Valle-Crucis abbey in Denbighſhire. About

a mile and a half from the Bow-ſtones, in a field called Long-ſide-piece, in the

townſhip of Whaley and pariſh of Stockport, is a rude ſtone of an oblong form,

about four feet long, and one foot thick, in which are two ſockets, one of

them, one foot ſeven inches, by one foot three inches, and ſix inches deep; the

other, one foot five inches, by one foot, and ſeven inches deep, with the frag

ment of a ſtone-pillar, two feet three inches long, lying near it".

In the market-place at Sandbach, formerly ſtood two very remarkable ſtone

croſſes, raiſed on ſteps, and the lower part of one of them ſtill remains there;

the other parts were broken down and defaced during the civil war in the reign

of King Charles the Firſt. William Smith, rouge-dragon purſuivant at arms,

who deſcribed theſe croſſes in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, ſpeaks of inſcriptions

engraven on them, of which, however, no traces now remain; if any ſuch

formerly exiſted they were probably Runic'. A large fragment of one of theſe

croſſes was removed by Sir John Crewe, to his ſeat at Utkinton-Hall; when

that hall was converted into a farm-houſe, it was procured by the Rev. Mr. Allen,

rečtor of Tarporley, and placed by him in a court adjoining to the parſonage

houſe, where it continued for ſeveral years: it has fince been a third time

Plate 37. * From the information of the Rev. William Marriott. * The ſame writer

ſays, that “on Sunday morning, the firſt of November 1561, there were three cheſts, made of tin,

or ſuch like metal, found near the ſaid river, but nothing in them ; on the covers were certain

letters, or charaćiers engraven.”—King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 46.

3 N 2 removed,
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removed, and now ſtands in Mr. Egerton's grounds at Oulton, near the park-waſt,

not far from the lodge. This fragment, a repreſentation of the four fides of

which will be found in the annexed plate, was evidently a part of that croſs,

which has been entirely removed from its original poſition: it is five feet

ſeven inches in length, and covered with figures in bas-relief, executed in the

rudeſt manner: thoſe on the two wideſt ſides relate to our Saviour's paſſion:

on one of them he appears bound, and Simon bearing the croſs; on the other

is the crucifixion, ſurrounded with ſymbols of the Evangeliſts; one of the other

fides has an elegant ſcroll of foliage, with animals interſperſed; on the top of

this fragment is fixed another piece, about one foot in length, which evidently

belonged to the other croſs, a part of which ſtill remains at Sandbach ".

The lower part of the croſs, or obeliſk, now ſtanding in the market-place

at Sandbach, is of the Cheſhire red grit-ſtone; it is fix feet one inch in height,

and two feet one inch and a half, by one foot eight and a half, at the baſe:

the four fides are covered with figures, in bas-relief, executed in the ſame rude

manner as thoſe before-mentioned; on the eaſt and weſt ſides, which are the wideſt,

are borders of braids and knots of elegant patterns. This obeliſk is fixed in a large

ſtone, one foot two inches in thickneſs, and nearly a ſquare of four feet; at the

diſtance of eight inches from this ſtone or plinth, is another, of larger dimenſions,

one of the fides of which is four feet; and each of the other three, about five feet.

In this laſt-mentioned ſtone is a ſocket, two feet nine inches and a half, by two feet

three inches and a half, wherein another obeliſk has ſtood: both theſe plinth

Ítones are placed on a platform, compoſed of other large ſtones; at three of the

corners of which are remaining ſtone-poſts, three feet ſix inches in height, into

which they have been morticed; and on which alſo have been ſculptured rude

figures, in bas-relief.

Three other fragments of a croſs are lying at a well below the town, which

evidently belonged to a part of that which had been removed by Sir John Crewe,

and which is now at Oulton; and two of them forthed the baſe of one fide of

it, (ſee the annexed plate of the elevation of the crofles, fig. 3, 4,) as they exactly

fit the empty focket : ſeveral other ſmaller fragments, much defaced, are

feattered about the town: the original poſition of one of them is clearly to

be aſcertained (ſee the laſt-mentioned plate, fig. 5). Part of the top of one of

the croſſes has been lately dug up, in a garden near the market-place", which

* See the annexed plate of the clevation of theſe croſles (a). * Now in the poſſeſſion

of Mr. Butts.
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evidently belonged to the Ouſton fragment, and afforded an opportunity of

aſcertaining what had been the height of this croſs, or obeliſk (ſee the annexed

plate of the elevation fig. 6). The height was undoubtedly eighteen feet, and

if the top was circular, as it ſeems to have been, it muſt have meaſured about

three feet more; making the whole, including the baſe and platform, nearly

twenty-five feet, which conſiderably exceeds that of any croſs now ſtanding in

this country; from the rudeneſs of its ſculpture, it ſeems to have as great a claim

to antiquity, as any one which has been noticed; and may be referred to a period

not long ſubſequent to the introdućtion of Chriſtianity among our Saxon an

ceſtors. -

The croſs ſupported by four pillars, ſtanding at Lymm, which has been ſome.

times repreſented as an ancient Gothic croſs, bears no appearance either of Gothic

architecture, or of antiquity; probably there was once an ancient croſs on the

numerous ſteps on which it ſtands : ſome of them are cut out of the natural

rock. In Great-Bebington church-yard is the ſtump of an ancient croſs.

Camps and Earth works,—In Leland's Itinerary (Vol. v. folio 82.) is the following

paſſage, “There is a place in the foreſt of Delamer cawllid the VII. Loos, wher be

ſeene VII. Caſtle Dikes. The people there ſpeke much of them. I think that they

were made by men of warre.” We ſuppoſed this deſcription to have applied to the

fite of Edeſbury (the town built by Ethelfleda, the daughter of Alfred, in Delamere

foreſt), but found nothing to anſwer it, at the Chamber of the foreſt, or Old

Pale, ſuppoſed to be the ſite of that town"; nor could we learn, on the moſt

diligent enquiry, that any ſuch remains, as thoſe deſcribed by Leland, are now

to be found, in any part of the foreſt; nor any ancient earth-works, except two

elevated ſpots, to the north of the new pale, called Caſtle, cob, and Caſtle-hill,

which tradition ſays have been fortified places,

Horſeley mentions tumuli in the park at Dunham-Maffey, in which urns had

been found P. On the top of a high hill, in the pariſh of Mottram, on the borders

of Yorkſhire, is a vallum with a deep ditch, called Buckton caſtle ; it is of an

irregular form, approaching to an oval, about one hundred and fifty feet by one

hundred and twenty (reckoning the width of the ditch); and commands a very

extenſive view over Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, and part of Yorkſhire.

° In Aſhmole’s MSS. Colle&tions is the following paſſage, “A mile ſouth of the chamber in the

foreſt are the ſeven lowſ, ut dicitur.”

Brit. Rom. p. 415.

Miſcellaneous
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Miſcellaneous Antiquities.—The ſword of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chelter, who

died in the year 1 IoI, is preſerved in the Britiſh Muſeum ; it is three feet eleven

inches and one eighth in length; the blade is two inches and three eighths wide

at the top, and tapers gradually, until it ends in a ſharp point: the handle is gilt,

and elegantly ornamented with ſcrolls of foliage and flowers; ſome parts of it

are inlaid with mother of pearl : the guard is wanting". On the two fides of

the upper part of the blade is the following inſcription in capitals, for the moſt

part Roman, “Hugo comes Ceſtriae,” a fac ſimile of which is given in the

annexed plate; this ſword is among the curioſities in Sir Hans Sloane's Colle&ion,

but it is not known whence it came. It has been ſuppoſed that it was the ſword

of Dignity, by which Hugh Lupus held the county of Cheſter, as before

mentioned. -

Sir Thomas Stanley is in poſſeſſion of an ancient bugle-horn, one foot fix

inches and a half in length, and nine inches and a half in diameter at the largeſt

end; the mouth piece is hooped with gold, and ornamented with a wreath of

knots. The office of bailiff of the foreſt of Wirral was formerly conferred by

the delivery of this horn, as that of chief foreſter, or bow-bearer of Delamere

foreſt, was by the delivery of a black bugle-horn, hooped with gold, in the

poſſeſſion of the preſent chief-foreſter, John Arden Eſq. Theſe horns much

reſemble the Borſtall horn, and that by which the office of Feodary, &c. of the

honour of Tutbury was holden, both of which are figured in the third volume

of the Archaeologia, Plate I.

In the year 1808, ſeveral cairns were diſcovered, about a yard below the

ſurface of the earth, in a field in the townſhip of Butley, adjoining the high

road from Stockport to Macclesfield; “around the circumference of the area,

occupied by theſe cairns, were placed at certain intervals large boundary ſtones,

apparently of an hundred weight, and upwards ".” Near the extremity of one of

them was found an urn filled with aſhes.

Cuſtoms.

Of the cuſtoms and ceremonies peculiar to certain parts of the kingdom,

Cheſhire has its full ſhare; we ſhall notice ſome of thoſe which are moſt remarkable.

There is a cuſtom among the young men, of placing, on the firſt of May, large

birchen-boughs over the doors of the houſes, where the young women reſide to

* The guard appears in a very indifferent engraving of this ſword, publiſhed in the ſecond

edition of Dr. Gower’s Sketch of the Materials for a Hiſtory of Cheſhire; it is added in a dotted

line in the annexed plate, on this authority. * Cheſter Courant, 25th of July, 1808.

whom
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whom they pay their addreſſes"; and an alder-bough is often found placed over

the door of a ſcold. -

“Another fingular cuſtom which prevails in this county, is that of lifting,

at Eaſter. On Eaſter Monday, the young men deck out a chair with flowers and

ribbands, and carry it about, compelling every young woman they meet to get

into it, and ſuffer herſelf to be lifted, as high as they can reach into the air, or to

be kiſſed, or pay a forfeit. On Eaſter Tueſday the young women deck out their

chair, and lift the men, or make them pay a fine".” This cuſtom, which alſo

prevails in ſome of the neighbouring counties, or ſomething very like it, ſeems to

have been admitted among the higheſt ranks in the thirteenth century: for it

appears, from a wardrobe account preſerved among the records in the Tower,

that King Edward the Firſt, in the eighteenth year of his reign, paid a large

ſum of money, more than equivalent to four hundred pounds at this time, to

the Queen's ſeven ladies of the bed-chamber and maids of honour, on a fimilar

occaſion.

Ruſh-bearing, or carrying ruſhes to the churches, and there ſtrewing them,

was a cuſtom which formerly prevailed generally in Cheſhire: but has been

much diſuſed for many years, fince cloſe pews have been erected in moſt churches.

It took place on the day of the wake, and was attended with a proceſſion of

young men and women, dreſſed in ribbands, and carrying garlands, &c. which

were hung up in the church: we ſaw theſe garlands remaining in ſeveral

churches.

The moſt prevalent cuſtom of this county is the ſhouting of the marlers,

when any money has been given to them. When a marle-pit is to be dug, the

ſet of labourers, or marlers, as they are called, who undertake it, chooſe one

of their number to be lord of the pit. When at work, they never aſk for

money, but if any is given them, they are ſummoned together, by their lord,

and after announcing with great ſolemnity the donation, and the name of the

Mr. Owen in his Welſh Dićtionary, under the word bedw, birch, ſays, that it “was an emblem

of readineſs, or complacency, in doing a kind act. If a young woman accepted of the addreſſes of

a lover, ſhe gave him the birchen-branch, moſtly formed into a crown; but if he was rejećted

ſhe gave him a collen, or hazel.”

* The following is the entry in that account. “ XP die Maii, vii Dominal us et Domicellis Regine,

quia sperunt Dominum Regem in letto ſuo in Craſino Paſche, et pſum fecerunt finire verſus eas pro pace

regis quam frcit de dono ſuo per manus Hugonis de Cerru Scutifari Domine de Wyſon.” –xiij li.

3.1b. Controtulat’ de Anno XVIII Ed. I. fol. 45. b

donor,

º
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donor', “they join their arms, forming a ring, and make four bows, towards

the center of it, ſhouting every time: the fourth time they give a lengthened

and much louder ſhout, letting the ſound die away gradually: this ceremony

is repeated ſeveral times, in proportion to the ſum given; they ſhout four

times for ſilver, though only ſix-pence; ſix times for a ſhilling; for half-a-crown,

the ſhouts are continued as long as their breath will hold out. My lord keeps the

money till the next Saturday evening, when it is ſpent at the next ale-houſe, and

the ſhouts are there renewed, as the healths of the givers are repeated in ſucceſſion.

When the marlers have finiſhed their work, they dreſs up a pole, with flowers

and ribbands, and hanging their filver watches, ſpoons, and other glittering articles

on it, carry it about to collečt money; this is called carrying the garland'.”

At Knutsford a cuſtom prevails of ſtrewing the ſtreets with brown ſand, over

which various devices are figured with white ſand, before the doors of the

inhabitants, on occaſion of weddings, and other joyful events, and for perſons

in all ranks of life.

* One ſtepping afide, cries oyer three times; another ſays with great ſolemnity, “Mr. A. B.,

dwelling at the townſhip of C., has been here to-day, and has given to my lord and all his men,

part of a thouſand pounds : I hope another will come by and by, and give us as much more, and

we will return him thanks therefor, and ſhout larjo,” the laſt word is evidently a corruption of

largeſ.

“We are indebted for the greater part of this information reſpecting the Cheſhire cuſtoms, to Sir

J. T. Stanley Bart.

PAROCHIAL
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PAROCHIAL TOPOGRAPHY.

THE only part of Cheſhire, of which we have any regular hiſtory, is

the hundred of Bucklow, written by Sir Peter Leyceſter, who has, with much

induſtry, and apparent accuracy, traced the hiſtory of property and families

in that diſtrict, from a very early period, down to the year 1666, and in ſome

inſtances a few years later: the work was publiſhed in 1673. Dr. Gower, in his

Sketch of the Materials for a Hiſtory of Cheſhire, of which we ſhall make more

particular mention, ſays that it had been aſſerted, that Sir Peter colle&ted for all

the hundreds ; his own opinion, he tells us, was, that he did not collečt for them

profeſſedly, but that the manuſcripts which had been ſubmitted by Lady Lei

ceſter to his care, related to, and extended over the whole county; containing a

prodigious fund of very valuable information. Through the indulgence of Sir J.

F. Leiceſter we have had an opportunity of inſpecting his anceſtor’s MSS., which

are now in his poſſeſſion, at Tabley; and we found them to contain ample collec

tions for the hundred of Bucklow, written by Sir Peter Leyceſter, in a very neat

hand, but ſcarcely any thing relating to other parts of the county, except a large

volume of pedigrees, written alſo by Sir Peter himſelf, being chiefly copied from the

colle&ions of Mr. John Booth of Twemlow, with ſome additions made by Sir

Francis Leyceſter, Sir Peter's ſucceſſor.

The earlieſt printed work relating to the county palatine of Cheſter is that

generally known by the name of King's Vale-Royal, for which the editor, Daniel

King, an engraver, ſeems to have enjoyed a much greater portion of fame than was

his due. The firſt part conſiſts of a brief geographical account of Cheſhire, the

courſe of its rivers, a ſummary account of the ſeveral hundreds, brief deſcriptions

of the city of Cheſter, the market towns, and a few of the principal villages; liſts

of the gentry in each hundred, and engraved coats of arms, in alphabetical order;

and annals of the city of Cheſter, all by William Smith, rouge-dragon purſuivant

at arms, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The moſt valuable article in the ſecond

part, is an itinerary of Cheſhire, divided into the ſeveral hundreds, made in the

year 1622 " by William Webb, M.A., who was clerk in the mayor’s court at

Cheſter, and had been under-ſheriff to Sir Richard Lea, in the year 1615. The

ſecond part contains alſo a ſhort hiſtory of the Earls of Cheſter, their Barons, the

Biſhops of Mercia and Cheſter, the government of the county and city, and a

• Dr. Gower ſays moſt probably about 1600, but the year is expreſsly mentioned in one part of

the itinerary.

Vol. II. 3 O - InOrg
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more copious epitome of the annals of the latter, compiled from the corporation

books, by Mr. William Alderſey, twice mayor of Cheſter, who died in 1617. A

work entitled a Hiſtory of Cheſhire, in two volumes oétavo, was publiſhed in

1778, being merely a copy of the Vale-Royal, with extračts from Sir Peter

Leyceſter's Hiſtory of Bucklow hundred; an anonymous Hiſtory of Nantwich

(written by the Rev. Mr. Partridge) which had been publiſhed ſeparately in 1774°;

extraćts from a brief hiſtory of Eccleſton, which had been publiſhed by the Rev.

Thomas Crane in 1774; the diary of Edward Burghall, ſome time rector of Aéton,

relating chiefly to public tranſactions during the civil war; and extracts from

Pennant's Journey from Cheſter to London, and other modern publications.

The life of St. Werburgh, written in verſe by Henry Bradſhaw, a monk of

Cheſter, and printed by Pynſon, of which only two or three copies are known

to be extant, contains many hiſtorical particulars relating to the city of Cheſter.

The MS. colle&tions for this county have been uncommonly numerous : an

account of moſt of theſe is given in a Sketch of the Materials for a Hiſtory of

Cheſhire, in a letter addreſſed to Thomas Falconer Eſq., and printed, firſt anony

mouſly in 1771, and a ſecond edition afterwards with his name, by Foote Gower,

M.D., who meditated a hiſtory of the county upon an extenſive ſcale; the moſt im

portant are the very voluminous colle&ions of the Randal Holmes’, (of which name

there were four in ſucceſſion) now among the Harleian MSS. in the Britiſh Muſeum;

containing an immenſe maſs of copies of charters, deeds, &c. taken from public

records and private muniment rooms; pedigrees; letters and various other matter

collečted by them, or copied from the colle&ions ofothers; the colle&tions of John

Booth, Eſq. of Twemlow, Mr. Roger Wilbraham's colle&tions for the town and

diſtrićt of Nantwich; Mr. John Warburton's colle&tions, conſiſting of the deſcents

of manors, and an account of the principal families; thoſe of the Rev. John Stones,

rečtor of Coddington, and thoſe of Mr. William Vernon, of Shakerly in Lan

caſhire, conſiſting of many folio volumes, compriſing extraćts from deeds and

other authentic inſtruments, deſcents of families, and a variety of matter relating

to ſeveral towns and pariſhes in Cheſhire. The colle&tions of Laurence Boſtock,

Sampſon Erdſwick, Ralph Starkey, Randal Catherall, Roger Wilcoxon, the

* Prefixed to “the common Engliſh tranſlation of the 45th pſalm, carefully corre&ted according

to the true meaning of the Hebrew original, with a paraphraſe and notes.”

* The Holmes were an ancient family, who had a moiety of the manor of Tranmol in

Wirral, by deſcent from a coheireſs of Tranmol; they were all herald-painters. The elder was

mayor of Cheſter in 1633; his ſon in 1653; his grandſon was gentleman ſewer to King Charles

the Second, deputy to garter principal king of arms, and author of “The Accidence of

Armory.” The great grandſon, who was deputy to Norroy king of arms, died in 1707. See

the account of St. Mary’s church in Cheſter.

4. three
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three Chaloners and others, moſt of which are now among the Harleian MSS. in

the Britiſh Muſeum, are alſo deſcribed, and two very valuable epitomes made

about a century ago from the ſeveral voluminous colle&ions relating to

this county; the one containing the deſcent of the principal landed

property compiled by Dr. Williamſon, a phyſician, under the title of Villare

Ceffrienſe; the other an epitome of the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of each pariſh,

with an accurate account of charitable donations and inſtitutions, under the title

of Notitia Ceſàrienſis, compiled with great induſtry by Dr. Gaſtrell, biſhop of

Cheſter, by whoſe means the large colle&tions of the Holmes, being offered to ſale

after the death of Randal Holme in 1707, were purchaſed for the Earl of Oxford's

library, and have eventually become the property of the public. The principal

colle&or for the Hiſtory of the City of Cheſter, was the Rev. Archdeacon Rogers,

who died in 1595; his notes were arranged and claſſed in chapters by his ſon, who

drew up a very curious hiſtory of “The laudable exerciſes yearly uſed within the

Citie of Cheſter”,” a copy of theſe colle&tions is among the Harleian MSS. in the

Britiſh Muſeum, and another in the poſſeſſion of William Nicholls Eſq. of Cheſter.

It appears by Dr. Gower's proſpečius, that he was poſſeſſed of the originals of

ſome of the colle&ions which he has deſcribed, that he had tranſcripts of ſome,

and that others had been confided to his care by their reſpective owners. At the

time of his death, which happened in 1780, the plan of his work is ſaid to have

been nearly completed, and the publication was undertaken in 1792 by John

Wilkinſon M.D. who became poſſeſſed of all his materials for the hiſtory, except

ſuch as had been lent to Dr. Gower, and on his death had been returned to their

reſpective owners. Dr. Wilkinſon having afterwards declined the taſk, through

want of ſufficient leiſure to fulfil his intentions, all Dr. Gower's colle&tions, with

ſuch additions as had been made to them by Dr. Wilkinſon, came into the

hands of the late William Latham Eſq. F. R. and A.S., who in 1800 publiſhed

renewed propoſals for a Hiſtory of Cheſhire, viſited ſeveral parts of the county,

and made ſome progreſs in the undertaking : fince his death, which happened

in 1807, moſt of the Cheſhire colle&tions" above mentioned, have paſſed

* See the account of Cheſter, where it is printed at full length. * Dr. Gower de

ſcribes a MS. which he calls the Cheſhire Domeſday, as a record contañng the lineal and uninter

rupted ſucceſſion of almoſt every acre of Cheſhire property, for at leaſt 500 years. This he ſpeaks

of as his own property, as well as Sir William Brereton's Letters and Tranſačtions during the civil

war, in five folio volumes; but neither of theſe are now, as Dr. Wilkinſon aſſures us, in his poſ

ſeſſion. It ſeems not improbable that the MS. which Dr. Gower ſpeaks of, and which, by his

deſcription of it, muſt have been very unlike the Domeſday Survey, was a calendar of the clauſe.

rolls in the Exchequer at Cheſter, a copy of which we have, and which certainly gives the deſcent

of a great part of the Cheſhire property for ſeveral centuries.

3 O 2 again
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again into the hands of Dr. Wilkinſon, in whoſe poſſeſſion they now are. The

Rev. Mr. Watſon, rećtor of Stockport, made colle&tions relating to that town

and neighbourhood, with the intention of publication; they are now in the

hands of his ſon. -

The principal MS. ſources from which we have derived the information con

tained in the following brief parochial hiſtories, are the collećtions of the Randal

Holmes and others, in the Britiſh Muſeum ; the records at the Tower ; abſtraćts of

the records in the exchequer at Cheſter; the colle&tions of John Woodnoth Eſq.

of Shavington; Smith's, and various other heraldic collečtions; Dr. Williamſon's

Villare Cºſìrienſe; Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſàrienſ, and the anſwers of the

Cheſhire clergy to the inquiries of Biſhop Cleaver and Biſhop Porteus, relative

to various parochial matters in 1778 and 1789". We had an opportunity of

purchaſing ſeveral of the above MSS., which had formerly been the property of

Mr. Francis Baſſano deputy-herald for Cheſter, who was ſheriff of that city in

1734, and afterwards of Mr. John Orme organiſt, who was ſheriff in 1773.

The abſtraćt of records in the exchequer at Cheſter is now in the record office at

the Tower; Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe, and Woodnoth’s colle&tions, we

have depoſited in the Britiſh Muſeum; Smith's colleaions, and a book of pedi.

grees, drawn up, as it appears, from deeds and pleadings, by Mr. John Booth of

Twemlow, and Mr. John Woodnoth, in the heralds’ college, as well for the

convenience of public reference, as a ſlight mark of gratitude, for the valuable

materials which we have from time to time obtained from thoſe ample ſources of

information. We have been favoured by Miſs Harwood of Nantwich, with the

loan of the tranſcript of Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia, which was made by the Rev.

Mr. Harwood her father, for Dr. Gower's uſe, and returned after his

deceaſe; from the ſame lady we have been favoured alſo with the loan of a MS.

narrative of the fiege of Cheſter, which had belonged to her father ", and ſome

other papers. For the hiſtory of Cheſter we have had the uſe of Archdeacon

Rogers's MS., now the property of William Nicholls Eſq.; we have had acceſs

to the corporation muniments and journals, and have taken notes from ſome

copious annals of Cheſter among the Holme's MSS., and from a journal of the

fiege by one of thoſe antiquaries. With reſpect to the more modern hiſtory

of the county and city, we have perſonally viſited every pariſh, and ſeveral of

them a ſecond time: for the deſcent of property within the laſt century, and for

various other matters relating to the general hiſtory of the county ; and to that of

the ſeveral pariſhes, we are under great obligations to William Nicholls Eſq.

deputy regiſtrar, who, with indefatigable induſtry and zeal has circulated que

* Depoſited in the regiſtry at Cheſter. : See p. 310. Note (q). .

ričS
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ries for the purpoſe of our work, and colle&ed a great ſtore of information from

every part of the county; and we have to expreſs our obligations both to thoſe

of the gentry and clergy who, through his hands, have favoured us with ſuch

information, as well as to thoſe who have honoured us with immediate com

munications.

t

Acton, in the hundred and deanery of Nantwich, lies about a mile N. E.

from Nantwich on the road to Cheſter. It contains, excluſively of the parochial

chapelry of Wrenbury, the townſhips of Aćion, Aſton, Auſterſon, Badington,

Brindley, Burland, Cholmonde/ton, Coole-Pilate, Edlaſton, Faddiley, Henhull, Hur

leſton, Poole, Stoke, Worleſton, and part of the townſhip of Soond, the remainder

being in the chapelry of Wrenbury.

The manor of A&ton, which had been anciently parcel of the barony of

Wich-Malbank, paſſed by a coheireſs of William de Maldebeng or Malbank, to

the Vernons, and by a coheireſs of Warren de Vernon to the Littleburys, who

ſold their ſhare (being an eighteenth part) of the barony of Wich-Malbank, and

including the manors of A&ton and Hurleſton, with Dorfold-Hall, (in the pariſh of

Aćton,) to John de Wetenhall; Ellen, the fiſter and coheireſs of this John's

grandſon, married Sir Henry Arderne, whoſe ſon, Sir Ralph, appears to have died

feiſed of theſe manors in 1420 ; yet about the year 1464 they were conveyed by

the heirs male of the Wetenhalls, to feoffees in truſt, for the uſe of Sir John

Bromley, who paſſed over theſe eſtates to Lord Stanley. Thomas, Earl of

Derby, appears to have died ſeiſed of them in 1522, but it is probable that they

were only held in truſt: it is certain that the Bromleys were in immediate poſſeſ.

fion, and reſided at Dorfold for ſeveral generations. Collins repreſents the

Bromleys of Dorfold, as deſcended from Thomas, a natural ſon of Thomas

Bromley of Badington, who died without lawful iſſue; but a pedigree in Mr.

Woodnoth's collection makes William Bromley of Dorfold, the elder ſon of

another Thomas Bromley, by his wife Joan, ſiſter and coheireſs of Thomas

Parker of Coppenhall, which Thomas was only ſon of Sir John Bromley the

younger, grandſon of Sir John Bromley who diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the wars

with France, by his ſecond wife Martha, daughter of Richard Widville, Earl

Rivers, by Jaquetta Ducheſs of Bedford, and ſiſter to the Lady Elizabeth Grey,

Queen of Edward the Fourth. The manor of Aéton, with Dorfold-Hall and

Hurleſton, continued in the Bromley family till about the year 16co, when they

were purchaſed of William Bromley Eſq. by Sir Roger Wilbraham maſter of

3 the:



the requeſts, and by him conveyed to his younger brother Ralph *, of whoſe

deſcendants they were purchaſed in 1752, by the father of Henry Tomkinſon Eſq.

the preſent proprietor. Ralph Wilbraham Eſq. above-mentioned built the

preſent hall at Dorfold, (now the ſeat of Mr. Tomkinſon,) in the year 1616,

on the fite of an old manſion which had been the reſidence of the Bromleys.

Dorfold-Hall remains nearly in its original form ; the drawing-room, a ſpa

cious apartment, has a coved ceiling much enriched with pendent ornaments,

and a richly ornamented chimney-piece, which appear to be coéval with

the houſe.

On the 16th of Oétober 1643, Lord Capel, advancing with ſome of the

King's forces towards Nantwich, took poſſeſſion of Dorfold-Hall and A&on

church, but evacuated both during the following night". After this, they were

made garriſons by the parliament. Dorfold-Hall was taken by Lord Byron

on the 2d of January following ‘; Aćton church, which had been converted into

a priſon, was defended by Capt. Sadler againſt many aſſaults of the Royaliſts,

who fired ſeveral cannon ſhots at it, and are ſaid to have loſt ſix men in the at

tack * : it was taken before the middle of that month. On the 25th of January

the fiege of Nantwich was raiſed, and a body of Lord Byron's infantry, confiſt

ing of about 1.5oo men, occupying Dorfold-Hall and A&on church, and being

detached from the reſt of the army, were obliged to ſurrender to Sir Thomas

Fairfax". Above threeſcore officers were taken priſoners', among whom was the

celebrated General Monk, then a colonel in the King's army, who was ſent to

London, and remained for a conſiderable time a priſoner in the Tower.

In the pariſh church at A&on is the monument of William Mainwaring Eſq.

of Baddiley, who died in the year 1399 : his father, who was a military officer

of ſome note in the reign of Edward the Third, and died in 1394, bequeathed

10 marks towards the building of the north aiſle or chapel in which he is in

terred. There are monuments alſo for the Wilbrahams of Woodhey “, and for

the Wilbrahams of Dorfold.

The rectory of A&ton was given by Hugh, Baron of Wich-Malbank, to the

abbot and convent of Combermere. After the diſſolution of that monaſtery,

the rectory and advowſon of the vicarage were granted by King Henry VIII., to

Richard Wilbraham of Woodhey', whoſe repreſentative the Earl of Dyſart is

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Burghall’s Diary, printed in the Hiſtory

of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 921. * Ibid. 926. * Ibid. 927. * Ibid.

931. and Partridge's Hiſtory of Nantwich, p. 73, 74. * Partridge, p. 79. 81.

* Sir Richard Wilbraham, who was created a baronet in 1621, and died in 1643; and Sir Thomas

Wilbraham, the ſecond baroilet, who died in 1660, : Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

- the
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the preſent proprietor and patron of the vicarage. It appears, by the endow

ment of this church, in the regiſtry at Lichfield, bearing date 1285, that the

vicar was entitled to half the tithes of hay, and to all the oblations and obven

tions in the pariſh church of A&ton, and in the chapels of Nantwich and

Wrenbury. The free-ſchool at Aéton was originally founded by ſubſcription,

in 1662, as a maintenance for Mr. Burghall, the ejećted non-conformiſt miniſter",

whoſe Diary (which we have frequently had occaſion to quote) is printed in the

ſecond Volume of the 8vo Hiſtory of Cheſhire : the maſter's ſalary is now

2cl. per ann. One of the Wilbraham family" founded an alms-houſe at Aéton

for two old men, and endowed it with ſome adjoining lands: two apartments in

the alms-houſe founded at Nantwich by Sir Roger Wilbraham in 1613, are

appropriated to poor men of A&ton.

The townſhip of Aſton, which being within the limits of the ancient foreſt of

Mondrem, is called, to diſtinguiſh it from other places of the ſame name; Aſton

in-Mondrem, lies about four miles north from Nantwich; the manor was anci

ently parcel of the barony of Wich-Malbank; at an early period it became veſted

in that branch of the Crewes, whoſe co-heireſs married Praers. Aſton-Hall

became the property of the Minſhulls, whoſe anceſtor had married a co-heireſs

of Crewe; Edmund Dutton Eſq. married the heireſs of Minſhull, about the

year 1360; upon the failure of iſſue male, from the elder branch of Dutton

in 1526, Aſton-in-Mondrem was one of the eſtates allotted to the co-heirs,

and in the diviſion appears to have fallen to the ſhare of the Cholmon

deleys; Richard Cholmondeley, who married Eleanor one of the daughters

of Sir Thomas Dutton, died ſeiſed of this eſtate in 1538: it was pur

chaſed of the Cholmondeley family, by John Darlington Eſq., whoſe daughter

brought it in marriage to Henry Tomkinſon Eſq., the preſent proprietor. The

royalty, which paſſed in the ſame manner as the Crewe-Hall eſtate", was

purchaſed in 1802 by Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. Brayne's-Hall, in this townſhip,

the ſeat for many generations of the ancient family of Brayne, was lately ſold

by John Brayne Eſq., to Mrs. Elcock of Poole: it is occupied by a farmer.

* Anſwer to the Queries of Biſhop Porteus in 1778, in the Biſhop's Regiſtry.

* We could not procure either the founder's name, or the date of the foundation: Biſhop Gaſtrell,

as it appears, could not ſatisfy himſelf in this particular a century ago : Sir Thomas Wilbraham,

(there were two of that name,) and a Lady Wilbraham, are each ſpoken of in his notes as the

founder: the foundation ſeems to have been by deed of gift. By the return of charitable donations

made to Parliament in 1786, (in which there is no mention of the founder’s name, or date of

foundation,) it appears that this alms-houſe is endowed with eighteen ſtatute-acres of land adjoining

the houſe. The penſioners receive four pounds per ann. each, and ſome clothes; the Earl of

Dyſart is truſtee, as repreſentative of the Wilbraham family.

: Aſton was held under the Foulſhurſts by the Duttons, 12 Henry VI. Villare Ceſtrienſe.

- Webb,
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Webb, in his Itinerary, ſpeaks of ſeats of the families of Aſton and Weever in

this townſhip ".

The manor of Auſterſon, or Alſtanton, was, at an early period, the pro

perty of the Alſtantons, from whom it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to

the families of Bulkeley, Wetenhall, Praers, and Bromley "; Iſabella, daughter

and co-heireſs of Sir John Bromley who died in the year 1485, brought

it in marriage about the latter part of the fifteenth century to Sir William

Needham of Shavington, anceſtor of the right honorable Robert Needham,

Wiſcount Kilmorey, who is the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Badington lies about two miles and a half S. S. W. from

Nantwich; the manor was acquired by the Bromleys about the reign of Edward III.

in marriage with an heireſs of the family of Chettleton ’, and has paſſed with

Auſterſon to Lord Kilmorey. There are no remains of the halls, either at Auſterſon

or Badington; the latter was an ancient ſeat of the Bromleys. The brave Sir John

Bromley, who recovered the ſtandard of Guyenne at the battle of Le Corby, in the

reign of Henry V., was ſecond ſon of William Bromley of Badington, of which

manor he is ſaid to have died ſeiſed in 1420 ; but as Sir John left male iſſue, and

his brother's family inherited Badington, it is probable he held it only in truſt.

The townſhips of Brindley and Burland' are both eſteemed to be within the

manor of Baddiley. Sir Thomas Mainwaring and Sir Thomas Brereton are deſcribed

as the joint lords in 1671 ". They are now the joint property of Wilbraham,

Earl of Dyſart, and of Henry Tomkinſon Fſq., who purchaſed in 1798 of the

deviſees under the will of the late Sir Henry Mainwaring Bart. Branches of the

Wilbraham family reſided formerly at Brindley and Burland. The Allens, an

ancient family, had a ſeat at Brindley for more than two centuries “: Brindley

Hall paſſed by marriage from the Allens to the Hewitts and Holfords, and was

ſold by the executors of Allen Holford Eſq., the laſt heir male of that branch

of the Holford family, (who died in 1788,) to Mr. Richard Darlington, the

preſent owner; it is now occupied by a farmer. At Burland is an old hall,

(now Mr. Robert Cawley's,) occupied alſo by a farmer, which was formerly a

ſeat of the Griffins, and afterwards of the Hewitts. Edmund Griffin Eſq. the

laſt heir male of the Burland family, was buried at Nantwich in 1771, and a

maiden ſiſter in 1807. In this townſhip is Swanley, or Swanlow-Hall, formerly

a ſeat of the Mainwarings of Carincham ; it is now a farm belonging to

Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold.

*

* Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 73. * Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* The Chettletons were poſſeſſed of it, 19 Edward II. * Brindley lies nearly five

miles, W. N. W. from Nantwich. * Burland lies about three miles and a half W. N. W.

from Nantwich. " Harl. MSS. N° 2010. : Cheſhire Pedigrees.

y Vale-Royal,

The
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Mr. George Huxley, in the year 1717, gave by will thirty-three ſtatute acres

of land for the ſupport of four widows, or elderly women of the townſhips

of Brindley, Burland, or Faddiley, and from that part of the pariſh of

Aćton, called Hurleſton-quarter, and Cholmondeſton-quarter.

The townſhip of Cholmondeſton lies five miles N. by W. from Nantwich; the

manor was, at an early period, in the family of Crewe, under whom it was held,

by the Wetenhalls. The family of Wetenhall of Cholmondeſton became extinct

by the death of William Wetenhall Eſq., about the year 16oo. Lawrence

Wright Eſq., who married Suſan, one of his fiſters and co-heirs, became

poſſeſſed in her right of one-fourth of the manor, and having purchaſed the

other ſhares of his wife’s ſiſters and their huſbands, ſold the whole to Sir Thomas

Egerton, afterwards Viſcount Brackley” and Earl of Bridgewater. In the year

1686, John Earl of Bridgewater ſold it to Sir John Werden, under whoſe will

it paſſed, on the death of his ſon without iſſue, to his grand-daughter, Lucy,

Ducheſs of St. Alban's : it is now the property of George Harley Drummond Eſq.,

whoſe father became poſſeſſed of it, under the will of George Duke of St. Alban's.

Cholmondeſton-Hall is now occupied by a farmer : this manor was held in the

reign of Edward I., by the ſervice of finding a man in arms to keep guard at

the gates of Cheſter, during the time of the fair".

The townſhip of Coole-Pilate lies nearly five miles S. S. W. from Nantwich.

The manor, which was anciently parcel of the barony of Wich-Malbank, is now

the property of Lord Kilmorey: in this townſhip were two halls, with con

ſiderable eſtates annexed, one of which belonged to the Whitneys, who became

poſſeſſed of it in the reign of Richard II, and had a ſeat there for many genera

tions; this eſtate was purchaſed in 1744° of Mr. Hugh Whitney, by whoſe death

the family is ſuppoſed to have become extinét, by Mr. John Darlington, whoſe

daughter brought it in marriage to Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold, the

preſent proprietor; the hall is occupied by a farmer. The other eſtate belonged

to a branch of the St. Pierres, and paſſed by a female heir to the Hortons, in or

about the reign of Henry IV. ‘: the laſt heir male of this family died about the

year 1740, when his eſtate devolved to Dr. William Davenport of Laycock in

Wilts, whoſe repreſentative ſold it in 1786 to Joſeph Skerret Eſq. the preſent

proprietor: the old hall has been taken down, and a farm-houſe built on the ſite.

The manor of Edlaſion belonged, at an early period to the Edlaſtons, who

ſold it in or about the year 1298, to the Foulſhurſts. From this family it is

ſuppoſed to have paſſed by ſale to the Cholmondeleys “, who were poſſeſſed of

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Ibid, * Ibid. * Ibid.

Vol. II. 3 P it
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it as early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth. It is now the property of the Earl

of Cholmondeley; the hall is occupied by a farmer.

Faddiley was anciently eſteemed an appendage of the manor of Baddiley,

but the owners of Woodhey had, at an early period, a manor here, held under the

lords of Baddiley, and the manor of Faddiley is now veſted in Wilbraham

Earl of Dyſart, proprietor of the Woodhey eſtate. Woodhey was in the reign

of Edward II. the ſeat of the Golbornes, from whom it paſſed by a female heir

in the fifteenth century, to Thomas Wilbraham Eſq., fifth in deſcent from Sir

Richard Wilbraham of Radnor, ſheriff of Cheſhire in 1269. Sir Richard

Wilbraham of Woodhey was created a baronet in 1627; his father, Thoulas

Wilbraham Eſq., was patron of William Webb, who wrote the Itinerary of

Cheſhire in “King's Vale-Royal ;” the title became extinët in 1692, by the

death of Sir Thomas Wilbraham the third baronet, in whom the male line of this

branch of the Wilbraham family ended. The Woodhey eſtate paſſed with Grace,

daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas Wilbraham, to Lord'Huntingtour, afterwards

Earl of Dyſart, from whom it has deſcended to the preſent Earl; the greater

part of the hall, which was the ſeat of the Wilbrahams, has been taken down;

the remains are fitted up as a farm-houſe. A domeſtic chapel was built at Woodhey

about the year 17oo, by Lady Wilbraham, widow of the laſt baronet, and endowed

in 1703 with 20 l. per ann. for the miniſter, who is appointed by the Earl of

Dyſart; 21. per ann. for the clerk, and 31 per ann. for repairs'.

The manor of Henhull was the property and ſeat of a family of that name,

which held it under the Vernons, Barons of Shipbrook: about the reign of

Edward IV. it was divided among the co-heirs of Richard Henhull 4. This manor

was afterwards in the Claytons, of which family it was purchaſed in 1573, by

the anceſtor of George James, Earl of Cholmondeley, the preſent proprietor.

Mr. Webb, in his Itinerary of Cheſhire, (in King's Vale-Royal,) written in the

year 1622, ſpeaks of Henhull as once a fair feat of the Claytons, a family then

almoſt worn out.

The townſhip of Hurlifton lies three miles N. W. from Nantwich: the manor

which paſſed with A&ton, as before-mentioned, is now the property of Henry

Tomkinſon Eſq., -

The townſhip of Poole, which lies about two miles N. N. W. from Nantwich, is

divided into three parts, called Barratt-Poole, War-Poole, and White-Poole, each of

* This townſhip lies nearly five miles W. by N. from Nantwich. * * A rent-charge

of 251 per an upon the manor of Newton in Staffordſhire, was ſettled by deed of gift of that

date, as appears by Lady Wilbraham's will, bearing date 1707. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

which
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which has a ſeparate manor. Barratt-Poole is the property of John Egerton Eſq.

of Oulton, whoſe anceſtors have poſſeſſed it for a conſiderable length of time";

War-Poole of the Earl of Dyſart, and White-Poole of Mrs. Elizabeth Elcock,

whoſe anceſtors have poſſeſſed this eſtate, and had a ſeat there for more than two

centuries'. Poole-Hall, now a farm houſe, which belonged to the family of

Leyceſter", and afterwards to the Taggs of A&on, has lately been purchaſed by

Mrs. Elcock-Webb, in his ltinerary (anno 1622), ſpeaks of an ancient houſe in

this townſhip, which had belonged to the Boydells, a reſpectable family then

worn out '. -

The manor of Soond, or Sound, was formerly in a family of that name, whoſe

heireſs brought it to the Chetwodes, in or about the reign of Edward IV.

In 1662 it was in the crown " : it is new the property of George James

Earl of Cholmondeley. Soond-Hall, now a farm-houſe, belonged to the Sneyds

of Bichton in Staffordſhire, of whom it was purchaſed about the year 1770,

by the father of Mr. Aſhton Becket, the preſent proprietor. -

The manor of Stoke was given by Randal de Praers, to his ſon Randal,

whoſe poſterity aſſumed the name of Stoke: from the Stokes it paſſed by ſucceſſive

female heirs, to the families of Beeſton and Aſton": before the year 1622, it

was purchaſed of the Aſtons, by Edward Minſhull Eſq.", whoſe family reſided at

Stoke-Hall more than a century: Milton's third wife, who ſurvived him, and

died at Nantwich in 1726, was of this family. The manor and hall of Stoke

were ſold in 1719, by Edward Minſhull Eſq. to Mr. Thomas Williams, whoſe

ſon, in 1753, conveyed it to Roger Wilbraham Eſq. In 1781 it was purchaſed

of the Wilbrahams, by the late Richard Craven Eſq., and is now veſted in his

daughters": the hall is occupied by a farmer. - -

The townſhip of Wordleſion or Worleſton lies three miles and a half north from

Nantwich : the manor was anciently in a family of that name ; a moiety of it

was ſold by Walter de Worleſton about the year 1290, to the Harcourts, and

paſſed by co-heirs to the Cholmondeleys and Bromleys; the other moiety

continued a century later in the Worleſtons, and paſſed by co-heireſſes to the
* *

* -

-

* Sir Philip Fgerton was Lord of Poole in 1662. Harl. MSS. N° 2010.

* See King's Vale. Royal. * The Leyceſters of Poole, of which family was Richard

Leyceſter, mayor of Cheſter in 1650, (ſee p. 306.) were deſcended from a younger ſon of Ralph

Leyceſter, who married the heireſs of Toft. * Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 73.

* Harl. MSS. N. 2010. - * Villare Ceſtrienſe. —Iſabel daughter and heir of Randal

de Stoke (about the latter end of the fourteenth century), married William Beeſton, whoſe

grand daughter Iſabel, married Sir Robert Aſton of Aſton. * See Webb's Itinerary in the

Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 73. * Elizabeth, wife of John Jaſper Garnett Eſq. of Nantwich,

Mary wife of Mr. John Richardſon, and Anne Craven ſpinſter.

3 P 2 families
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families of Crewe and Knolles: the co-heireſſes of Crewe brought eſtates in this

townſhip to the Boydells, Leyceſters, and Chetwodes "; Roger Chetwode, who

married the co-heireſs of Crewe of Pulcroft, was anceſtor of the Chetwodes

of Okeley and Worleſton, at which laſt-mentioned place they had a ſeat for

many years': another of the co-heireſſes of Crewe brought a portion of this

eſtate to a younger branch of the Leyceſters of Tabley, who ſettled at Worleſton,

and continued there ſeveral generations; this portion of the manor of Worleſton

is now (by inheritance from the Werdens) the property of George Harley

Drummond Eſq., having paſſed with Cholmondeſton; the other has lately been

purchaſed of Mrs. Craven, and the repreſentatives of her former huſband, Mr.

Fagg, by Mrs. Anne Elcock of Poole. Worleſton-Rookery, an ancient manſion,

which belonged probably to ſome of the families before-mentioned, is the property

and reſidence of Daniel Vawdrey Eſq. A branch of the Wilbrahams had a ſeat

in this townſhip, called Reaſe, or Reeſe-Heath-Hall, which paſſed by marriage to

the Windſors, and was purchaſed, in 1772, by Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold;

the preſent proprietor, of the repreſentatives of John Windſor Eſq.

The chapelry of Wrenbury compriſes the townſhips of Wrenbury, Wrenbury-cum

Frith, Bromhall, Chorley, Smeaton-wood, and Woodcote, befides part of the townſhip

of Dodcot-cum-Wilkſley, and the greater part of Newhall and Soond.

The townſhip of Wrenbury lies about five miles S.W. by W. from Nantwich;

the manor was held under the Vernons, by the family of Wrenbury, about the

year 130.o: from the Wrenburys, this manor, or at leaſt a part of it, paſſed by

ſucceſſive female heirs to the Oultons and Starkeys: the latter became poſſeſſed

about the cloſe of the fourteenth century. Mrs. Starkey, relićt of the late

Thomas Starkey Eſq., now poſſeſſes one-third of the manor of Wrenbury-cum

Frith, and reſides at Wrenbury-Hall; the other two-thirds belong to Sir R. S.

Cotton Bart., and it is probable were formerly parcel of the poſſeſſions of Com

bermere-Abbey. A manor of Wrenbury appears to have been in the family of

Le Strange, in the reign of Edward II." The Earl of Cholmondeley gives a

deputation for Wrenbury-cum-Frith, as ſtanding in the place of the Vernons, who

formerly held the paramount-manor.

Wrenbury-chapel", which ſtands about five miles from Nantwich, and

three miles from the mother-church of A&ton, is a handſome Gothic building,

with a tower: it contains ſeveral monuments and other memorials of the fa

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * They continued to have a ſeat there in the reign of James I.

See King's Vale-Royal. * Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. " From its antiquity

it is uſually called a pariſh-church, and Webb in his Itinerary ſays, “that it was ſo deemed in 1622;

but it differs in no reſpect from the other parochial-shapels of Cheſhire, and has never been inſtituted

to, as a pariſh-church.” ---

5 milies
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milies of Cotton, Starkey; and Barrow: the monument of Samuel Barrow

Eſq. of Sheppen-Hall, who died in 1798, is by Bacon. The principal mo

numents of the Cotton family are thoſe of Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton,

who died in 1748, and Sir Lynch Saluſbury Cotton, who died in 1776.

The chapel of Wrenbury, which has been for ſeveral centuries parochial, is in

the patronage of the vicar of A&ton, who is charged with the payment of a

ſtipend of 10l. per ann. to the curate: the regiſter of baptiſms and burials for

this chapelry commences in the year 1593.

A free-ſchool was founded at Wrenbury by Mr. Ralph Bulkeley in 1605; it is

endowed with the intereſt of 23ol. given by various benefačtors, for the edu

cation of eight poor children, and there is a ſtock of 26ol, the intereſt of which is

appropriated to bind them apprentices. Mr. George Palin gave the ſum of 2001 to

be laid out in lands for the uſe of the poor of this chapelry". The chapel ſtock.

is ſaid by biſhop Gaſtrell to have been in his time 75l. per ann. out of which,

Iol. per ann. was paid to the curate, and Iol, to the ſchoolmaſter.

The townſhip of Bromhall lies about three miles and a half S. W. by S. from

Nantwich: the manor, which had been parcel of the barony of Nantwich, be

longed, at an early period to the Chettletons, and has paſſed with Badington to

Lord Kilmorey. Bromhall-Hall is a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Chorley lies nearly ſix miles W. by S. from Nantwich : the

manor, heretofore parcel of the barony of Nantwich, was, in the reign of

Edward II. held under the Audleys, by Robert Harcourt, whoſe daughters and co

heireſſes both married into the Cholmondeley family; Iſabel brought a moiety of

the manor to Hugh Cholmondeley, whoſe daughter and heir, Lettice, married

Roger Bromley of Basford; after continuing in the Bromley family for ſeveral

deſcents, this moiety was purchaſed in 1561, by Hugh Cholmondeley of Chol

mondeley, anceſtor of the Earl of Cholmondeley, the preſent proprietor: the

other moiety paſſed with Maud, the other daughter and co-heir of Robert

Harcourt’, to the anceſtor of the Cholmondeleys of Chorley, who were ſettled

in this townſhip for ſeveral deſcents. Sir Richard Cholmondeley, a diſtinguiſhed

military officer, who had a command at Flodden-field, and was afterwards

lieutenant of the Tower, was the laſt of the family who reſided at Chorley. By

his will, made in 1521, he left his eſtates to his brother Roger, who had ſettled in

Yorkſhire, and in default of heirs male, to the Cholmondeleys of Cholmon

deley: this Roger Cholmondeley was anceſtor of Sir Hugh Cholmley’, the brave

* Fuller's Worthies, p. 183. * In ſome of the pedigrees of the family he is erroneouſly

made to marry an heireſs of Chorley of Chorley. ! So the name has been ſpelt by the

Yorkſhire branch of the family,

defender
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defender of Scarborough-caſtle, who was created a baronet in 1641 ". The

laſt-mentioned moiety of Chorley was purchaſed of the Cholmondeleys of Chorley

by the Earl of Cholmondeley’s anceſtors in the reign of Henry VI., long before

they became poſſeſſed of the other moiety by purchaſe from the Bromleys, and

before the Chorley branch migrated into Yorkſhire *: Sir Roger Cholmondeley, or

Cholmley, (as his name was uſually ſpelt,) chief juſtice of England, and founder of

the grammar-ſchool at Highgate near London, was a natural ſon of Sir Richard

before-mentioned.

The manor of Smeaton-wood belongs to Sir R. S. Cotton Bart. having been

parcel of the poſſeſſions of Combermere-Abbey. Within this townſhip, in an

extreme angle of the chapelry of Wrenbury, ſtands Burley-dam-chapel, built by

the Cotton family, not long after the diſſolution of Combermere-Abbey, for the

accommodation of their tenants: the curate is nominated by Sir R. Saluſbury

Cotton Bart. The preſent chapel was built by Sir Lynch S. Cotton, not far

from the ſite of the old one, and conſecrated in 1769; the gates and iron-rails

were brought from Llewenny. This chapel has been augmented by Queen

Anne's bounty. A ſkirmiſh between a party of Lord Capel's forces from

Whitchurch, and about a thouſand of the parliamentary garriſon at Nantwich,

took place near Burley-dam-chapel, April 11, 1643 W.

The townſhip of Newhall, the greater part of which lies in this pariſh, is

ſituated about five miles S. W. by S. from Nantwich. The manor belonged for

ſeveral generations to the baronial family of Audley, who had a caſtle at Newhall,

of which, in Dugdale’s time, ſome ruins remained. Leland ſpeaks of “Newhaule

Tower, a place of the Lord Audley's,” as dilapidated in the reign of Henry VIII. *;

this eſtate deſcended with the barony of Audley to the Touchets: in the reign

of Henry VIII., being then veſted in Sir Anthony Browne and his wife, it was by

them ſurrendered to the crown ; it appears to have been afterwards in a branch

of the Egerton family, which had been before ſettled at Chriſtleton", and is

now the property of Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton Bart., whoſe family have

poſſeſſed it for ſeveral generations.—Aſton is a hamlet of this townſhip.

In that part of the townſhip of Dodcot-cum-Wilk/ley, which is ſituated within

this chapelry, is Combermere, (or as it is called in ancient charters Cumbermere,)

. . This title became extina by the death of Sir William Cholmley in 1688; the male line was

continued by a couſin, who married the heireſs; but became extinct by the death of Nathaniel

Cholmley Eſq. in 1791 : his ſon-in-law, Henry Hopkins Fane took the name of Cholmley, and

has male iſſue. * 33 and 35 Henry VI.-Cholmondeley Evidences.

Burghall's Diary printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. 911. -*

* Itin. Vol. VII. p. 31. . * Record in the Augmentation-office.

* King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 65. º

* 8 the
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the ſeat of Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton Bart., on the fite of which Hugh de

Malbank in the year 1133, founded an abbey of Benedićtine monks, and dedicated

it to the virgin Mary and St. Michael, endowing it with the fourth part of the barony

of Nantwich, and ſeveral manors, lands, and churches . The revenues of this

monaſtery were eſtimated in the year 1534 at 2251. 9s. 6d. clear yearly value; in

or about 1540 the ſite and a great part of the eſtates of the abbey were granted to

George Cotton" eſquire of the body to Henry VIII. and Mary his wife'. In conſe

quence of this grant they fixed their refidence at Combermere, which has ever

ſince been the ſeat of their poſterity: it ſtands on the ſite of the monaſtery, ſome

of the buildings of which are ſtanding, but greatly altered ; the preſent library,

which is forty feet by twenty-ſeven, is ſuppoſed to have been the refectory, but

ſeems to have been altered ſoon after the diſſolution; the ceiling and wainſcot

being much enriched with the ornaments then in uſe. Sir Robert Cotton, who had

been knighted by King Charles II. at the Reſtoration, was created a baronet in 1677,

and was great grandfather of Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton the preſent baronet.

Sir R. S. Cotton's ſeat is pleaſantly ſituated on the banks of an extenſive and

beautiful mere from which the place derives its name: this mere, which is ſkirted

with woods, is of no great width, but is about three quarters of a mile in length,

and from its circuitous form has, in ſome fituations, the appearance of a river; it

is of great depth, and abounds with various kinds of fiſh,

The pariſh of ALDERLey, which contains three townſhips, Over-Alderley,

Nether-Alderley, and Great Warford, lies in the hundred and deanery of Maccleſ.

field, the church being ſituated in Nether-Alderley, about fix miles N. W. from

Macclesfield, and about ſeven miles due eaſt from Knutsford : it had anciently a

market on Saturday, granted about the year 1253 to Walkelin de Arderne', to

gether with a fair for three days at the feſtival of St. Lawrence.

-The manor of Over-Alderley, at the time of taking the Domeſday ſurvey, was

in moieties, between William Fitz-Nigel and Bigot, brother of Bigot the Earl

Marſhall. It does not appear how the latter moiety paſſed; probably in marriage

to the family of Montalt, for the Barons of Montalt are ſtiled in ſome ancient pe

digrees lords of Over-Alderley. Leuca, who was aunt and eventually heireſs of

Robert, the laſt baron of Montaltº, married Philip de Orreby the younger, whoſe

* See Dug. Mon, i. 764, 765. * Son of John Cotton Eſq. whoſe family had been ſettled

for many generations at Cotton in the county of Salop. * Fee-farm roll, Augmentation

office. * Pat. and Cart. 37 and 38 Henry III. * See a volume of Cheſhire pedigrees

in the Heralds' College, formerly belonging to Mr. Francis Baſſano, deputy herald for Cheſter,

p. 71. The pedigree of the Montalts is taken from a plea at Cheſter, Clegg verſus Stanley,

25 Henry VI.

- only
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only daughter and heir married Walkelin de Arderne above-mentioned, to whom

ſhe ſeems to have brought one moiety of Over-Alderley in marriage. His poſſeſſion

of the other moiety may be accounted for by deſcent from the Aldfords, whoſe

anceſtor, Sir Robert Aldford, married Sarah daughter of Richard Fitz-Euſtace",

baron of Halton', and probably had with her in marriage the moiety of Over

Alderley, which the ſaid Richard poſſeſſed by inheritance from William Fitz

Nigel above-mentioned. Walkelin de Arderne, who was ſome time chief juſtice

of Cheſter", appears to have been poſſeſſed both of Over and Nether-Alderley,

which were ſeparated after the death of his grandſon, and not again united till the

reign of Queen Elizabeth. Over-Alderley appears to have paſſed in the early

part of Edward the Third's reign to a younger branch of the Arderne family, the

heireſs of which 'brought it in marriage to the Weevers, and the heireſs of

Weever, after two or three generations, to John, third ſon of Thomas, Lord

Stanley, who was ſummoned to Parliament in the year 1456, and younger bro

ther of the firſt Earl of Derby. Thomas Stanley Eſq. the lineal deſcendant of this

John, was created a baronet in the year 1660, and was the immediate anceſtor of

Sir John Thomas Stanley Bart., who is lord of the manors of Over-Alderley and

Nether-Alderley". A third part of the manor of Over-Alderley was purchaſed by

the preſent Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. of Sir J. F. Leyceſter Bart. of Tabley: this

portion of the manor which had been ſeparated from the remainder at an early

period, was conveyed in 1337 by Richard Motterſhed to the Groſvenors, a co

heireſs of which family brought it to the Leyceſters of Tabley.

The manor of Nether-Alderley was at a very early period in the family of Ald

ford of Aldford, by grant from one of the Earls of Cheſter; about the year 1202

Sir John Arderne married the heireſs of Aldford: his deſcendant and nameſake

died about the year 1423, without iſſue male; leaving a daughter and ſole heir

married to Thomas Stanley Eſq. of Elford in Staffordſhire, ſecond ſon of Sir John

Stanley K. G. and great uncle of John Stanley who acquired Over-Alderley by

marriage with the heireſs of Weever. A grandſon of Thomas Stanley above

mentioned, being the laſt heir male of that branch of the family, ſold the rever

fion of Nether-Alderley to Sir William Stanley of Holt, brother of John Stanley

* Some pedigrees make her Mary, fiſter of Robert Fitz-Euſtace. * The manor

of Over-Alderley is ſtill held of the fee of Halton.

* Between the years 1250 and 1258. King's Vale-Royal. * Peter Arderne, who

died in 1346, had two daughters; Chriſtiana, who married John Fitton of Bollin, and died without

iſſue; and Margaret married to Richard Weever of Weever, whoſe great grandſon of the ſame

name had an only daughter married to John Stanley above-mentioned. * Moſt of the

particulars relating to the manors of Over-Alderley and Nether-Alderley, and the ſeveral halls in

Nether-Alderley, were obligingly communicated by Sir J. T. Stanley Bart.

of
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of Weever and Alderley. This Sir William Stanley was beheaded by King Henry

the Seventh, and on the death of John Stanley of Elford and Pype Eſq. this manor

became forfeited to the Crown: King Henry the Eighth granted it to William

Brereton Eſq. groom of the chambers to Queen Anne Bolen, who ſoon afterwards

loſt his life on the ſcaffold, for ſuppoſed criminality with his unhappy miſtreſs.

The manors of Nether-Alderley, Aldford, and Etchells, having been granted for a

term of years to Sir Edmund Peckham, cofferer of the houſehold to the King, and

afterwards for life to Margaret Moreton, gentlewoman of the chamber to Queen

Mary, were at length ſold to Sir Edward Fitton of Gawſworth, and Robert

Tatton Eſq. of Withenſhaw, who having divided their purchaſe, Alderley was

ſold by Sir Edward Fitton to Sir Thomas Stanley, anceſtor of the preſent pro

prietor, in whom, as hath been already mentioned, the two manors became united.

The tenants of this manor are exempt from attendance at the hundred courts.

Alderley-hall in Nether-Alderley was from an early period the ſeat of the

Stanleys, who had a confiderable eſtate in that townſhip before they acquired the

manor. The hall, which had been newly fronted, and in great part rebuilt" by

Sir Edward Stanley in 1754, was burnt down in the year 1779; the offices have

been fince fitted up as a farm-houſe: the family removed to an old manſion

called the Park-houſe, at the ſouthern extremity of the park, now the ſeat of Sir

J. T. Stanley Bart. Alderley-Park abounds with remarkably fine beech trees,

growing by the ſide of an extenſive ſheet of water called Radnor-mere: theſe trees,

which were planted about the year 1640 by Sir Thomas Stanley the firſt baronet,

vary in girth from about 12 to 14 feet, and continue of nearly the ſame girth to

the height of 20 feet: the largeſt contains 192 feet of timber in the boll, and

128 in the branches. Above the park is a high ridge of ground called Alderley

edge, which riſing rather abruptly out of a flat country, affords one of the richeſt

and moſt extenſive proſpects in the county; Sir J. T. Stanley has made a drive of

eaſy aſcent to the top. This hill produces in ſmall quantities near the top, copper,

lead, and cobalt ore". Webb, in his Itinerary of Cheſhire, written in 1622,

£peaks of a conſpicuous beacon on Alderley-edge ".

There were four other halls in Nether-Alderley, formerly the ſeats of reſpectable

gentry ; two of theſe, Heywood-Hall and Soſs-Moſs-Hall, are ſtanding and occu

pied by farmers, the others, Fallows-hall and Monks heath-hall, have been taken

down, and farm-houſes built on their ſites. Heywood or Hea-wood-Hall was the

feat of an ancient family of that name, which became extinét in the male line in

* The hall of a former manſion built by Thomas Stanley Eſq. in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

was ſuffered to remain; it was 50 feet by 40. * See p. 413. * Vale-Royal,

part 2. p. 89.

WoL. II. 3 Q- the
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the fixteenth century: the heireſs married Ralph Holinſhed a younger ſon of the

Holinſheds of Boſley, and couſin and nameſake of Holinſhed the Chronicler.

This branch of the ancient family of Holinſhed having for many generations re

ſided at Heywood, became extinét in the male line in 1703, when Heywood paſſed

by a female heir to the family of Fallows of Fallows-Hall, in the ſame townſhip;

upon this event the Fallows family removed to Heywood. In 1801 William

Fallows Eſq. ſold Heywood-Hall, which had then been long occupied by farmers,

(his family having removed into Derbyſhire,) to J. T. Stanley Eſq. (now Sir J. T.

Stanley Bart.) the preſent proprietor.

Soſs-Moſs-Hall was for many generations a ſeat of the ancient family of Wyche,

or De la Wyche, who were before of Davenham : Sir Peter Wyche, who was

ambaſſador to Conſtantinople in the reign of King Charles I., was firſt couſin of

Richard Wyche, the firſt of the family who ſettled at Alderley " : in 1753, it was

ſold by William Wyche Gent. to Sir Edward Stanley Bart., and is now the pro

perty of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. Some of the Wyche family ſtill reſide on a ſmall

farm, in which Mr. Wyche reſerved a life intereſt when he ſold his eſtates in

Alderley to Sir Edward Stanley.

Fallows, or Falwitz-Hall, was for many generations the ſeat of the family of

Fallows or Falwitz, deſcended from Thomas, a younger ſon of the ancient family

of Aldford of Aldford, who in the reign of Henry III. aſſumed the name of De

Falwitz from Falwitz in Nether-Alderley, where he fixed his reſidence. William

Fallows Eſq. the lineal deſcendant of this Thomas, being poſſeſſed of Heywood

Hall in conſequence of his father's marriage with the heireſs of Holinſhed, ſold

Fallows-Hall, with the demeſne attached to it, in or about the year 1697, to the

anceſtor of the preſent proprietor, Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle. William Fallows

Eſq. the lineal deſcendant of the ancient family above-mentioned removed into

Derbyſhire; his ſon now reſides in London.

Monks-Heath-Hall became the ſeat of a younger branch of the Wards of

Capeſthorne about the latter end of the fifteenth century; it belonged afterwards

to the family of Antrobus, but before the year 1671 was repurchaſed by the

Wards, then by the extinction of the elder branch become Wards of Capeſthorne.

Monks-Heath-Hall has been long ago taken down, and a farm-houſe built on the

ſite. In 1748 the ancient family of Ward became extinct in the male line; the

eſtate is now the property of Davies Davenport Eſq. one of the repreſentatives in

parliament for the county of Cheſter, whoſe grandfather married the daughter and

only child of John Ward Eſq. the laſt heir male.

• Heraldic Colle&tions by W. Smith rouge-dragon purſuivant, in the Heralds’ college, f. 78.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter’s MSS. at Tabley.
-

The
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The manor of Great-Warford which had been held at a very early period

under the Mainwarings by the family of Poutrell, was given by Roger Mainwaring

Eſq. to his brother Ralph ; the date of the grant is uncertain, but it appears that

Lawrence Mainwaring, ſon of Ralph, ſucceſsfully maintained his right to this

manor againſt Richard Poutrell about the year 1286'. In or about the year

1337, this manor was conveyed by Geffrey de Stockport and Eleanor his wife,

to John de Motlow and his wife Joyce'; it is not known how or when it paſſed

to the Maſſeys of Podington, who were in poſſeſſion at leaſt as early as the year

1449 "; having paſſed with the Podington eſtate, it is now the property of Sir

Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart.

In the pariſh church are a few memorials of the families of Stanley, Ward, and

Holinſhed; there was formerly a monument for Sir Peter Arderne, who died in

the reign of Edward III. and his wife Chriſtiana " : Sir J. T. Stanley is patron of

the rectory, the advowſon of which has always been attached to the manor of

Nether-Alderley, in which townſhip the church is fituated.

The ſchool-houſe at Alderley was built by the Rev. Hugh Shaw, curate of the

pariſh, in 1628; the ſchool has ſince been endowed with the ſum of Iool, given

by Mr. Thomas Deane, who reſided as a tenant at the Park-houſe, and died in

1695; 1 ool, given by John Parker Eſq.; 5ol. given by Mr. George Baguly;

and 21. Ios. by Mr. Robert Norbury'. The feoffees, of whom the rector is one,

nominate the maſter; the ſchool-houſe is repaired by, and belongs to the pariſh.

The pariſh of ALDford, which is ſituated in the hundred of Broxton and

deanery of Malpas, contains the townſhips of Aldford, Buerton, Edgerley, and part

of Churton ; the church ſtands about four miles S. E. from Cheſter. This place

had in ancient times a market on Tueſday, granted to Walkelin de Arderne

about the year 1253 *, together with a fair for three days at the feſtival of the

exaltation of the holy croſs. Aldford was for many generations the ſeat and

manor of the ancient family of the Aldfords, who acquired it by grant from one of

the Earls of Cheſter: it having deſcended by the ſame title as the manor of

Nether-Alderley to the Fittons, Sir Edward Fitton Bart., the laſt heir male of

the Gawſworth family, bequeathed it to Charles Gerard, Lord Brandon, after

wards Earl of Macclesfield, whoſe niece Lady Mohun, jointly with her ſecond

huſband Charles Mordaunt Eſq. ſold it about the year 1729 to Sir Richard

Groſvenor, anceſtor of Earl Groſvenor, the preſent proprietor. Aldford Hall, an

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Records in the caſtle at Cheſter 11 Edw. III.

* Eſch. 28 Henry VI. in the caſtle at Cheſter. * When Randal Holme viſited the

Cheſhire churches after the civil war. 7 Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

* See Pat. and Cart. 37 and 38 Henry III.

3 Q_2 - anClent
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ancient manſion, is now occupied by a farmer. There was in ancient times a

caſtle at this place, the chief ſeat of the family of Aldford, who had large poſ.

ſeſſions in Cheſhire; the foundations of the caſtle, moated half round, are ſtill

viſible, and on an adjoining eminence thoſe of the keep, with a circular foſſe. A

garriſon was placed at Aldford by Sir William Brereton during the fiege of Cheſter.

A large manſion at Aldford, called Mockbeggars' Hall, now a farm-houſe,

erected about the year 1650, was occaſionally inhabited by Lord Mohun when he

was poſſeſſed of the manor. -

The pariſh church contains nothing remarkable : Earl Groſvenor is patron of

the rectory.

The manor of Buerton " was held of the Aldfords in the reign of Edward I., by

the family of Pulford, by ſervice either of repairing a certain portion of Aldford

caſtle", or of aſſiſting in the ward of it *. From the Pulfords this manor paſſed

ſucceſſively by female heirs to the Groſvenors of Hulme", and the Stanleys of

Hooton"; Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart. is the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Edgerley or Eggerley, which contains only one houſe', be

longed in ancient times to the families of De la More and Heath . In or before

the year 1451 it became the property of the Maſfies of Coddington, a younger

branch of which ſettled at Edgerley, and continued to reſide there for ſeveral

generations. In the reign of King Charles II. they ſold this manor to the Small

woods, of whom it was purchaſed about the year 1770 by the Rev. Thomas Ince

rećtor of Handley, grandfather of Townſend Ince Eſq. the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Churton is within the manor of Farndon, and is the property

of Roger Barnſton Eſq.; the northern part of this townſhip is in Aldford, the

ſouthern ſide, with the hall, in Farndon.

The pariſh of Ashton-on-MeRsey, which lies in the hundred of Bucklow

and deanery of Frodſham, contains a part only of the townſhip of Aſhton and

the whole townſhip of Sale. The townſhip of Aſhton-on-Merſey, which is fituated,

as its name implies, on the banks of the Merſey, lies eight miles ſouth from

Mancheſter, five miles north from Altrincham, and nine miles W. N. W. from

Stockport. ; -

A moiety of the manor which was held under the barons of Dunham-Maſſey

Ror many generations by the Carringtons of Carlington, paſſed by a female heir

to the Booths, from whom it deſcended to the Earl of Stamford and Warrington,

4.

• This townſhip conſiſts only of one farm. - * Eſch, 15 Edward I. in Cheſter caſtle.

* Eſch. 18 Edward I. * About the year 1380. * About the year 1477.

* Edgerley-Hall, now occupied by a farmer. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

3 the
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the preſent proprietor: the other moiety was held under the Boydells by the

Hondfords of Hondford, from whom it paſſed by marriage to the Breretons, and

continued in their poſſeſſion till after the middle of the ſeventeenth century:

this moiety became afterwards the property of Lord Wiſcount Allen of the king

dom of Ireland, and was ſold by him in 1749 to George Earl of Warrington;

the whole now belongs to his repreſentative the preſent Earl of Stamford and

Warrington.

The manor of Sale was the property of Geffrey, ſon of Adam Dutton", anceſtor

of the Warburtons, who is ſaid to have beſtowed it in the year 1187 on two of

his gentlemen, Richard Maſcie and Thomas Holte': their deſcendants continued

to hold it in moieties in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In 1684 the whole manor

was veſted in Richard Maſcie Eſq.; his only daughter brought it in marriage to

Robert Malyn of Nottingham, whoſe ſon, the Rev. Maſcie Malyn, died in 1727.

The manor having been divided between his two ſiſters and coheirs, one moiety

paſſed by marriage to Noble of Lichfield, whoſe daughters ſold it in 1763

to Samuel Egerton Eſq. of Tatton; the other paſſed in marriage to Peter Main

waring of Mancheſter M.D., and by his bequeſt to the Leghs of High-Legh.

The whole is now, by purchaſe from the Egertons and Leghs, the property of

John Moore Eſq. of Croſs-ſtreet in Aſhton, who has purchaſed alſo the hall of

Sale, now in the occupation of John Mort Eſq. -

AstBURY lies in the deanery of Middlewich, and for the moſt part in the

hundred of Northwich “: the church is ſituated on the great Mancheſter road,

about a mile from the town of Congleton, which is one of the townſhips of this

pariſh; its townſhips are twelve in number: Newbold-Aſtbury, Big-Lawton,

Congleton, Davenport, Eaton, Hulmewaſield, Great Moreton, Odd-Rode, Radnor,

Smallwood, Somerford-Booths, and Somerford-Radnor.

* It is ſaid, both in the Colle&tions of Laurence Boſtock and James Chaloner (Harl. MSS.

Nº 139, f. 68. and 1535, at the end), that John de Lacy, Baron of Halton, give Sale and many other

manors, which are enumerated, to Adam de Dutton, in marriage with his daughter Alice; but it is

certain that Adam Dutton's wife was named Agnes (ſee a deed of this Adam in Sir Peter Leyceſter’s

Antiquities, p. 384), and ſhe is ſaid to have been the daughter and heir of Roger Fitz-Alured or

Alfred (Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 355 and 384). John Lacy had a daughter Alice (Sir P. Leyceſter,

p. 267); it ſeems not improbable that ſhe married Geffrey Dutton, ſon of Adam, of whoſe wife

there is no account in the pedigrees of the Warburton family (ſee Kimber's Baronetage); and as a

confirmation of the conjećture, there is a deed printed in Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities (p. 229),

by which John Lacy gives the manor of Clifton to Gºffrey Dutton, with the expreſſion, ſilicet de

txore deſponſatà. ' Dr. Williamſon ſays that the Holtes inherited their moiety of the manor

from the family of Sale in the reign of Richard II. Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Hulmewalfield,

Somerford-Booths, and Eaton, are in the hundred of Macclesfield. Each

dCſl:
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Each townſhip has its overſeer and other officers, but the whole pariſh is under

the government of one church-warden, which office is ſerved in rotation by eight

perſons, commonly called “ the poſts of the pariſh;” properly prapoſiti, or

provoſts: the mayor of Congleton is always one, and the office, which is ſerved

by deputy, is attached to fix of the principal halls", and to Brereton-Hall,

which was formerly within this pariſh. -

The townſhip of Newbold-Aſtbury appears to have conſiſted of two manors,

Newbold, and Aſtbury, belonging anciently to the families of Venables and

Aſtbury; from the laſt-mentioned family Aſtbury paſſed by a female heir to the

Somerfords. Sir Richard Venables, a younger ſon of William Venables,

Baron of Kinderton, ſettled at Newbold in the reign of Henry III., and his

poſterity appear to have continued there for four deſcents; his great, great

grandſon, William Venables, being deſcribed of Newbold in 1336'. Both

theſe manors were purchaſed in the reign of Edward III., by Sir Thomas

Hawkſtone", and paſſed in marriage with a grand-daughter of his brother, Sir

John Hawkeſtone (one of Lord Audley's Eſquires) to the Egertons of Betley,

afterwards of Wrinehill, who appear to have ſold them to the Oldfields before

the year 1640 °. Archdale Palmer Eſq., who purchaſed of the Oldfields, was

poſſeſſed of this eſtate in 1662 °; it is now the property of John Egerton Eſq.

of Oulton, to whoſe family it is ſuppoſed to have paſſed from the Palmers by

marriage. Wall-hill, in this townſhip, now a farm-houſe, was, for many years,

the ſeat of a branch of the Rode family.

The pariſh church of Aſtbury is a handſome Gothic ſtrućture, with a ſpire;

the roof, which is richly carved in wood, was put up in 1616 and 1617;

the artiſt’s name, Richard Lowndes, and the names and arms of the principal

gentry of the pariſh, who were the prapoſti, or poſts, appear on the frieze. In

the chancel is the monument of Mary, daughter of Richard Groſvenor, and wife

of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley, put up in 1609; at the eaſt end of the ſouth

aiſle, is an ancient figure in plate armour, with mail gorget, who by the arms

on the ſurcoat appears to have been of the Davenport family. In a chapel at

the end of this aiſle, are monuments of the Bellots of Moreton ; and in the ſame

* Davenport, Somerford-Radnor, Great and Little-Moreton, Eaton and Odd-Rode.

' From an account of the Venables family, drawn up by Sampſon Erdſwick, at the end of

Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe, now in the Britiſh Muſeum.

* Adam de Drayton who probably had married a daughter of William Venables conveyed Newbold

to Thomas de Hawkeſtone, 24 Edw. III. Robert de Wyrhall, and Agnes his wife conveyed

Newbold-Aſtbury, 44 Edw. Il I. Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter.

* Villare Ceſtrieuſe. ° Harl. MSS. N° 2dio.

aiſle,
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aiſle, thoſe of Peter Shakerley of Somerford-Hall, who died in 1781, and Edmund

Swetenham Eſq. of Somerford Booths, who died in 1768, being the laſt heirs

male of thoſe ancient families. The chapel at the end of the north aiſle is the

burial-place of the Moretons of Little-Moreton, but there is no other memorial

for them than a ſlab, inſcribed to the memory of Sir William Moreton, recorder

of London, the laſt heir male, who died in 1763, and his lady; there are

monuments alſo in this chapel for Randle Wilbraham of Rode-Hall, M. P., who

died in 1770, and the late Richard Wilbraham Bootle Eſq.", who repreſented

the city of Cheſter in five ſucceſſive parliaments, and died in 1796. In the

church-yard are ſome very ancient monuments, aſcribed to the Breretons; one of

which, by an inſcription of comparatively modern date, is appropriated to Sir

Ralph Brereton and his wife Ada, daughter of David Earl of Huntingdon ;

but there is more reaſon to ſuppoſe that ſome of theſe, if not all, belonged to a

younger branch of the family of Venables ", which was ſettled for ſeveral deſcents

at Newbold in Aſtbury.

Richard de Meſnilwaring gave the advowſon of this church to the abbot and

convent of St. Werburgh at Cheſter", the Venables family notwithſtanding for

many years claimed the right of preſentation, but after a long law-ſuit, William.

Venables, in the year 1298, gave up the conteſt, and ſurrendered his claim to the

Abbey'. In 1393 the great tithes were appropriated to the abbot and convent,

and a vicarage endowed", but it appears that they were again veſted in a rector,

before the diſſolution of the monaſtery". The advowſon of this valuable rectory

was given by King Henry VIII. to the dean and chapter of Cheſter, but the

grant being afterwards annulled, it was granted in fic farm, by Queen Elizabeth.

After paſſing through ſeveral hands, it was purchaſed by the Crewe family, and

is now the property of the right honourable Lord Crewe. Among the records in

the Tower is a licence from King Edward I., during his wars with the Welſh.

in 1282, to John de Stanley, rector of Aſtbury, for buying proviſions for the

ſupport of his houſhold at St. Botolph's fair . The following inſtance of

longevity occurs in the regiſter of burials belonging to this pariſh : “ Alice

Walker widow, aged almoſt 1o 5, buried Nov. 28, 1747.”

The townſhip of Bug-Lawton lies nearly three miles N. E. by E. from

Congleton. Bug-Lawton was a ſeat of the ancient family of Tuchet or Touchet

* See p. 369, * See p. 447. ' Dugdale’s Monaſticon, Vol. I. p. 201.

* 1)r. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

* The abbot and convent preſented to the reëtory of Aſtbury in 1512. Biſhop Gaſtrell.

* Rot. Wall. 11 Edw. I.

7 from
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from nearly the time of the Conqueſt'. Sir Robert Touchet of Bug-Lawton,

had ſummons to Parliament as a baron in the reign of Edward II. ; his grandſon,

Sir John Touchet, (who diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the wars with France, and was

ſlain in an engagement with the Spaniſh fleet before Rochelle,) married the

fiſter and co-heir of Nicholas Lord Audley; in conſequence of which match his

poſterity enjoyed the title of Lord Audley. James Touchet, Lord Audley,

was ſlain at Blore-heath, where he had the command of the Lancaſtrian forces;

his ſon, John Lord Audley, was ſome time Lord High Treaſurer of Ireland;

James, Lord Audley, the next in ſucceſſion, was beheaded on Tower-Hill,

having been taken priſoner among the rebels in the battle of Black-heath in 1497.

John Lord Audley, ſon of this James, having been reſtored to the rank and

poſſeſſions of his father, ſurrendered the manor of Bug-Lawton in 1535, to

King Henry VIII . In the year 1565, this manor belonged to the Bagnall family:

in or about the year 1596, Sir Henry Bagnall ſold it to Sir Randal Mainwaring ".

It was purchaſed of the Mainwarings, by John Stafford Eſq. of Macclesfield,

and by him ſold to Samuel Egerton Eſq. of Tatton, from whom it has paſſed with

the Tatton eſtate to Wilbraham Egerton Eſq., the preſent proprietor. The Hall

and demeſne, having been ſeparated from the manor, belonged to the family

of Bullock, and was purchaſed in 1807, by R. Keymer Eſq., now of Bug

Lawton-Hall. Croſsley, in this townſhip, (now only confidered as a farm,) the

property of Col. Ram, M.P. for Wexford, belonged, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

to the family of Johnſon; it was then reputed a manor”. In the townſhip of

Bug-Lawton is a mineral ſpring, the water of which is ſaid to have been found

ſerviceable in ſcorbutic caſes ‘.

The town of Congleton is pleaſantly ſituated in a hilly and well-wooded country

on the banks of the river Daven, or Dane, over which is a handſome ſtone-bridge

built in 1782; the great road from London to Liverpool paſſes through this

town, which is diſtant one hundred and fixty-one miles from the former, and forty

three from the latter. -

The borough was incorporated by Henry Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, between the

years 1281 and 131 o', but it appears to have been ſo denominated at an earlier

* Woodnoth’s Pedigrees. * Record in the Augmentation-office.

• Ancient abſtract of Evidences in the poſſeſſion of the Mainwaring family, compiled by Sir

William Dugdale. * Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. * See p. 416.

* This charter was ſubſequent to the King's charter for the market, 1o Edw. I., and muſt

have been before 1310, which was the year of the Earl’s death. Biſhop Gaſtrell ſpeaks of this

charter as bearing date 10 Edw. I. (1281, or 1282), the ſame year as the grant of the market,

bat the Charter among the muniments of the corporation is without date.

- period,
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period, the grantees in the Earl's charter, being deſcribed as the free-burgeſſes

of Congleton ; who are thereby empowered to have a gild-mercatorial, to elect

out of their body, a mayor and inferior officers, and to be exempt from toll,

throughout Cheſhire: King Henry VIII. exempted the townſmen from attendance

at the county-courts, and Queen Elizabeth granted them further privileges. The

corporation now conſiſts, under a charter of King James I. of a mayor and eight

aldermen, two of whom are juſtices, and fixteen capital-burgeſſes: the mayor

and juſtices are empowered to hold a general ſeſſions of peace for the borough,

and the mayor and town-clerk to take cognizance of debts; the corporation elect

a high-ſteward, by whom, or his deputy, the courts-leet are held. ' The celebrated

preſident Bradſhaw, who was many years an inhabitant of Congleton, where

he praćtiſed as a barriſter at law, was an alderman of the borough, and ſerved

the office of mayor in 1637; it appears that he was afterwards high-ſteward.

It was reſolved, Jan. 21, 1655-6, “that John Bradſhaw Eſq. of this borough,

learned in the law, be continued high-ſteward of, and council for this borough;

as formerly, and be paid the ſame ſalary quarterly, for counſel, as heretofore hath

been paid, and that he be acquainted herewith, and his acceptance thereof

deſired “.” Preſident Bradſhaw had been made chief juſtice of Cheſter by the

Parliament in 1647. -

The guild-hall at Congleton was re-built with brick in 1805; this build

ing contains a room for the confinement of debtors, and two arched ſtone

cells for criminals: it has a piazza, with ſtone pillars, for the uſe of the

market people. The market, which is on Saturday, was granted by King

Edward I. to Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln, in the year 1281, or 1282 ', with

a fair for three days, at the feſtival of the Holy Trinity; this fair has been

diſcontinued. King James's charter recognizes three ancient fairs, on the feaſts

of St. Philip and James, the Viſitation of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and the

Tranſlation of St. Martin the Biſhop; and grants a fourth on the Thurſday before

Shrovetide; the fairs now held, are on the 12th of May, the 13th of July,

and the 22d of November; they are principally for the ſale of horſes, cattle,

and Yorkſhire cloth. The market is chiefly for butchers meat, and other pro

viſions; it was ſome years ago a confiderable open corn-market.

There was formerly a manufacture of leather-laces at this town, which were

called Congleton-points; this has been diſcontinued; ribbon-weaving for the

Coventry merchants was for many years carried on to a great extent, but has of

late rather declined. A ſilk-mill was eſtabliſhed at Congleton about the year 1752,

* Extraćt from “ orders, laws, and ordinances of the corporation,” communicated by Holland

Watſon, Eſq. " Cart. Io Edw. I. º

Vol. II. 3 R - and
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and brought to perfection by Mr. Samuel Pattiſon, who died in 1756; this

manufacture has greatly increaſed, and is now in a very flouriſhing ſtate, there

being no leſs than fixteen mills occupied by filk-throwſters, beſides the capital

mills eſtabliſhed by Meſſrs. Pattiſon: there are five cotton mills alſo in and near

the town, and one paper-mill. In 1451, upon petition having been made to

that effect, by the corporation to King Henry VI., that monarch gave them

permiſſion to turn the courſe of the river Dane, by the inundation of which

the town had received great injury, and to remove the King's mills, which by

the ſame grant were given to the corporation in fee-farm ; theſe mills are on

leaſe to Meſſrs. Pattiſons, and are uſed for grinding corn.

According to the returns made to Parliament, purſuant to the population aét,

which paſſed in 1801, there were then eight hundred and fifty-five houſes in

Congleton, (of which twenty-ſeven were uninhabited,) and three thouſand eight

hundred and ſixty-one inhabitants, of whom two thouſand two hundred and ten

were employed in trades, manufactures, or handicraft. The plague was very

fatal at Congleton in 1603, and 1641, as appears by the corporation books.

The manor of Congleton was in ancient times parcel of the barony of Halton,

and having paſſed with that barony to the Plantagenets by the marriage of the

Earl of Lancaſter with the heireſs of Henry Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, and conſtable

of Cheſter, became veſted in the crown, and was made parcel of the Duchy

of Lancaſter. It was granted by King Charles I., in fee-farm to Ditchfield

and others"; ſome years afterwards it ſeems to have been in a family of the

name of Toxteth, and to have paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Grahams

and Rawdons; in 1745 it was purchaſed of Sir John Rawdon, and Helena his

wife, by Peter Shakerley Eſq. and has fince deſcended, with Somerford-Radnor,

to C. W. J. Shakerley Eſq. who had an allotment as lord of the manor, when

the commons were incloſed under the authority of an ačt of Parliament paſſed

in 1795. A court-leet is held by the corporation for the borough of Congleton,

which is a diſtinét juriſdićtion. -

There were formerly two chapels in this town, diſtinguiſhed by the names of the

Higher and the Lower Chapel, both dependent on Aſtbury as the mother-church.

It appears from documents in the poſſeſſion of the corporation, that they were

both exiſting in the year 1450. The lower chapel adjoining to the bridge, which

appears to have been deſecrated nearly two centuries ago’, is mentioned by

Biſhop Gaſtrell in 1724", as having been then lately repaired; it has been

* Record in the Duchy of Lancaſter-office. * Among the corporation books is an

entry, under the article of expenditure, of “ſack and claret for the Lord Brereton, when Brereton

bells were caſt in the old chapel in 1633.” * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

7 for
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for many years occupied as a work-houſe. The higher chapel was re-built, and

moſt probably enlarged, in 1740, but the tower was not rebuilt till 1786, before

which time the new church was higher than the old ſteeple. In this chapel are

memorials for the ancient family of Alſager of Alſager'; James Starkey Eſq. of

Darley, 1728; and the monument of Samuel Pattiſon, who died in 1756: his

epitaph ſpeaks of him as the firſt introducer of the filk-mills, which he lived to ſee

brought to perfection. Before the year 1686, the inhabitants of Congleton buried

their dead at Aſtbury. -

There is an ancient grammar-ſchool at Congleton in the gift of the corporation;

the time of its foundation is uncertain, but it is known to have exiſted as early as

the reign of Queen Elizabeth "; it is free only to the ſons of burgeſſes: the cor

poration allow a ſalary of 161 per ann. to the maſter, who has a houſe, a garden,

a cloſe, containing an acre of land, and the intereſt of 20l. per ann. given by Mr.

Hulme about the year 1736. - -

The corporation of Congleton have one of the ancient inſtruments of puniſh

ment for a ſcold, called a bridle, which is ſtill ſometimes uſed: there is another

of the ſame kind at Macclesfield ". -

The townſhip of Davenport lies about five miles N. W. by W. from Congleton;

the manor, which was in the family of Davenport as early as the reign of William

the Conqueror, continued in the male line, through a regular deſcent of more

than twenty generations, till the death of John Davenport in 1676, when it paſſed

by marriage with his eldeſt daughter and co-heir to Robert Davies Eſq. of Manley.

Sir Matthew Deane Bart., who married the heireſs of Davies, ſold Davenport

about the year 1740, to Richard Davenport Eſq. of Calveley, who dying without

male iſſue in 1771, it paſſed under his will to his grand-daughter Phoebe", now

the wife of Euſebius Horton Eſq. of Catton, in the county of Derby. Davenport

Hall is at preſent in the occupation of Robert Wilmot Eſq. Mr. Horton's ſon

in-law. - -

The townſhips of Eaton and Hulmicwaffeld" are ſaid to have no manors, nor have

we found any intimation of them in ancient records: Mrs. Starkey gives a depu

tation for Hulmewaſield, with Radnor. Eaton-Hall is the property of Philip

'John Alſager Eſq., the laſt heir male of the family, died in 1768; his ſiſters, who ſurvived him, -

-

all died unmarried, and were founders of Alſager chapel, in the neighbouring pariſh of Barthosley.

" From the information of the Rev. J. Wilſon, the preſent maſter, by whom ſeveral particulars

relating to the borough were obligingly communicated, under the ſanction and by deſire of the mayor.

in 1 Scó. " See p. 735. -

° Daughter cf the late Davies Davenport Eſq. of Cape thorne by Phoebe, younger daughter and

co-heir of Richard Davenport Eſq. of Calveley above-in entioned.

* The townſhip of Eaton lies two miles and a half N. N. E. from Congleton ; that of Hulmezva'ild,

about two miles N. by W.

Vol. II, * 3 R 2 Antrobus
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Antrobus Eſq, Hulmewalfield-Hall is now a farm-houſe, the property of Colonel

Ford of the Abbey-field near Sandbach.

The manor of Great-Moreton belonged at an early period to Ralph de Venables,

whoſe ſon Robert aſſumed the name of Moreton from the place of his refidence,

and was great grandfather of Stephen Moreton, living in the year 1342 °; the

great grandſon of Stephen left an only daughter and heir, married to John Beliot

Eſq.", whoſe deſcendant of the ſame name, in the eighth generation, was created a

baronet in 1663. Sir Thomas Bellot, the laſt baronet of the family, ſold Great

Moreton to Edward Powis Eſq., of whoſe ſon Thomas Jelph Powis Eſq. it was

purchaſed by the late Mr. Holland Ackers of Mancheſter; it is now the property

of his ſon George Ackers Eſq. -

A moiety of the manor of Odd-Rodeº belonged for ſeveral generations to the

ancient family of Rode, who had their refidence at Rode-Hall; this moiety was

purchaſed in 1669 of Randle Rode Eſq. by Roger Wilbraham Eſq., great grand

father of Randle Wilbraham Eſq. of Rode-Hall, the preſent proprietor: the

ancient hall was taken down, and the preſent manſion erected on the ſite, about

the year 1752. y

Little-Moreton Hall, a remarkable old manſion of timber and plaſter', in this

* Cheſhire Pedigrees. P Ibid. * The joint tenure of this

manor with the Moretons, was probably the original cauſe of thoſe variances, which in the reign

of Henry VIII. occaſioned the following curious award, obligingly communicated by the Rev. Mr.

Moreton;–" Whereas William Morton and Thomas Rood of Odrode in the countie of Cheſter,

Gentilmen, ſtande bounde by there dede obligatory to abyde, ſtande, and obey to ſuche awarde,

arbitrement, and direction as George Bromeley lieutenant, Juſtice of Cheſter, and William Brureton

Eſquier arbitrators, indifferently by theym elect and choſen: of and upon all ſuche cauſes and

matiers as be and wer depending in debate and variaunce betwene the ſaied parties: in all whiche

cauſes of varyaunce, except one, the ſaid arbitrators have gyven effectuall awarde, lyke as thei

thought moſte convenient, and according to right and reaſon, the whiche cauſe except is concernyng

the pre-eminence of ſeignory, whiche of theym ſhuld fit higheſt in the churche, and foremoſt goo

in proceſſion, with ſuche other divers light cauſes of varyaunce. Whereupon the ſaied lieutenant

Juſtice, by th’ aſſent of the ſaid parties, remytted the direétion and ordering thereof unto the ſaied

William Brereton, calling to him xii of the moſte auncyent men inhabiting within the pariſhe of

Aftebery, and to examyne theym how the aunceſtors of the parties beforeſaid have uſed theym in

tyme paſſed, by cauſe it was thought that of all lyklyhod thei ſhuld knowe the veray troute of

every thing concernyng the premiſſes, how be it the ſaied William Brureton couth have but eaſy

informacion and knoledge of the ſaied auncyent men, wherby to determyne the cauſe rightfully.

Wherefor the ſaied William Brureton Eſquier favoring nor lemyng to neyther partie more to one

than to the other, but indifferently tendring the final ende of there evyll willes, and entending to

fet unite, peas, and concorde between theym, doth awarde this caus of varyaunce, in manner and

forme following, that is to ſay, that whither of the ſaied gentylmen may diſpende in landes by title of

enheritaunce, Io mark or above more than the other, that he ſhall have the pre-eminence in fitting in

the churche, and in going in proceſſion, with all other lyke cauſes in that behalf. In witnes whereof

the ſaid William Brureton hath ſet his ſeall to this his award, the 12 daye of July, the 5th yere of

the reigne of our ſovetain lord King Henry the VIIIth.” * See two views of it at p. 457.

townſhip,
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townſhip, belonged at an early period to the Moretons, whoſe heireſs, about the

reign of Henry III., married Gralam de Loſtock; his ſon took the name of More

ton, and was grandfather of Gralam de Moreton living in 1354; his deſcend

ants continued in the male line, poſſeſſed of this hall, and the other moiety of

the manor of Odd-Rode, which was given by Gralam de Loſtock above-men

tioned to his ſon Geffrey, till the death of Sir William Moreton recorder of

london, the laſt heir male, who died in 1763, having bequeathed this eſtate

to his nephew, the Rev. Richard Taylor, vicar of Weſt-Firle in Suſſex, who

aſſumed the name of Moreton, purſuant to his uncle’s will, and was father of

the Rev. William Moreton Moreton the preſent proprietor, now of Weſterham

in the county of Kent. The hall built in 1559, being a ſingularly curious ſpe

cimen of the richly ornamented timber edifices of its time, is inhabited by Mrs.

Thornicroft, the tenant of the eſtate, a few rooms being reſerved for the uſe *

of Mr. Moreton, who uſually reſides there during a ſhort time in the ſummer.

Part of MIowcop Hill is in this townſhip. " .

The manor of Radnor was anciently in a branch of the Venables family, with

an heireſs of which it paſſed, in the thirteenth century, to the Wilbrahams".

About the year 162o it was ſold by Sir Richard Wilbraham to Philip Oldfield

Eſq. of Somerford Hall", from whom it deſcended, with Somerford, to C. W. J.

Shakerley Eſq. Mrs. Starkey claims manerial rights in Radnor, where ſhe poſſeſſes

an eſtate bequeathed by Mr. Haywood of Cheſter, to her late huſband Thomas

Starkey Eſq. of Wrenbury.

The townſhip of Smallwood lies about three miles eaſt by ſouth from Sandbach;

the manor was given by Sir Ralph Mainwaring to Henry Aldithly or Audley, in

frank-marriage with his daughter Beatrice. It continued in the Audleys for

three or four deſcents, and afterwards paſſed to the Hawkſtones ; one of the

coheireſſes of Sir John Hawkſtone brought it in marriage about the year 14oo

to a branch of the Egertons, from whom it paſſed, in like manner, to the Wil

loughbies; Sir Henry Willoughby, who married the coheireſs of John Egerton,

was father of Hugh Willoughby the circumnavigator *; Sir Percival Willoughby

and Bridget his wife, ſold it to Sir William Brereton: this manor came after

wards, by purchaſe, to the Powis family, and has ſince paſſed with Great

* See two plates and farther deſcription of it, p. 457. * The townſhip of Radnor lies.

nearly two miles N.W. from Congleton. * Eſch, Edw. III. * Dr. Williamſon’s.

Villare Ceſtrienſe. ’’I'homas de Hawkſtone purchaſed of Drayton, 24 Edw. III.

* Cheſhire Pedigrees, Heralds’ college.

Moreton,
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Moreton. Overton-Hall in this townſhip, now a farm-houſe, belongs to the

Maſter and Fellows of Caius College in Cambridge. 2

The manor of Somerford-Booths was in the family of Swetenham, who poſſeſſed

this eſtate and reſided at Somerford from about the year 1200", till the death

of Edmund Swetenham Eſq. the laſt heir male in 1768; it is now the property

and ſeat of his great nephew in the female line, Roger Comberbach Eſq., who has

taken the name of Swetenham. In this townſhip is a farm called Shanewick,

(in ancient records termed a manor) which is now the property of Sir Thomas

Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart. : it was bequeathed, with other eſtates, to his

grandfather, by William Maffey Eſq. of Puddington, whoſe anceſtors poſſeſſed it

as early as the year 1450 °.

The manor of Somerford-Radnor, after having continued for fifteen generations"

in the ancient family of Somerford, paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Old

fields" and Shakerleys: it is now by inheritance from Peter Shakerley, the laſt

heir male of the ancient family of Shakerley of Hulme, who died in 1781, the

property of his grandſon Charles Watkin John, ſon of his only daughter and

heireſs, the wife of Charles Buckworth Eſq. of Park-place in Surrey, who has

aſſumed the name of Shakerley, and reſides at the hall of Somerford-Radnor.

The pariſh of AUDLEM, which lies in the hundred and deanery of Nantwich,

contains the townſhips of Audlem, Buerton, Coole-Lane, Hankelow, Titley, or

Tittenley, and part of the townſhips of Dodcote-cum-Wilkeſley, and Newhall.

The townſhip of Audlem, or, as it was anciently written, Aldelym, lies nearly ſeven

miles ſouth by eaſt from Nantwich. In ancient times there was a market on

Thurſdays in this townſhip, granted in or about the year 1294, together with a

fair, at the feſtival of St. James, to Thomas de Aldelym', whoſe anceſtors the

Tralebews are ſaid to have poſſeſſed the manor from the time of the Conqueſt:

two daughters and co-heireſſes of this Thomas, who from the place of his refi

dence had aſſumed the name of Aldelym, or Audlem, brought moieties of the

manor in marriage to the families of Hogh and Wrenbury 4. Ellen, daughter

and heir of Richard de Hogh, married Richard de Maſcie, who died in 1403, being

ſeiſed in right of his wife of a moiety of this manor". His deſcendants

• This townſhip lies nearly three miles N. W. from Congleton. * Hugh de Swetenham

of Somerford, the firſt in the pedigree, was grandfather of William Swetenham living in the

reign of Edward I. * Eſch, 28 Henry VI. * Pedigrees of the family.

• The marriage of Philip Oldfield with the heireſs of Somerford took place about the year 16oo.

* Cart. 23 Edward I. * Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Eſch. among

the records of Cheſter.

being



C H E S H I R. E. 495

being a younger branch of the Maſcies of Sale, were for many years diſtinguiſhed

by the name of Maſcie de Hogh; this moiety continued in the family of Maſcie,

till the death of William Maſcie Eſq.", who in 1712 had purchaſed the greater

part of the other moiety, which paſſed from the family of Wrenbury to the

Smiths of Hough *. A fixth part of the manor which had been conveyed to the

Wetenhalls by the Wrenbury family in the reign of Richard II., was in 1868

purchaſed by Maſcie Taylor Eſq. of Cheſter, ſecond ſon of Robert Taylor Eſq.,

who inherited the Audlem eſtate from his maternal grandfather William Maſcie

Eſq. above-mentioned. The ancient hall of the manor, called the Moſs-houſe,

was, till the year 1760, a ſeat of the Maſcies and their repreſentatives, the

Taylors; it is now occupied by a farmer.

In the pariſh church is the monument of Nathaniel Wetenhall Eſq., who died

in 1778. A free grammar-ſchool was founded at Audlem in 1655, by Sir

William Bolton, and Gamul, citizens of London, and endowed with

3ol. per ann. for a maſter, and 1 ol. for an uſher; 20 l. of which is paid by the

Merchant-Taylors’ company, and 20 l. charged on an eſtate in Coole-Lane'.

In 1719 Mrs. Tryphena Bolton widow, founded a charity-ſchool for children.

of the townſhips of Audlem and Hankelow, and endowed it with 4/. 9s. per ann.

out of a modus for tythe-hay in Audlem". The great tythes were formerly

appropriated to the priory of St. Thomas near Stafford, to which they had been

given, by Thomas de Aldelym: the impropriation and the advowſon of the

vicarage have been lately purchaſed of the Rev. William Wickſted, by Sir Robert

Saluſbury Cotton, Bart.

The townſhip of Buerton lies about ſeven miles and a half S. S. E. from

Nantwich: the manor, which was anciently in a family of that name, and after

wards, for ſeveral generations, in the Pooles of Poole in Wirrall", was ſold in

the year 1725, by Francis Poole Eſq., to James Dicken Eſq. of Woollerton in

Shropſhire, of whoſe family it was purchaſed by Sir Thomas Broughton Bart.

the preſent proprietor. Another hall at Buerton, was as early as the reign of

Edward IV. a ſeat of the Gamuls: the brave and loyal Sir Francis Gamul who.

* He was brother of Richard Maſcie, buried at Audlem in 1720, and is ſuppoſed to have

died within a few years of the ſame time. See p. 387. * Purchaſed, in 1517, by

Thomas Smith Eſq. alderman of Cheſter. | Biſhop Gaſtrells' Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

* Ibid. * From the reign of Henry VII. to the year 1662, if not longer. See

Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe, and Harl. MSS. N° 2010.

Waş,
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was created a baronet by King Charles I. was diſpoſſeſſed of this hall and the

annexed eſtate, for his zeal in the ſervice of his royal maſter; his family were

nevertheleſs permitted to inherit, purſuant to an exiſting entail, but Sir Francis's

life intereſt was put up to ſale, and purchaſed in 1653, by William Plymley

of Norton, in the county of Salop; after the death of Sir Francis, which

happened in 1654, the inheritance devolved to his daughters and co-heirs, his only

ſon having died without iſſue. Mr. Brerewood, who married Sidney, one of

the co-heireſſes, ſold the Buerton eſtate to Sir George Warburton; it does

not appear that the hall, which had belonged to the Gamuls, is now ſtanding;

and we have not been able to aſcertain who is the preſent proprietor of the eſtate.

The townſhip of Hankelow lies about five miles ſouth by eaſt from Nantwich;

the manor belonged anciently to a family of that name; afterwards, for more

than ten generations, to the Haſſals, from whom it paſſed by a coheireſs in the

ſeventeenth century, to the family of Wibbenbury "; it was purchaſed of the

latter, by James Bayley Eſq. of Wiſtaſton, great-grandfather of James Bayley,

Eſq., the preſent proprietor; the old hall is in the occupation of Mr. Knight.

Another capital ancient manſion in this townſhip, with a demeſne attached,

was, before the year 1640, the property of Gabriel Wetenhall Eſq., a younger

ſon of the family of Wetenhall of Nantwich; this branch of the Wetenhalls

became extinct in the year 1778, by the death of Nathaniel Wetenhall Eſq.

Edward Tomkinſon Eſq., who inherited under his will, aſſumed the name of

Wetenhall, and has lately ſold this eſtate to Mr. Joſeph Richardſon of Beeſton

the preſent proprietor; the old manſion is occupied by a farmer.

The manor of Titly, or Tittenley, belonged for ſeveral generations to a family.

of that name, of whom it was purchaſed about the year 1526, by Sir Robert

Needham, anceſtor of Lord Viſcount Kilmorey, the preſent proprietor: Titley

Hall had formerly a park, and was a ſeat of the Needhams.

The townſhips of Newhall, and Dodcote-cum-Wilkºſley, in the latter of which is

the ſite of Combermere-Abbey, have been ſpoken of under Wrenbury, in which

chapelry the greater part of theſe townſhips is ſituated.

The pariſh of BAckford contains the townſhips of Bickfºrd, Chorlon,

Coughall, Lea, and Great-Mollington ; it lies within the deanery of Wirrall, and

within the hundred of the ſame name, except the townſhip of Coughall, which is

• Sir Francis Gamal's name does not appear in the baronetages; but in his private account-book

(ſtill extant) is ſaid to be an entry of the fees paid for his patent, * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

2. in
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in the hundred of Broxton : the church of Backford is ſituated about three miles

inorth by eaſt from Cheſter; the manor was, during a great part of the

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, in the Maffeys of Timperley", afterwards in the

Parres, who reſided at Backford rather more than a century: about the year 1580

it was ſold to Thomas Alderſey, by whom it was ſoon afterwards alienated

to Henry Birkenhead Eſq.' The Birkenheads reſided at Backford-Hall till the

family became extinct in the male line by the death of Thomas Birkenhead Eſq.

in 1724: the manor is now the property of their repreſentative, Birkenhead

Glegg Eſq.; the hall is occupied by Mrs. Egerton, widow of the late Philip

Egerton Eſq. of Oulton. The manor of Rouche's-croft in this townſhip, which

belonged to the abbot and convent of Stanlowe, and afterwards to the Birk

enheads, is not now known, but it is probable that it paſſed, with the Back

ford eſtate, to Mr. Glegg.

In the pariſh church of Backford are memorials of the families of Birkenhead

and Morgall. The rectory and advowſon, which had belonged to the abbot and

convent of St. Werburgh, were granted to the biſhop of Cheſter and his ſucceſſors

by King Henry VIII.' The rectorial eſtate is held on leaſe for lives under

the biſhop, by the Rev. Sir Henry Poole Bart. The rector of St. Mary's, in

Cheſter, receives a moiety of the great tithes of the townſhip of Chorlton"; a

part of which is ſaid to have been formerly in that pariſh : there is no manor

in Chorlton; among the principal land-owners are, William Nicholls Eſq. and

Richard Wickſted Eſq., who reſide in the village.

The townſhip of Coughall lies about three miles and a half north by eaſt

from Cheſter; the manor belonged for ſeveral generations to a family of the

ſame name: Roger de Coughall, who died about the beginning of the fifteenth

century, left two daughters, co-heireſſes, one of whom married John Maſley of

Puddington Eſq. the other, Sir John Oſbaldeſton of Chadlington in Oxfordſhire *:

the firſt-mentioned moiety has paſſed with the Puddington eſtate to the preſent

proprietor, Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart. ; the other part is veſted in

the feoffees of the grammar-ſchool at Whitchurch, in the county of Salop.

This eſtate was purchaſed in the reign of Edward VI., being then rented at

13 1. per ann., with a ſum of money given by Sir John Talbot, parſon of

Whitchurch : the preſent rent is 300 l. per ann.

* Eſch, 2 Edw. II. – Io Hen. V. " Villare Ceſtricnſe. * Record in the

Augmentation-office. • This townſhip is nearly four miles north from Cheſter.

* Villare Ceſtrienfe.

Vol. II. 3 S The
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The townſhip of Lea lies about three miles and a half N. N.W. from

Cheſter; the manor, having belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh,

was granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 1579, to William Glaſeour Eſq. of whoſe

family it was purchaſed, in 1718, by Thomas Bootle Eſq. : it is now the property

of John Fielden Eſq., who purchaſed of the Bootles in 1802. -

The townſhip ofGreat-Mollington, or Mollington-Torrant, alias Torrold, lies about

two miles and a half N.W. by N. from Cheſter: the manor appears to have

belonged to the family of Torrant, or Torrold, in the fourteenth century; they

were ſucceeded by the Hattons, from whom it paſſed by marriage to the Booths' :

in the reign of Henry VIII, it was held by the Booths under the family of Glegg",

who afterwards became themſelves poſſeſſed of it, by the marriage of William

Glegg Eſq. of Gayton, with Cecilia, daughter and co-heir of Robert Sefton, who

was ſeiſed of it in 1613". In 1770 it was purchaſed of the Glegg family by Thomas

Hunt Eſq., who, in 1797, ſold it to John Fielden Eſq. the preſent proprietor.

Mollington-Hall, a modern manſion, is now the ſeat of Mr. Fielden.

BADDILEY, which conſiſts only of one townſhip, lies in the hundred and

deanery of Nantwich; the church is ſituated about three miles S. E. from the town of

that name. The manor of Baddiley belonged, as early as the reign of William the

Conqueror, to the ancient family of Praers: in the reign of Edward III. it

paſſed by marriage with the co-heireſſes of William Praers Eſq. of Baddiley,

to the families of Bromley, Mainwaring, and Hondford. The Bromleys, having

releaſed their intereſt in this eſtate to the Mainwarings", it remained long

in moieties between them and the Hondfords, and their repreſentatives, the

Breretons", but afterwards became ſolely veſted in the Mainwarings: it was

purchaſed of the executors of the late Sir Henry Mainwaring Bart. (having

been ſold purſuant to the directions of his will) by the preſent proprietor, William

Rigby Eſq. of Oldfield.Hall, near Altrincham. Baddiley-Hall, the ancient ſeat of

the Praers family, and afterwards of the Mainwarings, was formerly moated, and

had a park; it was rebuilt by Sir Randle Mainwaring in the reign of Queen

Elizabeth, and was taken down by the late Sir Henry Mainwaring : the ſite is

now occupied by a farm-houſe. Philip Mainwaring Eſq. who died in 1642,

! See Eſch. 22 Hen. VII. and Collins's Peerage Fait. 1768, Vol. vii. p. 70. * Eſch.

20 Hen. VIII. * At this time the Mordaunts appear to have been poſſeſſed of the paramount

lordſhip. * The Mainwaring family derived their title to this eſtate wholly from the above

mentioned releaſe, there being no deſcendants, after the firſt generation, from the match with Praers.

Harl. MSS. N° 2,922. f. 162. * Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe.

8 left
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left his library at Baddiley as an heir-loom, and expreſſed his wiſh that an addition

of good and choice books ſhould be from time to time made to it.

In the pariſh church, a ſmall wooden ſtrućture, is the monument of Sir Thomas

Mainwaring Bart, the twenty-ninth male heir in ſucceſſion of the Mainwarings

of Peover, who died in 1726, and ſome memorials of the Davenports of Black

hurſt in this pariſh. The church of Baddiley was given by William de Praers, in

1354, to the abbot and convent of Combermere; the reëtory is now in the patro

nage of Sir H. M. Mainwaring of Peover Bart.

The pariſh of BARRow, which contains only one townſhip in two diviſions,

(Great and Little-Barrow) lies in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of

Cheſter: the church is about five miles E. N. E. from Cheſter. The manor

of Barrow was given by Ranulph, Earl of Cheſter, to his nephew, William de

Albini, Earl of Arundel": on a partition of the lands of Hugh de Albini, Earl of

Arundel, Barrow paſſed to Nichola, wife of Roger de Somery, who made it one

of his chief ſeats *. The manors of Great and Little-Barrow were, at a later

period, in the Deſpencers', and after their attainder were granted at two ſeveral

times by King Edward IIl, to Sir Roger de Swinerton ; Maud, the daughter and

heireſs of his grandſon Sir Robert, brought theſe manors in marriage to Sir John

Savage, who was knighted by King Henry V. at the battle of Agincourt". The

Savages had formerly a ſeat at Barrow: the above-mentioned manors are now

the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley, whoſe great-uncle, General Chol

mondeley, married the daughter and heir of James, Earl of Barrymore, by the

daughter and heir of Richard Savage, Earl Rivers.

The church, or free-chapel of Barrow', was given by Robert de Bachepuz,

in the reign of Henry II., to the knights-hoſpitallers, who eſtabliſhed a preceptory

there; the free-chapel was under the government of a ſecular warden, or

rečtor*. The benefice is now a rečtory, of which the Earl of Cholmondeley is

patron. The chancel of the pariſh church was built, in 1671, at the expence

of Dr. Bridgman, Biſhop of Sodor and Man, who was then reſtor. There

is a charity-ſchool in this pariſh, endowed with fundry ſmall benefactions, which

produce a ſalary for the maſter of about 6l. per ann.

* Holinſhed, Vol. iii. 641. * Dugdale’s Baronage, i. 613. * The manor of

Little-Barrow appears to have been purchaſed of the Chamberlayn family by Hugh le Deſpencer,

17 Edw. III. * Pat. 8 Edw. III., and Cart. 12 Edw. III.

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe, and pedigree of the family, in Smith's Colle&tions.

It is called the chapel of Barrow in the marriage ſettlement of Sir Robert Swinerton, and

Elizabeth Beek, 7 Hen.I.W. Smith's Colle&tious, p. 42. * Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica.

-> 3 S 2 The
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The pariſh of BARTHoMLEY, which is ſituated on the border of Staffordſhire,

and extends into that county, lies within the hundred and deanery of Namptwich:

it contains five townſhips, Barthomley, Alſager, Barterley, Crewe, and Haſling

ton : Barterley lies chiefly in Staffordſhire. The townſhip of Barthomley lies

about ſeven miles and a half E. from Nantwich': the manor, which is the pro

perty of Lord Crewe, has paſſed with Crewe-Hall and manor, as will be here

after more particularly mentioned: the manors of Stoke in Aćton, and Tranmols

in Bebington, were held formerly as parcel of this manor.

The nave of the pariſh church has a richly carved wooden roof put up

in 1589, and ornamented with the arms of A&ton, Delves, Egerton, Ve

nables, &c. In the chancel is the monument of Sir Robert Fulleſhurſt, or

Foulſhurſt “, one of Lord Audley’s Eſquires, at the battle of Poićtiers. In

the Crewe chapel is a pedigree of the ancient family of that name, and a

monument for Anne and Elizabeth, co-heireſſes of John Crewe Eſq.' the laſt

heir male, who died in 1684, and lies buried in Weſtminſter-Abbey. There

are memorials alſo in the church, for the family of Malbon of Bradley, and in

the church-yard for thoſe of A&ton, Alſager, and Kelſall ". The patronage of

the rectory has paſſed with the manor, being now veſted in Lord Crewe.

On the 22d of December, 1643, a troop of Lord Byron's, paſſing through

Barthomley, made an attack upon the church, into which ſeveral of the in

habitants had gone for ſafety; they ſoon got poſſeſſion of it, and having ſet

fire to the forms, ruſhes, and mats, made ſuch a ſmoke, that the men who had

retreated into the ſteeple were obliged to call for quarter, but their affailants,

having got them into their power, are ſaid to have ſtripped them all naked,

and moſt cruelly murdered twelve of them in cold blood, three only being

ſuffered to eſcape ". -

A free-ſchool was founded at Barthomley in 1676, by the Rev. Mr. Steele,

who gave the ſum of 50l. towards its endowment; with this ſum, and Iool, given

by John Crewe Eſq. to the ſchool, and 3Col. given by the ſame benefactor to

the poor, lands were purchaſed, out of the rents of which the annual ſum of

1ol. 4s. is appropriated to the ſchool. There are ten poor children educated in it.

Lord Crewe appoints two, and the kindred of Mr. Steele, the founder, have a

right of admiſſion. ,

* See p. 502. w * See p. 447, where is a figure of it. | See p. 371.

" The laſt heir male of the Actons died in 1702 : the laſt of the Alſagers (to whoſe memory

there is a monument at Congleton) in 1768: the laſt of the Kelſalls in 1832.

* Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 925, 926.

3 The
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The townſhip of Alſager, or Aſſºcher, commonly pronounced Auger, lies

nearly fix miles ſouth-eaſt by ſouth from Sandbach; the manor was at an early

period in the Vernons, afterwards in the Minſhulls : about the reign of Henry III.

it was held by the ancient family of Alſager ", which became extinct in the

male line by the death of John Alſager Eſq. in 1768. Alſager manor and hall,

which were inherited by his three fiſters and co-heireſſes, are now under the

wills of Mrs. Mary and Mrs. Judith Alſager, the two laſt ſurviving ſiſters (bearing

date 1792), the property of Catherine, relićt of Richard Sheridan Eſq. and her

three maiden fiſters, the elder of whom, Anne, has taken the name of Alſager".

In the year 1789 Mrs. Mary, Mrs. Margaret, and Mrs. Judith Alſager, ladies of the

manor of Alſager, procured an act of Parliament to enable them to finiſh and

complete a new church or chapel, to be called Chriſt’s-church, or chapel, in

Alſager; their ſucceſſors in the manor to have the appointment of the miniſter,

for whoſe maintenance fifty-nine ſtatute acres of land were appointed ; and to

nominate the church-wardens, clerk, and ſexton; the miniſter to have the

privilege of chriſtening and burying at Alſager, preſerving the rights of the

rečtor of Barthomley. The ſame ladies built a ſchool-houſe, and founded a

ſchool at Alſager, for the education of boys and girls, as an endowment for which,

they direéted that thirty acres of land ſhould be incloſed, and that the ſchool.

maſter ſhould have the ſurplus of the profit of letting the pews, after dedućting the

repairs, &c. of the church, to be diſburſed by the church-wardens: this furplus has

been about five pounds per ann. : only eighteen acres of land have as yet been

incloſed. The management of the ſchool, after the death of the founders, was

veſted by the ačt in truſtees, who are to appoint the ſchoolmaſter; the miniſter

of the chapel to have the preference.

The manor of Barterley, or Balterley, which townſhip is ſituated chiefly in

the county of Stafford", is part of the inheritance of John Lawton of Lawton Eſq.

A charity-ſchool was founded at Balterley, about the year 173c, by the Kelſall

family of Hall-o'-wood in this townſhip, which was for many generations the

ſeat of the family of Wood', and paſſed to the Kelſalls by marriage.

The townſhip of Crewe lies about four miles S. W. by S. from Sandbach :

it was, from a very early period, the ſeat and inheritance of the family of

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Theſe ladies were daughters of Mr. James

Williams, who married the daughter and heir of Roger Wilbraham Eſq., which Roger married

the daughter and only child of the Rev. Samuel Alfager, great uncle to the three maiden fiſters,

who founded Alſager chapel. * This land, when meaſured, appeared to be only forty acres;

it is old incloſure, worth about three pounds an acre per ann. * It lies about ſix miles and

a half N.W. by W. from Newcaſtle-under-Lyne. * The hall at this place is ſaid to have

been built by Thomas Wood, lord chief juſtice of the common-pleas, in the early part of the

ſixteenth century,

Crue,
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Crue, or Crewe. About the year 1288, Thomas de Crewe became poſſeſſed of a

knights’ fee, parcel of the barony of Wich-Malbank, which, in 1253, had belonged

to Philippa, counteſs of Warwick; this compriſed the lordſhip of Crewe, to which

ſome other manors ‘were attached as parcel of that lordſhip: about the year 1300,

Joan, eldeſt daughter and co-heireſs of Thomas de Crewe, the laſt male heir

of the elder branch of the family, married Richard Praers, whoſe grand-daughter

brought Crewe in marriage to Sir Robert Fulleſhurſt', or Foulſhurſt, one of Lord

Audley's Eſquires at the battle of Poićtiers: Sir Chriſtopher Hatton purchaſed

it of the Foulſhurſts in 1578 ". About the year 1610, Sir Randle Crewe,

ſerjeant at law, deſcended from Patrick, a younger brother of Thomas de Crewe,

(whoſe daughter Joan, three centuries before, brought this eſtate to the Praers

family,) purchaſed the manor of Crewe of Sir Chriſtopher Hatton’s heirs, and

built Crewe-Hall ; which, with the manor, continued in his deſcendants of

the male line till the death of John Crewe Eſq. in 1684; Anne, his elder

daughter", and eventually ſole heir, married John Offley Eſq., whoſe anceſtors

had been ſettled at Madeley-manor, in Staffordſhire, as early as the year 1237;

John, his eldeſt ſon, took the name of Crewe by ačt of Parliament in 1708, and

was grandfather of the preſent proprietor, who, in 1806, was created Baron Crewe.

Crewe-Hall, the ſeat of Lord Crewe, remains in its original ſtate, and exhibits

a good ſpecimen of the more enriched ſtyle of archite&ure which was in uſe in the

early part of the ſeventeenth century "; it was begun in the year 1615, and com

pleted in 1636; the cielings and wainſcots of ſeveral of the rooms, as well as

the principal ſtair-caſe, retain their original decorations. The gallery, which is one

hundred feet in length, is fitted up as a library, and contains many family portraits.

During the civil war, Crewe Hall was garriſoned by the Parliament: on the

28th of December 1643, it was taken by Lord Byron *. It is ſaid that the

garriſon ſuſtained a furious aſſault, and in the firſt inſtance repelled their affailants,

of whom they ſlew fixty and wounded many more, but were obliged to ſurrender

for want of vićtuals and ammunition ". It was then made a garriſon for the King,

but after the relief of Nantwich, it fell again into the hands of the Parliament,

having been re-taken without reſiſtance on the 4th of February 1643-4". Not

* Aſton in Mondrem ; Cholmondeſton, and Leighton; theſe continued, together with Crewe,

what was deemed a knights’ fee, and was one of three which had belonged to the counteſs of Warwick.

(Woodmoth's Colle&tions, p. 28. b. & 2656). It was held by the ſervice of finding a judger in the

county-court at Cheſter; and an armed man to keep the peace during the fairs.-Villare Ceſtrienſe,

and Eſch. 22 Edw. I. ' Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. " Ibid.

* Elizabeth, the other daughter, married Charles Turner Eſq., and died without iſſue.

* See an elevation of it in p 458. * See Heath’s Chronicle, and Dugdale’s View of the Troubles.

• Hiſtory of Nantwich, and Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 926.

* Burghall’s Diary in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 932. -

having
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having ſuſtained any formal fiege, this venerable manſion had the good fortune to

eſcape any material injury.

A free ſchool was founded at Crewe, in the yeak 1717, by Mr. Thomas

Leadbeater, who gave the intereſt of 120l. for an endowment. The ſchool,

and the maſter's houſe, were built by ſubſcription: Lord Crewe nominates the

maſter.

The townſhip of Haſlington lies four miles S. S.W. from Sandbach; the

manor having been anciently parcel of the barony of Wich-Malbank, paſſed by

one of the co-heireſſes of the laſt baron to the Vernons. Sir Ralph Vernon,

Baron of Shipbrooke, called “the Old,” from his living to the great age of

one hundred and fifty years, ſettled his eſtates, in caſe of the failure of male iſſue

from the poſterity of his elder ſon, on the heirs-male of Richard Vernon his

ſon by Maud Groſvenor, who in ſome pedigrees is repreſented as his ſecond

wife, in others as his concubine. In conſequence of this ſettlement, there was a

long litigation between the heirs of the above-mentioned Richard, and the heirs of

Thomas, a younger ſon of Sir Ralph, the Old, (by his firſt wife,) who was paſſed over

by his father'. It ſeems probable that this ſuit was ſettled by compromiſe, for

the barony of Shipbrooke, and other eſtates remained with the poſterity of

Richard; but Haſlington was enjoyed by the deſcendants of Thomas", who

refided at Haſlington-Hall for many generations. The laſt heir-male of the

Haſlington branch of the family was Sir George Vernon, who was made one of

the Barons of the Exchequer in 1631 ; his daughter and heir married one of

the Vernons of Derbyſhire, of whoſe family this eſtate was purchaſed ", by the

Aiſlabies of Studley-Park in Yorkſhire. It is now the property of the Rev. Sir

Thomas Broughton Bart., who purchaſed it of Meſſrs. Sparrow and Henſhull,

to whom it had been alienated by the late William Aiſlabie Eſq. Haſlington.

Hall is now occupied by a farmer,

At Haſlington is an ancient chapel, built by the Vernons, as a chapel of eaſe for

themſelves and their tenants; (Haſlington being more than two miles from Bar

thomley-church) and endowed with 201 per ann. A bill was brought into Parlia

ment to make this chapel a pariſh church, but it never paſſed into an ačt: in 1689

both the chapel and hall (in which the Vernon family had ceaſed to reſide) were

licenſed for a meeting-houſe'. The chapel has fince been augmented by Queen

Anne's bounty: the miniſter is appointed by the reëtor of Barthomley, to

whom the tithes of Haſlington, which had been given to the church of .

* See more particulars of this and the references in the account of Shipbrooke, in the pariſh of

Davenham. * See Harl. MSS. N° 2008, and Collins's Peerage. * The Vernons were

in poſſeſſion in 1704. Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia. : Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia.

Barthomley
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Barthomley about the reign of Edward I. by Sir Ralph Vernon, were adjudged

by a decree of the Exchequer in the reign of Charles I. The tithes and

patronage have nevertheleſs paſſed of late years with the manor, and are now

poſſeſſed by Sir Thomas Broughton Bart.

At Winteley, in this townſhip, is a diſſenters meeting, which has been eſtabliſhed

for many years 5 the ſtrućture appears to be about the ſame age as the chapel at

Haſlington, and was probably built in or about the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

Oakhanger-Hall, in this townſhip, was formerly the ſeat of the Aétons, from:

whom it paſſed by a female heir to the Manleys of Lache. It is now the

property and reſidence of John Ready Eſq., who married the heireſs of the

Manley family. Bradley-Hall, now a farm-houſe, was the ſeat of the Malbon

family, ſome time ſince extinct". Hall-o'-heath, in the townſhip of Haſlington,

belonged anciently to the family of Heath, paſſed by a female heir to the Mores,

who reſided there for ſeveral generations', and is now the property of Peter

Walthall Eſq. of Wiſtalton, whoſe anceſtor married the heireſs of More early

in the ſeventeenth century: Hall-o'-heath is now a farm houſe. Clayhonger-Hall,

now a farm-houſe, is the property of the Rev. W. Bayley of Wheelock.

BEBINGTON pariſh, which lies in the hundred and deanery of Wirrall, con

fiſts of five townſhips; Great, or Lower-Bebington, Little, or Higher-Bebington,

Tranmore, Storeton, and Poolton-cum-Spittle.

Great-Bebington, in which the pariſh.church is ſituated, lies about five miles

N. P. by N. from Neſton. The manor was given, at a very early period,"by

Hugh Boydell of Doddleſton to the family of Lancelyn, who appear to have

been poſſeſſed of property here as early as the time of the Conqueſt“. The

heireſs of the Lancelyns brought this manor in the reign of Queen Elizabeth to

the Greens', and it continued in the male line of that family till the death of

John Green Eſq. in 1711 : his daughter, Mrs. Parnell, who, on the deceaſe of

her brother Edward without iſſue, inherited this eſtate, and, dying in 1792, be

queathed it to Joſeph Kent Eſq., ſon of the ſole ſurviving daughter and heir of

Richard Green Eſq. (the heir at law of her brother Edward), in whom the male

line of the family became extinct. This gentleman, who is the preſent proprietor,

has, purſuant to Mrs. Parnell's will, aſſumed the name and arms of Green. The

manor of the townſhip of Poolton-cum-Spittle has paſſed by the ſame title, and

the manor-houſe is the ſeat of Mr. Green; of whoſe anceſtors there are ſome

monuments in the pariſh church of Bebington. The advowſon of Bebington

* Woodmoth's Cheſhire Colle&tions, p. 63. “Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia. * 1bid.

* See p. 399. | Cheſhire pedigrees, in the poſſeſſion of Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold.

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrieuſe, ! Ibid.

WQS
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was given by Seward Lancelyn in 1093, to the abbot and convent of St.

Werburgh in Cheſter, and confirmed by his deſcendants, Robert and William

Lancelyn, in the reigns of Henry III. and Edward I.". The patronage is now

veſted in the Rev. Roger Jackſon the preſent rector.

It appears by ancient records, that in the reign of Henry III, there was a

chapel in this pariſh, dedicated to St. Thomas à Becket"; it is probable that it

was the chapel of the ſpital, of which William Lancelyn died ſeiſed in 1382 ":

this ſpital, of which there are now no remains, is ſpoken of in a record of

the reign of Edw. I. ', as a hoſpital for lepers.

A charity-ſchool for the children of Great-Bebington, and the demeſnes of

Poolton, was founded in 1655, and endowed by the land-owners with twenty

acres of land, being parcel of a common then incloſed º: the maſter is elečted

by truſtees; the rećtor of Bebington, and the proprietor of the manor of Poolton,

being always of the number. Among other benefactions to the poor of the

pariſh are ſeveral ſums of money, for providing pariſh cows': there are now

ten in number, which are let out by the rećtor and church-wardens, at five

ſhillings a year for each cow, for the purpoſe of forming a fund to keep up the

ſtock: the cows are brought once a year for inſpe&tion.

The manor of Higher, or Little-Bebington, was held for ſeveral generations'

under the Worleſtons, by the family of Bebington, the elder branch of which

became extinct in the reign of Richard II.; a younger branch ſettled at Nantwich:

it is remarkable that Richard Bebington, of this family, had fix ſons and a

younger brother, ſlain at Flodden-field. The manor of Bebington paſſed with the

heireſs of the elder branch to the Minſhulls', whoſe heireſs, in the early part of

the ſeventeenth century, brought it to the Cholmondeleys of Vale-Royal. This

eſtate was ſold to ſeveral perſons, under the authority of an ačt of Parliament

paſſed in 1736: Daniel Orred Eſq., who, in conſequence of various purchaſes,

poſſeſſes a great part of the townſhip; and Mr. Joſeph White, who has purchaſed

other parts of the eſtate, (including the Rock-ferry,) both give deputations for

the manor: Derby-houſe in this townſhip, formerly a ſeat of the Minſhulls, was

purchaſed of the Cholmondeley family by the Robinſons, and by them ſold to

Dr. Watſon of Preſton in the county of Lancaſter, the preſent proprietor.

The manors of Great and Little-Storeton, in the townſhip of Storeton ", were

given by Ranulph, the third Earl of Cheſter, to his ſteward Alan Sylveſter",

whoſe ſon Ralph Sylveſter, or Savage, left an only daughter and heir, given

* I)r. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

° Eſch. 6 Rich. II. * See Tanner’s Notitia Monaſtica. * Notitia Ceſtrienſis. * Ibid.

* Before 31 Edw. I. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * This townſhip is five miles N. by E. from

Creat-Neſton. : Ibid.

Vol. II. 3 T in
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in marriage by Hugh Kevelioc Earl of Cheſter, to Alexander his ſon's tutor,

or, as ſome pedigrees deſcribe him, the ſteward of his houſhold : this Alexander

took the name of de Storeton, and left an only daughter, married to Sir Philip

Bamville; Joan, their eldeſt daughter and co-heireſs, married Sir William de

Stanley', the immediate anceſtor of Sir T.M.S. Stanley Bart., the preſent proprietor.

The hall is occupied as a farm houſe. -

The townſhip of Tranmore lies about ſeven miles N. by E. from Great-Neſton 3

the manor belonged in ancient times to the family of Tranmore *, or Tranmols,

whoſe co-heireſſes, in the reign of Edward III., brought it in moieties, between

the families of Bebington and Holme ': the whole became united by purchaſe

in the Minſhulls, heirs of the Bebingtons, and paſſed with Little-Bebington to

the Cholmondeleys of Wale-Royal : it is now the property of Daniel Orred Eſq.;

Tranmore-Hall, the property of Mr. Roger Collier, (by purchaſe from Sir Foſter

Cunliffe Bart.) is occupied as a farm-houſe. -w

Bidston, in the hundred and deanery of Wirrall, lies on the fide of a hill

on a yellow ſand-ſtone rock, about two miles S. of the Merſey, about four

miles from Woodfide-ferry, and about eighteen miles from Cheſter: the pariſh

conſiſts of four townſhips, Bidſton, Claughton, Moreton, and Saughall-Maſy. The

manor of Bidſton, which was parcel of the barony of Dunham-Maſſey, was ſold

by the Maſſeys to Henry Earl of Lancaſter, and having been given in exchange

to Sir Roger le Strange, paſſed by an heir female to the Stanleys, Earls of Derby.

In 1653 it was ſold by the Derby family, to William Steel Eſq., and by him a

few years afterwards to the Earl of Kingſton." It is now the property of Robert

Vyner Eſq. of Gautby in Lincolnſhire, by inheritance from Sir Robert Vyner Bart.

(ſome time lord mayor of London) to whom it was conveyed in the reign of

Charles II. by the Earl of Kingſton and others.

Bidſton-Hall, an ancient manſion ſtill ſtanding, and occupied as a farm-houſe,

was a ſeat of the Derby family, and is ſaid to have been a favourite reſidence of

William Earl of Derby, Lord Lieutenant of the county, and chamberlain of

Cheſter in the reign of James I."

' A portion of the manor belonged for ſome time to the families of Bechinton, or Bechton

and Laken, by marriage with the other co-heireſſes, but the whole ere long became veſted in the

Stanleys. See Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienfe and Eſcheats. * In the reign of

Edward III. it was held under Thomas de Praers, as parcel of the manor of Barthomley.

• Villare Ceſtrienſe.—Theſe Holmes were anceſtors of the antiquaries of that name.

* See King's Vale. Royal, partii. p. 124. * It ſeems probable that the Earl afterwards.

gave it up to his ſon, James Lord Strange, (who afterwards, when Earl of Derby, fell a ſacrifice to

Cromwell's reſentment at Bolton,) the grant of the piece of waſte for the ſchool in 1636 having

been the aët of Lord Strange, William Earl of Derby being then living. Th

C



C H E S H I R E. 537

sº ----- -º-º-º-º- alº -a - -- --

The charity-ſchool is ſaid to have been founded in 1636, a ſum of money

amounting to 200l., a great part of which was afterwards loſt, having been then

ſubſcribed by the inhabitants, and a ſchool-houſe built on a piece of the waſte given

by Lord Strange: the remainder of the money was, ſome years ago, laid out in

land, which now produces 81, per ann. Ford is a hamlet of this townſhip,

which is ſometimes called Bid/ion-cum-Ford. The church of Bidſton belonged to

the priory of Birkenhead, the curate’s ſalary being 6l. 133. per ann. Since the

Reformation the rectory has been annexed to the ſee of Cheſter; it is held on

lives, under the biſhop, being now charged with the ſum of 20l. per ann.

payable to the curate, who is appointed by the leſſee : the curacy has been

augmented by Queen Anne's bounty; the preſent leſſee is Benjamin Keene Eſq.

The light-houſe at Bidſton was erected purſuant to an ačt of Parliament paſſed

in 1762, empowering the corporation of Liverpool to purchaſe land for that

purpoſe; it is ſupported by a duty paid by all ſhips ſailing to or from the port

of Liverpool. Signals to announce the approach of different veſſels are affixed

to the light-houſe, and many of the Liverpool merchants have private ſignal

poſts near it. -

The manor of Claughton belonged to the prior and convent of Birkenhead,

and having paſſed with the priory eſtate", is now the propertyof F. R. Price Eſq.

The manors of Moreton and Saughall.Maſſy' have paſſed with Bidſton; there

are no halls at either. In the townſhip of Moreton there was formerly a chapel,

demoliſhed about the year 1640."

B1RKET, or BIRKENHEAD, in the hundred and deanery of Wirrall, is an extra

parochial chapelry, ſituated about nine miles N. N. E. from Great-Neſton, having

been the ſite of a priory founded by Hamo de Maſſey, the third baron of Dunham

Maſſey, in the reign of Henry II. or his ſucceſſor, for fixteen Benedićtine monks .

This priory was dedicated to St. Mary and St. James, and made ſubordinate to the

Abbey of St. Werburgh at Cheſter: its revenues were valued at the time of the diſ

ſolution of monaſteries at 9ol. 13s, clear yearly income". The ſite of the priory and

the manor of Birkenhead were granted to Ralph Worſley Eſq., whoſe eldeſt daugh

ter and co-heir, about the year 1572, brought this eſtate h marriage to the Powells

of Horſley." Thomas Powell Eſq. of Birkenhead, was created a baronet in 1629;

the title was extinct before the publication of Wotton's Baronetage in 1727;

* See below. * The townſhip of Moreton is about nine miles and a half N. by W. and

Saughall-Moſºy, about nine miles N. N. W. from Great-Neſton. Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia."

* Tanner. * Ibid. * Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrieuſe. Birket-priory belonged

to Thomas Powell Eſq. in 1622. Webb's Itinerary printed in the Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 121.

- 3 T 2 the
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the Birkenhead eſtate was purchaſed about the year 1715; probably of the

repreſentatives of the laſt baronet, by John Clieveland Eſq. M.P.; Mr. Clieveland's

only ſon dying without iſſue, it was inherited by his daughter Alice, married

to Francis Price Eſq. of Bryn-y-pys in the county of Flint, whoſe great

grandſon, Francis Richard Price Eſq., is the preſent proprietor. Birket-houſe,

which is ſituated near the remains of the priory, on a pleaſant bank ſloping down

to the Merſey, immediately oppoſite to Liverpool, having been garriſoned for

King Charles during the civil war, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the paſſage of

the river, was taken by the Parliament on the 22d of September 1644 *; it is

at preſent uninhabited. The chapel of the priory is ſtanding, and was confidered,

after the Reformation, as a domeſtic chapel, till it was augmented by Queen

Anne's bounty: the miniſter is appointed by Mr. Price.

The pariſh of Bowden, or Bowdon, which lies in the hundred of Bucklow,

and deanery of Frodſham, contains the townſhips of Bowden, Altrincham, Aſhley,

Baguley, Bollington, Carrington, Dunham-Maſry, Hale, Partington, and Timperley,

beſides half of the townſhips of Agden, and Aſhton ; the other half of Aſhton

is in the pariſh of that name; the other half of Agden in Roſtherne. The whole

pariſh is divided into four diſtrićts', each of which has a church-warden

appointed by the Earl of Stamford and Warrington.

The manor of Bowden was in ancient times parcel of the barony of Dunham

Maſſey; a moiety of it was given by Hamo de Maſſey, about the year 1278,

to the prior and convent of Birkenhead; the other moiety had before

paſſed to a younger branch of the Maſſey family, and became ſubdivided: one

half of it was ſold in the reign of Henry Ill., by Robert de Maffey to the

Bowdens of Bowden, who in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ſold lands in this

townſhip to the Booths of Dunham-Maſſey; the other half of this moiety, about

the year 15oo, paſſed by marriage with the heireſs of Samuel Maſſey of Rixton,

to the Holcrofts, who were afterwards of Vale-Royal : this portion of the manor

belonged in 1666, to the heirs of William Brereton Eſq., who, as Sir Peter

Leyceſter was informed, had purchaſed it of the Holcrofts in the reign of

King James I." The whole of the manor is now the property of the Earl of

Stamford.

In the pariſh church, which ſtands on a hill about a mile weſt from Altrincham,

are ſeveral handſome monuments, principally for the family of Booth. In the

* Carte's Ormond Letters, I. 65. • Viz. 1. Bollington, Carrington, Dunham-Maſry, and

part of Agden, and Aſhton. 2. Altrincham, Baguley, and Timperley. 3. Hale, 4. Aſhley and Bowden.

* Hiſtorical Antiquities, p. 224, 225.
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north aiſle or chapel, which was built purſuant to the will of Sir William Booth,

who died in 1476", is a grave-ſtone much worn, in memory of Sir William

Booth, who died in 1519, and his wife Eleanor; in the ſame aiſle are two hand

ſome monuments, one of which was erected in memory of Henry Earl of

Warrington and his counteſs; the other, ſupported by columns of the Ionic

order, and ornamented with medallions of the deceaſed, in memory of the Earl’s

younger ſons, Langham and Henry Booth. The Earl of Warrington died in 1694,

at the age of forty-two ; “he was thrice committed to the Tower on accuſations

of high-treaſon, and having been tried by his peers, was acquitted Jan. 14, 1686,

a day which he ever afterwards commemorated;” his counteſs, who was daughter

and heir of Sir James Langham Bart., died in 1691. The Hon. Langham Booth,

who ſeveral times repreſented the county of Cheſter in Parliament, died in 1724, at

the age of forty, and was buried at Bowden; his brother Henry died at the ſame.

age, and was buried at Rotterdam. The Earl of Warrington above-mentioned, being

then Lord Delamere, was tried on a charge of high-treaſon, before his profeſſed

enemy, Lord Chancellor Jefferys, who ſat as high-ſteward, and a ſelect number

of peers, being ſuch as were ſuppoſed to be moſt devoted to the court; yet, ſo

clear were the proofs of his innocence, that he was acquitted by the unani

mous verdićt of his judges. On the firſt intelligence of the approach of the

Prince of Orange, he put himſelf at the head of an armed force, and on the

happy accompliſhment of an almoſt bloodleſs revolution, was one of the perſons

ſelećted to carry to the fallen monarch, who had ſo lately put his life to hazard, the

meſſage which enforced his removal from the palace of Whitehall. Lord Dela

mere was created Earl of Warrington by King William, in 1690.

To return to the deſcription of Bowden church.- In the north aiſle is the

monument of William Brereton Eſq. of Aſhley-Hall, who died in 1630, and his

wife Jane, one of the daughters and co-heireſſes of Peter Warburton Eſq. of

Arley, with recumbent figures of the deceaſed. Dr. Williamſon in his manuſcript

collections ſpeaks of the monuments of George Booth Eſq., Elizabeth his wife,

and of Sir William Legh of Baguley. In the chancel is the grave-ſtone of

George, the firſt Lord Delamere, diſtinguiſhed for his premature attempt, when

Sir George Booth, to reſtore King Charles II. in 1659; he died in 1684: in the

nave is a handſome monument by Weſtmacott, in memory of Thomas Aſsheton

Eſq. of Aſhley, who died in 1759, his ſon Thomas Aſsheton Smith, who died

in 1774, and that of Hugh Kirkpatrick Hall Eſq. (tenant of Aſhley-Hall).

who died in 1788.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities, p. 225.

The
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The church of Bowden, which had been given by Hamo de Maſſey, the fifth of

that name, to the priory of Birkenhead, became veſted in the crown on the

diſſolution of that convent, and was annexed by King Henry VIII. to the ſee of

Cheſter. The biſhop is patron of the vicarage; the re&tory is held on leaſe under

the ſee, by the Earl of Stamford and Warrington, whoſe family have been leſſees

ever ſince the reign of James l., when it was granted for three lives, to Sir

George Booth.

At Bowden is an ancient free grammar-ſchool, to which Edward Vaudrey left

41 per ann. about the year 16oo: the ſchool-houſe was re-built with a con

venient houſe for the maſter, in the year 1806. There is a charity-ſchool at

Seaman's-Moſs, and another at Little-Heath, both of which are endowed out of

the intereſt of Ioool, given for charitable uſes, by Mr. Thomas Walton, who had

been many years a ſervant at Dunham-Maſſey, and died in 1757. Theſe ſchools

have been liberally augmented by the Earl of Stamford and Warrington’s family:

the Earl nominates the children at Seaman’s-Moſs; the maſter of which ſchool

has 4ol, per ann. and a houſe. At Little-Heath, children of a younger age, both

boys and girls, are taught by a ſchool-miſtreſs, and clothed. -

The town of Altrincham is ſituated on one of the roads from London to

Mancheſter, one hundred and eighty miles from London, ſeven from Knuts

ford, and eight from Mancheſter: it was made a free borough by Hamo de

Maſſey, Baron of Dunham-Maſſey, who granted the burgeſſes a mercatorial-gild

and various privileges 9: the chief officer of the town has been long called a

mayor, but is not appointed under the authority of any charter: a market at

Altrincham on Tueſday, which is ſtill continued, was granted to Hamo de

Maffey, by King Edward I. in 1290, together with a fair for three days at the

feſtival of the aſſumption of the Virgin Mary "; this fair is now held on the 5th of

Auguſt, and there is another on the 2d of November. In the anſwer to Biſhop

Porteus's Inquiries " in 1778, the townſhip of Altrincham is ſtated to contain

only one hundred and eighty-five houſes; by the return made to Parliament,

under the Population Aćt in 1801, it appears that there were then three hundred

and forty-three houſes, (of which three were uninhabited,) and one thouſand fix

hundred and ninety-two inhabitants.

There are two large cotton-manufactories at Altrincham, and a manufačtory

for turning bobbins, the lathes of which are worked by ſteam. Many of the

inhabitants gain their livelihood by raiſing vegetables for the Mancheſter market,

* See the Charter in Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 203. • Cart. 18 Edw.I.

* In the regiſtry at Cheſter.
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particularly early potatoes, which, at their firſt coming in, are ſold at three ſhillings

a pound.

The manor of Altrincham was of the ancient fee of the Barons of Dunham

Maſſey, and has deſcended with other lands belonging to that barony, to the

preſent proprietor the Earl of Stamford and Warrington.

A chapel of eaſe was built at Altrincham in 1799, at the expence of the Earl of

Stamford and Warrington, and other ſubſcribers; the vicar of Bowden appoints

the miniſter. Oldfield-Hall in this townſhip, formerly a ſeat of the family of

Parker", is now the property and refidence of William Rigby Eſq.

The townſhip of Aſhley lies nearly five miles N. N. E. from Knutsford : the

manor was anciently parcel of the barony of Dunham-Maſſey; from the Maſſeys

it paſſed in exchange to the Dutton family, a branch of which ſeating themſelves

at this place, aſſumed the name of Aſhley in or about the reign of Edward I.

About the year 1540, Thomaſine, daughter and heir of George Aſhley Eſq.,

brought this eſtate in marriage to Richard, younger ſon of Sir William Brereton

of Brereton, whoſe poſterity ſettled at Aſhley. On the death of Thomas Brereton

Eſq. without iſſue in 1660, the manor of Aſhley devolved to his three fiſters,

married to Alexander Barlow Eſq. of Barlow in Lancaſhire, Robert Tatton of

Withenſhaw, and Ralph Aſsheton Eſq. of Kirkby in Yorkſhire'. Aſhley is now

the property of William Henry Aſsheton Smith Eſq.", lineal deſcendant of Ralph

Aſsheton above-mentioned: the hall is in the occupation of John Arden Eſq. of.

Harden. - -

The townſhip of Baguley lies about ſix miles W. by S. from Stockport; the

manor having been part of the barony of Dunham-Maffey, became at an early

period the property of the Baguleys, a co-heireſs of which family brought

it in marriage to Sir William Legh ", ſon of Sir John Legh of Booths.

Dr. Gower, in a letter to the late Rev. Mr. Harwood of Cheſter ſays, on

the authority of Dr. Percy (late biſhop of Dromore *,) that one of the

Leghs of Baguley wrote ſeveral hiſtorical poems in the reign of Henry VII.

Edward Legh, the laſt heir male of this branch of the Legh family, died

in 1688, having ſome time before his death ſold Baguley, which in 1722

was the property of Joſhua, Viſcount Allen of the kingdom of Ireland: in

* Alienated by that family in 1672. • Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities : Ralph Aſsheton

was a younger ſon of Sir Richard Aſsheton of Middleton in Lancaſhire. * The name of Smith

has been aſſumed. " Sir William Legh, who ſettled at Baguley, died in 1403.

* Probably from verbal communication; we find no mention of it in the biſhop's publications, nor

have we met with any other authority for this Cheſhire Poet.

s
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1749 it was purchaſed of John Wiſcount Allen, by the late Joſeph Jackſon

Eſq. of Roſtherne, who, dying in 1803, bequeathed this eſtate to his

couſin, the Rev. Millington Maffey, who took the name of Jackſon, and is lately

deceaſed: it is now veſted in his only daughter. The old Hall is occupied by a

farmer; a more modern manſion in this townſhip, with an eſtate annexed, is

the property and reſidence of the Miſs Houghtons.

The townſhip of Bollington lies about ſix miles N. by W. from Knutsford: the

manor was anciently parcel of the barony of Dunham-Maffey. Hamo, one of

the barons, gave a moiety of Bollington in free-marriage with his daughter

Agnes, to Geffery Dutton, whoſe deſcendants aſſumed the name of Chedle: this

moiety paſſed by a female heir to the Radcliffes Earls of Suſſex, and by ſale, to

the Carringtons, from whom it deſcended, through the Booths to the preſent

Earl of Stamford and Warrington: the other moiety was, as early as the reign

of Henry III. in the family of Mere; half of this moiety paſſed by ſale to the

Bramptons and Booths; the whole now belongs to the Earl of Stamford and

Warrington, the remaining fourth, which had paſſed by ſucceſſive conveyances

from the Meres to the Bollingtons, and the Leghs of Booths”, having been, not

many years ago, acquired by purchaſe. -

The townſhip of Carrington lies about eleven miles N. from Knutsford: the

manor was held for more than three centuries by the family of Carrington,

under the Barons of Dunham-Maſſey, of whoſe barony it had been anciently a

part. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Jane, the daughter and only heir of John

Carrington Eſq., brought it in marriage to Sir George Booth of Dunham-Maſley',

from whom it deſcended to the preſent proprietor, the Earl of Stamford and

Warrington: Carrington-Hall is now occupied by a farmer.

A chapel of eaſe for the townſhips of Carrington and Partington was built

at Carrington, by George Earl of Warrington, and conſecrated in 1759, being

dedicated to St. George : it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty ;

the ſum of 6ool, having been given towards its endowment by Mary, Counteſs

of Stamford'; the Earl of Stamford and Warrington is patron. John Rider,

biſhop of Killaloe, author of an Engliſh and Latin Dićtionary, who died in 1632,

was a native of Carrington".

* Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities of Bucklow hundred. * Their marriage ſettlement

contained this remarkable clauſe, that “if the ſaid Jane ſhould after marriage be detected of

incontinency, the eſtate ſhould remain to the family of Booth.” Collins's Peerage. Edit. 1768.

Vol. vii. p. 77. Sir Peter Leyceſter obſerves, that Sir George Booth had no iſſue by Jane

Carrington, “yet enjoyed Carrington's lands, which after her death he recovered by a tedious

ſuit.” Hiſtorical Antiquities, p. 229. * Anſwers to the Inquiries of Biſhop Porteus.

* Anthony Wood's Athen. Oxon.
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The townſhip of Dunham-Maffey lies about ſix miles and a half north from

Knutsford. Dunham-Maſſey was the ſeat of the barony of that name, and was

held by the Barons Maſſey, under the Earls of Cheſter, by military ſervice, they

being bound to attend the King in time of war, with a certain number of horſe

and foot, and immediately to repair to the king's ſummons, with their whole

poſé, if an enemy's army ſhould come into Cheſhire, or if Cheſter-caſtle ſhould

be beſieged. Hamo, the laſt Baron of Dunham-Maſſey, died without male iſſue,

about the year 1341, having ſold the reverſion of Dunham-Maſſey, and other

eſtates, to Oliver Ingham juſtice of Cheſter, whoſe heirs, the Stranges, Lords of

Knockin, were for a while poſſeſſed of it, but not without diſturbance from the

Fittons; John Fitton having married the elder ſiſter and co-heir of the laſt Baron

of Dunham-Maſſey. The heireſs of Fitton having married into the Venables

family, and the co-heireſs of William Venables of Bollin having married Robert,

afterwards Sir Robert Booth, the claim was by him renewed in the reign of

Henry VI., and it was at length agreed that Sir Robert ſhould have half of

the manors of Dunham-Maffey, Altrincham, and Hale". This Sir Robert Booth

was of a younger branch of the Booths of Barton in Lancaſhire, and half-brother

of Laurence Booth, archbiſhop of York: having partly ſucceeded in his claim,

he ſettled at Dunham-Maſſey, which, by ſubſequent purchaſes, became wholly

veſted in his deſcendants. Sir George Booth, the ſeventh in deſcent from Sir

Robert, was created a baronet in 1611, on the firſt inſtitution of that order; his

grandſon of the ſame name was created Baron Delamere of Dunham-Maffey,

at the coronation of King Charles II., and Lord Delamere's ſon, Henry, the

ſecond Lord Delamere, was, as before-mentioned, created Earl of Warrington

by King William. Mary, only daughter and heir of George Booth, the ſecond

and laſt Earl of Warrington of that family ‘, who died in 1758, brought

Dunham-Maſſey and other large eſtates, to Henry Grey, Earl of Stamford,

father of George Harry the preſent Earl, who had the title of Warrington

conferred on him by a new creation in 1796. Dunham-Maſſey, the ſeat of the

Earl of Stamford and Warrington, was rebuilt in 1730, from the deſigns of

Mr. John Norris : there is an engraving of the old manſion by Kip, in the

Nouveau Theatre de la Grand Bretagne. Lord Stamford has a valuable collec

tion of pićtures at Dunham-Maſſey, among which are numerous portraits by

* Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 242,243. * The baronetage, ſince extinét,

devolved on the Rev. George Booth.
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Hans Holbein, Cornelius Janſen, Vandyke, Sir Peter Lely, Sir Godfrey

Kneller, &c. &c. ".

Sunderland and Dunham-Wood-houſes are hamlets in the townſhip of Dunham

Maſſey.

The townſhip of Hale lies nearly fix miles N. E. by N. from Knutsford. One

half of the manor, which had in ancient times been parcel of the barony of

Dunham-Maffey, became (in conſequence of the compromiſe which took place

as already ſpoken of ,) in the reign of Henry VI, the property of Sir Robert

Booth, and has deſcended with Dunham-Maſſey to the Earl of Stamford and

Warrington: the other half remained with Sir Thomas Stanley, as heir of the

Stranges; this moiety, including Ringey, a hamlet of Hale, has been for more

than one hundred and fifty years in the family of Crewe', and is now the

property of the Right Hon. Lord Crewe. The Hale-Hall eſtate, which belonged

for ſeveral deſcents to the family of Birch, has been ſold to Iſaac Worthington

Eſq., who has taken down the old hall, and erected a commodious manſion on

the ſite, now in the occupation of the Rev. Robert Harrop. In this townſhip is

an ancient diſſenters’ meeting-houſe. At Ringey, or Ringway, was an ancient

chapel, which, after the Reſtoration, was occupied for many years by the non

conformiſts * : in 1720 it was rebuilt by Lord Crewe's grandfather, who gave

* Of theſe may be enumerated Sir Thomas Greſham, and Chriſtiana Ducheſs of Loraine,

(daughter of Chriſtian II. King of Denmark), by Holbein; Henry, the firſt Earl of War

rington; Sir John Booth Knight ; Lady Diana Cecil (daughter of the ſecond Earl of Exeter),

wife of Henry Vere Earl of Oxford, and afterwards of Thomas Bruce, Earl of Elgin, and

her fiſter, Lady Elizabeth Cecil, wife of Thomas, Earl of Berkſhire, by Cornelius Janſen; the

Counteſs of Oxford and Elgin above-mentioned ; Lady Killigrew ; Philip, Earl of Pembroke

and Montgomery; Lady Anne Carr, Counteſs of Bedford, and Henry Danvers, Earl of Danby,

by Vandyke; Anne, Queen of James II.; the Ducheſs of Portſmouth; the Counteſs of Ranelagh;

the Counteſs of Meath; Sir George Howard and his Lady; the Hon. Archibald Grey; the

firſt Earl of Shafteſbury; Lady Anne Cecil, the firſt Counteſs of Stamford; Henry, the firſt

Earl of Stamford; George, Lord Delamere, and his lady, (daughter of the firſt Earl of Stamford)

and William Cavendiſh, Earl of Devonſhire, by Sir Peter Lely; the Ducheſs of Orleans, ſiſter of

- King Charles II., by Largilliere; Barbara Villiers, Ducheſs of Cleveland; Henry, the firſt Earl

of Warrington, and his ſecond daughter, Lady Mary Robarts; John Churchill, Duke of Marl

borough; Lady Elizabeth Delves, daughter of the firſt Earl of Warrington; and the Hon.

Langham Booth, by Sir Godfrey Kneller. There is a curious ancient portrait of Elizabeth, the

Queen of King Edward IV. ; and there are ſeveral portraits of the Warrington family by Dahl,

Dobſon, and other artiſts; and one of Frances, the celebrated Ducheſs of Richmond, in the reign

ofJames I. (the artiſt’s name unknown.) *

* See the preceding page. * See Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities. * Ibid.
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2001, towards its endowment, and procured for it Queen Anne's bounty",

ſince which time the nomination of the miniſter has been veſted in the Crewe

family. w -

The townſhip of Partington lies ten miles N. by W. from Knutsford: the

manor, anciently parcel of the barony of Dunham-Maffey, was at an early

period divided into ſeveralties: in 1666 Lord Delamere had a third part,

which had belonged to the Carringtons; the remainder was divided between

the families of Warburton, Owen, Hadfield, and Partington'; the Earl of

Stamford and Warrington is now lord of the whole. Partington-Hall is a farm

houſe ; Milbank; a modern manſion in this townſhip, is the property and re

ſidence of Mr. Robert Speer, who purchaſed it in 1807, of the truſtees of the

late Walter Kerfoot Eſq. In this townſhip is a diſſenters' meeting which has been

many years eſtabliſhed.

The townſhip of Timperley lies about eight miles and a half N. N. E. from

Knutsford: a moiety of the manor belonged at a very early period to the

family of Timperley, and paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Maſſeys,

Chattertons, and Radcliffes “: the co-heireſſes of Radcliffe married Parre and

Arderne; the Parres conveyed their half of this moiety to the Booths, who thus'

became poſſeſſed of a fourth part of the manor', which has deſcended to the

Earl of Stamford and Warrington; the other half paſſed in marriage to the

Breretons of Aſhley, and afterwards became veſted in Sir Amos Meredith, in right

of his wife, who was daughter of Robert Tatton Eſq. of Withenſhaw, huſband of

Anne, one of the fiſters and co-heirs of Thomas Brereton Eſq., who died in 1660".

The other moiety of the manor of Timperley was held at a very early period

under the barony of Dunham-Maſſey, by the Cheadles and their repreſentatives

the Bulkeleys of Cheadle": this eſtate belonged to Lord Bulkeley in 1702: in

conſequence of purchaſes made by the laſt earl and counteſs of Warrington,

the whole of the manor of Timperley is now united to the Dunham-Maſſey

eſtate. Timperley-Hall, and its annexed demeſne, are now the property of the

Rev. Croxton Johnſon, rector of Wilmſlow, having been purchaſed by his father:

the hall is in the occupation of Joſeph Hanſon Eſq.

Riddings in the townſhip of Timperley, in ſome ancient records called a manor,

was anciently in the family of Saunford", afterward in the Vawdreys, of whom

it was purchaſed about the year 1660, by the Gerards": it is now by purchaſe

the property of Mr. Twyford of Mancheſter; the hall is a farm-houſe. The

* Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis. * Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities, p. 329.

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe, * Ibid. * Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities.

* Ibid, * Eſch. 4 Edw. 3, * Sir Peter Leyceſter.
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Vawdreys reſided for many generations at Bank-hill, in the townſhip of Hale,

now belonging to Joſeph Foden Eſq.

The townſhip of Agden, partly in Bowden pariſh, and partly in that of

Roſtherne, lies about five miles and a half N. N. W. from Knutsford. A moiety

of the manor paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs from the Aketons, or Agdens, to

the families of Daniel and Venables; the other moiety was ſold by Agnes, widow

of John Leech, and heir of Robert de Aketon, to the Savages, and by them, in

1619, to the Venables family, who had been poſſeſſed of the former moiety as

early as the year 1401 °. William Venables, who married the heireſs of Daniel,

and ſettled at Agden, was grandſon of Hugh Venables Baron of Kinderton, and

nephew of Sir Richard Venables Baron of Kinderton, who was ſlain at

Shrewſbury. In 1727, the heireſs of George Venables Eſq. of Agden, married

Sir P. T. Chetwode Bart., grandfather of Sir John Chetwode Bart., the preſent

proprietor of this manor, who keeps the hall in his own occupation for his

occaſional reſidence.

The townſhip of Aſhton on Merſey has been ſpoken of in the account of that

pariſh'.

BREREToN pariſh, which conſiſts only of one townſhip, including the hamlet

of Smethwick, lies in the hundred of Northwich and deanery of Middlewich;

the village is ſituated three miles north from Sandbach, and fix eaſt from

Middlewich: it had formerly a market on Thurſday, granted in 1368, to

William Brereton Eſq., together with a fair at the feſtival of St. Peter ad Vincula'.

Smith in his deſcription of Cheſhire (1 585) ſpeaks of a fair then lately purchaſed,

held on Brereton-Green, on Lammas-day, Aug. 1. ‘ The manor of Brereton

was held under the barony of Kinderton, nearly as early as the time of the

Conqueſt", by the ancient family of Brereton, who continued to poſſeſs it for

many generations in uninterrupted lineal deſcent: Sir William Brereton of Brereton,

the head of this ancient family, which had ſpread into ſeveral branches in various

parts of Cheſhire, was, in 1624, created Lord Brereton of Leighlin in Ireland:

on the death of Francis Lord Brereton in 1722, the male line of this principal

branch of the family became extinét, and the manor of Brereton paſſed under

the will of William Lord Brereton, their father, to his fiſters Jane and Elizabeth,

and being afterwards veſted in the latter, was bequeathed by her to her fiſter's ſon,

Sir Charles Holte Bart. of Aſton in Warwickſhire. Heneage Legge Eſq. of Aſton.

• Sir Peter Leyceſter. * See p. 484,485. 'Cart, 42 Edw. III. * Vale-Royal,

part i. p. 49. * Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe.

(whoſe
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(whoſe aunt, Lady Jane Legge, was the firſt wife of Sir Liſter Holte Bart.) is

the preſent proprietor of this eſtate, under Sir Liſter's will, ſubject to a leaſe for life,

and twenty-one years after, to the preſent occupier, Abraham Bracebridge Eſq. of

Atherſton in Warwickſhire, who occaſionally reſides at Brereton-Hall. The re

verſion of Brereton, in caſe of the deceaſe of Heneage Legge Eſq. and the Rev.

Wriotheſley Digby of Meriden , in Warwickſhire, without iſſue, is veſted under

Sir Liſter Holte's will, in the heirs of the above-mentioned Abraham Brace

bridge, deſcended from an ancient family long ſettled at Atherſton, by his wife

Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Charles Holte his younger brother, the laſt

baronet of that family, and repreſentative in blood of the ancient family of

Brereton. Brereton-Hall, called by Webb “the ſtately houſe of Brereton, and

deſcribed as one of the moſt complete brick-buildings in Cheſhire', was erected

in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Sir William Brereton’: a part only of this

ancient manſion, which is the occaſional reſidence of Mr. Bracebridge, is now

remaining : the arms of Brereton occur in ſeveral of the windows, in ſlained glaſs,

with the date, 1577; in the windows, and round the top of the ſtair-caſe, are the

arms of many of the principal gentry of Cheſhire. Some windows of painted glaſs,

repreſenting the Saxon Earls of Cheſter; Hugh Lupus made Earl of Cheſter by

William the Conqueror, and the ſix ſucceeding Earls, which were formerly in

the hall at Brereton were removed by Sir Liſter Holte, and are now at Aſton-Hall

in Warwickſhire, the ſeat of Heneage Legge Eſq.

In the pariſh church is the monument of William Smethwick Eſq. of

Smethwick, who died in 1643 : on a rich marble monument in the chancel is

an inſcription in Latin, importing that in ancient times the church of Brereton

was a donative chapel in the pariſh of Aſtbury; that the anceſtors of Sir William

Brereton, Baron of Malpas, who erected the monument in the year 1618, were

buried in the church-yard at Aſtbury, where their tombs (being of that kind

termed “knights’ burials”) ſtill exiſted ", but that after the chapel of Brereton

had been made parochial, the anceſtors of the ſaid Sir William Brereton, patron

of the church of Brereton, had been buried in the chancel of that church. On

the north fide of the chancel was formerly a window of painted glaſs, with four

figures, repreſenting the perſons who ſlew Thomas à Becket, at the high-altar

in Canterbury, in 1170; and a fifth, which is ſuppoſed to be intended for King

Henry II. A coloured drawing of this window, which it is probable was deſtroyed

* Dr. Bagot ſome time biſhop of St. Aſaph (and ſince deceaſed without iſſue) was alſo in the ental.

* Vale-Royal, part i. p. 80. * Camden ſpeaking of Brereton ſays, that Sir William

Brereton had “ of late added very much credit and honour to the place, by a magnificent and

ſumptuous houſe that he had there built.” * See p. 447.

4. during



518 C H E S H 1 R E.

|

during the civil war, with an inſcription, denoting that it was pourtrayed by the

order of Sir William Brereton in 1608, was exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries,

on the 22d of May 1788, by Owen Saluſbury Brereton Eſq. vice-preſident, and

is engraved in the ninth volume of the Archaeologia. The chapel of Brereton

was originally built about the reign of Richard I. : it was made parochial, and

endowed with the tithes of Brereton and Smethwick, in or about the reign

of Henry VIII.": the advowſon of the reëtory is attached to the manor.

The manor of Smethwick - was given by Ralph Brereton, in or about the

reign of King John, to his nephew, Orme de Smethwick and his heirs, paying

twelve-pence yearly to the chapel of Brereton". The hall and demeſne of

Smethwick were purchaſed of the repreſentatives of the Smethwicks about a

century ago, by the anteſtor of Edward Thornycroft of Thornycroft, the preſent

proprietor: the hall is occupied as a farm-houſe.

BRomborough, in the hundred and deanery of Wirrall, lies about eleven

miles north from Cheſter, and fix miles E. N. E. from Neſton: the pariſh

contains the townſhips of Bromborough and Brimſlage ; Bromborough had formerly

a market on Monday, granted in 1277, to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh

in Cheſter, (who were then poſſeſſed of the manor,) together with a fair for

three days at the feſtival of St. Barnabas'. The manor which had been given to

the abbey, in compenſation for ſome injuries done to the monks, by Randal de

Gernon, Earl of Cheſter', was ſoon after the diſſolution in the Cotton family:

Henry Hardware died ſeiſed of it in 1622 *; and his deſcendants appear to have

continued in poſſeſſion of the hall, until the year 1720, when it was purchaſed by

the Mainwarings. The manor was in the Bavands from 1625 to 1656, or perhaps

a few years later; afterwards in Dr. John Bridgman, biſhop of Cheſter, from

whoſe family it paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales to the Greens and Bradſhaws. It

was purchaſed of the latter about the year 1681, by James Mainwaring Eſq.

anceſtor of James Mainwaring Eſq., now of Bromborough-Hall, deſcended

from the Mainwarings of Whitmore" in Staffordſhire, a younger branch of the

Mainwarings of Over-Peover, in this county. The church of Bromborough

which had been given with the manor to the monks of St. Werburgh, was

granted by King Henry VIII. to the dean and chapter, who are now patrons of

the donative. Mr. Mainwaring is impropriator of the great tithes.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities, part i. p. 194. * The hamlet of Smethwick is nearly

four miles N. E. by E. from Sandbach. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Cart. 6 Edw. I.

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harl. MSS. Brit. Muſeum, N° 2010.

* George Mainwaring, father of James, who ſettled at Bromborough, was of a younger branch

of the Mainwarings of Whitmore. .

The
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The townſhip of Brimſtage, or as it is called in ancient records, Brinſtall,

Brum/tagh, Burnſ?ache, and Brunſtath, lies about four miles N. by E. from

Great-Neſton; the manor was held by the family of Domville, as early as the

reign of Edward I., and paſſed by a ſucceſſion of female heirs to the families of

Hulſe, Troutbeck, and Talbot': it is now the property of the Earl of Shrewſbury.

The hall, an ancient ſtructure, is occupied by a farmer. *

GREAT-BUDwor.TH, in the hundred of Bucklow and deanery of Frodſham,

is eſteemed the largeſt pariſh in Cheſhire, except Preſtbury", being fifteen miles

long, ten miles wide, and containing nineteen townſhips, excluſively of thoſe

which are in the parochial chapelries of Lower-Peover and Witton : theſe

chapelries are, for the moſt part, in the hundred of Northwich. The townſhips

of Great-Budworth', are Budworth, Anderton, Appleton-cum-Hull, Aſton-juxta

Budworth, Barnton, Barterton, or Bartington, Cogſhall, Comberbach, Dutton,

Little-Legh, Marbury, Marſton, Picmere, Stretton, Nether-Tabley, Over-Whitley,

Nether Whitley, and Wincham. The village of Great-Budworth lies about two

miles N. E. by E. from the town of Northwich: the manor, in the beginning of

Henry the Third’s reign, was poſſeſſed by Geffrey, ſon of Adam, a younger ſon

of Hugh de Dutton, which Geffrey, from his reſidence at that place, was ſome

times called de Budworth ; Peter, his grandſon, removed to Warburton, aſſumed

that name, and was the immediate anceſtor of Sir Peter Warburton Bart., the

preſent proprietor. Geffrey de Budworth gave a third part of Budworth to the

prior and convent of Norton: after the diſſolution, this eſtate was granted

by King Henry VIII. to John Grimſditch "; it was afterwards divided, and

ſold in ſeveralties. Belmont-houſe in this townſhip was built by J. H. Smith

Barry Eſq., who depoſited in it his valuable colle&tion of pictures and ſtatues,

afterwards removed to Marbury; it is now the property and ſeat of Henry

Clarke Eſq., who purchaſed it of Mr. Barry. -

The tower of the pariſh-church, which has the arms of Sir John Warburton,

and ſome other coats under the great weſt window, appears to have been built

or repaired about the year 1520. In the chapel, at the end of the ſouth aiſle,

are ſome monuments of the Pooles; in the ſouth tranſept are the monuments of Sir

John Warburton Knight, who died in 1575, and Sir George Warburton, the firſt

' Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Including its chapelries, it compriſes thirty-two

townſhips. ' Antrobus, Crowley, and Seven-Oaks, which are (as we have been fince informed,)

hamlets of 0~er-Whitley, are erroneouſly inſerted in p. 332, as townſhips of Great-Budworth; the

two former are called townſhips, and Seven-Oaks, a hamlet, in the population abſtraćt, printed by

order of the houſe of commons. * See Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities, p. 226.

3. baronet



520 G H E S H I R. E.

baronet of the family, who died in 1676. In the North chapel are the monuments

of Sir Peter Leyceſter Bart. the hiſtorian of the hundred of Bucklow ; Sir Robert

Leyceſter his ſon, who died in 1684; and Sir Francis his grandſon, the laſt heir

male of that ancient family, who died in 1742. On Sir Peter Leyceſter's monu

ment, (which has lately been repaired by Sir J. F. Leiceſter", the preſent pro

prietor of Tabley,) is an inſcription, which conſiſts merely of names and dates.

Sir Peter Leyceſter died O&tober 11, 1678, and his lady, who was the youngeſt

daughter of Gilbert Lord Gerard, on the 26th of Jan. following.

The rectory of Budworth, which had been given to the priory of Norton, with

a third of the manor as before-mentioned, was granted by King Henry VIII.

to the dean and chapter of Chriſt-church college in Oxford, who are patrons

of the vicarage : the great tithes are held on leaſe under the college, by the

truſtees of the late William Maſſey Eſq. of Moſton. In the church-yard is a

ſchool founded about the year 16oo, by John Dean, rector of St. Bartholomew

the Great P: it is endowed with the intereſt of 2001, given by Mr. Pickering

of Thelwall, and Mrs. Glover: the maſter is nominated by the vicar.

The townſhip of Anderton lies nearly two miles N. W. by N. from Northwich.

The manor was at a very early period in the family of Loſtock; Urian de St.

Pierre, who died ſeiſed of it in 1286, poſſeſſed it by gift from Richard de Loſtock:

from the St. Pierres it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs, to the Cokeſeys and

Grevilles; Sir Thomas Cokeſey, alias Greville, died ſeiſed of it in 1499, or 1.5oo".

It was afterwards in the Suttons of Sutton, near Macclesfield, and was purchaſed

of that family in 16oo, by Sir Peter Warburton, one of the juſtices of the

eommon-pleas, whoſe daughter and heir brought it in marriage, to Sir Thomas

Stanley of Alderley', anceſtor of Sir John Thomas Stanley Bart., the preſent

proprietor. It was a proverbial ſaying concerning Anderton, that it had no ale

houſe, nor was there a gentleman, beggar, charterer (i. e. free-holder), or cottager,

within its limits, but that it had a common without end, the townſhip being

quite ſurrounded by a common '.

The townſhip of Appleton lies nearly eight miles N. by W. from Northwich,

and about four miles and a half S. S. E. from Warrington in Lancaſhire. The

manor of Appleton, with its hamlets of Hull and Stockton, belonged in the reign

of Henry III. to Geffrey Dutton, and has paſſed with Budworth, to Sir Peter

Warburton Bart. The manor of Appleton has been incloſed, by virtue of an

aćt of Parliament paſſed in 1764. The manor of Bradley, a hamlet of Appleton,

* This ſpelling has of late years been adopted by the family. * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia

Ceſtrienſis. * Dr.Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. | Sir Peter Leyceſter. * Ibid.

Wąs
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was given by Geffrey, the ſon of Adam de Dutton, to the anceſtor cf Thomas

Daniers, or Daniel, whoſe daughter and heir, in the reign of Edward lit.,

brought it in marriage to the Savages': in 1622 it was a ſeat of the Greggs";

at a later period it was in the Egertons of Oulton, of whom it was purchaſed

in 1800 by Richard Wilſon Eſq. the preſent proprietor. There is a ſchool at

Appleton, founded by Sir George Warburton, who died in 1743; it is not

endowed. -

The manor of Aſlon-juxta-Budworth has paſſed with Budworth to Sir Peter

Warburton. Arley, in this townſhip, has been the ſeat of the Warburtons

ever ſince the reign of Henry VII. when Peter Warburton Eſq. built Arley

Hall, and removed thither the family-reſidence from Warburton; Sir John

Warburton, his ſon, was one of the knights of the body to King Henry VII. :

Sir John’s grandſon, Sir Peter, was one of the juſtices of the common-pleas;

George, the great-grandſon of Sir John Warburton above-mentioned, was created

a baronet in 1660. Arley-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Warburton family,

was re-built by Sir Piers Warburton in 1495 : the preſent manſion, now the

ſeat of Sir Peter Warburton Bart. was built about the year 1755.

The manor of Heild in this townſhip became the property of Sir Nicholas

Leyceſter in the reign of Edward I., by marriage with Margaret, daughter of

Geffery de Dutton: in 1355 it was ſold to the family of Heild, and having

devolved in moieties to co-heireſſes of that family, was repurchaſed at two ſe

veral periods, in 15oo and 1601, by the Leyceſters'; it is now the property of

Sir J. F. Leiceſter Bart. The hall at Heild, an ancient ſeat of the Leyceſter family,

is now a farm-houſe. The manor of Wethale, which was part alſo of Margaret

Dutton's marriage portion, paſſed to her deſcendants the Leyceſters in uninter

rupted ſucceſſion: a branch of the Leyceſter family refided for ſome time at

Wethale *.

The townſhip of Barnton lies nearly two miles N. W. by W. from Northwich;

the manor was purchaſed in the reign of King John by the Duttons, and after

wards held under them in moieties, by the families of Berthington and Starkie.

Since the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when Starkie's moiety is known to have

been ſold in ſeveralties”; the manor has been annihilated, the proprietors of lands

being all freeholders of inheritance".

* Eſch. 28 Edw. Il I. and 6 Hen. VI. * King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 95.

* Smith’s MS. Collections. * Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 215.

* Ibid. * Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Sir Peter Leyceſter.

Vol. II. 3 X The



522 C H E S H I R E.

The townſhip of Barterton, or Bartington, lies about four miles N. W. by W.

from Northwich; the manor was purchaſed in the reign of Edward I. by Sir

Hugh Dutton, of the co-heirs of the Kingſleys, who were poſſeſſed of it as early

as the reign of Richard I. º. It deſcended with the Dutton eſtate to the Gerards

and Fleetwoods; has ſince paſſed by ſale through various hands, and is now the

property of Henry Charles Hervey Aſton, a minor, whoſe grandfather purchaſed

it in 1789 : there is no hall on this eſtate. -

The townſhip of Cog ſhall, or Cogſhull, lies three miles and a half N. N. W.

from Northwich; the manor was given by Hugh de Durholme to Henry Lacy,

. Earl of Lincoln, and by him ſucceſſively to two of his ſervants, Hugh Clyderow

and John the Falconer; it reverted to the Lacys, and having become veſted in

the crown as parcel of the Duchy of Lancaſter, the lands were purchaſed in

parcels in fee-farm in the year 1612 *. Cogſhall is now eſteemed to be within

the lordſhip of Over-Whitley. Burge-Hall, or Burgeſs-Hall, in this townſhip,

(now called Cogſhall-Hall,) was the ſeat of the ancient family of Burges, extinét

in the male line in the reign of Henry III. ; one of the co-heireſſes brought a

moiety of this eſtate to the Starkies, who, in 1689, purchaſed the other moiety,

which had deſcended from the Booths to the Aſhtons: Richard Starkey, who

died in 1722, by his laſt will dire&ed this eſtate to be ſold; after paſſing through

ſeveral hands, it was purchaſed by the late Mr. Peter Jackſon of Frandly, and

is now the property and refidence of his natural ſon, Mr. Peter Shakerley.

The townſhip of Comberbach lies four miles N. by W. from Northwich; the

manor was given by John de Lacy to Adam de Dutton, anceſtor of the

Warburtons °. This Adam gave a moiety of the eſtate to the prior and convent

of Norton f: after the diſſolution theſe lands were granted to John Grimſditch,

and moſt of them were ſold by him to Robert Eaton , whoſe deſcendant, George

Eaton Eſq., is now poſſeſſed of a conſiderable eſtate in this townſhip. The

other moiety of Comberbach was given by Roger Lacy, in or about the reign

of Richard I., to the knights of St. John of Jeruſalem, on condition that it

ſhould be held under them by the family of Comberbach”: this moiety became

divided into ſeveralties: the manor has deſcended from Adam de Dutton above

mentioned, to Sir Peter Warburton Bart, the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Dutton lies nearly five miles eaſt from Frodſham; the manor

was divided in the reign of William. Rufus, as appears by the ſurvey of domeſday,

• Sir Peter Leyceſter. * Ibid. . * See p. 485, (note ".) Harl, MSS. N° 1535.

* Willare Ceſtrienſe. * Sir Peter Leyceſter,

5 between
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between Odard, Oſbern ſon of Tezzon, and William Fitz-Nigel, Baron of

Halton, all of whom held under the Earl of Cheſter. Odard, ſon of Yvron, viſcount

of Conſtantine, (whoſe name is written in moſt records of later date, Hodard, or

Hudard,) was the immediate anceſtor' of the ancient and numerous family of

Dutton of Dutton, which name was aſſumed from the place of his reſidence", by

Hodard’s ſon, Hugh. Oſbern was anceſtor of the family of Boydell. Hodard had

the larger ſhare; his grandſon, Hugh, purchaſed the lands which had belonged to

the Baron of Halton, for a coat of mail and a charger, to which was added a palfrey

and a ſparrow-hawk, by Hugh, his ſucceſſor'; the eſtate which belonged to the

Boydells, was purchaſed by Sir Thomas Dutton in the reign of Edward III".

Hugh Dutton, the third in deſcent from Hodard, had a grant about the year 1216

from John de Lacy, Baron of Halton and conſtable of Cheſter, of the

controll, or magiſtracy, magiſtratum, or as it is expreſſed in ſome records,

(nearly as old as " the original grant,) the advowry or prote&tion, “advocariam *

omnium leccatorum et meretricum totius Ceſterſhiria.” ” This privilege is ſaid to

have been originally granted to Roger Lacy, father of John, for his reſcue of

Ranulph Earl of Cheſter, then a priſoner at Rhuddlan caſtle, with an armed

force, haſtily colle&ted and made up of all ſorts of diſorderly perſons, who were

aſſembled at Cheſter fair." It may be doubtful, perhaps, whether the word leccator

is to be interpreted, as Sir Peter Leyceſter tranſlates it, in its more obvious ſenſe,

or whether it may not rather be rendered a buffoon, or jeſter; Du-Cange gives

the word ſcurra as one of its ſynonymes. It is certain that the word leccator

does not occur in any exiſting record relating to this privilege of the Dutton

family, after the original grant. In the 23d year of King Edward I. (ſcarcely

fourſcore years from the date of the grant) it is ſtated in the inquiſition taken after

the death of Hugh Dutton, that he died ſeiſed of the advowry omnium mineſtrellorum

et meretricum, &c. The minſtrels appear to have been itinerant muſicians, who under

the protection of the court, or other competent authority, exerciſed their vocation for

the amuſement of the public, and were generally rewarded highly for their ſervices."

'We have ſeen ſome pedigrees which make Hodard marry the heireſs of Dutton. * Three

branches of this family aſſumed the names of Aſhley, Cheadle, and Warburton, from the place of their

reſpective reſidence. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 25o. * Ibid. p. 253. * Eſch.

22 Edw. I. * See p. 3oo. * See Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 142. where the deed is

printed at length. * Ibid. * When King Edward the Firſt's queen lay in at Rhuddlah caſtle

in 1281, the ſurn of Iol. (equal to 3ool. of the preſent currency) was given to the minſtrels on the

day of her churching. Archaeol. Vol. xvi. p. 47. At the brotherhood feaſts at Abingdon, in the

fifteenth century, it appears that they gave four-pence each to twelve prieſts to fing a dirge, and

2. 3 d. each beſides their diet, and horſe meat, to twelve minſtrels to make them metry. s

3 X 2 - {t

*
-
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It appears by the pleadings in a quo warranto, brought againſt Lawrence

Dutton Eſq. in the year 1498, that it was cuſtomary for all minſtrels in Cheſhire

to meet the Lord of Dutton at Cheſter on Midſummer-day, on which occaſion

they were to preſent him with four flaggons of wine and a lance, and he was

entitled to receive from every minſtrel the ſum of four-pence half-penny, and

“ de quilibet meretrice,” in the city and county of Cheſter, “officium ſuum

exercente,” the ſum of four-pence. After this time we hear nothing of any other

controll exerciſed by the family of Dutton than that over minſtrels', an authority

recognized by ſeveral ačts of Parliament, which exempt the minſtrels of Cheſhire

from the penalties of thoſe ačts by which all other wandering fidlers and minſtrels

are deemed rogues and vagabonds'. -

This right was exerciſed by the Duttons, and their repreſentatives the Gerards

and Fleetwoods, as long as they continued in poſſeſſion of the Dutton eſtate;

and though not originally attached to the eſtate, but veſted in the heirs of Dutton,

yet it appears to have been alienated with it. The minſtrels', or minſtrelſy

courts", were, till within a few years of their diſuſe, held annually at Cheſter, on

St. John Baptiſt's Day, (being the day of the Midſummer fair,) by the heir,

or Lord of Dutton, or his ſteward. A banner, or pennon, emblazoned with

the arms of Dutton, was hung out of the window of the inn where the court

was held, and notice given by a drummer proclaiming in the ſtreets, and

ſummoning all perſons concerned to appear at the court, between certain hours.

At eleven o’clock in the forenoon, the proceſſion moved from the inn in the

following form:—Aband of muſic;-two trumpeters;–licenſed muſicians, with

* It is probable that the advocaria meretricum continued till the public ſtews at Cheſter were ſup

preſſed by proclamation in the reign of King Henry VIII. * In the ſtatutes of 14 Eliz. c. 5. and

39 Eliz. c. 4, this right of the Duttons is recognized and ſaved : in 43 Eliz. c. 9. the ſaving clauſe

was continued only one year, unleſs before the end thereof John Dutton Eſq. and his heirs, ſhould

procure the lords chief juſtices, and lord chief-baron, or two of them, after hearing his allegations

and proofs, to make certificate into chancery, to be there enrolled, that the ſaid John Dutton, or

his heirs, ought lawfully (if no ſtatute againſt rogues or beggars had been made) by charter,

tenure, or preſcription, to have ſuch liberty of licenſing of minſtrels, as he claimed and uſed.

In ſtatute 1 James I. c. 25. the right was recognized without limitation, ſo that the proof required

by the laſt ſtatute was probably adduced; and a fimilar ſaving clauſe is contained in ſtatute 17

Geo. I. cap. 5. -

* The minſtrels, who were under the protećtion of the Earls of Lancaſter, held an annual court

at Tutbury in Staffordſhire, on the 16th of Auguſt, when a king of the minſtrels, and four

ſtewards, were chofen; a jury was impannelled, a charge given, and ſuch minſtrels as had been guilty

of any offence againſt the ancient rules and orders of the ſociety, were puniſhed by fine. John of

Gaunt granted a charter of privileges to the king of the minſtrels, 4 Rich. II. In Shaw's

Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, is a full account of the proceedings of the minſtrel court at Tutbury,

principally taken from Dr. Plott, and Mr. Pegge,

2. white
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white napkins acroſs their ſhoulders;–the banner borne by one of the principal

muſicians;—the ſteward on horſeback, with a white wand in his hand;—a tabarder,

his tabard emblazoned with the arms of Dutton ;-the Lord, or heir of Dutton

(if preſent), attended by many of the gentry of the county and city, on horſe.

back. In the middle of the Eaſtgate-ſtreet, a proclamation" was made, to give

notice of the holding of the court, after which the proceſſion moved forwards

to the church of St. John the Baptiſt: on entering the chancel, the muſicians,

by notice from the ſteward, played ſeveral pieces of ſerious muſic upon their

knees; after which, divine ſervice was performed, and the heir, or Lord of

Dutton ſpecially prayed for; after the ſervice another proclamation * was made,

and the proceſſion then returned to the inn in the ſame order that it came ;

entertainments were given to the lord’s friends and to the muſicians; in the

afternoon a jury was impannelled from among the licenſed muſicians, to whom.

a charge” was given by the ſteward; the jurors then gave in their verdićts,

- and

* “ Oyez, Oyez, Oyez, This is to give notice to all muſicians and minſtrels, that the court of

the honourable Charles Gerard Fleetwood Eſq. (deſcendant heir of Eleanor, ſole daughter and heir

of Thomas Dutton of Dutton in the county of Cheſter Eſq., by Sir Gilbert Gerard, ſon and

heir of Thomas Lord Gerard of Gerard’s Bromley, in the county of Stafford), is this day held

at the houſe of Robert Cluff, at the Eagle and Child, in the Northgate-ſtreet, Cheſter, where all ſuch

muſicians and minſtrels as do intend to play upon any inſtrument of muſic, for gain, within the

county of Cheſter, or within the county of the city of Cheſter, are required to appear and take

licence for the year enſuing, otherwiſe they will be adjudged and taken up as rogues and

vagabonds, and puniſhed accordingly. God ſave the King, and the lord of the court.”

* “God ſave the King, the Queen, the Prince, and all the Royal family; and the honourable

Charles Gerard Fleetwood Eſq., (heir deſcendant of that ancient worthy family of the Duttons

of Dutton in Cheſhire, and of the right honourable family of the Gerards of Gerard’s Bromley

in the county of Stafford); long may he live, and ſupport the honour of the minſtrel court.”

N. B. The two foregoing proclamations were in the time of Mr. Gerard Fleetwood, who about

the year 1745 ſold Dutton and the advowry of the minſtrels, to R. Lant Eſq. of Putney in

Surrey.

* Among other articles the jury were to inquire of any treaſon againſt the King, or the Earl of

Cheſter; likewiſe whether any man of their profeſſion had exerciſed his inſtrument without licence

from the lord of the court; and what miſdemeanours they had been guilty of ; and whether they

had heard any language amongſt their fellows tending to the diſhonour of their lord and patron, the

heir of Dutton.

* Form of the oath to a muſician or minſtrel.—“You are hereby required to behave yourſelf

lively, as a licenſed minſtrel of this court ought to do, during the time that you are licenſed to play

upon any inſtrument of muſic, or minſtrelſy, within the ſaid county of Cheſter, or county of the

city of Cheſter, and you ſhall inform the lord of the court, or his ſteward, or deputy for the

tume
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and preſentments; an oath was adminiſtered to the muſicians, and licences

granted to all who were adjudged worthy, authorizing them to play upon their

muſical inſtruments within the county and city of Cheſter, for one year. Some

time being, if you know of any perſon that ſhall play upon any inſtrument of muſic, for gain, or

reward, within this city, or within the county of Cheſter, not having firſt obtained and had his or

their licence ſo to do.— So help you God.”— Or, as follows:– “You are hereby to behave

yourſelf lively, as a licenſed minſtrel of this court ought to do.— You ſhall not at any time play upon

any inſtrument of muſic, within the county palatine of Cheſter, nor within the county of the city

of Cheſter, for hire, gain, or reward, without the licence of this court, firſt had and obtained;

neither ſhall you know, nor ſuffer any perſon to play upon any inſtrument of muſic, within the

ſaid county, or city, for gain, hire, or reward, not having the licence of this court ſo to do;

but you ſhall make the lord of this court acquainted thereof, or his ſteward; and in all other reſpects

you ſhall demean yourſelf according to the purport and true meaning of your licence. You

ſhall give your yearly attendance upon the court, ſo long as you intend to play upon any inuſical

inſtrument for gain within either of the ſaid counties, to take a licence for the ſame, and are able ſo

to do. - So help you God.”

* The following charge was given by the ſteward of Mr. Lant, at one of the laſt courts.

—“Gentlemen of the jury. The oath which you have juſt now taken ſeems to make it proper

to ſay ſomething by way of charge ; otherwiſe your own knowledge and experience would have

rendered it quite unneceſſary; but as the duty of the office of ſteward of this honourable court,

and your oath require that a charge ſhould be given to you, I ſhak beg leave to take up a little of

your time, and ſay ſomething to you concerning this honourable court; the duty and privilege of

muſicians in this city and county of Cheſter, and your duty as jurors.”

“The records relating to this honourable court, which are ſtill preſerved, ſhew it to have been

of great antiquity; and the readineſs and zeal which the muſicians heretofore ſhewed in redeeming

their prince when he was ſurrounded by his enemies, have been a means of perpetuating their

ſervice, and of eſtabliſhing this honourable court, which Mr. Lant the preſent lord of the manor

of Dutton claims, and the privileges thereto belonging, from Roger Lacy, conſtable of the caſtle

of Cheſter, who raiſed the ſiege at Rhuddlan caſtle, and brought the prince in great triumph to

Cheſter; ſome of which privileges are, that all muſicians ſhall appear and do their ſuit and ſervice

at this court; and no muſician ſhall play upon any inſtrument, for gain, without having a licence

from the Lord of Dutton, or his ſteward of this court; and if any perſon does preſume to play

for gain, without ſuch licence, he is not only liable to be proſecuted by a due courſe of law,

but alſo to be puniſhed as a rogue, vagrant, and vagabond; theſe privileges have been confirmed

and allowed by ſeveral acts of Parliament, and Mr. Lant is determined that the power and

authority of this court ſhall be preſerved, and that none ſhall exerciſe the employment of a

muſician for gain, without a licence from him or his ſteward; and therefore geutlemen, he expects,

and the oath which you have juſt taken requires, that you ſhould inquire of all ſuch perſons, playing

upon any inſtrument of muſic, for gain, either in the county of Cheſter, or the county of the

the city of Cheſter; and if you know, or are properly informed of any ſuch, you are to preſent

them to this court, that they may be proceeded againſt, and puniſhed according to law; which the

lord and the ſteward thereof are determined to do, with the utmoſt ſeverity.”

years
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years before theſe courts were diſuſed, they had been held only occaſionally,

at intervals, ſometimes of two or three, ſometimes of four or five years, and the

attendance on them was much leſſened; the fee for a licence was 2 ſ. 6d. : in 1754,

there were twenty-one licences granted. The laſt court was held in 1756, R.

Lant Eſq. being then Lord of Dutton, and poſſeſſing the advowry of the minſtrels

by purchaſe. -

Sir Peter Dutton, the eleventh in deſcent from Hodard, was in arms with

Harry Hotſpur, for which he was pardoned by King Henry IV. the pardon was

dated at Cirenceſter, Nov. 5, 1403. Sir Peter Leyceſter relates a circumſtance of

this Sir Peter, which exhibits a ſtriking trait of the licentious ſpirit which prevailed

at that period, even among perſons of the higher ranks. Sir William Atherton of

Lancaſhire having plundered Sir Peter Dutton of ſome horſes and ſaddles, he deter

mined to retaliate, and with the aſſiſtance of ſome of the moſt reſpectable gentry of

the county, the Boſtocks,Warburtons, Dones,Manleys, Leyceſters and Leighs, went

to the eſtate of the ſaid Sir William, and forcibly carried away forty of his oxen,

and forty cows. Sir Thomas Dutton, grandſon of Sir Peter, was ſlain at Blore-heath

in 1459, with his brother John Dutton, and, as it is ſaid, his eldeſt ſon, Peter".

The elder branch of the Duttons of Dutton became extinâ by the death of

Laurence Dutton Eſq. in 1526, when great law-ſuits aroſe between Sir Piers,

or Peter Dutton, of Hatton, and the co-heirs of Sir Thomas Dutton, who was

ſlain at Blore-heath. Sir Piers was lineally deſcended from Hugh Dutton, who

ſettled at Hatton, in conſequence of his marriage with the heireſs of Vernon: this

Hugh was a younger ſon of Edmund, a younger ſon of Sir Thomas Dutton of

Dutton, who died in 1381. The ſuit was determined by the award of King

Henry VIII., and confirmed by ačt of Parliament in 1535 °: the great inheritance.

of the Duttons was by this award divided between the co-heirs of Sir Thomas

Dutton, and Sir Peter Dutton of Hatton, who was declared to be the next heir

male, and to whom was allotted, among other eſtates, the manor and lordſhip of

Dutton, with the advowry" of the minſtrels of Cheſhire. Upon this decifion, Sir

Peter, who was the fifteenth in lineal deſcent from Odard, removed his reſidence

to Dutton, and rebuilt the manor-houſe, which is ſtill ſtanding. John Dutton, , ,

the grandſon, who died in 1593, had a large family by his wife, but only one ſon,

who married and had iſſue: Sir Peter Leyceſter mentions a natural daughter of

this John Dutton, who married Mr. Marſhall, chaplain to Lord Gerard, and was

mother “ of the two Marſhalls,” as they were called, “then (1672) famous women,

* Sir Peter Leyseſter, p. 256. * Ibid., p. 257. * See (note") p. 302.

aćtors
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aćtors in London ":" one of theſe Marſhalls, who was the original Roxana, in

Lee’s Alexander the Great, was decoyed into a ſham marriage, by Aubrey Vere,

the laſt Earl of Oxford of that family: it is ſaid that King Charles II, inſiſted

on the Earl's ſettling a penſion upon her; and that ſhe never appeared on the ſtage

afterwards. Thomas Dutton Eſq. (ſon of John) the laſt heir male of the elder

branch of the Duttons of Hatton, and then of Dutton, died in 1614, leaving an

only daughter, who was married in 1609, at the age of thirteen, to Gilbert Gerard,

ſon and heir of Thomas Lord Gerard of Bromley in Staffordſhire, who ſucceeded

to his father’s title in 1618; after Lord Gerard's death ſhe married Robert

Needham, viſcount Kilmorey, and went with her huſband to refide at Dutton,

the houſe being repaired and fitted up for their reception'. Lord Kilmorey died

at Dutton in 1653, and his lady in 1665, being the laſt of the family who

refided there 4. Sir Peter Leyceſter tells us that Lady Kilmorey had in her

poſſeſſion a ſword, which according to tradition had belonged to her progenitor

Hodard, and had been kept as an heir-loom in the family. After the death of

Lady Kilmorey, Dutton devolved to her grandſon (by her firſt huſband)

Charles Lord Gerard, ſon of Dutton Lord Gerard, who died in 1640. Elizabeth,

only daughter and heir of Digby, the laſt Lord Gerard who died in 1711, having

married James Duke of Hamilton, was the ſame year created an Engliſh Peer, by

the title of Duke of Brandon, and Baron Dutton of Dutton in Cheſhire, but

theſe titles being ſuppoſed contrary to the act of Union, were not for many years

recognized. In 1782, Douglas, then Duke of Hamilton, ſubmitted his claim to

theſe honours to the Houſe of Peers, which having been allowed, he took his

ſeat as Duke of Brandon, and Baron Dutton, on the 14th of June, that year.

The Marquis of Douglas, eldeſt ſon of the preſent Duke, was, in 1806, ſummoned

to Parliament by writ, as Baron Dutton of Dutton in Cheſhire, and takes prece

dence according to the date of the original creation in 1711. The Dutton eſtate,

by virtue of a ſettlement made by Charles Lord Gerard in 1660, paſſed (after the

death of his ſon Digby Lord Gerard) with the title to his third couſin, Charles

Lord Gerard, whoſe ſiſter and heir brought it in marriage to Thomas Fleetwood

Eſq. About the year 1745, Charles Gerard Fleetwood Eſq. ſold Dutton to

R. Lant Eſq. of Putney in Surrey, whoſe ſiſter brought it in marriage to John

Bullock Eſq. of Faulkburn-Hall in Eſſex. It is now the property of Thomas

Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, who bought it of Mr. Bullock, in or about the

year 1776. Dutton-Hall, now inhabited by a farmer, exhibits a curious ſpecimen

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 258. “Ibid. p. 249. * Ibid. p. 260,

- of
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of the ancient manſions of the Cheſhire gentry; it was rebuilt by Sir Peter Dutton

as before-mentioned, ſoon after his acquiſition of the eſtate", and attached to an

ancient chapel built by Sir Thomas Dutton, about the year 1270, which before

ſtood at ſome diſtance from the houſe'. The prior of Norton, ſoon after its firſt

erection, granted Sir Thomas Dutton a free chantry in this chapel, reſerving the

rights of the mother-church of Budworth: the chapel had been long diſuſed when

Lord and Lady Kilmorey came to reſide at Dutton; it was then newly pewed,

and divine ſervice was for ſome time regularly performed in it, for the accommo

dation of the townſhip and neighbourhood *; it has now been long ago taken

down. Newborough, or Newbrooke, in this townſhip, was for many years the

ſeat of a younger branch of the Holfords', who held it on leaſe under the Duttons

and their repreſentatives: having continued to be attached to the Dutton' eſtate,

it is now the property of Mr. Brooke.

The townſhip of Legh, or Leigh-juxta-Barterton, otherwiſe Little-Legh, lies

about three miles and a half N. W. by W. from Northwich : the manor was

purchaſed about the reign of King John of Simon Fitz-Oſbern", and deſcended,

with other eſtates of the Duttons, to the Gerards and Fleetwoods ; it was

purchaſed of the latter, by the Leighs of Stonely in Warwickſhire, and is now,

under the will of the Hon. Mary Leigh, and under that of the laſt Lord Leigh,

the property of the Rev. Thomas Leigh of Addleſtrop in Glouceſterſhire, as heir

general of the Leighs of Stonely. In Little-Legh is a chapel of eaſe for that

townſhip, Barnton, Bartington, and Dutton, which was repaired in 1664, and re

built from the ground in 1718; it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty:

the vicar of Budworth, which is about three miles diſtant, appoints the miniſter.

A ſchool has been held from time immemorial in the chapel; the maſter's ſalary

is only 2 l. per ann, ariſing from intereſt of money given by ſome perſon now

unknown". -

The townſhip of Marbury lies two miles N. by W. from Northwich: the

manor was as early as the reign of Henry III. the property and reſidence of the

ancient family of Merbury, or Marbury •, which became extinct by the death of

Richard Marbury Eſq. in 1684. In the year 1708 it was purchaſed under a

decree of the high court of chancery, by Richard Earl Rivers of Rock-Savage,

* In the hall of this manſion ſtill remains the following inſcription: “S Pyers Dutton, Knyght,

Lord of Dutton, and my Lade Dame Julian his wife, made this hall and buyldynge in the year of

oure Ilord Gcd, MCCCCCXLII, who thanketh God of all. S. P. D. R.”

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 249. * Ibid. Webb's Itinerary in the Vale-Royal.

"Sir Peter Leyceſter. * Anſwers to the Biſhop's Queries in the regiſtry at Cheſter.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 312.
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whoſe daughter and heir brought it in marriage to James Earl of Barrymore; having

paſſed to the Earl's ſecond ſon the Hon. Richard Barry, and on his deceaſe, without

iſſue, to the eldeſt ſon of his next brother, the late James Hugh Smith Barry

Eſq., it is now under the will of the latter, the property of his natural ſon,

John Barry, a minor. Marbury-Hall was much enlarged by James Earl of

Barrymore, who added the wings. The valuable colle&ion of pictures and antique

marbles, purchaſed chiefly at Rome, by Mr. J. H. Smith Barry, and originally

depoſited at his houſe at Belmont in this pariſh, were removed to Marbury,

purſuant to the will of the late Mr. Barry, who dire&ted that they ſhould remain.

here as heir-looms, and that a room adjoining the houſe ſhould be built for their

reception; this part of his will has not as yet been fulfilled, nor has the mauſoleum,

which he dire&ted to be built near the houſe, been yet erected. The moſt remarkable

antiques in the above-mentioned colle&tion", are a ſtatue of Antinous, in the cha

raćter of Abundance; a groupe of Paris equeſtris, a coloſſal buſt of Lucius Verus,

and a fine puteal ſurrounded with figures in bas-relief, now converted into a vaſe.

The pićtures are chiefly of the Italian ſchool. Budworth, or Marbury-Mere, a

fine piece of water, nearly a mile in length, and extending over a hundred acres of

land, lies to the north-eaſt of Marbury-Hall. -

The townſhip of, Marſton lies about two miles N. N. E. from Northwich : the

manor which belonged from a very early period to the family of Venables, Barons.

of Kinderton ", paſſed by deſcent to the Vernons, and was ſold in or about 1757

by Lord Vernon, to Sir Peter Leiceſter Bart., father of Sir J. F. Leiceſter Bart.,

the preſent proprietor. - •

The townſhip of Picmere, or Pickmere, lies about three miles and a half N. E.

from Northwich; the manor was divided into moieties as early as the reign of

King John: one of theſe moieties having been ſucceſſively in the families of

Mainwaring and Audley, became afterwards ſubdivided; one half belonged to the

Cockers of Picmere", from the reign of Henry III. till after the year 1622, about

which time it paſſed to the Marburys; the reſt was ſplit into ſeveralties'. The other

moiety paſſed by grant from the family of Venables, to that of Picmere, from the

Batter by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Bruyns, Hulſes, Troutbecks, and Talbots":

in the year 1620, the Earl of Shewſbury ſold this moiety to his tenants:

* A catalogue of the colle&ion may be ſeen in Mr. Dallaway’s “Anecdotes of the Arts in Eng

land,” p. 354. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, 313. * Hugh Cocker ſold the reverſion in 1634,

after his own life, to Thomas Marbury (Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities). Hugh Cocker was

living, and refided at Picmere in 1622, Webb's Itinerary in the Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 98.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 339. ! Ibid. P. 349,

The
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The townſhip of Stretton lies about ſeven miles N. N. W. from Northwich, and

about four and a half S. by E. from Warrington in Lancaſhire: the manor was

granted, or rather confirmed, in or before the reign of Henry II. to Richard

Starkey, to be holden by the ſaid Richard, as freely as any of his anceſtors had

enjoyed it "; the poſterity of Richard Starkey continued to poſſeſs this eſtate till

the death of Philip, the laſt heir male in 1714; one of his two ſiſters and co-heirs

dying without iſſue, this manor paſſed to the heirs of the other, Frances, married

to Thomas Coppock, whoſe only ſon dying without iſſue, the manor of Stretton.

paſſed in marriage with his daughter and eventually ſole heir, to Michael Renwick

Eſq. of Liverpool, father of Thomas Renwick M. D., the preſent proprietor.

Lower-Hall in Stretton, the ancient reſidence of the elder branch of the

Starkeys, was ſold with its demeſne by the heirs of Philip Starkey above-mentioned,

under a decree in Chancery in the year 1719, to Henry Wright Eſq. of Mobberley:

in 1790, the Rev. Henry Offley Wright exchanged this eſtate with Thomas

Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, for lands in Mottram. Lower-Hall was ſold by

Mr. Brooke in 1807 to Mr. Benjamin Whitelegg, and Mr. Peter Leather, the

preſent owners: Moſs-Hill, which paſſed with this eſtate till 1807, was then ſold

to Henry Clarke Eſq. of Belmont. Over-Hall, in the ſame townſhip, became the

ſeat of a younger branch of the Starkey family, about the year 1287 *: this branch

is ſuppoſed to have become extinét within the laſt century: Over-Hall is now the

property of Peter Dutton Eſq. of Warrington. In the townſhip of Stretton was

an ancient chapel of eaſe, of which there are now no remains; it is ſaid by Sir

Peter Leyceſter to have been very ruinous in 1666.

The townſhip of Lower-Tabley lies about one mile and a half W. S. W. from

Knutsford; the manor, which was held of the ſee of St. John of Jeruſalem, paſſed

in marriage with the daughter of Geffrey de Dutton, about the year 1276, to Sir

Nicholas Leyceſtery, in whoſe deſcendants it has continued to the preſent day.

John Leyceſter Eſq., who died in 1398, built the old hall at Lower-Tabley about

the year 1380, and fixed his reſidence there *, the family having before reſided at

Wethale in Aſton. Sir Peter Leyceſter the antiquary, and hiſtorian of the

hundred of Bucklow, who was born at Tabley in the year 16 12, was the twelfth

in lineal deſcent from Sir Nicholas Leyceſter, the firſt of the family who poſſeſſed

this eſtate; he was created a baronet in 1660, and died in 1678 : the male line of

this ancient family became extinct by the death of his grandſon Sir Francis, in

1742, when the Tabley eſtate paſſed to Sir John Byrne, a baronet of Ireland, the

* Sir Peter Leyceſter. * Ibid. P. 353. * Ibid. p. 355. * Ibid. p 35-.

Vol. II. • 3 Y 2 ſon
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ſon of his only daughter, who aſſumed by ačt of Parliament the name and arms

of Leiceſter": Tabley is now the property of his ſon, Sir J. Fleming Leiceſter

Bart. Lower-Tabley-Hall, which was the birthplace and reſidence of Sir Peter

Leyceſter above-mentioned was newly fronted by him in the year 1671 : in the

hall of this old manſion, which is ſtill ſtanding, is a richly ornamented chimney

piece. Tabley-houſe, now the ſeat of Sir J. Fleming Leiceſter, ſtands on a riſing

ground, about a quarter of a mile from the old hall : it was completed about the

year 1769, from the deſigns of Carr of York. The portico, which is of the

Doric order, is ſupported by columns, twenty-three feet four inches in height, and

nine feet in circumference, each of which is formed out of a fingle block of

ſtone, from the Runcorn quarry. A grand ſaloon, ſeventy-two feet by thirty-two,

excluſively of a ſpacious bow, has been lately fitted up, and is intended to be

appropriated excluſively to the works of Britiſh artiſts: at preſent there is in it,

among other pićtures, a portrait of Lord Byron, by Vandyke. The ſtables at

Tabley-houſe, which form a ſpacious quadrangle, are of great extent and

fingularly commodious. Near the old hall is a domeſtic chapel, originally built

about the year 1387, and re-built by Sir Peter Leyceſter, who laid the firſt ſtone

on the 29th of June 1675 ; it was completed in 1678, the year in which he

died “.

The townſhip of Over-Whitley lies about ſix miles N. N. W. from Northwich;

the lands were formerly copyhold, held under the barony of Halton, till the year

1612, when they were purchaſed of King James, by ſeveral perſons in fee-farm".

Since this purchaſe, the freeholders have been eſteemed lords of the manor, but

it ſtill does ſuit and ſervice at the court of the Barony of Halton, where the

conſtables are ſworn. Antrobus, Crowley, Norcot, and Seven-Oaks “, are hamlets

of Over-Whitley; Antrobus lies about five miles N.N. W., and Crowley about five

miles N. from Northwich. Antrobus-Hall, with its demeſne, belonged to the fa

mily of Antrobus from an early period till the reign of Henry IV., when it was ſold

by Henry Antrobus to Thomas Venables, nephew of Sir William Venables of Bolyn.

This branch of the Venables family reſided for ſeveral generations at Antrobus,

and afterward removed to Wincham; the Antrobus eſtate was purchaſed in 1808

of Edward Townſhend Eſq. of Cheſter', by Edmund Antrobus Eſq. deſcended

* The name is ſo ſpelt by the preſent family. MS. at Tabley.

• Sir Peter Leyceſter. * Antrobus, Crowley, and Seven. Oaks, are, as we have been ſince

informed, erroneouſly called townſhips in p. 332. They all maintain their own poor, and are deſcribed

as townſhips in Carliſle's Dićtionary; the two former are alſo called townſhips in the printed abſtrači

of returns made under the population aét, * See the account of Wincham.

from
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from a younger ſon of Henry Antrobus above-mentioned. The Pole, a ſeat of

George Eaton Eſq., whoſe anceſtors have refided nearly three centuries as free

holders in the pariſh of Budworth, is in this hamlet. The principal land-holder

in Crowley is Mr. James Stilfox. -

The townſhip of Nether-Whitley lies about four miles N. W. by W. from

Northwich; the manor was given by Randle de Blundeville Earl of Cheſter,

about the reign of Richard I. to Alfred de Combre ; Alice, daughter and co

heir of Roger de Combre, ſon of Alfred, (ſometimes called Roger Fitz

Alured,) brought this eſtate in marriage to Sir Robert Touchet of Bug-Lawton,

anceſtor of the Touchets, Barons Audley, and of the Touchets of Nether

Whitley s, or Whitley-Touchet, whoſe poſterity remained there till the death of

William Touchet, in 1684; his daughter and heir married Philip Chetwode Eſq.

father of Sir John Chetwode, created a baronet in 1700, and anceſtor of Sir John

Chetwode Bart., the preſent lord of the manor of Nether-Whitley : the hall is

inhabited by a farmer.

Grimſditch-Hall and demeſne, lying principally within this townſhip", were

granted to Adam, ſon of Hugh de Grimſditch, in the reign of Henry III , and

continued in the ſame family, till the death of Mr. Daniel Grimſditch, the laſt

heir-male in 1726; it has ſince paſſed by ſucceſſive conveyances to the Chetwodes

and Blackburns. In 1808, the hall, and that part of the eſtate which lies in

Lower-Whitley, were purchaſed of Mr. Fairhurſt (who had purchaſed of J.

Blackburn Eſq. in 1799) by — Grimſditch of Chorley ſuppoſed to be

deſcended from a younger branch of the Grimſditches of Grimſditch. In this

townſhip is a donative chapel, in the gift of Sir J. Chetwode, which was re

built about the year 16oo, by Thomas Touchet Eſq. at his own coſt; its preſent

endowment is 631 per ann., conſiſting of intereſt of money, and the rent of

ſome lands in Antrobus, purchaſed with money given by ſundry perſons: one of

its principal benefactors was Mr. Pierſon, miniſter of Brampton-Bryan in Here

fordſhire, who, in 1633, bequeathed the ſum of 2001.*: the chapel ſtands

about half a mile from Whitley Hall. The ſchool at Whitley was founded in the

year 1645, and endowed with the intereſt of Iool, given by Mr. Eaton'.

* Robert Touchet Eſq. of Whitley was ſon of Robert Lord Touchet, by his firſt wife Joan ;

Sir Thomas Touchet, elder ſon of Lord Touchet by his wife Agnes, was father of Sir John

Touchet, who married the heireſs of Audley, and poſſeſſed the inheritance of his anceſtors at Bug

Lawton. See Woodnoth’s Pedigrees. * Part of the land is in the townſhip of Over

Whitley, and part in the townſhip of Newton (in Darcſbury chapelry). | Sir Peter

Leyceſter, p. 387. * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis. ! Ibid.

6 The
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The townſhip of Wincham, or Wiſham, called in the ſurvey of Domeſday,

and other ancient records, Wynundeſham, and Wymincham, lies two miles N. E.

by E. from Northwich. The manor was anciently parcel of the Barony of

Kinderton; ſoon after the year 12co it paſſed in marriage with Maud Venables,

to the family of Elets; in or about the year 1233 it came into the Venables

family again by purchaſe, and ſoon after paſſed by marriage to that of Waſtneys';

Alice and Margaret, daughters and co-heireſſes of John Waſtneys, brought it in

moieties to the Leghs of Eaſthall, and the Cholmondeleys". One moiety paſſed

ſucceſſively by marriage, from the Leighs of Eaſt-Hall, to the Maſſeys of

Wincham and the Leghs of Weſthall, and from the latter by ſucceſſive ſales to

the Groſvenors, Pultons, Egertons, and Harcourts". The other moiety paſſed from

the Cholmondeleys to the Bulkleys of Eyton, and from them by marriage to the

families of Leftwich and Harcourt “, in the latter of whom both moieties were

united in 1606 °; William Harcourt, who became poſſeſſed of one of the moieties

about the year 1563, by marriage with the daughter and heir of Richard

Leftwich Eſq., ſettled at Wincham, where his poſterity remained in 1668, about

which time the reverſion was ſold to Robert Wenables Eſq. of Antrobus", it

being the third time that this manor had been veſted in the family of Venables'.

Upon the death of Robert Venables, the laſt heir male of this branch of the

family in 1687, this manor paſſed to his ſiſter, Frances, the wife of Thomas

Lee Eſq. of Darnhall, and was poſſeſſed by their ſecond ſon, Robert, whoſe ſon

of the ſame name left two daughters, co-heirs. Heſter, who married Charles

Legh Eſq. of Adlington, became eventually ſole poſſeſſor, and dying without

iſſue, deviſed this eſtate to the preſent proprietor, Edward Townſhend Eſq. of

Cheſter, whoſe firſt wife was daughter and eventually ſole heir of Thomas Lee,

only brother of the above-mentioned Robert. Wincham-Hall is now occupied by

Mr. Townſhend's eldeſt ſon, Edward Venables Townſhend Eſq., who is repre

ſentative of the family of Venables of Antrobus.

The chapelry of Lower-Peover, in the pariſh of Great-Budworth, compriſes

the townſhips of Great-Peover, Little-Peover, Alloſłock, and Plumley.

Great-Peover is principally in the hundred of Northwich, Little-Peover in

Bucklow hundred: the manor of each of theſe townſhips has been from time

Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 389. * Villare Ceſtrieuſe. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 390.

* Ibid. • In which year Richard Harcourt purchaſed one moiety of Sir Richard Egerton

of Ridley. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p.392. * The elder branch of the Venables family

always claimed a paramount authority over this manor, as parcel of the barony of Kinderton.

imme
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immemorial held in moieties, which have paſſed through the ſame hands: a

moiety of Great and Little-Peover paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales from the family of

de Peover, to thoſe of Hawarden, Bonetable, Mobberley, and Groſvenor', and

by marriage, about the reign of Edward IV., from Groſvenor to the anceſtor of

Sir John Leiceſter Bart. of Tabley the preſent proprietor. The other moiety

of Great and Little-Peover was anciently in the family of Poole, or De-la-Poole,

from which it paſſed in the reign of Henry VII. to the Holfords". Mary,

daughter and heir of George Holford, having married Sir Hugh Cholmondeley

of Cholmondeley, a law-ſuit aroſe between this lady and the heirs male of

Holford, which after forty years’ litigation was determined by a friendly award,

by the reſult of which the above-mentioned moiety of Great and Little-Peover,

and feveral other eſtates, were divided between them; this moiety appears

to have been purchaſed at ſome ſubſequent period by the Leiceſter family, Sir

John Leiceſter being now in poſſeſſion of the whole. The chapel of Nether

Peover, which is four miles from the pariſh-church of Budworth, was originally

built in the reign of Henry III. In the chancel of this chapel are memorials for

the family of Cholmondeley of Holford in Plumley; in the Shakerley aiſle is

the monument of Sir Geffrey Shakerley, an eminent loyaliſt, who was ſeveral

times impriſoned during the civil war; he was appointed by King Charles II.

governor of Cheſter caſtle, and died in 1696. Mr. Pennant has printed an

anecdote of this Sir Geffrey Shakerley, in the appendix to the firſt volume of

his “Wales,” relating to the expedition with which he conveyed a meſſage from

Sir Marmaduke Langdale at Rowton-heath, to the king in Cheſter, to accompliſh

which he ferried himſelf over the Dee in a wooden tub, with a batting ſtaff for

an oar. It is added that he engaged to deliver ſuch orders as the king might

entruſt him with to Sir Marmaduke in a quarter of an hour, but that ſuch

delays were made by ſome about the king, that no orders were ſent for ſeveral

hours, to which the diſaſtrous event of the Rowton-heath fight is attributed.

Sir Robert Leiceſter endowed Peover chapel with an eſtate in Alderley pariſh,

now worth about 601. per ann., on condition that he and his heirs ſhould

nominate the curate. The Rev. Mr. Comberbach, in 17 Io, founded a ſchool

in Lower-Peover, and at his death, which happened about the year 1721, endowed

it with the intereſt of 645 l.

The townſhip of Allo/lock lies five miles S. by W. from Knutsford, in the

hundred of Northwich; the manor was conveyed to the Groſvenors in the reign

* The townſhip of Great, or Lower Peover, lies about three miles S. by W. and Little-Peover

about three miles S. by W. from Knutsford. : Sir Peter Leyceſter, * Ibid.

*

of
*
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of Edward I. by John de Loſtock”. The Groſvenors had their chief ſeat at

Hulme in this townſhip, (purchaſed in the reign of Henry III. of Gralam de

Runchamp 7,) till the death of Robert Groſvenor Eſq. in whom the male line of

the elder branch became extinét in 1465, when his eſtates were divided between

his daughters and co-heirs. The manor of Alloſtock is now divided between Sir

John Leiceſter Bart., who poſſeſſes two-fifths, and C. W. J. Shakerley Eſq. of

Somerford, who poſſeſſes three-fifths. Sir John Leiceſter inherits one-fifth from

his anceſtor, who married one of Robert Groſvenor’s co-heireſſes; the other

was purchaſed of the Stanleys of Hooton, whoſe anceſtor married another of

the co-heireſſes. Mr. Shakerley inherits one-fifth from his anceſtor, who married

the heireſs of John Legh of Booths by one of the co-heireſſes of Groſvenor; the

other ſhares have moſt probably been acquired by purchaſe. The manor of

Hulme appears to have been wholly veſted in the Shakerleys in the reign of

Henry VII., and Hulme-Hall was for many generations the ſeat of that family,

before they removed to Somerford-Radnor. The manor of Hulme is now the

property of C. W. J. Shakerley Eſq., the repreſentative in the female line of the

Shakerley family “: the hall is occupied as a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Plumley lies three miles and a half S. W. from Knutsford, in

the hundred of Bucklow : the manor was given about the year 11 19, by Roger

de Mainwaring, to the monks of St. Werburgh in Cheſter; it continued to be

held under the abbey, by meſne lords, and after the diſſolution the tenants of

Plumley did ſuit and ſervice to the manor of Barnſhaw, which had belonged to

the abbey of Cheſter. About the year 1277, a moiety of the manor of Plumley

paſſed in marriage with Joan, daughter of Richard de Loſtock, heir to her two

brothers, who died without iſſue, to William de Toft, a younger brother of

Roger de Toft, whoſe poſterity ſettling at Holford, (a hamlet in this townſhip,)

took the name of Holford from the place of their reſidence; the Holfords

poſſeſſed this moiety of the manor of Plumley, till the death of Chriſtopher

Holford Eſq. in 1581 *, when it paſſed in marriage with the heireſs of that family

to the Cholmondeleys. Robert Cholmondeley, Earl of Leinſter, bequeathed

this eſtate to his natural ſon, Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq., whoſe grandſon

Robert, having no children, deviſed it to his wife Jane, afterwards married to

Seymour Cholmondeley Eſq. The manors of Plumley and Holford, with

Holford-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Holfords, were purchaſed in 1791, by the

preſent proprietor, Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, of Thomas Aſheton

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. 7 Collins's Peerage. * 3ee p. 371.

• Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. -

Smith
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Smith Eſq. to whoſe grandfather, Thomas Aſheton Eſq., they were given by

Mrs. Cholmondeley before-mentioned. Holford-Hall was rebuilt by Dame Mary

Cholmondeley, (heireſs of the Holfords,) who reſided in it during her widowhood:

this lady, in alluſion to her ſpirited law-ſuit with the Holfords, is ſaid to have

been called by King James I. “the bold Lady of Cheſhire:” the hall is now

occupied by a farmer. The other half of Plumley appears to have been ſub

divided; the greater part belonged to the Mobberleys, and having paſſed from

them to the Leiceſters, is now the property of Sir J. F. Leiceſter Bart.

The chapelry of Witton lies partly in the hundred of Ediſbury, and partly in that

of Northwich ; in the former are the townſhips of Caſtle-Northwich, Hartford, .

and Winnington; in the latter thoſe of Witton-cum-Twambrooke, Northwich, Birches,

Hulſe, Lach-Dennis, and Loftock-Gralam. The whole chapelry is divided into four

diſtricts, called quarters, Northwich, Witton, Hartford, and Loftock-Gralam.

The town of Northwich lies on one of the roads from Cheſter to Mancheſter,

eighteen miles from the former, twenty-one from the latter, and one hundred

and ſeventy-four from London; it has a weekly market on Friday by preſcription,

and two fairs, Aug. 2, and Dec. 6. The market has of late years become very

confiderable, in conſequence of the increaſed population, occaſioned by the

extenſion of the ſalt trade"; a good deal of corn is ſold here, chiefly by ſample.

The fairs, which continue nearly a fortnight each, are for Yorkſhire and Man

cheſter goods, and various other commodities, which are expoſed to ſale in

booths erected for the purpoſe, about a quarter of a mile from the town,

Sir William Brereton fortified Northwich for the Parliament in the beginning

of the year 1643*, and he appears to have had his head-quarters there in 1644°,

but by an entry in the pariſh regiſter, which ſpeaks of ſome of its records

as having been loſt, or burnt by the cavaliers and others of the garriſºn, it

ſeems as if at ſome period during the civil war it had been garriſoned for the

King. This town was the birth-place of Sir John Birkenhead “, author of the

Mercurius Aulicus, or Court Journal, publiſhed at Oxford during the civil war,

and ſeveral political poems.

The townſhip of Northwich was granted by King Richard II. to John Holland

Earl of Huntingdon', from whom it deſcended to Henry Holland Duke of

* The great increaſe of the ſalt trade at this place, has been principally occaſioned by the diſcovery

of the rock-ſalt : there were 165 ſalt-works, conneéted with the brine-pits in the reign of Charles I.

(Harl. MSS. Nº 2010. f. 25.1.) See ſome mention of the mines of rock-ſalt, and the brine-pits

in the neighbourhood of Northwich, p. 41 o, 412. The townſhips of Northwich, Caſtle Northwich,

and Wilton, over all of which the town extends, contained, in 1851, 32.54 inhabitants.

* “ Cheſhire's Succeſſes,” 1642-3. * MS. journal of the fiege of Cheſter.

* He is ſaid to have been the ſon of Randal Birkenhead, a ſaddler, and to have been born in the

year 1615. * Pat, 12 Rich. II, p. 1.
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Exeter; it was afterwards for ſeveral generations in the Earls of Derby; the

preſent Earl ſold it in 1784, to James Mort Eſq., of whoſe ſon-in-law, Mr.

Thomas Wakefield of Witton, it was purchaſed in 1808, by Mr. Arthur

Heywood of Liverpool banker, who is the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Caſtleton, or Caſile-Northwich, is divided from the townſhip

of Northwich by the river Weever, and forms part of the ſuburbs of the town :

the manor belongs to the Earl of Dyſart, as repreſentative of the Wilbrahams:

the late Lord Penrhyn claimed an intereſt in this manor, and gave a deputation

in right of his lady, whoſe anceſtors the Winningtons held a moiety of Caſtle

Northwich at an early period, under the Wilbrahams.

The townſhip of Witton adjoins to Northwich, appearing to form part of the

ſame town. The manors of Witton-cum-Twambrooke, and Le-Croſſe, which

were for many generations in the family of Venables, Barons of Kinderton, were

ſold by their repreſentative Lord Vernon, in the year 1757, to Sir Peter Leiceſter,

father of J. F. Leiceſter, the preſent proprietor. The parochial chapel of Witton

is a handſome Gothic ſtructure: it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty,

towards which Mr. Vernon of Middlewich gave 2col. on condition that he and

his heirs ſhould have the nomination of the curate; the preſent patron is Sir J. F.

Leiceſter Bart. -

Sir John Deane, prebendary of Lincoln, and parſon of St. Bartholomew the Great

in London, founded a grammar-ſchool at Witton in the year 1558, and endowed

it with ſome lands in the hundred of Wirral, and houſes in Cheſter, deſcribed as

late parcel of the poſſeſſions of the monaſtery of St. Anne in that city', then of

ſmall value *, now nearly 1ool, per ann. and likely to be improved, by the falling

in of ſome leaſes in Cheſter. The founder directs in his ſtatutes (among other

things), “that a week before Chriſtmas and Eaſter, (according to the old cuſtome,)

the ſcholars ſhould barre and keep forth of the ſchoole the ſchoole-maſter, in ſuch

ſort as other ſchollers doe in great ſchools: and that as well in the vacations, as

the other days aforeſaid, they uſe their bowes and arrowes onely, and eſchewe all

bowleinge, cardinge, dyecing, quiteinge, and all other unlawful games.” The

government of the ſchool is veſted in twelve feoffees, by whom the maſter and

icholars are appointed.

The townſhip of Hartford lies about one mile and a half S. W. by W. from

Northwich ; the manor was ſucceſſively in the families of Hartford, Horton,

Maffey of Rixton, Holcroft, Marbury, and Davies ; by the latter it was ſold in

parcels to the ſeveral tenants'; there are now eleven lords, who exerciſe manerial

* Harl, MSS. Britiſh Muſeum, Nº 2 176. f. 97. * The founder provided that if the

rents of the eſtate ſhould ever exceed 12 / per ann, an uſher was to be appointed.

* Harl, MSS. Nº 2c.99. f. 423. ; Villare Ceſtrienſe.

- 6. wights.
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rights in rotation. A manor, called Horton in this townſhip, is ſaid to have

paſſed from the Horton family, to the Davies's by the ſame title as Hartford;

no ſuch manor is now known: the court-leet for this townſhip belongs to Sir J. F.

Leiceſter Bart.

The townſhip of Birches lies two miles and a half E. S. E. from Northwich;

the manor paſſed with the daughter and heir of Nicholas de Birches in the reign

of Edward II., to Nicholas de Winnington, in whoſe family it continued for

ſeveral generations; in the reign of King Charles I. a co-heireſs of the Winningtons

brought it to Ralph Starkey of Morthwaite, who continued in poſſeſſion in 1662 :

this manor in 1695 was the property of Mrs. Elizabeth Dobſon, who by her

deed of that date, conveyed it to Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq., and Peter

Shakerley Eſq., as truſtees for herſelf, during life, and after her death for the

uſe of the ſaid Peter Shakerley, and his wife if he ſhould marry ", during their

lives, and after their deceaſe the truſt to continue in the heirs-male of the

Cholmondeleys, for the purpoſe of educating two boys, one to be the ſon of a

counſellor at law, bred up in one of the inns of court, the other the ſon of an

orthodox epiſcopal divine of the doćtrine of the church of England, as by law

eſtabliſhed. Peter Shakerley died unmarried in 1726, ſince which time boys

appointed by the Cholmondeley family have been educated in conſtant ſucceſſion

from the funds of this charity.

The townſhip of Hulſe is eſteemed to be within the lordſhip of Gooſtrey-cum

Barnſhaw, belonging to Sir H. M. Mainwaring ; that of Lach-Dennis, within

the lordſhip of Rudheath; Edward Antrobus Eſq. is, by purchaſe, the principal

land-owner in Huſſº, and William Harper Eſq. in Lach-Dennis. Ancient records

ſpeak of a manor of Lach-Dennis, or Lach-Park near Rudheath, which, in the

reign of Edward II. belonged to the Moreton family, and at a later period to

the Mainwarings'; there is no eſtate now known by this name.

The townſhip of Loſłock-Gralam lies two miles E. N. E. from Northwich; the

manor belonged ſucceſſively to the Holfords and Cholmondeleys, and having

paſſed with Holford and Plumley, is now the property of T. L. Brooke Eſq. of

Mere.

The townſhip of Winnington lies one mile N.W. from Northwich ; William

Boydell, by deed without date, granted a moiety of the manor, to Lidulph de

Twamlow, whoſe ſon Robert took the name of Winnington, and was anceſtor

of the Winningtons, who being afterwards poſſeſſed of the whole of the manor,

held it till the death of Richard Winnington in 1504, when it paſſed by

* The townſhip of Hu'ſ lies nearly four miles E. by S. from Northwich; Lach-Dennis, about

the ſame diſtance, E. S. E. | Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter.
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marriage to the Warburtons. Thomas, ſon of Sir George Warburton, the

firſt baronet, by his ſecond wife, became poſſeſſed of the Winnington eſtate, which

paſſed in marriage with the only daughter and heir of his ſon General Warburton,

to Richard Pennant Eſq. (afterwards created Lord Penrhyn of the kingdom of

Ireland,) fince whoſe death, which happened in 1806, the Winnington eſtate

has been purchaſed by Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. Winnington-Hall was the occa

fional reſidence of the late Lord Penryhn, and is now one of the ſeats of Sir

J. T. Stanley.

LITTLE-BUDworth, or BUDworth-in-the-Frith, ſituated in the hundred of

Ediſbury and deanery of Middlewich, about four miles N. E. by E. from Tar

porley, conſiſts only of one townſhip called Little-Budworth-cum-Oulton. The

manor of Little-Budworth was anciently in the Groſvenors, from whom it paſſed,

by female heirs, to the families of Mere and Twyford. In or about the year 1431

it was purchaſed of the Twyford family, by William Troutbeck Eſq.", from

whom it deſcended to the Earl of Shrewſbury, the preſent proprietor. The manor

of Oulton, (formerly Aldington or Aldeton,) was ſucceſſively in the families of

Kingſley, Oulton, and Becheton; of the latter it was purchaſed about the reign

of Edward IV., by Hugh Done", whoſe daughter and heir brought it about the

year 1500 to John Egerton Eſq. anceſtor and nameſake of the preſent proprietor.

John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton is deſcended from Sir Philip, a younger ſon of

Sir Rowland Egerton of Egerton and Oulton, who was created a baronet in

1617: the preſent baronet is Sir Thomas Egerton, now Earl of Wilton; in the

event of whoſe death, without male iſſue, Mr. Egerton of Oulton, is heir to the

baronetage. Oulton-Hall, a magnificent ſtructure, was built in or about the year

1716; the old manſion then taken down was built in the reign of Henry VIII."

Sir John Vanburgh is ſaid to have been the archite&t of the preſent hall. In a

ſummer-houſe are ſome Roman altars found at Cheſter, and in the grounds not

far from the lodge, part of a very ancient croſs, which ſtood formerly in the

market-place at Sandbach".

Little-Budworth was formerly eſteemed part of the pariſh of Over: it was ſome

times ſo deſcribed (the church being called a free-chapel), and ſometimes as a

pariſh of itſelf, in the leaſes of the nunnery of St. Mary at Cheſter, to which mo

naſtery the great tithes were appropriated"; they are now veſted in Samuel Peploe

Eſq. as leſſee under the biſhop of Cheſter; the leſſee appoints the curate, ſubject

* Dr. Williamſon’s Willare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Leland's Itin, vol. vii. p. 32.

: See p. 460. : Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſtrienſis.
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to the approbation of the biſhop. Catharine Lady Egerton, (widow of Sir Philip,)

founded a ſchool at Oulton, about the year 1706"; the maſter's ſalary is 211 per

ann. for teaching eight poor children, who are appointed by Mr. Egerton. Ralph

Kirkham Eſq. who died in 1798, having bequeathed the ſum of 1 oool. to the

poor of this pariſh, direéted that Iol. per ann. ſhould be paid out of the intereſt for

teaching poor children of Little-Budworth; this ſum is now paid by the miniſter,

who is the only truſtee; to the maſter of Oulton ſchool, for teaching twelve

children of Little-Budworth, of whom he has the nomination".

Dame Iſabella, relićt of Sir Samuel Dod, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer,

by her will bearing date 1720, and proved in 1722, gave a ſum of money to be

laid out in lands for the maintenance of ſix poor old men and fix poor old women,

in an alms-houſe to be erected at Little-Budworth : with this money an eſtate at

Wetenhall was purchaſed, which now produces a rent of 127 l. 8s. 6d. per ann.

The paupers in this alms-houſe are clothed annually; provided with fuel, and

have an allowance of 2s. 6d. or 3 s. a week, beſides the ſum of 2s. 6d. each, paid

to them on Chriſtmas-day, purſuant to a codicil in Lady Dod’s will. Ralph

Kirkham above-mentioned, gave by will the ſum of Ioool, towards rebuilding the

church, and 10ool, to the poor; 20l. of the intereſt of the latter he direéted to

be diſtributed in clothes on Michaelmas-day; Iol, as before-mentioned to be appro

priated for teaching children, and the remainder to be diſtributed in money.

There were formerly, about the reign of Charles I. horſe-races, near Little

Budworth, it was a four-mile courſe, and there was an annual plate of 20 l. value".

BUNEURy, in the hundred of Ediſbury, and deanery of Nantwich, is fituated

about thirteen miles from Cheſter, and ſeven from Nantwich; the pariſh is exten

five, and contains twelve townſhips; Bunbury, Alpraham, Beeſton, Burwardſley,

Calveley, Haughton, Peckforton, Ridley, Spurſtow, Teverton, Tifton-Fernall, and

JWardle.

The manor of Bunbury belonged, at a very early period, to the ancient family

which took its name from this town; the elder branch became extinct about the

reign of King John, when Humphrey de Bunbury dying without iſſue male, this

manor was divided between his two daughters and co-heireſſes Ameria and Joan;

Ameria's moiety deſcended to the Patricks, from whom it paſſed to the St. Pierres;

Iſabella, daughter and heir of Urian de St. Pierre, brought it in marriage about

* Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſtrienſis. * From the information of the Rev. Mr. Williamſon,

the preſent miniſter. * MS. by John Legh Eſq. of Ridge, about anno 1630. Harl. MSS.

Brit. Muſ. No. 2155.
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the beginning of the fourteenth century, to Sir Walter Cokeſey', in whoſe

family, and its repreſentatives the Grevilles, it continued nearly two centuries.

This appears to be the eſtate which in 1598 was ſold by Lord Keeper Egerton to

Thomas Wilbraham Eſq. whoſe repreſentative, the Earl of Dyſart, is now lord of

the manor of Bunbury. A joint claim was formerly maintained by Sir Charles

Bunbury's family, who are the lineal deſcendants of Alexander de Bunbury, great

grandſon of David, brother of Henry, who lived in the reign of King Stephen :

this Alexander de Bunbury, who was the next male heir of Humphrey before

mentioned, inherited a moiety of the manor of Bunbury, in the early part of the

13th century, from Joan the younger daughter of his kinſman. It ſeems probable

that the manerial rights were divided, for in 1662 Thomas Bunbury Eſq. of

Stanney in Wirral is deſcribed as lord of the townſhip, and Sir Thomas Wilbra

ham as lord of the court". Sir Charles Bunbury has ſtill a ſmall eſtate in the

pariſh, but his anceſtors removed to Stanney in Wirral in the fourteenth century”,

they have not for many years exerciſed any manerial rights in Bunbury.

Sir Hugh Calveley having purchaſed a moiety of the advowſon of Bunbury, of

Sir Walter Cokeſey, in the year 1385, founded a college the following year for

a maſter, ſub-maſter, two chaplains, two chanters, and two choiriſters; a few years

afterwards’ he purchaſed the other moiety of the advowſon of David de Bunbury,

and ſettled the whole upon the college. In the pariſh church, formerly the colle

giate church, which is dedicated to St. Boniface", is the monument of Sir Hugh

Calveley, the celebrated Cheſhire hero, with his effigies in alabaſter, on an altar.

lomb richly ornamented". This celebrated warrior, who was a younger ſon of

Kenrick de Calveley, of Calveley in Bunbury, ſerved under King Edward III. in

the French wars, but he does not appear to have particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf

before the treaty of Bretigny in 1360, when, with other diſbanded officers, he

became one of the leaders of a formidable independent army of veterans, known

by the name of “The Companions,” who for a while committed great ravages

in the provinces of France, and held themſelves in readineſs to join in any warlike

expedition in which their ſervices were wanted. Being engaged to aſſiſt John

de Montford in his claim to the Duchy of Britanny, they ſought at the battle

of Auray in 1364, under Sir John Chandos, and the fortune of the day was

turned in favour of Montford, by the bravery of Sir Hugh Calveley, who

had the command of the rear-guard". During theſe wars, Sir Hugh and his

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Hari. MSS. N° 2or o. * See p. 372.

* 16 Rich. II. Biſhop Gaſtrell. * See p. 442, (note ’) * See p. 446.

* Holinſhed.

aſſociate
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aſſociate in arms, Sir Robert Knolles , were among the thirty Engliſh officers who

are ſaid to have ſucceſsfully encountered in combat the ſame number of Bretons.

The “Companions” after this aſſiſted in expelling Peter the Cruel from the

throne of Spain, but when the Black Prince had been induced to eſpouſe the

cauſe of the dethroned monarch, they ranged themſelves under the banners of

their prince; and the great vićtory of Najara, which for a while reinſtated him on

his throne, is attributed, by hiſtorians, to the valiant proweſs of Sir John Chandos

and Sir Hugh Calveley ". -

The firſt public ſituation which Sir Hugh Calveley held was the government of

Calais, to which he was appointed by King Edward III, in 1375°. In 1377,

he burnt twenty-ſix ſhips in the harbour of Boulogne, and deſtroyed part

of the town'; about the ſame time he retook the caſtle of Marke, the ſame

day in which it had been loſt through negligence, and plundered the town of

Eſtaples; the next year he and Sir Thomas Percy were made admirals of Eng

land *; in 1379, having convoyed the Duke of Britanny to St. Maloes, he drove off

* Sir Robert Knolles was a native of Cheſhire, but the place of his birth is unknown; he at

tained at leaſt equal celebrity with his companion Sir Hugh Calvelty. In 1358 he diſtinguiſhed

himſelf by taking the city of Auxerre and the town of Chaffelon ſur Loigne, for the King

of Navarre, he had the command of a battalion at the battle of Auray, and ſhared in the glories

of the vićtory of Najara. In 1369, the Black Prince made him cºmmander in chief of his

forces in Gaſcony. The next year, Sir Robert Knolles having in the mean time paid a viſit

to his native country, was ſent with the chief command cf an army into France, where he burnt

ſeveral towns and laid waſte the country to the gates of Paris. Lambard, in his Perambulation

of Kent, ſays, that the ſharp points and gable ends of the buildings which were then laid in ruins,

were many years afterwards called Knolles’s mitres. The laſt public ačt of Sir Robert Knolles’s

life, was the ſervice he rendered in the ſuppreſſion of Wat Tyler's rebellion in 1381. It has been

already mentioned that the place of Sir Robert Knolles's birth is not known, nor has any thing been

handed down to poſterity relating to his family or connections, but he is ſaid to have been of humble

origin. It is a ſingular circumſtance, that Sir Hugh Calveley ſhould have had a nephew named

Robert Knolles, the ſon of his ſiſter Eve, who married Richard Knolles, on which Robert, the manor

of Lea, in caſe of the failure of iſſue male from Sir Hugh Calveley and his brother David, was entziled

by a deed of the 10th of April, 1354; and it is further remarkable, that the arms which were borne by

the family of Knolles, are placed alternately with thoſe of Sir Hugh Calveley, on Sir Hugh's tomb.

Did not the circumſtance of their being evidently ſo nearly of an age render it improbable, there would

be ſtrong reaſon for ſuppoſing that the two celebrated Cheſhire warriors were ux cle and nephew ; they

certainly both went to the continent about the ſame time; but the name of Sir Robert Knolles is firſt

mentioned by our hiſtorians, as one of the officers who accompanied the Back Prince to France, in

1356. Sir Hugh Calveley, who is called by Holinſhed an ancient captain, in 1383, died at an ad

vanced age in 1394; Sir Robert Knolles died in 1467, at which time Fuller conjectures that he muſt

have been nearly ninety years of age. Sir Hugh Calveley, Sir Robert Knolles, and Sir John Hawk

wood, were joint founders of an Engliſh hoſpital at Rome, in 1380. Harl. MSS, N° 2 I I I. f. 1 oo. b.

* Holinſhed. * Rot. Franc. 49 Edw. III. m. 12. ! Holinſhed. * Pat. 3 Rich. II.,

Part 1, m. 19, dors, -

- ſome
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ſome French gallies with much bravery, and ſucceeded in the ſafely landing of

every thing belonging to the Duke and his houſhold; not long afterwards he nar

rowly eſcaped ſhipwreck in a violent ſtorm, which proved fatal to Sir John Arundel

and ſeveral other officers, and above one thouſand ſeamenº. In 1382, Sir Hugh

was one of the commiſſioners empowered to treat with the Earl of Flanders". The

next year he and Sir Thomas Fogg of Cheſter' accompanied Sir Henry Spencer,

the warlike biſhop of Norfolk, in his expedition into Flanders: the biſhop on

his return was blamed for his condućt, and ſome of his officers were ſent to

the Tower on ſuſpicion of treachery, but we are told, that Sir Hugh Calveley,

“that auncient captain,” as Holinſhed calls him, was retained by the Duke of

Lancaſter, who did him all honour “by reaſon of his old approved valiancie.”

After this we hear nothing further of his public ſervices, but he continued in the

government of the iſland of Guernſey, which he had for ſome years enjoyed, till

the time of his death, which happened in 1394: about eight years before his death

he founded Bunbury college, as will be hereafter more particularly mentioned.

The ſtory of Sir Hugh Calveley having married a Queen of Arragon, who, in

ſome pedigrees of the family, is called Margaret, appears to reſt on a very ſlender

foundation; and not to be at all corroborated by the annals of that kingdom.

The circumſtance appears to be firſt mentioned by Webb, in his Itinerary, written

in 1622 *. Fuller, in his Worthies, ſays, Sir Hugh Calveley “married a queen

of Arragon, which is moſt certain, her arms being quartered on his tomb, though

I cannot ſatisfy the reader in the particularities thereof.”; but it appears from notes

taken by the third Randle Holme', who was a contemporary of Fuller, that the only

arms on Sir Hugh's tomb were thoſe of Calveley, and gules, on a chevron argent

three roſes of the field (borne by Browe and Knolles,”) placed alternately all

round it, as they are now to be ſeen, although ſo far decayed that only the feſſe

on the one and the chevron on the other are viſible. In ſome pedigrees of the

family, Sir Hugh Calveley is deſcribed as having married to his firſt wife Margaret,

Queen of Arragon, and to his ſecond the heireſs of Mottram; but it is pretty

evident that this ſtatement is wholly erroneous, and it is not improbable that Sir

Hugh Calveley, who died without iſſue, was never married". It is apparent from

ſeveral

* Holinſhed. * Rot. Franc. 6 Rich. II. m. 1. * Harl. MSS. N° 2, 11. f. 95. b.

* There is no mention of it in Camden. * Harl. MSS. No. 2151. * The arms of

Calveley are, arg. a feffe gules, between three calves paſſant, ſable.

" There is no figure of a lady on his tomb, as was uſual on the tomb of married knights; the arms,

which areplaced alternately on the tomb, were borne, as before-mentioned, by the families of Browe and

Knolles, both of which families appear to have been in ſome ſort connected with that of Calveley;

Sir Hugh Browe’s name occurs in ſome family conveyances relating to the Calveley eſtate. See

Woodmoth’s
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ſeveral inquiſitions in the caſtle at Cheſter, that it was not Sir Hugh, but his

brother David, who married the heireſs of Mottram; and the ſtory of his marriage

with the Queen of Arragon reſts, as we before obſerved, on a vague tradition,

not only unſupported, but almoſt in contradićtion to hiſtorical evidence, and cer

tainly not corroborated, as Fuller ſays, and others have aſſerted on his authority,

by the arms on his tomb. The only Queen of Arragon that could have married

Sir Hugh Calveley, was Eleanor, dowager of Alphonſo IV., who became a widow

nearly twenty years before Sir Hugh went to the continent; and we have no evi

dence that ſhe was then living. Alphonſo's ſucceſſor, Pedro IV. died in the year

1387, after Sir Hugh Calveley had retired from public life; his dowager was

Sybille de Forcia. Sir Hugh Calveley the younger, ſon of David, younger brother

of Sir Hugh the elder, died the year before his uncle. There was formerly in

Bunbury church the tomb of Sir Hugh Calveley (ſon of the laſt-mentioned Sir

Hugh), who died in 1415, and Chriſtian his wife; and there is a memorial for

Dame Mary, widow of Sir Hugh Calveley, the laſt of the elder branch of that

ancient family", who died without male iſſue in 1648; the ſaid Dame Mary died

in 1705, having ſurvived her huſband fifty-ſeven years.

In Bunbury church are monuments alſo for the Beeſton family, and in the

Spurſtow chapel, a memorial for George Spurſtow Eſq. of Spurſtow, who died in

1669. The monument of Sir George Beeſton, a brave veteran, who was one of

Queen Elizabeth's admirals, at the deſtrućtion of the Spaniſh Armada in 1588,

has his effigies in armour, and the following inſcription, by which it appears, that

he died in 1601, at the great age of one hundred and two years, and that conſe.

quently he muſt have been in his eighty-ninth year when he was knighted for his

ſervices in the memorable ſea-fight above-mentioned.

“Hic ſitus eſt Georgius Beeſton, eques auratus, virtutis et veritatis cultor,

a juventute bellicis artibus emeritus; ab invićtiſſimo Rege Henrico VIII. cum obſi

--

Woodmoth’s Colle&ions, p. 25. and in p. 101. the ſeal of Sir Hugh Browe, with his arms as before

deſcribed. It is moſt probable, if Sir Hugh Calveley was married, that his wife was the ſiſter of Sir

Hugh Browe : it appears by Woodnoth’s Collečtions, p. 22, that the latter had two fiſters, but the

names of their huſbands do not appear. The arms on Sir Hugh Calveley’s tomb not being im.

paled, might have been thoſe of his executor, and might have been either Browe or Knolles. It

is remarkable that although they do not follow alphabetically, the arms of Calveley, Browe, and

Knolles, are placed together in ſome colle&ions of Cheſhire arms, in the Heralds’ college. Sir

Hugh Calveley, Sir Robert Knolles, and Sir Hugh Browe, accompanied the Duke of Glouceſter

to the continent in 1380. (Holinſhed.)

* The co-heireſſes married Cotton of Combermere, and Legh of Lyme, the latter family being

extinë, Sir R. S. Cotton, Bart, is now the ſole repreſentative of the elder branch of the Calveleys.

Vol. II. 4 A deret
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deret Boloniam in cohortem penſionarior. co-optatus; meruit ſub Edwardo VI. in

praelio contrā Scotos apud Muſſelborow; poſtea ſub eodem rege, Mariä et Eliza

bethā, bellis navalibus, vel ut claſſis praefe&tus vel ſub-praefe&tus. A quá poſt

profligatam potentiflimam illam claſſem Hiſpanicam 1588, equeſtri dignitate or.

natus eſt, jamgue graveſcente aetate, clim fidem principibus, fortitudinem hoſ.

tibus egregie probaflet, Deo gratus, boniſque charus, Chriſtum diu expectans, in

Chriſti anno 16o I, aetatis ſuae 1 oz, obdormivit ut in ipſo laetus reſurgat.” The

inſcription alſo commemorates his lady (Alice Davenport of Henbury), who

died in 1591, after having lived in marriage with him fixty-ſix years, Sir Hugh

Beeſton, his ſon, who died in 1627, and Sir George, his grandſon, who died

during the life-time of his father, in 1611.

In the Ridley chapel, which was built by Sir Ralph Egerton of Ridley, ſtan

dard-bearer to King Henry VIII., in the year 1527, was formerly an altar-tomb in,

memory of the founder *. In the church-yard are ſeveral ancient monuments,

which it is probable were originally in the church ". Bunbury church was ſet

on fire by a party from the king's garriſon at Cholmondeley-Houſe, on the 20th

of June 1643". The ruins of Bunbury college, not far from the church, re

mained in 1622'; the fite belongs to the Earl of Dyſart.

Bunbury college having been diſſolved purſuant to the ſtatute of 1 Edward VI.,

its revenues, including the great tithes of Bunbury, were valued at 48l. 2s. 8d.

per ann. The college conſiſted then of a dean, five vicars, and two choiriſters. In

the year 1575, Thomas Alderſey, citizen and haberdaſher of London, pur

chaſed of the queen the rectory and advowſon of Bunbury, the reëtory being

then leaſed for a term of years at the rent of 271. 18. out of which 201 per

ann, was appropriated for the maintenance of two miniſters. After the ex

piration of this leaſe, Mr. Alderſey, in or about the year 1592, granted a long leaſe

to his own family, of the greater part of the rectory", at the rent of 1221. appointing

that one hundred marks per ann, the beſt of the houſes, and land of about the value

of twenty marks' per ann. ſhould be allotted to a preacher; 20I, per ann. to an

aſſiſtant or curate; 20 l. per ann. a ſmall portion of land" and a houſe to a ſchool

maſter; 1 ol, per ann. with a houſe and garden to an uſher, and Iol, per amn. to the

poor; the preacher, curate, maſter, and uſher, to be appointed by the Haber

* There is ſtill to be ſeen a ſtone placed in the wall, from which a braſs plate with the figure of a

man bearing a ſtandard has been taken, and two ſhields with coats of arms. * See p. 445.

• Burghall’s Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 915. * Webb’s

Itinerary of that date—Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 184. * All except the tithes of Ridley,

which he leaſed for the ſame term to the Egerton family, at the rent of 81, per ann. * It is

about twenty-four acres. * An acre and a half.

daſhers’
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daſhers company, in whom, after the expiration of the above-mentioned term of

years, he veſted the fee".

Mr. Thomas Gardener, late of Cheſter, about the year 1750, gave the intereſt

of 200l. to the miniſter and church-wardens in truſt, for the purpoſe of eſta

bliſhing a ſchool for ſuch poor children of this pariſh as are not of the townſhip

of Bunbury. This money was laid out in the purchaſe of land, which now

produces 81. Io.s. per ann.

The townſhip of Alpraham lies about three miles and a half S. E. by E. from

Tarporley; the manor was, about the year 1380 y, divided amongſt the ſeven

daughters and co-heireſſes of Matthew de Alpraham, in whoſe family it had been

for ſeveral generations. One of the co-heireſſes * married into the Bulkeley family,

and her ſhare deſcended by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Ardernes and Stanleys.

In 1701 the eſtate was divided between the Wilbrahams, Moſtyns", Crewes",

and Leghs of High-Legh, but the manor, which in the reign of Queen Elizabeth

belonged to Sir Thomas Egerton, is ſpoken of in 1662 as the property of Sir

Thomas Wilbraham", and it now belongs to his repreſentative the Earl of

Dyſart. -

The townſhip of Beefton lies between two and three miles S. S. W. from Tar

porley; the manor was the ancient inheritance of the Beeſtons, deſcended from

Henry de Bunbury, a younger ſon of Bunbury of Bunbury, who aſſumed the name

of Beeſton from the place of his reſidence. On the extinčtion of the male line of

this family, by the death of Sir Hugh Beeſton, ſon of Sir George Beeſton the

admiral, in 1627, this manor paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the families of

Whitmore, Savage, and Moſtyn'. It is now the property of Sir Thomas Moſtyn

Bart. Peeſton-Hall is inhabited by Mr. Richardſon, Sir Thomas Moſtyn's agent;

there are but ſmall remains of the ancient manſion which was the reſidence of

the Beeſtons, and had ſuſtained much injury in the civil war, having been ſet

* We could not learn for certain the extent of the term for which the leaſe was granted, (it is ſaid to

have been for 500 years, of which about 235 have expired,) hor in what manner the profits of the eſtate

are eventually to be diſpoſed of. The deed of gift does not appear to have been enrolled either in

chancery or in the Exchequer at Cheſter, and we were unſucceſsful in our endeavours to procure in

formation from any other quarter.

* Thomas Bulkeley, who married one of the co-heireſſes, was poſſed of a ſhare of this manor,

4 Richard II. Eſch. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * The ſhare which belonged to the Moſtyns

was inherited from the Beeſtons through the Savages. * The portion of this manor, which

belonged to the Crewes, was inherited from the Dones, who for ſeveral generations poſſeſſed three

parts out of ſeven. Eſch. Henry VI. and VII. and Car. I. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. -

* Harl. MSS. No. 2010. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. The Moſlyns were poſſeſſed of it as early

as the year 1662. Harl. MSS. No. 2 oro.

4. A 2 On
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on fire by the garriſon from the neighbouring caſtle, on the 9th of March,

1645'.

£ion caſtle in this townſhip was built about the year 1220, by Ranulph de

Blundeville, Earl of Cheſter, after his return from the holy land". In 1236,

Henry de Audley was ſent with Hugh le Deſpencer and Stephen de Segrave to

take charge of this caſtle"; in 1256, Fulke de Orreby was appointed governor'.

Not long before the battle of Eveſham in 1265, James de Audley and Urian de

St. Pierre took poſſeſſion of Beeſton caſtle for the king; immediately after the

battle, Prince Edward marched thither with Humphrey de Bohun, Henry de

Haſtings and Guy de Montfort in his train, as priſoners"; in 1312, Robert de Hol

land was made governor of the caſtle'; in 1333 it was granted by King Edward III.

to the Black Prince". In the year 1399, Beeſton caſtle was garriſoned with one

hundred men, and well vićtualled by King Richard II., who is ſaid to have depo

ſited there his jewels and other treaſures, but it was ſurrendered without a ſiege,

on the approach of Henry of Lancaſter, who found in it treaſure to the value of

200,oco marks, which he carried with him to Cheſter". Upon the concluſion of

the ſhort-lived peace between King Henry VI. and his ſucceſſor in 1460, Beeſton

caſtle was given to the Duke of York”. During the civil wars in the ſeventeenth

century, this caſtle, which is deſcribed by Leland as being, in his time, in a

ruinous ſtate", was repaired and garriſoned by the Parliament, having been taken

poſſeſſion of by a party of their forces on the 21ſt of February, 1643°.

“On the 13th of December, 1643,” ſays Mr. Burghall in his Diary, “a little

before day, Captain Sandford' who came out of Ireland, with eight of his fire

locks, crept up the ſteep hill of Beeſton caſtle, and got into the upper ward,

and got poſſeſſion there. It muſt have been done by treachery, for the place was

almoſt impregnable. Captain Steel, who kept it for the Parliament, was accuſed,

and ſuffered for it, but it was verily thought he had not betrayed it wilfully; but

ſome of his men proving falſe, he had not courage enough to withſtand Sandford.

What made much againſt Steel was, he took Sandford down into his chamber,

where they dined together, and much beer was ſent up to Sandford's men

* Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 942.

* Hen. Knighton inter Decem Script. 2430. * Collins's Peerage. * Dugdale’s

Baronage, vol. ii. p. 57. * Extracts from an ancient Chronicle in Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia.

' Dugdale's Baronage, vol. ii. p. 73. * Cart. 7. Edw. III. * Harl. MSS. No. 2 I I I.

f. 98. Extraćts from various Chronicles by the ſecond Randle Holme. * Rot. Parl. vol. v. p. 380.

• In his poem on the birth of King Edward VI. prefixed to the ninth volume of his Itinerary.

• Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 907.

• In Lloyd's Worthies, p. 360, this exploit is attributed to Sir Charles Compton, who is ſaid to

have obtained admiſſion with fix men diſguiſed as perſons bringing proviſions, which, by an intercepted

letter, he found were at that time expected. d

- all
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and the caſtle, after a ſhort parley delivered up ".” Captain Steel had liberty to

march to Nantwich, where he was immediately put in priſon, and about fix

weeks afterwards, (ſoon after the battle of Nantwich, and the relief of that town

by Sir Thomas Fairfax,) was ſhot to death'. Beeſton caſtle was beſieged by the

parliamentary army about the beginning of Dec. 1644"; it was relieved on the

17th of March following, by Prince Maurice and Prince Rupert", but again

beſieged within a few weeks; the beſieging army “ had begun to raiſe a brave

mount with a ſtrong ditch about it, and had placed great buildings thereon,”

when, on the reported approach of the King with his army from Shropſhire, the

works were abandoned 7. After the battle of Rowton-heath it was again cloſely

beſieged, and at length the proviſions of the garriſon being quite exhauſted, was

ſurrendered to Sir William Brereton on the 6th of Nov. following. Burghall ſays,

“ there was neither meat nor drink found in the caſtle, but only a piece of a

turkey-pie, two biſcuits, and a live pea-cock, and pea-hen *. Soon after the

taking of Cheſter, which happened in February 1646, Beeſton-caſtle was de

moliſhed".

The ſite of Beeſton-caſtle, which had been originally parcel of the manor, was

granted by Queen Elizabeth in fee-farm, to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, of whom it

is ſuppoſed to have been purchaſed by the Beeſtons, having been about that time

re-united to the manor with which it has ſince paſſed. The remains of the caſtle

occupy the fide of a hill, which riſes with a regular, but ſteep aſcent, to the brink

of a lofty and inacceſſible precipice; the walls of the outer court, in which are

now ſome large ſtone-quarries, are of confiderable extent, of an irregular form with

ſeveral towers; at the gate of entrance, are two circular towers; the entrance

under the gate-way is very narrow over rugged ſteps, formed out of the natural

rock: the keep is ſurrounded by a deep ditch, ſunk in the ſolid rock, over which

is a draw-bridge. The remains of this venerable fortreſs form a ſhriking object in

the ſcenery of a large ſurrounding diſtrićt.

The townſhip of Burwardſley lies five miles S. S. W. from Tarporley: the

manor was given by the abbot of St. Werburgh at Cheſter, to Roger de Combre,

or Fitz-alured, on condition that he ſhould be champion for the monaſtery ;

his daughter and co-heir brought the whole, or a part of this eſtate to the

Touchets. Robert Lord Cholmondeley is deſcribed as Lord of Burwardſley in

1662 °: of late years the manor has been eſteemed as ſubordinate to that of

Tattenhall, which belonged alſo to the Touchets, Burwardſley was ſold in 1804,

• Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 924. * Ibid 931. * Ibid. p. 938.

* Ibid., p. 942. : Ibid. * Ibid. 944. * Ibid. 945. * Hall. MSS. N° 2d I e.

Vol. II. * 4 A 3 by
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by John Crewe Eſq. (now Lord Crewe) to Thomas Tarlton Eſq. of Boleſworth

caſtle, who is the preſent proprietor. In this townſhip is a chapel of eaſe, built

on the waſte by ſubſcription, principally at the expence of Mr. Kiffin, a baker,

about the year 1735 °. Some land of ſmall value was given as an endowment by

Mr. Hodgkis, and it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty; the miniſter

is appointed by the truſtees of the endowment.

The townſhip of Calveley lies about ſix miles N. W. by N. from Nantwich; the

manor was given by Richard de Vernon, about the reign of Richard I. to Hugh

de Calveley, anceſtor of the celebrated Sir Hugh Calveley, who was of Lea-Hall

in the chapelry of Bruera : the elder branch became extinét by the death of Sir

Hugh's uncle Robert, whoſe daughter and heir in the reign of Edward III, brought

Calveley in marriage to a younger branch of the Davenports of Davenport, which

family became extinét by the death of Richard Davenport Eſq. in 1771. Calveley

is now veſted in John Bromley Eſq., who married the elder daughter and co

heireſs of Mr. Davenport; Mr. Bromley having no iſſue, the reverſion is veſted

in Davies Davenport Eſq. of Capeſthorne, one of the preſent repreſentatives for

the county, whoſe father married the younger daughter. A part of Calveley

Hall is rented by the Earl of Dyſart, for his occaſional reſidence; the tenant of

the farm occupies the other part.

The manor of Haughton, was as early as the reign of Henry III., if not at an

earlier period, in the ancient family of that name ‘, which continued in the male

line till about the year 1740; it was purchaſed of the co-heireſſes of the laſt heir

male, by the family of Comberbach, who about the year 1790 ſold it to Mr.

Garnet, the preſent proprietor. The old hall was partly taken down, and in part

altered by the late owner, in the year 1760 ; Mr. Garnet has fitted up ſome rooms

for his own reſidence, and lets the remainder of it to a farmer, who rents the

demeſnes.

The townſhip of Peckforton lies nearly five miles S. S. W. from Tarporley;

the manor was held for many generations by the St. Pierres, and their repreſenta

tives, the Cockeſeys"; it was afterwards ſucceſſively in the Corbets of Shropſhire,

and the Beeſtons ‘; having ſince paſſed with Beeſton, it is now the property of

Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart.

Peckforton-Hall, which had belonged to the family of Peckforton is the

property of Lord Crewe, whoſe anceſtor became poſſeſſed of it before the year

* It was conſecrated in that year. Anſwers to Queries in the Biſhop's Regiſtry at Cheſter.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe, * Ibid. • Webb's Itinerary in the Vale-Royal,

part i. p. IcA.

1662;
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1662 (; it is occupied by a farmer. The manor, or reputed manor of Horſley

in this townſhip, has paſſed with the manor of Peckforton, and is now the pro

perty of Sir Thomas Moſtyn. -

The townſhip of Ridley, anciently written Ridgley, lies about ſix miles W. N. W.

from Tarporley; the manor was for ſeveral generations the inheritance of a

family of the ſame name, who held it under the knights of St. John of Jeruſalem *:

from the Ridleys it ſeems to have paſſed by a female heir to the Daniels; it was

afterwards ſucceſſively in the families of Venables" and Stanley. On the attainder

of Sir William Stanley, this manor became veſted in the crown. King

Henry VIII. gave it to his ſtandard-bearer, Sir Ralph Egerton, of whoſe

deſcendants it was purchaſed in the reign of King Charles II., by Sir Orlando

Bridgman, lord-keeper of the great ſeal. From the Bridgmans, Ridley paſſed

about the year 1720, by the forecloſure of a mortgage, to the family of Pepys,

and is now the property of Sir William Weller Pepys Bart.

“ Ridle Hawlle” (ſays Leland) “was made of a poore old place, the faireſt

gentleman's howſe of al Cheſtreſhire, by Syr William Standeley, Helper to King

Henry VII.” in another place he calls it “a right goodly houſe of ſtone and tym

bre, buildid by Sir William of Standeley, that much favorid King Henry the VII.

parte at Boſworth-feeld.” During the civil war Ridley-Hall was garriſoned by

the parliament; an unſuccesful attack appears to have been made upon it on the

4th of June 1645, by a party from the garriſon at Beeſton caſtle'. This hall

was for three or four deſcents the ſeat of a branch of the Egertons; Sir Thomas

Egerton, the lord keeper, anceſtor of the Bridgewater family, was the natural ſon

of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley. The fite of Ridley-Hall, which was burnt

down about the year 17oo, is now occupied by a farm-houſe. Ridley-mere,

ſpoken of by Leland as the faireſt mere in Cheſhire, has been drained, and brought

into cultivation. -

The townſhip of Spurſtow lies about four miles S. by E. from Tarporley: the

manor, which had been the ancient inheritance of the family of that name ", was

ſold by Charles Spurſtow Eſq. the laſt heir male", to Sir John Crewe, from whom

it has deſcended to the Right Hon. Lord Crewe, the preſent proprietor: the old

hall was pulled down in 1757, and a farm-houſe built on the fite. Lower

Spurſtow-Hall, with a demeſne annexed to it, paſſed by a female heir from the

* See Hall. MSS. Nº 2010. * Eſch. 23 Edw. III. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Itin. Vol. vii. p. 33. * Ibid. Vol. v. p. 9t. * Burghall's Diary printed in the Hiſtory

of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 943. * William de Spurſtow died ſeiſed of it, 35 Edw. III.

* He died in 1685, and was buried at Bunbury. -

3 family
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family of Stalker to the Alderſeys, anceſtors of Thomas Alderſey, the great

benefactor to the townſhip of Bunbury, in whoſe collateral deſcendants it is ſtill

veſted, being now the property of Robert Alderſey Eſq.; a great part of the old

hall remains, and is occupied as a farm-houſe. -

The townſhip of Teverton, or Tiverton, lies two miles S. from Tarporley: the

manor paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs, from the family of Hulgrave, to the

Beeſtons and Aſtons *. In 1662 it belonged to Sir Thomas Wilbraham", from

whom it has deſcended to the preſent proprietor, the Earl of Dyſart. A ſkirmiſh

took place in Teverton-field, on the 21ſt of February 1643, in which one of

Colonel Mainwaring's officers, on the fide of the Parliament, and a few of the

King's officers were killed; they were buried at Tarporley".

The townſhip of Tifton-Fernall, or Fernhall, lies nearly three miles S. E. from

Tarporley: the manor ſo called, to diſtinguiſh it from the pariſh of Tilſton,

belongs to the Earl of Dyſart, as part of the inheritance of the Wilbrahams. The

hall, which in 1622 was one of the ſeats of the Wilbraham family', has been

long taken down; the out-buildings are fitted up as a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Wardhull, or Wardle, lies about five miles N. W. from

Nantwich: the manor is the property of the Earl of Dyſart, by inheritance from

the Wilbraham family. Sir Thomas Wilbraham, who was poſſeſſed of this manor

in the middle of the ſeventeenth century, purchaſed the hall (which is now a

farm-houſe), from the Preſtlands',who had been ſettled there for ſeveral deſcents,

being a younger branch of the Bulkeley family.

BURTon, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, lies about eight miles weſt

from Cheſter, and two miles eaſt from Neſton, on the banks of the eſtuary of the

Dee: the pariſh contains two townſhips, Burton, and Puddington. Burton had,

in former times, a market on Thurſday, obtained in 1298, together with a fair

for three days, at the feſtival of St. James, by Walter Langton, biſhop of

Lichfield and Coventry', to which ſee the manor of Burton had then for ſome

time been annexed. It was held as a copy-hold under the ſee many years by the

Maffeys of Puddington, who were ſucceeded in 1715 by the Congreves. The

fee of the manor was purchaſed in 1806, under the land-tax redemption ačt, by

Richard Congreve Eſq. then leſſee, who has ſince built a houſe on the eſtate

for his own reſidence.

° Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harl. MSS. Nº 2010. * Burghall's Diary, printed in

the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 907. * Webb's Itinerary of that date in King's Vale

Royal, part ii. p. ſcó. : Harl. MSS. N° 2010. * Cart. 27 Edw. I.

In
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In the pariſh-church, which was rebuilt in 1721, are the monuments of Sir

John Stanley Maſley Stanley Bart., who died in 1794, in the eighty fourth year of

his age, and his ſon Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart. 1795. Dr. Hough,

Biſhop of Worceſter, who had been ſome time biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry,

gave 50l. towards re-building the church; in the former ſtručture were ſome

monuments of the Maſſeys of Puddington.

The tithes of Burton were appropriated in 1238, by Alexander de Savenſby,

Biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry, to the hoſpital at Denwall, a hamlet of this

townſhip " by the ſea-ſide, on account of its poverty. About the year 1494,

King Henry VII., at the requeſt of Biſhop Smith, gave this hoſpital with all

its revenues, to the hoſpital of St. John Baptiſt at Lichfield, founded by that

prelate. The hoſpital of Denwall has been long ago taken down; the eſtate,

including the rectory of this pariſh, ſtill belongs to the hoſpital above-mentioned,

the maſter of which is patron of the curacy. An act of Parliament for incloſing

the townſhip of Burton was paſſed in 1807. In the year 1724, the pious Dr.

Wilſon, Biſhop of Sodor and Man, who was a native of this pariſh, built a

ſchool-houſe at Burton, and endowed it with lands, now worth about 30l. per ann.

clear income; this endowment was increaſed with the ſum of 20cl given by

Dr. Wilſon, the biſhop's ſon. The ſchool is free to poor children of the townſhip

of Burton, and four from the townſhip of Puddington".

The townſhip of Puddington, or Podington, ſaid to have been anciently written

Pudican, lies about ſeven miles and a half N. W. from Cheſter; the manor was

given, together with that of Storeton, by Randal de Gernon, Earl of Cheſter,

to Alan Silveſter y. The Maſſey family, whoſe anceſtor Richard Maſſey (a

younger ſon of Hamo de Maſſey, great grandſon of Hamo Baron of Dunham

Maſſey, who lived in the time of William the Conqueror) ſettled at Puddington

in the thirteenth century, held this manor for many generations, under the Lords

of Storeton; William Maſſey Eſq. of Puddington, the laſt heir-male of this branch

of the Maſſey family, by his will, bearing date 1715, bequeathed his eſtates to

his godſon and adopted heir, Thomas Stanley Eſq. (a younger ſon of Sir William

Stanley of Hooton Bart., who died in 1740,) Mr. Stanley aſſumed the name of

Maſley, on ſucceeding to the Puddington eſtate, which he afterwards aſſigned to

his younger brother John. Mr. John Stanley, when he came into poſſeſſion, took

the name of Maſley, but reſumed his own family-name upon inheriting the

Stanley title and eſtate, on the death of his nephew Sir William Stanley the

* For an account of the colliery at Denwall, ſee p. 412. * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia

Ceſtricnfis. 7 Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe.

VoI. II. 4 B fifth
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fifth baronet of the family. His grandſon, Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley

Bart., a younger brother of Sir William, the laſt baronet, is the preſent proprietor

of this manor. The ancient ſeat of the Maſſeys has been long ago taken

down: Puddington-Hall, a modern edifice, is the property of Sir T. S. M. Stanley,

but is not at preſent inhabited. ºw

CHEADLE, or CHEDLE, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, lies on

the banks of the Merſey, and the borders of Lancaſhire, about three miles

S. W. from Stockport, and about ſeven miles S. E. from Mancheſter: it con

fiſts of three townſhips, Cheadle-Bulkeley, Cheadle. Moſley, and Hand/orth-cum

Boſdon. -

The manor of Cheadle belonged to a family of that name, as early as the

middle of the twelfth century; Geffrey de Dutton having acquired it in marriage

with an heireſs of this family, took the name of Chedle ; his grandſon, Roger,

left two daughters, co-heirs; Clemence married to William de Baguley of Baguley,

and Agnes to Richard de Bulkeley: their heirs poſſeſſed this manor in moieties;

one moiety paſſed by marriage to the Leghs; Sir Peers Legh of Lyme (grandſon

of John Legh, who married the heir of Baguley) having married the widow of

Sir John Savage, this eſtate paſſed to the ſon of her firſt marriage, Sir John

Savage", who was knighted at the battle of Agincourt, and deſcended to his

nameſake", who was ſlain at Boulogne in the reign of Henry VII. The other

moiety continued more than three centuries in the Bulkeley family, immediate

anceſtors of Lord Wiſcount Bulkeley, who were for ſeveral generations ſettled

at Cheadle, and at Whatcroft in Davenham ; the elder branch of the Bulkeleys

of Cheadle and Whatcroft removed to the iſle of Angleſea about the year 1500 :

a younger branch continued at Cheadle more than a century longer. The

whole of this manor became eventually veſted in Lord Bulkeley's family, whoſe

anceſtor Sir Richard Bulkeley Knight, married Margaret, daughter of Sir John

Savage, about the year 1558. After the death of James Viſcount Bulkeley, this

manor was ſold, under an ačt of Parliament in 1756, to the Rev. Thomas

Egerton of Cheadle, and having paſſed by deviſe to the Beresfords, was con

veyed in 1806 by the truſtees under the will of Edward Beresford Eſq. to

Mr. John Worthington of Ringway, the preſent proprietor. Upon the divi

ſion of Cheadle between the co-heireſſes of Roger de Chedle, the Bulkeleys

had the capital meſſuage belonging to the eſtate, and the advowſon of the

church ".

• Eſch. 6 Henry VI. * Eſch, 11 Henry VII, * This old manſion is now the parſonage

houſe. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. º

-- 3 ºw In
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In the pariſh church are chapels belonging to the Handforth and the Cheadle

Hulme eſtates. In the Handforth chapel are ſome ancient monuments of the

Honfords or Handfords “, whoſe heireſs married Sir Urian Brereton, and that of

Sir Thomas Brereton Bart., who died in 1673. In the chancel is a memorial

for one of the Bulkeley family, who died in 1678; and in the nave ſeveral for

the family of Kelſall of Bradſhaw. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart. is patron, and

his ſon is the preſent incumbent of the rectory.

The townſhip of Cheadle-Hulme, or Cheadle-Moſley, lies nearly four miles S. S.W.

from Stockport; the principal eſtate in this townſhip, which had belonged to the

Savages, paſſed in marriage to the Marquis of Wincheſter, and was purchaſed of him

by Sir Nicholas Moſley Knight', who was lord mayor of London in the year 1599:

about the year 1695, the daughter and heir of Sir Edward Moſley Bart. brought

it to Sir John Bland Bart. of Kippax-park, in the county of York, whoſe grandſon

having obtained an ačt or Parliament for that purpoſe, ſold it in 1754 to John

Davenport Eſq. of Stockport; having paſſed by deviſe to the family of Bamford,

it devolved, on the death of William Bamford Eſq. without iſſue male in 1807,

to Robert Heſketh Eſq. of Upton near Cheſter, who has aſſumed the name of

Bamford, and is the preſent proprietor. Bradſhaw-Hall in this townſhip, the

property of Oldfield Kelſall Eſq. of Cheſter, was for many generations the ſeat

of his anceſtors: it is now occupied by a farmer. -

. A free-ſchool in this townſhip, which had been built by a ſubſcription of the

inhabitants, was endowed in 1788, by the late Jonathan Robinſon of Stockport,

with three acres of land, Cheſhire ineaſure, now let at 4ol, per ann. -

The townſhip of Handfºrth, Handford, or Hondford, lies about five miles S. W.

by S. from Stockport; the manor, as early as the reign of Henry III., was in the

family of Hondford, from whom this manor and that of Boſdon, a hamlet of

Handford, paſſed by a female heir about the year 1566 to Sir Urian Brereton,

a younger ſon of Sir Ralph Brereton of Malpas. Sir William Brereton of

Handford was created a baronet in 1626; the title became extinct on the death

of Sir Thomas Brereton in 1678. Sir William Brereton, in the year 1666, ſettled

the manor of Hondford, in default of male iſſue fron, his ſon, on Nathaniel

Booth Eſq. of Mottram-Andrew, in tail-male. In 1766, Nathaniel Booth, Lord

Delamere, alienated it to Edward Wrench of Cheſter Gent., whoſe nephew, in

1805, ſold it to Mr. Joſeph Cooper of Hondford: it is now the property of

Mr. William Paſs of Altrincham, who purchaſed it in 1807 of the truſtees under

* See p. 446, 449. . 'Biſhºp Caſtrell's N-titia Coſtricnſis.

4 B 2 Mr.
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Mr. Cooper’s will. Cheadle-houſe in this townſhip, the ſeat of the late James

Harriſon Eſq., is now occupied by his widow.

CHESTER, the metropolis of the county palatine of that name is ſituated on

the banks of the river Dee, at the extremity of the hundred of Broxton, and

adjoining the eaſt end of the peninſula of Wirral; its diſtance from London by

way of Northampton and Lichfield is one hundred and ninety miles; by way of

Newport and Coventry, one hundred and eighty-one; being on the great road to

Ireland, either by way of Holy-head, or Park-gate.

The firſt origin of this ancient city is enveloped in obſcurity; the conjećture of

Sir Thomas Elliot, that it was called Neomagus, and that it was built by a great

grandſon of Noah, is entitled to as much credit as the legend of Ralph Higden,

the monk of St. Werburgh, who attributes its foundation to Leon Vawr, a great

giant, and makes king Lear its reſtorer. The moſt probable conjećture is, that

Cheſter was one of the fortreſſes conſtrućted by Oſtorius Scapula for the ſecurity

of the Roman army, after the diſcomfiture of Caraćtacus. It is certain that the

twentieth legion, called “the Vićtorious,” was ſtationed at Cheſter in the reign

of Galba, and the alluſion to this circumſtance in the Britiſh name of the city,

Caer-Leon, ar Dufyr Dwy, (the city of legions on the water of Dee) ſeems to

connect it with its firſt origin.

It has been aſſerted by ſome writers, that the walls of Cheſter were firſt built

by Marius a Britiſh king, grandſon of Cymbeline, who began his reign in the

year 73, and that he was buried in this city; but little credit ſeems due to this

account. Holinſhed, whoſe hiſtory is a compilation from various ancient

chronicles, tells us that Marius was buried at Carliſle: that city therefore, if any,

is more likely to have been indebted to him for its buildings; but the whole of

the hiſtory of Marius is doubtful. It is certain that Cheſter was a walled city

before the year 908, and there is no reaſon to doubt that the walls were originally

tuilt by the Romans; the old Eaſt-gate was unqueſtionably a Roman work, and

the various antiquities diſcovered within the walls are a proof that the Romans

occupied the fite of the preſent city.

The firſt event of any note relating to Cheſter, which we find recorded in

hiſtory, is the defeat of the Britons under its walls, and the capture of the

city by Ethelfrid, king of Northumberland, in the year 607". It appears to have

been recovered ere long by its old maſters, for we are told that in the year 613

* Chron, Sax, l

the
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the Britons held an aſſembly at Cheſter, on which occaſion they ele&ted Cadwan

to be their king'; Hardyng in his Chronicle ſays that Cadwall, ſon and ſucceſſor

of Cadwan, was crowned king of the Britons at Cheſter. About the year 830

King Egbert, who united under his government all the kingdoms of the Saxon

Heptarchy, took Cheſter from the Britons, or Welſhmen, and added it to his

dominions". Athelwolf, his ſucceſſor, is faid by ſome to have been crowned at

Cheſter'.

In the year 892, or according to ſome accounts 894, the Daniſh army took

poſſeſſion of Cheſter: Ralph Higden ſpeaks of a fiege which they endured in

this city, during which they were reduced to ſuch extremities that they were

compelled to feed on horſe-fleſh"; but Matthew of Weſtminſter" mentions this

circumſtance as happening at the ſiege of Buttingden, and adds that the Danes,

who eſcaped from thence, joined a garriſon of their own countrymen at Cheſter,

and that Alfred purſued them and laid fiege to that city, but finding his attempts

to gain it ineffečtual, he laid waſte the ſurrounding country to prevent the Danes

from procuring a ſupply of proviſions.

In or about the year 907 °, Ethelred, Earl or Duke of Mercia, and his wife

Ethelfleda (fiſter of King Edward the Elder), repaired the city of Cheſter, which

had ſuffered much injury from the Danes, and rebuilt the walls, enlarging them,

as ſome ſay, to double their former extent, and adorning them with turrets".

We find, that after the death of this heroic lady, who, during her widowhood,

had governed the province of Mercia with conſummate and ſucceſsful valour",

Cheſter fell again into the hands of the Welſh, from whom it was recovered by

King Edward a few days before his death, which happened in 924'. In or about

the year 971, King Edgar being with his army at Cheſter, was viſited by

ſix petty ſovereigns, who came to pay their homage, and Ralph Higden relates,

that he was rowed by them in his barge from the palace to St. John's

church'.

Giraldus Cambrenſis mentions it as the tradition of the place, that Harold

having ſurvived his wounds at the battle of Haſtings, ſpent the remainder of his

* Holinſhed, i. 156; ſome ſay 609. * Holinſhed, i. 204. * “ Athelwolfe

was crowned kyng at his citee of Weſt-Cheſter, in all royal eſtate.” Hardyng's Chronicle, f. 1 of, b.

* Hiſt. Ang. Scrip. Vol. iii. p. 258. * P. 179. ° The Saxon Chronicle ſays 907 ;

fome Chronicles 905; others 9c8. * Holinſhed, J. Bromton, Ralph Higden, and Bradſhaw's

Life of St. Werburgh. * Ethelred Earl of Mercia died in 912. (Sax. Chron.) Ethelfleda

his counteſs in 919. * William of Malmſbury. * The writer of the Saxon Chronicle

ſays all his naval forcer. , See alſo Henry Huntingdon.

day3.
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days as an anchorite, in a cell near St. John's church in Cheſter. The ſame tra

dition is mentioned by John Bromton, who adds, that his tomb was ſhewn in the

middle of the area behind the croſs at St. John's church : that there were

thoſe who aſſerted that he was yet alive when King Henry I. returned through

Cheſter from Wales, and that he had an interview with that monarch; the hiſ.

torian himſelf inclines to the more generally received opinion, that King Harold

died in battle, and was buried at Waltham. Henry de Knighton and other

hiſtorians relate, that Queen Algitha", Harold's conſort, after the conqueror's

ſucceſs, was for a while removed to Cheſter as a place of ſecurity, by her bro

thers Earl Edwin and Earl Morcar. The above-mentioned hiſtorian, Giraldus,

relates a tradition alſo, that Henry, Emperor of Germany, ſpent the latter part

of his days as a hermit in a deſert place near Cheſter, and was buried in that city,

having confeſſed his rank when on the point of death. Camden in noticing this

tradition ſpeaks of Henry IV. as the emperor of whom it was told, but all the cir

cumſtances mentioned by Giraldus, who only calls him “Imperatorem Romanum

Henricum” apply to Henry V. There has been a tradition of very old ſtanding,

that this emperor led a retired life under the borrowed name of Godeſcallus, or

Godſtallus; and a lane near the cathedral, called Godſtall-lane, is ſaid to have

obtained that appellation from him". In an ancient Chronicle, called the Red

Book of the abbey of Cheſter, was the following paſſage, which ſeems to give

ſome countenance to theſe traditions. “A” I I lo, Rex Henricus dedit filiam

ſuam Godeſcallo imperatori Alemannae, qui nunc Ceſtriaejacet’.” Notwithſtand

ing the authority of this paſſage, and that the time when Giraldus Cambrenſis

found the tradition current at Cheſter, was but about fixty years after the death

of Henry V. Emperor of Germany, yet it ſeems evident, from the authority of

the beſt hiſtorians, that it was wholly void of foundation"; ſince we are told,

that the Emperor Henry V. died at Utrecht, and that our monarch King Henry I.

* Henry Knighton inter Dec. Scrip. 2314. Roger de Hoveden, John Bromton, &c.

* Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 22.-Godſtall, or St. Godſtall-lane, is ſpoken of in a Survey of the Streets

of Cheſter, temp. Edward III. It is deſcribed as near the wall on the north fide of Eaſtgate-ſtreet,

adjoining the church-yard of St. Werburgh, and it is ſaid to have been the habitation of one Gode

ſcallus, or Godeſtallus, who having been an Emperor, led in his latter days a holy and religious life,

and died at Cheſter. See Harl. MSS. Brit. Muſ. No. 2 ( 1 1. fol. 53. 6. 56. a.

* Extract in Woodmoth’s Collectious, f. 238. b. º

Unleſs we ſuppoſe that ſome perſon of the name of Codeſcalius, or Codeſtallus, really lived and

died at Cheſter, as is repreſeated, but that the circumſtance of his having been Emperor of Germany

was a fiétion.

who
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who was then in Normandy, ſent immediately for his daughter Maud the

Empreſs, and brought her with him to England *.

It has been ſaid, that when William the Conqueror gave the earldom of Cheſter,

to Hugh Lupus, that monarch accompanied him as far as Malpas, where he

inveſted him with the ſovereignty of the county, and that the Earl then marched

towards Cheſter, and took the city after having been thrice repulſed". We are

told, that upon another occaſion the above-mentioned monarch, having determined

on an expedition againſt the Welſh, marched with his army to Cheſter, where he

rebuilt the caſtle, and placed in it a ſtrong garriſon". In the year 1156 King

Henry II. was at Cheſter, and encamped his army on Saltney-marſh, previouſly

to his expedition into Wales ‘; the enſuing year he received at Cheſter the homage

of Malcolm, King of Scotland". In 1180, the greater part of this city was deſtroyed

by fire"; a fimilar calanity happened in 1278'. King John was at Cheſter in

1 2 I 2 5.

In 1237, Hugh le Deſpencer, Stephen de Segrave, and Henry de Audley, were

ſent by King Henry III. to take charge of Cheſter caſtle". . In the year 1256,

Prince Edward, who had two years before been created Earl of Cheſter, came to

this city on the feſtival of St. Kenelm, being met on the road by the clergy and

citizens in grand proceſſion: he ſtaid three days receiving the homage and fealty

of the nobles of Cheſhire and Wales, after which, having viſited his caſtles and

lands in the latter province, he returned through Cheſter and went to Darnhall'.

In 1257 the king ſummoned his barons, ſpiritual and temporal, to be at Cheſter*

with their vaſſals on a certain day, in order to revenge the inroads of the Welſh,

and invade their territories.

During the war with the Barons in 1264, William le Zouch, then juſtice of

Cheſter, and the citizens, fearing leſt the city ſhould be beſieged either by the

Barons or the Welſh, began to render it more ſecure by digging a deep ditch,

for which purpoſe they deſtroyed ſome houſes and gardens belonging to the abbey

* See Holinſhed, M. Paris, &c. * See Harl. MSS. No. 2155. p. 27. and Bradſhaw's Life

of St. Werburgh. * Hiſt. Norm. Scrip. p. 516. * Caradoc's Hiſtory of Wales

by Powell, edit. 1774, p. 1 18. * Roger Hoveden in Scrip. poſt Bedam, fol. 281. b.

* Archdeacon Rogers's MS. Hiſtory of Cheſter. * Extračts from an ancient Chronicle of

Cheſter abbey in Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia. * M. Paris. * Collins's Peerage, I. 348.

* Extract from the Chronicle of Cheſter abbey, in Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia.

* Mr. Pennant juſtly obſerves, that Cheſter appears to have been a conſtant rendezvous of troops

for every expedition on that fide of the kingdom, from the time of the Normans to the reign of
William III. - T -

* . --- - of
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of Cheſter in Bagge-lane'. It appears that the fears of the citizens were not

without cauſe, but their precautions ſeem to have been ineffectual, for we are

told by our hiſtorians, that the Earl of Derby, in the courſe of the ſame year,

came to Cheſter with a great army, and took poſſeſſion of the city and caſtle for

the Barons". After the king and his ſon had fallen into the hands of Simon de

Montfort, they made peace with that powerful baron, by inveſting him with

the earldom of Cheſter; and his ſon Henry went to Cheſter in his father's name,

received the homage of the citizens and of the nobles and freeholders of the

county, and having made Luke de Taney juſtice, afer a ſtay of ten days de

parted. The next year James de Audley and Urian de St. Pierre came to

Qheſter, and with the concurrence of the citizens, beſieged Luke de Taney

the juſtice, and his adherents, for ten weeks, but without effect, the caſtle

being in an excellent ſtate of defence; but after the battle of Eveſham, which

proved fatal to Montfort and his party, Taney hearing that Prince Edward had

arrived at Beeſton Caſtle with ſome noble priſoners, and that he was advancing

towards Cheſter, ſurrendered the caſtle, and threw himſelf upon the mercy

of the king, who, after a ſhort impriſonment, ſet him and his adherents at

liberty ".

King Edward I. was at Cheſter in 1276 and 1277; in the former year he went .

for the purpoſe of ſummoning Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, to do his homage,

who refuſing to comply, he returned the next year with an army, and marching

from Cheſter took Rhuddlan caſtle”. The ſame monarch was at Cheſter in the

year 1282, from the 6th of June till the 4th of July, during which period many

perſons procured grants of protećtion, that their corn and other proviſions might

not be ſeized for the uſe of the king's forces; and others had ſafe convoys granted

them for the purpoſe of vićtualling the army "; the following year having been

vićtorious in his campaign againſt the Welſh, he was at Cheſter with his queen,

and heard maſs in St. Werburgh's church on St. Auguſtine's day, on which

occaſion he preſented the convent with a cloth of great value". In 1284, King

Edward was at Cheſter for four days in the beginning of September'. He paſſed

" From the Chronicle before-mentioned, the writer of which ſays that the Juſtice promiſed the abbot

an equivalent for the damage. On the Patent Roll of 51 Henry III. (1267), is an order for enquiring

into the extent of the damage, and making compenſation. * See Holinſhed.

* Extraës from the Chronicle of Cheſter abbey in Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia.

* Walſingham. * Rot. Walliae in Turr. Lond. * Extračts from the Chronicle

of Cheſter Abbey, ut ſupra. * Rot. Wall,

2. through
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through this city again on the feaſt of St. Nicholas, in 1294, being on his march

to quell the rebellion of Madoc in North Wales". In 13co the Welſh finally

ſubmitted to the ſovereignty of England, and did homage at Cheſter to Edward

of Caernarvon, Prince of Wales'. In 1312 King Edward II. went to Cheſter

to meet his favourite, Piers de Gaveſton, on his return from Ireland". In 1353,

Ldward the Black Prince, with the Earls of Warwick and Stafford, at the head

of an armed force, came to Cheſter to protećt the juſtices itinerant, Sir Richard

Willoughby and Sir Richard Snareſhull, in the execution of their duty, from the

violence of the populace”; the occaſion is not mentioned, but it is probable,

that there had been ſome commotion on account of the dearneſs of proviſions,

that year being recorded as a year of great ſcarcity'.

In the year 1394, King Richard II. came to Cheſter with the Duke of Glou

ceſter and the Earls of March, Saliſbury, Arundel, Nottingham, Rutland, and

others, on his way to Ireland”. This monarch towards the cloſe of his reign teſ.

tified a great partiality towards the inhabitants of Cheſhire; in the year 1397,

when he ſcarcely knew whom to truſt about his perſon, he appointed a corps of

two thouſand Cheſhire archers for his body guard". The next year, “for the love

he bare to the gentlemen and commons of the ſhire of Cheſter, he cauſed it to be

ordained (in the parliament holden at Shrewſbury) that from thenceforth it ſhould

be called and known by the name of the principality of Cheſhire".” From this

time he took the title of Prince of Cheſter: the act for making Cheſhire a prin

cipality was revoked in the next reign. -

When Henry of Lancaſter was in arms againſt King Richard II. in 1399, Sir

Robert and Sir John Legh, with other gentlemen of Cheſhire, went to render their

ſubmiſſion to him at Shrewſbury, from whence they accompanied him to Cheſter.

The Duke ſtaid ſeveral days in the city, and made a muſter of his troops before

the walls". During his ſtay, Piers-a-Legh of Lyme, for his faithful adherence to

King Richard, was executed, and his head placed on the higheſt tower of the

city, and it is ſaid by ſome authors, that the Duke of Surrey, having been ſent on

a meſſage by the king, was impriſoned in the caſtle". On the 19th of Auguſt

the Duke of Lancaſter marched to Flint, and drew up his army before the walls

of the caſtle, in which the King was then ſtationed: a conference took place,

the event of which is well known: the King having no other alternative, put

• Hiſt. Ang. Scrip. ii. p. 126. (Th. Wikes.) Caradoc's Hiſtory of Wales, by Powell.

* Leland's Colle&tan. i. 248. x Dugdale’s Baronage, i. 161. * See Walfingham.

* Harl. MSS. No. 211 t. f. 97. b. Extračt from various Chronicles, by the ſecond Randal

Holme; the date is there erroneouſly written 1395. * Helinſhed, * Ibid.

* Ibid. * Ibid. -

Vol. II. - 4 C himſelf
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himſelf into the power of the ambitious Henry; the following night they both

ſlept at Cheſter previouſly to their departure for London".

ln 1405 a pardon was granted to the citizens of Cheſter, for having been in

rebellion with Henry Percy'. Eleanor, Ducheſs of Glouceſter, who was con

demned to perpetual impriſonment in 1447, for pračtifing the king's death, was for

a while confined in the caſtle at Cheſter. Robert Needham, a Cheſhire gentleman,

who was ſuppoſed to have been concerned with the Duke her huſband in deviſing

a plan for her deliverance, was with others hanged at Tyburn, taken down alive

and pardoned, after he had been ſtripped by the executioner to be quartered.

In the year 1453, or as ſome of the annaliſts ſay, 1455, Queen Margaret, con

ſort of Henry VI. “came to Cheſter upon progreſſe with manye greate lordes and

ladyes with her, and was graciouſly received by the mayor and citizens’.” In the

ſummer preceding the battle of Blore-heath the queen came again to Cheſter in

her progreſs, where ſhe is ſaid to have kept “open and royal houſe,” and by her

liberality to have gained the hearts of the gentry". In an inquiſition taken in the

28th year of King Henry VI., the city of Cheſter is repreſented as being then be

come ſo decayed and depopulated, by reaſon of the choaking of its harbour by

ſands, and the conſequences of the late rebellion in Wales, that the citizens were

unable to pay their rent to the crown'. -

In 1474, or as ſome ſay, 1475, Edward Prince of Wales, ſon of King Edward

IV. being then only five years old, came to Cheſter about Chriſtmas, and was

conveyed to the caſtle in much pomp". On the 18th of July, 1494, King

Henry VII. with his mother, and the queen, came to Cheſter with a great retinue,

and went thence to Hawarden"; “the Earl of Derby and a number of gallants of

Cheſter attending".” In 1498, Prince Arthur appears to have reſided at Cheſter

from the 4th of Auguſt till the 9th of September". One of the Cheſter an

naliſts mentions a circumſtance, which though not conne&ted with this city, may

be noticed as not being ſpoken of by our hiſtorians; that King Henry VIII. nar

rowly eſcaped being drowned in the year 1524, by leaping over a ditch after his

hawk". This monarch, by his royal mandate, granted the inhabitants of Cheſter

an exemption from being preſſed for the wars, by the royal placards, it being

* Helinſhed. ! Records of the Corporation. * Annals of Cheſter. Harl. MSS.

No. 2125. f. 222, &c, and King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 185. * Harl. MSS. 2 I I I. f. 1 12, b.

Extracts from divers chronicles, by the ſecond Randal Holme; the date is there 1458, but it ſeems

to have been erroneouſly written for 1459. * Harl. MSS. No. 2682, J. * King's

Vale Royal, p. 187. and Harl. MSS. No. 2125. | Harl. MSS. No. 2125., where this

viſit is ſaid to have taken place in 1497. * King's Vale-Royal, , * Ibid. p. 190.

* Harl, MSS. No. 2:25.

meet
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meet that they ſhould remain at home for the defence of their own city'. In the

year 1551 there happened a very deſtructive flood, by which great numbers of

cattle were deſtroyed in Saltney-marſh, and ſeveral lives were loſt in the ſuburbs

and neighbourhood of Cheſter " : in 1584 happened another great flood, occaſioned

by a violent ſtorm of thunder, lightning, and hail. Much damage was done by

this ſtorm, but it does not appear that any lives were loſt. The hail-ſtones are

ſaid to have been five inches in circumference".

It does not appear that Queen Elizabeth ever viſited Cheſter, but her two great

favourites, the Earls of Leiceſter and Eſſex, the former in 1583', the latter in

1598, were received with almoſt regal honours. The Earl of Eſſex was at Cheſter

both on his road to Ireland and on his return. About this time the influx of

ſoldiers paſſing and re-paſſing to and from Ireland was ſo great, that the city was

not able to contain them, and many riots and diſorders enſued . The Earl of

Tyrone, who had ſo long maintained a rebellion againſt the Queen, was brought

through Cheſter in 1603, and lodged at the mayor's houſe".

The Cheſter annaliſts have recorded, among the remarkable events of the

ſeventeenth century, the arrival of “a ſtranger and his wife, in 1606, who both

danced on a rope tied overthwart the ſtreet at the High-Croſs, and ſhowed ſtrange

feats of ačtivity”; and of an Italian in 1649, “who never ate meat but ſtones,

but he took tobacco, and drank wine or ſtrong drink till he could neither go nor

ſtand”. This muſt have been Francis Bataglia, of whom there is an engraved

portrait, by Hollar. -

On the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1617, King James I. with a great retinue came to

Cheſter, where he was received by the citizens with all the magnificence they

could deviſe, and entertained with a ſumptuous banquet at the Pentice. The mayor,

Mr. Edward Button, preſented his Majeſty with Icol. in a gold cup, and was of.

fered knighthood, but refuſed. The King went the ſame night to Vale-Royal'.

* Harl. MSS. No. 1980. f. 185. b. * One Fulke Ducker was drowned, with fix children

at Bretton. Harl. MSS. No. 2125. * King's Vale-Royal.

* A meeting of the corporation was held on the 13th of May, 1583, to ſettle how the Earl of Lei

ceſter ſhould be entertained; it was propoſed that there ſhould be a banquet, and that for the preſent

ſupply of money, all members of the corporation ſhould lend from zos. to 6s. 8d. according to their

degree. This intention was afterwards given up, and it was determined to preſent the earl with forty

angels of gold, in a cup valued at ISl. Harl. MSS. No. 1989. f. 302.

Harl. MSS. No. 2125. * Ibid. In King's Vale-Royal it is ſaid to have been in 16c 3.

* King's Vale-Royal, p. 21 1. and Harl. MSS. No. 2125. Hari. MSS. No. 2125.

* Extract from the Regiſter of the pariſh of Whitegate.—“ A. D. 1617, the 21ſt daye of Auguſt,

the ſame daye being Thurſdaye, King James came to Vale. Royal, and there kept his court until

Monday next after.” -

4 C 2 Qn
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On the 18th of September 1630, we are told that the Ducheſs of Tremouille *

mother-in-law of Lord Strange, was received at Cheſter even with greater ſtate

than King James; ſhe was met at Hoole-heath by at leaſt ſix hundred horſemen,

the corporation, the gentlemen of the artillery, &c. . A banquet was prepared for

her at the Pentice, and the annaliſt obſerves that it was ſaid, that there never were

ſo many knights, eſquires, and gentlemen, aſſembled together in Cheſter

before ".

One of the Cheſhire annaliſts has recorded, that on the 28th of March 164o,

the wife of John Owen, taylor, was brought to bed in the Caſtle-lane of four

children, all alive and chriſtened; “they were all females, and died the day after;”

the annaliſt obſerves, that this prognoſticated the troubles and ſickneſs which

after enſued ". º -

The firſt interruption of the peace, which happened at Cheſter, after the

commencement of the war between king Charles I. and his Parliament, was on

the 18th of Auguſt 1642, when a drum was beaten for the Parliament by order

of Sir William Brereton: the loyal citizens, who appear to have compoſed by far

the more numerous party, roſe in conſequence in arms, and Sir William Brereton,

who was afterwards commander-in-chief of the parliamentary forces in this county,

and to whoſe repeated aſſaults the city, after a long ſiege, was at length compelled

to yield, was, at the interceſſion of the mayor, (William Ince Eſq.,) with much

difficulty ſaved from the fury of the populace": not long after this the king

went to Cheſter for the purpoſe of ſecuring that city in his intereſt, and was

ſtaying there when Sir Richard Crane came from Prince Rupert with tidings

of ſome ſucceſſes obtained by his forces before Worceſter, and preſented to him the

colours taken on that occaſion'. The King and the Prince remained at the

biſhop's palace" at Cheſter, from the 23d to the 27th of September; when,

having given orders for fortifying the city, he returned through North-Wales

to Shrewſbury. The corporation preſented the King with 2001, and the Prince

with 1 col., and attended him on his road towards Wrexham *. The beginning

of the next ſummer by “the advice of Colonel Ellis, Major Sydney, and

other ſkilful engineers, a trench was cut, and mud-walls made from Dee-ſide,

without the bars, to Dee-fide at the New-Tower; the walls repaired and lined

with earth ; the New-gate and New-tower-gate, mured up; divers pieces of

cannon placed in convenient places, both for offence and defence, draw-bridges

* Wife of Claude de la Tremouille, Tuke of Thouars, Prince of Palmont, and mother of Charlotte,

Lady Strange, afterwards Counteſs of Derby, celebrated for her brave defence of Latham-houſe.

• Harl. MSS. N° 2125. ! Ibid. * Randal Holme's Narrative of the Siege of Cheſter.

Harl. MSS. N° 2155. f. 97. * Clarendon's Hiſtory of the Rebellion, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 34.

* Harl. MSS. N 2125. * Ibid.

at
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at the North-gate, Eaſt-gate bridge, and caſtle, made; and turnpikes at all the

outworks, as bars, Cow-lane-end, without the North-gate, and at the mount at

Dee-lane-end, by Little-St.-John’s ; beſides ſeveral mounts, pit-falls, and other

devices, to ſecure the out-works, and annoy the enemy’s approach to the city.”

The out-works are deſcribed as beginning “about the middle of that part of

the city walls, which lies between the New-tower (looking towards Hawarden)

and the North-gate, and proceeding towards the ſtone-bridge, leading towards

Blacon; inclining then to the north-eaſt, and taking in the utmoſt limits of the

further North-gate-ſtreet, then turning eaſtward, near Flooker's-brook, and en

compaſſing Horn-lane, the juſting-croft, and all that part of the town to

Boughton; from whence the works were carried to the brink of the river.”

Sir Nicholas Byron was ſent by the King to be colonel-general of Cheſhire,

and governor of Cheſter"; in which ſituation he appears to have continued till he

was taken priſoner by the parliamentary forces, between Cheſter and Nantwich,

in Jan. 1644 * : it appears nevertheleſs that Sir Abraham Shipman acted as

governor of Cheſter in November and December 1643; Sir William Legge,

lieutenant-general of the ordnance, was made governor of Cheſter in May 1644;

and continued in that ſituation in the month of Auguſt following ‘; in the latter

month Colonel Marrow either ſucceeded Sir William Legge, or acted as lieutenant

governor. During the latter part of the ſiege Lord Byron, ſon of Sir Nicholas,

had the government of the garriſon. -

On the 18th of July Sir William Brereton came with his forces before Cheſter,

and on the 20th made a violent aſſault on the works, but was repulſed ": ſoon

afterwards Spital-Boughton-chapel was pulled down, and ſeveral houſes and

barns in the neighbourhood, to prevent their affording harbour to the beſiegers.

In the month of November following, Sir William Brereton, being then at

Hawarden, and renewing his threats againſt the city, the ſuburbs of Handbridge,

Over-Legh-Hall, Bache-Hall, and Flooker’s-brook-Hall, were burnt down by

order of the governor, for the ſame purpoſe ". In Feb. 1644-5, Great-Boughton

* Randal Holme’s Narrative. * MS. Narrative of the Siege of Cheſter, from which Mr. Broſter's

printed Hiſtory of the Siege is chiefly taken. See p. 468. * Clarendon, ii. 145, 8vo. * Whit.

locke, p. 76. * Harl. MSS. Nº 2 135. f. 22. and 60. " Narrative of the Siege of Cheſter.

* Beſides theſe, Brewer's-Hall, on the other fide of the Dee; Nun’s-Hall, Sir William Brereton's ;

Dutton-Hall, in upper North-gate-ſtreet, Mr. Jolly's ; Hoole-Hall, Mr. Bunbury's ; Lord Cholmon

deley’s Hall, in St. John’s church-yard; and the houſes of Mr. Gamul and Mr. Werden, were all de

ftroyed; ſome by the beſiegers, but moſtly by the beſieged, for the purpoſe above-mentioned : the ca.

thedral and St. John's church ſuſtained great injury, the whole damage being eſtimated at 200,0col.

The burning of Handbridge, as Randal Holme obſerved, cauſed the ruin of ſome hundreds of

people. Harl, MSS. N° 2155.

4. ſhared
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ſhared the ſame fate, and the hoſpital and chapel of St. John without the North

gate were raſed to the ground", a party of the parliamentary forces being then

ſtationed at Chriſtleton. Prince Rupert having been appointed generaliſſimo of

Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, arrived at Cheſter on the 11th of March, being received

with much joy, and entertained with public feaſts: in the month of June fol

lowing, the city works were much improved by the Prince's engineers, the

mud-walls were heightened, ſeveral new mounts made, and trenches cut . On

the 18th of Aug. Colonel Marrow, then governor, received his death's-wound in

a ſkirmiſh with a party of Sir William Brereton's forces: Prince Rupert was

then in the garriſon, and the next day made an unſucceſsful fally, with two

regiments of horſes. In the month of Očtober 1644, Cheſter was blockaded by

Sir William Brereton". Prince Maurice was at Cheſter in the months of February

and March 1645, and cauſed a proteſtation or teſt, to be tendered to the

inhabitants: after the prince was gone the parliamentary army came again from

Wales, and fixing their quarters ſo near to the city, as Nether-Legh, made an

attack upon it from Handbridge, but were repulſed. After this attack Hand

bridge was again burnt by the citizens, together with all the glovers’ houſes,

under the walls, and the houſes without Water-gate". On the 20th of May 1645,

Sir William Brereton drew off his forces from Cheſter; on the 22d the ſiege was

raiſed, and the town relieved by the King's forces.

On the 19th of September, Colonel Jones having drawn off a large party of

his forces from the ſiege of Beeſton caſtle, marched by night to Cheſter, and

ſtormed the out-works before day-break. The attack was ſo ſudden, that

they not only poſſeſſed themſelves of Boughton, but St. John's church, the

ſteeple of which they turned into a battery"; and a great part of the ſuburbs, with

the mayor's houſe, (where they ſeized the ſword and mace), before the garriſon

were well prepared for their defence; but no impreſſion was made on the city

itſelf, before the King, who was on his march thither, when he heard of Colonel

Jones's ſucceſs, arrived at Cheſter, on the 23d of September. His Majeſty lodged

at Sir Francis Gamul’s houſe, near the bridge: on the 25th, the battle of

Rowton-heath was fought, between Sir Marmaduke Langdale, who had the

command of the forces which accompanied the King for the relief of Cheſter,

and major Poyntz, who came to the relief of the beſiegers. This battle, which

proved ſo fatal to his cauſe, the King had the mortification of ſeeing, firſt from

the leads of the Phoenix-tower, and afterwards from St. Werburgh's ſteeple,

_º -

* Randal Holme's Narrative. ºf Ibid, * Whitlocke. * Ibid.

* Randal Holme's Narrative. * Ibid.

I where
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where a ſhot from ſome of the aſſailants’ works killed an officer with whom he

was converſing by his fide'. His Majeſty was attended by the mayor, Sir Francis

Gamul, and alderman Cowper: he remained that night at Cheſter, and on the

morrow, not without ſome danger, eſcaped with five hundred horſe to Denbigh

caſtle, whither he was attended by Mr. Cowper and Sir Francis Gamul.

The King, before he quitted Cheſter, commiſſioned Lord Byron to ſurrender

the garriſon, if he ſaw no hopes of aſſiſtance within eight days; the brave governor

defended it nevertheleſs for more than four months. The beſiegers now re--

poſſeſſed themſelves of the ſuburbs, and on the 29th made a breach in the walls

near the New-gate, but were prevented from forcing an entrance. From the firſt

to the ninth of O&tober, the beſiegers made various unſucceſsful attempts upon the

walls; on that day Sir William Mainwaring and Captain Adlington were killed

in the ſtreet ".

“By this time,” (ſays Randal Holme,) “our women are all on fire, ſtriving

through a gallant emulation to out-do our men, and will make good our yield

ing walls, or loſe their lives to ſhew they dare attempt it. The work goes

forwards, and they, like ſo many valiant Amazons, do outface death and dare

danger, though it lurke in every baſket; ſeven are ſhot, and three ſlain; yet they

ſcorn to leave their matchleſs undertaking, and thus they continue for ten days

ſpace, poſſeſſing the beholders that they are immortal. Our ladies likewiſe, like

ſo many exemplary goddeſſes, create a matchleſs forwardneſs in the meaner forts

by their dirty undertakings, that he who ſaw them would have thought a

hundred ſuns eclipſed, at leaſt-ways clouded with our loyal duſt, had he been in

that place, which they wipe off with ſuch a pleaſing ſmile, that they ſeem rather

ſilent ſolicitors of a new deformity, than willing partners with that purchaſed
n > 3

honour".” About this time the beſiegers made a bridge of boats, which the

citizens made ſeveral ineffectual attempts to deſtroy ; the Dee-mills and the water

tower, were ſeveral times attacked by the beſiegers, and the citizens were kept

in perpetual alarm by renewed aſſaults, and by the exploſion of hand-granadoes,

the effects of which are minutely deſcribed by Randal Holme *.

On

* Randal Holme. * See Whitlocke, 185; and Randal Holme's Narrative.

* Harl. MSS. N° 2155.

* Some of his deſcriptions are expreſſed in a very whimſical manner, ill according with the

nature of the ſcenes which he deſcribes: the following may ſerve for a ſpecimen : ſpeaking of the

miſchief cauſed by the burſting of ſome granadoes December 10, he ſays, “Two houſes in the Water

gate-ſtreet ſkip joint from joint, and create an earthquake, the main-poſts joſtle each other, while

the frighted caſements fly for fear; in a word, the whole fabrick is a perfeót chaos, lively ſet forth in

this metamorphoſis; the grand-mother, mother, and three children, are ſtruck ſtarke dead and buried in

the
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On the 1 oth of December, Colonel Booth, with the Lancaſhire forces, joined

Sir William Brereton in his blockade of Cheſter, when ſuch diſpoſitions were

made, “that the city was quite encompaſſed, nor was ever any place more

ſtraitly beleagued P,” ſo that the town and garriſon were obliged to feed on

horſes, dogs, and cats; notwithſtanding this diſtreſs, they refuſed nine ſeveral

ſummonſes, nor did they anſwer the tenth, till they had received undoubted

aſſurance that there was no hope of any ſuccours. No ſhot was fired after the

25th of December 3; a treaty was then ſet on foot, which was carried on for

ſeveral weeks by commiſſioners on each ſide: the reſult was that the city and

caſtle were ſurrendered on the third of February 1646, upon terms equally

honourable to the beſiegers, and to the beſieged . Sir William Brereton imme

diately took poſſeſſion of the caſtle, with its ordnance and arms, the county

palatine ſeal, ſword, and records: purſuant to one of the articles of the treaty,

two thouſand ſtand of arms, and five hundred and twenty head-pieces were

brought into the caſtle-court; the ſword and mace were reſtored to the city, but

contrary to the terms of the treaty, the parliamentary army pulled down the high

croſs; defaced the choir of the cathedral; deſtroyed the organ; broke the painted

glaſs in all the church-windows, and demoliſhed all the fonts".

In the month of May 1648, ſome attempts being then on foot in the north

for reſtoring the King's power, the fortifications at Cheſter were put in complete

repair'. In the month of Auguſt following, Captain Oldham formed a plan

for ſeizing the city and caſtle, for the uſe of the King, but the deſign being

diſcovered, they both ſuffered death". In July 1649, Colonel Robert Duken

field was appointed governor of Cheſter : in 1651, the Earls of Derby and

the ruins of this humble edifice.”—“About midnight they ſhoot ſeven more, one of theſe lights in

an old man's bed-chamber, almoſt dead with age, and ſends him ſome days ſooner to his grave, than

perhaps was given him: — the next day, (December 11,) fix more breake in upon us, one of which

perſuades an old woman to bear the old man company to heaven, becauſe the times were evil.”

Harl. MSS. N° 215 °. f. t. 12.

* MS. Narrative of the Siege. * Randal Holme.

* The governor, Lord Byron, was to march with due attendance, and to have two coaches and

four for his lady and other ladies and gentlemen in his ſuit; to take eighty of his books, and all his

deeds and evidences, and MSS. ; all other noblemen and officers, according to their ranks, to have a

proportionate attendance, and to be allºwed to take a limited ſum of money; the citizens to be ſecured

in their perſons, goods, and liberties ; no churches, or any evidences, or writings belonging to them

to be injured; the caſtle without any injury to be delivered up to Sir William Brereton, with all

the ordnance, arms, records, &c alſo the horſes, arms, &c. not to be taken away from the garriſon, but

to be brought into the caſtle-court, &c. &c.

* Randal Holme. * Whitlocke. * MS. Narrative of the Siege of Cheſter.

* Perfeót Diurnal.

Lauderdale,
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Lauderdale, were priſoners in the caſtle ". When Sir George Booth put himſelf at

the head of a formidable inſurre&ion againſt the then ruling powers, in the year

1659, he took poſſeſſion of Cheſter, and appointed Colonel Croxton governor,

who after Sir George's defeat at Northwich, on the 16th of Auguſt, ſurrendered

it to General Lambert, on his firſt ſummons *.

In the month of November 1688, Lord Molineux and Lord Aſton, two Roman

catholic peers, ſeized Cheſter for King James". Upon the approach of the

rebels from the north in the year 1745, this city was garriſoned with ſeveral

regiments of ſoldiers, commanded by the Earl of Cholmondeley, and his brother

the general; the walls were lined with guards day and night; the gates were

ſecured, and no one allowed to go in or out without a paſs-port: the engineer had

prepared a plan for extending the works of the garriſon, but it was not carried

into execution. -

Cheſter having been the metropolis of the little ſovereignty, with which Hugh

Lupus and his ſucceſſors were inveſted by King William the Conqueror, the caſtle,

built by that monarch, became their palace; the ancient hall, which ſtood in the

lower-ward, and had of late years been uſed as the ſhire-hall", bore Hugh Lupus's

name *; the court of Exchequer, adjoining to the end of the great hall, was

ſaid to have been the room" in which the Earls held their parliament. A

ſurvey of the caſtle of Cheſter, made in 1624, ſtates that the ſhire-hall was

much decayed, and the chapel much more ruinous than before. Among rooms

mentioned in this ſurvey, are the Great-chamber, the Prince's-chamber, and the

hall to the Prince’s chamber *. -

Moſt of the ancient buildings of the caſtle were begun to be taken down in

the year 1789, for the purpoſe of erecting a new county gaol', ſhire-hall, &c.

The county gaol, (called the gaol of the caſtle of Cheſter,) the ſhire-hall, the

* Perfect Diurnal, September 29, 1651. * See Lord Clarendon, and Heath.

* Howell's Medul. Hiſt. Ang. - -

* There appears to have been formerly a ſhire-hall without the caſtle walls. In 1581, the citizens

having obtained from the queen a grant of the old ſhire hall, for the ſum of 401.; removed it from the

fide of the caſtle, to North-gate-ſtreet; the upper part was then made a ſtore-houſe for the ſtowage

of corn and other proviſions of the queen, for the ſervice of Ireland; the lower part was uſed by

the city for a butcher's ſhambles. Harl. MSS. N° 2020. f. 421. & N° 2125.

* Pennant deſcribes this hall as about ninety-nine feet in length, and forty-five in breadth ; the

height very aweful; the roof ſupported by wood-work, in a bold ſtyle, carved; and placed on the

ſides, reſting on ſtout brackets. Tour in Wales, i. 165. -

* Pennant deſcribes this room as having two ſeats at the upper end, with Gothic arches, for the

earl and the abbot, and eight on one ſide for the eight barons. Tour in Wales, i. 166

* Harl. MSS. N° 2091. f. 31 o. -

* The ačt for taking down and re-building the gaol at Cheſter paſſed in 1788; and an ad to grant

farther powers for this purpoſe in 1827. - -

Wol. II. f 4 D protho.
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prothonotary’s-office, and record-rooms, now occupy the ſouth-eaſt fide of

the ancient lower-ward. The gaol, a ſpacious and commodious ſtructure, was

completed and opened in the year 1798. The ſhire-hall, ſituated in the centre

of the lower-ward, is a magnificent ſtructure; each of the columns of the portico,

being twelve in number, is formed of one ſtone, twenty-three feet in height,

from the Manley quarry; there are alſo twelve columns within the hall, each of

one ſtone, nineteen feet in height, beſides the capital; theſe are of the Ionic

order, thoſe of the portico, of the Doric; the hall is eighty feet by fifty, and

forty-four feet in height; the ſouth-eaſt fide is ſemi-circular. On the ſouth-weſt fide

of the lower-ward is an armory, completed in the year 1807, capable of con

taining thirty-thouſand ſtand of arms . All theſe buildings have been erected

from the deſigns, and under the ſuperintendance of Mr. Harriſon; the armory

at the joint expence of the crown and county; the others at the ſole expence

of the eounty, having been defrayed out of the revenues of the Weever na

vigation. The north-eaſt and north-weſt ſides of the area were occupied by

the barracks, which are now in part taken down, and an exchequer-court, to

be uſed occaſionally as a ſeſſions-houſe ; new-barracks are begun to be

erected near the ſame ſite. All the upper-ward, or Ballium of the caſtle", re

mains, except the gate-way which ſeparated the two wards: at the ſouth-eaſt

angle is the ancient building, called Julius Caeſar's-tower, now uſed as a magazine

for gun-powder. A new magazine is now erecting in a more ſecure place, in

the foſſe under the battery, on the ſouth-weſt fide of the upper-ward; in the

ſame ward are ſtore-rooms, and apartments belonging to the governor, which are

occupied by the officers of the fort and barracks, except during the aſſizes, when

the judges reſide in the caſtle, of which the chief juſtice has then the cuſtody,

and gives the watch-word.

The caſtle is uſually garriſoned by two companies of invalids', and is under

the command of a governor, lieutenant-governor, and conſtable. The conſtable

has the charge of the priſoners, both criminals and debtors, the ſheriff not having

any authority over either: he holds his office for life by patent from the crown,

his fee being 18l. per ann. Mr. Matthew Hudſon is the preſent conſtable.

When the city of Cheſter was made a county of itſelf, in the reign of Henry VII.,

the caſtle, with its precinóts, was excepted, and ſtill continues attached to the

ſhire, being extra-parochial.

* See the annexed plan of theſe buildings, with which we have been favoured by Mr. Harriſon, the

archite&.

* See the more ancient parts deſcribed under the head of Caſtles, &c. in the introdućtion, p. 455,

where will be found an antient plan, &c. of the caſtle, and a view of Hugh Lupus’s Hall, &c.

* In time of war generally by a detachmºnt of regulars, or the militia.

In
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In the townſhip of Glovers-ſtone, adjoining the caſtle, the bodies of convićts

left for execution are delivered by the conſtable, or his deputy, to the city-ſheriffs,

whoſe office it has been from time immemorial to ſee the ſentence of the law

fulfilled within their own limits. There have been various unſatisfactory con

jećtures reſpe&ting the origin of this cuſtom, which is ſufficiently elucidated by

ſome ancient records of the corporation. It is ſtated in an inquiſition taken in

the year 1321, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the tolls payable at each of the

city gates, that the mayor and citizens, as keepers of the north-gate, had a right

to certain tolls, for which privilege they were bound to watch the ſaid gate,

and the priſoners in the priſon of the Earl there impriſoned, to keep the key

of the felons' gallows; to hang up the condemned criminals; to execute the

ſentence of pillory; proclaim the ban of the Earl within the city", &c. &c.

Another record, entitled, “ the claims of the citizens of Cheſter,” after

reciting their claim to various privileges and immunities, ſtates that there

were certain cuſtomary tenants of the city, ſixteen in number, who by their

tenure were bound to watch the city three nights in the year, which are ſpecified,

and alſo to watch and bring up felons and thieves condemned, as well in the court

of the juſticiary of Cheſter in the county there, as before the mayor of Cheſter

in full crown-mote, as far as the gallows, for their ſafe condućt and charge, under

the penalty which thereto attaches; for which ſervices the ſaid cuſtomary tenants

had certain privileges and exemptions'. This record is without date, but from

the names of Sir Hugh Hulſe and ſome others, to whom the houſes to which

theſe ſervices were attached belonged, it appears to have been about the year 14oo.

Some houſes, held by this tenure, ſtill pay a compoſition of five ſhillings each,

called Execution Rents, in lieu of the ſervice above-mentioned, which is per

formed by the ſheriffs.

The moſt ancient religious houſe in Cheſter was that of St. Peter and St. Paul,

which formerly occupied the fite of what was afterwards the abbey of St.

Werburgh. Some writers have aſſerted that a nunnery was founded at Cheſter, by

Wulphere, King of Mercia, and that his daughter Werburgh, afterwards cano

nized, was the abbeſs; but for this there is no authority. It is better aſcer.

tained that about two hundred years after Wulphere's time, there was a monaſtery

at Cheſter, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and that the bones of St. Wer

burgh were removed thither for ſecurity, during an invaſion of the Danes in 875 ".

It

* Black book of the city of Cheſter, p. 20. ! Ibid. p. 27.

" Henry Bradſhaw, in his life of this ſaint gives an account of her ſhrine being received at Cheſter

with great ſolemnity, and being depoſited in the old church of St. Peter and St. Paul. He relates

many legendary tales of the miraculous preſervation of the city, by the interpoſition of St. Werburgh,

4 D 2 particularly
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It is not certainly known of what ſex the religious of this convent were, but we

learn that having fallen into a ſtate of decay, it was rebuilt and enlarged in the

reign of King Athelſtan, by Ethelfleda counteſs of Mercia, who placed in it

ſecular canons, and altered the patron ſaints from St. Peter and St. Paul, to St.

Oſwald, and St. Werburgh'. Leofric Earl of Mercia is ſaid to have been a

great benefačtor to this convent, and to have repaired its decayed buildings. In

the year 1003, Hugh Lupus, Earl of Cheſter, having expelled the ſecular canons,

founded an abbey of Benedićtine monks", under the dire&ion of the celebrated

Anſelm, afterwards archbiſhop of Canterbury, whom he invited over to England

for that purpoſe. The founder ended his days in this monaſtery, in the year 11o 1,

having been profeſſed a monk, as it is ſaid, three days before his deceaſe'.

This monaſtery, which was munificently endowed by Hugh Lupus, and enriched

by the donations of numerous benefactors, continued in opulence and ſplendour

till the general diſſolution of religious houſes in the reign of Henry VIII., when

its revenues were eſtimated at 10031, 55. 11d. clear yearly income. There are now

ſcarcely any other remains of the abbey than the refečtory, which is occupied as a

grammar-ſchool, and the gateway: the abbot's hall was ſtanding in 1649".

About three years after the diſſolution, the King changed the conventual into a

cathedral-church, to be called the cathedral-church of Chriſt, and the bleſſed Virgin

Mary; and placed in it a dean, and ſix prebendaries; Thomas Clerk, the laſt

abbot, became the firſt dean; Henry Man, the ſecond dean, afterwards biſhop

of Sodor and Man, had been a Carthuſian monk at Sion. Cheſter was at the

ſame time made a biſhop's fee, and John Bird, who had been provincial of the

Carmelites, and afterwards biſhop of Bangor, was appointed the firſt biſhop ".

Ample endowments conſiſting of manors, reëtories, advowſons, &c. which had

belonged to the diſſolved monaſtery of St. Werburgh, were given to the biſhop,

particularly in one inſtance, where he tells us that the army of Griffin King of Wales, then be

fieging the city, was ſtricken with blindneſs, in conſequence of the ſaint’s ſhrine being placed on

the walls. Henry Bradſhaw's Life of St. Werburgh. * Henry Bradſhaw ſpeaking of

Hugh Lupus's foundation ſays,

“The founder alſo buylded within the monaſterie,

Many mighty places convenient for religion,

Compaſed with ſtronge walles on the weſt partie,

And on the other ſyde, with walles of the towne,

Cloſed at every ende with a ſure poſtron.

in ſouth part the cimiterie environed rounde aboute,

For a ſure defence ennemies to holde oute.”

* Ordericus Vitalis inter Hiſt. Norman. Scrip. p. 787. * See Willis's Cathedrals. A more

particular account of the preſent ſtate of the abbey buildings will be found in p. 452, 453.

* He was deprived by queen Mary for being married, and died in 1556. and
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and to the dean and chapter. By ſome unfortunate circumſtances, which occurred

not long afterwards, the dean and chapter loſt the eſtates", which had been

intended by King Henry for their endowment, getting in lieu of them only certain

fee-farm rents iſſuing out of the ſame manors, which were incapable of improve

ment P. The appointment of the prebendaries as well as of the dean was originally

in the crown, but in the reign of Philip and Mary the appointment of the preben

daries was given to the biſhop and his ſucceſſors. The biſhop's palace was wholly

rebuilt at the expence of 22col. by biſhop Keene ſoon after his promotion to the

ſee in 1752 *. -

* The original grant compriſed the manors of Bromborough, Barnſhaw, Tilſton-Fernall, Huntington,

Ince, Ireby, Salghton, Sutton in Wirrall, and Upton; the great tithes of St. Oſwald in Cheſter,

Bromborough, Ince, Neſton, Preſtbury, Shotwick, Sutton, Weſt-Kirkby, Upton, and Willaſton in

Cheſhire, and Campden in Clouceſterſhire; and the advowſons of St. Mary's and St. Peter’s in Cheſter,

Aſtbury, Bebington, Chriſtleton, Coddington, Dodleſton, Eaſtham, Handley, Neſton, Northenden,

Preſtbury, Thurſtatton, and Weſt. Kirkby in Cheſhire, and Campden in Glouceſterſhire.

* Sir Richard Cotton, comptroller of the houſhold to King Edward VI., having procured the im

priſonment of dean Cliffe, and two of the prebendaries of Cheſter in the Fleet-priſon, wrought upon

them by intimidation to convey almoſt the whole of their eſtates to him, reſerving only a yearly rent of

603 l. 18s. 10d. to the chapter. The two ſucceeding deans endeavoured to ſet afide this bargain

as extorted by compulſion, and at length the chapter having diſcovered that the original grant to

their predeceſſors, by King Henry VIII., was null in conſequence of the accidental omiſſion of the

word Cºſìrie, in the deſcription of the grantees, made this circumſtance known in a petition to the

queen, wherein they prayed that as, in conſequence of this flaw, the right was veſted in the crown,

ſhe would grant theſe eſtates which had been illegally obtained by Sir Richard Cotton, to them,

purſuant to her royal father's intention. Sir Richard it ſhould be obſerved, doubting the legality

of his proceedings, had ſold the eſtates in queſtion ſome years before, to ſeveral Cheſhire gentle

men for ſmall prices. In conſequence of this petition the matter was argued in the exchequer,

by ſerjeant Popham for the crown, and Mr. Egerton, (afterwards lord chancellor,) for the fee

farmers, who were in poſſeſſion of the lands, and a ſecond time, by ſerjeant Gaudye for the crowa,

and Mr. Plowden for the fee-farmers. The latter, finding that they were likely to loſe their cauſe,

engaged the Earl of Leiceſter in their intereſt, by giving him ſix years' rent of the land; the Earl in

conſequence procured the law proceedings to be ſtopped, and a commiſſion to be iſſued for hearing

the matter before himſelf and other lords of the privy council. The event was, that both parties

ſurrendered all the eſtates in queſtion to the queen, who, in the year 1579, granted them to the ſeveral

fee-farmers, ſubjećt to certain rents payable out of each, which at the ſame time ſhe granted to the

dean and chapter; theſe rents form the principal part of their preſent endowment. See a full account

of all the proceedings among the Harleian MSS. in the Britiſh Muſeum, N° 2063. p. 90–113;

and Nº. 2071. f. 166, 167.

Several of the manors, and other lands, which had belonged to the abbot and convent of Cheſter,

and were included in King Henry's charter, were claimed by Peter and Edw. Grey, under a general

grant of concealed lands in Cheſhire, made to them by Queen Elizabeth. Their intereſt in theſe

eſtates was conveyed to Boſtock and Hitchcock, and became veſted in the latter, as the ſurvivor:

moſt of the fee-farmers of the ſeveral eſtates purchaſed Hitchcock's intereſt in them, to make their

titles the more ſecure. Harl. MSS. N° 267 l. f. 166, 167.

* Colcs MSS. Brit. Muſeum. Vol. xxix. fol. 33,34, 35.

Jt.



574 C H E S H I R. E.

It appears that the cathedral church of St. Werburgh ſuffered great injury

during the civil war, and continued in a very dilapidated ſtate in 1656. The

preſent ſtate of its buildings having been already deſcribed, we ſhall here only

obſerve in addition that the length from eaſt to weſt is three hundred and forty

eight feet, and the width of the choir and nave ſeventy-four feet fix inches, and

make mention of the more remarkable monuments and monumental inſcriptions.

Among thoſe whoſe memory is here recorded, may be enumerated the names of

Dr. George Hall' (1668), Dr. Nicholas Stratford (1707), and Dr. Samuel Peploe

(1752), biſhops of Cheſter; Sir William Mainwaring, who loſt his life during

the fiege of Cheſter in 1644'; Dr. James Arderne, dean of Cheſter, 1688";

Mrs. Barbara Dod, 1703"; Laurence Fogg, S. T. P. 1718 ‘; Lieutenant-Gen.

* Lee's Chronicon Ceſtrienſe, Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 46. * Biſhop Hall's monument has

lately been removed from the eaſt end of the choir to the weſt end of the nave.

* On Sir William Mainwaring's monument, which has lately been removed from the eaſt end of the

choir to the weſt end of the nave, is the following inſcription:—“To the perpetual memory of the

eminently loyal Sir William Wainwaring knight, eldeſt ſon of Edmund Mainwaring Eſq. chancellor

of the county-palatine of Cheſter, of the ancient family of the Mainwarings of Peover, in the ſaid

county, who died in the ſervice of his prince and country, in the defence of the city of Cheſter,

wherein he merited fingular honour for his fidelity, courage, and condućt. He left by Heſter his

lady, (daughter and heireſs unto Chriſtopher Waſe, in the county of Bucks Eſq.,) four ſons and two

daughters. His eldeſt daughter Judith married unto Sir John Buſby of Addington, in the county of

Bucks, Knight; his youngeſt daughter Heſter unto Sir Grobham How, of Kempley in the county of

Glouceſter, Knight. He died honourably but immaturely in the 29th year of his age, Oétober 9,

1644. His lady relićt erected this monument of her everlaſting love, and his never dying honour.

O&tober 25, 1671.”

* Dean Arderne, who was author of “Direétions concerning the matter and ſtyle of ſermons,”

and other works, is ſaid to have been defigned by King James II. for the biſhoprick of Cheſter on the

death of Biſhop Cartwright, which happened on the eve of the Revolution; and it is farther ſaid, that

in conſequence of his attachment to that monarch, he received feveral affronts and indignities from the

populace (A. Wood's Athen. Oxon.). The dean gave his whole eſtate by will “to the glory of

God and the ſervice of the cathedral church of Cheſter, and more particularly for the founding a library

of books, to be ſet up in the chapter-houſe there, and as a ſtock for defending the rights and privileges

of the dean and chapter, and to be diſpoſed of as ſhould be moſt conducive to the welfare of the

cathedral,” and appointed the dean and chapter his executors. This diſpoſition of his property is

ſpoken of in his epitaph as follows : “he gave the ſubſtance of his bequeathable eſtate to the cathedral,

which gift, his will was, ſhould be mentioned, that clergymen may confider whether it be not a ſort

of ſacrilege to ſweep away all from the church and charity, into the poſſeſſion of their lay kindred who

are not needy.” Upon a partition of the eſtates of the Done family, which had deſcended to the

Ardernes under a decree of chancery in 1725, one-ſixth part of the manors of Tarporley, Utkinton,

&c. and of the advowſon of the church of Tarporley, was apportioned to the dean and chapter, and

has been from time to time applied by them according to the donor’s will.

* This lady deviſed her lands in Boughton and Childer-Thornton to the ſix minor canons of Cheſter

cathedral, which circumſtance is recorded in her epitaph.

* Author of “Treatiſes on the Chriſtian Religion,” and other theological works.

Whitley,
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Whitley, 1771; Samuel Peploe, LL.D., chancellor of Cheſter and warden of

Mancheſter, 1781; John Hamilton Eſq. M. P. ſecretary of the war department

in Ireland, and only ſon of Sir Robert Hamilton of Silverton-Hall, Bart. 1781;

William Smith, D.D. dean of Cheſter, 1787 *; Sir Charles Levinge Bart. 1796;

and the Rev. George Travis, archdeacon of Cheſter, 1797 °. In Webb’s Itine

rary, printed in King's Vale-Royal, are the epitaphs of Dr. William Downham

biſhop of Cheſter, who died in 1577; Dr. George Lloyd, biſhop of Cheſter,

1615; Dr. John Lloyd, an eminent civilian, 1607, and ſome others, which have

been either removed or obliterated. Many braſs plates with effigies of abbots and

other eccleſiaſtics had been removed before Webb’s account was written ".

In the ſouth aiſle of the cathedral is an altar-tomb, which by a tradition, deſti

tute, as we have already ſhewn “, of any foundation, has long been ſaid to be that of

Henry IV., Emperor of Germany". It appears by ſome notes of the third Randal

Holme, written about the middle of the 17th century, that there was at that time

the figure of an emperor in his robes and crown, painted in oil colours on the top

ſtone of this tomb". This had been done probably at no very remote period, by

order of one of the abbots who believed in the tradition. The lady's chapel, at

the eaſt end of the cathedral, was formerly uſed as the confiſtory court, where

biſhop Coates ſat for the trial of heretics in the reign of Queen Mary, and gave

judgment on George Marſh'. The ſouth tranſept of the cathedral, which forms

the church of the pariſh of St. Oſwald, will be elſewhere ſpoken of.

The Benedićtine nunnery of St. Mary at Cheſter, has been generally ſuppoſed to

have been founded by Randal, ſecond Earl of Cheſter; but his charter, which ſeems

to have been erroneouſly printed in the Monaſticon, as a foundation charter, appears

on peruſal to be a grant to the prioreſs and nuns of a piece of ground to build

7 His monument is by Nollekens.

* Dr. Smith’s monument, which is by Banks, has the following inſcription; “Sacred to the

memory of William Smith, D.D. dean of this cathedral, and reëtor of Weſt-Kirkby and Handley in

this county, who died the 12th of January 1787, in the ſeventy-ſixth year of his age. As a ſcholar his

reputation is perpetuated by his valuable publications, particularly his corre&t and elegant tranſla

tions of Longinus, Thucydides, and Xenophon; as a preacher he was admired and eſteemed by his

reſpective anditories, and as a man his memory remains inſcribed in the hearts of his friends.”

* Archdeacon Travis’s monument is ornamented with a medallion of the deceaſed, by Turner, and

has the following inſcription.—“Sacred to the memory of the Rev. George Travis, M.A. late arch

deacon of Cheſter and vicar of Eaſtham in this county, who departed this life February 24, 1797 :

he was a man whoſe extenſive learning, ačtive mind, and generous heart, were affiduouſly exerciſed in

the ſervice of religion, his country, and neighbour. His loſs will be long regretted, and his virtuea

ever revered. Reader, this eulegy is no flattery, but the fincere teſtimony of a ſurviving friend.”

* See Vale-Royal, part i. p. 36 and 53. : See p. 448; and the matter more largely diſ.

cuſſed, p. 553. “Vale-Royal, partii. p. 37, : Harl, MSS. N° 2111, f. 56.

: Wale-Royal, partii. p. 33. -

2. their
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their new church upon; which is a clear proof that the monaſtery had exiſted at

an earlier period; and there can be no doubt that it was the ſame monaſtery of

St. Mary which is ſpoken of in the Survey of Domeſday, as being ſituated near

the church of St. John. The learned editor of biſhop Tanner's Notitia makes a

query, whether the monaſtery of St. Mary, mentioned in the Domeſday Survey,

might not be ſome remains of an ancient nunnery which occupied the ſite of

St. Werburgh's ; but it may be obſerved, that the ſecular canons of St. Werburgh

are mentioned in the ſame page; and indeed, there is no very good evidence that

the convent of St. Werburgh, or, as it was originally called, St. Peter and St. Paul,

was ever occupied by nuns. The origin of the nunnery of St. Mary cannot

be traced : it is probably the ſame monaſtery of St. Mary which is men

tioned in the Survey of Domeſday, as being near the church of St. John's, and

that it was removed to a new ſite by Randal Earl of Cheſter, who has been gene

rally deemed the founder: this nunnery continued till the diſſolution of the

ſmaller monaſteries, when, though its revenues, according to Dugdale, did not

exceed 661. 18s. 4d. per ann. clear income, its community ſeem not to have

been ſmall, for it appears, that in the year 1553 nearly twenty years after the

ſurrender of the convent, there were thirteen of the nuns living and enjoying pen

fions. The ſite of this nunnery' was granted in 1541 to Urian Brereton the elder,

and Urian Brereton the younger.

Nuns-Hall continued to be a ſeat of the Breretons till the reign of Charles I.,

when it was deſtroyed during the fiege of the city . The fite which is now occu

pied as a garden exhibits ſcarcely any remains of buildings; it is the property of

E. O. Wrench Eſq., except a ſmall part which he has lately ſold to the county

as a convenient ſpace adjoining to the new buildings erecting at the caſtle.

A manſion now called Nuns-Hall, built probably ſoon after the civil war,

ſtands near the eaſt end of the Nuns' garden, but not on its fite, or connected

with it. This houſe was the property and reſidence of the Holmes, the

Cheſhire antiquaries, and belongs now to Mrs. Fairclough of Knutsford. It

appears by a record in the exchequer at Cheſter, that, in the year 1350, Cecil

de Compton was ſeiſed of a houſe in Northgate-ſtreet, which had been the

reſidence of a prioreſs and nuns". -

The three principal orders of friers had eſtabliſhments in Cheſter. The

monaſtery of White-friars or Carmelites, was founded in 1279, by Thomas

Stadham'; the foundation of the others is uncertain; the ſites of all three

were granted by King Henry VIII, to John Cokke", but ſoon paſſed into

* See a plan of the buildings of this monaſtery, p. 453. • Hiſtory of the fiege.

* Eſch, 2.3 Edw. III. : Speed. * Biſhop Tanner. -

- l different
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different hands. The monaſtery of White-friers, which was in the pariſh of

St. Martin, became the property of the lord-keeper Sir Thomas Egerton, by

whom the church, with its fine ſpire, which had been built only a century',

was taken down. One of the Cheſter annaliſts obſerves, that “in 1597 the

White-freeres ſteeple, curiouſly wrought, was taken downe and a faire houſe

built there by Sir Thomas Egerton, Knight, lord.keeper: a great pitie that the

ſteeple was put away, being a great ornament to the citie. This curious ſpire

ſteeple might ſtill have ſtood for grace to the city, had not private benefit, the

devourer of antiquitie, pulled it down with the church, and erected a houſe for

more commodity, which fince hath been of little uſe, ſo that the city loſt, ſo

goodly an ornament that tymes hereafter may more talk of it, being the only ſea

mark for direction over the bar of Cheſter".” Sir Thomas Egerton's houſe ſtood

between White-friers-ſtreet and Common.hall-lane; the ſite is now occupied by

dwelling-houſes and gardens belonging to various perſons; in one of the houſes

ſome of the old walls are ſtill viſible; a building, ſuppoſed to have been a chapel,

was taken down about the year 1795. A part of Sir Thomas Egerton's manſion,

facing Common-Hall, which was ſtanding in 1772, proved the ſcene of a moſt

dreadful calamity. This building was then occupied by a poor family, and the firſt

floor had been let out to a puppet-ſhow man, “and at the moment he was exhibiting

to a very full audience", by ſome unknown accident, eight hundred pounds weight

of gunpowder, which was lodged in a warehouſe beneath, then in the occupation

of a grocer, took fire, and blew up three ſtories: twenty-three people periſhed,

and eighty-three were much burnt and bruiſed".”

The fite of the Black-friers, which was alſo in St. Martin's pariſh, became the

ſeat of Sir Peter Warburton one of the juſtices of the Common Pleas, and de

ſcended to his grandſon Sir Thomas Stanley "; it ſtood on the north ſide of the

weſt end of Nicholas-ſtreet, formerly called Black-friers-lane, where part of an

ancient manſion is to be ſeen with the date 1591; this ſite ſtill belongs to the

Stanley family; the greater part has recently been granted out on building leaſes:

the vaults, ſpoken of by Mr. Pennant, have been built on and walled up.

The Grey-friers, which ſtood in the pariſh of the Holy Trinity, was ſome time

the property and ſeat of Sir Thomas Smith of Hatherton "; the ground, which

extends ſome way north of the weſt end of Water-gate-ſtreet, including Stanley.
* .

* In the Vale. Royal, p. 190. the ſteeple of the White-friers is faid to have been built in 1496;

other annaliſts ſay 1495. Harl. MSS. N° 2125. and Archdeacon Rogers's MS. * Harl. MSS.

N° 2125. " About 14o. * Pennant’s Wales, vol. i. p. 176. In the 8vo

Hiſtory of Cheſhire it is ſaid, that twenty-fix perſons were killed on the ſpot, and that ſix after

wards died of their wounds. * Archdeacon Rogers’s MSS. * Ibid.

Vol. II. 4 E place,
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place, was formerly called Grey-friers-croft; but it is more probable, that the

convent ſtood on the ſouth ſide of Water-gate-ſtreet, where, in the map of Cheſter

in Braun's “Civitates Orbis terrarum,” bearing date 1574, a large manſion is

repreſented, which we ſuppoſe to be that of Sir Thomas Smith, built on the ſite

of the Grey-friers: there are no remains of this manſion.

With reſpe&t to the monaſtery of St. Michael's in Cheſter, and the college of

the Holy Croſs, we know nothing of their foundation, hiſtory, or eſtabliſhment;

no records relating to either being extant. The exiſtence of ſuch religious houſes

is aſcertained by their being mentioned in records relating to other monaſteries".

The monaſtery of St. Michael which was confirmed to the prior and convent of

Norton by King Henry III. is ſuppoſed to have been in Bridge-ſtreet. -

Some lands, which now form part of the endowment of Witton ſchool, are ſaid

to have belonged to the monaſtery of St. Anne in Cheſter"; a manuſcript in the

Harleian colle&tion ſpeaks of the church of St. Anne in Cheſter, as ruinated and

not to be found, but adds, that the lands were remaining", and the new houſes

of St. Anne's in the Northgate-ſtreet are mentioned as a boundary of the debtors’

walks in the reign of Henry VIII.". All theſe, no doubt, allude to the hoſpital

of St. Anne, in St. John’s church-yard?: there are no records of any other re

ligious houſe in Cheſter dedicated to that ſaint.

. The foundation and eſtabliſhment of the collegiate church of St. John will be

more particularly noticed when we come to ſpeak of that pariſh.

It appears by the record of Domeſday, that in the eleventh century the imme

diate government of the city of Cheſter was veſted in twelve judges, ſelected

from the vaſſals of the King, the Earl, and the Biſhop, who, as being ſeverally

entitled to the penalties paid for various offences, were each intereſted in the deci

fions of a court of judicature: the particulars of the fines paid for each offence,

and to whom they were payable, are ſtated in the record. As the criminal laws by

which theſe penalties were regulated appear to have been local, ſome of the moſt

remarkable will be mentioned in the note *.

~

* See Biſhop Tanner. ‘ Harl. MSS. 2176. f. 97. " Ibid. 2125. f. 267. * See p. 301,

note (*). * It appears that the hoſpital of St. Anne had certain meſſuages in Northgate-ſtreat

as above-mentioned. See a rental of that hoſpital, Harl. MSS. N° 21 59. f. 112. -

* The fine for bloodſhed on certain holidays, which are ſpecified, was 20s, and on other days ros.;

for murder in a houſe, the forfeiture of lands and goods, and the party to be deemed an out-law ; for

man-ſlaughter on thoſe days 41, on other days 40s.; unchaſtity in a widow, zos.; in an unmarried

woman ior.; for a rape, if committed in a houſe, for robbery or inſurre&tion, 4os.; the making faiſe

meaſure, 4s. ; making bad ale, the puniſhment of the tumbrel, or a fine of 4*. In caſe of a fire, the

perſon in whoſe houſe it broke out was ſubječt to a fine, beſides a payment of 2:... to his next-door

weighbour,

Randal,
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Randal, the firſt Earl of Cheſter of that name, who died in 1128, granted to

the citizens the privilege of an excluſive trade, except at the two fairs; and this

privilege was confirmed by the ſucceeding Earls. The chief citizens had eſta

bliſhed themſelves into a gild mercatorial, of which the principal officer was called

a mayor, as early as the year 1242. King Edward I., by his charter bearing date

13oo, granted the city to the citizens in fee-farm, ſubjećt to an annual rent of

1ool. ; and the better to enable them to raiſe that ſum, gave them certain waſte

places to build on. This charter, among other privileges, empowered the mayor

and bailiffs to hold common pleas of the crown; the charter of Edward the

Black Prince granted ſome valuable privileges, and appropriated the North-gate

as a priſon for the city “. King Henry VII, in the firſt year of his reign, remitted

for ever to the citizens of Cheſter the ſum of Sol, per ann. being parcel of their

fee-farm rent; the remaining 201, is ſtill paid. The ſame monarch, by his charter

of the year 1506, made the city of Cheſter a county of itſelf, and incorporated

the citizens by the name and ſtyle of the Mayor and Citizens of Cheſter, the

body corporate to confiſt of a mayor, recorder, two ſheriffs, twenty-four alder

men (including the mayor and recorder) and forty common-council men, to be

choſen by the commonalty of the ſaid city; the election of officers to be yearly,

on the Friday after St. Dennis's-day; the ſheriffs to be choſen, one by the ma

jority of the mayor, aldermen, and ſheriffs then preſent, the other by the citizens

at large; the mayor to be choſen by the mayor, aldermen, and ſheriffs, out of

two perſons (not having ſerved the office of ſheriff for three years), who ſhould

be nominated by the citizens and commonalty. This charter alſo granted various

privileges to the mayor and corporation, among which was the juriſdićtion of the

river Dee, from Iron-bridge to Arnold’s-eye (now called the Red-ſtones), near .

Hoyle lake. King James the Firſt, in the firſt year of his reign, granted to the

mayor and citizens of Cheſter for ever the priſage of all wines brought into the

port of Cheſter, or any of the creeks thereof; it had been before leaſed to

Robert Singleton for thirty years".

On the 17th of September, 1659, the charter of the city of Cheſter was taken

away, and the corporation diſſolved by a vote of Parliament, which on the 17th

of the enſuing February was declared null and void*. In 1664 King Charles II.

* It appears by the inquifition ſpoken of in p. 571, that in the preceding reign it was a priſon be

longing to the Earl of Cheſter. * Harl. MSS. N° 2003. f. 746. : Mercurius Poli

ticus, March 1, 1660.

4 E 2 - confirmed
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confirmed the charter of Henry VII. with all the privileges belonging to the city,

but declared, that no recorder or town-clerk ſhould be elected or appointed,

without being previouſly approved by the crown. In the ſame reign, the King

having ſeized the franchiſes of the city into his own hands, granted the citizens a

new charter in the year 1684, with very ample privileges, accompanied with a

grant of the hoſpitals of St. John and St. Giles, but reſerving to the crown the

power of removing, at pleaſure, by order and under ſeal of the privy-council,

any or all of the corporate officers; which power appears to have been exerciſed

by King James, who diſplaced the mayor, recorder, and ſome other members of

the corporation. This monarch at the eve of the Revolution * reſtored all the

rights and privileges of the corporation, which had been granted to them by King

Henry VII, and confirmed by Queen Elizabeth.

The preſent mode of electing the officers of the corporation varies very little

from that preſcribed by the charter of Henry VII. ; the principal difference is,

that the firſt ſheriff is nominated by the newly-elected mayor : the recorder is

choſen by the mayor, aldermen, and common-council, as are the town-clerks

and the inferior officers of the corporation. A queſtion has frequently been agi

tated, whether the aldermen ſhould be ele&ted, as they now are, by the corpora

tion; or by the citizens at large, purſuant to the charter of King Henry VII.

This controverſy appears to have ariſen as early as the year 1572, when the citi

zens made an unſucceſsful attempt to recover the right of election as deſcribed

in King Henry's charter, continual uſage having even then been in favour of the

other mode", under a bye-law made in the year 1518. In 1693, the right

of election by the citizens at large was again brought forwards, and Roger

Whitley, who was then mayor (in which office he continued three years), being

favourable to it, this mode of ele&tion was conſented to by the corporation, and

continued till 1698, when at a general aſſembly the old mode of election was

confirmed'. In the year 1732, a quo warranto was brought by certain of the

citizens to try this long conteſted right; the cauſe was heard in 1735, before

Mr. Juſtice Werney, when the corporation pleaded ancient cuſtom and their bye

laws, and proved ſucceſsful. In 1784 a ſimilar proceeding took place, on which

occaſion the corporation grounded their right on the ſecond charter of King

Charles II., and gained their cauſe at the Shrewſbury aſſizes; but it was after

* His charter bears date the 26th of Ośtober, in the 4th year of his reign, : Records of the

corporation in the Town-clerk’s office, : Ibid.

8 wards
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wards determined by the Houſe of Lords, that this charter of Charles II. having

been only partially acted upon by the corporation for two or three years imme

diately after it was granted, could not be conſidered as accepted. The corporation,

however, relying as it ſeems, on the validity of their bye-laws and the ancient

cuſtom, which had been confirmed in 1735, have continued to elect their own

members, and the matter has not been fince called in queſtion.

Two of the common-council of this corporation are by the mayor annually

appointed leave-lockers. In ancient times, before the name or office of mayor

exiſted in this city, the leave-lookers are ſuppoſed to have been its chief officers.

Their office now is to inſpect the markets, to ſee that the cuſtoms and duties be

longing to the corporation are duly paid, and that no ſtrangers exerciſe their

trade within the limits of the city. Another ancient office is that of the mu

rengers, whoſe duty it is to receive the murage duties, and ſuperintend their

expenditure in the repair of the walls: two murengers, generally the two ſenior

aldermen, are annually appointed by the mayor and other city magiſtrates. Two

of the aldermen alſo are annually appointed coroners and treaſurers: theſe offices

are generally held together by the two aldermen next in rotation to ſerve the

office of mayor.

By very ancient uſage confirmed by the charter of King Henry VII. the

mayor has a crown-mote and a port-mote", that is, the right of holding courts

for the trial of all criminals except traitors, and the determination of civil ačtions.

Theſe courts are held before the mayor, aſſiſted by the recorder, who paſſes ſen

tence of death, and reſpites at his pleaſure. Another court, denominated the Pen

tice-court, ſuppoſed to have been more ancient than the others, although the firſt

roll now preſerved bears date a few years later', is held before the ſheriffs, and has

cognizance by plaint of all perſonal ačtions to any amount; but its juriſdićtion

does not extend on the river Dee: ſuits from this court are removable to the

portmote-court by order of the mayor or petition of the ſuitors. There is alſo a

court called the Paſſage-court, for trial of cauſes brought to iſſue in the Pentice

court, and anciently, trials for petty aſſaults and miſdemeanours were had in it,

but theſe have been long diſuſed. Seſſions of the peace for the city have been

held ever ſince the year 1347.

* A roll of theſe courts is preſerved for the year 1277, and it appears that they had then been held

from time immemorial. " In this portmote-court recoveries for aſſurances of land are ſuffered

by immemorial uſage by plaint, without writ; and fines are levied on writs of covenant from the court

of exchequer at Cheſter, by virtue of an ačt of parliament, 43 Elizabeth. The juriſdićtion of theſe

courts extends throughout the city and its liberties, and on the river 1)ee within high-water mark,

(to the Red-ſtones, formerly called Arnold's-eye), near Hoyle-lake, including Hilbree iſland.

: A*. 1282. -

An



582 c H E S H 1 R. E.

An ancient building called the Pentice, ſituated at the junétion of the North

and Eaſt-gate-ſtreets, called in ſome old charters the Appentice', was formerly

the place in which the ſheriffs' courts were held, and banquets given to ſuch royal

and noble gueſts as honoured the city with their preſence. The north ſide of this

building, which had been erected in 1498 “, was taken down about the year 1780

for the purpoſe of widening the ſouth end of Northgate-ſtreet, and in 1805 the

remainder of this ancient edifice was taken down for the purpoſe of a fimilar im

provement in Eaſt-gate-ſtreet. The ſheriffs' court, with its records and the offices

belonging to it, have been removed to the exchange, a part of which has been

commodiouſly fitted up for that purpoſe. The exchange was built at the cloſe of

the ſeventeenth century', for the purpoſe of holding the mayor's courts, public

meetings of the corporation, and tranſacting various city buſineſs; a handſome

room, thirty-nine feet by twenty-fix and a half, is appropriated for the corporation

entertainments, aſſemblies, &c. In the court-room are portraits of ſeveral perſons

of the families of Groſvenor, Bunbury, Egerton, Cholmondeley, and others, who

have been recorders, or otherwiſe conneéted with the city. In the room where

the ſpecial ſeſſions and corporate meetings are held, is a whole length portrait of

his preſent Majeſty in his robes, given to the corporation by Earl Groſvenor in

1808. Before the building of the exchange the corporation held their common

hall in St. Nicholas's chapel, which was fitted up for that purpoſe in the year

1545", having been purchaſed by the corporation, and held under the dean and

chapter. At an earlier period the common-hall of the city was in the lane which

is ſtill called Common-hall-lane: this building afterwards became the property

of the Smiths’ and Cutlers’ company, whoſe hall it was for ſome time;

after which it was occupied as a conventicle: the preſent proprietor, a carpenter,

of the name of Golding, has recently (in 1806) fitted it up as a dwelling-houſe.

A very commodious gaol for the uſe of the city was built near the Water

gate, in the year 1807; the old gaol at the North-gate was taken down in

the year 1808.

* Appenſitium is defined in the gloſſaries to be a ſmaller building annexed to a larger one: the name

probably was given to this building as deſcriptive of its ſituation with reſpect to St. Peter’s church.

* King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 190.

* It was begun in 1695, and finiſhed in 1698. On the 14th of Oétober in the latter year, an order

was made for removing the place of eleētion of the mayor and other officers, the courts of crown-mote,

port-mote, and the general quarter-ſeſſions, from the ancient common-hall, then decayed and unfit

for uſe, to the new common-hall lately built in the North-gate-ſtreet. The fite of the chapel of St.

Nicholas is now occupied by a theatre.

* King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 196.

There
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There have been in Cheſter, from a very early period, certain gilds or incor

porated companies, (now twenty-five in number,") for the regulation of trade;

twenty-one of which are governed by aldermen and ſtewards, three by maſters

and wardens, and one by wardens only; theſe governors are choſen annually at

various times of the year at the companies’ meetings. Theſe companies have from

time immemorial done homage to the mayor, by their governors walking before

him with banners, annually to St. Oſwald's church. This ceremony was formerly

obſerved with great pageantry • on Midſummer-day, which, ſince the Reſtoration,

has been changed to the 29th of May.

* The number has formerly ſomewhat varied.

° “ The watch, or ſhow, on Midſummer-eve, inſtituted in 1497 *, or in 1498 +, appears to have

been compoſed of proceſſions of the different companies attended by various pageants and devices.

Among the Harleian MSS. f, is an agreement between Sir Lawrence Smith, mayor of Cheſter §, and

two artiſts, “for the annual painting of the city’s four giants; one unicorn, one dromedarye, one

luce, one camel, one aſſe, one dragon, fix hobbyhorſes, and fixteen naked boys.”

In 1599, Henry Hardware being mayor, “cauſed the giants in the Midſummer-ſhow not to go

the devil in his feathers not to ride for the butchers, but a boy as the others, and the cuppes, and

cannes, and dragon, and naked boy, to be put away; but cauſed a man in complete armour to go

before the ſhowe in their ſtead ||.”

The next mayor reſtored all the old pageants, moſt of which continued till the final abolition of

the ſhow.

“ Payments for the Show, 1628.

“To four men that carried the two beaſts - - - -, - - - 4s. 8d.

To the five men that held the boys that ridd - - * , = - - 2s. 6d.

For painting the beaſts and hobby-horſes - - - - - - - 43r. o.”
*

During the government of the puritans, all ſhows and pageants were of courſe ſuſpended, and

the giants and hobby-horſes all fell a prey to the worms and the moths. In 1657, it was determined

to revive, “the ancient and laudable cuſtom of the Midſummer-ſhow I, by the late obſtrućtive times

much injured,” and an eſtimate was then made for a ſet of new pageants, a copy of which, as

here ſubjoined, is among the Harleian MSS. in the Britiſh Muſeum.

“ Eſtimate of new-making the city mount, called the Mayor's Mount, as anciently it was, and

for hiring of bayes for the ſame, and men to carry it - - - - - 31. 6s. 8d.

For making a-new the marckant mount, as auntiently it was, with a ſhippe to turne, hyring of

bayes, and five men to carry it - - - - - - - - - 4!. — —

“ For

* Harl. MSS. No. 2125 + King's Vale-Royal part ii. p. 160. : No. 1968.

$ He was mayor in 1558, 1863, and 1570. | Harl, MSS. No. 2125. "I Harl. MSS, No. 1150:

the date was procured from the Corporation Records, º

3
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The following account of other ſhows and paſtimes, which were annually

exhibited by the various companies, under the ſuperintendance of the corpora

tion, appears to have been drawn up by a ſon of the Rev. Robert Rogers, arch

deacon of Cheſter, who died in 1595 "; it contains many curious particulars

which have never been publiſhed, reſpecting theſe ancient cuſtoms long fince

aboliſhed, and of the races on the Rood-eye, which are to this day con

tinued.

* The manuſcript referred to, is the property of William Nicholls Eſq. of Chefler, and is

entitled, “Certayne colle&tions of anchiante times concerninge the anchant and famous cittie of

Cheſter, colle&ted by that Reverend man of God, Mr. Robert Rogers, bachellor of divinitie, arch

deacon of Cheſter, parſone of Gooſeworth, and preband in the cathedral of Cheſter; being but in

ſcatered notes, and by his ſon reduced into theſe chapters following.” *

i

“ For finding all the materials, with the workmanſhip of the four great giants, all to be made new,

as neer as may be, like as they were before, at 51, a giant, the leaſt that can be, in all 20 l. — —-

For four men to carry them - - - - - - - - - 2O.J. -

For making a-new the elephant and caſtell, and Cupitt to look out of it, and two men to

carry it - - - - - - - - - -, - - - 56s. 8d.

For making a-new the four beaſts for the leave-lookers, called the unicorn, the antelop, the flower

de luce, and the camell, at 33 s. 4d. a-piece - - - - - 6l. 13 ſ. 4d.

For eight men to carry them - - - - - - - - — 16s. –

For four hobby-horſes, at 6s. 8d. a-piece, and four boys to carry them - - 264. 8d.

For the two hance-ſtaves, (hand-ſtaves probably,) for the boys that ride for the ſheriffs 6s. 8d.

For fix garlands for Mr. Maior's halberts, 23 s. and 4d. a-peece, and for Mr. Sheriff's at

zod. a-peece.

For balls, for the Maior and Sheriffs burches - - - - - - - Io.ſ. -

For the making new the dragon 5*., and for fix naked boys to beat at it - - - 6s. -

For the merris dancers, and tabrett, and pipe - - - - - 20s. –”

The whole expence amounted to 451. 9s. 8d., part of which was paid by the mayor, part

by the ſheriffs, and part by the leave-lookers. (Harl. MSS. Nº 215o.— 374.)

In 1666 it was ordered that all who were of the common-council, of what company ſoever they

were, ſhould accompany the leave-lookers from the bars, all the time of the ſhow, according to an

cient cuſtom, upon pain of forfeiting Io.s. a-piece, and that all others who were members of any com.

pany ſhould attend their company decently, upon pain of forfeiting 5s. a-peice. In 1670, it was

ordered, that the ſhow uſually held at Midſummer, ſhould be obſerved on Whit.Tueſday, (as the moſt

convenient time), and that any perſon making default, without a reaſonable excuſe to be allowed by

the mayor, ſhould pay 53, and that every company failing to put forth their boy and horſe, ſhould

pay 5 l, to the city. In the year 1678 this ancient cuſtom was finally aboliſhed, by an order of the

corporation ; the companies nevertheleſs ſtill attend the mayor in proceſſion, on the 29th of May, to

St. Oſwald’s church.

commonly
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“Of the laudable Exerciſes yearly uſed within the Cittie of Chefter.”

Mem. “ That whereas the companye and corporation of ſhoemakers within

the cittie of Cheſter, did yearely, time out of memory of man, upon Tewſday,

commonly called Shrove-Tueſday, or otherwiſe Goteddeſſe day at afternoon, at

the croſs upon the Roode-Dee, before the mayor of the ſame cittie, offer unto

the Company of Drapers of the ſame cittie a ball of leather, called a foote-ball,

of the value of 3s. 4d., or thereabouts: and by reaſon of greate ſtrife which

did ariſe among the younge perſons of the ſame cittie, (while diverſe partes were

taken with force and ſtronge hande to bringe the ſaid ball to one of theſe three

houſes, that is to ſay to the mayor's houſe, or any one of the two ſheriffs' houſes

of the time being); much harme was done, ſome in the great thronge fallinge

into a trance, ſome having their bodies bruſed and cruſhed; ſome their arms,

heades, or legges broken, and ſome otherwiſe maimed, or in perill of life; to

avoyd the ſaid inconveniences, and alſo to torne and converte the ſaide homage to

a better uſe; it was thought good by the mayor of the ſaide cittie, and the reſt of

the common-council, to exchange of the ſaid foote-ball as followeth : that in place

thereof, there be offered by the ſhoemakers to the drapers, ſix gleaves * of filver,

the which gleaves they appoynted to be rewards unto ſuch men as would come,

and the ſame day and º: paſſe and overrunne on foote all others; and

the ſaid gleaves were preſeñtly delivered according to the runninge of every one;

and this exchange was made in the time when Henry Gee was mayor of

Cheſter 7, A. D. 1539, and in the thirty-firſte yeare of Kinge Henry the Eighth.”

- - - “Alſoe,

• An obſolete word for a hand-dart. -

* The following is a copy of the order for the above-mentioned change, extra &ted from “ The

Orders and A&ts of Aſſembly, of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council of the City of

Cheſter, in the Town-clerk’s Office.

- - 10 Jan. 3 Hen. VIII. Henry Gee Mayor.

After reciting the ancient uſe of archery and ſhooting in the long-bow, for the honour

and defence of the realm, ard that the ſame is much decayed, and other unlawful games more in uſe,

“ Ordered by the mayor, aldermen, and common council, with the conſent of the whole occupation

of drapers, ſadlers, and ſhoemakers, that the ſaid occupation of ſhoemakers, (which always have,

time out of mind, given and delivered yearly, on Shrove-Tueſday in the afternoon, unto the drapers,

before the mayor, at the croſs on the Roodee, one ball of leather, called a foot-ball, of the value

of 3.4d., or above, to play at from thence to the common-hall of the ſaid city, and further at the

pleaſure of the evil-diſpoſed perſons; whereof hath ariſºn great inconveniences), ſhall give and

deliver yearly to the ſaid drapers, before the mayor at the ſaid time and place, fix filver gleaves,

each of the value of 27 d., or above, to be diſpoſed of at the pleaſure of the ſaid mayor and

Vol. II. 4 F drapers,
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“ Alſoe, whereas the companye and occupation of the ſadlers within the

cittie of Cheſter did yearely by cuſtome, time out of memorie of man, the ſame

day, hour, and place, before the mayor, offer upon a truncheon, ſtaffe, or ſpeare,

a certain homage to the drapers of the cittie of Cheſter, called the ſadler's ball,

profitable for few uſes or purpoſes, as it was, beinge a ball of ſilke of the bigneſs

of a bowle, was torned into a ſilver bell, weighing about two ozs, as is ſuppoſed,

of ſilver: the which ſaide ſilver bell was ordayned to be the rewarde for that

horſe, which with ſpeedy runninge, then ſhould rune before all others, and

there preſently ſhould be given the daye and place. This alteration was made

the ſame time, and by the ſame mayor, like as the ſhoemakers foote-ball was

before exchanged into fixe filver gleaves.

“Alſoe, whereas of an anchant cuſtom, whereof man's memorie nowe livinge

cannot remember the original and beginninge, the ſame daye, hower, and place,

before the mayor, for the time beinge, every perſon which is married within

the liberties of the ſaide cittie, dwelling wherefoever without, and all thoſe that

dwelle within the ſaide cittie, for one yeare before, and marye elſewhere, did offer

likewiſe a homage to the ſaid companye of drapers before the mayor, a ball of

ſilke, of the like bigneſs of a bowle; the ſame mayor torned the ſame balls into

ſilver arrowes, the which arrowes they tooke order ſhould be given to thoſe which

. did ſhoote the longeſt ſhoote, with divers kinds of arrowes : this exchange was

made as before is mentioned of the ſhoemakers’ foote-ball, and the ſadlers’

ball.

drapers, to him that ſhall win a foot-race before them, that or any other day; and that the ſadlers,

(who have time out of mind given and delivered yearly, at the ſame time and place, every maſter

of them, unto the drapers, before the mayor, one painted ball of wood, with flowers and arms, upon

| the point of a ſpear, being goodly arrayed upon horſeback accordingly), ſhall henceforth give and

deliver to the ſaid drapers, before the mayor, at the ſame time and place upon horſeback, a bell

- of filver, to the value of 3 s. 4d., to be diſpoſed of at the diſcretion of the mayor and drapers,

to him that ſhall get the horſe-race on that day; and that every man that hath been married in the

| ſaid city, ſince Shrove-Tueſday, then laſt paſt, ſhall then and there alſo deliver to the ſaid

- drapers before the mayor, an arrow of filver, to the value of 5:... or above, inſtead of ſuch ball of

- fiik and velvet, which ſuch married men ought then to have given and delivered by the ancient cuſtom

- of the ſaid city (uſed time out of mind), which ſilver arrow ſhall be diſpoſed of by the mayor and

drapers, for the preferment of the ſaid feat and exerciſe of ſhooting in the long-bow, for avoiding

the ſaid inconveniences, any uſe or preſcription to the contrary notwithſtanding : and alſo, the

ſaid drapers and their ſucceſſors, ſhall keep yearly their recreation and drinking, as they have uſed to

do, time out of mind, and that the ſhoemakers and ſadiers, and perſons hereafter to be married,

ſhall obſerve this order, upon pain of ſo l for every offence, totics quotics, to be forfeited to the drapers

according to ancient cuſtom.”

“In
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“In which exchanges there appeared greate wiſdom, anchent and ſage ſenators,

whoe had great ſtudye and regarde to torne the foreſaide thinges unto foe

profitable uſes and exerciſes: ſo that there is three of the moſt commendable

exerciſes and pračtices of war-like feates, as running of men on foote, runninge

of horſes, and ſhootinge of the broade arrowe, the flighte, and the butt-ſhafte, in

the long bowe, are yearely there uſed ; which is done in very few (if in any)

citties of England, ſoe farr as I underſtand.” -

“Of the Sherriffer' Breakefuſe.”

“There is an anchant cuſtome in this cittie of Cheſter, the memory of man

now livinge not knowinge the original *, that upon Monday in Eaſter-weeke,

yearely, commonly called Black Mondaye', the two ſheriffes of the cittie doe

ſhoote for a breakfaſte of calves-heades and bacon, comonly called the ſheriffes”

breakfaſte", the maner beinge thus: the daye before the drum ſowndeth

through the cittie with a proclamation for all gentelmen, yeomen, and good

fellowes, that will come with their bowes and arrowes to take parte with one

ſherriff or the other, and upon Monday-morning, on the Rode-dee, the mayor,

ſhreeves, aldermen, and any other gentelmen, that wol be there, the one ſherife

choſing one, and the other ſherife chofing another, and foe of the archers;

then one ſherife ſhoteth, and the other ſherife he ſhoteth to ſhode him, beinge at

length ſome twelve ſcore: foe all the archers on one ſide to ſhote till it be ſhode,

and ſoe till three ſhutes be wonne, and then all the winers’ ſide goe up together

firſte with arrowes in their handes, and all the looſers with bowes in their

hands together, to the common-hall of the cittie, where the mayor, aldermen,

and gentlemen, and the reſte take parte together of the ſaide breakfaſte in love

ing manner; this is yearly done, it beinge a comendable exerciſe, a good

recreation, and a lovinge aſſemblye.”

* By ſome MS. anna's, quoted in another part of archdeacon Rogers's book, it appears to have

been begun in 1511.

* So called from remarkably dark and inclement weather, which happened on an Eaſter Monday,

when King Edward the Third ſay with his army before Paris, and proved fatal to many of his

troops. See How's Chronicle.

* In the year 1642, the ſheriffs gave a piece of plate to be run for, inſtead of the calves-head

breakfaſt. In 1674 a reſolution was entered in the corporation Journals, that the calves-head feaſt

was held by ancient cuſtom and uſage, and was not to be at the pleaſure of the ſheriffs and leave

lookers. In the month of March 1676-7, the ſheriffs and leave-lookers were fined 101 for not

keeping the calves-head feaſt. The ſheriffs of late years have given an annual dinner, but not on any

fixed day.

4 F 2 “ of
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“Of St. George's Race, of late time invented, and when alter'd.”

“ In A. D. 1609 ‘, Mr. William Leſter", mercer, beinge mayor of Cheſter,

one Mr. Robert Amerye, ironmonger, ſomtime ſherife of Cheſter, (A. D. 1608,)

he, with the aſſente of the mayor and cittie, at his own coſte chiefly, as I con

ceive, cauſed three ſilver cupps of good value to be made, the whiche ſaide

ſilver cuppes were, upon St. George's daye, for ever to be thus diſpoſed : all

gentlemen that woulde bringe their horſes to the Rood-dee that daye, and there

rune, that horſe which with ſpede did over-rune the reſte, ſhoulde have the

beſte cuppe there preſently delivered, and that horſe which came ſeconde, nexte

the firſte, before the reſte, had the ſecond cuppe there alſo delivered : and for

the third cuppe it was to be rune for at the ringe, by any gentleman that

woulde rune for the ſame, upon the ſaid Roode-dee, and upon St. George's

daye ; being thus decreed, that every horſe putt in foe much money as made

the value of the cupps or bells", and had the money, which horſes did winne

the ſame, and the uſe of the cupps, till that daye twelve month, being in

bond to deliver in the cupps that daye ; foe alſo for the cuppe for the ringe,

which was yearely continued accordingly untill the yeare of our Lord 1623;

John Brereton, inn-holder, being mayor of Cheſter, he altered the ſame after

this manner, and cauſed the three cupps to be ſould, and cauſed more money

to be gathered and added, ſoe that the intereſte thereof woulde make one faire *

ſilver cuppe, of the value of 8 l., as I ſuppoſe, it maye be more worth', and the

race to be altered, viz. from beyonde the New-tower a great diſtance, and ſoe

to rune five times from that place rownd about the Rood-dee, and he that over

came all the reſt the laſt courſe, to have the cuppe freely for ever, then and

there delivered, which is continued to this daye. But here I muſt not omitt

the charge, and the ſolemnitie made, the firſt St. George's-daye; he had a

poet, one Mr. Davies, whoe made ſpeeches and poeticale verſes, which were

delivered at the high-croſſe, before the mayor and aldermen, with ſhewes of his

• In Mr. Amorye’s own account, it ſays 1610. See the next page. * Leiceſter.

* Among the corporation records are ſome old articles of a race for two bells, and likewiſe for a

cup to be run for at the ring: the bell appears to have been firſt given as a prize at the horſe-races at

Cheſter in 1512, ſee p. 586. From this cuſtom of running for a bell as a prize, aroſe, it is

probable, the proverb, “to bear the bell.”

* In the year 1629 the companies contributed to St. George's Race, to make up a ſum of money;

in 1640 the ſheriffs gave a piece of plate of 131.6s. 8d. value, to be run for on Eaſter-Tueſday,

in lieu of the ſheriffs' breakfaſt. Corporation Records, and Harl. MSS. N° 2125.

inven
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invention", which booke was imprinted and preſented to that famous Prince

Henry, eldeſt ſonne to the bleſſed King James, of famous memorie. Alſoe,

he cauſed a man to goe upon the ſpire of St. Peter's-ſteeple in Cheſter, and

by the fane, at the ſame time he ſownded a drum, and diſplayed a baner upon the

top

* The following deſcription of this ſhow, written, as it appears, by Mr. Amorye himſelf, is

copied from ſome Cheſhire Colleåions, among the Harleian MSS. Nº 2 150. f. 356. It appears,

that inſtead of three cups, as ſtated by Mr. Rogers, the prizes that year were two bells and

one cup.

“The maner of the ſhowe, that is, if God ſpare life and health, ſhall be ſeene by all the be

houlders upon St. George's day next, being the 23d of April 1610, and the ſame with more addytions

to continue, being for the Kyng’s crowne and dignitie, and the homage to the Kyng and Prynce,

with that noble vićtor St. George, to be continued for ever.—God ſave the Kyng.”

*

“ Item. Two men in greene liveries, ſet with worke upon their other habet, with blacke heare, and

blacke beards, very ougly to behoulde, and garlands upon their heads, with fir-works to ſcatter abroad,

to maintaine way for the reſt of the ſhowe.

It. One on horſebacke, with the buckler and head-peece of St. George, and three men to

guide him, with a drum before him, for the honor of Englande. -

It. One. on horſebacke, calld Fame, with a trumpet in his hand, and three men to guide him,

and he to make an oration, with his habit in pompe.

It. One call’d Mercury, to deſcend from above in a cloude; his wings, and all other matters, in

pompe, and heavenly muſicke with him; and after his oration ſpoken, to ryde on horſebacke, with

his muſicke before hym.

It. One called Cheſter, with an oration, and drums before him, his habit in pompe.

It. One on horſebacke, with the Kynge's armes upon a ſhield, in Pompe.

It. One on horſebacke, conteening the Kinge's crowne and dignity, with an oration, in

pompe.

It. One on horſeback, with a bell, dedicated to the Kynge, being double-gilt, with the

Kynge's armes upon it, carried upon a ſepter, in pompe, and before him a noiſe of trumpets, in

pompe. -

It. One on horſeback with an oration for the Prynce, in pompe. -

It. One on horſeback with the bell, dedicated to the Prynce, his armes upon it, in pompē, and to

be carried on a ſepter, and before the bell, a noyſe of trumpets.

It. One on horſeback with the cup for St. George, carried upon a ſepter, in pompe.

It. One on horſeback with an oration for St. George, in pompe.

It. St. George himſelfe on horſeback, in complete armor, with his flag and buckler, in pompe,

and before him a noyſe of drums.

It. One on horſeback, called Peace, with an oration, in pompe.

It. One on horſeback, calld Plentye, with an oration, in pompe.

It. One on horſeback, calld Eavy, with an oration, whom Love will comfort, in pompe.

It. One on horſeback, calld Love, with an oration to maintaine all, in pompe.”

“ It. The maior, and his brethren, at the pentes of this citye with ther beſt apparell, and in

ſcarlet; and all the orations to be made before him, and ſeene at the high-croſſe, as they paſſe to the

Roodye, wher by Gent, ſhall be runne for by thirr horſes; for the two bells on a double ſtaffe, and the

w

5 cup
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top of the ſame ſpire. And this was the original of St. George's-race, with the

change thereof, as it is now uſed.

“ Alſo the ſaid Mr. Robert Amorye cauſed the jacks, or boyes, which

{trike quarterly at St. Peter's at High-croſſe, to be made and erected in

A. D. 16 - - h.”

“ Nowe of the Playes of Cheſter, called the Whitſun Playes.”

“Theſe playes were the worke of one Randall Higden, a monke in Cheſter

abbeye', whoe in a good devotion tranſlated the Bible into ſeveral partes and

- playes,
r

cup to be runne for at the rynge in the ſame place by Gent. and with a greater mater of the ſhowe

by armes, and ſhott, and with more than I can recyte, with a banket after in the Pentis to make

welcome the Gent. ; and when all is done, then judge what you have ſeene, and ſo ſpeak on your

mynd, as you fynd—the

Aćtor for the preſente,”

“Robert Amorye.”

“ Amor is love, and Amorye is his name,

That did begin this pompe and princelye game ;

The charge is great to him that all begun,

Who now is ſatisfied to ſee all ſo well done.”

Notwithſtanding Mr. Amorye had entertained the citizens ſo well in 1610, it was ordered in 1612,

“that the ſports and recreations uſed on St. George's day, ſhould in future be done by the direction

of the mayor and citizens, and not of any private perſon.” – Corporation Records.

* The date is not perfeót in the MS.; it was 1612.

* In the following proclamation among the Harleian MSS., theſe plays are attributed to Sir

Henry Francis, a monk of St. Werburgh; but a marginal note in another hand, aſſerts that they

were written by Randal Higden, to whom they are generally aſcribed. It is probable, that Sir Henry

Francis only procured the pardons mentioned in the proclamation. It is ſaid in a note prefixed to a

copy of theſe plays in the Britiſh Muſeum, Harl. MSS. N° 2124., that Higden was thrice at Rome

before he could obtain leave of the pope, to have them repreſented in the Engliſh tongue.

“ The proclamation for Whitſon playes, made by William Newall, clerk of the Pentice,

24 Hen. VIII., William Snead, ſecond time mayor.”

“Foraſmuch as of ould tyme, not only for the augmentation and increaſe of the Holy Catholic

Faith of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and to exhort the minds of common people to good devotion,

and holſome doćtrine thereof, but alſo for the comonwelth and proſperity of this city, a play

and declaration of divers ſtoryes of the Bible, beginning with the creation and fall of Lucifer, and

endinge with the generaljudgment of the world, to be declared and played in the Whitſon weeke, was

deviſed and made by one Sir Henry Francis, ſometyme monke of this monaſterye diſolved, who

obtayned and gat of Clement the buſhop of Rome a thouſand dayes of pardon, and of the buſhop of

Cheſter, at that tyme, forty dayes of pardon, graunted from thenceforth to every perſon reſortinge in

peaceable manner with good devotion, to heare and ſee the ſayd playes, from tyme to tyme, as oft as

they
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playes, ſoe as the comon people might learne the ſame by their playinge; and

alſo by ačtion in their fighte, and the firſt time they were ačted, or played, was

in the time of Sir John Arnewaye, about the firſte yeare of his maroltie, aboute

A. D. 1328; we muſt judge this monke had no evil intention, but ſecret devotion

therein, ſoe alſoe the citizens, that did ačte and pračtiſe the ſame, to their great

coſte. Here I muſt ſhow the maner of the performinge of theſe anchent playes,

(which was) all thoſe companies and occupations, which were joyned together to

aćte, or performe their ſeveral partes, had pagents, which was a building of a

great height, with a lower and higher rowme, beinge all open, and ſet upon fower

wheels, and drawne from place to place, where they played. The firſte place

where they begane, was at the abbeye gates, where the monks and churche

mighte have the firſt fighte; and then it was drawne to the high croſſe before the

mayor and aldermen, and ſoe from ſtreete to ſtreete, and when one pagent was

ended another came in the place thereof, till all that were appoynted for the daye

was ended; thus of the maner of the playes, all beinge at the cittizens’ charge,

yet profitable for them ; for all, both far and near, came to ſee them.”

“Now follow what occupations bring forth at their charges the playes of

Cheſter, and on what dayes they are played yearly. Theſe playes were ſett

forth, when they were played upon Mondaye, Tueſdaye, and Wenſedaye in the

Whitſun weke.”

1. “ The Barkers and Tanners bringe forth The falling of Lucifer.

Drapers and Hoſiers - - - The Creation of the World.

Drawers of Dee, and Water-leaders - - - Noe and his Shippe.

Barbers, Wax-chandlers, and Leeches - - Abraham and Iſacke.;

*

, they ſhall be played within the ſayd cittie (and that every perſon or perſons diſturbing the ſaid playes,

in any maner-wiſe, to be accurſed by the authority of the ſayd pope Clement’s bulls, untill ſuch

tyme as he or they bee abſolved thereof); which playes were deviſed to the honor of God, by

John Arnway, them major of this citty of Cheſter, his brethren, and whole cominalty thereof, to be

brought forth, declared, and played, at the cotte and charges of the crafteſmen and occupations of the

ſaid citie, hitherto have, from tyme to tyme, uſed and performed the ſame accordingly: wherefore

Mr. Maior, in the King's name, ſtreatly chargeth, that every perſon and perſons, of what eſtate,

degree, or condition foe-ever, he or they be, reſortynge to the ſayd playes, do uſe themſelves

peaceable, without making any aſſault, affray, or other diſturbance, whereby the ſame playes ſhall

be diſturbed, and that to manor of perſon or perſons, whoſoever he or they be, do uſe, or weare any

unlawful weapons within the precinct of the ſayd citty, duringe the tyme of the ſayd playes,

(not only upon payne of curſing by the authority of the ſayd pope Clement’s bulls, but alſo)

upon payme of impriſonment of their bodyes, and making fine to the Kyng at Mr. Maior's

pleaſure.”

3. 5. Cappers,



59

2 C H E S H I R. E.

:

I

2

3

4

5.

6

7

be

. Cookes, Tapſters, Hoflers, and $

. Cappers, Wire-drawers, and Pinners, bring forth King Baiak, and Balam, with Moſes.

. Wrights, Slaters, Tylers, Daubers,
and Thatchers - - : - - The Nativity of our Lord.

7. Paynters, Brotherers, and Glaziers - - The Sheppards'-Offering.

8. Vintners and Merchants - - King Herod and the Mounte Viółorial.

9. Mercers and Spiſers - - The Three Kings of Coline.

“Theſe Nine Pagents above-written, be played on the Firſle Daye.”

1. Gouldſmiths and Maſons - bring forth The ſlayinge of the Children by Herod.

2. Smithes, Forbers, and Pewterers - - Purification of our Ladye.

3. Bouchers' - - - - - The Pinackle with theWoman of Canaan.

4. Glovers and Parchment-makers - - The ariſinge of Lazarus from deathto life.

5. Corveſers and Shoemakers - - The coming of Chriſte to Jeruſalem.

6. Bakers and Millners - - - Chriſte's Maundye, with his Diſciples.

7."gº". : - - The ſcourginge of Chriſte.

8. Ironmongers, and Ropers - - The crucifieinge of Chriſte.

9 Inn-keepers - - - The harrowinge of Hell.

“ Theſe Nine Pagentes above-written, be played upon the Second Daye, being

Tueſdaye in Whitſon Weke.”

. Skynners, Cardmakers, Hatters,
Poynters and Girdlers 3 bring forth The Reſurreàion.

Sadlers and Fuſters - - The Caſtell of Emmaus, and the Apoſtles.

. The Taylors - - - - Aſcenſion of Chriſte.

. Fiſhmongers - - - Whitſonday—the making of the Crede.

Shermen - - - - - Profetts afore the Day of Dome.

. Hewſters and Bell-founders - *- Antechriſte. -

... Weavers and Walkers - - Domeſday.”

“ Theſe Seven Pagents above-written, were played upon the Thirde Daye, beinge

Wenſedaye in Whitſon Weke.”

“Theſe Whitſun playes were played in AD. 1574, Sir John Savage Knight

inge mayor of Cheſter, which was the laſte time they were played, and

we may praiſe God, and praye that we ſee not the like profanation of Holy

Sc

ripture; but O the mercie of God for the time of our ignorance : God, he

regardes it not, as well in every man's particular as alſo in general cauſes.”

Theſe plays, abounding with popiſh ſuperſtitions, were ſeldom performed after

the reformation: they were brought forward in 1560, 1566, 1567*, and in 1571;

the laſt-mentioned year an inhibition was ſent from the archbiſhop of York to

* Archdeacon Rogers's MS, and Harl, MSS. N° 2125.

- ſuppreſs
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ſuppreſs them, but it came too late. In 1574, Sir John Savage being mayor, the

corporation, “to the great diſlike of many, as is ſaid", becauſe the plague was

then in the city, ordered the Whitſun plays to be ſet forth and played in ſuch

orderly manner and ſort as had been accuſtomed, and with ſuch corre&tion and

amendment as ſhould be thought convenient by the ſaid mayor, and the charge

thereof to be borne by the inhabitants of the city, as had been before uſed “.” By

ſuch corre&ions, which it is probable were nothing more than an omiſſion of ſuch

paſſages as were moſt obnoxious to the reformed church, it ſeems they ex

pećted to conciliate the archbiſhop; but the matter was nevertheleſs further

proſecuted both againſt Sir John Savage, Mr. Hankey, who had been mayor in

1571, and ſeveral of the citizens who had performed in the plays “; and Mr.

Rogers, who wrote about the year 1623, poſitively aſſerts that they were never

afterwards repeated. There is a MS. copy of theſe Whitſun plays extant in the

Britiſh muſeum, written by George Bellin, with a prologue, or, as it is called,

“ a Banes, reade before the beginning of the playes of Cheſter, June 14th,

16oo.” This circumſtance has led Mr. Pennant to aſſert, that the Cheſter plays

were ačted in the year 16oo, but as it is impoſſible that Mr. Rogers could have

been ignorant of a fač which is in direét contradićtion to his aſſertion, it is much

more probable that the date refers merely to the tranſcribing of the plays", and

that the alterations alluded to in the prologue were then made by order of the

corporation in 1574. A copy of the prologue, with ſpecimens of ſome of the

dramas from the MSS. in the Britiſh muſeum, will be found in the note".

Beſides

• Harl. MSS. N° 2125. * Corporation records. * See King's Vale. Royal, p. 88.

• The date of 16oo appears at the end of almoſt every play, thus, “Finis Deo gratias, ter me

George Bellin, 16oo,” it may be obſerved that the 14th of June never happened in the Whitſun week,

when the plays were always ačted; it is probable, therefore, that the date of June 14, which occurs

but once in the MS. merely relates to the day on which Bellin began his tranſcript. It may be further

obſerved, that the many Cheſter annaliſts who have all recorded the abolition of the Whitſun plays in

1574, would ſcarcely have omitted to notice their revival, if they had been revived in 16oo.

* “ The banes which are reade beefore the beginninge of the playes of Cheſter.”–14 June, 1600.

“Reverende lordes and ladyes all

That at this time here aſſembled bee,

By this meſſauge underſtand you ſhall

That ſometymes there was mayor of this citie

Sir John Arnwaye knighte, who moſt worthilye

Contented hymſelfe to ſett out in playe

The deviſe of one Done Rondall moonke of Cheſter Abbey.

This moonke, moonke-like, in ſcriptures well ſeene

Vol. II. 4 G - In
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Beſides the Whitſun plays, both ſacred and profane dramas appear to have

been occaſionally performed by the citizens of Cheſter. The “Aſſumption of our

*~ * Lady,”

In pagentes ſet fourth apparently to all eyne

The old and new teſtament with lively comforth,

Interminglinge therewith only to make ſporte,

Som things not warranted by any writt;

Which to glad the hearers he woulde men to take yt.

|

In ãorſe, travilled with the beſt ſorte,

This matter he abbrevited into playes twenty-foure,

And every play of the matter gave but a taſte;

Leaving for better learninge the circumſtance to accompliſhe,

For all his proceedinges maye appeare to be in haſte.

Yet all together unprofitable, his labours he did not waſte;

- For at this day and ever he deſerveth the fame

. Which all monkes deſerves profeſſinge that name.

Theſe ſtoryes of the teſtamente at this time you knowe,

In a comon Engliſhe tongue never read nor harde;

- Yet thereof in thes pagentes to make open ſhewe,

This moonke and moonke was nothing afreayde,

With feare of hanginge, brenninge or cuttinge off heade,

º To ſet out that all maye differne and ſee,

º And parte good be lefte beleeve you mee.

º As in this citie divers yeares the have bene ſete out,

Soe at this tyme of Penticoſte, called Whitfontyde,

Allthough to all the citie follow labour and coſte,

- l Yet God giving leave, that tyme ſhall you in playe,

For three dayes together, begynnyng on Mondaye,

See theſe pagentes played to the beſt of theire ſkill;

Where to ſupplye all wantes, ſhall be noe wante of goodwill

As all that ſhall ſee them ſhall moſt welcome be,

| Soe all that here them wee moſt humblie praye

Not to compare this matter or ſtorie

With the age or tyme wherein we preſently ſtay ;

But in the tyme of ignorance wherein we did ſtraye;

Then doe I compare that this lande throughout,

Non had the like, nor the like doſe ſett oute.

If the ſame belikeinge to the comens 4 all,

Then our defier is to ſatisfie, for that is all our gaine;

Yf noe matter or ſhewe thereof ſpeciall

Doe not pleaſe, but miſlike the moſt of the trayne;

Goe backe I ſaye to the firſt tyme againe;

* Sic Orig. in another copy it is commons.

Then

— a 1
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Lady,” was played before Lord Strange at the High-croſs in 1488, and

Prince Arthur, at the Abbey-gate, in the month of Auguſt 1498"; it was

* Harl. MSS. Nº 2125. * King's Vale-Royal, p. 190. -

again

Then ſhall you fynde the fyne witt at this day aboundinge,

At that day and that age had verye ſmall beinge.

Condempne not our matter where groſſe wordes you here,

Which ymporte at this daye ſmall fence or underſtandynge,

As ſome tyme poſſie lewtie, in good manner or in feare,

With ſuch like will be uttered in their ſpeeches ſpeakinge,

At this tyme thoſe ſpeeches carried good likinge,

Tho at this tyme, you take them ſpoken at that tyme,

As well matter as wordes, then all is well and fyne.

This worthy knighte Arnwaye then mayor of this cittie,

This order toke, as declare to you I ſhall,

That by twenty-fower occupations, artes, craftes or miſteries,

Theſe pagentes ſhould be played after briefe rehearſall;

For every pagente a cariage to be provided withall : t

In which ſort we purpoſe this Whitſontyde,

Our pageants into three partes to devyde.

Now you worſhipful Tanners that of cuſtom old,

The fall of Lucifer did ſet out, &c. &c.

therefore be boulde

Luftely to play the ſame to all the rowtte;

And yf any therof ſtande in any doubte,

Your author his author hath your ſhewe let be,

Good ſpeech, fyne players, with apparell comelye,” &c.

The following ſhort extraćas will ſerve as a ſpecimen; (a few lines here and there are

purpoſely omitted.)

* From “ Noe and his Shippe.” -

“Then Noe ſhall goe into the arke with all his familye his wife except, the arke muſt be borded

rounde aboute and upon the bordes all the beaſtes and fowles hereafter rehearſed muſt be painted

that there wordes may agree with the pićtures.”

Noe.

“Wife come in, why ſtandes thou there

Thou arte ever frowarde I dare well ſweare.”

Noe's Wife.

* Yea fir, ſet up your ſayle

And row forth with evill haile,

For withouten faile I will not out

Out of this towne;

4G 2 But
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again played in 1515, together with the “Shepherd's Play” in St. John's church.

yard'. In 1529, the play of “Robert Cicell*,” was performed at the High-croſs :

‘Harl. MSS. N° 2125. * Ibid. This was the play of Robert King of Sicily, or as

he was called Robert le Diable, from the French Morality. See Pennant's Wales.

OIl

—I

But I have my goffippes every eich one,

One foote further I will not gone;

The ſhall not drowne by St. John,

t And l maye ſave there life;

But thou wylt let them into that cheiſt,

Tºlſe rowe forth Noe where thou liſt,

And get thee a new wife.”

The good Goffipps.

“The flood comes flitting in full faſt,

One every ſyde that ſpreadeth full farr;

} For feare of drowning I ame agaſte,

Good goſſippes let us drawe neere;

And let us drinke or we departe,

For oft-tymes we have done foe,

For at a draught thou drinkes a quarte,

And ſoe will I doe or I goe;

Here is a pottell full of Malmeſeye gode and ſtronge,

Yt will rejoice both hart and tonge;

Though Noe thinke us never ſo longe,

Yet we will drinke alike.”

JAP HAT.

* Mother we pray you all together,

For we are here your owne children;

Come into the ſhipp for feare of the weather.”

No E’s Wiffe.

* That will I not for all your call,

But I have my goſſipes all.”

Sent.

“ In fayth mother yet thou ſhalt

Whether thou wylt or not.”

Nos.

“Welcome wiſe into this boat.”

WiFis,
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on the Sunday after Midſummer-day 1563', the “Hiſtory of Æneas and Queen

Dido” was played on the Rood-eye, ſet out by one William Crofton, gentleman,

* King's Vale-Royal, 194. In Harl. MSS. N° 2125., it is 1564.

and

Wife.

* Have thou that for thy note

(et datalapam *.)

Nort.

* Ha! hał marye, this is hott,

It is good for to be ſtill;

A 1 children methinkes my boate remeves,

Our tarying here highly me greeves;

Over the lande the water ſpreades,

God doe as he will.”

Extraa from “KING Balack and Balaam,” with the prologue.

“Cappers and lynnendrapers, ſee that you fourth bring

In well decked order, that worthy ſtoree

Of Balaam and his aſſe and of Balacke the kinge;

Make the aſſe to ſpeake and ſet yt out livelye.”

Asin A.

“Maſter thou doeſt evill fikerly,

Soe good an aſſe as me to nye ;

Nowe thou haſt beaten me here thrye,

That bare thee thus aboute.”

BALAAM.

“ Burnell, why begyleſt thou me

When I have moſt nede of thee.”

AsINA.

* That fighte that before me I ſee,

Maketh me downe to lowte:

Am not I, maſter, thyne own aſſe

To beare thee whether thou wilte paſſe,

And many winters ready was,

To ſmyte me it is ſhame.

Thou wotteſt well, maſter, pardye

Thou hadeſ never non lyke to me,

Ney never yet foe ſerved I thee,

Now ame I not to blame.”

* She gives him a box on the ear,.

From:
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and one Mr. Man, Maſter of Arts, “on which triumph there was made twoforts

and ſhipping on the water, beſides many horſemen well armed and appointed".”

- In 1577, the “Shepherds' Play” was performed before the Earl of Derby at the

High-croſs, and other triumphs on the Rood-eye". In 1589 a play was per

formed at the High-croſs, called the ſtory of “Kinge Ebranke with all his ſonnes'.”

* King's Vale-Royal 199. * Archdeacon Rogers's MS. • Harl. MSS. N° 2125.

Ebrank was one of the early Britiſh kings, whoſe hiſtory, if they ever exiſted, is much involved in

fable. Ebrank is ſaid to have had twenty-one wives, and fifty-nine children, of whom twenty were

ſons; his ſons are ſaid to have invaded and ſubdued Germany. Ebrank is ſaid to have built York

and Edinburgh. See Helinſhed.

From “THE CREAtion of rhe World.”

“Then God taketh Adam by the hand and cauſeth him to lye downe and taketh a rybb out of

his fide & ſayth —”, &c. &c.

“Then God doth make the woman of the ribb of Adam; then Adam wakinge ſpeaketh unte

God as followeth,

AbAM.

“I ſee well Lorde through thy grace,

Bone of my bone thou here maſe,

And fleſhe of my fleſhe ſhe haſe;

And my ſhape through thy ſawe,

Wherefore ſhe ſhall be called, I wyſe,

Wirago, nothing amiſſe,

For out of man taken ſhe is,

And to man ſhall ſhe drawe.”

* {

“ Then Adam and Eve ſhall ſtande naked and ſhall not be aſhamed *;-then the ſerpent ſhall come

up out of a hole and the divil walking ſhall ſay,

“ That of woman is forbidden to doo,

For any thinge they will there too;

Therefore that tree ſhe ſhall come to,

And affaye what yt is:

A manner of an edder is in this place,

That winges like a bird ſhe haſe,

Fete as an edder, a mayden’s face,

Her kinde I will take:

And of the tree of paradice

She ſhall eate through my contyſe;

For women they be full licoriſe,

That will not ſhe forſake.” ~

There are two copies of theſe Whitſun plays in the Britiſh muſeum, Harl, MSS. N° 2013 and 2124.

• In one of the copies the minſtrels are afterwards direéted to play whilſt Adam and Eve are adjuſting their fig-leaves.

3 St.
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St. George's races at Cheſter, which as it appears may be traced as far back

as the year 1512 *, are ſtill held in the week within which St. George's-day

O. S. happens; on that day the city or St. George's plate is run for, being

now a purſe of 651.: a purſe of one hundred guineas is given by the Earl of

Cheſter; a purſe of 651 by Earl Groſvenor, and one of the ſame value by the city

members. ,

Among the ancient paſtimes ſančtioned by the corporation of Cheſter, was one

not mentioned by Mr. Rogers, but properly enough omitted among thoſe which

he has termed “laudable,” that of bull-baiting, a cruel, and in all places a

dangerous amuſement; but more particularly ſo in the centre of a populous city.

Mr. Hardware, the ačtive and ſpirited magiſtrate before-mentioned, not only

cauſed this ancient but miſchievous pračtice to be diſcontinued in his mayoralty

(1599), but with a view to its total ſuppreſſion, ordered the bull-ring to be taken

up. It does not appear that he ſucceeded in his good intentions beyond his own

year of office, and it was not till the year 1754, in the mayoralty of Dr. William

Cowper, that the corporation withdrew their ſančtion, by abſenting themſelves

from this cruel diverſion. An ineffectual attempt having been made to aboliſh it

altogether in the mayoralty of Mr. Brodhurſt, it continued till the year 1803,

when it was ſuppreſſed under the powers of an ačt of parliament then paſſed".

The following curious extracts from “the orders and ačts of aſſembly of

the mayor, aldermen, and common-council,” ſhow that in former times the

authority of that worſhipful body was not confined to thoſe matters only with

which it is now converſant, but was exerciſed alſo on various other occaſions; not

only reſpecting the morals and decorous behaviour of the inhabitants in general,

but even, in ſome inſtances, regulating the dreſſes of the fair ſex.

“21 Nov. 3 Hen. VIII. (1512) Henry Gee, mayor.—For avoiding of idleneſs,

all children of ſix years old or upwards, ſhall on week days be ſet to ſchool, or

ſome virtuous labour, whereby they may hereafter get an honeſt living, and on

Sundays and holydays they ſhall reſort to their pariſh churches, and there abide

during the time of divine ſervice, and in the afternoon all the ſaid male children

ſhall be exerciſed in ſhooting with bows and arrows for pins and points only, and

that their parents furniſh them with bows and arrows, pins and points, for that

purpoſe, according to the ſtatute lately made for maintenance of ſhooting in long

bows and artillery, being the ancient defence of the kingdom.”
|

* See p. 586. " It was an ačt to amend a former ači for lighting and cleanſing the ſtreets of

Cheſter, and for preventing nuiſances and annoyances in the ſtreets, rows, and paſſages of the ſaid

city, and for other purpoſes,

“ 12 May,
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“ 12 May, 32 Hen. VIII. (1540), Henry Gee, mayor.—Whereas all the

taverns and alehouſes of this city be uſed to be kept by young women otherwiſe

than is uſed in any other place of this realme, whereat all ſtrangers greatly marvel

and think it inconvenient, whereby great ſlander and diſhoneſt report of this

city hath and doth run abroad: in avoiding whereof as alſo to eſchew ſuch great

occaſions of wantonneſs, brawls, frays, and other inconveniences as thereby doth

and may ariſe among youth and light-diſpoſed perſons, as alſo damages to their

maſters, owners of the taverns and alehouſes, ordered, that after the 9th of June

next, there ſhall be no tavern or alehouſe kept in the ſaid city by any woman

between fourteen and forty years of age, under pain of 40l. forfeiture for him or

her that kepeth any ſuch ſervant.” - -

“In 1581 (23 Eliz. Oét. 26.) there was an order that no wife, widow, or

maid, ſhould keep any tavern, ale or beer-cellar in Cheſter.”

“May 12, 32 Henry VIII. Henry Gee, mayor.—Whereas great expence and

ſuperfluous charge hath been and doth grow by reaſon of coſtly diſh-meals and

drinks, brought unto women lying in childbed, and by them likewiſe to the other

recompenced at their churchings, whereby ſuch as are of mean ſubſtance ſtrain

themſelves to more charge than they can well ſuſtain; order'd, that henceforth

no ſuch diſh-meals nor wines be brought to women in childbed, or at churchings;

and that no women (except the midwife, mother, fiſters and fiſters-in-law of the

woman churched) ſhall go into the houſe of her that is churched, but bring her

to the door and ſo depart, on pain of 6s. 8d. upon the owner of the houſe, and

3s. 4d. upon every perſon offending totics quoties.”

“32 Hen. VIII. Henry Gee, mayor.—To diſtinguiſh the head-dreſſes of married

women from unmarried; no unmarried woman to wear white or other coloured

caps; and no woman to wear any hat unleſs when ſhe rides or goes abroad into

the country, (except fick or aged perſons,) on pain of 3s. 4d.”

“3 and 4 Ph. and Mar. John Webſter, mayor.—The breakfaſts uſed on Chriſt

mas-day to be laid aſide, that men may apply themſelves to religious duties.”

“3 and 4 Ph. and Mar—Ale to be no more than a penny a quart, and it to

be full.”—“All mummings and diſguiſes to be left off at Chriſtmas time'.”

“20th O&t. 13 Jac. (1616), Thomas Thorpe, mayor.—No players to be al

lowed to ačt in the common-hall", and further, that for avoyding ſeveral incon

* Yet we find that in 1567, Richard I)utton being then mayor, is ſaid “to have kepte a very

worthye bowſe for all comers duringe all the tyme of Chriſtmas with a lorde of miſ-rule and other

paſtymes,” of which mummings were generally a principal part. Harl. MSS. N° 2125.

* The ſite of what was then the common-hall is now that of the theatre; the remarkable change

of hours it will be unneceſſary to make any obſervation upon.

, - . . 2. veniences,
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veniences, ordered that they ſhall not act in any place within the liberties of the

city after ſix in the evening.

“In 1606 there was a controverſy about the right of carrying the city ſword with

the point upwards in the cathedral, which had been reſiſted by one of the preben

daries; it was terminated in favour of the corporation, the charter of King

Henry VII. having granted them the privilege of having their ſword carried with the

point upwards upon all occaſions, and in all places, except in the royal preſence.

“In 1619 it was determined, by Segar, Garter, and St. George, Norroy king

of arms, (and is recorded in the Corporation Journals,) that Mr. Gamull being an

alderman and juſtice of peace in the city, had right of precedence over Mr. Roger

Hurleſtone, a young gentleman commorant within the ſame.”

It appears that in the reign of Queen Elizabeth there was a cuſtom (then called

an ancient one) for the aldermen and juſtices, ſheriffs and leave-lookers, to meet

every Sunday in the Inner Pentice to have a ſhot or a drinking, and every man to

ſpend a penny. In 1657 the mayor ſat every Sunday, Wedneſday, and Friday,

for the adminiſtration of juſtice. - -

Cheſter, having been, as before-mentioned, the metropolis of a little

ſovereignty, did not ſend burgeſſes to parliament till ſome time after the

privileges of the county-palatine had been abridged. In the year 1541 an

aćt of parliament paſſed, by which it was provided, that from the end of

the then ſeſſion the county palatine ſhould have two knights, and the city two

burgeſſes, to repreſent them in all future parliaments. The right of election

is in the mayor, aldermen, and council-men, whether commorant in the city or

elſewhere, and the reſt of the freemen who have been reſident therein for one

year immediately preceding the election. At a conteſted elečtion in 1690, the

number of voters who polled was ſomewhat more than 90o : they are now

about 1300.

In the reign of Henry VIII. Cheſter was by ačt of parliament made one of the

ſančtuaries for term of life for all perſons guilty of minor offences, but in conſe

quence of a petition from ſome of the principal inhabitants, Stafford was ſubſti

tuted in its ſtead ". The privilege of ſančtuary was wholly aboliſhed in the reign

of James I.

In the reign of Edward the Confeſſor there were 431 houſes in Cheſter which

paid tax to the king, and fifty-ſix others which paid tax to the biſhop ; but

it is by no means certain that theſe numbers included the whole population

of the city, as there might have been houſes exempt from paying taxes

either to the king or biſhop. It appears from the ſurvey, that when Hugh

is

-

* See more particulars, p. 301, 3c2.
*Vol. II. 4 H s Lupus
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Lupus received the city of Cheſter from the hands of William the Conqueror,

its value was much diminiſhed from what it had been in the reign of King

Edward, 2c 5 houſes out of 431, which had formerly paid taxes, being then

in ruins, none having been re-built when the ſurvey was taken. We have

no intermediate accounts of the population of Cheſter till the year 1774, when

the inhabitants of Cheſter having been numbered under the ſuperintendance of

Dr. Haygarth of Bath, then reſident in this city, they were found to be 14,713.

Dr. Haygarth, in his obſervations on the population and diſeaſes of Cheſter in that

year, has ſhewn, that it was in a very extraordinary degree more healthy than

moſt other large towns and cities”, and that during a period of ten years preceding,

the proportion of deaths had been only one in forty, and within the walls, exclu

fively of the ſuburbs, only one in fifty-eight. It appears by the returns made under

the ačt for aſcertaining the population of the kingdom in 1801, that there were

then 3194 houſes in Cheſter, of which 31 og were inhabited, and that the total

number of inhabitants was 15,152, of which 6492 were males and 8560

females.

The ſweating-fickneſs and the plague, thoſe dreadful ſcourges of the human

race in the days of our anceſtors, appear to have been more than uſually de

ſtructive in this city. In 1507 ninety-one houſeholders are ſaid to have died in

three days of the ſweating-fickneſs, of which only four were widows " : in 1517

there was ſo great a plague in Cheſter that the graſs is ſaid to have grown in the

ſtreets a foot high": the ſweating-fickneſs was again fatal in 155o". The

plague continued in Cheſter from September 1602 till the month of February

1605; it was very fatal during the years 1603 and 1604: fix hundred and fifty

perſons died in the former year, nine hundred and eighty-fix in the latter; at

one period about fifty-five died weekly : during this dreadful viſitation the fairs were

not held, the court of exchequer was kept at Tarvin, the aſſizes at Nantwich.

* It appears by a table at the end of theſe obſervations, that the proportion of deaths in London is

1 in 203; in Edinburgh I in 204; in Dublin I in 22; in Liverpool 1 in 27; ; and in Mancheſter

1 in 28. Dr. Haygarth attributes the healthineſs of Cheſter to its elevated ſituation; its being built

on a looſe rock which quickly abſorbs moiſture ; and its being ſurrounded by the Dee. He obſerves

alſo that the air is uncommonly clear, there having been but fix foggy, and thirty-two hazy mornings

during the four years then preceding; and he confiders the opportunities for taking air and exerciſe,

afforded even to invalids by the rows and walls, well adapted to preſerve and reſtore health. Dr. Aikin

in his Hiſtory of the country round Mancheſter truly obſerves, “that the ſmall proportion of deaths,

when compared with the number of inhabitants at Cheſter, is in part owing to the much leſs propor

tion of the loweſt claſs of poor than that in manufacturing towns.”

* King's Vale-Royal, partii. p. 191. The account in the Annals of Cheſter, Harl. MSS, N° 2125.

isſomewhat different, ſtating that the ſweating-fickneſs in 1506 carried off in one day threeſcore and

eleven houſeholders, of whom only five were women. * Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 193.

* Ibid. P. 197,

5 - Moſt
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Moſt of the principal citizens fled into the country, but Edward Dutton Eſq.

the mayor, to his eternal honour, although his own houſe was infected, and ſome

of his children and ſervants died, ſtood to his poſt, and continued his exertions by

removing the fick from thoſe who were not infected, to endeavour to leſſen this

dreadful calanity, and check its progreſs: cabbins were made for the poor in the

quarries without the walls “.. We have no account of this dreadful malady being

particularly deſtructive at Cheſter in 1625 or 1665; in the former year we have

ſome intimation that the city was by extraordinary care kept free from infection".

In 1631 there was no fair held at Cheſter by reaſon of the infection in the ad

jacent country". In 1647 the plague was more fatal than at any former period,

1906 perſons dying between the 22d of June and the 21ſt of Oétober'; in 1661

there was no Michaelmas fair by reaſon of the infečtion *.

Two weekly markets have been held at Cheſter on Wedneſday and Saturday,

from time immemorial; they are ſpoken of in an ancient record among the privi

leges which the city claimed by preſcription. Theſe markets are plentifully ſup

plied with fiſh, butchers’ meat, and other proviſions, and they were formerly con

fiderable markets for corn, but of late years little trade has been carried on in that

article: the corn market was removed from the Eaſt-gate-ſtreet to the North

gate-ſtreet in the reign of Edward I. In 1655 it was determined, that a horſe

market ſhould be kept every Wedneſday in North-gate-ſtreet, between the gate

leading to the corn-market and the Abbey gate".

There are three annual fairs at Cheſter; at Midſummer, Michaelmas, and on

the laſt Thurſday in February; the latter called Horn and Hoof fair, is of modern

date, having been granted by King Charles II.; it is principally for the ſale of horſes

and cattle: the others are of great antiquity, being recognized as eſtabliſhed fairs

by the charter of Hugh Lupus earl of Cheſter, who granted to the abbot and con

vent of St. Werburgh the extraordinary privilege, that no criminals reſorting to

their fairs at Cheſter ſhould be arreſted for any crime whatever, except ſuch

as they might have committed during their ſtay in this city. The origin of the

juriſdićtion of the Dutton family over the Cheſhire minſtrels, already ſpoken of ,

is attributed to a circumſtance which happened at the Midſummer fair in the time

of Ranulph de Blundeville, Earl of Cheſter. It is ſaid, that this earl being be

ſieged by the Welſh in his caſtle of Rhuddlan, John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter,

by the aid of certain minſtrels then at the fair, colle&ed together a great number

of diſorderly people, whom the protećtion before-mentioned had drawn together

from all parts, and ſent them under the command of Hugh Dutton his ſteward

• Annals of Cheſter, Harl. MSS. N° 2125. * Ibid. * Corporation Records,

‘Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. 1778, Vol. ii. p. 949. * Corporation Records.

* Corporation Records. : See P.523-527.

4 H 2 to
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to the Earl's relief, which was inſtantaneouſly effected; for the Welſh ſeeing their

numbers, and not being aware of their want of arms and diſcipline, immediately

raiſed the fiege. The Earl, in gratitude for his delivery, is ſaid to have granted

to the conſtable the juriſdićtion before-mentioned, which was immediately con

veyed by him to Hugh Dutton and his heirs. It was cuſtomary until the middle

of the laſt century for the minſtrels of Cheſhire to accompany the lord of

Dutton or his ſteward to St. John's church on Midſummer-day, with muſic play

ing, and from thence after divine ſervice to the place where he kept his court;

the laſt proceſſion of minſtrels was in 1756*. The citizens of Cheſter appear to

have poſſeſſed a preſcriptive right with reſpect to the two ancient fairs of St.Werburgh

and St. John, collateral with that of the abbot and convent. The grant to the con

vent, of a fair on the feſtival of St. Werburgh is in Hugh Lupus’s charter, and

confirmed by a charter of Ranulph de Blundeville': after much litigation, the

right of holding fairs was adjudged, not long before the Reformation, to be

veſted in the citizens ſolely ". . Theſe fairs, which are ſtill continued, are great

* See p. 527. * Ranulph de Blundeville earl of Cheſter granted permiſſion to the abbot and

monks of St. Werburgh to hold their fairs and markets before the Abbey gates. Dugdale's Monaſt.

Vol. i.p. 40, Henry Bradſhaw in his Life of St. Werburgh ſpeaks of this as a grant of Hugh Lupus.

“The er'e gave the place many grete freedoms ,

Within Cheſtre cite whiche ben knowen of olde,

With fingular privileges and auncient cuſtoms,

Saynte Werburghe faire with profites manyfolde.

That no marchandiſe ſhoulde be bought ne ſolde

Endurynge the faire dayes in writynge as we finde,

But afore the Abbay gate, to have and to holde.” "

Nothing of this appears in Hugh Lupus’s charter; only the grant of a fair for three days, with its tolls.

* It appears that in the reign of Edward IV. the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh claimed tolls

at the fair of St. Werburgh for two days and a half; they claimed alſo to have the fair of St. John

held before the gates of the abbey; the mayor and citizens on the contrary contended, that they had

a right to expoſe their merchandize any where within the city. By an agreement then made between

the parties, the abbot and convent retained their right to tolls; the citizens were allowed to build

booths in the Abbey-green, but not ſo as to obſtruct the paſſage to the Abbey; and the abbot and

convent agreed not to let their houſes near the fair whilſt the citizens’ booths remained unoccupied,

but afterwards they were to let them either to citizens or ſtrangers. (Harl. MSS. N° 2072. f. 28.)

Notwithſtanding this agreement litigations ſtill continued between the convent and the city, till the

year 1513, when an award was made by Sir Charles Booth and others on ſeveral matters in diſpute

between the parties; by this award it was determined, that for the future the abbot ſhould have no

longer any intereſt in the fair of St. Werburgh; their claim as to the fair of St. John the Baptiſt ap

pears to have been ſettled by the former agreement: the award of 1 Henry VIII. is copied at length

in Randal Holme's colle&tions ; (Harl. MSS. N° 2152. f. 95. &c. &c.). By his anſwer to a quo

warranto in the reign of Henry VII. it appears that the abbot then claimed a fair for three days at the

feſtival of St. Werburgh; the privilege of arreſting trangreſſors during the fair, and committing them

to his own priſon; of trying criminals for felony to be executed at the Earl's gallows, and that no

thief ſhould be taken up by the Earl's bailiff, or by the mayor. (Harl, MSS. 2060. p. 8 i.)

3 martS
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marts for the ſale of various ſorts of goods, particularly Iriſh linens", muffins,

and other articles manufactured in Lancaſhire; woollen cloths from Yorkſhire;

flannel from Wales and Lancaſhire; hardware from Sheffield and Birmingham;

hops, &c.; on the two firſt days there is a great ſale of horſes and other cattle.

There is little appearance of buſineſs in the principal ſtreets; the ſhops of moſt of

the tradeſmen who reſort to the fair being arranged in rows within halls appointed

for that purpoſe. In 1663 the linen-cloth market was ordered to be removed

from the Eaſt-gate-ſtreet, to the rows in Water-gate-ſtreet, where it had been an

ciently held "; in 1755, the dean and chapter built a linen cloth hall, between the

cathedral and North-gate-ſtreet: the preſent Iriſh linen-hall, ſituated a little to

the north of Water-gate-ſtreet, is a ſpacious brick ſtructure of a quadrangular form,

built in the year 1778, at the expence of ſome of the principal linen merchants;

it contains thirty-ſix double and twenty-four ſingle ſhops : the old linen-hall

above-mentioned is now occupied, during the fairs, by ſhops for Yorkſhire cloths,

Scotch manufactures, hardware, &c.: the Mancheſter hall in Eaſt-gate-ſtreet,

is principally for the manufactures of that populous town : the ſhops for coarſe

Welſh linen, flannels, &c. are in the exchange, and there are many temporary

ſhops and ſtandings in the rows for woollen cloths, flannels, muſlins, &c. &c.

A large commercial hall, called the Union-hall, is now erecting in Fore-gate

ſtreet; it is intended principally for Yorkſhire woollen cloths and Mancheſter

goods, and is to contain fixty fingle and ten double ſhops, beſides a covered ſpace

large enough for eighty ſtalls: the building is one hundred and fixty-eight feet

long and ninety-two wide. Courts of piepowder are held by the ſheriffs at each

of the fairs. In 1615 there was a lottery of filver-plate and jewels at the Talbot,

" Mr. Pennant informs us, that the linen trade at Cheſter began in the year 1736, in which year

449,654 yards were imported ; he ſays, that the importation regularly increaſed till the laſt year of the

then late war, from which time till the date of his Tour in Wales (the preface of which is dated 1778),

it continued at a par. He ſtates the annual importation at 13co boxes and packs, including 3 co boxes

and packs imported into Liverpool, and ſent acroſs the Merſey to Cheſter; and he calculates the

annual importation by the yard at two millions of yards, or one million at each fair. This latter part

of the calculation appears to be much under-rated, but the exact quantity cannot be aſcertained, as the

number of packs and that of boxes are not diſtinguiſhed. In 1786, when the trade appears to have

been at its greateſt height, there were 1684 packs and 788 boxes brought into the port of Cheſter,

excluſively of ſuch linens as had been imported to Liverpool, making about five millions and a half of

yards. Since this time the linen trade at Cheſter has been on the decline; in 1796 only 582 packs and

828 boxes were imported into Cheſter, and in 1806 only 327 packs and 936 boxes. The quantity

of bye goods, which are linens imported at Liverpool, or ſuch as have been previouſly purchaſed at

Cheſter and conveyed back again for ſale, from Mancheſter and other places, have conſiderably in

creaſed fince the date of Mr. Pennant's Tour, and may be averaged at about 60 packs and 74o

boxes each year, which will make the whole quantity of linen now brought into Cheſter annually for

ſale about three millions and a half of yards.

° Corporation Records.

Il Cºlt



606 C H E S H I R. E.

near the Eaſt-gate, at the Midſummer fair; “the box was kept by ſheriff Holme,

and every day brought thither by a trumpet, and the mottoes delivered by the

ſheriff’s ſon’.” It appears that at an early period William Wiſtaſton held the

manor of Wiſłaſton, and lands in Rope, Willaſton, &c. by the ſervice of finding

a man and horſe to keep the fairs at Cheſter twice a year, according to the cuſtom

of the fairs". A glove is hung out at St. Peter's church fourteen days before the

commencement of each fair, and till its concluſion, being twenty-nine days,

during which time non-freemen are allowed to trade within the city, but little

buſineſs is tranſačted before the commencement of the fairs. It is not im

probable, that the glove might allude originally to what was confidered as the

ſtaple trade of the city; in corroboration of which it may be obſerved, that at the

Midſummer ſhow a glove was formerly delivered by the wet-glovers to the mayor,

as a part of their homage, and to this day it is not unuſual for the glovers to pre

ſent the mayor with a pair of gloves on his election.

From its ſituation on the eſtuary of the Dee, Cheſter has always been a ſea

port of ſome conſequence. It has been ſuppoſed, that in the time of the Saxons

horſes and ſlaves were among the chief articles of exportation from this county,

and that the priſoners taken in their frequent ſkirmiſhes with their neighbours the

Welſh, furniſhed its inhabitants with the chief ſupply for the latter'. It appears by

the Domeſday ſurvey, that martin-ſkins formed one of the chief articles of commerce

about the time of the conqueſt. Cheeſe, for which this county has been cele

brated from time immemorial, was one of the principal exports many centuries

ago, and wine appears to have been in the twelfth century", as till of late years

it continued to be, the moſt conſiderable foreign import. Among the chief imports

of the preſent day, are linen in confiderable quantities from Ireland', ſkins from

• Harl. MSS. N° 2125. * Woodnoth's Colle&tions, f. 237. b. There is no date to the

record, but it appears to have been in or about the reign of Edward I. . * See Pennant’s Tour

in Wales, Vol. i. p. 133, 134, where a deſcription of the ſale of ſlaves at Briſtol is quoted from

Malmſbury's Life of Biſhop Wulſtan. * Lucian, a monk, who lived in that century, ſpeaks

of their having wine in plenty and profuſion at Cheſter, from the copious vintages of foreign countries.

See Camden. Henry Bradſhaw, in his Life of St. Werburgh, ſpeaking of Cheſter, ſays,

“There is great merchandiſe, ſhyps, and wynes ſtrong,

With all thyngs of pleaſure the citezens among.”

* Iriſh linen and ſkins were among the principal articles of importation about the year 1439, as

appears by the following extračt from a poem publiſhed in Hakluyt, Vol. i. p. 199.

“ Iriſh wooll, and linen cloth, faldinge,

And marterns good be her merchandie,

Hertes hides and other of venerie,

Skins of otter, ſquirrel, and Iriſh hare,

, Of ſheep, lambe and foxe is her chaffare,

Felles of kiddes and conies great plentie.” º

Leghorn,
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Leghorn, timber, hemp, and flax: the principal exports are lead, lead-ore, and

coals: oak-bark was formerly a conſiderable article of exportation, principally

to Ireland. The trade of Cheſter, injured by its vicinity to the flouriſhing port of

Liverpool, and by the impediments " which, notwithſtanding all that has been

done, ſtill exiſt in the channel of the Dee, has been gradually declining, and

the duties now amount to ſcarcely more than one-fifth of what they produced

twenty years ago". The Cuſtom-houſe at Cheſter was built in 1633; the preſent

quay was conſtrućted in the year 17687.

Ship-building has been carried on at Cheſter for many centuries, but not to ſo

great an extent as of late years; there are now more ſhips built here than at

Liverpool, they being in great eſtimation among the merchants at that and other

principal ſea-ports of England and Scotland, as particularly well founded, and in

the mariner's phraſe, ſea-worthy. The Swan ſloop, built about the year 1740, is

the only ſhip of war built at this port.

* See an account of the improvements of the river Dee, p. 418,419, and of the Cheſter Canals and

others communicating with it, p. 423. * The comparative flate of the trade of Cheſter

for the laſt thirty years may be ſeen from the following Table.

TRADE of Chester. 1776. 1786. 1796. 1806.

Coaſting Veſſels entered inwards 208 24. I 206 I 49

D° d” outwards 619 454 4O2 35o

Ireland inwards I4O 48 32 195 -

U2 outwards IO4. Io:3 51 329 } confidered foreign.

America inwards 2

Do outwards 5 2 t

Iſle of Man, and other foreign

parts, outwards. 3 13 I 9

o inwards 4. 23 I5 I

Exported to foreign Parts,
Chaldrons of Coals 2877 2616 272 16519

Tons of Lead I 18.4 14 Io 16o I I

Ore 168 245

Bark 18 37o . 695 16

Exported coaſtways,

Tons of Lead 2813 1058 1163 22OC

— Ore. 43 I 3og 376 490

Number ofShips inforeign trade 22 8 6 I 3 -

coaſting trade I3 25 17 14 || belonging to this port.

Amount of duties or murage * |4, 159 19 8|4, 293 4, 122 or olá 61 4 9

• A ſmall duty paid by all merchandize imported into Cheſter, for the purpoſe of keeping the walls in repair,

7 Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Wol, ii. p. 644, Th

Ile
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The manufacture of gloves was formerly carried on in this city to a great

extent. Mr. Pennant ſpeaks of it as the only manufacture, and they were confi

dered as the ſtaple commodity of the place: but this trade has much declined,

and there are now not more than two or three hundred perſons, moſtly women,

employed in it. The tanners and ſkinners ſtill carry on a conſiderable trade,

but not ſo extenſive as formerly ’.

There was formerly a very extenſive manufacture of tobacco-pipes at Cheſter,

eſtabliſhed nearly two centuries ago; the pipes were eſteemed the beſt in Europe,

and about thirty years ago, were exported in great quantities to foreign countries;

pipes of a peculiar ſort, called hog-pipes, being ſhorter than thoſe in common uſe,

were made for the Guinea trade : the home trade now only remains, and that in

a diminiſhed ſtate : the clay now uſed in this manufacture is procured from

Devonſhire. The editors of the Magna Britannia, publiſhed in 1720, ſpeak of

the trade of Cheſter, as having been much augmented by the induſtry and

ingenuity of a colony of Dutch, who had then lately ſettled there. We cannot

find any trace of ſuch a circumſtance, nor do any Dutch names appear in the

parochial records of that period. It is not improbable that the Palatines were

meant, for it appears that many of thoſe diſtreſſed foreigners who ſought a

refuge in England in the year 1709 remained in this kingdom, and ſome of

them are known to have reſided at Cheſter, in St. John's pariſh. The moſt

confiderable manufactures of the preſent day, beſides thoſe already mentioned,

are tobacco, ſnuff, needles, white lead, iron, and patent ſhot.

The Dee mills, ſituated near the bridge in the pariſh of St. Mary, belong to

Edward Ommany Wrench Eſq., and are let, chiefly for the purpoſe of grinding

flour, to ſeveral tenants: they were in great part burnt down on the 27th of

September 1789, and rebuilt upon a larger ſcale. Theſe mills, which belonged

formerly to the Earl of Cheſter and produced a conſiderable revenue, are of great

antiquity; they were exiſting in 11 19, and ſome of them were rebuilt by John

Scot Earl of Cheſter, who died in 1237 °. In the year 1284 they were leaſed by

King Edward I. for twelve years, at the high rent of 2001. per ann." to Richard

* See p. 606. Queen Elizabeth granted a licence to Arthur Balſano, to export from Cheſter

6000 dickers of leather of calves-ſkins, annually for ſeven years; King James I. granted a

licence to James Maxwell Eſq., to export 18,0oo annually for twenty-one years.-Harl. MSS. No.

zooi, f. 735. -

• Harl. MSS. N° 2cos. f. 43. * Equal to Cozol, per ann, of our preſent

money.

* the
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the Engineer “: the Black Prince granted them for life to Sir Howell y Fwyall, in

reward for his bravery at the battle of Poićtiers, where he took the French King

priſoner": King Edward VI. granted the Dee-mills with the fiſhery at Cheſter, in

exchange for eſtates in Lincolnſhire, to Sir Richard Cotton, of whoſe family they

were purchaſed in 1587, ſubjećt to a reſerved rent of Iool. per ann. by Thomas

Gamul Eſq., father of Sir Francis Gamul Bart. In 1646 it was ordered by par

liament that the Dee-mills, (erroneouſly deſcribed as having been then lately held

under the crown by Francis Gamul a delinquent,) and the cauſey, being a great

annoyance and obſtrućtion to the trade of the city, ſhould be taken down and

deſtroyed within four months"; that within a year, new water-courſes ſhould be

made for other mills to be erected upon the Rood-eye, or ſome other lands

belonging to the corporation, employing the materials of the old mills and the

cauſey; the profits of the new mills, over and above the fee-farm-rent and other

outgoings, to be for the uſe and benefit of the city'. This order appears never

to have been carried into execution. In 1652 it was again in contemplation to

pull down the Dee-mills, and to deſtroy the dam acroſs the river, for the purpoſe

of making a harbour 4. The Dee mills were inherited by Sir Francis Gamul's five

co-heireſſes, the huſband of one of whom having purchaſed two of the other

fhares, three-fifths paſſed by inheritance and deviſe to the Shaws of Eltham in

Kent, of whom they were purchaſed in 1742 by Mr. Edward Wrench, uncle of

the preſent owner; who is now poſſeſſed of the whole of this valuable property;

another ſhare of which was purchaſed of the repreſentatives of Sydney Gamul

in 1753, by the late Mr. Wrench, and the remaining ſhare, which had under

gone ſeveral alienations, by E. O. Wrench Eſq., the preſent proprietor, in 1808.

The reſerved rent was purchaſed of the aſſignees of the Cotton family in

1776.

It appears by the record of Domeſday, that in the reign of Edward the

Confeſſor there were ſeven mint-maſters in Cheſter, who, when their mints were

worked, paid 7 l. to the King, over and above the accuſtomed rent. In the reign

of King William III. Cheſler was one of the fix cities in which mints were erected

* Ingeniatori Noſiro. Writ of Inquiry to aſcertain the damages done to the mills by inundations,

which damages were to be allowed out of the rent. Richard I.ewgenor, alias Ingeniator, probably

the leſſee of the mills, was mayor of Cheſter in 1305. King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 169.
* Pennant's Wales, Vol. i. p. 157. t

* Some ſuch meaſure as this (at leaſt as far as relates to the cauſey), had been in contemplation

in 160S, and was then refifted by the Gamul family: the matter was referred to the privy-council,

and by them to the judges, who decreed that the cauſey ſhould remain. — Vale-Royal.

* Corporation Records. * Several proceedings of Parliament, March 1652.

VoI. II. 4 I for



6io . C H E S H I R. E.

for recoining the filver of the kingdom". By an ačt of Parliament paſſed in the

year 17oo the goldſmiths of this city were incorporated into a company, who

were to elect an aſſayer for the purpoſe of affaying all wrought plate of gold or

ſilver.

The city of Cheſter, ſtill ſurrounded by its ancient walls", is divided into four

principal ſtreets, called Eaſtgate-ſtreet, Northgate-ſtreet, Bridge-ſtreet, and Water

gate-ſtreet. The carriage road in theſe ſtreets is on a level with the under

ground warehouſes: over theſe are open galleries, called rows, for the accommoda

tion of foot-paſſengers, which occupy the ſpace between the front of the tradeſmen's

ſhops and the ſtreet; the upper rooms of the houſes project over the rows, ſo as to

be even with the warehouſes beneath. The general appearance of theſe rows is as

if the firſt ſtories in front of all the houſes had been laid open, and made to commu

nicate with each other, pillars only being left for the ſupport of the ſuperſtrućture:

the foot paſſengers appear from the ſtreet as if they were walking along within

the houſes, up one pair of ſtairs. At the interſe&ions of the ſtreets there are flights

of ſteps leading to the oppoſite rows. Some of the rows are ſo wide that the

proprietors of the houſes place ſtalls between the footway and the ſtreet, which

they let out advantageouſly to other tradeſmen, particularly during the fairs.

Mr. Pennant thinks that he diſcerns in theſe rows the form of the ancient veſtibules

attached to the houſes of the Romans who once poſſeſſed this city: many veſtiges

of their edifices have certainly been diſcovered at Cheſter, as we have already no

ticed", but there ſeems to be little reſemblance between the Cheſter rows, and

the veſtibules of the Romans, whoſe houſes were conſtructed only of one ſtory.

Some have attributed the origin of the rows to the period when Cheſter was

liable to frequent attacks from the Welſh, which induced the inhabitants to

build their houſes in this form, that when the enemy ſhould at any time have

forced an entrance, they might avoid the danger of the horſemen, and annoy

their affailants as they paſſed through the ſtreets'.

Elthelred and Ethelfleda, Earl and Counteſs of Mercia, are ſaid to have

re-built the walls of Cheſter about the year 608, and to have enlarged

their circuit to double their former extent; but the fact of their enlargement is

reaſonably doubted by Mr. Pennant; their form being ſo entirely Roman, and

Roman antiquities having been found every where within their circuit, ſeeming to

* See the aët of 12 & 13 William III. * There is no other city or town in the kingdom

whoſe walls ſtill remain entire; thoſe of Conway are the moſt ſo, ſince the recent demolition of a

great part of the walls of Carliſle. * See p. 428-431. * King's Vale-Royal,

part ii. p. 20. & Harl, MSS. N° 1989.

3 denote
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denote clearly that they occupy the ſame ſite as thoſe of the Roman town. The

walls were repaired and ſtrongly fortified by the Norman Earls; we firſt read of

murage duties being granted to the citizens for their repair in 1307": by theſe

duties the walls have been ever fince kept in repair, under the management of

certain officers, called murengers, choſen by the corporation as before-mentioned.

The walls are ſomewhat more than a mile and three-quarters in circumference; on

the top is a paved walk of ſufficient width for two perſons to walk a-breaſt, which

in its circuit affords a great variety of pleaſing proſpects, in which the river Dee,

Beeſton-caſtle and rock, Broxton and Peckforton hills, and thoſe of Flintſhire and

Denbighſhire, with the caſtle and church of Hawarden, are prominent features.

There are four principal gates in the walls of Cheſter, beſides poſterns; the

North-gate, Eaſt-gate, Bridge-gate, and Water-gate: all theſe, except the North

gate", of which the citizens had the charge", were kept by perſons who held

by ſerjeanty under the Earls of Cheſter, and were entitled to certain tolls, which

are ſpecified in an inquiſition, taken in the year 1321 °. The cuſtody of the

gates, with the tolls payable at each, have at ſeveral times been purchaſed by

the corporation. The cuſtody of the Bridge-gate ", with the ſerieanty of Bridge

ſtreet, and the cuſtody of the garden of the caſtle at Cheſter, belonged, in

in the reign of Edward III. to the Raby family ', from whom they paſſed by co

heireſſes to the Norris's of Speke in Lancaſhire and the Troutbecks; the moiety,

which belonged to the Norris family was purchaſed by the corporation of Sir

William Norris in 1624; the other moiety was purchaſed of the Earl of

Shrewſbury, as repreſentative of the Troutbecks in 1660, when a ſuite of rooms

(ſtill veſted in the Shrewſbury family), was reſerved to the uſe of the Earl and his

heirs, in a houſe near the bridge, now belonging to John Cotgreave Eſq.

In an inquiſition (20 Jac. I.) Sir William Troutbeck is ſaid to have held

the ſerjeanty of the Bridge-gate, and the cuſtody of the caſtle-garden, by

reaſon of his poſſeſſing the manors of Little-Neſton and Hargrave, but it

does not appear that the tenures were connected at an early period, or that the

* King's Vale. Royal, part i. p. 169. " The North-gate, which was taken down in 1808,

is now re-building after a deſign of Mr. Harriſon's, of the Doric order, at the expence of Earl

Groſvenor. * See p. 571.

* Entered in the Black-book of Cheſter, among the munimants of the corporation.

* The inquiſition of 1321 ſtates that the keeper of this gate was bound to find locks and keys

for the Bridge-gate, and the neighbouring poſtern, called Ship gate, and a man to watch and open

and ſhut the ſaid gates.

* Eſch. 23 Edw. III. and 43 Edw. III., in the caſtle at Cheſter.

4 I 2 Rabys,
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Rabys, from whom Sir William Troutbeck claimed, ever poſſeſſed thoſe manors.

Philip de Raby, in the reign of Edward III., together with the cuſtody of the

Bridge-gate, had that of the Earl's garden at the caſtle, for which ſervice he was

entitled to the fruit of a certain tree, called a “Reſtyng-tree,” and to the fruit

of the other trees in the garden, after the firſt ſhaking; and he was to furniſh the

Earl's houſhold from the ſaid garden, with colewort from Michaelmas to Lent,

and with leeks during Lent'. The old Bridge-gate had two round towers, on

the weſternmoſt of which was an octagonal tower, built" for the purpoſe of

the water-works; the gate and towers were taken down in the years 1780 and

1781; the gate was rebuilt in 1782. - -

The ſerjeanty of the Eaſt-gate, with the buildings and houſes above and within,

was given by King Edward I. to Henry Bradford, in exchange for the manor of

Bradford in Delamere *: it was afterwards in the Truſſells, from whom it de

ſcended to the Veres Earls of Oxford, and paſſed to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, and

the Crewes with Brewer's-Hall and other eſtates, which had belonged to the

Bradfords and Truffells. The keeper of this gate was bound by his ſerjeanty to

find a crannock and a buſhell for meaſuring the ſalt brought in. The weights

and meaſures of the city are ſtill inſpected by the ſerjeant of the Eaſt-gate.

Sir Randal Crewe appears to have been in treaty with the city, about purchaſ

ing the tolls of the Eaſt-gate ", but the buſineſs was not finally ſettled till 1662,

when John Crewe Eſq. releaſed his right in theſe tolls to the corporation, in

confideration of a rent-charge of 21. 134. 4d. on the Rood-eye : he reſerved the

cuſtody of the gate, and the adjoining ſhops and buildings, with the appointment

of the bailiff, or ſerjeant of the gate, and ſtipulated that his own cattle, carts,

horſes, &c. and thoſe of his heirs, ſhould be toll-free *. The appointment of the

ſerjeant is now veſted in his deſcendant, Lord Crewe. On the ſite of the Eaſt

gate is an arch, built at the expence of Richard Lord Groſvenor ".

* Eſcheats in the caſtle at Cheſter, 24 Edw. III.

* It appears to have been a part of the plan of the engineer of the water-works in 1583, to

conſtruśt a circular tower on the Bridge-gate (Harl. MSS. N° 2,093.); but it is moſt probable

the tower was not built till John Tyrer undertook the water-works in 16co, as Webb in his deſcrip

tion of Cheſter (written in 1622), ſays, “ the Bridge-gate has of late been beautifled by a ſeemly

water work of ſtone, built ſteeple-wiſe, by the ingenious induſtry and charge of a late worthy member

of the city, John Tyrer Gent.”—Vale-Royal, part i. p. 17.

• Harl. MSS. N° 2,057, f. 147. * Ibid. N° 2091. f. 241. b. * Corporation Records.

• The corner-flone was laid in 1767; the centres were ſtruck April 7, 1768. Hiſtory of Cheſter,

8vo. Vol. ii. p. 644, -

. . . . - The
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The cuſtody of the Water-gate belonged for ſeveral generations to the Earls of

Derby, of whom it was purchaſed by the corporation about the year 1778.

The ſerjeant of this gate is bound to execute the mayor's proceſſes on the river

Dee. On the ſite of this gate a new and ſpacious arch was erected in 1788, the

expence being defrayed out of the murage duties.

The principal poſtern gates were Cale-yard gate, obtained by the abbot and

convent, in the reign of Edward I., as a paſſage to their kitchen-garden;

New-gate, formerly called Woolfield or Woolf-gate (which was repaired and

enlarged in 1608), leading to Pepper-ſtreet", and Ship-gate, leading to the

paſſage over the Dee, ſtill uſed as a foot-way: the arch of the latter is ſuppoſed to

be of Roman archite&ture. :

There were formerly ſeveral towers on the city-wall, built for the purpoſe of

defence, and for annoying the enemy. The New-Tower, ſometimes called the

Water-Tower, projećting from the walls towards the Dee, twenty-four feet in.

height, was built by the citizens in 1322, at the expence of Iool, according

to the contračt made with John Helpſtone the architect. Large iron rings are:

attached to this tower for the purpoſe of faſtening veſſels, which before the

harbour was choaked with ſands, came up to the walls. A thoroughfare-tower,

leading to the water-tower, was anciently called Bonewaldesthorne-tower.

The Phoenix-tower, from which King Charles I. was a ſad ſpectator of the

defeat of his army on Rowton-heath, takes its name from the creſt of the painters

ſtainers' company placed on the front, with the arms of other companies who,

held their meetings in the tower: it appears to have been formerly called.

Newton-tower . There are ſcarcely any remains of the Goblins tower, which was

called alſo Pemberton's-tower; the lower part of it is arched over and fitted up.

with ſtone benches. The ſadlers’-tower, where the company of ſadlers held.

their meetings, was taken down about the year 1780. -

At the interfection of the four principal ſtreets was a croſs, called the High

croſs", taken down in the year 1646", after the city had fallen into the hands

of the parliamentary army; the ancient fonts in all the churches were at the ſame

time deſtroyed.

* This gate has been ſometimes called Pepper-gate, as in the Cheſter proverb, “When the daughters

is ſtolen, ſhut Pepper-gate,” ſaid to have originated from the circumſtance of the daughter of a mayor

of Cheſter having made her eſcape with her lover through this gate. r

* Rogers's MSS. * -

* From a ſketch of it in the Harleian Colleaion of MSS. No. 2073, it appears to have been a

clumſy erection, of the age of King James I.

* Harl. MSS. No. 2125,

The
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The bridge over the Dee conſiſts of ſeven ſtone arches: it is an erroneous

opinion, that the preſent ſtrućture is of very remote antiquity, it was originally

of timber, and we have two records of its total deſtrućtion, in conſequence of

an irruption of the ſea in the thirteenth century". The ſouth end of the

preſent ſtructure was newly built in the year 1500. The ancient gates, which

ſtood one at each end of the bridge, were taken down in the years 1782 and

1784.

The black friers appear to have made an aquedućt for bringing water from

Spital-Boughton to Cheſter, as early as the reign of Edward I*. Theſe works

had gone to decay before the year 1537, when Dr. Wall began to make conduits

at Boughton, for the purpoſe of bringing water to the Bridge-gate in pipes of

lead : in 1583 a conduit was begun by the contrivance of an ingenious work

man" for conveying water to the High-croſs at the expence of the citizens, to

which the Offley family, Mr. Alderſey, and Mr. Withers, are ſaid to have been

principal contributors. In or about the year 16oo, a new water-work at the

bridge was begun by Mr. John Tyrer, for conveying water to moſt parts of

the city: in 1622 Mr. Tyrer procured a grant of the Boughton water-works:

in 1692 Tyrer's works having become decayed and ruinous, ſome new works

were begun, but the ſcheme not anſwering, other water-works were begun in

1698; by theſe the city is ſtill ſupplied with water, which is conveyed by fix

forcing pumps; the greateſt elevation is about twenty yards: the original

undertaking was divided into fix ſhares, each of which is now worth about 17ool.

and produces nearly 8o 1. per ann. Tyrer's tower on the weſt fide of the

Bridge-gate, was taken down in the year 1780. An act of Parliament for

lighting, paving, and cleanſing the ſtreets, rows, and paſſages in Cheſter,

paſſed in the year 1761 ; this ačt was amended and altered, and its powers

enlarged by an ačt paſſed in 18o3.

* Pons Ceſtria totus cecidit, 1227—Mare erupit, Pontem Ceſtriae confregit et aſportavit, 1279.

See extraëts from an ancient chronicle of Cheſter-abbey in Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia.

• Biſhop Tanner.

* King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 202, 203.– In 1573, Richard Dutton, then mayor, made an

agreement with Peter Morris for making a conduit from St. Giles's-well, at Spital-Boughton to the

croſs at St. Bride's church, but this ſeems not to have taken effea : in 1583 William Styles

being mayor, an agreement was made with John Sanderſon, for a conduit from Boughton to the

High-croſs; and in 1584 another agreement was made, by Robert Brerewood then mayor, for

making a ſtone houſe at the High-croſs, for the ciſtern. Hari. MSS. N° 2,093. f. 205, & 207.

The

*
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The city of Cheſter is divided into nine pariſhes and twelve wards'. The

pariſhes are St. Oſwald's, St. John's, St. Peter’s, Trinity, St. Bridget's or St.

Bride's, St. Michael's, St. Mary's, St. Olave's, and St. Martin's.

The pariſh of St. Oſwald compriſes the chapelry of Bruera, or Church-on

Heath, and ſeveral townſhips, extending into the hundreds of Broxton, Ediſbury,

and Wirral, ſome of them four or five miles from the city, and the little Iſle of

Hilbree, twenty miles diſtant, at the mouth of the Dee. That part of the pariſh

of St. Oſwald which is within the walls, contained in 1801 ſeven hundred and

twenty-four houſes, of which ſeven hundred and fix were occupied, and 3377.

inhabitants.

The ancient church of St. Oſwald which gave name to the pariſh, is ſuppoſed

to have occupied the ſite of the preſent church of that name; and it has been

conjećtured, that at an early period, the abbot and convent, wiſhing to attach

it to the cathedral, built the chapel of St. Nicholas, at a little diſtance to the

ſouth-weſt, for the pariſhioners *. The pariſh-church of St. Oſwald was re-built

in the reign of Henry VII., as appears by an agreement between the abbot of

Cheſter and the pariſhioners of St. Oſwald, bearing date 1488, concerning the

proportion to be paid by each towards the expences: in this agreement it is

called the New-church of St. Oſwald, then lately edified at the end of the

chapel, called St. Nicholas’-chapel, within the precinóts of the monaſtery of St.

Werburgh 1: it appears alſo by this agreement that the roof, battlements, &c.

were to be finiſhed in 1490. After this, the chapel of St. Nicholas having been

ſuffered to go to decay, was, in 1545, ſold to the corporation by whom it was re

paired and uſed for ſome time as their common-hall: it was afterwards fitted up

as a theatre.

In St. Oſwald's church is the monument of Sir William Gerard, one of the juſtices

of Wales, lord chancellor of Ireland, and recorder of Cheſter, who died in 1581:

memorials for ſome of the Booth family, particularly Sir John Booth Knt., who

died in 1678, and his ſon George Booth" Eſq. who died in 1719 ; the Farringtons

of

According to a diviſion of wards, which took place in 1533, they were then fifteen in number:

viz. Eaſt-gate, St. Oſwald’s, Corn-market, North-gate, St. Thomas, St. Peter, St. Bridget, St.

Michael, Beaſt-market, St. Mary, St. Olave, St. Giles, St. John, St. Martin, and the Holy Trinity:

the three laſt had two conſtables each, the others only one. The wards of St. Peter, the Corn

market, and the Beaſt-market have been incorporated with ſome of the others.

* See King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 39. * Harl. MSS. N° 2163. f. 24.

* George Booth ſon of Sir John Booth Knt., and grandſon of Sir George Booth Bart. of Dunham

Maſſey, was many years prothonotary of Cheſter, and publiſhed a well-known law-book, on the

Nature
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of Cheſter, and ſeveral mayors and other members of the corporation, among

whom may be particularized William Alderſey Eſq., who died in 1577, and

William Alderſey Eſq. 1608, father and grandfather of William Alderſey, who

was alderman, and twice mayor of Cheſter, and compiler of the annals of

that city printed in King's Vale-Royal. When Webb wrote his deſcription of

Cheſter in 1622, the mayor and corporation uſually attended divine ſervice

at St. Oſwald’s church in the forenoon, on Sundays and other feſtivals ": in

the afternoon, it appears they went to St. Peter's ".

The manor of St. Thomas, called St. Thomas’s-court, in the city of Cheſter",

lying chiefly within the pariſh of St. Oſwald, and formerly belonging to the

abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, is now veſted in the dean and chapter: to

this manor, the manors of Great-Boughtón and Bridge-Trafford pay ſuit and ſer

vice, and their conſtables are elected at the court of the dean and chapter.

The townſhips of St. Oſwald, excluſively of thoſe in the chapelry of

Bruera, are Bach, Great-Boughton, Croughton, Huntington, Idinſhaw, Newton, and

Werwin. -

The townſhip of Bach, containing only three houſes, lies in the hundred of

Broxton, a mile north from Cheſter. The family of Chauntrell were, for many

generations, ſettled at Bach-Hall", and poſſeſſed of the manor, which before the

reformation they held under the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, and after

wards under the dean and chapter "... in the year 1666, it was purchaſed of the

Chauntrells, by Robert Whitby Gent. From his family it paſſed, partly by

Nature and Praćtice of Real A&tions, with ſome records of the county palatine of Cheſter ;

he publiſhed alſo a tranſlation of Diodorus Siculus. Mr. Booth died at the age of eighty-four ;

Elizabeth, an unmarried ſiſter, died in 1734, at the age of ninety-fix; his daughter, Catherine,

who married James Howard Eſq., nephew of the Earl of Berkſhire, died in 1765, at the age of

ninety-three.

* Vale-Royal, part i. p. 39.-The ſermons at St. Oſwald's were then preached by the biſhop,

dean, and prebendaries, or their ſubſtitutes; there was a ſeat for the corporation, and the biſhop

ſat with the mayor : ſoon after this, the dean and chapter removed the ſermons into the choir, but

finding the congregation incommoded for want of room, they erected a new pulpit, and placed ſome

ſeats at the weſt-end of the nave. There was a diſpute on theſe and other matters, between the

chapter and the corporation. See the caſe ſtated, and the opinion of the learned Selden, which was

in favour of the corporation, in Harl. MSS. N° 2103. f. 32, 33.

* See the account of that pariſh. * St. Thomas's church, or chapel, is now the deanery-houſe.

• As early as the reign of Henry VI. Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* The paramount authority over this manor was among the eſtates of the dean and chapter, which

Sir Richard Cotton obtained by a compulſory bargain. See p. 573, in the notes.

purchaſe,
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purchaſe, and partly by marriage", to the Cromptons, and about 1716, by an

heireſs of the Cromptons, to the Morgans of Golden-Grove in the county of

Flint. In 1800 it was purchaſed of Edward Morgan Eſq. by Samuel Brodhurſt

Eſq. the preſent proprietor: Bach, or Beach-Hall, is in the occupation of Hugh

Hughes Eſq. The Booths had a ſeat and lands in this townſhip, which be

longed afterwards to the family of Roberts, and have been lately purchaſed by

Mr. Brodhurſt. *

Great-Boughton was given by Hugh Lupus to the abbot and convent of St.

Werburgh, together with Croughton and Huntington"; the two former in the

reign of Edward VI. were obtained of the dean and chapter, (to whom they had

been granted in the preceding reign,) by Sir Richard Cotton", who parcelled out

Great-Boughton among ſeveral fee-farmers. The principal manſion with its

demeſne was, for ſeveral generations, in a younger branch of the Davenports,

from whom it paſſed by female heirs" to the preſent poſſeſſor, William

Currie M. D.

The townſhip of Croughton, containing only three houſes, lies in the hundred

of Wirral, about three miles and a half nearly north from Cheſter. The manor

having been conveyed with Great-Boughton to Sir Richard Cotton, was ſold

by him in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to Richard Hurleſtone Eſq.; a co-heireſs

of the Hurleſtones brought it in marriage to John Leche Eſq. 7 of Carden,

father of William Leche Eſq. the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Huntington lies in the hundred of Broxton, about three miles

S. S. E. from Cheſter. After the diſſolution, this manor, which had belonged

(as before-mentioned) to the abbey of St. Werburgh, was granted by King

Henry VIII. to the dean and chapter: having been conveyed in the reign of

• William Crompton, alderman of Cheſter, married one of the co-heireſſes of Whitby.— Harl.

MSS. 2dIo.

* It does not appear that the convent long continued to enjoy the above manors under this grant;

Sir Philip Burnell having married an heireſs of William Patrick, whoſe anceſtor had poſſeſſed the

manors of Great-Boughton and Huntington in the reign of Richard I., had in the following century

a ſuit with the abbot and convent, which was terminated by their giving Sir Philip 200l. for a

conveyance of thoſe manors. Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See p. 573 in the notes.

* Jane Davenport, the aunt and deviſee of the laſt heir male of this branch, married Mr. Thomas

Hand, whoſe ſon had two daughters, married to Thomas Sherwin Eſq. (under-ſecretary of war in

1756,) and Hugh Foulkes Eſq. Robert, ſon of Hugh Foulkes, purchaſed the other moiety of

Boughton-Hall, and his only daughter and heir brought the whole in marriage to Dr. Currie.

* On the death of Charles Hurleſtone Eſq., the laſt heir male, it deſcended to the three daughters

of his elder brother, and, on a partition of his eſtates, this manor became the property of Mary the

ſecond daughter, who married John Leche Eſq.

Vol. II. 4 K Edward
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Edward VI. to Sir Richard Cotton", his ſon, or grandſon, ſold it to Sir George

Beverley: after Sir George's death it was purchaſed of his repreſentatives, by

Henry Harpur Eſq., whoſe daughter brought it in marriage to the family of Spencer.

Mrs. Margaret Spencer, widow of the great-grandſon of the purchaſer, having

been poſſeſſed of this eſtate in fee, conveyed it by marriage to her ſecond huſband,

the Rev. Richard Williams, rector of Hawarden, whoſe ſon ſold it in 1772,

to Thomas Brock Eſq., uncle to John Brock Wood Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The manor of Cheveley (a hamlet of this townſhip) which had alſo been

parcel of the poſſeſſions of the abbey and convent of St. Werburgh, now belongs

to Earl Groſvenor; Cheveley-Hall is a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Idinſhaw, or Iddinſhall, containing only two houſes, is fituated

about nine miles from Cheſter, and a mile and a half S. W. from Tarporley,

detached from any other part of the pariſh of St. Oſwald. The manor, which

had belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh", paſſed with Croughton

to Richard Hurleſtone Eſq., of whoſe family it was purchaſed, by Sir Peter

Pindar: either this Sir Peter, or a ſon of the ſame name, was created a baronet in

1662; the title became extinét, by the death of Sir Paul Pindar about the year

17oo, and this eſtate paſſed to Paul Williams Eſq. of Pont-y-Groyddel in right

of his mother, the repreſentative of that family, and from the Williams's by

female heirs to the Hydes and Giffords, ſucceſſively of Nerquis in the county of

Flint, being now the property of Miſs Elizabeth Gifford, the elder of the two

daughters of the late John Gifford Eſq., who died in 1797. The fite of the

ancient hall is moated, occupying an area of four ſtatute acres: the preſent hall

is a farm-houſe. -

The townſhip of Newton, compriſing the hamlet of Flookerſbrook, is fituated about

two miles north from Cheſter. The manor which had been given to the abbey

of St. Werburgh by William, conſtable of Cheſter, deſcended with Croughton, till

after the death of Charles Hurleſtone Eſq. ‘, when it paſſed in marriage with Anne,

the elder co-heireſs of that family, to Henry John Needham, afterwards viſcount

Kilmorey, and is now the property of his ſon the preſent viſcount. Newton-Hall,

the property of Lord Kilmorey, is occupied by George Parker Eſq. Flookerſ

brook was ſold in the reign of Henry VI. by John Maffey of Kelſall to John

Bruen, from whom it paſſed ſucceſſively to the Barrows and Sneyds: of the latter

family it was purchaſed by the Smiths of the Hough. Flookerſbrook-Hall, then

* See p. 573 in the notes.

* One-third of this manor was given to the abbey by Hugh Lupus: the other parts are ſuppoſed

to have been given by the family of Idinſhall. Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* He was ſheriff of Cheſhire in 1727.

the
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the ſeat of Sir Thomas Smith, was deſtroyed during the ſiege of Cheſter, in 1644

or 1645. This property has ſince paſſed through various hands in a divided

itate. -

The townſhip of Wervin lies in the hundred of Broxton about five miles

nearly N. E. from Cheſter. The manor, which had belonged to the abbey of St.

Werburgh, paſſed with Broughton and Newton, till after the death of Mr.

Hurleſtone the laſt heir male of that family, when Elizabeth the younger co-heireſs

brought it to Trafford Barnſton Eſq. : Mrs. Barnſton bequeathed it to her niece,

Mary Leche, now the wife of Mr. Thomas Roberts, (who is in her right the

preſent lord of the manor,) with remainder in moieties to the preſent Lord

Kilmorey and Mr. Leche of Carden.

There was an ancient chapel at Wervin, the profits of which were given,

among other revenues, by Roger, abbot of St. Werburgh, for augmenting the

kitchen-ſtores, in order that the number of monks might be increaſed to forty;

there are ſtill ſome ſmall remains of this chapel, which, before the civil war, had a

font, and is therefore deſcribed by the third Randal Holme as a parochial

chapel". -

At the extremity of the peninſula of Wirral, not far from the coaſt, is a

ſmall iſland, called Hilbree, or Hilbury, containing about ten ſtatute acres",

which, although twenty miles diſtant from Cheſter, is in the pariſh of St.

Oſwald: this connection is to be attributed to the circumſtance of its having

belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, who eſtabliſhed there a

ſmall cell of monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary: “thither,” ſays Holinſhed,

“went a ſort of ſuperſtitious fools in pilgrimage to our lady of Hilbery, by whoſe

offerings the monks there were cheriſhed and maintained.” Henry Bradſhaw, in

his life of St. Werburgh, relates a legendary ſtory of the ſands at Hilbree be

coming miraculouſly dry by the interpoſition of that ſaint, for the purpoſe of

affording a paſſage to the army of William Fitz-Nigel, conſtable of Cheſter,

then on his march to the reſcue of Earl Richard, who had been way-laid by the

Welſh at Baſingwerk, on his return from a pilgrimage to St. Winifred; the tale

concludes thus;

“And where the hoſt paſſed over betwixt bondes,

To this day ben called the Conſtable Sondes.”

The chapelry of Bruera, or Church-on-heath, contains the townſhips of Church

on-heath, Lea-cum-Newbold, and Saighton.

* Harl. MSS. N° 2,071, f. 204. * Six acres of paſture-land, and four of rock.

4 K 2 The
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The townſhip of Church-on-heath, Churchen-heath, or Churton-heath, contains

only one farm, on which there is a ſingle dwelling-houſe, occupied by the owner,

Mr. William Colley'. It has not been of late years eſteemed a manor, but it appears

that in ancient times there was a manor of Church-on-heath, which in the reign of

Edward I. paſſed from the family of Del-Heath to the Bulkeleys 4.

The parochial chapel, or, as it is called in ſome ancient records, the church of

Bruera, commonly called Church-on-heath, belonged at a very early period to

the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh. It ſtands about four miles S. E. by S.

from Cheſter, and is ſerved by a ſtipendiary curate appointed by the vicar of St.

Oſwald, who is preſented to that vicarage with the chapel of Bruera annexed. In

this chapel are two handſome mural monuments of white marble, in memory of

Sir Ellis Cunliffe of Saighton Bart, who died in 1767, and his brother Sir

Robert Cunliffe Bart., who died in 1778.

The townſhip of Lea-cum-Newbold, lies nearly ſix miles S. S. E. from Cheſter:

the manor belonged in ancient times to the Barons de Montalt. Robert de

Morley, heir of Robert de Montalt, who died in the year 1277, conveyed it to

Queen Iſabell, with remainder to John of Eltham and King Edward III. That

monarch, upon becoming poſſeſſed of the manor, granted it in or about the year

1337 to William Earl of Saliſbury. Sir John Wingfield, who appears to have

purchaſed this manor of the Earl of Saliſbury, ſettled it in the year 1354 on his

daughter Maud, wife of Kenrick de Calveley, and her younger ſon, Sir Hugh

Calveley, the celebrated Cheſhire hero, with remainder, in caſe of his dying

without iſſue, to David ſiis brother, another younger ſon of the ſaid Maud,

in whoſe poſterity it continued till the death of Sir Hugh Calveley, the laſt heir

male of the family in 1648: after the death of Dame Mary Calveley, which

happened in 1714, fifty-ſeven years after that of her huſband, it paſſed on a

partition of the Calveley eſtates to Sir Thomas Cotton Bart. (whoſe grandfather

had married one of the co-heireſſes). In 1800, Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton Bart.

fold it to Mr. Joſeph White, the preſent owner.

Lea-Hall, an old timber manſion ſurrounded by a moat, was for many gene--

rations the chief ſeat of the Calveleys. In 1617 it was honoured with a viſit by

King James I, then on his progreſs through Cheſhire, when its owner George.

Calveley, received the honour of knighthood": Lea-Hall is now inhabited by a

fariner. The third Randal Holme ſpeaks of the chapel at Lea-Hall as having

* Churchen-heath paſſed with Saighton in 1604 from Henry Mainwaring to George Calveley.

Harl. MSS. N° 2090. f. 9o, * Villare Ceſtrienfe.

* King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 53.

- been
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been ſumptuouſly repaired by the relićt of the laſt Sir Hugh Calveley'. Newbold,

is a hamlet, and attached to the manor.

The townſhip of Saughton, or Saighton, anciently called Saltone, Salghton, or

Salkton, lies about five miles S. E. from Cheſter: the manor was given to the

abbot and convent of St. Werburgh by their founder Hugh Lupus. Since the

diſſolution it appears to have paſſed, for the moſt part", through the ſame hands

as that of Huntington', and it is now the property of John Brock Wood Eſq.

Saighton-Hall, a caſtellated manſion, was the chief country-reſidence of the abbots

of Cheſter; the large ſquare tower now remaining " was built by abbot Ripley,

about the year 1489. The hall and demeſnes, which had belonged for ſome genera

tions to the Calveleys, were ſold by the ſequeſtrators during the interregnum in

the ſeventeenth century, to Charles Walley of Cheſter, inn-keeper, whoſe great

grandſon, RobertWalleyEſq. dying without iſſue, they were purchaſed of his widow.

and executrix about the year 1755, by Foſter Cunliffe Eſq. grandfather of the

preſent proprietor, Sir Foſter Cunliffe Bart, : the hall is inhabited by a farmer.

The pariſh of St. John the Baptiſt is the moſt populous in Cheſter, containing

according to the returns made in 1861, eight hundred and forty-ſeven houſes,

and three thouſand eight hundred and thirty-one inhabitants. The church, which

ſtands without the walls, was formerly collegiate. The college of St. John is ſaid

by ſome writers", to have been founded by King Ethelred in the ſeventh century,

but biſhop Tanner ſuppoſes rather that its founder was Ethelred Earl of Mercia,

huſband of the noble Ethelfleda, who repaired the city of Cheſter after it had been

ruined by the Danes: with reſpect to its foundation by King Ethelred, there is a

legendary tale that he was ſupernaturally direéted to the ſite by the finding of a

white hind ; in memory of which, his ſtatue with the hind by his ſide was placed.

on the ſide of the tower, where was formerly alſo the following inſcription :

“ This churches antiquitie, the yeare of grace fix hundred fouerſcore and

nyne, as ſayth mine author, a Britaine, Giraldus; King Ethelred minding moſt

the bliſſe of heaven, edified a colledge-church, notable and famous, in the ſuburbs,

of Cheſter, pleaſant and beauteous; in the honour of God, and the Baptiſt St.,

John, with the help of Buſhop Wulfrice" . . . .” -

The re-building of the church of St. John is aſcribed to Leofric Earl of Mercia

who died in loš7 ". *

º

* Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 204. * Saighton is ſaid to have been conveyed in 1603 by

Henry Mainwaring to George Calveley Eſq.. Harl. MSS. N° 2,290. f. 9o. * See p. 617.

* See a view of it, p. 457. * See Giraldus Cambrenſis. -

° Dugdale's Viſitation of Cheſhire in the Heralds’ College. " Ralph Higden, Hiſt. Ang.

Scrip. (1691). Vol. iii. p. 182.p. (1691) In
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In the year 1075, Peter, biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry, whoſe dioceſe in

cluded this city, removed his ſee to Cheſter, and made St. John's church his ca

thedral. He is ſaid to have eſtabliſhed in it a dean and certain canons", and

to have been buried within its walls. His immediate ſucceſſor, Robert de Lindſey,

in 11oz removed the ſee again to Coventry, but St. John's church remained

collegiate till the Reformation, at which time it had a dean, eight canons

or prebendaries", and ten vicars choral". The ſite of the biſhop's palace is

marked in a plan of St. John's church and its precinóts, taken in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, and now in the Britiſh muſeum; it ſtood on the ſouth-weſt of

the church-yard, and the deanery almoſt adjoining, to the north of it: the

“ petty canons” houſes are deſcribed as being at the eaſt end of the church, near

St. Anne's chapel. The revenues of the college were eſtimated in the reign of

Henry VIII. at 1191. 17s. clear yearly income", confiſting chiefly of the impro

priate tithes of this and ſome other pariſhes in the county, and lands which now

form the endowment of Macclesfield ſchool. The ſtyle of architecture of what

remains of this venerable building has been elſewhere ſpoken of .

It appears by the corporation annals, that St. John's church was covered

with lead in 1470', and it was probably about this time that the greater part

of the choir was demoliſhed by the fall of the old ſteeple, which ſtood between

the nave and the chancel, and the agreement, recorded on a braſs plate without

date formerly fixed to the old ſteeple, and ſome time ago in the church-warden's

poſſeſſion, might have been made upon this occaſion: by this agreement, the dean

and canons, in conſideration of the coſt which the inhabitants had been at in

building the ſteeple, allow them to have the uſe of the bells for all dirges and

anniverſaries, paying only a ſmall fee to the clerk, and on condition that the bells

ſhould not be rung during divine ſervice. It is evident that this muſt have been

prior to the Reformation, and could not refer to the re-building of the preſent

ſteeple after the fall of two of its ſides in 1574, when it carried with it a great

part of the weſt end of the church". In the year 1581, the pariſhioners of

St. John's having procured a grant of the old church from the Queen, “began

to build up ſome part of it again, and to cut off all the chapels above the choir'.”

* Ang. Sac. I.445. * In the reign of Richard II, the Brereton family had the advowſon

of a prebend in the church of St. John Baptiſt, called the Petit-Canonry, * Ibid.

* See a note in Biſhop Tanner's Not. Mon. * See p. 437, 438. * King's Vale-Royal,

part i. p. 74. * The inſcription was communicated by the preſent vicar.

* In King's Vale. Royal, part ii. p. 87., it is ſaid, “this year, 1574, two quarters (the weſt and

ſouth ſides) of St. John’s ſteeple did fall down from the top to the bottom, and in the fall brake down

a great part of the weſt end of the church.” ! Ibid. p. 202.

The
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The remains of the choir, as it was then fitted up, with the nave, have ever ſince

been uſed as the pariſh church.

In the north aiſle are an unknown monument of a cruſader, the ancient grave

ſtone of John Le Serjaun", and an altar-tomb without inſcription, with the

arms of Cotes and Sparkes'. At the eaſt end of the ſouth aiſle is a burial

place of the Warburtons, with ſeveral monuments of that family. There are

memorials alſo in this church for the families of Alderſey, Bellot, Bird, Borlaſe",

Boſtock, Bunbury, Comberbach, Falconer, Fernyhough, Forbes, Gamul, Gower",

M. D., Hon. John Grey, Hay, M.D., Kenrick, Lee*, Maddock, Nicholls,

Perryn, Werden, and Wilcock. Archdeacon Rogers ſpeaks of a celebrated

rood, or wooden, croſs in this church, at which great miracles were reported

to be wrought". In St. John's church-yard, between the ſouth ſide of the nave

and the church-yard wall there ſtood formerly a church or chapel: in the

old plan, taken in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, at which time it was uſed as a

granary, this building is called St. James's chapel, or the old pariſh church. It

was ſeventeen yards in length and ten yards in breadth; in 1662 St. James's chapel

in St. John's church-yard is deſcribed as being then uſed as a ſtable, and much

out of repair": it has long been entirely deſtroyed; remains of the foundation

and ſtones with inſcriptions are occaſionally diſcovered in digging graves.

Adjoining to the ſide of the church is a building now the property and reſidence

of Mrs. Coupland, which in an old plan of the church is called “the chambers

of the church’s prieſts,” being moſt probably what was formerly the habitation of

the vicars choral'. This probably is what was granted in 1562 to John Forteſcue,

under the name of the ſite of St. John's college'.

In or about the year 1585, Queen Elizabeth granted the impropriate rectory and

advowſon of St. John the Baptiſt in Cheſter, to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, who imme

* See p. 445. ' It was erected to the memory of Urſula, wife of Alexander Cotes, and had:

formerly their effigies, and thoſe of Anne their daughter, and her huſband John Sparkes. -

" Edmund and William, ſons of Sir John Borlaſe, one of the Lords Juſtices of Ireland. Edmund,

who was a phyſician in Cheſter, and publiſhed a Hiſtory of the Iriſh Rebellion, ſome other hiſ.

torical tracts relating to that kingdºm, and a treatiſe on Latham Spa, died in 1682.

" Father of Dr. Gower, who collected materials for a hiſtory of Cheſhire. ° Siſter to

General Lee the American officer.

* The legend of this croſs is, that having been originally erected at Hawarden, a man was acci

dentally killed by it, in conſequence of which the men of Hawarden (who are ſaid for this diſreſpect

to the croſs to have obtained the appellation of Harden Jews), threw it into the river; it waſted to

Cheſter, and having been taken up at the Rood-eye was placed in St. John's church with great

ſolemnity. After the Reformation this celebrated croſs was converted into a block for the maſter of

the grammar ſchool to whip his ſcholars on, and after a time was committed to the flames. Arch

deacon Rogers's MSS. * Harl. MSS. N° 2071. f. 2 off. * See the plan, p. 454.

* Biſhop Tanner.

3. diately
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diately conveyed them to Alexander King; from the latter they paſſed two years

afterwards to Alexander Cotes". Urſula Cotes, the heireſs of this family, who was

one of the maids of honour to Queen Elizabeth, brought this eſtate in marriage to

Mr. John Sparkes: it paſſed afterwards by ſucceſſive female heirs to the families of

Wood and Adams, in the latter of whom it is now veſted. By a decree made in

the reign of Queen Elizabeth, now in the Exchequer-court at Cheſter, it was or

dered, that the impropriator ſhould have the patronage of the vicarage, ſubjećt

to the approbation of the biſhop, that he ſhould repair the choir or new chancel

and its aiſles, and that the nave and its aiſles ſhould be kept in repair by the

pariſhioners.

On the ſouth wall of the church-yard, overhanging the cliff, was an ancient

building called the “Anchorite's cell';” at this place, which is ſaid by tradition

to be the ſpot whither Earl Harold retired, two ſkeletons were found about the

year 1770, in coffin-ſhaped cavities ſcooped out of the rock; the old building

was converted into a hall for ſome of the city companies: it afterwards paſſed

into private hands, and having undergone ſeveral alienations, is now the property

of Edward Vernon Eſq., who has fitted it up as a dwelling-houſe for a ſervant.

A few yards to the north-eaſt of St. John's church, as appears by the plan

before-mentioned, ſtood the hoſpital of St. Anne, in which there was a gild or

fraternity under the patronage of that ſaint, endowed with lands and houſes",

ſome of which now conſtitute the revenues of Northwich ſchool; the chapel is in

ſome deeds called the monaſtery of St. Anne; on the fite of this chapel, as ap

pears by the ſame plan, ſtood Cholmondeley-Hall, a ſeat of the Cholmondeley

family, demoliſhed during the fiege of Cheſter in 1645.

The manor of Redclive, mentioned in the Domeſday Survey, which was given

by Hugh de Mara to the monks of St. Werburgh, is ſuppoſed to have been in

the pariſh of St. John, and to have taken its name from the cliff on the ſouth

ſide of St. John's church-yard”. ~

In Little John-ſtreet are four alms-houſes for decayed families, built by Mrs.

Dighton Salmon in 1738; they have no endowment.

• The Cotes's then of Cheſter were of a younger branch of the family of Cotes of Woodcote, in the

county of Salop, which had been for ſome time ſettled in Yorkſhire.

* Some MSS. ſuppoſe, but we think erroneouſly, that this was the chapel of St. James; it

is certain that the building which ſtood between the church of St. John and the church-yard

wall was a chapel diſtinét from this, and dedicated to St. James. " It appears by a rental

of the hoſpital of St. Anne, that there were no fewer than thirty-eight houſes and cottages in Cheſter

belonging to this hoſpital. The whole rental amounted in the 16th century to 17 l. 8s. 4d. Harl.

MSS. N° 2159. f. 112. * Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities.

The
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The extra-parochial townſhip of Spital-Boughton, in the ſuburbs of Cheſter,

containing fifteen houſes, is locally ſituated within the pariſh of St. John; it took

its name from an hoſpital for lepers, dedicated to St. Giles, founded by Randal

de Blundeville, Earl of Cheſter. This hoſpital continued long after the Reforma

tion; among the Harleian MSS. is a letter of King Charles I. in 1630, in favour

of the brethren of this hoſpital, requiring that they ſhould not be moleſted on

account of murage. It is probable that it was deſtroyed during the civil

war. King Charles II. in 1685 granted the ſite and the lands belonging to this

hoſpital to the corporation, under whom they are now held by ſmall rents.

The ſite of the hoſpital is now a burying-ground; the adjacent lands, called

the Spital-fields, belonged ſome time ſince to the Werdens, from whom

they paſſed by inheritance to the family of Drummond, in which they are now

veſted. * -

The place of execution, which had been more anciently in Handbridge, was

afterwards for a long ſeries of years at Spital-Boughton. The gibbet was taken

down in the year 1801, and the new mode of execution, by a drop attached to

the city gaol, adopted. It was at the common place of execution at Spital

Boughton that George Marſh ſuffered martyrdom for his religion in the reign of

Queen Mary.

The pariſh of Bridget or St. Bride, which in 1801 was returned as containing

153 houſes, and 636 inhabitants, extends into Handbridge; the church, which

contains nothing remarkable, ſtands in Bridge-ſtreet, at the ſouth-weſt end of White

frier's-lane. The biſhop of Cheſter is patron of the rectory. The alms-houſes

for freemen's widows in Common-hall-lane are ſituated in this pariſh, but there

are no charitable inſtitutions appropriated excluſively to its inhabitants.

The pariſh of St. Martin is in the ſouth-weſt part of the city, and contained,

according to the returns of 1861, one hundred and twenty-nine houſes and five

hundred and ſeventy-four inhabitants. The church ſtañds at a place called Saint

Martin’s-Aſh, between Nuns-lane and Nicholas-ſtreet. The benefice is a rečtory

in the gift of the biſhop of Cheſter.

The pariſh of St. Mary extends into the country, and compriſes the greater part

of the ſuburb of Cheſter called Hand-bridge, the townſhips of Claverton, Giº

verſtone, Mar!/?on-cum-Lache, Mollington-Parva, Moſton, and Upton.

That part of the pariſh which is ſituated within the liberties of the city, con.

tained in 1801, according to the returns made to Parliament, 436 houſes and

2129 inhabitants. The church was called in ancient times St. Mary de Coſello,

either from its fituation near the caſtle, or ſome connection it might have had

with it as being the pariſh church, before it was given by Randal the ſecond Earl

Vol. II. 4 L of



626 - C H E S H I R E.

of Cheſter to the monks of St. Werburgh; its modern appellation is St. Mary on

the Hill. In the north aiſle of this church are the monuments of the Randal

Holmes, from whoſe labours the antiquities of this country have received ſo much

elucidation 7: Randal Holme the elder died in 1655; his ſon of the ſame name

in 1659; his grandſon Randal, author of “the Academie of Armoury,” who

was gentleman-ſewer to King Charles II, and deputy to Garter principal king of

arms, died in 1699; and Randal Holme the younger, who was deputy to Norroy,

king of arms, in 1707. In the ſame aiſle is the monument of Philip Oldfield

Eſq. of Bradwall, who died in 1616; with the effigies of the deceaſed, repaired

in 1788, by Dr. Jackſon, prebendary of Cheſter, repreſentative of the Oldfields

in the female line”.

win the North or Troutbeck’s chapel is the monument of Edward Gamul Eſq.

alderman of Cheſter, who died in 1616, and that of Thomas Gamul Eſq. his ſon;

the inſcription on the latter, which has the recumbent effigies of the deceaſed and

his lady is almoſt obliterated with dirt and duſt, and in part concealed by a pew ;

it may be found in King's Vale-Royal, together with an account of the monuments

of Sir Henry and Sir Adam Troutbeck and their ladies”, long ago deſtroyed.

Among

7 Dr. Gower ſpeaks of only three antiquaries of the name of Randal Holme, father, ſon, and

grandſon, but it appears that there were four in ſucceſſion of that name, and there are colle&tions of all

four among the numerous volumes (above two hundred and fifty) among the Harleian MSS. which were

purchaſed for the Earl of Oxford after the death of the laſt Randal Holme in 1707. The ſecond and

third Randal were the principal colle&tors, but there are ſome collections brought down by the laſt to

the year 1704. The firſt of the name was ſheriff of Cheſter in 1615, and mayor in 1633. It appears

that he was fined Iol, for his contempt in not attending to receive the honour of knighthood at the

coronation of King Charles I. according to the ſtatute. (Harl. MSS. 2022. Nº 36.) It ſeems

therefore that he was in better circumſtances than his immediate deſcendants, who were by no means

rich, and after the third deſcent very much reduced. They were of a reſpeštable family of gentry,

being deſcended from John Holme, who died 4 Henry VI., which John was ſon of Robert Holme,

who in right of his wife (a co-heireſs of Richard de Tranmol) was crd of a moiety of Tranmol; this

moiety continued in the family of Holme for ſeveral generations. William Tranmol, father of

Richard, married a co-heireſs of Lymme.

* Dr. Jackſon's mother was daughter of William Oldfield Eſq. the laſt heir male of that ancient

family, which William was grandſon of Philip above-mentioned.

* The Troutbeck aiſle or chapel, which was built in the reign of Henry VI. by William Trout

beck and Joan his wife, fell down not many years after the publieation of King’s Vale-Royal, and

deſtroyed the monuments of the Troutbecks and others: ſince the re building of that aiſle

(which was given in 1690 by the Duke of Shrewſbury, as repreſentative of the Troutbecks, to the

pariſhioners), there has not been a trace of theſe monuments; yet all the modern printed accounts of

Cheſter, relying on the authority of the Vale-Royal, ſpeak of them as ſtill exiſting. The third Randal

Holine ſays, that for the fineneſs of the work the monuments of the Troutbecks were thought to

cxceed
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Among other memorials now exiſting are thoſe of the families of Birkenhead,

Brock, Ellis", Wilbraham", and Worſley. Aſhmole mentions the monument of

Sir Robert Brerewood, one of the juſtices of Common Pleas, who died in 1654".

The benefice of St. Mary is a rectory, the advowſon of which belonged

formerly to the monks of St. Werburgh, and was granted by King Henry VIII, to

the dean and chapter of Cheſter, which they loſt with the other donations en

joyed under their firſt charter " : Richard Hurleſton purchaſed it of the Cottons

about the year 1572 *; it was afterwards for many years in the Breretons, who

were ſucceeded by the Wilbrahams of Dorfold; the preſent patron is the Rev.

Robert Hill, M.A. of the Hough, in right of his wife, the daughter of the Rev.

John Wilbraham. -

The following entry occurs in the regiſter of burials of this pariſh.

“ 1656.-Three witches hanged at Michaelmas aſſizes, buried in the corner

by the caſtle ditch, in the church-yard, O&tober 8.”

The townſhip of Claverton lies about a mile nearly ſouth from Cheſter,

it is conſidered as a will within the manor of Handbridge, a populous ſuburb in

this pariſh, which lies within the liberties of the city, but is not itſelf eſteemed a

townſhip. The manor or reputed manor of Claverton, was part of the Dutton

eſtate, and deſcended to the Gerards; the whole, or nearly the whole of

the townſhip is now the property of Earl Groſvenor. Handbridge was called

by the Britons, Treboeth, or the Burnt Town, a fate it had often experienced

during their hoſtile inroads, which were purſued to the very walls of the city.

The manor of Handbridge belonged to the nuns of St. Mary in Cheſter: ever

ſince the Reformation it has been veſted in the crown 4, and has paſſed through

exceed any thing of the kind in England. (Harl. MSS. N° 2151, f. 16. b.) Webb in his deſcription

of Cheſter in the Vale. Royal calls the Troutbecks' monuments as above-mentioned, thoſe of Sir

Henry Troutbeck, and Sir Adam and their ladies, and ſays, that the lady of the latter appears from

her coronet to have been a counteſs. There is no Sir Henry in the pedigrees of the family; probably

the monuments were for Sir William Troutbeck who was ſlain at Blore-heath in 1459, and his ſon

Sir Adam, who died in the reign of Henry VIII. Sir William Troutbeck married a daughter of

Lord Stanley, who afterwards married Lord Grey of Codnor. Sir Adam Troutbeck married a

Butler; his brother Sir William, who died without iſſue, a Molineux; Sir Adam's only daughter

and heir married Sir John Talbot anceſtor of the Earl of Shrewſbury.

* Matthew Ellis, one of the gentlemen of the body-guard to King Henry VIII., and grandfather

of Julia Ellis, who brought Over. Legh to the Cowpers, ob. 1574. Roger Wilbraham

Eſq., ſome time of Dorfold, patron of St. Mary's church, ob. 1768. * Aſhmole’s MSS.

N° 854. * See p. 573. * Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter.

* During the temporary alienation of the crown lands in the time of Oliver Cromwell, it was ſold

to Robert Dukenfield and others.

4 L 2 the
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the hands of ſeveral families as leſſees: the leaſe was purchaſed of the family of

Williams, by the late Earl Groſvenor, to whom it was renewed for twenty-one.

years in 1793; his ſon, the preſent Earl, is leſſee for the remainder of that term.

A court-leet, to which all Handbridge and Claverton pay ſuit and ſervice, is regu

larly held for this manor. Saltney-Marſh, the whole of the unincloſed part of

which lies within St. Mary’s pariſh, is a common belonging to the manor of

Handbridge. There was in ancient times a chapel, in Handbridge dedicated

to St. James; the ſite is not now known.

Within the liberties of the city, in this pariſh, but not attached to any

townſhip, ſtand the two ancient manſions of Brewer's-Hall and Over-Legh.

Brewer's-Hall, in ancient records written Bruereshalgh and Bruardeshalgh,

was, as early as the reign of Edward I. in the family of the Bradfords,

who were ſucceeded by the Truſtells; from the latter it paſſed by a female heir

to the Veres, Earls of Oxford, who in virtue of the ſame alliance had the ſer

jeanty of the eaſt gate of the city. Edward Vere, Earl of Oxford, conveyed

Brewer's-Hall in the year 1580 to Hugh Beeſton; in 1597 it belonged to Sir

Thomas Egerton; it was afterwards. for ſeveral generations in the family, cf.

Wright", of whom it was purchaſed about the middle of the laſt century by

William Hanmer Eſq. of Iſcoyd, in the county of Flint. Brewer's-Hall, now a

farm-houſe, is the property of Lord Viſcount Curzon, whoſe firſt wife was

daughter and ſole heireſs of Mr. Hanmer.

Over-Legh, or as it was ſometimes called in old records Over-Lythe, was given

by Robert, Baron de Montalt, in or about the reign of Henry III. to the abbot and

convent of Bafingwerk, who in 1460 leaſed it for 100 years to Ellis ap Dio ap

Griffith, for four marks per ann. he keeping their chapel there in repair, and per

forming other conditions. After the Reformation a deſcendant of this leſſee,

Matthew Ellis, one of the King’s body-guard, purchaſed the fee of Henry Andrews

and John Howe, to whom it had been granted by the crown'. Mr. Ellis's grand

daughter Juliana married Thomas Cowper Eſq. of Cheſter, whoſe family became

poſſeſſed of Over-Legh, partly in conſequence of this alliance, and partly by pur

chaſe. The old manſion and the chapel were deſtroyed during the ſiege of

Cheſter; the houſe was rebuilt in the reign of Charles II., and is now the ſeat of

Mrs. Cowper, relićt of the late Thomas Cowper Eſq. barriſter at law, and recorder

of Cheſter, who deviſed it after the death of his widow to his nephew Charles

Cholmondeley Eſq. next brother of Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Vale-Royal,

* In 1666 it is deſcribed as the property of William Wright, alderman of Cheſter, and lately

belonging to the Earl of Bridgewater. Harl. MSS. Nº 2010. ; Villare Ceſtrienſe.

4. M. P.
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M. P. and his heirs. At Over-Legh-Hall are ſome valuable portraits of Sir Oliver

Cromwell, who died in 1655, and his family.

Nether-Lythe, or Legh, a traćt of land near the river Dee, adjoining Over

Legh, was given among other eſtates by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, to

Adam Dutton". From the Duttons it paſſed by grant to the Orrebies, and from

the latter by marriage to the Fittons', who enjoyed it for many generations; it was

afterwards in the Stanleys of Alderley, who ſold it in the year 1735 to John

Cotgreave, alderman of Cheſter: his ſon, by his will bearing date 1790, deviſed

this eſtate to his brother John Cotgreave, with remainder, on default of iſſue,

to the preſent proprietor John Johnſon (ſon of a ſecond couſin), who has

aſſumed the name of Cotgreave. The family of Browne had for ſeveral ge

nerations a ſeat and eſtate at this place, which deſcended to the Reverend Dr.

Symſon", and was ſold by his daughters in 1774 to John Bennet Eſq. alder.

man of Cheſter, the preſent proprietor. The ancient manſion, which is within

a moated fite, is occupied by a farmer. Nether-Legh was fortified by Sir

William Brereton in the month of February 1645; in April that general fixed

his head-quarters there".

The townſhip of Cloverſtone within the walls of this city, but exempt

from its juriſdiction, contained in 1801, according to the returns then made

to Parliament, thirty houſes, chiefly inhabited by tradeſmen who are not

freemen. -

The townſhip of Mari/?on-cum-Leach, Leche or Lache, lies about two miles

S. by W. from Cheſter: the manor belonged in the reign of Edward III. to the

family of Blunt". At the time of the diſſolution of monaſteries the greater part of

this townſhip belonged to the nuns of St. Mary, and was granted to the Breretons,

from whom it paſſed by ſale to the Booths of Mottram-Andrew, and Colonel

Roger Whitley. It was afterwards the property of Sir Thomas Mainwaring Bart.

of Baddiley, whoſe widow and deviſee, afterwards the wife of Edward Main

waring Eſq. of Whitmore in Staffordſhire, bequeathed this and other eſtates to

James Mainwaring Eſq. of Cheſter, grandfather of James Mainwaring Eſq. of

Bromborough, the preſent proprietor.

Lache, or Leach-Hall, which was garriſoned by Sir William Brereton during

the ſiege of Cheſter, was the ſeat of the late Peter Snow Eſq.; his family pur

* See note (*) p. 485. " Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Rećtor of Stepney in Middleſex,

and nephew of Francis Browne, Eſq. the laſt heir male of the Nether-Legh family.

* Randal Holme's narrative of the Siege of Cheſter. Harl. MSS. N° 2155.

* Eſch, -

chaſed
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chaſed it of the Manleys, to whom it had belonged for ſeveral generations.

Mr. Snow, who died in 1807, has bequeathed it to truſtees for the benefit of

his natural children. The manor of Marlſton-cum-Lache is claimed by the

Mainwarings and Snows.

The townſhip of Mollington-Parva, which is ſituated about two miles N.W. from

Cheſter, in the hundred of Wirral, contains only four houſes. The manor was

anciently called Mollington-Baneſter or Banaſter, from a family of that name,

who poſſeſſed it in the reign of Edward III." In the reign of Henry VI, it was

in the Houghtons, who acquired it by marriage with an heireſs of the Lee family';

from this time we learn nothing of it till the early part of the laſt century, when

it was purchaſed by Mr. Samuel Jarvis, alderman of Cheſter'; it is now the

property of Miſs Dob, grand-daughter of Hamnet Dob gentleman, Mr. Jarvis's

heir at law.

The townſhip of Moſton, called in old records Moreſton, in the hundred of

Broxton, which lies two miles N. from Cheſter, contains only two houſes. The

manor was given by Richard Crue, about the year I 125, to the abbot and con

went of St. Werburgh, under whom an eſtate was held here at an early period,

by a family who took their name from the townſhip. After the Reformation the

manor was granted by Queen Elizabeth in fee-farm, in moieties, to Rogerſon and

Aſton. Both theſe moieties became by purchaſe the property of John Morgell

Eſq., regiſtrar of the dioceſe of Cheſter, in whoſe family it continued till the year

1718, when Elizabeth, fiſter and heireſs of William Morgell Eſq. ſold it to

Methuſalem Jones gentleman. In 1722 it was purchaſed by Henry Bennet Eſq.

whoſe repreſentatives ſold it in 1790 to the late William Maſſey Eſq.; it is now,

under Mr. Maſſey’s will, the property of his natural ſon, an officer in the army.

Moſton-Hall, built by Mr. Morgell, who purchaſed the eſtate in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, is now uninhabited.

The townſhip of Upton lies about a mile and a half N. from Cheſter; the manor

was given to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh by Hugh Lupus, and con

firmed by Ranulph de Meſchines, Earl of Cheſter. It was in the family of Brock

as early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Elizabeth, the eldeſt daughter of

William Brock Eſq. the laſt heir male of this family, who was ſheriff of the county

in 1732, brought it in marriage to John Egerton Eſq. It is now held in jointure

by the widow of the late Philip Egerton Eſq. of Oulton. Upton-Hall, which was

* Eſch, " Harl. MSS. 2155. Leigh’s MSS, * He was ſheriff in 1724,

and mayor in 1742.

8 garriſoned
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garriſoned by Sir William Brereton during the ſiege of Cheſter, is occupied as a

farm-houſe. The abbot of Cheſter had in ancient times a park at Upton'.

The pariſh of St. Michael contained in 1801 one hundred and twenty-three

houſes and ſeven hundred and twenty-five inhabitants. The church is ſituated in

Bridge-ſtreet, immediately oppoſite that of St. Bridget, and on the ſite as is

ſuppoſed of the ancient monaſtery dedicated to St. Michael". The only monu

ments of any note are thoſe of Dame Mary Delves, (relićt of Sir Henry, and

daughter of Randal Leyceſter Eſq.), who died in 1690, and Elizabeth daughter

of Sir Richard Wilbraham Bart. and late wife of Sir Humphrey Briggs Bart.

1659. The benefice is a perpetual curacy in the gift of the biſhop of Cheſter.

In this pariſh are the alms-houſes founded by William Jones Eſq. in 1658, but

as they are not particularly appropriated to the pariſh, they will be ſpoken of

elſewhere. In the year 1695 Robert Oldfield, M.D. deviſed lands in Dunham

on-the-Hill for the purpoſe of paying 201, per ann. to the miniſter of St. Michael's,

of binding every boy born in the pariſh apprentice, and bringing up and ſending

one or more poor boy or boys who ſhall be apt to learn, to the univerſity.

Theſe lands, with the accumulating funds, (ſince proper objects do not offer every

year,) produce at preſent an income of nearly 2001, per ann. -

The pariſh of St. Olave, according to the returns then made, contained in

1801 one hundred and two houſes and four hundred and thirty-eight inhabitants;

the church, which is ſituated on the eaſt fide of Bridge-ſtreet, oppoſite Caſtle

ſtreet, contains nothing remarkable. This church was given to the monks of

St. Werburgh by Robert Pincerna. The benefice is now conſidered as a curacy

in the gift of the biſhop ‘; it was augmented with Queen Anne's bounty in

1723. It appears by Biſhop Gaſtrell's collections, that about the cloſe of the

17th century this church had been for ſome time diſuſed excepting for baptiſms.

and burials, on which occaſions the miniſter of St. Michael’s officiated. In this

pariſh are ſix alms-houſes for poor people, founded about the latter end of the

17th century by Robert Harvey, alderman of Cheſter, and endowed with a

fourth and an eighth part of the water-tower at the Bridge-gate. This property

ſold for Iool, the intereſt of which is divided among the alºis-people.

* See Henry Bradſhaw’s Life of St. Werburgh, where there is a legendary tale of the horſes of

ſome invaders, which had been turned looſe into Upton-park, having been miraculouſly prevented by

the interpoſition of that ſaint from deſtroying the corn which was then in ſheaf.

* See p. 578. * In the Holme's MSS. the patronage of St. Olave is ſaid to have

been weſted in Mr. Vawdrey, and to have been ſold by him to Mr. Hugh Harvey in the early part of

the 17th century. Harl. MSS. N° 2071. f. 22 p. b.

The
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The pariſh of St. Peter contained in 1801, according to the returns then made

to Parliament, one hundred and ſeventy-one houſes and eight hundred and ten

inhabitants. The church adjoins the fite of the Pentice, at the corner of North

gate and Water-gate ſtreets. Henry Bradſhaw ſays that the church of St. Peter,

formerly St. Peter and St. Paul, was removed to this ſite by Ethelfleda, or rather

that ſhe built a new church on this ſpot, and dedicated it to thoſe ſaints, becauſe

ſhe had deprived them of the patronage of the cathedral church and tranſ

ferred it to St. Oſwald and St. Werburgh . The annals of Cheſter record,

that when the ſteeple of this church was pointed in 1479, the parſon and other

inhabitants ate a gooſe at the top of the ſpire, and threw the bones into the four

ſtreets; that a child was killed by the fall of a ſtone from this ſteeple in 1480;

and that eighteen yards of the ſpire were rebuilt in 1580. About the year 1789

the ſpire having been injured by lightning, a great part of it was taken down and

has never been rebuilt. In St. Peter's church are monuments of Thomas Cowper

Eſq. who died in 1642, and other anceſtors of the late barriſter of that name;

thoſe of the Dr. Tilſtons, father and ſon, phyſicians, who died in 1746 and

1764, and memorials of the family of Bradſhaw of Yorkſhire. Aſhmole deſcribes

a fair monument in this church, with alabaſter figures, put up in 1602, purſuant

to the will of William Offley, citizen of London, in memory of his father

William Offley of Cheſter, who by his two wives had twenty-ſix children”.

It appears by the records of the corporation that the afternoon-preacher was

formerly appointed by the mayor and aldermen, who reſorted thither to hear

the ſermon". This church was given in 1681, by Robert de Roelent one of

the Earl of Cheſter's barons, to the abbot and convent of St. Ebrulf, at

Utica, who not long afterwards quitted claim to the monks of St. Werburgh.

The biſhop of Cheſter is now patron of the benefice, which is a perpetual curacy.

In this pariſh, on the weſt ſide of the Northgate-ſtreet, has lately been erected,

from the deſigns of Mr. Harriſon, a handſome building of the Ionic order, con

.taining a commercial coffee-room forty-five feet by twenty-ſix, a library, &c.

with ſhops underneath.

The pariſh of the Holy Trinity, contained in 1801, according to the returns

then made to Parliament, four hundred and fifty-two houſes, and two thouſand

two hundred and fixty-four inhabitants. The church is ſituated on the north

fide of the Water-gate-ſtreet, adjoining the cuſtom-houſe; the upper part of its

ſpire, which was damaged by ſtorms in the years 1769 and 1770, was thrice re

* See King's Vale Royal, part ii. p. 25 and 32. * Aſhmole’s MSS. N°8'54.

* This is ſpoken of as having been an ancient uſage in 1643.

built
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built within eight years". In this church lie the remains of Parnell the poet,

archdeacon of Clogher, who was buried O&tober the 24th, 1718, as appears by

an entry in the pariſh regiſter; and thoſe of Matthew Henry, an eminent divine, who

many years preſided over a congregation of Preſbyterian diſſenters eſtabliſhed in

this pariſh ever ſince the toleration ačt. There is a tablet in memory of the latter,

with the following inſcription: “Mattheus Henry, pietatis et miniſterii officiis

ſtrenuè perfunctus, per labores, S. S. literis ſcrutandis et explicandis impenſos,

confectum corpus huic dormitorio commifit 22° die Junii 1714, Anno aetat. 52.”

In King's Vale-Royal is an account of an ancient tomb, with an effigies in mail,

and ſurcoat, in memory of Jonas de Wytymor, who died in 1474; the tombs

of Thomas Wooton, who was mayor of Cheſter in 1433, Henry Gee, mayor

(1545); and other monumental inſcriptions, which are not now to be found

in the church : Dugdale mentions a tablet in memory of Sir Peter Warburton,

one of the juſtices of the King’s Bench, who died in 1621 °. The Earl of Derby

is patron of the rectory. In this pariſh is the Rood-eye already ſpoken of,

the ſcene of the city ſports; the name is frequently in old records written

Roodee, but more properly Rood-eye : eye is a common ancient term for

a meadow by the water-fide, and this was called Rood-eye from an ancient

croſs, the baſe of which ſtill remains. The Rood-eye was formerly let to the

poorer inhabitants of the city as a cow-paſture, at a ſmall rent, the city reſerving

the uſe of it for their games and races. This meadow, which contains one

hundred and eighty-two ſtatute acres, is ſtill let as a common paſture, and is

eſteemed ſuperior to any in the county: the ley is limited to forty horſes, at

4l. 4s. od, each, and ſixty cows at 31, 35. od from the beginning of May till

Michaelmas. The Rood-eye was determined to be tithe-free in 1401 ".

In the year 1674 Robert Fletcher founded alms-houſes for four poor widows

of this pariſh, and endowed them with 41 per ann., charged on a houſe in Bridge.

ſtreet, the proprietor of which, now Mrs. Hunt, claims the appointment of the

penſioners. Theſe alms-houſes are locally ſituated in a diſtrićt called St. Martin's-

in-the-fields, in the pariſh of St. Oſwald. An alms-houſe for three poor widows,

with an allowance of 11. per ann. to each, was founded by James Mainwaring

Eſq. of Cheſter; the appointment of the penſioners is now veſted in his grandſon,

James Mainwaring Eſq. of Bromborough.

The townſhip of Blacon-cum-Crab-Hall, containing only four houſes, lies

within this pariſh, about a mile to the weſt of Cheſter in the hundred of Wirral.

* Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 645. * He was deſcended from a family of that

name many years ſettled at Congleton.

* Viſitation of Cheſhire in the Heralds' College. .* See Kings Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 180.

WoL. II. 4 M The
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The manor of Blacon, or Blacon-Hall, appears to have been in the Mainwaring

family at the time of the Domeſday ſurvey, and to have paſſed by ſucceſſive female

heirs to the Truſſells, and the Veres Earls of Oxford : John, Earl of Oxford,

died ſeiſed of it in 1562; Edward his ſon and ſucceſſor ſold it to Sir Chriſtopher

Hatton, and it has fince paſſed with Barthomley and other eſtates to the preſent

proprietor, Lord Crewe. Elacon-Hall is now a farm-houſe. Crab-Hall, which is

now alſo a farm-houſe, was formerly the ſeat of a younger branch of the Gamul

family, and is now the property of Samuel Farmer Eſq. of Nonfuch-park in Surrey,

one of their repreſentatives in the female line *.

The church of St. Thomas, which formerly ſtood on the fite of the deanery,

has been already mentioned. At the end of the outer, or farther North-gate-ſtreet

was formerly a chapel, dedicated to the ſame ſaint: this chapel was converted

into a dwelling-houſe, called Green-Hall, which belonged to alderman Dutton;

it afterwards acquired the name of Jolly's-Hall from a ſubſequent proprietor,

and was demoliſhed during the ſiege of Cheſter in 1645. Mention is made

in manuſcript collections relating to this city, of St. Chad's church, which ſtood

in the croft over againſt the Black-friers, on the north-fide of Water-gate

ſtreet"; of St. Nicholas church, which ſtood near the Black friers, at the end of

St. Nicholas-ſtreet; and St. Mary’s church, or chapel, which ſtood in a field beyond

the bridge'.

In St. John's pariſh there are a Roman.catholic chapel, a Quakers’ meeting-houſe,

and one for the Independents: in Trinity-pariſh, a Preſbyterian meeting-houſe,

originally eſtabliſhed under the dire&tion of the celebrated Matthew Henry ; in St.

Bridget's pariſh an Anabaptiſt meeting-houſe, and in Trinity pariſh an Anabaptiſt

and an Independents meeting-houſe: there are in Cheſter alſo five Methodiſt

meeting-houſes, beſides one in the townſhip of Great-Boughton : two of theſe, one

in St. Peter's, and one in Trinity pariſh, are for the Welſh : the others are in the

pariſhes of St. John, St. Oſwald, and St. Peter.

Among the eminent natives of this city may be reckoned, according to

common repute, Roger of Cheſter, and Ralph Higden, two ancient hiſtorians;

and Henry Bradſhaw, author of the “Life of St. Werburgh,” and with more

certainty, David Middleton, who ſettled the Engliſh trade at Bantam; his brother

* William Gamul Eſq. of Crab-Hall, the laſt heir male of this family, who died in 175c,

deviſed this eſtate to three of his fiſters, who all died without iſſue ; the two laſt ſurvivors deviſed

Crab-Hall, to William Gamul Farmer Eſq. the grandſon of another fiſter, who, dying without iſſue,

bequeathed it to his elder brother, Samuel FarmerEſq. above-mentioned.

* Harl. MSS. Nº 2125. f. 267. ! Ibid.

Sir
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Sir Henry, who made a voyage to the Red-Sea", and diſcovered Middleton's

Straights; John Downham, author of “the Chriſtian Warfare,” (ſon of Biſhop

Downham); Edward Brerewood the mathematician, and firſt profeſſor of Greſham

College; Dr. Whittingham, dean of Durham, tranſlator of the Geneva Bible,

and verſifier of thoſe pſalms in the old verſion, which have the ſignature W. W.;

and Samuel Molyneux, an eminent aſtronomer, ſon of William Molyneux the

natural philoſopher, author of a “Treatiſe on Dioptrics,” who, during the

diſturbances in Ireland in the early part of King William's reign, reſided at

Cheſter, where his ſon was born in the year 1689'.

The Grammar-ſchool at Cheſter was founded by King Henry VIII. in the year

1544, for 24 boys, who are appointed by the dean and chapter: they are not to be

admitted under nine years of age, and to continue only four years, unleſs a year

of grace be allowed by the dean. The maſter's ſalary is 221 per ann. and the

uſher's Iol. charged by the founder upon the dean and chapter revenues, which

are charged alſo with the maintenance of ſix alms-men. When the dean and

chapter lands were ſeized by the Parliament, during the interregnum in the ſeven

teenth century, they allowed the maſter a ſalary of 361, the uſher 9 l. out of the

dean and chapter lands, and ordered that the maſter, uſher, and boys, ſhould be

appointed by the corporation; at the ſame time 470l. per ann. was charged by

them upon the dean and chapter-lands, for the ſupport of preaching miniſters at

St. Oſwald's, St. Peter's, Trinity church, and St. John's.

The Blue-coat-ſchool, which occupies part of the ſite of the ancient hoſpital,

without the North-gate, was firſt eſtabliſhed, principally at the inſtance of Biſhop

Stratford, in the year 17oo: it was originally intended for the education of forty

boys, who were in part clothed : in 1741 ten of the boys were boarded, and ſince

that time a varying but increaſing number have been boarded, clothed, and

taught, for three years: the preſent number is twenty-five. In the year 1783,

the income of the ſchool having increaſed, ſo as to be capable of maintaining five

more ſcholars, a very judicious, and as its effects have proved, a highly beneficial

propoſal was made by Dr. Haygarth, an eminent phyſician at Cheſter (ſince re

moved to Bath), “that, inſtead of five additional in-ſcholars, there ſhould be one

hundred and twenty out-ſcholars, who were to be taught to read, write, &c. in

two vacant and convenient rooms of the hoſpital, by two maſters; that when the

out-ſcholars had received inſtruction for two years, fifteen, and generally more of

them, who had been moſt diligent, and had made the beſt proficiency, ſhould be

* An account of the voyages of theſe travellers is printed in Purchas's Pilgrims.

* Biograph, Brit.

4 M 2 ele&ed
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ele&ted in-ſcholars, which would entitle them to complete maintenance as well as

inſtrućtion, for two more years, at a general meeting, and by an examination of

the truſtees, annually aſſembled for this purpoſe; that the in-ſcholars at the end.

of their term ſhould be rewarded by an apprentice fee, when placed in the ſea

ſervice, huſbandry, or ſome uſeful trade; the unſucceſsful candidates were to.

remain two years longer as out-ſcholars ; the ſubſcribers to have the privilege of

nominating the out-ſcholars in rotation as vacancies ſhould occur".”

This inſtitution, by the continued care and attention of the principal gentry

and clergy of the city, has been attended with the moſt beneficial effects. There

are now only ſeventy out-ſcholars, who, from their wearing green-caps, are called

the green-cap boys; beſides twenty-five others, who are placed for education

only, under the care of the Blue-coat ſchool-maſter, in addition to the twenty

five Blue-coat boys, who are boarded by him. The maſter of the Blue-coat-ſchool

has a ſalary of 571. Ios. *, and ten guineas per ann. for each boy's board: the

fälary of the Green-coat ſchool-maſter is 451, per ann. Theſe ſchools are now

ſupported by a permanent income of 25ol. per ann. ariſing from the rent of land,

and intereſt of money ", excluſively of annual ſubſcriptions, parochial colle&tions,

&c. &c. The ſchool-houſe was erected by ſubſcription in 1717, on part of the

ruins of St. John's hoſpital : in 1767 the corporation conveyed the ſchool, and

maſter's-houſe, &c. to truſtees, to be for ever appropriated to its preſent uſe, under

certain rules and regulations; the mayor, recorder, and the two ſenior aldermen,

to have votes at all meetings reſpecting the charity, and the corporation to appoint

five boys in rotation.

The Blue-girls-ſchool was firſt eſtabliſhed in the year 1750, when twenty girls.

were taught by ſubſcription: there are now only twelve girls, who are taught,

clothed, and maintained, for three years; the miſtreſs's ſalary is 25l. 4s. : this

ſchool is ſupported by voluntary contributions and benefactions. Soon after the

inſtitution of Sunday-ſchools at Cheſter in the year 1787, a general ſchool of

induſtry for poor girls was eſtabliſhed, under the auſpices of Dr. Haygarth, and

other benevolent perſons: both theſe, and the funday ſchools, have for ſome time

been on the decline, but an exertion is now making to reſtore them.

* Letter of Dr. Haygarth to the biſhop of London (1808), in which he propoſes that the

benefits of this uſeful effabliſhment ſhould be extended all over the kingdom. Dr. Haygarth calculates,

that the education and maintenance of one in-ſcholar was equal to that of the education of twenty

out-ſcholar?... -

• Twenty-five pound paid by the corporation, being a rent-charge, in conſideration of 5ool, paid

to them by the truſtees in 1706; and 32 l, 1or, od, by the truſtees of the charity.

* Mr. Peter Cotton who died in 1716, gave 2001, to the Blue-coat-ſchool.

2 - - 'On.
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On an extra-parochial ſpot encircled by the pariſh of St. Oſwald, juſt without

the North-gate, ſtood the hoſpital of St. John the Baptiſt, founded by Randal de

Blundeville Earl of Cheſter, for a maſter, three chaplains, and thirteen citizens

of Cheſter, being either “poor and fillie, or poor and feeble perſons".” The

maſterſhip of this hoſpital was given to the prior of Birkenhead and his ſucceſſors,

by a charter of King Edward II. By the founder's ordinance the penſioners were

each to have daily one good loaf ; one great diſh of pottage; one piece of fleſh,

or fiſh; and half a gallon of competent ale. It appears that in the reign of

Edward III., only one chaplain and ſix poor widows were maintained in this

hoſpital. In the reign of Henry VIII. the corporation remonſtrated with the

prior of Birkenhead for not maintaining three chaplains and thirteen poor perſons,

according to the founder's intention, but he made anſwer that the revenues were

not ſufficient. The ſtyle of this hoſpital, in the reign of Henry VIII. was the

maſter, brethren, and fiſters; in ſome ancient charters they are ſtyled “Prior,

confratres, & ſorores'.

The hoſpital and chapel, which had been deſtroyed during the ſiege of Cheſter,

were re-built by Colonel Roger Whitley, to whom King Charles II. granted the

hoſpital eſtate for life. When the city charter was renewed in 1685*, the re

verſion was granted to the corporation', who have the patronage of the chapel.

The preſent chapel was built in 1717 ", and augmented by Queen Ann's bounty

in 1801. In the old chapel yard are fix alms-houſes, occupied by poor widows,

called “the fiſters,” being the only remains of the old eſtabliſhment: they are

appointed by the corporation; their original penſions were 11. 6s. 8d, each, and

ſome perquiſites. Joſeph Crewe Eſq. alderman of Cheſter, who died in 1801,

bequeathed the ſum of 30l. per amit. to be divided among them in equal portions.

Beſides thoſe which have been already mentioned there are ſome alms-houſes, and

ether charitable inſtitutions in Cheſter, which have no immediate connection with

any particular pariſh. :

On the ſouth ſide of Common-hall-lane, in the pariſh of St. Bridget, is the

hoſpital of St. Urſula, founded in the year 1532, by Sir Thomas Smith and others,

executors of Roger Smith deceaſed, for ſix poor decayed perſons, who had been

aldermen, or coinmon-councilmen, or their widows, and in default of any ſuch, for

* Harl. MSS. No. 1989. f. 436, &c. * Ibid. No. 2057. f. 169. * The charter

bears date, February 4, 37 Cha. II.

* Col. Whitley died in 1697; the corporation obtained poſſiſſion of the hoſpital in 1703.

* Mr. Stones in his MSS. collections, ſpeaks of it as having been then more magnificently re-built

at the charge of the city, and ſays that “ Sir Richard Groſvenor contributed to the ornaments

thereof.”

other
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other poor perſons. In 1540 the maſter and wardens of the gild of St. Urſula gave

3od. per ann. to this hoſpital : it is now occupied by freemen's widows; the

endowment is ſmall, conſiſting only of a penſion of 11.6s. 8d. each, paid by

the corporation.

In the year 1658 William Jones, citizen of London, founded an alms-houſe

(ſituated in Pepper-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. Michael) for ten poor fingle perſons,

four men and fix women, old inhabitants of Cheſter": this alms-houſe is under

the management of ſeven truſtees, one of whom muſt be an ancient orthodox

miniſter, and the others, knights, eſquires, aldermen, or attornies of the Exchequer,

and all reſident in Cheſter. The alms-houſe people, according to the founder's

dire&ion, were to have 21. 12s. each per ann. at the leaſt. This alms-houſe is

endowed with lands and houſes in the pariſh of Holt in Denbighſhire, in Cheſter,

and Handbridge: the revenue is now about 8ol. per ann. Mrs. Elizabeth Potter

in 1782 bequeathed a legacy of 40l. to the poor of this houſe.

In the year 1658, Owen Jones of Cheſter, butcher, gave ſome lands at Minera

in Denbighſhire, then valued at only 171 per ann. to the poor brethren of the

ſeveral city companies, to be given to each company annually in rotation: the

lands are now let for 31 l. los. In 1756 a lead mine was diſcovered on this

eſtate, which between that year and 1777 cleared 12,6061, the greater part of

which was put out to intereſt, and the whole annual income of the charity is

now above 4ool, per ann. The truſtees, who are the mayor and ſheriffs, having

found ſome difficulty in the application of this increaſed income, according to the

donor’s direction, (for in the year 1803 there was no poor brother, or object of

charity in the company, then in the regular rotation to receive it,) applied to the

court of chancery, concerning the application of this revenue, the undiſtributed

arrears of which, in 1808, amounted to 1.5ool., in conſequence of which the

diſtibution of theſe arrears, and of the future income of the charity, has been

recently regulated by a decree of that court ". *

In

* They are to be above fifty-five years of age, “unmarried, decayed, and impotent perſons, ſuch

as frequent the public worſhip of the church on the Lord’s-day and holy-days, and are not guilty of

any groſs fin, as adultery, fornication, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, railing, or the like: the poor of St.

Michael's pariſh to be preferred on any vacancy, unleſs there ſhould be already two of that pariſh

in the houſe.”

y The regulations are as follow :

Firſt, “ That the income of the charity-funds, which became due in the year 1803, ſhall, as

ſoon as the amount can be received from the bank of England on the certificate of the accomptant

general, be paid to the ſeveral perſons in ſuch order named, confiſting of ten members of the company

of
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In the year 1615, Mr. John Vernon, merchant of the ſtaple, and citizen of

London, left the ſum of 8ool. to purchaſe lands, out of which the ſum of 41.

per ann. each, was to be paid to ten decayed freemen of the city of Cheſter, being

fixty years of age, and a gown every three years: there are now thirty five decayed

freemen, called gownſmen, who receive penſions from the above-mentioned bene

fa&tion of Mr. Vernon, and fimilar ſubſequent bequeſts, by Mr. Richard Harriſon,

Mr. Richard Bird, Mr. Richard Sneyd, Mr. John Lancaſter, and the late alder

man Crewe : the nine eldeſt men now receive l l each in addition.

Sir Thomas White, founder of St. John's college in Oxford, gave the ſum of

1 ool, once in twenty-four years, to be lent without intereſt to induſtrious young

trades-men of the city of Cheſter. Hugh Offley in 1594 gave 200l., and Robert

of Inn-holders, Cooks and Vićtuallers; three members of the company of Felt-makers and Skinners;

one member of the company of Sadle's, and one member of the company of Cloth-workers, Walkers

and Maſons, being conſidered the only poor brethren of thoſe companies in the year 1803, who have

not already been fully relieved.

The income of the charitable funds, which became due in the year 1804, having bein properly

diſtributed by the truſtees of that year.

Secondly, “That the income of the ſaid charity funds, which became due in the year 1805, ſhall

(after diſtributing the income for 1803) be paid to the ſeveral perſons in ſuch order named, conſiſting

of one member of the company of Dyers; three members of the company of Weavers; three members

of the company of Tanners; one member of the company of Merchants, Drapers, and Hoſiers; and

two members of the company of Barbers. Surgeons, and Tallow-chandlers: the members of the laſt

company, being the two firſt poor, the others being the only poor brethren in their reſpective com

panies in the year 1865.

Thirdly, “That the future annual income of the ſaid charity-funds, after allowing to the ſaid

trutees the legacies given by the will of the ſaid Owen Jones, and their reaſonable expences of

management of the truſts, and alſo allowing ſuch ſum or ſums of money, not exceeding in any one

year 201., which the truſtees may think proper to advance for and towards enabling poor brothers to

bear and draw with their reſpe&tive companies, ſhall be diſtributed among the poor brothers of the

ſeveral companies in the rotation pointed out by the teſtator’s will, and in ſuch ſums and proportions,

as the truſtees ſhall think proper, according to their ſeveral neceſſitics; and having regard to the cir

cumſtances of each poor brother and his family, but that no poor brother ſhall receive more than 4ol.

in any one year : and when there is not in the company firſt in rotation any poor brother, or not a

ſufficient number of poor brothers to exhauſt the ſaid annual income, when diſtributed according to

the regulations above ſpecified, that then the poor brothers in the company ſucceeding next in rotation

one after another, ſhall be relieved in the like manner, ſo as to exhauſt the ſaid income, and that the

income of the following year ſhall begin where it ended in the year preceding, and when the diſtribu

tion has gone through all the companies, it ſhall begin again with the firſt company, and go

through them in the ſame rotation and manner from year to year; - - - and,

Fourthly, “ That an account of the application and diſtribution of the ſaid charity-funds ſhall be

kept in a book at the town-office, where any member of any of the companies ſhall, for one month

after notice in one of the Cheſter newſpapers, have the inſpection of the ſaid book; and that within

one mouth after the diſtribution of the charity, an advertiſement ſhall be inſerted, in one, or both of

the Cheſter newſpapers, that the charity had been diſtributed, and ſpecifying the amount of the

monies diſtributed, and number, but not the names or objećts thereby relieved.

Vol. II. * 4 M - Offley
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Offſey in 1596, 6ool. for the ſame purpoſe. Foulke Alderſey Eſq. in 1668 gave

8ool. to be lent at a ſmall intereſt, which intereſt he direéted ſhould be paid to

the poor of the pariſhes of St. Michael and St. Oſwald “: theſe ample benefačtions

of Mr. Alderſey and the Offleys, have long been loſt.

The general infirmary, fituated in St. Martin's pariſh, originated from a bequeſt

of 3ool, given in 1756, by Dr. Stratford, commiſſary of Richmond, towards the

eſtabliſhment of a public hoſpital in the city of Cheſter. A ſum ſufficient for the

purpoſes of the building having been ſoon raiſed by ſubſcription, the infirmary was

completed within five years, having been opened on the 17th of March 1761:

the average number of in-patients, excluſively of caſualties, fever-patients", and

venereal patients, is from ſeventy to ninety. The number of in-patients admitted

in 1808, was ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, of out-patients, one thouſand three

hundred and forty-three: the total number of patients admitted ſince the inſtitution

has been 80,973. The funded property of this charity in 1808, was 15,500l.

3 per cent. ; the ſubſcriptions of that year amounted to 1 1541. 9s. 6d. This

infirmary is attended by three phyſicians and four ſurgeons.

The houſe of induſtry for the poor of the ſeveral pariſhes in Cheſter, which

ſtands near the Roode-eye in Trinity pariſh, was built in 1757: it is regulated

under an ačt of Parliament, paſſed in the year 1763.

Chriftleton, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, lies about

three miles E. by S. from Cheſter: it contains five townſhips, Church-Chriſtleton,

Cotton-Abbots, Cotton-Edmonds, Littleton, and Rowton. During the civil war

Chriſtleton was fortified by the Parliament, and was for a confiderable time the

head-quarters of Sir William Brereton's army during the ſiege of Cheſter". After

the temporary raiſing of the fiege in February 1645, Chriſtleton was burnt by

the citizens of Cheſter . The manor of Chriſtleton appears to have been in

* Archdeacon Rogers's MSS.

There are two fever-wards, one for male, the other for female patients, containing ten beds each:

patients are admitted into theſe wards, which were conſtructed in the year 1783, without recom

mendation. For this admirable improvement in the eſtabliſhment of hoſpitals, the Public are indebted

to Dr. Haygarth, then one of the phyſicians to the infirmary, who after much inveſtigation into

the nature of infectious fevers, was enabled to refute ſome popular errors reſpecting the extent of

infe&tious atmoſphere. On the rational principle that the progreſs of infe&tion might be arreſted by

ſeparation, cleanlineſs, and ventilation, he ſuggeſted the plan of the fever-wards, which, under

divine Providence, have been the means of ſaving many lives to the community, not only at

Cheſter, where they were firſt eſtabliſhed, but in London alſo and other large towns, where they

have been adopted. It was at Dr. Haygarth’s ſuggeſtion alſo, that a ſociety for preventing the

caſual ſmall-pox and promoting general inoculation in Cheſter, was eſtabliſhed in 1773 : this ſociety

continued fix years. For further particulars relating to theſe eftabliſhments, ſee Dr. Haygarth’s

Inquiry how to prevent the ſmallpox ; his letter to Dr. Percival; his letter to the late biſhop of

London, and the Reports of the Society for bettering the condition of the poor. -

* Randle Holme's Narrative of the fiege. Harl. MSS. 2175, and Burghall’s Diary.—Hiſtory of

Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. * Randle Holme.

the
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family of Birmingham as early as the reign of King Edward I. it was afterwards

the property of Sir Hugh Browe, who was originally an adherent of King

Henry IV., and had in 1401 a grant of forfeited lands in Cheſhire, but joining

not long afterwards in Hotſpur's rebellion, was attainted, and the manor of

Chriſtleton was granted in 1403" to John Mainwaring Eſq. In 1443 it was

purchaſed of the Mainwaring family by Humphrey Stafford Earl of Buckingham;

his deſcendant Henry Lord Stafford ſold it in 1554 to Sir William Sneyd, from

whoſe family it paſſed by purchaſe in 1617 to Sir John Harpur . In 1771 Sir

Henry Harpur Bart. ſold this manor to Thomas Brock Eſq. uncle of John Brock

Wood Eſq. the preſent proprietor.

Chriſtleton-Hall, an ancient manſion now pulled down, belonged with its de

meſnes for ſeveral generations to the Bavands: from this family it paſſed by mar

riage to John Nichols M.D. whoſe heir deviſed it to William Richards Eſq. the

preſent proprietor.

An ancient manſion in this village, the property of Mrs. Mary Widdens, one

of the daughters and co-heirs of the late William Widdens Eſq. was lately in the

occupation of the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. Another ancient

manſion, formerly the ſeat of a younger branch of the Egertons, is now the pro

perty of Bell Ince Eſq. and in the occupation of Robert Baxter Eſq. A modern

manſion, the property and ſeat of Townſend Ince Eſq. was built by his maternal

grandfather Robert Townſend Eſq. late recorder of Cheſter, whoſe family had

been long ſettled at Chriſtleton.

The rectory of this pariſh, which had belonged to the abbot and convent of St.

Werburgh, has been many years in the Moſtyn family, and is now veſted in

Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart.

A ſchool-houſe was built at Chriſtleton in the year 1800, with the ſum of Iool.

bequeathed by John Hignet Eſq., and other benefactions, on a piece of ground

given in 1779 by Mr. John Sellers, who at the ſame time gave a croft of about

three acres of land called Lower-Withway croft, for the education of poor chil

dren of this townſhip and Littleton, the boys to be taught reading, writing, and

arithmetic, and the girls reading, ſewing, knitting, &c. Thirteen boys and

eleven girls are now educated by the truſtees of this charity, &c.

The townſhip of Church-Chriſtleton has been incloſed purſuant to an ačt of

Parliament paſſed in 1791; the lands were not exonerated from tithes.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. In 1414 Robert ſon of Sir Hugh Browe conveyed the manor of Chriſtleton to

feoffees; probably for the purpoſe of confirming it to the Mainwarings.—Records in the Exchequer

at Cheſter. * Willare Ceſtrienſe.

Vol. II. 4N The
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The townſhip of Cotton-Abbots, which contains only two houſes, lies about

four miles E. by N. from Cheſter. The manor of this place, anciently called

Cotes, and diſtinguiſhed by the name of Ordrick's Cotes, was given by Robert

Fitzhugh, Baron of Malpas, about the year 1093, to the abbot and convent of

St. Werburgh. Some time after the diſſolution it was the property of Sir

Thomas Smith of the Hough, from whom, by ſucceſſive ſales, it is ſaid to

have paſſed to John Anderſon, alderman of Cheſter, and Colonel Roger

Whitley'. One of the co-heireſſes of Colonel Whitley having brought this

manor into the Mainwaring family, it was ſold by the truſtees under the will of

Martha, Lady Mainwaring (bearing date 1740) to Ralph Leyceſter Eſq. of Toft,

whoſe ſon George Leyceſter Eſq. conveyed it in 1780 to the late Thomas Brock

Eſq. It is now the property of the eldeſt ſon of the late Colonel Clutton, of

Kinnerſley-caſtle in Herefordſhire, who married a niece of Mr. Brock. The

ancient hall of this manor is occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Cottom-Edmunds took its name from Edmund de Cotton,

whoſe anceſtor had been poſſeſſed of the manor in the reign of Henry III. ;

this Edmund married the heireſs of the Redwares of Hempſted-Redware in Staf

fordſhire, and his poſterity in the male line were from that time called Cottons of

Redware. Eleanor daughter of Richard de Cotton, the laſt heir-male of the

elder branch, brought Cotton-Edmunds in marriage, in the reign of Henry VH.

to William Venables, Baron of Kinderton: this manor having deſcended with the

barony of Kinderton, was purchaſed of Lord Vernon by the late Mr. Brock, and

has ſince paſſed with Cotton-Abbots. The Cottons of Connington in Hunting

donſhire, and of Connington in Cambridgeſhire, both extinét, were deſcended

from a younger branch of the above-mentioned family.

The townſhips of Row-Chriſtleton, or Rowton, and Littleton, are both within

the manor of Church-Chriſtleton; Rowton lies about three miles and a half S. E.

by E. from Cheſter; Littleton about two miles and a half due Eaſt. At Littleton

hill is the ſeat of Thomas Dixon Eſq. and at Rowton that of John Hignet Eſq.

the latter belonged for ſeveral generations to the Broſter family; it was ſold in

1787 by the brother of the preſent alderman Broſter to the late Mr. Hignet, and

by his deviſe paſſed to his nephew John Litherland, who aſſumed the name of

Hignet. -

* Villare Ceſtrenſe. Colonel Whitley granted a leaſe of this manor in 1695 for three lives to Joſhua

Horton, who in 17oo was attainted for high-treaſon, having been convićted of keeping a preſs and

implements for coining. In conſequence of the attainder, his intereſt in this eſtate became forfeited

to the crown, and under a grant of Queen Anne the manor was for ſome time in the peſſeſſion of Sir

Salathiel Lovel, one of the barons of the Exchequer, and his ſon Henry Lovel Eſq.

- 5 Rowton

n
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Rowton-heath is well known to have been the ſite of an important battle be

tween the Parliamentary army and that of King Charles, which proved fatal to

the brave earl of Lichfield, and moſt diſaſtrous to his royal maſter. On the ſame

ſpot was a great rendezvous of the Cheſhire gentry, who declared for a free par

liament at the time of Sir George Booth's premature attempt to reſtore King

Charles II, in 1659 °. The heath was incloſed in 16So". -

CooDINGTon, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Malpas, lies about

nine miles S.S. E. from Cheſter; it contains three townſhips, Coddington-cum-Bechin,

Alderſey, and Chowley. It appears that there was anciently a market at this

place on Monday, and an annual fair on the eve and day of the exaltation of the

Holy Croſs'. The manor of Coddington which had been parcel of the honour of

Hawarden, was held under that honour at an early period by a family of the

ſame name, which was ſucceeded by the Botilers before the year 1277. In or

about the year 1440 * it was purchaſed of the Botilers by William Maſſie, anceſtor

of the Rev. Richard Maſſie', the preſent proprietor, who reſides at the reëtory.

Coddington-Hall, except an ancient gate-way, which ſtill remains, was pulled down

about the year 1800. The Maſſies of Coddington are deſcended from a younger

branch of the Maſſies of Puddington, who derive their deſcent from a younger

branch of the Maſſeys, Barons of Dunham-Maſſey, being perhaps the only rem.

nant, in the direct male line, of the poſterity of any of the Cheſhire barons.

Edward Maſſie the Parliamentary general, of whom there is a portrait at the

houſe of Mrs. Maſſey at Dee-Bank near Cheſter, was third ſon of John Maſſie Eſq.

of Coddington, who married a daughter of Richard Groſvenor Eſq. of Eaton;

his elder brother was a captain in the King's army. -

The manor of Bechin, which had been in the Botilers and Maſſies, was pur

chaſed of the latter in or about the year 1630, by Thomas Wilbraham, whoſe

ſon ſold it to Colonel Roger Whitley ; having paſſed by marriage to the

Heath's Chronicle. * Harl. MSS. No 2 oro. * The market and fair were claimed

by Hawiſe, reliá of Ralph Botiler, 31 Eiw. III. See Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* A° 18 Henry VI.-It was purchaſed ſubjećt to an annual rent of twenty-five marks, which con

tinued to be paid till the year 1790, when it was bought by the late Thomas Maſfie Eſq. of Palmer

Botiler Eſq. repreſentative of the grantee. The above date of Mr. Maſfie’s purchaſe is taken from

ſome MS. colle&tions relating to the pariſh of Coddington, made by the Rev. John Stones, rector,

and bequeathed by him to his ſucceſſors, as appears by a note, which concludes thus, “If theſe

colle&tions ſhall chance to fall into any other hand, I charge the perſon to reſtore them to the right

owner, the reëtor of Coddington for the time being, as he or ſhe expe&ts juſtice in this world, or

hopes for mercy in another.” J. S. * So the Coddington family ſpell their name.

4 N 2 Mainwarings
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Mainwarings it was purchaſed in 1747 of James Mainwaring Eſq. deviſee of

Martha Lady Mainwaring, by the Rev. Thomas Ince, grandfather of Townſend

Ince Eſq. of Chriſtleton, the preſent proprietor: the manor houſe is inhabited by

a farmer.

The church of Coddington was given in 1093 by Hugh Fitz-Norman and

Ralph his brother to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh in Cheſter; the

dean and chapter are now patrons of the rectory. The rector has all the tithes

of Coddington and Bechin, one-third of the tithes of Alderſey, and half of

thoſe of Chowley ".

The townſhip of Alderſy, which lies about eight miles S. E. by E. from -

Cheſter, is divided into three hamlets, Great-Alderſey, Little-Alderſey, and

Crook-Alderſey. The manor was from a very early period divided into moieties,

one of which, as early as the year 1308", was in the anceſtors of the preſent

proprietor Samuel Alderſey Eſq. who reſides at Alderſey-Hall. The other

moiety was ſucceſſively in the Hattons, Vernons, and Duttons; the latter poſſeſſed

it as late as the year 1582, it afterwards belonged to the Calveleys, from whom it

deſcended to the late T. P. Legh Eſq. of Lyme, but no manerial rights are exer

ciſed for this moiety.

The townſhip of Chowley lies about nine miles S. E. by S. from Cheſter; the

manor which is within the manor of Tattenhall was formerly divided into ſeve

ralties, and an eighth part, which in the thirteenth century was in the Pulfords,

paſſed to the Groſvenors of Hulme, but the greater part was ſucceſſively in the

Hattons, Vernons, and Duttons. About the year 1660, the manor of Chowley

was ſold by Peter Dutton Eſq. to Thomas Nevitt; the latter conveyed it to Peter

Calf of Tottenham High-croſs, whoſe ſon of the ſame name deviſed it to his

kinſman Mr. Edward Donne of Shrewſbury. Joſina, daughter and heireſs of Mr.

Donne, brought it in marriage to Thomas Gardiner, whoſe grandſon conveyed it

in 1786 to John Crewe Eſq. of Boleſworth-caſtle. In 1805 it was bought under

a decree of the court of chancery by the preſent proprietor Thomas Tarlton Eſq.

of the truſtees of Oſwald Moſely Eſq. who had purchaſed of Mr. Crewe. The

greater part of the eſtate having been ſeparated from the manor, is now (having

been purchaſed under the decree above-mentioned) the property of Stephen Luke

Eſq. of Cheſter. A moiety of the tithes of the whole eſtate which had belonged to

the Groſvenors, and had been purchaſed by Mr. Moſely in 1786, was included in

Mr. Tarlton's and Mr. Luke's purchaſes according to their reſpedive portions of

the eſtate.

* Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis, * Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe.

3 CoPPENHALL,
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CoppenHALL, in the hundred and deanery of Nantwich, contains two town.

ſhips, Church-Coppenhall and Monks-Coppenhall; the pariſh church, which gives name

to the former, ſtands about five miles N. E. from Nantwich, and the ſame diſtance

S. W. from Sandbach.

The manor of Church-Coppenhall belonged ſoon after the conqueſt to the family

of Waſchett; about the end of the thirteenth century it is ſuppoſed to have paſſed

by gift or purchaſe to Foulke de Orreby, whoſe family continued to poſſeſs it about

a century; it paſſed afterwards by female deſcent to the Corbets and Hulſes. Sir

Thomas Vernon died ſeiſed of it in 1616 °; it was afterwards in the Ravenſcrofts,

and having paſſed in marriage with the only daughter of Hall Ravenſcroft Eſq.

of Horſham in Suſſex, to Sir Thomas Delves Bart, who died in 1713, is now,

by inheritance, the property of the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart.

In this townſhip is the hall of Shaw, which was given at an early period by Sir

Randal Mainwaring to Harry Hiccockſon", from whom it paſſed by purchaſe to

Thomas of the Shaw. This hall was for many years a ſeat of the Shaws”, and

afterwards of the Foulſhurſts; it is now a farm-houſe within a moated ſite, the

property of Miſs Jackſon of Nantwich, by whoſe family it was purchaſed of the

Heathcotes of Derbyſhire.

The biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry is patron of the rectory: Coppenhall

was given to that ſee in the reign of Henry III. by William de Waſchett; it was

then a chapel to Wybunbury'. Robert Stretton, biſhop of Lichfield, endowed

it in the reign of Edward III. with the glebe and all tithes, except thoſe of corn.

and hay, which have been ſince appropriated to the rectory.

It appears that Monks-Coppenhall was ſo called from having belonged at an

early period to the monks of Combermere. In the reign of Edward I. Thomas

Crue, lord of Crue, conveyed this manor ‘to Robert Burnell, biſhop of Bath

and Wells, and the abbot and convent of Combermere quitted claim to him;

from the biſhop's collateral deſcendant it paſſed by marriage to the Lovels,

in whom it continued till the attainder of Francis Lord Lovel in the reign of

Henry VII. Sir Thomas Vernon died ſeiſed of it in 1616"; it was afterwards

in the Cholmondeley family, and was purchaſed of George James Earl of

Cholmondeley by Mrs. Elcock of Poole, the preſent proprietor.

DAvenham, ſo called from its ſituation on the river Daven or Dane, in the

hundred of Northwich and deanery of Middlewich, is fituated about two

° Dr, Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Smith's MS. Collections,

P. 44. * Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Ibid.

miles
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miles S. from Northwich and four miles N. by E. from Middlewich. It con

tains the townſhips of Davenham, Boſłock, Eaton, Leftwich, Moulton, Newhall,

Shipbrooke, Shurlach, Stanthorne, Wharton, Whatcroft, and the lordſhip of

Rudheath. -

The pariſh-church, which has a handſome ſpire, built in the year 1680,

ſlands within the townſhip of Leftwich; the chancel was rebuilt about the year

1795 by Dr. Cotton, dean of Cheſter, then rector; a ſmall chapel on the north

ſide of the chancel belonged to the ancient hall of Leftwich. The advowſon of

the reëtory belonged formerly to the priory of Birkenhead; in or about the year

1285 the prior ſold it to the baron of Shipbrooke for ſeventy marks"; after this

it continued for ſeveral centuries attached to the manor of Shipbrooke, but was

afterwards again ſeparated and paſſed through ſeveral hands: the preſent patron

is Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of Dorfold. George Savage rector of Davenham,

an illegitimate ſon of Sir John Savage who was ſlain at Boulogne, is re

corded to have had ſeven illegitimate children by three different women. One

of theſe by Elizabeth Frodſham was the celebrated Edmund Bonner biſhop of

London *.

There is a ſchool at Davenham which has been eſtabliſhed more than a century;

the maſter has a ſalary of about 20 l. per ann. ariſing from a rent-charge on the

Shipbrooke-hill farm, and the aggregate produce of fundry ſmall benefactions.

The Vernons, barons of Shipbrooke, were capital lords of the townſhip of

Davenham, which has paſſed with Shipbrooke and other manors, parcel of that

barony ", to the preſent proprietor William Harper Eſq.

The manors of Over and Nether-Davenham were poſſeſſed for three centuries

by the Bretts, who held under the Vernons and Savages; the co-heireſſes of the

retts carried theſe eſtates into the families of Holford and De la Wyche, which

were ſettled at Davenham for ſeveral generations. Allen Holford, the laſt heir

male of this branch of the Holfords, ſold his eſtate at Davenham to his brother

in-law Thomas Highlord Ravenſcroft Eſq., after whoſe death in 1795 it was

purchaſed of his truſtees by William Harper Eſq. of Liverpool and others: the

widow of Mr. Ravenſcroft reſides in the ancient manſion, in which ſhe has a life

intereſt. The family of the Wyches or De la Wyches removed to Alderley; we

have not found what became of their eſtate at Davenham; it is probable that it

was purchaſed by the Holfords.

The townſhip of Boſtock, which lies about three miles N. W. by W. from

Middlewich, gave name to an ancient family deſcended from Oſmerus lord of

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Smith's Colle&tions, fol. 43. * See p. 648, 649.

- Boſtock,
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Boſtock, in the reign of William the Conqueror, which poſſeſſed the manor for

ſeveral generations *; the heireſs of the elder branch of the Boſtocks” brought

this manor in the latter part of the 15th century to the Savages". About the

year 1755 it was ſold by Sir Thomas Whitmore of Apley, in the county of Salop,

to William Tomkinſon gent, whoſe nephew and deviſee Edward Tomkinſon Eſq.

(now Wetenhall) ſold it to Thomas France Eſq. Boſtock-Hall, the ſeat of

Mr. France, was built by the late owner about the year 1775: the ancient hall, a

building of timber, ſurrounded by a moat, was pulled down in the year 1803.

On Boſtock-Green is an ancient oak, which is ſaid to mark the centre of the

county. *

The townſhip of Eaton, or as it was anciently written Ayton, lies nearly three

miles S. by W. from Northwich; the manor was at an early period in moieties

between the family of Praers (ſucceeded by the Mainwarings") and that of

Bulkeley: in the reign of Henry VIII. Thomas Bulkeley ſold his eſtate in Ayton

to the Breretons", who ſeem eventually to have been poſſeſſed of the whole

manor, which before the year 1672 had paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales to the families

of Lindſey and Cholmondeley ‘; it is now the property of Thomas Cholmondeley

Eſq. of Vale-Royal, M. P. The Bulkeleys had a ſeat at Ayton: Biſhop Gaſtrell

mentions a monument (formerly in Davenham church) for William Bulkeley Eſq.

of Ayton, who died in the reign of Edward IV. Leland ſays, that the two Bulke

leys, that is, the Bulkeleys of Whatcroft and the Bulkeleys of Eaton, contended:

either to be the elder houſe of that name; he adds, “Bulkle of Eitons Stok

cam to a daughter, and Leftwich had her, but Sir Gul. of Breton' brought

Eyton f.” - -

The townſhip of Leftwich is ſituated one mile from Northwich; the manor

belonged in the reign of William the Conqueror to the Vernons, as parcel of the

barony of Shipbrooke: in the 13th century Margaret ſiſter and heir of Warin.

Vernon, brought it in marriage to Sir Richard Wilbraham, with whoſe daughter

and co-heir Maud it paſſed to Robert de Winnington. Richard, ſon of this

Robert, aſſumed the name of de Leftwich, and was anceſtor of the Leftwiches, /

who continued to poſſeſs this manor for ſeveral generations: in the early part of -

* See Eſch. Henry V. and Edward IV. * A younger branch of the Boſtocks continued

in this townſhip, and is ſuppoſed to have been extinét about a century ago. The laſt Boſtock of

Boſtock, who appears amongſt the burials in the pariſh regiſter, is Thomas Boſtock, buried

December 26, 1704. * It appears to have continued in the Savages in 1791, being then

the property of Richard Savage, Earl Rivers. Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Eſch. 17 Rich. II.

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harleian MSS. N° 29Io. | Sir William

Brereton, * Leland's Itin, Vol. vii. p. 34.

the
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the 17th century, Elizabeth daughter and heir of Ralph Leftwich, married

William Oldfield", whoſe deſcendant Mrs. Jane Oldfield, ſiſter and co-heir of

Bowyer Oldfield Eſq. the laſt heir-male of that family, ſold Leftwich about the

year 1736 to the father of Thomas Highlord Ravenſcroft Eſq. of whom it was

purchaſed about the year 1790 by the Hon. Booth Grey, father of Booth Grey

Eſq. the preſent proprietor. The old hall of this manor has been taken down,

and a farm-houſe built on the ſite.

The hall and demeſnes of Moulton belonged to a branch of the Boſtocks; they

have of late years paſſed with the manor of Boſtock, and are now the property of

Mr. France ; the hall is occupied by a farmer.

The hall and demeſnes of Newhall were held under the Savages in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth by the family of Stockley ; about a century afterwards they

paſſed by purchaſe to the Whitakers; the hall, demeſnes, and royalty of Newhall

are now the property of Samuel Vernon Eſq. of Cheſter, whoſe father married the

heireſs of the Whitakers: the hall is occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Shipbrooke, which was the ſeat of the Barons Vernon, lies

about two miles S. E. from Northwich; Richard de Vernon, the firſt of the

family who ſettled at Shipbrooke, was one of Hugh Lupus’s barons; Warin

Vernon, the fifth baron in ſucceſſion, ſon of Warin, who had married one of

the co-heireſſes of the Baron of Wich-Malbank, left three daughters co-heireſſes,

married into the families of Wilbraham, Stafford, and Littlebury; Ralph

Vernon, rečtor of Hanwell, younger brother of Warin, had a long ſuit with

his nieces concerning the barony, and it was at laſt determined by award, that

Ralph ſhould have one half of the baronial eſtate, including Shipbrooke the ſeat

of the barony, and the manor of Minſhull-Vernon. This eſtate is ſaid to have

been ſettled by deed on his illegitimate ſon Sir Ralph", who lived to the age

of 150, as appears by various law-proceedings reſpecting the Vernon eſtates;

he is called in the pedigrees of the family, Sir Ralph Vernon, “the old,” and

“ the old liver.” This Sir Ralph had iſſue male by his wife Mary, daughter of

the Lord Dacre, and by Maud Groſvenor (widow of John Hatton), who on

one ſide was repreſented as his ſecond wife, and on the other as his concubine'.

In the year 1325 he made a ſettlement upon the marriage of Sir Ralph his

grandſon, or as ſome pedigrees repreſent him his great-grandſon, with Agnes,

the daughter of Richard Damory, chief juſtice of Cheſter; by this deed, in the

event of failure of male iſſue from Sir Ralph and Agnes, the Vernon eſtates

* Dr. Williamſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. 'The other co-heireſs married Bowyer Wynne Eſq.,

and brought him part of this townſhip, which was ſold in parcels by his ſon.

* Woodmoth's Collečtions, p. 15, and 78. “Ibid., p. 58, 59, 60, and 82.

Were
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were ſettled on Richard, eldeſt ſon of the above-mentioned Sir Ralph, “the

old,” by Maud Groſvenor, paſſing by Thomas a younger ſon, (by Lord

Dacre's daughter,) whoſe deſcendant James Vernon, ſome years afterwards, con

teſted the validity of the deed, and after confiderable litigation there ſeems to have

been a compromiſe, for James Vernon and his poſterity recovered Haſlington";

but Shipbrooke with its barony, or rather a moiety of the barony, paſſed to the

deſcendants of Richard. On the death of Sir Ralph Vernon the younger",

who by his wife Agnes Damory left only a daughter, married to Hamo le

Strange, Shipbrooke was inherited by Sir Ralph Vernon, ſon of Richard, on

whom the eſtate had been entailed; this Sir Ralph leaving no male iſſue,

Shipbrooke paſſed to his younger brother Sir Richard Vernon, who was

ſlain at the battle of Shrewſbury, leaving two ſons, Sir Richard, who died

in France, and left an only daughter, married to Sir Robert Foulſhurſt,

and Sir Ralph, who inherited Shipbrooke; Ralph Vernon, ſon of the laſt

mentioned Sir Ralph, left an only daughter and heir, Dorothy, married to Sir

John Savage K. G. *, who was ſlain at the fiege of Boulogne in 1492. In con

ſequence of this marriage the Savages inherited a moiety of the barony, with

the manor of Shipbrooke, and the royalties of Davenham, Leftwich, Moulton,

Shurlach, and Wharton, which were ſold in the early part of the laſt century,

either by John Savage, the laſt Earl Rivers, or his immediate predeceſſor, to Mr.

Richard Vernon of Middlewich, and deviſed by him to Henry Vernon Eſq.

of Hilton in Staffordſhire, one of the lineal deſcendants of Sir William Vernon,

a grandſon of Warin, the third baron of Shipbrooke. Mr. Vernon having

procured an act of Parliament for the ſale of this eſtate in 1764, it was purchaſed

by William Tomkinſon of Mancheſter, merchant, and by him deviſed to Edward

Tomkinſon Eſq. (now Wetenhall), who ſold it to William Harper Eſq. of

Liverpool, the preſent proprietor: there are no remains of the ancient ſeat of the

Vernons.

The royalty of the townſhips of Shurlach and Wharton is attached to the

barony of Shipbrooke as above-mentioned: the landed property is divided

amongſt ſeveral free-holders. The townſhip of Shurlach lies one mile and a

half E. S. E. from Northwich ; Wharton, two miles and a half N. N. W. from

Middlewich.

The townſhip of Stanthornelies nearly two miles W.N.W. from Middlewich; the

manor, which in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries belonged tº the Rahers",

"Ibid. p. 82. " This Sir Ralph and his father are deſcribed as of Mottram.

* Smith’s pedigrees, p. 126. * Woodnoth’s Colle&ions f. 180. The family of .

Dudfin appear to have been poſſeſſed at the ſame time of Little Stanthorne. Ibid.

Vol. II. - 4 O - and
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and at a later period for many deſcents to the family of Whalley, or Walley",

having been purchaſed by Sir John Byrne Bart., deſcended to his grandſon

Sir J. Fleming Leiceſter Bart. Mr. Richard Jones of Mancheſter has lately

purchaſed this manor and the houſe at Stanthorne-hill, now in the occupation of

Charles Leiceſter Eſq. There is a farm-houſe on the ſite of the old manſion,

which is ſurrounded by a moat.

The townſhip of Whatcroft lies three miles S. E. from Northwich ; the manor

was for many generations in that branch of the Bulkeley family, from which the

preſent Lord Viſcount Bulkeley is deſcended. This branch of the family had

removed into North-Wales, before Leland's time", but continued to poſſeſs

Whatcroft till after the year 1756, when an act of Parliament having been obtained

for the ſale of this and other manors, which had belonged to James Lord Bulke

ley, then deceaſed, Whatcroft was purchaſed by the family of Robinſon: it is now

the property and ſeat of James Topping Eſq., Barriſter at law, who married the

daughter and ſole heir of William Robinſon Eſq.

The lordſhip of Rudhcath is a large diſtrict, principally in this pariſh, Middle

wich and Sandbach, but extending alſo into that of Great-Budworth, and com

prifing ſeveral extenſive freehold eſtates. The manors of Drakelow and Rud.

heath belonged anciently to the family of Drakelow, and having been forfeited

by the attainder of Johnſ)rakelow', were for a long period in the crown ‘; having

been granted to the Portland family, they were purchaſed, together with ſome farms,

of the preſent Duke of Portland by Thomas Marſhall Eſq. of Northwich, and are

now the property of his ſons, John Thomas, and James Marſhall, Eſquires, who

appoint a game-keeper for Drakelow, as parcel of the lordſhip of Rudheath. A ma

nor of Drakelow, diſtinčt from this, was formerly in the Wilbrahams of Woodhey ",

and afterwards ſucceſſively in the families of Delves, Townſend, and Preſcot *. It

is now the property of Charles Watkin John Shakerley Eſq., who purchaſed it in

1802 of Sir George William Preſcot Bart. The hall, which is within a moated

ſite, is occupied as a farm-houſe. An action took place on the 22d of February

1643, between King Charles's forces, and thoſe of the Parliament, under the

command of Sir William Brereton; it appears to have been a drawn battle.”..

Winsford-bridge is partly in this pariſh, and partly in Over".

* Vale Royal, ii. 83. * Leland's Itin. Vol. vii. p. 33. * Woodnoth’s Colle&tions,

p. 192. The date is not mentioned. * They were purchaſed during the ſale of crown-lands

in the feventeenth century by Thomas Mackworth and Richard Smith. — Records in the Augmen

tation-office. " Anno 1622–Webb's Itinerary in King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 84.

* Sir Thomas Delves appointed a game-keeper for this manor in 1722; Robert Townſend Eſq. in

1742; it was purchaſed by Thomas Preſcot Eſq. in 1750.

* Burghall's Diary.— Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 907. * See the account of Over

pariſh.

Door.Eston,
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Topleston, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, lies four miles

S.W. from Cheſter: it contains the townſhips of Dodleſton, Higher-Kinnerton,'

and Lower-Kinnerton. The manor of Dodleſton was, at an early period, the pro

perty of the Boydells, who had a caſtle here", of which no traces now remain:

this family became extinct in the male line about the reign of Henry V.,

after which, Dodleſton paſſed by female heirs to the families of Reddiſh and

Merbury": in or about the year 1627 it was purchaſed of Thomas Merbury

by the Ravenſcrofts of Bretton in Flintſhire; and about the year 1756–Powis

Eſq. of Lilford, whoſe father had married a co-heireſs of the Ravenſcroft family,

ſold it to Sir Robert Groſvenor Bart., grandfather of Robert Earl Groſvenor,

the preſent proprietor. The old hall at Dodleſton, which belonged for ſeveral

generations to the Manleys, was ſold by them to Sir Robert Lawley Bart. of whom

it was purchaſed in 1807 by Earl Groſvenor: this old manſion has been ſince

taken down, and a farm-houſe built on the ſite.

A conſiderable eſtate in Dodleſton, which had been purchaſed of William

Merbury by Thomas Groſvenor Eſq., was ſold by Richard Groſvenor, in or

about the year 1582, to Sir Thomas Egerton, her Majeſty's ſolicitor-general, to

gether with the capital meſſuage, then lately in the occupation of Anthony Grof.

venor deceaſed. Sir Thomas Egerton, (who afterwards became lord keeper of

the great-ſeal, Lord Elleſmere, and Wiſcount Brackley,) occaſionally reſided at

Dodleſton: he died in London in the year 1617, and was buried on the 10th of

April in Dodleſton-church, where, on a flat ſtone, is the following ſhort epitaph:

* Anchora animae, fides et ſpes in Chriſto-Orimur,-

Morimur. — Sequentur quinon præceſſerint.”

The Lord keeper's firſt wife, Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Ravenſcroft, was

buried at Dodleſton in 1588, and his ſon Sir Thomas Egerton, who died in

Ireland in 1599, having with his younger brother John, afterwards Earl of

Bridgwater, accompanied the Earl of Eſſex in his expedition to that kingdom. The

Earl of Bridgwater, Lord Brackley's ſon, ſold his eſtate at Dodleſton, to Richard

Kelſall Eſq. of Trafford; it is now the property of John Glegg Eſq. of Withington,

who married Bridget, daughter and heireſs of the late John Kelſall Eſq. The

hall, which was an ancient edifice, built chiefly of timber, was pulled down about

the year 1788, and a farm-houſe built on the ſite.

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * His funeral was ſolemnized

at Cheſter, and the funeral dinner kept at the biſhop's palace.—Harl MSS. N° 2, 29, fol. 44.

4 O 2 One
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* One of the halls at Dodleſton was fortified by Sir William Brereton in the

month of February 1645, during the ſiege of Cheſter; that general fixed his head.

quarters at Dodleſton on the 2d of December following ". -

The church of Dodleſton was given by Alan de Boydell to the abbot and

convent of St. Werburgh: the reëory is now in the patronage of the dean and

chapter. The townſhips of Dodleſton and Kinnerton have been incloſed under

an ačt of Parliament paſſed in the year 1791. -

The townſhip of Lower-Kinnerton lies about four miles S. W. by W. from

Cheſter: the manor has always paſſed with that of Dodleſton ; the hall of this

eſtate ſtands in Cheſhire, the offices in Flintſhire. Higher-Kinnerton is wholly

in Flintſhire, although in the pariſh of Dodleſton.

EASTHAM, in the hundred and deanery of Wirrall, is ſituated nine miles

north from Cheſter, and five miles eaſt from Neſton: it contains the townſhips

of Eaſtham-cum-Plimyard and Carlett, Hooton-cum-Roveacre, Over-Poole, Nether

Poole, Great-Sutton, Little-Sutton, and Childer-Thornton ; beſides part of the town

fhip of Whitby.

The manor of Eaſtham was given by Randal de Gernon Earl of Cheſter, to

the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, as a compenſation for the ills he had

done that houſe, and by his charter he commanded all his ſubjećts upon their

allegiance, that this his donation, given for his health and abſolution, ſhould be as

it ought, free and abſolute; adding this imprecation, that if any of them or their

heirs ſhould diminiſh it in any thing, that God would leſſen him; ſo leſſened,

deſtroy him; and ſo deſtroyed, condemn him with the devil". " After the diſſo

lution of monaſteries, King Henry VIII, gave this manor to the dean and chapter

of Cheſter, from whom this and other manors belonging to that body were

obtained for certain annual rents, by Sir Richard Cotton', in or about the year

1553; Sir Richard's ſon, a few years afterwards, conveyed this manor to Sir

Rowland Stanley, anceſtor of Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley Bart., the

preſent proprietor. The manor of Plimyard was purchaſed in or about the year

1590 by the Stanleys of William Huntington: there is an old farm-houſe on the

ſite of the manor, belonging to Sir T. S. M. Stanley Bart. -

In the pariſh church of Eaſtham are ſome monuments of the Stanley family.

This church was in ancient times a chapel to Bromborough : the tithes of

Faſtham were given by Hugh Lupus Earl of Cheſter to the abbot and con

* Randal Holme's Narrative of the fiege of Cheſter. Harl. MSS. Nº 2155. -

* Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Step, 573, in the notes.

- - Went
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vent of St. Werburgh: they now belong to ſeveral perſons: Sir T. S. M. Stanley

Bart. is impropriator of the townſhips of Eaſtham, Hooton, and Childer-Thornton;

Mr. Joſeph White of Sutton-Parva; the Rev. Thomas Edwards of Sutton

Magna; the Rev. Sir Henry Poole Bart. of Over, and Nether-Poole; and John

Hignet Eſq. of Whitby. The dean and chapter of Cheſter are patrons of the

vicarage.

The townſhip of Hooton lies about nine miles N. by W. from Cheſter; this

place was the property and ſeat of the ancient family of Hooton, or Hoton, which

became extinct in the male line in the reign of Henry II., when it paſſed by mar.

riage to the family of Wallenſis, or Welſhman, generally called, after this alliance,

by the name of Hooton. About the year 1400, Margaret, daughter and heir

of William Wallenſis, or Hooton, brought Hooton in marriage to William

de Stanley, from which time it has been the principal ſeat of the elder branch of

this ancient family, from a younger branch of which are deſcended the Earl of

Derby, the Stanleys of Alderley-Park, and the Stanleys of Cumberland. William

Stanley of Hooton was created a baronet in the year 1661; the preſent baronet

and proprietor of Hooton is Sir Thomas Stanley Maſſey Stanley F.

The ancient hall at Hooton was a large building chiefly of timber in the

ſtyle of Little-Moreton-Hall; it was taken down in the year 1778, and the

preſent manſion built from a deſign of Mr. Samuel Wyatt; the ſtone is from the

Storeton quarry. At Hooton are whole length figures of the Earl of Cheſter, and

of Edric Silveſter, anceſtor of the Storetons, painted on board. -

Roveacre, a hamlet of Hooton, belongs to Sir T. S. M. Stanley.

The townſhips of Over and Nether-Poole, lie at a ſhort diſtance from each other,

about eight miles N. by W. from Cheſter. The manor of Over-Poole has been held

with Nether-Poole by the family of Poole, for more than three centuries; but

there appears to have been an eſtate diſtinct from this, called alſo the manor of

Over-Poole, which was given by Catherine, wife of Hamelyn de Bardolph, to

the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, and was granted by Queen Elizabeth

in or about the year 1579 to William Glazier, or Glaſeour, whoſe deſcendant

continued to poſſeſs it in 17 to ; this alſo, we are informed, has been ſince united

to Sir Henry Poole's eſtate. Nether-Poole belonged to the anceſtors of the Rev.

Sir Henry Poole Bart. as early as the year 1220, if not before; it was then held

under the family of Tyderington. Poole-Hall was for many generations the

ſeat of the Pooles; James Poole Eſq. of Poole was created a baronet in 1677:

in conſequence of a match with the Pelham family, his deſcendants have of late

years reſided in Suſſex. The ancient hall, ſome parts of which exhibit traces of

* See p. 367. - w

1. having
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having been fitted up in or about the reign of Henry VIII., is ſtill ſtanding and

occupied by the farmer who rents the demeſne,

The townſhip of Great-Sutton lies ſeven miles, and Little-Sutton ſeven miles and

a half N. N. W. from Cheſter; the manors of both, which had belonged to the

abbey of St. Werburgh, were acquired and held in fee-farm in the reign of Queen

Elizabeth by Sir Hugh Cholmondeley': in 1798 they were purchaſed of Thomas

Cholmondeley Eſq., by Mr. Joſeph White the preſent proprietor. The ancient

manſion of Sutton-Hall has been taken down and a farm-houſe bearing the ſame

name built on the ſite.

The townſhip of Childer-Thornton, which lies eight miles N. N. W. from

Cheſter, is divided between ſeveral freeholders who exerciſe manerial rights in

rotation*. In this townſhip is a ſchool for fourteen children, eſtabliſhed about

the middle of the ſeventeenth century: the ſchool-houſe was built and is repaired

at the charge of the pariſh; it has a ſmall endowment (between four and five

pounds per ann.) ariſing from ſundry benefactions.

The townſhip of Whitby, partly in this pariſh and partly in Stoak, lies ſome

what more than ſix miles N. from Cheſter: the manor which had belonged to

the abbey of Cheſter, was acquired in fee-farm in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,

by the family of Glaſeour', from which it paſſed by purchaſe in 1; off to Thomas

Bennet Eſq. of Cheſter, whoſe repreſentatives ſold it, in 1805, to Robert Earl

Groſvenor the preſent proprietor. Within this townſhip, near the village of

Whitby, the Elleſmere canal unites itſelf with the Merſey, at a place now called

Elleſmere-Port, between which and Liverpool paſſage-boats and barges daily paſs

to and fro; there is another ferry at Eaſtham.

EccLEston, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, is ſituated

nearly three miles S. from Cheſter; it contains two townſhips, Eccleſion-cum

Belgrave and Eaton.

The manor of Eccleſion, as parcel of the barony of Kinderton, was in the family

of Venables from the time of the conqueſt till the death of Peter Venables, baron

of Kinderton, the laſt heir-male, after which it paſſed by marriage to Montague

Bertie, Lord Norris, and afterwards to the Vernons; it was purchaſed of the

latter in 1758 by the father of Earl Groſvenor the preſent proprietor. The

manor of Belgrave, a hamlet of Eccleſton, which gives title of Wiſcount to Earl

* Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 162. l. See alſo p. 573.

* The manor was parcel of the poſſeſſions of the abbey of St. Werburgh, which were intended

for the dean and chapter, and which they afterwards loſt. See p. 573. In the reign of Queen

Elizabeth the manor was held in fee-farm by William Mayo, alias Baxter. Harl. MSS. N° 2,071, f.

162, $. * See p. 573, and Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 162. 3.

Groſvenor,
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Groſvenor, has for many years paſſed with the manor of Eccleſton"; the

advowſon of the reëtory has been attached alſo to that manor. Eccleſton was

occupied by Sir William Brereton’s army in the year 1645, during the fiege of

Cheſter".

The pariſh church was rebuilt in 1868, from a deſign of Mr. Porden, at the

ſole expence of Earl Groſvenor. In the old church was a memorial for Elizabeth,

relićt of archdeacon Rogers, who made collections for the Hiſtory of Cheſter

(ob. 1617); in the Groſvenor chancel was an ancient monument of that family,

and one of more modern date put up in 1624, in memory of Richard Groſvenor

Etºl, father of the firſt baronet, and his two wives, as well as the two wives of Sir

Richard Groſvenor Bart.

The townſhip of Eaton, called ſometimes Eaton-Boat, lies about four miles S.

from Cheſter: the manor was given by Leofric, earl of Mercia, to the monks of

Coventry in the reign of Edward the Confeſſor. In the reign of Henry III.

Hamon de Pulford being immediate lord of this place, ſettled half of it on his

ſon Richard, who aſſumed the name of Eaton; his deſcendants appear to have

been poſſeſſed of the whole manor, which in the reign of Henry V. paſſed in mar

riage with Joan, daughter and heir of John Eaton, to Ralph ſecond ſon of Sir

Thomas Groſvenor, who continued the male line of that family, and was imme

diate anceſtor of Robert, Earl Groſvenor, the preſent proprietor. Sir Richard

Groſvenor was created a baronet in 1622. Sir Richard the ſecond baronet, who

was an eminent royaliſt, was turned out of his houſe at Eaton by the Parlia

mentary army, and refided in a cottage belonging to a neighbouring gentleman

till the reſtoration: his deſcendant Sir Richard, the ſeventh baronet, was created

a peer in 1761, by the title of Baron Groſvenor of Eaton, and in 1784 he was

advanced to an earldom, taking his ſecond title of Wiſcount Belgrave, as above

mentioned, from Belgrave a hamlet of Eccleſton.

There is a view of Eaton-Hall, (which was built by Sir Thomas Groſvenor in

the reign of King William,) by Kip, in the Nouveau Theatre de la Grande

Bretagne : it was a large plain brick manſion, which has been lately fronted with

ſtone; large Gothic windows have been introduced ; a portico and wings added

to it, and other extenſive additions made by the preſent Earl Groſvenor, in an

enriched Gothic ſtyle, from deſigns of Mr. Porden. -

* The Belgrave eſtate, which was eſteemed a third part of Eccleſton, was in the immediate poſ.

ſeſſion of the Belgraves temp. Edward III., and having paſſed through other families was Purchaſed

by Sir Thomas Groſvenor long before the Groſvenor family was poſſeſſed of Eccleſton.-Villare

Ceffrienſe. * Randal Holme's Narrative of the Siege of Cheſter. Harl, MSS. N°21;5,

3. Figden,
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Figden, now called Figdale, is a hamlet of Eaton, the property of Earl Groſ.

*Wenor. -

A brief account of this pariſh was publiſhed in 1774 by the Rev. Thomas

Crane, then ſecond maſter of the grammar ſchool, now miniſter of St. Olave and

vicar of Over. -

FARNDoN, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, is fituated on

a hill which overlooks the Dee, about nine miles S. from Cheſter; it contains the

townſhips of Farndon, Barton, Churton, Clutton, and Crewe. The manor of

Farne or Farndon belonged from a very remote period to the ſee of Lichfield and

Coventry, under which it has been held for many generations by the Groſvenor

family. Earl Groſvenor is lord of the manor, patron of the curacy, and impro

priator of the great tithes, which had in ancient times been appropriated to the

dean and canons of St. John's church in Cheſter". Farndon church, which is

deſcribed by Webb in his Itinerary, written in the year 1622, as a fair new building",

was made a garriſon during the civil war , and is ſaid to have been burnt during

the fiege of Holt-caſtle in 1645"; it certainly ſuſtained great injury, which was

repaired in 1658, when the ſouth window was decorated with the portraits in

ſtained glaſs of Sir Francis Gamul the loyal mayor of Cheſter, Sir William

Mainwaring, Roger Groſvenor Eſq., Captain Barnſton, and other officers of

King Charles’s army, with their coats of arms. In this church are ſome memo

rials of the Barnſtons of Churton: William Barnſton, who died in 1664, “ven

tured his life and fortune with King Charles I. ; he was ſent priſoner from Oxford

to London where he continued till he paid his compoſition for his eſtate;” his

ſon John, who died before him, married the ſole heireſs of Trafford of Bridge

Trafford. A chapel in the north aiſle belongs to the Maſfies of Coddington; the

ſouth chapel belongs to the Barnſtons. In this church were formerly the tombs

of Sir Patrick de Barton and two other knights, with their effigies in armour,

with large ſhields, round the edge of which their names were inſcribed in Lom

bardic capitals; but only that of Sir Patrick de Barton (without date) was perfeót

when Randal Holme took his notes; on one of the other ſhields was a lion

rampant, and on the third a wolf paſſant regardant, (the coat of Dareſbury,)

and an imperfect inſcription; “Hic jacet Madoc ... Daur.... or... pro co”.–

Speed, the hiſtorian, was born at Farndon in the year 1552.

-- • villars Cedrieuſe. * King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 54. - - villare Cedricaſe,

s' See “Gough's Camden. There is no mention of this circumſtance in Burghall's Diary; an

inſcription in the church denotes, that having been much injured by fire in 1645, it was repaired,

and the bells newly caſt in 1658. * Harl. MSS. N° 2151, f. 99.

A ſchool
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A ſchool-houſe was built at Farndon about the year 1629, and endowed with

the rent of the croft on which it ſtands, which, with ſome other trifling emolu

ments, forms a ſalary of about 141 per ann.; the maſter is nominated by the fami

lies of Barnſton, Leche, and Maſſie. -

Adjoining to Farndon, and bordering alſo upon ſome of the neighbouring

townſhips, is an extra-parochial tract of land now called the townſhip of King's

Marſh. It was formerly called Over-Marſh, and was one of the ſpots ſet apart in

ancient times for the reception of fugitive ſtrangers of any county, who ſhould

come in time of war under the protećtion of the earls of Cheſter, and who were

allowed to live there in booths for a year, none of the lords of the neighbouring

manors being permitted to “approve, build, or make any commodity of any part

of the ſaid tract of land without the Earl's leave firſt obtained.” King Richard III.

granted Over-Marſh to Sir William Stanley : it is now the property of Thomas

Spurſtow Moulſon Eſq. in whoſe family it has been a confiderable time.

The townſhip of Barton lies about nine miles and a half S. S. E. from Cheſter;

the manor was in ancient times held under the barony of Malpas by the family of

Barton, ſome monuments of which family, with their effigies in armour, and

their coats of arms on their ſhields, were formerly to be ſeen in Farndon-church',

it was afterwards, for a confiderable time, in the Earl of Cholmondeley's family,

and was purchaſed in 1777 of George James Earl of Cholmondeley, by William

Leche Eſq. of Carden, who is the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Churton lies about ſeven miles S. by E. from Cheſter; the

manor, which belonged to the Barnſtons as early as the reign of Richard II., is

now veſted in their lineal deſcendant Roger Barnſton Eſq. of Cheſter. Churton

Hall, for many generations the ſeat of the Barnſtons, is now occupied by a

farmer. The family of Hankey was ſeated in this townſhip for ſeveral generations,

the elder branch became extinct in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; a younger

branch continued here in 1630 ".

The townſhip of Clutton lies about ten miles S. S. E. from Cheſter: the manor

was ańciently in the Cluttons, who continued to poſſeſs it from the reign of

Henry III. to that of Henry VI. ; it afterwards paſſed ſucceſſively to the Maſfies

and Bromleys, and was purchaſed of the latter by Richard Williamſon Eſq.",

whoſe deſcendants ſold it about the year 1725 to John Leche of Carden, anceſtor

of William Leche Eſq. the preſent proprietor. Dr. Williamſon the antiquary,

whoſe manuſcript Hiſtory of the Cheſhire manors we have had frequent occaſion

• Harl. MSS. N° 2151. : Harl. MSS. N° 217.6. f. 77. See p. 375.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe,

Wol, II, \ 4 P ta
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to quote, under the name of Villare Cºſìrienſ, was grandſon of Richard William

ſon above-mentioned, and born in this townſhip. -

The townſhip of Crewe lies about ten miles S. by E. from Cheſter; the family

of Crew or Crue, who took their name from this townſhip, had confiderable

eſtates in Crewe, which, on the extinétion of the male line of this family, paſſed

by co-heireſſes to the families of Bird and Dod: the grand-daughter of Thomas

Bird, who married one of the co-heireſſes, brought a moiety of theſe eſtates to

the Stringers in the reign of Henry VIII.” The royalty of the townſhip of Crewe,

which had belonged to the abbot and convent of Cheſter, became veſted after

the diſſolution in the Crewes, or Crues, of Holte, a younger branch of the

Crewes of Crewe-Hall: in the latter part of the 17th century, Mr. Thomas Crue

of Holte ſold it to Sir John Crewe of Utkinton, of whoſe repreſentative, now

Lord Crewe of Crewe-Hall, it was purchaſed in the year 1802 by Mr. Ambroſe

Dutton the preſent proprietor.

FRODSHAM, which gives name to a deanery, is an ancient borough-town

ſituated within the hundred of Ediſbury, on the road from Cheſter to Mancheſter,

at the diſtance of eleven miles from the former; the pariſh contains eleven town.

ſhips, Frodſham, Alvanley, Bradley, Helſby, Kingſley, Manley, Netherton,

Newton, Norton, Overton, and Woodhouſes *. Randal de Blundeville, Earl of

Cheſter, granted the burgeſſes of Frodſham, being 1 lo in number, an exemption

from all tolls except that of ſalt in the wiches, and that all pleas ſhould be judged

within the borough by the provoſt and vicinage, except thoſe belonging to his

ſword", reſerving to himſelf alſo the reſort of the burgeſſes to his mills and his

oven". Frodſham is a market town by preſcription, but, in conſequence of its

vicinity to Warrington, the market, which is on Saturday, is very inconſiderable:

there are two ſmall fairs, May the 15th and Auguſt the 21ſt; the latter being on

the feſtival of St. Lawrence, is an ancient fair, as appears by the plea to a quo

warranto in the reign of Henry VII. The Earl of Cholmondeley is entitled to

the tolls at the market and fairs.

The manor of Frodſham belonged to the Earls of Cheſter, and afterwards to the

kings of England. It was granted for life by King Edward I. (as Earl of Cheſter)

to David brother of Llewellyn, king of Wales; by King Richard II. to Radegunda

y Villare Ceſluienſe. * Bradley, Netherton, Overton, and IWoodhouſes, are by ſome con

ſidered only as hamlets within the lordſhip of Frodſham. * It does not appear that any ſuch

pleadings have been held for a long ſeries of years, or that there is any record of other proceedings

than thoſe which are uſual in courts-leet and courts-baron." * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

: Harl. MSS. N° 2115. f. 177.

. Becket;
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Becket; by Henry VI. to Edmund Earl of Richmond"; and afterwards to King

Edward IV., then Duke of York". This manor was held for many generations

under the earls of Cheſter and the crown by the ancient family of the Frodſhams,

who reſided at Frodſham-caſtle, at the weſt end of the town, afterwards at Elton,

and became extinct in the male line in the year 1766. The manor, which had

been enfranchiſed and long ago alienated by the Frodſhams, paſſed to the family

of Savage, Earl Rivers, and by ſucceſſive marriages to the Earl of Barrymore

and general Cholmondeley', uncle of George James Earl of Cholmondeley, the

preſent proprietor. A manſion called Frodſham-caſtie, which had been built on

or near the fite of the ancient caſtles, was burnt down October 10, 1654, on

the day that the firſt Earl Rivers died there". A houſe called Park-place,

which ſtands on or near the ſame ſite, is the property and reſidence of Daniel

Aſhley Eſq.

The townſhips or hamlets of Bradley, Netherton, Overton, and Woodhouſs, are

within the lordſhip of Frodſham. The manor of Nether-Bradley, in the townſhip

of Bradley, was as early as the year 1315', and continued for ſeveral generations

in the Gerards of Crewood, and is now the property of their repreſentatives the

Leyceſters of Toft. -

The pariſh church is ſituated within the townſhip of Overton, on a hill which

overlooks Frodſham, nearly a mile from the town; the only monument for any

family of note is that of the Hydes of Cattenhall: in the ſouth aiſle is a tablet for

Peter Banner, a carpenter, who died O&tober 21, 1749, aged fifty, having

in thirty-three months been tapped for the dropſy fifty-eight times, and had

1032 quarts of water taken from him.

The following inſtances of longevity occur in the regiſter of burials for this

pariſh.

159; Feb. 12.-Thomas Hough, cuj, aetas czLI.

13–Randle Wall, cIIII. -

1695 Apr. 13.—Margaret Knowles de Helleſby, aged 107.

1791 Nov. 21.—Thomas Blean * of Norley, aged 102. -

The tithes of Frodſham were given by Hugh Lupus to the abbey of Cheſter',

but this grant appears to have been reſumed, for we find that King Edward I,

gave the church of Frodſham to the abbot and convent of Dernhall (afterwards

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Rot. Parl. Vol. v. p. 38o. * See p. 499.

* Vale. Royal, part i. p. 1 co. In the firſt volume of Buck's Antiquities is a view of ſome ſmall

remains of Frodſham-caſtle. * See Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities of Bucklow hundred,

p. 236. * Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. : The name is ſpelt Blain on

his grave-ſtone. * Dugdale’s Monaſticon, Vol. i. p. 201,

4 P 2 Vale
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Vale-Royal") that the great tithes were appropriated to that convent to which

they belonged at the diſſolution of monaſteries, when they were granted with the

advowſon of the vicarage to the dean and chapter of Chriſt’s-church college in

Oxford. The leaſe of the great tithes held under that college is veſted in the

truſtees of the late William Maſſey Eſq. of Moſton near Cheſter.

The vicarial tithes were eſtimated only at 9ol, per ann. in biſhop Gaſtrell's time,

but have been much augmented in value of late years, in conſequence of the

increaſed culture of potatoes". Certain commons in the townſhips of Frodſham

and Helſby were incloſed by ad of Parliament in the year 1793.

A free-ſchool was eſtabliſhed at Frodſham about the middle of the ſeventeenth

century, when the houſe was built by ſubſcription, and a ſum of money raiſed,

which was laid out in the purchaſe of lands. The revenues of the ſchool have

been augmented from the intereſt of money given by fundry benefactors, and ſome

rent-charges; one of theſe 5l. per ann., left by Mr. Trafford, is ſubjećt to the

condition of the maſter’s being approved by the company of Apothecaries at

Cheſter"; the maſter has now a ſalary of Iool. per ann. On the hill above

Frodſham was formerly a beacon P.

The manor of Alvanley, or Alvandley, was held under the Fitz-Alans, Earls of

Arundel", at an early period by Richard de Pierpoint and Robert de Alvanley,

who ſold it to Sir Philip de Orreby, father of Philip, whoſe daughter and heir,

Agnes, brought this manor and other poſſeſſions, in the reign of Henry III., to

Walkelin de Arderne", anceſtor of John Arden • Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

When the Right Hon. Sir Richard Pepper Arden, late maſter of the Rolls, and

younger brother of John Arden Eſq., was created a peer in 1801, he took the

title of Lord Alvanley, which is now enjoyed by his ſon. A farm-houſe, called

Alvanley-Hall, occupies the fite of an ancient manſion, belonging to the Arden

family, called by Webb, in 1622, “a very fine houſe, belonging to Henry

Arderne Eſq.” In this townſhip, which lies about three miles S. S. W. from

Frodſham, is a chapel of eaſe, with a ſmall endowment, in the patronage of the

Arden family, but the income being not adequate to the maintenance of a

miniſter, it has been diſuſed ſince the year 1787: the chapel is in good repair, but

the pews, pulpit, &c. have been removed; the inhabitants have the right of ſepul

ture at Alvanley.

- Dugdale’s Monaſticon, Vol. i. p. 936. * See p. 411. • Biſhop Gaîtrell's Notitia.

* Anno 1585, and 1622. Smith’s and Webb's deſcriptions of Cheſhire, in King's Vale-Royal.

• The paramount royalty paſſed by purchaſe to the Troutbecks, and was inherited from them by

the earls of Shrewſbury—Villare Coſtrienſe. * Ibid.

: The name has been ſo ſpelt by the family of late years. ! Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 117. The
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The townſhip of Helſby lies about three miles S. W. by W. from Frodſham;

the manor was anciently if a family which took its name from the townſhip;

the heireſs of the Helſbies, in the reign of Edward II., married Sir Peter Thornton,

whoſe co-heireſſes brought this manor in moieties into the families of Fitton

and Beeſton; Fitton’s moiety paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to Venables and

Trafford; Beeſton's moiety to Leighton and Savage. John Savage, the firſt

Earl Rivers, having purchaſed the other moiety of Sir Henry Hobart ", who, it

is pºbable, had acquired it in the ſame manner of the Traffords, the whole

deſcended with Frodſham, to George James, Earl of Cholmondeley, the preſent

proprietor.

The townſhip of Kingſley, lies about three miles S. E. from Frodſham : the

lordſhip, which includes the townſhips of Newton, and Norley", was given by

Randal Meſchines Earl of Cheſter in the reign of Henry I. to Randal de King

ſley, whoſe grandſon left four daughters, co-heireſſes, Emma married to William

Gerard, Agnes to William Lancelyn, Amicia to Randal Thornton, and Joan to

Henry Done: the lordſhip was divided amongſt theſe co-heireſſes; Thornton's

ſhare ſoon paſſed (by purchaſe, probably, from the co-heireſſes of Sir Peter

Thornton, as there does not appear to have been any connection between the

families) to the Rutters, who were for ſeveral generations of Kingſley; the

Gerards having purchaſed Lancelyn's ſhare about the year 1302 ), a moiety of

the manor continued in that family for more than three centuries. Done’s ſhare

continued in his deſcendants till the middle of the ſeventeenth century, and

paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Crewes and Ardernes. Sir John Savage

having purchaſed Gerard’s moiety in the year 1561, and Thomas Earl Rivers

having purchaſed Rutter's ſhare in the latter part of the ſeventeenth century, the

manor is now veſted in the truſtees of John Barry a minor, natural ſon of the

late James Hugh Smith Barry Eſq., whoſe grandfather, Richard Earl of Barry

more, married the heireſs of Richard Savage, Earl Rivers. Kingſley-Hall is

occupied by a farmer.

Within this townſhip is the ancient manor of Cattenhall, in ancient times the

property and reſidence of Ralph Venator, or the Hunter, who gave it to God,

and St. Mary, and Sir Ivel the prieſt, and his ſucceſſors; by which it ſeems that

he eſtabliſhed a kind of hermitage, afterwards veſted in the abbot and convent of

Cheſter, who conveyed it to William Gerard of Kingſley, and his heirs, ſubječt

to a payment of 30s. per ann., and to the obligation of finding two chaplains in

• Villare Ceſtrienſe, * Newton lies about two miles S. E. by S. Norley five miles S. E.

from Frodſham. 7 Willare Ceſtrienſe.

the
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the chapel of Cattenhall, to pray for the ſouls of Sir Richard de Kingſley and his

ſucceſſors, Lords of Kingſley ". Cattenhall was purchaſed of the Gerards in the

reign of Edward III. by the Griffins, from whom it paſſed by a female heir to the

Nuttals. In the reign of Charles I., the laſt of the Nuttal family" ſold it to certain

perſons, of whom, in the ſucceeding reign, it was purchaſed by Robert Hyde Eſq. ‘:

from the Hydes it paſſed by marriage to the Giffords of Chillington in Shropſhire,

and is now the property of Miſs Elizabeth Gifford of Norquis in the county of

Flint: the old hall has been taken down. Crewood, or Crew-wood, formerly

the ſeat of the Gerards, is partly in this townſhip", in which alſo was Peele

Hall, a moated manſion, formerly a ſeat of the Ardernes, lately taken down for

the purpoſe of building a farm-houſe on its ſite, now the property of George

Whitley Eſq. -

In the reign of Edward III., Sir Laurence Dutton had a licenſe from

the Earl of Cheſter, to carry away the chapel of Kingſley within the foreſt of

Delainere, formerly belonging to Sir Peter Thornton, whoſe daughter and co

heireſs he had married.

Within the townſhip of Norley was an ancient hall, belonging to the family of

IIall, which was re-built in 1782, by the late William Hall Eſq., and has paſſed by

his will with the demeſne to George Whitley Eſq. his nephew, the preſent owner,

who reſides at Norley-Hall. It is probable that Norley-Hall was, at a remote

period, the ſeat of the Norleys, whoſe heireſs married Robert Legh, anceſtor of the

Leghs of Adlington. In this townſhip alſo is Norley-bank, a modern manſion,

the property of John Nuttal Eſq.

The townſhip of Manley lies about four miles S. S. W. from Frodſham; the

manor was, as early as the reign of Henry III., in the Manleys, who held it under

the fee of Kingſley. It was purchaſed of this family in 1574, by Richard Birk

enhead, recorder of Cheſter, whoſe ſon, Adam, ſold it to the Rev. Gregory

Turner, reëtor of Sefton in the county of Lancaſter; Henry Legh Eſq. of Eaſt

Hall, having married the heireſs of Mr. Turner, ſold it, about the year 1652, to

William Davies Eſq. of Aſhton: on the death of Thomas Davenport Davies Eſq.

without iſſue, it paſſed by marriage with his ſiſter to Sir Matthew Deane of

Dromore in the county of Cork Bart., whoſe nephew, Lord Muſkerry, ſold it to

• Villare Cºſtienſe- * So called by Dr. Williamſon. John Nuttal Eſq. of Norley-bank

appears to be deſcended from another family.

• Dr. W ...amſon’s Villare Ceſtrienſe. — In a Pilare of Cheſhire (1666). Harl. MSS. No. 2010.

Cattenhal is deſcribed as Robert Hyde's, late Sir Arthur Aſton's.

* See the account of Weverham.

Thomas
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Thomas Lowten Fſq, the preſent proprietor: a farm-houſe has been built on the

fite of the old hall. In this townſhip is a quarry of excellent free-ſtone, from

which moſt of the ſtone for the new-buildings at the caſtle of Cheſter, and Earl

Groſvenor’s ſeat at Eaton-Hall, has been obtained.

GAwsworTH, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, lies about three

miles S. W. from Macclesfield. It conſiſts only of one townſhip, divided into

five parts, called Tidnor-end, Shallow-end, Stubbs-end, Mill-end, and Woodhouſe

end : a few houſes in the townſhip of Marton are in this pariſh. The manor of

Gawſworth was given by Randal de Meſchines Earl of Cheſter, in the twelfth

century, to Hugh ſon of Bigod, who took the name of Gawſworth ; his daughter

Lucy brought it to the Orrebies, the heireſs of which family, Iſabel, married

Thomas Fitton in the reign of Edward I. Sir Edward Fitton, their deſcendant,

was created a baronet, in the year 1617; his grandſon, who died in 1643, gave

it by will to his nephew, Charles Gerard, afterwards Earl of Macclesfield “ . .

the niece and preſumptive heireſs of Fitton Gerard the laſt Earl having married

Charles Lord Mohun, that nobleman became poſſeſſed, under Lord Macclesfield's

will ', of this manor and other eſtates in Cheſhire, which he bequeathed to his

ſecond wife. Gawſworth is now the property of the Earl of Harrington, whoſe

grandfather the Right Hon. William Stanhope, vice-chamberlain of the houſehold,

having married Anne Griffith, one of Lady Mohun's daughters by her firſt

huſband, purchaſed this manor and Boſley in 1727 of the truſtees of his wife's

marriage-ſettlement. This manor was held of the Aldfords and their ſucceſſors

the Ardernes, by the ſervice of finding a foot-foldier with an haubergeon for the

ward of Aldford-caſtle in time of war. Part of Gawſworth-Hall, the ancient

ſeat of the Fittons, has been lately taken down ; the remainder has been converted

• Immediately on the death of Sir Edward Fitton, his four ſiſters, Penelope, wife of Sir Charles

Gerard Knt. ; Mary, wife of Sir John Brereton Knt. ; Jane, wife of Thomas Minſhull Eſq., and

Frances, wife of Henry Mainwarzºg Eſq., entered on his eſtates as co-heirs; but after a long litigation

were ejected by Mr. William Fitton, ſon of Alexander, ſecond ſurviving ſon of Sir Edward Fittor,

treaſurer of Ireland, who claimed under a deed of Sir Edward Fitton, the laſt baronet, in favour of

his next male heir. After the reſtoration, Sir Edward Fitton’s will in favour of his nephew, Charles

Gerard, was brought forwards and eſtabliſhed.

* In p. 483, Charles Mordaunt, ſhould have been called lºft, inſtead of ſecond huſband of Lady

Mohun : when that page was printed we had not diſcovered that Lady Mohun, who poſſ ſed

Aidford and Gawſworth, was not Lord Macclesfield’s niece. The fatal duel between Lord Mohun

and the Duke of Hamilton, who married the two nieces of the laſt Earl of Maccle ſºld, is ſaid to have

originated from the circumſtance of the Eart's bequeſt of his eſtates to the former. Tonkin's Corniſh

MSS., in the poſſeſſion of Lord De Dunſtanville (under the pariſh of Boconos).

into
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into two farm-houſes. On the tower of the pariſh church, which is a handſome

ſtrućture, ornamented with pinnacles, are the arms of Gawſworth, and thoſe of

Fitton, impaling Bechton, which match took place in the reign of Edward III.,

and correſponds with the appearance of the architecture of the tower.

In the church are ſome monuments of the Fittons; that of Sir Edward Fitton,

the firſt baronet, who died in 1619, has ſome wretched verſes, the laſt of which

ſpeaks of the deceaſed and his family as “Fitt-ons, to weare a heavenly diadem:”

the monument of Sir Edward Fitton Bart., a very ačtive officer in the army of King

Charles , “who was at the battles of Edge-hill, Banbury, Brentford, and Reading,

and at the fiege of Briſtol; at which place, after the taking of that city by Prince

Rupert, he was left in garriſon, and died of a conſumption in 1643,” has the

effigies in armour of himſelf and his lady. There are memorials alſo for Sir

Edward Fitton, great grandfather of the firſt baronet, who married a co-heireſs of

Sir Richard Harbottle, and Francis Fitton Eſq. who married Catharine, counteſs

dowager of Northumberland". In the eaſt window was formerly a portrait of

Sir Richard Sutton, founder of Brazen-noſe college in Oxford, with the date

1505 . The church of Gawſworth was anciently a chapel to Preſtbury, but has

been a diſtinčt rectory for more than three centuries. The Earl of Harrington

is patron. Adjoining to the church-yard is a ſchool-houſe, built by Lord Mohun,

but not otherwiſe endowed than with the intereſt of ſome ſmall ſums of money,

left ſince by various perſons.

GRAPPENHALL, GRoPENHALL, or GRoPPENHALL, in the hundred of Buck

low and deanery of Frodſham, lies about two miles ſouth from Warrington in

Lancaſhire, and nine miles north from Knutsford; it compriſes only two townſhips,

Grappenhall and Lac/ford. -

The manor of Grappenhall belonged in William the Conqueror's time to Oſbern

Fitz-Tezzon, anceſtor of the Boydells of Doddleſton: having been divided be

tween the co-heireſſes of Boydell, one moiety paſſed by a female heir, through the

family of Daniel, about the year 1388, to the Leghs of Lyme, and is now veſted

in the executors of the late Thomas Peter Legh Eſq. of that place. The other

moiety paſſed with the co-heireſs of Boydell to the family of Reddiſh, whoſe heireſs

• He raiſed a complete regiment of foot for the ſervice of King Charles I. of which he was

appointed colonel.

* She was one of the four daughters and co-heirs of John Nevil Lord Latimer; married firſt to

Henry Earl of Northumberland, who died in 1583; and afterwards, in 1588, to Francis Fitton Eſq.

She died in 1596.-Inſcription on a portrait of Francis Fitton at Gawſworth-Hall.

* Aſhmolt’s MSS. No. 854. -

.5 in
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in or about the year 1556 married into the Marbury family: this moiety having been

purchaſed with the other Marbury eſtates by the laſt Earl Rivers, is now veſted

in the truſtees of John Barry, a minor, under the will of J. H. S. Barry Eſq.

Reddiſh-Hall, now a farm-houſe, is part of the Barry property. w

In the pariſh church are ſome memorials of the family of Middlehurſt of Latchford:

there was formerly the tomb of William Boydell junior, with his effigies croſs

legged, in mail and ſur-coat". A ſchool-houſe was built at the expence of the

pariſh in 1712; Mr. Thomas Johnſon endowed it with lands in Appleton, now

let at 121. 12s. per ann.

The townſhip of Lachfºrd, or Latchfºrd, lies about a mile and a half S. E.

from Warrington; the manor paſſed with one of the co-heireſſes of William Boydell

in the reign of Edward III., to Howell-ap-Owen Voil, whoſe ſon aſſumed the

name of Boydell; Thomas Boydell, the grandſon, had two daughters co-heirs, who

carried this manor in moieties to the families of Reddiſh and Alburgham; the

moiety, which belonged to the Reddiſhes, has paſſed in the ſame manner as their

eſtate in Grappenhall: Alburgham's moiety was ſub-divided between two co

heireſſes, married to Byrom and Holt; Holt's ſhare paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales to .

the families of Brooke and Ireland. Byrom's was ſold in ſeveralties'. The

Byroms were for many years patrons of the advowſon of Grappenhall, now

the property of the Rev. John Burnett Stuart, who is patron and incumbent. Two

weekly markets at Latchford ", to be held on Wedneſday and Friday, and

two fairs, one upon the fifth and fixth of May, and the other on the 17th and

18th of Oétober, were granted in 1367 to Sir John Daniel, and his wife

Joan ". *

A chapel of eaſe was conſecrated at Lachford in 1781 : the rector of Grap

penhall is patron. The commons of Grappenhall and Latchford have been incloſed

under an act of Parliament paſſed in 1773.

HANDLEy, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, lies ſeven miles

and a half ſouth from Cheſter, and eight miles weſt from Tarporley; it compriſes

the townſhips of Handley and Golborne-David. The manor of Handley was from

the time of the Conqueſt till the reign of Edward III, in the Boydells", and

having paſſed with the co-heireſs of that family to the Holfords, was ſold by

the latter in the year 1585 to Sir George Calveley. Dame Mary, relićt of Sir

* Harl. MSS. Nº 2151. Church notes by Randal Holme. | Sir Peter Leyceſter.

* Latchford was accidentally omitted among the places which had anciently charters for markets,

in p. 328. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 301. " Villare Ceſtrienfe.

Vol. II. 4. Q. IIugh
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*

Hugh Calveley, the laſt heir male of this family, died in 1707, having ſurvived

her huſband fiſty-ſeven years. This manor having been upon a partition allotted

to Peter Legh Eſq. of Lyme, as one of the co-heirs of the Calveleys, deſcended to

the late Thomas Peter Legh Eſq., and is now by his bequeſt the property of his

natural ſon, Thomas, a minor. Calveley-Hall, on Milton-green, formerly a ſeat

of the Calveleys, is now a farm-houſe: the chapel, which was built by Danie

Mary Calveley in 1690 °, has been taken down.

In the church is a memorial for Thomas Venables Eſq., who died in 1572.

The rectory of Handley, which belonged to the abbot and convent of Cheſter, is

now in the patronage of the dean and chapter.

The manor of Golborne-David was given about the reign of King Stephen, by

William Boydell to Thomas de Golborne 4, the heireſs of whoſe family brought

it, about the year 14oo, to that of Venables, in which it continued as late as the

reign of Charles II. The lands of this townſhip are now poſſeſſed by a few free

holders, and it is eſteemed to be parcel of the manor of Handley. -

HARTHILL, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, compriſing

only one townſhip, lies about nine miles S. by W. from Tarporley, and about

eleven miles S. E. from Cheſter. From the reign of King John, to that of

Edward III., the manor of Harthill was in a family of that name, from which it

paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Tattenhalls and Calveleys'. The Cottons,

who poſſeſſed this manor as co-heirs of the laſt-mentioned family, ſold it to the

late “wald Moſley Eſq. of whoſe deviſees it was purchaſed in 1806 by Thomas

Tarlton Eſq., the preſent proprietor. In the pariſh church are ſome memorials

of the Birds of Broxton. The advowſon of the donative, or perpetual curacy,

which is endowed with the great tithes, was anciently in the St. Pierres, from

whom it paſſed by marriage to the Cokeſeys and Grevilles: it was afterwards

in the Breretons, of whom it was purchaſed, in the reign of Charles II., by Sir

William Drake, anceſtor of T.D.T. Drake Eſq. of Amerſham in Buckinghamſhire,

the preſent patron.

Heswall, or Heselwall, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, compriſes

two townſhips, Hºſvall-cum-Oldfield, and Gayton. The townſhip of Heſwall

lies three miles N. W. by N. from Great-Neſton; the manor was the ancient

inheritance of a family of that name, which became extinët in the male line in

the reign of Edward III. after which, one moiety of the manor paſſed ſucceſſively

* Notitia Ceſtrienſis. * The Golbornes are ſaid by Camden to have been a branch of the

family of Malpas, Villare Ceſtrienſe.

to
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to the Calveleys and Davenports, and is now the property of Davies Davenport

Eſq." M. P., the other paſſed in marriage with the co-heireſs of Heſelwall to the

Egertons', and by ſucceſſive ſales to the families of Brown and Whitmore", it

has ſince been divided into ſeveralties, of which Charles Goodwin Eſq. poſſ-fles

one by purchaſe, the others are veſted in the repreſentatives of the late Mr.

Whitmore. -

The manor of Oldfield was given in marriage by Patrick de Heſelwall, with

Alice his ſiſter, to Guy of Provence, whoſe poſterity took the name of Oldfield,

and were anceſtors of the Oldfields of Bradwell, Somerford, and Leftwich.

This eſtate is ſaid to have paſſed in moieties with two co-heireſſes of Oldfield, to

the families of Whitmore and Croxton; Whitmore's moiety has paſſed in the ſame

manner as the Heſelwall eſtate ; the other is now the property of Hough,

whoſe father is ſaid to have purchaſed from the Croxtons. In the pariſh church

are monuments of Sir William Glegg, who died in 1706, and others of the

Gleggs of Gayton; on the north wall are the arms of Heſelwall, a figure of

St. Michael and the dragon, and this inſcription, “Sigillum Williclini de Heſel

wall.” The advowſon of the rectory has always been attached to the manor, the

preſentation having been for ſeveral years alternate. -

The manor of Gayton was given by King Edward I. to Reginald de Tibermont

of Normandy, who having ſoon after ſurrendered it into the king's hands, it was

granted in 1277 to the abbot and convent of Vale-Royal, who in 1312,

with the king’s licence, gave it to Stephen de Merton, together with Lach-on

Rudheath, in exchange for his manor of Merton in the foreſt of Delamere".

About the year 1330, Gayton pailed in marriage with Joan, daughter and heir

of Stephen de Merton, to Gilbert Glegg Eſq. William Glegg Eſq., the laſt

heir male of this ancient family, died in 1758. This manor is now the property

of John Glegg Eſq., whoſe father John Baſkervyle, the lineal deſcendant of the

ancient family of Baſkervyle of Old-Withington, aſſumed the name of Clegg,

in conſequence of his marriage with Mary, only daughter of Robert Glegg Eſq.

(brother of William), who, on the death of her uncle, became ſole heireſs of the

Gayton eſtate. Gayton-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Gleggs, is at preſent oc

cupied by John Staniſlaus Townſhend Eſq. King William III. ſlept at Gayton

Hall, previouſly to his embarking for Ireland, in the month of June 1689, on which

occaſion his hoſt William Glegg Eſq., received the honour of knighthood.

* See p. 550. * A partition of this eſtate was made between the Calveleys and

Egertons as co-heirs, 12 Edw. III. Woodnoth’s Collections, p. 25. * Sold by Sir Richard

Egerton to Thomas Brown, 4 Eliz. Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

4. Q_2 * INc *,
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Ince (anciently called Ynes), in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of

Chelter, compriſing only one townſhip, lies about five miles W. by S. from

Cheſter. The manor, which had belonged to the abbot and convent of Cheſter,

was obtained ſoon after the diſſolution by Sir Robert Cotton ’, and by him ſold to

the Cholmondeleys. In 1722 it was purchaſed of Charles Cholmondeley Eſq. of

Vale-Royal, by Sir George Wynne Bart.; after the death of his ſon-in-law Richard

Hill Waring Eſq., it paſſed to Mr. Waring's great-nephew and heir at law, John

Scott Eſq. who took the name of Waring in addition to his own, and in 1805

fold this manor to Edmund Yates Eſq. and Robert Peele Eſq. The whole is

now the property of Mr. Yates, who is alſo patron of the donative, and impropriator

of the great tithes. a

In the firſt volume of Buck’s Antiquities is a view of the ruins of an ancient

Gothic building at Ince, now fitted up as a farm-houſe; as its ſite is on the

demeſhes of the manor, there can be little doubt that it was, according to the

generally received opinion, a grange belonging to the monks of Cheſter, and pro

bably a place of occaſional retirement during the ſummer; the barn bears the

appearance of having been a chapel.

The pariſh of WEST-KIRKBY, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, contains

eight townſhips, Weſt-Kirkby, Caldey, Frankby, Grange, Gregſby, Great-Meolet,

Little-Meoles, and Newton-cum-Lorton". -

The townſhip of Weſt Kirkby, which lies eight miles N. W. from Great-Neſton,

and about eighteen from Cheſter, belongs to ſeveral freeholders, who are lords of

the manor in rotation. The manor had formerly belonged to the abbot and con

vent of Bafingwerk", and afterwards to the Earls of Derby “. In the pariſh-church

are ſome memorials of the Gleggs of Grange and Tranmore, and a monu

ment for John Vanzalen gent, who died in 1689. The church of Weſt-Kirkby,

with a chapel on Hilbree-iſland were given by Robert de Rothlent, one of Hugh

Lupus’s barons, to the monks of St. Ebrulf in Normandy, who in the year 1287

conveyed them to the abbot and convent of Cheſter for a palfrey and nine marks:

Weſt-Kirkby is now in the patronage of the dean and chapter. A free-ſchool

was founded in this pariſh in the year 1636, by William Glegg Eſq. of

Caldey-Grange, and endowed with lands now producing 4ol, per ann. Thomas

Bennet, who died in 1676, gave a rent-charge of 30l. per ann. to this ſchool; by

the firſt enfeoffment the nomination of the maſter was veſted in the biſhop of

* See p. 573, in the notes. * The whole pariſh is divided into four quarters, 1. Kirkly,

Grange, and Newton ; 2. Caldey; 3. Frankly and Gregſºy ; and 4. Great Meoles and Little-Meoles.

* Eſch. Edward I. and Edward III. : Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter.

4 Cheſter
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Cheſter and Mr. Glegg's heirs; the remainder of the eſtate, given by Mr. Bennet,

which now produces 17ol, per ann. is for the benefit of the poor of this pariſh,

without any particular appropriation except 24!. for clothing twenty-four poor

perſons.

The townſhip of Caldey, ſometimes called Great-Caldey, lies nearly ſeven miles

N.W. by N. from Great-Neſton; the manor having paſſed with that of Heſelwall",

is now in ſeveralties between the repreſentatives of Whitmore and Mr. Goodwin.

The townſhip of Frankby lies ſeven miles N. N.W. from Great-Neſton; the

manor having paſſed by marriage from the Orrebies to the Ardernes, was alienated

by the latter in or about the year 1305, to John de Warwick, whoſe daughter and

heir brought it to Bartholomew Bold: the deſcendant of the latter ſold it in or

about the year 1614 to Robert Davies"; it paſſed ſoon afterwards by ſale to the

Days, in whom it continued for more than a century; having paſſed through ſeveral

hands ſince 1780, when it was alienated by a repreſentative of the Days ; it is

now the property of Mr. Peter Phillips, who purchaſed it in the year 1805.

The townſhip of Grange, ſometimes called Little-Caldy", lies about nine miles

and a half N. W. by N. from Great-Neſton; the manor of Grange-Hall was

granted by King Edward VI. in 1552 to John Glegg Eſq. of Gayton, together with

a ſwannery on Newton-Carr, adjoining the ſaid eſtate; John Clegg, ſon of the

grantee, gave it to his ſecond ſon, of his own name, and from him it deſcended to

William Glegg Eſq. who died in 1785: this eſtate was purchaſed ſome years ago

under a decree in Chancery by John Leigh Eſq. of Liverpool, the preſent owner.

Grange-Hall, which was for ſeveral generations a feat of the Gleggs, is now occu

pied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Gregſby lies nearly eight miles N. N. W. from Great-Neſton;

the manor was given to the abbot and convent of Cheſter by Robert de Rullos F.

Not long after the diſſolution of monaſteries it was obtained by Sir Richard

Cotton, and by him or his ſon was alienated to John Harpur Eſq. being made

ſubject to a fee-farm rent payable to the dean and chapter". John Glegg Eſq. of

Neſton now claims the manor, but the freeholders contend that there is no manor,

and it is ſo ſtated by Dr. Williamſon in his Villare Cºſìrienſ.

* See p. 667. * Villare Ceſłrienſe. * There was formerly a hundred of Little.

Caldey, the profits of which were given by King Edward I, as Earl of Cheſter, to Randal de Sutton;

the daughter and heir of this Randal married the anceſtor of John Glegg Eſq. who is ſtill proprietor

of certain lands near Cheſter, called the Earl's-eye, granted with the hundred of Caldey to Randal

de Sutton above-mentioned. * Dugdale's Monaſt. Vol. i. p. 987. * See p. 573,

in the notes,

- The
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The townſhip of Creat-Meoles lies nearly eleven miles N. N. W. from Great

Neſton; the manor belonged to the family of Meoles from an early period till the

latter part of the 17th century", when it paſſed by a co-heireſs to the Houghs; it

is now the property of Mr. John Ramſbottom of Liverpool, who married the

daughter of Mr. William Hough.

The townſhip of Little-Meoles lies about ten miles N. W. by N. from Great

Neſton; the manor has been a confiderable time in the Stanley family, and is

now the property of Sir John T. Stanley Bart, whoſe father the late Sir J. T.

Stanley, about the year 1795, erected near the ſea-coaſt, at a place called Hoyle

Lake or Hyle-Lake, in this townſhip, a large and commodious hotel; other build

ings have ſince been added, and it is become a faſhionable bathing-place. In the

year 1690 Duke Schomberg encamped with his army at a place called the Mels,

near Hyle-Lake, previous to their embarkation for Ireland".

The townſhip of Newton-cum-Larton lies about eight miles N. N.W. from Great

Neſton; the manor was for a confiderable time divided between the families of

Venables and Bold'; it is now the property of the Rev. Roger Jacſon, rector of

Bebington, by inheritance from his maternal grandfather Mr. Samuel Anton.

This pariſh is noted for the culture of early potatoes, which are ſold for a great

price at the Liverpool market. º

The manor or reputed manor of Hooſe, by ſome aſſerted to be an extra-parochial

townſhip", although locally ſituated within the pariſh of Weſt-Kirkby, belongs to

the Gleggs of Irby, and was deviſed by the late John Glegg Eſq. of that place to

his ſecond ſon John Baſkervyle Glegg Eſq. the preſent owner.

KNUtsfor D, a conſiderable market-town in the hundred of Bucklow and

deanery of Frodſham, is ſituated on the great road from London to Liverpool,

being one hundred and ſeventy-three miles from London, thirty from Liverpool,

twenty-four from Cheſter, and fifteen from Mancheſter. It was formerly a

chapelry within the pariſh of Roſtherne, but was made a diſtinét pariſh by act of

Parliament in the year 1741, and compriſes the townſhips of Over-Knutsford,

Nether-Knutsford, Bexton, Ollerton, and Toft.

William de Tabley, who was lord of both the Knutsfords, about the year 1202,

granted a charter of privileges to his burgeſſes of Knutsford, which is printed in

Sir Peter Leyceſter's Hiſtory of Bucklow hundred : this William, about the ſame

time procured a charter for a market on Saturday, which ſtill continues, and a

Bertram de Meoles died ſeiſed of it, 37 Henry III. * Leigh's Natural Hiſtory of

Cheſhire, B. i. p. 29. * Eſch. Rich. II.-Hen. VI. * Perhaps therefore it ought

to have been inſerted ſeparately in p. 336, inſtead of being included in Weſt. Kirkby in P. 346. fai

I alſ



C H E S H I R E. 671

fair for three days at the feſtival of St. Peter and St. Paul"; the charter was con

firmed to William Tabley the younger in 1332 : this fair alſo is ſtill continued";

there is another on the 8th of November, and a third has been eſtabliſhed within

theſe few years on the 23d of April: none of them are noted as great marts for

the ſale of any particular commodities. A charter for a Wedneſday's market at

Over-Knutsford or Knutsford-Booths was granted in 1335 to Ellen Legh, with

a fair on Tueſday and Wedneſday in Whitſun-week: this market has been long

diſcontinued, but the fair is ſtill held.

Knutsford is not a corporate town, but it appears that its chief officer was called

a mayor in the reign of Edward I.”: it has now no peculiar government. The

quarter-ſeſſions for the county are held in this town at Midſummer and Michael.

mas. In the year 1777, an account having been taken of the population of

Knutsford, it was found, that there were 375 families and 1674 inhabitants: the

annual average of deaths for the ten years then preceding, had been only one in

forty ", being about the ſame proportion as in the city of Cheſter, and very much

below the uſual average in towns'. According to the returns made to parliament

under the population ačt in 1801, there were there then 543 families in Over

and Nether-Knutsford, and 2372 inhabitants, of whom 782 were employed in

trade, manufactures, or handicraft. A manufacture of thread has been long

eſtabliſhed in this town; there is no cotton factory, but a great deal of cotton

ſpinning and weaving is done in private houſes.

The manor of Over-Knutsford, alias Knutsford Booths, together with Norbury

Booths, were purchaſed in the year 13co of William de Tabley by John Legh

Eſq.", anceſtor of Willoughby Legh Eſq. the preſent proprietor. John Legh,

founder of the family of the Leghs of Booths, was a younger ſon of William

Venables Eſq. of Bradwell, by Agnes his wife, daughter and heir of Richard

Legh of Weſt-hall in High-Legh; he aſſumed the name of his maternal grand

father, but retained the arms of Venables, which are ſtill borne by his poſterity.

Booths, the ſeat of Willoughby Legh Eſq. is ſituated about a mile S.E. from

Knutsford.

The manor of Nether-Knutsford having been held by the Tableys under the

Maſſeys of Tatton, was divided by agreement between Wiliam Tabley and Sir

John Maffey in the reign of Henry III. : on the death of his deſcendant of the

ſame name in 1352, Tabley's moiety became divided among co-heirs, of whom

and of the Maſleys the whole was eventually acquired in the early part of the

* Sir Peter Leyceſter. ° Now held on the 10th of July. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 299.

* Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 490, 491. ! See p. 602, in the notes.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter,

ſucceeding
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ſucceeding century by Sir Hugh Hulſe': in the year 1590, it was ſold by

Hugh Hulſe Eſq. to Richard Brereton Eſq. of Tatton, from whom it paſſed to

the Egertons", and is now the property of Wilbraham Egerton Eſq. of Tatton.

Under the act of parliament above-inentioned, which paſſed in the year 1741,

Knutsford was made a diſtinčt pariſh and vicarage, and the ancient chapel in Ne

ther-Knutsford taken down: the new pariſh-church then built in the Tentry

croft was conſecrated in the year 1744, and dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt; the

patronage is veſted by the ačt in the lords of Over Knutsford, Nether-Knutsford,

and Ollerton”, Toft, and Bexton, who preſent in rotation.

There was a free-ſchool at Nether.Knutsford before the Reformation, ſupported

out of ſome chantry lands, which were granted, after the abolition of chantries

to the Leghs of Booths, on condition of their paying the yearly ſum of 51.6s. 8d.

to a ſchoolmaſter: the ſchool-houſe, which adjoined the ancient chapel in this town,

was taken down under the act of Parliament above-mentioned, and a new building

erected for that purpoſe, which is kept in repair by the inhabitants. Some land,

then let at 31.4s. per ann. now at 25l. per ann. was given by the act to the ſchool

in lieu of 8ol, ſtock which was uſed for the building. The maſter is appointed

by Willoughby Legh Eſq. of Booths.

The townſhip of Bexton lies a mile S. S. E. from Nether. Knutsford; the manor

was for many centuries in moieties, one of which paſſed from the Bextons to the

Tableys, and from the latter, about the year 1361, to the Daniels', who in

1699 purchaſed of Lord Cholmondeley the other moiety which had been long in

ſeveralties, and having been united in the poſſeſſion of John Croxton Eſq. in the

reign of Queen Elizabeth, was ſold by his family to the Cholmondeleys. Sir

Samuel Daniel, the laſt heir-male of that family, who died in 1727, left his

eſtates to his great-nephew Samuel Duckenfield Eſq." Bexton is now the pro

perty of Sir John F. Leiceſter Bart., by whoſe guardians it was purchaſed during his

minority, about the year 1775, of John Aſtley Eſq. who had married the widow

of Sir William Duckenfield Daniel: the ancient hall is occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Oilerton or Owlarton, lies three miles S. E. from Nether

Knutsford; the manor was in the family of Maſſey of Tatton, as early as the

reign of Edward I., and has paſſed with the Tatton eſtate to Wilbraham Egerton

Eſq. the preſent proprietor. A ſchool-houſe was built by the inhabitants of this

townſhip above a century ago, the ſchool is endowed with the intereſt of Iool.

given by Mr. Samuel Legh.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter. * See the account of Tatton in Roſtherne.

* Theſe two townſhips being veſted in the ſame lord entitle him only to one preſentation in four.

y Sir Peter Leyceſter. * His father married Hewit Parker, Sir Samuel Daniel’s niece.

* - The

f

*
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The townſhip of Tºft lies about one mile and a half S. from Nether-Knutsford;

the manor belonged from an early period to the family of that name, which be

came extinct about the end of Henry the VIth's reign; this manor was inherited

by Ralph, a younger brother of John Leyceſter Eſq. of Tabley, who, married

Joan, daughter and heir of Robert Toft", and was the immediate anceſtor

of the late George Leyceſter Eſq. of Toft, who dying in 1809, was ſucceeded

in this eſtate by his next brother Ralph. Toft-Hall is about to be altered and

enlarged for the reſidence of the preſent proprietor.

Lawton, in the hundred of Northwich and deanery of Namptwich, confiſting

only of one townſhip, lies on the borders of Shropſhire, about fix miles S.W. from

Congleton, and the ſame diſtance S. E. from Sandbach. The manor, which had

been given by Hugh Fitz-Norman to the abbot and convent of Cheſter, was pur

chaſed of King Henry VIII. by William Lawton Eſq., whoſe anceſtors had been

tenants to the abbey at leaſt as early as the reign of Henry III., probably for ſome

time before. Lawton is now the property and reſidence of John Lawton Eſq.

their lineal deſcendant. s

In the pariſh church is the monument of J. Cartwright Eſq. of Lee-Hall in this

pariſh, who died in 1718. Lee-Hall, now a farm-houſe, is the property of his

deſcendant Mr. Cartwright of Sandbach. Whitelock mentions * a fatal accident

which happened at Lawton-church, in the month of June 1652, when eleven

perſons were ſtruck dead by lightning: Heath, ſays *, that it was at Congleton, but

it appears by the diary of Edward Burghall, then vicar of A&on, that it hap

pened at Lawton on the 20th of June". The advowſon of the rectory of Lawton

has always been annexed to the manor.

The pariſh of Lymm, or LIMME, which lies in the hundred of Bucklow and

deanery of Frodſham, ſeven miles N.W. from Knutsford, ſeven miles W. from

Altrincham, and five miles E. from Warrington in Lancaſhire, conſiſts only of

one townſhip, compriſing the hamlets of Brown-Edge, Heatley, Oughtrington,

Reddiſh, and Statham.

The manor of Lymm was held in moieties before the Norman conqueſt: one

moiety, which at the time of the Domeſday Survey was the property of Oſbern,

ſon of Tezzon, anceſtor of the Boydells, was in the ſucceeding century veſted

in John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, who gave it to Adam de Dutton, anceſtor

* See Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities, p. 378. - * See his Memorials, p. 512.

* See his Chronicle, p. 315. * Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 945.

Vol. II. 4 R of
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of Sir Peter Warburton Bart. the preſent proprietor. The other moiety, which

had belonged in the reign of William the Conqueror to Gilbert Venables, Baron

of Kinderton, was ſettled by his nameſake and deſcendant, who had aſſumed the

name of Lymme, (and was the laſt heir-male of one branch of that family",) on

Robert Dumbill and his heirs': the deſcendants of this Robert, who ſpelt their

name Domville, continued to poſſeſs a moiety of Lymm till the death of William

Domville Eſq. in 1719, when it was divided between his ſiſters and co-heirs,

Urſula, who married Halſted Eſq. and Anne who married William Maſſie

Eſq. This moiety is now the joint property of Thomas Taylor Eſq. grandſon of

Henry Taylor Eſq. who married the daughter and heir of Mr. Maſſie, and James

Wilde Eſq. who in 1795 purchaſed of the executors of Domville Poole Eſq.

grandſon of Mr. Halſted above-mentioned. Lymme-Hall, anciently the ſeat of

the Domvilles, is now the property and reſidence of Thomas Taylor Eſq.

Oughtrington, the property and refidence of Trafford Trafford Eſq., eldeſt ſur

viving ſon of the late John Leigh Eſq., has been for nearly four centuries the ſeat

of his anceſtors, a younger branch of the Leighs of Weſt-hall in High-Legh.

There are two gentlemen's ſeats in this pariſh of more modern date, Dane-Beach,

built by the late Domville Poole Eſq. now the property and reſidence of James

Wilde Eſq. and one at Statham, the property of James Sedgwick Eſq. and in

the occupation of Edward Lloyd Eſq.

The reëtory of Lymm was in medieties before the time of the Norman con

queſt, and the patronage of each was attached to the reſpective moiety of the

manor; one of them has ſo continued till the preſent time, being now veſted in

Sir Peter Warburton Bart., the other was ſeparated from his moiety of the

manor by Gilbert de Lymme, in the reign of Edward III., and ſettled on the

Leighs of Weſt-hall, in whom it has ever ſince continued; Egerton Leigh Eſq.

being the preſent patron. The duty is performed on alternate Sundays by the

incumbents of the two medieties. A free grammar-ſchool was founded at Lymm

in the year 1697; the endowment is now about 8ol. per ann. conſiſting of the

intereſt of money given by fundry benefactors, and the rent of a parcel of land

taken from the common, and given about the beginning of the laſt century by the

Leighs of Oughtrington. There is a mill at Lymm which was formerly uſed for

ſplitting of iron, but it has not been applied to that purpoſe for many years.

• Richard Lymme, uncle of this Gilbert, married the heireſs of Leigh of Weſt-hall, and was

anceſtor of Egerton Leigh Eſq. now of that place. * 8ir Peter Leyceſter, p. 311.

• He took the name of Trafford in compliance with the will of his maternal uncle Richard Trafford

Eſq. the laſt male deſcendant of the Traffords of Swithenley in Staffordſhire, who died in 1783.

Adjoining
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Adjoining to this pariſh, although not deemed part of it, nor a pariſh of itſelf,

is the townſhip of Warburton, which lies nine miles and a half N. N. W. from

Knutsford, and ſix miles and a half E. by N. from Warrington. There is

little doubt that this townſhip took its name from a monaſtery of Praemonſtra

tenſian canons, dedicated to St. Werburgh, which exiſted in the twelfth cen

tury, when Adam de Dutton gave by deed a moiety of the manor to the canons

of St. Werburgh at Werburton, as it was then ſpelt". As we find nothing of

this monaſtery in records of a later date, it is probable that it was not of long

duration; the chapel ſeems to have been kept up for the uſe of the townſhip:

the above-mentioned deed of Adam de Dutton ſpeaks of his ſon John being

buried in the monaſtery of Werburton'. This Adam de Dutton poſſeſſed one

moiety of the manor of Warburton by grant from John Lacy, conſtable of

Cheſter in the twelfth century, and it appears by a deed printed in Sir Peter

Leyceſter’s hiſtory, that it was given on condition of his granting it to the prior

and convent of St. John of Jeruſalem, under whom it was held by him and his

poſterity; the other moiety he is ſaid to have acquired in marriage with the .

co-heireſs of Roger Fitz-Alured. This manor now belongs to Sir Peter War

burton of Arley Bart., the lineal deſcendant of the ſaid Adam, and of Peter.

de Dutton, who in the reign of Edward II, ſettled at Warburton, and aſſumed.

that name from the place of his reſidence: they removed to Arley, the preſent.

ſeat of the family, in the reign of Henry VII." A part of the old hall at War

burton remains and has been fitted up as a farm-houſe. The free-chapel of

St. Werburgh at Warburton is annexed to the mediety of Lymm, which is in

the patronage of Sir Peter Warburton.

MALPAs is deſcribed in the Survey of Domeſday by its ancient Britiſh name

Depenbach, both words having the ſame fignification, alluding to the badneſs of

the roads in its neighbourhood'; it is remarkable that even to this day, there is.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 384. * Ibid. * Ibid. p. 226.

* It may be obſerved, nevertheleſs, that the Mala-Platea ſpoken of by Giraldus Cambrenſis, was

not, as has been erroneouſly ſuppoſed, a road leading immediately, to Malpas, but the road between

Oſweſtry and Wenlock, as may be ſeen by a reference to the ſtory frequently quoted from that writer,

and the preceding chapter. The archdeacon is made to ſay, that his archdeaconry extended from

Mala-Platea to Malus, Paſar. Webb, in his tranſlation of the ſtory, ſpeaks of the archdeacon of

Malpas; Giraldus evidently means the archdeacon of Wenlock, but neither of the places ever gave

name to an archdeaconry ; the whole is a mere legendary tale. It may be found in Giraldus Cam

brenſis’ Itinerary of Wales, and is quoted by Camden (Gough's edition, Vol. ii. p. 442.), and Webb.

(Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 57).

4 R 2. IMO
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no turnpike road leading into the town in any direction", although that which

leads from Cheſter to Whitchurch paſſes through the pariſh. Malpas lies in the

hundred of Broxton, and the deanery to which it gives name, fixteen miles

S. S. E. from Cheſter, and about one hundred and fixty-five N.W. from London.

In 1281, King Edward I. granted a market at Malpas, to Philip Burnel and Iſabel

his wife, together with a fair for three days, at the feſtival of St. Oſwald. The

market, which is inconſiderable, is now held on Wedneſday"; there are three

fairs, April 5, July 26, and December 8; theſe fairs were formerly diſtinguiſhed

for a great ſale of home-made-linen. The townſhip of Malpas contained in 1801,

according to the returns then made to Parliament, one hundred and ninety-four
houſes, and nine hundred and fix inhabitants. i

It appears that there was in the reign of Edward HI. a ſmall monaſtery at Malpas,

which was a cell to the alien priory of Montacute in Somerſetſhire; it was then

inhabited only by two monks”.

The pariſh of Malpas compriſes twenty-five townſhips, one of which, ſtoyd,

is in Flintſhire; the others are, Malpas, Agden, Bickerton, Bickley, Bradley,

Broxton, Bulkeley, Chidclough, Cholmondeley, Chorlton, Cuddington, Duckington,

Edge, Egerton, Hampton, Larkton, or Larton, Macefen, Newton, Oldcaſtle,

Overton, Stockton, Tuſhingham-cum-Grindley, Wichough, or Wichalgh, and

Wigland.

Malpas was the property and ſeat of Robert Fitz-Hugh, one of Hugh Lupus’s

barons, who had a caſtle here, of which the keep remains, near the church. .

In the reign of Richard I. the barony of Malpas ? was in moieties, between Robert

Patrick, and David le Clerk, in right of the co-heireſſes of Robert Fitz-hugh,

who died without male iſſue. The daughter, and eventually ſole heireſs of the

laſt of the Patricks, brought one moiety into the Sutton family: on the death of

William de Malpas, ſon of David le Clerk, his illegitimate ſon David poſſeſſed

himſelf of the other moiety, which was inherited by the poſterity of his two

daughters, to the excluſion of the lawful heirs. Beatrice, one of theſe daughters,

brought a fourth part of the barony in marriage to the Suttons, in whom nearly

* It is ſaid to have been in contemplation to make a turnpike road fom Tarporley through Malpas

to Wrexham. -

* It was held on Monday under the original grant, and ſo continued in 1585. See King's

Vale. Royal, part i. p. 43. ° Dugdale’s Monaſt. Vol. i. p. 671.

* The barony of Malpas compriſes the townſhips of Malpas, Agden, Alderſey, Barton, Bradley,

Bunbury, Caldecote, Cholmondeley, Chorlton, Cuddington, Edge, Hampton, Horton, Larion,

Overton, Shocklach, Tilſton, Tuſhingham, and Wichalgh.

8 the
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the whole appears to have been veſted in the reign of Henry VII. "; Edward

Sutton Lord Dudley, having purchaſed large eſtates in Malpas of the Hortons,

whoſe maternal anceſtor, Urian St. Pierre, married the other daughter of David

de Malpas above-mentioned. It appears nevertheleſs, that the Breretons, who

claimed a moiety of the barony by deſcent from one of the daughters and

eventually ſole heireſs of David de Malpas, the laſt male heir of that family,

who died in 1362, had law-ſuits with the repreſentatives of David, the baſtard,

and recovered part of the barony'. In or about the year 1527, John Sutton

Lord Dudley, conveyed the manor and caſtle of Malpas, and three-fourths of

the barony, to George Robinſon and others': in 1536 he alienated another

portion of the barony and large eſtates in Malpas and elſewhere, to Sir Rowland

Hill' : in 1560, Sir Rowland ſettled a fourth part of the barony of Malpas, and

large eſtates in this pariſh, on his niece, Alice Greetwood, who married Reginald

Corbet, one of the juſtices of the common-pleas. Sir Richard Corbet his ſon

ſold this eſtate in 1587, to Sir Randal Brereton of Shocklach, whoſe daughter and

heireſs married Sir Richard Egerton: it now belongs to the Earl of Cholmondeley,

whoſe anceſtor purchaſed of the Egertons in 1636 ": the remainder of the barony

and large eſtates in Malpas became veſted, partly perhaps by purchaſe *, and

partly by deſcent, in the Breretons of Brereton, of whom they were purchaſed

in the reign of Charles II. by Sir William Drake, anceſtor of Thomas Drake

Tyrwhit Drake Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The barons of Malpas had the power of life and death at their courts, and

it appears that criminals convićted of felony were puniſhed by beheading, which,

* It ſeems that the Suttons were long before confidered as barons of Malpas, probably as poſſeſſing

the caſtle and ſite of the barony. John Sutton is called Baron of Malpas, in an inquiſition of the

eſtates of Thomas de Crewe, anno 7 Hen. V.

* The pleadings in theſe law-ſuits are preſerved among the MSS. at the Heralds’ college, from

whence the above account of the deſcent has been chiefly taken. It appears by a book of evidences

belonging to the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., that as early as 37 Edw. III. Sir John Delves,

who married Iſabella, one of the daughters of David de Malpas above-mentioned, was adjudged to be

entitled in right of his wife to a portion of the barony of Malpas. It appears alſo by records in the

Exchequer at Cheſter, that Sir William Brereton was poſſeſſed as early as the year 1484 (2 Ric. III.)

of a portion of the barony of Malpas, viz. a fourth of one moiety of the manor of Malpas, a moiety

of another fourth, and the fourth turn of the preſentation to one mediety of the rectory.

* Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. * Ibid. * Cholmondeley evidences.

* It is probable that the greater part of the barony was purchaſed in or about 1531 (22 Hen.VIII.)

by Sir William Brereton, of George Robinſon and others; for it appears that Bradley, which paſſed

with the barony, and was parcel of it, was then purchaſed. --Villare Ceſtricaſe,

in
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in a record of the reign of Edward II.3, is ſpoken of as the cuſtom of Cheſhire:

it appears alſo, that it was cuſtomary to preſent the heads of all felons that

had been ſo executed at the caſtle of Cheſter. This power was exerciſed by the

ſeveral poſſeſſors of the moiety and fourth parts of the barony of Malpas. In

the fixth year of the reign of Edward II. David Bulkeley, ſerjeant of the peace

to Richard Sutton, preſented the heads of two felons, executed for burglary, and

Hugh Cholmondeley, ſerjeant of the peace to John de St. Pierre, preſented the

head of Thomas Barnes, executed for theft, and had his fee, called the rudynge

(riding) fee *.

In the pariſh church of Malpas are monuments for the families of Brereton,

Cholmondeley, and Dod. In a chapel at the eaſt end of the ſouth aiſle, built by

Sir Randal Brereton, is the tomb of one of the Breretons" and his lady, with

their effigies in alabaſter, and a mutilated inſcription, with the date 1522. In the

Cholmondeley chapel, which is at the end of the north aiſle, are the monuments

of Sir Hugh Cholmondeley ſenior, who died in 1596 at the age of eighty-three,

Sir Hugh, his ſon, who died in 1601, and that of Mary, Viſcounteſs Malpas,

(daughter of Sir Robert Walpole, Earl of Orford,) who died at Aix-la-chapelle in

173 I.

In the pariſh regiſter is the following inſtance of longevity. “Burials—1797–

May 26, Catherine Richardſon, widow, of Malpas, aged 107 according to her

friends’ account.”

The rectory of Malpas has been from time immemorial divided into medieties;

to one of theſe, called the Higher Mediety, Lord Cholmondeley and Mr. Drake

preſent alternately; Mr. Drake has the entire patronage of the other, called the

Lower Mediety; there is an excellent parſonage-houſe and a glebe belonging to

each. -

A grammar-ſchool was founded at Malpas about the latter end of the 17th

century by ſubſcription: Hugh, the firſt Lord Cholmondeley, who had given the

ſum of 200l. on condition that he and his heirs ſhould nominate the maſter, in

lieu of the money then raiſed, charged an eſtate in Malpas, called the Old-Hall,

with the yearly payment of 25l. as a ſalary to the maſter, for whoſe uſe he gave

alſo a houſe and ſchool-room. This ſchool is free only to children of the repre

fentatives of the original ſubſcribers. The Blue-ſchool for twelve boys was founded

about the year 1680, by Richard Alport Eſq., who deviſed a ſmall farm in

* See Harl. MSS. N° 2079. f. 133. * Ibid. p. 124. & 131.

• Moſt probably Sir Randal Brereton of Malpas, whoſe younger ſon Sir William Brereton was

beheaded in 1535 for ſuppoſed familiarity with Queen Anne Bullen.

7 Overton,
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Overton, for the purpoſe of providing a ſalary for the maſter (now about 171 per

ann.), and clothing the children.

In 1721 Lord Cholmondeley rebuilt an alms-houſe of a more ancient foun

dation, for fix poor women, five of whom receive Iod, a week, charged on

eſtate in Newton, now the property of T. D. T. Drake Eſq. -

The townſhip of Agden lies about three miles N. W. from Whitchurch in

Shropſhire; the manor is the property of T. D. T. Drake Eſq., whoſe anceſtor,

Sir William, purchaſed it as parcel of the barony of Malpas, in the reign of

Charles II.

The manor of Bickerton was held in ancient times by the family of Bickerton,

under the barony of Malpas; from the Bickertons it paſſed by marriage to the

family of Malpas; David de Malpas, who died ſeiſed of it in 1432, left two fiſters,

co-heirs, one of whom is ſuppoſed to have brought this eſtate in marriage" to the

Egertons; John Egerton died ſeiſed of it in 1624; it is now the property of his

deſcendant, John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton, M. P.

The townſhip of Bickley lies about five miles and a half N. by W. from

Whitchurch in Shropſhire; the manor, which was parcel of the barony of Malpas,

paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs from David de Malpasº to the St. Pierres,

Cokeſeys, and Grevilles; after the death of Sir Thomas Greville, alias Cokeſey, in

1498, it devolved to his next heir, Roger Horton, and appears to have paſſed

ſucceſſively by ſale, to the families of Sutton Lord Dudley", Hill, Robinſon, and

Cholmondeley. It is now the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley, whoſe

anceſtor Sir Hugh Cholmondeley died ſeiſed of it in 1596.

The townſhip of Bradley lies about three miles and a half N. N. W. from Whit.

church in Shropſhire; the manor was part of that portion of the barony of Malpas

which belonged to the Suttons; it was ſold by Edward Sutton, Lord Dudley, in

1527, to Rowland Hill, and having paſſed by ſale to George Robinſon in 1528,

and in 1531, to Sir William Brereton", was purchaſed of the deſcendants of the

latter in the reign of Charles II. by Sir William Drake anceſtor of T. D.T.

Drake Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Broxton, which townſhip gives name to the hundred, lies about

eleven miles S. E. by S. from Cheſter; the manor was formerly in the Duttons of

Hatton, and having paſſed by marriage to the Maſfies of Coddington, was ſold by

the late Thomas Maſſie Eſq., (with the reſerve of all minerals) to Philip Egerton

Eſq. of Oulton, and is now the property of John Egerton Eſq. M. P. At a much

* The other fiſter died unmarried.—Dr. Cowper's Colle&ions. * See p. 677.

* Edward Sutton Lord Dudley purchaſed of Roger Horton, 23 Hen. VII. . (4 ..

: Villare Ceſtrienſe.

earlier
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-
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earlier period a younger branch of the Maſfies of Coddington had for ſeveral

generations a ſeat, and an eſtate in this townſhip, which were ſold about the year

17oo, by Hugh Maſſie Eſq. to John Dod Eſq. of the Lower-houſe in Broxton',

deſcended from a younger branch of the Dods of Edge: on the death of John

Herbert Dod Eſq. without iſſue in 1719, this eſtate devolved to his ſiſter, whoſe

repreſentatives ſold it to Mr. Egerton’s father. The Egertons more than a century

before became poſſeſſed of Broxton-Hall, or the Higher-houſe in Broxton, with

an eſtate, which in the reign of Edward III. had paſſed in marriage with the

heireſs of Bird to the Dods; Anne, the heireſs of this branch of the Dods, brought

Broxton-Hall in marriage to Edward Tannatt Eſq. of whoſe grandſon it was

purchaſed about the middle of the ſeventeenth century by Sir Philip Egerton".

This hall, ſometime a ſeat of the Dods, afterwards ſucceſſively of the Tannatts and

Egertons, is now occupied by a farmer, as is the Lower-houſe, formerly the ſeat

of the other branch of the Dods. From the terrace of Broxton-Hall there is a very

rich and extenſive proſpect.

The manor, or reputed manor of Bolſworth, a hamlet of this townſhip, belonged

alſo to the Duttons, in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James, and King

Charles I. ; it was afterwards in the family of Browne". About the middle of

the laſt century a conſiderable part of this eſtate was purchaſed by James Tilſon

Eſq. (ſometime conſul at Cadiz), who built thereon a manſion in the Gothic

ſtyle, called Boleſworth-caſtle, ſituated on an eminence, and commanding a

moſt beautiful proſpect; he afterwards fold it to John Crewe Eſq., father of the

late Wiſcounteſs Falmouth, of whom it was purchaſed by Oſwald Moſley Eſq.; it is

now the property and reſidence of Thomas Tarlton Eſq., who purchaſed it in 1805

of the repreſentatives of Mr. Moſley. Boleſworth-Hall and its demeſne have

been for ſeveral deſcents in the family of John Hampton Gent., the preſent

proprietor. - -

The Oaks in this townſhip gave name to a family, who poſſeſſed this eſtate in

the reign of Henry III.: it paſſed afterwards to a branch of the Dods, and by fe

male heirs ſucceſſively to the families of Clayton, Stockton, and Thickneſſe; Ralph

Thickneſſe Eſq., having (by his will bearing date 1739) deviſed it to truſtees for

the purpoſe of ſale, it was purchaſed a few years afterwards by Mr. Samuel Jervis,

alderman of Cheſter; and having paſſed by inheritance to the family of Dobb, was

ſold in 1785 to Mr. Thomas Cotgreave, father of Miſs Sarah Cotgreave, the preſent

proprietor. In this townſhip is Barn-hill, an eminence commanding a rich and

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Anno 1662–Mr. Thomas Browne's, late Peter

Dutton's.-Harl, MSS, N° 2010, -

extenſive
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extenſive proſpect, which is the half-way ſtage between Cheſter and Whitchurch,

being ten miles diſtant from each.

The townſhip of Bulkeley, or Buckley, lies about nine miles N. N. W. from

Nantwich; the manor was the inheritance of an ancient family of that name, the

elder branch of which became extinct in the fourteenth century; after this period

we find two eſtates in this townſhip, each called the manor of Bulkeley; one of

theſe paſſed by marriage to Thomas Holford, eſquire of the body to King Richard II.

and is now the property of George James Earl of Cholmondeley, whoſe anceſtor, Sir

Hugh Cholmondeley, married the daughter and heir of Chriſtopher Holford Eſq.:

The other paſſed by marriage, from the family of Bulkeley to that of Calveley,

and was purchaſed by Lord Cholmondeley in 1659 of Lord and Lady Byron,

having been conveyed by Sir Hugh Calveley to Lady Byron, then Mrs. Elizabeth

Booth, in 1646. Robert Lord Cholmondeley, Thomas Bulkeley, and Edward

Breſſey, (or Braſſey,) are deſcribed as joint lords of Bulkeley, in a MS. of 1662';

the Braſſeys poſſeſſed their eſtate in Bulkeley, by marriage with the heireſs of

Hadleigh, about the beginning of the 15th century. Webb in his linerary, written

in the year 1622 *, ſpeaks of a fair new houſe in this townſhip, then belonging

to Thomas Braſſey Gent. ; this manſion and its demeſne ſtill belong to the Braſſey

family. Thomas Bulkeley, the laſt heir male of that ancient family, reſided in

the townſhip of Bulkeley in a houſe now called Bulkeley-Hall (which had been

built by his father) till his death, which happened in 1802, at the advanced age of

ninety-eight; this manſion paſſed by his bequeſt to Mr. Thomas Orton, the preſent

proprietor. Old Bulkeley-Hall, the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley, is

occupied by a farmer.

The manor of Chidlow was held by the family of Chidlow, and afterwards by

the Egertons, under the Warrens of Stretton and their heirs, the Mainwarings of

Ightfield': it was purchaſed in 1799 of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton by Charles

Goodwin Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Cholmondeley, which lies about eight miles weſt from Nantwich,

gave name to the noble family of Cholmondeley, deſcended from Robert, a

younger brother of David de Malpas, who ſettled at Cholmondeley about the

reign of King John, on becoming poſſeſſed of that eſtate by gift of his father: his

ſon, Sir Hugh Cholmondeley, had a grant of manerial rights and privileges in

Cholmondeley, from Randal de Blundeville Earl of Cheſter", and was immediate

anceſtor of George James Earl of Cholmondeley ", the preſent proprietor of this

manor, who is chamberlain and vice-admiral of the county-palatine.

* Harl. MSS. N° 201c. * Vale. Royal, part i. p. 58. Villare Cellrienſe.

* Harl. MSS. 2115, f. 189, " See the account of the titles of the Cholmondeley fauily, p. 35.

VoI, II, 4 S Chol
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Cholmondeley-houſe was a garriſon during a great part of the civil war; it

was firſt in poſſeſſion of the royaliſts, and we read of an action between the

parliamentary forces quartered at Nantwich, and the garriſon from Cholmon

deley, in the month of April 1643, in which the latter are ſaid to have been

driven back with loſs". We do not find how, or when it changed its maſters, but

it appears to have been held by the parliament in November 1643 °, and to have

been a royal garriſon again before the 30th of June 1644, when we are told that

“the Earl of Denbigh went before break of day with three or four pieces of

ordnance and four caſes of drakes, ſummoned the garriſon, and ſhot through

the houſe ſeveral times; the beſiegers at laſt beat the garriſon out of the houſe into

their works, where they defended themſelves ſome time, but at length, about one

in the afternoon, called for quarter, which was allowed; when the draw-bridge

was let down, and the Earl of Denbigh and his forces entered and took the com

mander, and about fixty-ſix priſoners, with all their arms and proviſions'.”

Cholmondeley-Hall, which is deſcribed in Macky's Tour through England,

(1724,) as a noble old ſeat with gardens, not inferior to any in England, was

taken down in 1801, except one wing, which has been fitted up for the reſidence

of Mr. James Stephens the Earl of Cholmondeley’s ſteward. Cholmondeley-caſtle,

the preſent ſeat of the Earl of Cholmondeley, ſituated about half a mile from

the old hall, was begun in the year 1801, and finiſhed in 1804, from a deſign

of the Earl's. Near the old hall is a domeſtic chapel, which is ſaid to have

been moſt ſumptuouſly repaired by Robert Lord Cholmondeley and Earl of

Leinſter in 1652. ". Divine ſervice is performed in it twice in a month, by a

chaplain appointed by the Earl of Cholmondeley. We find mention in Collins's

Peerage of an ancient hoſpital at Cholmondeley, releaſed by Robert Fitz-Nigel

Baron of Halton to Robert de Cholmondeley, the firſt of the name; but it

ſeems to reſt on no authority, and to be wholly erroneous ".

The townſhip of Chorlton lies about eight miles N.W. from Whitchurch in Shrop

ſhire; the manor was held by the Birds, and afterwards by the Claytons or Cluttons',

under the St. Pierres and their ſucceſſors, in a portion of the Barony of Malpas 3.

* Burghall’s Diary. Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. 911. * Ibid. p. 923.

’’Ibid. p. 935,936. * Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 204.

* There was no Robert Fitz-Nigel, Baron of Halton, unleſs, as ſome ſuppoſe, the firſt baron, who

lived in the reign of William the Conqueror bore that name. His grandſon, who aſſumed the name

of Lacy, continued by his poſterity, died about the middle of the twelfth century; Robert de Chol

mondeley muſt have lived in or about the reign of King John.

• John Bird, or Bryde, died ſciſed of the manor of Chorlton in 1434, leaving four daughters, co

heirs, one of whom it is probable brought it in marriage to the Cluttons; David Clutton died ſkiſed

of it in 1559. Villare Ceſtrienſe. -

it.
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it is now the property of Thomas Chorlton Clutton Eſq. The hall is in a ſtate

of dilapidation.

The manors of Cuddington, ſometimes ſpelt Kiddington, Duckington, and Edge',

now the property of T. D. T. Drake Eſq., were purchaſed of the Breretons by his

anceſtor Sir William ; Webb in his Itinerary ſays, that a branch of the Breretons

had a fine ſeat at Kiddington ". The family of Edge held the hall of Edge and its

demeſne at a very early period, under the St. Pierres and their ſucceſſors, in a

portion of the barony of Malpas ; this eſtate paſſed by a female heir in the reign of

Henry III. to the Dods, whoſe deſcendant, Thomas Crewe Dod Eſq., is the preſent

proprietor, and reſides in the ancient hall; his anceſtor Edward Dod Eſq. was baron

of the Exchequer at Cheſter in the reign of James I.

Egerton, which lies about eight miles S. by W. from Tarporley, was the original

ſeat and inheritance of the anceſtors of a numerous and widely extended family,

ennobled in more than one of its branches *, which took the name of Egerton

in conſequence of Philip, a younger ſon of David Baron of Malpas, fixing his

reſidence in this townſhip in the early part of the thirteenth century. Sir Rowland

Egerton, who was created a baronet in 1617, deviſed this and other cſtates to

his ſecond ſon, Sir Philip Egerton Knt., anceſtor of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton,

M. P., the preſent proprietor. The old hall was taken down about the year 1760,

and a farm-houſe built on the fite: the ancient domeſtic chapel ſtill remains, and

is uſed as a barn.

The manor of Hampton was held under the barony of Malpas by the family

of Malpas, in the reign of Henry VI. Hampton-Hall, and an eſtate parcel of the

manor, paſſed by a co-heir of that family to the Bromleys', and from them to

the Dods, but the manor itſelf had been for ſeveral centuries in the Egertons,

who continued to poſſeſs it till the year 1801, when it was ſold to Ambroſe

Brook Eſq., the preſent proprietor. William Dod, the laſt of that branch of

the family, which poſſeſſed Hampton-Hall, deviſed his eſtate to his ſiſter's ſon,

Randle Hopley, who, in 1744, took the name of Dod. It is now the property

of Lord Curzon, and occupied as a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Larkſon, or Larton, lies about eight miles and a half N. by W.

from Whitchurch; the manor is part of the ancient inheritance of the Cholmon

deley family.

* Cuddington lies ſeven miles N. W. by W. from Whitchurch; Duckington about eight miles

N. N. W., and Edge nearly the ſame diſtance, and in the ſame direction. -

* Vale-Royal, part i. p. 55. * See a farther account of this family, p. 364, 365.

7 In the reign of James 1., it was the ſeat of Hugh Bromley Eſq., “learned in the law.”

King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 57.

4 S 2 The
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The manors of Macefen " and Stockton, which had been a confiderable

time in the Groſvenor family, were purchaſed about the year 1782, by

the late Lord Kenyon, and are now the property of his ſon, the preſent

Lord.

The manor of Newton, which townſhip conſiſts only of one farm, belongs to

T. D. T. Drake Eſq., having been purchaſed by his anceſtor Sir William as parcel

of the barony of Malpas.

The townſhip of Old caſtle, which took its name from an ancient caſtle, built

probably by the Barons of Malpas”, lies about five miles N. W. by W. from

Whitchurch. The manor was parcel of the barony of Malpas, belonged to the St.

Pierres, and having paſſed with their portion of the barony to the Breretons, was

ſold to Sir William Drake; but an eſtate deſcribed as the manor of Old-caſtle was

ſome time in the Allports, and is now the property of Dod of Cleveley

in the county of Salop, a minor. The caſtle, which gave name to this townſhip,

was wholly deſtroyed before the year 1585 °. A battle was fought at Old-caſtle

heath, on or about the 26th of Auguſt 1644, between the parliamentary forces

from Nantwich, and ſome of the King's cavalry, in which the latter were defeated,

and Colonel Vane and Colonel Conyers killed ".

The manor of Overton paſſed for ſeveral centuries as parcel of the barony of

Malpas; about the middle of the fixteenth century it was in the Golbornes", and

afterwards in the Allports', who reſided at the hall for two or three generations;

it was ſold by the laſt of the family, or his repreſentatives, about the year 1725,

to Herbert Lawrence Eſq.; by a ſubſequent ſale, it paſſed to William Cheſhyre Eſq.

and by marriage to the Rawdons, by whom it was conveyed in 1749 to Thomas

Preſcot Eſq. It is now the property of Matthew Gregſon Eſq. who purchaſed

of Sir George Preſcot Bart. in 1802 *.

The townſhip of Tuſhingham lies two miles N.W. by N. from Whitchurch in Shrop

(hire; the manor belonged formerly to the Groſvenors; in 1631 it was purchaſed

• Philip de Cawarden conveyed Macefen to Roderic Griffin, 33 Edward I. Records in the

Exchequer at Cheſter.

• Webb in his Itinerary (Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 55.) ſuppoſes this caſtle to have belonged to the

O, rebies and Ardernes, but he has miſtaken it for Aldford caſtle, which certainly belonged to

thoſ: families. * King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 27.

* Burghall's Diary. — Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 937.

• Records in the Exchequer at Chefler. Temp. Ph. & Mar. & Eliz. -

* The Allports had both manors in 167 f. (Harl. MSS. N°zolo.) Richard Allport was of Overton

in 1644.—Monumental inſcriptions at Malpas.

* From information obligingly communicated by Mr. Gregſon.

of

_
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of Sir Richard Groſvenor, by Sir Richard Brooke of Norton": in 1662 it

belonged to the family of Nevett'; it is now the property of Joſiah Boydell Eſq.

whoſe father acquired it by purchaſe. John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton has the

paramount lordſhip, and the freeholders pay ſuit and ſervice to his court only.

Within this townſhip, which has been incloſed by an ačt of Parliament paſſed in

1794, is a chapel of eaſe, dedicated to St. Chad, called in Webb's Itinerary

Chad-wick chapel, probably of very ancient date, for the chapel-field and the

chapel-meadow at Tuſhingham, are mentioned in a deed of 1349 “: the preſent

ſtructure was built in the year 1689, principally with a benefaction given by the

will of Mr. John Dod mercer and citizen of London : it is ſerved by a ſtipendiary

curate, appointed by the rectors of Malpas.-Grindley is a hamlet of Tuſh

ingham.

The townſhip of Wichalgh lies about five miles and a half N. W. from Whit

church: the manor, which had been part of the ancient poſſeſſions of the

Egertons of Oulton, was ſold in 1799 to Samuel Brodhurſt of Bach, the preſent

proprietor.

The townſhip of Wigland lies four miles N. W. by N. from Whitchurch; the

manor in the reign of Edward IV. belonged to the Boſtocks", and in that of

Queen Elizabeth, to the Breretons"; it has been for a conſiderable time in the

family of Wickſted, and is now the property of Thomas Wickſted Eſq. of

Nantwich. The manors of Higher and Lower Fulwich, alias Dirtwich, which

have long paſſed with the barony of Malpas, and are now the property of T. D.T.

Drake Eſq., are in this townſhip: the brine-pits at Dirtwich have been already

ſpoken of ".

MARBURy, in the hundred and deanery of Nantwich, lies eight miles from

Nantwich, and three from Whitchurch in Shropſhire: it is deemed a ſeparate

pariſh, but its chapel is dependent on Whitchurch: it compriſes two townſhips,

Marbury-cum-Quoiſley, and Norbury.

The manor of Marbury, deſcribed as Marbury-cum-94oiſley, belonged in the

fifteenth and fixteenth centuries to the Earls of Shrewſbury “: it is now the pro

perty of the Earl of Bridgewater, in whoſe family it has been confiderably more

than a century. A ſeparate manor of Coyſley, alias Quoiſley, belonged formerly

to the Knights of St. John of Jeruſalem, and is ſaid now to owe ſuit and ſervice

* Harl. MSS. N° 2002. f. 32. * Ibid. Nº 2oio. * Woodmoth's Colle&tions, p. 22.

* Eſch. * Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter, 39 Eliz. * See p. 416.

* Eſch. Edw, IV. and other records in the Exchequer at Cheſter.

8 tº



636 C H E S H I R. E.

to the court which ſtill bears their name * : in 1655 it was ſold by Thomas

Nevett, to Peter Calfe Eſq. of Tottenham in Middleſex, after the death of whoſe

grandſon, about the year 1714, it paſſed (by deviſe) to his kinſman, Edward

Donne Gent, : it is now the property of John Knight Eſq., whoſe father

purchaſed it in 1758 of Mr. Donne's repreſentatives.

Marley-Hall in Marbury, now a farm-houſe, was for two centuries the ſeat

of a branch of the Poole family ", which became extinét by the death of Charles

Poole Gent. ; his daughter and heir (married to Thomas Tatton of Marley

Green 4) died in 1731: Marley-Hall was ſold by the Tattons, to Robert Heath

Eſq. of Hanley in Norbury, who deviſed it to his couſin, the Rev. Cudworth

Poole, of Great-Woolden in the county of Lancaſter: it paſſed by Mr. Poole's

bequeſt to Domville Halſted Eſq. who took the name of Poole, and was father

of Domville Halſted Poole Eſq. the preſent owner. Hadley-Hall, in the hamlet of

Quoiſley, was about the year 1600, and for ſeveral generations afterwards, a ſeat

of the Breretons; it is now occupied as a farm-houſe, the property of the Rev.

Charles Ethelſton, by inheritance from his grandfather Simon Ethelſton Eſq.

The Wickſted family had an eſtate and a ſeat at Marbury during a great part

of the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth centuries. A branch of the Bickertons reſided

at Townley and Horſall in Marbury: and a branch of the Bulkeleys at Hollyhurſ: '.

A ſchool-houſe was built at the expence of the inhabitants of this pariſh in 1688,

but the ſchool has no endowment, except the intereſt of a ſmall ſum given by

Mrs. Margaret Bickerton '. -

The manors of Norbury and Althurſt were granted by King Henry VIII. in 1543

to Sir Richard Greſham ‘: they appear to have been almoſt immediately conveyed to

Hugh Cholmondeley, who was knighted at Leith in 1544: Sir Hugh reſided at

Althurſt, now called Altridge-Hall, in that year, and it continued for many years to

be one of the ſeats of the Cholmondeley family", but has been long ago taken down,

and a farm-houſe built on the ſite: the manors of Norbury and Althurſt have de

* This manor does not appear in the long liſt of donations to the Templars, (granted afterwards

to the knights of St. John,) in Dugdale’s Monaſticon, but it is probable that it was included in the

donations (not ſpecified) to the preceptory of that order at Iveley in Derbyſhire, to which ſeveral

eſtates in Cheſhire belonged. The courts of St. John of Jeruſalem for ſuits and ſervices formerly dueto this preceptory, are now held by the Duke of Leeds. e

* A ſeat of the Pooles in Marbury is ſpoken of in Webb's Itinerary (Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 61.)

and it appears by the pariſh regiſter that they were ſettled at Marley before the middle of the

preceding century. - -

• Marley-green, or Lodge, belonged to the family of Edgley, and afterwards to the Tattons.

* Pariſh regiſter. * Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia. : Record in the Augmentation-office.

* Pariſh regiſter. *

- Iſ ſcended

**
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ſcended to the preſent Earl of Cholmondeley. A younger branch of the Bromley

family, now extinct, were ſettled for a confiderable time at a manſion called the

Lower-houſe in Norbury, and are ſaid to have been poſſeſſed of a third part of the

manor in 1662”. Roger, a younger ſon of William Bulkeley, having ſettled at Nor

bury, upon an eſtate given him by his father, about the latter end of the thirteenth

century, took the name of Norbury. Sir John Norbury, lord treaſurer of Eng

land, whoſe poſterity removed into Surrey, was the ſon of a younger brother of

David Norbury; the daughter and heir of this David brought the Norbury eſtate

to Sir William Hulſe, whoſe deſcendants continued to reſide in this townſhip for

ſeveral generations; they afterwards ſettled at Aſtley in Quoiſley. Thomas

Hulſe Eſq., who is deſcribed in the pedigree of the family as of Norbury and

Aſtley, had a numerous iſſue by two wives; he was buried at Marbury in 1588:

a daughter of Hugh his elder ſon was baptized at Marbury in 1591, after which

there is no trace of the family in the regiſter: it is probable therefore that they

removed from the pariſh about that time. Sir Hugh Hulſe, juſtice of the King's-

bench, one of the five judges made by King Richard II., when he took upon

himſelf the adminiſtration of government in 1389, was ſon of a younger brother

of Sir William above-mentioned : the grand-daughter and heir of Sir Hugh Hulſe,

who had large poſſeſſions in Cheſhire, married Sir William Troutbeck.

Hanley-Park in Norbury belonged for more than a century to the family of

Heath y, and ſince the death of Robert Heath Eſq. in 1766, has paſſed with the

Marley-Hall eſtate. Swanwick in this townſhip was for ſeveral generations the

ſeat of a family of that name, who had a reſidence alſo in the neighbouring

townſhip of Wirſwall, and became extinét about the year 1600.

The townſhip of Wirſhall, or Wirſwall, in the pariſh of Whitchurch, and in

the dioceſe of Lichfield and Coventry, is within the county of Cheſter; the

manor belongs to Sir R. S. Cotton Bart.

MIDDLEWICH, in the hundred of Northwich, is a confiderable market town,

which gives name to a deanery : it is ſituated on the conflux of the Croco and

the Dane, about a hundred and fixty-ſeven miles from London, about five from

Sandbach, and about ſix from Northwich. We have found no record of the grant

of either the markets or fairs at Middlewich *; the markets are now held twice

* Har!. MSS. N° 20 ſo. * Pariſh regiſter. * Smith in his brief

deſcription of Cheſhire, written about the year 1585, (King's Vale. Royal, part i. p. 46.) ſays,

“ Middlewich is no market town, yet it hath a ſmall market of fleſh and other things every

Saturday, and yearly two fairs, on Aſcenſion-day and St. Luke's-day.” A marginal note, written

as the work went through the preſs (1656), adds, “ now of late made a market-town, and hath

a market every Tueſday.”

a-week,
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a week, on Tueſdays and Fridays; that on Tueſday is merely for butchers' meat

and proviſions; the fairs are now held on Holy Thurſday, and the 25th of July.

There have been ſalt-works in this town from a very early period: there are

valuable brine-ſprings in the townſhips of Middlewich and Newton,

Vicars, in his Parliamentary Chronicle, gives an account of a battle fought at

Middlewich, between ſome of the King's forces under Sir Thomas Aſton, and

a detached party of the Parliamentary army under Sir William Brereton, in

which the former were defeated ; he tells us that Sir Thomas Aſton made his

eſcape by way of Kinderton, the only retreat which was not blocked up; ſome

of Sir Thomas Aſton's party took refuge in the church, where Sir Edward

Moſley, Captain Hurlſton, Captain Maſlie of Codington, Captain Starkey of

Stretton, and others, were taken priſoners *. Burghall in his Diary ſays, that Sir

Thomas Aſton entered the town on the tenth of March ; and that his ſoldiers

committed great plunder, that Sir William Brereton appeared before the town,

and diſcharged ſome ſhots at it on Sunday the 12th, and that the battle was fought

the next day". There was an action at Booth-Lane, near Middlewich, on the

26th of Dec. 1643, between Lord Byron's forces and the Parliamentary army,

in which the latter were defeated “.

The pariſh of Middlewich compriſes fifteen townſhips, viz. Middlewich, Byley

cum-Tatehouſe, Clive, Croxton, Kinderton-cum-Hulme, Minſhul-Vernon, Moreſbarrow

cum-Parmle, Newton, Occleſion, Ravenſcroft, Sprºſion, Stublach, Sutton, Weever,

and JWimboldſley-cum-Lea-Hall.

The town of Middlewich, (about half of which is within the townſhip of

Kinderton,) was held for many years with the office of chamberlain, the markets,

&c. on leaſe under the crown, by the Venables family: in 1756 a leaſe was

granted to George Venables Vernon, afterwards Lord Vernon": the preſent

leſſee is Thomas Wright Gent. -

In the pariſh church are two chapels, which belonged to the Barons of

Kinderton, one fitted up in 1615, the other in 1632, ornamented with the arms

and quarterings of that family: in the north-eaſt chapel, which was purchaſed of

Sir Richard Bulkeley in 1589 °, are ſeveral memorials of the families of

Venables', and Leveſon; Peter Venables, the laſt heir male, and the laſt baron of

Kinderton of that family, was buried here in 1679. In Middlewich church

* Vicars, p. 29 ſ. * Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. go;, 9c8. * Ibid. p. 926.

* The leaſe which was granted Auguſt 19, 1792, is for fifty years, to commence from

ſ)étober 1 o, 1791. * Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia.

* Among others is a monument with kneeling figures, for Elizabeth the wife of Thomas Venables,

Baron of Kinderton, and daughter of Sir William Brereton, who died ir 1593.

is
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is a monument for the Rev. John Hulſe of Elworth-Hall in Sandbach, founder of

the Hulſean prize and the office of Chriſtian-advocate in the univerſity of Cam

bridge, who died in the year 1790: in the church-yard was an ancient chapel

belonging to the Weevers of Weever, of which there are no remains. -

The church of Middlewich was appropriated in 1504 to the monaſtery of

Leuton in Nottinghamſhire; after the diſſolution the impropriate rectory was in

the Breretons, by whom the tithes were ſold to ſeveral perſons, but the patronage

of the vicarage reſerved ; the advowſon is now veſted in Mrs. Jane Wood of

Newton, widow, by deviſe from her uncle the Rev. Robert Moreton ".

“Thomas Wood, of Middlewich pariſh, had a child born on St. Martin’s-day

in the morninge, and chriſtened about noone, called Anne, which had on either

hande one thumbe and five fingers, and upon the right foote five toes and on the

left foote fix toes; and it had a greate eye and a ſmall, and lived eight hours after

it was chriſtened, and buried at Middlewich the ſame day, 7" Edward VI. 1553.”

A grammar-ſchool was founded at Middlewich about the latter end of the

17th century; Mr. Ralph Lowndes gave the ſchool-houſe; it has only an endow

ment of 11 l. los. per ann. for the maſter, who is nominated by Sir J. F. Leiceſter

Bart. This ſchool is free for eleven boys of the pariſh of Middlewich.

The townſhip of Byley-cum-Tatehouſe lies ſomewhat more than a mile N. E. by N.

from Middlewich; the manor of Bively or Byley was given by Richard de

Aldford to the abbey of Pulton, afterwards removed to Dieulacres in Stafford

ſhire, the abbot of which monaſtery had a grange at Byley: after the diſſolution

of religious houſes this manor was purchaſed of the crown by Geffrey Shakerley'

Eſq. anceſtor of C. W. J. Shakerley Eſq. the preſent proprietor; Byley-Hall is

now a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Clive lies two miles W. by S. from Northwich; the manor

was the ancient inheritance and ſeat of the family of Clive or Cliffe, of this place,

and afterwards of Huxley: Rachel, daughter and heir of John Clive of Huxley,

brought this manor, or a part of it, to Roger Wilbraham Eſq. of the Towns-end

near Nantwich, whoſe deſcendant, George Wilbraham Eſq. of Delamere-Lodge,

is the preſent proprietor. An eſtate, parcel of this manor, paſſed by marriage at

an early period from the Clives to the family of Congleton, and was conveyed to

the Weevers. Sir Thomas Stanley, as repreſentative of the Weevers, was ſeiſed of

a moiety of the manor in 1607; it is probable that this was purchaſed by the

Wilbrahams. The Hulſes, who had an eſtate in Clive through an alliance with the

* It paſſed from Lady Brereton to Robert Lowe Eſq. and from him by deviſe to the Moretons.

* Extract from an ancient regiſter of the pariſh (not now extant) taken by Sir Peter Leyceſter, and

annexed to Wharton's Calendarium Eccleſiaſticum, 1657. ! Villare Ceſtienſe. -

Vol. II. 4 T . - Clives,
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Clives', refided at Clive-Hall, and afterwards removed to Elworth. Clive-Hall,

now a farm-houſe, belongs, under the will of the Rev. John Hulſe, to the univerſity

of Cambridge". Webb ſpeaks of a fair old houſe called the Nun's-houſe, near

Clive, with a demeſne which had belonged to Sir Thomas Holcroft, and afterwards

to Thomas Marbury". This houſe, which ſtands near Winsford-bridge, belonged

probably to the nuns of Cheſter; it is now a farm-houſe, the property of Meſſrs.

Salmon. -

The townſhip of Croxton lies one mile N. by W. from Middlewich; the manor

having been the ancient inheritance of the Croxton family, who poſſeſſed it for

eleven deſcents, paſſed by female heirs to an illegitimate branch of the Mainwarings,

who ſettled in this townſhip in or about the reign of King Henry VI., and from

them in like manner to the Oldfields in the reign of Charles I. Mainwaring

Oldfield Eſq." ſold this manor to Roger Wilbraham Eſq. of Dorfold, of whoſe de

ſcendant it was purchaſed about the year 1760, by James Tomkinſon Eſq. father of

Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. the preſent proprietor. The ancient hall is now occupied

as a farm-houſe; this eſtate is eſteemed ſome of the beſt dairy land in the county.

The village of Kinderton lies about one mile and a half from Middlewich, a

confiderable part of which town is within that townſhip. Kinderton was the an

cient ſeat of the barony ", which was given by Hugh Lupus to Gilbert de Venables

his kinſman. The Venables family produced a race of warriors: Sir Roger

Venables fought on the fide of King Henry III. during the barons' wars; his ſon

Sir William diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the wars of King Edward I. ; Sir Hugh,

grandſon of Sir William, was a commander under the Black Prince ; Sir Hugh's

grandſon and nameſake was conſtable of Cheſhire, and acquired great renown in

the wars againſt the Scots; his ſon Sir Richard was ſlain at Shrewſbury, on the

fide of Mortimer; Sir Hugh Venables, great grandſon of Sir Richard, was ſlain

at Blore-heath in 1459; dying without iſſue male, the manor and barony of Kin

derton paſſed to his aunts and co-heirs, who married into the families of Boſtock

and Cotton: Sir Thomas Venables, the heir male of this ancient family, became

• In the reign of Edward IV. Joan, daughter and heir of John Clive, married into the family

of Hulſe.—Villare Ceſtrienſe. -- * See the acount of Elworth in Sandbach.

* King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 7, * Son of Michael Oldfield, who married

the heireſs of Mainwaring. * The following townſhips are ſtated to be within

the barony of Kinderton, Alpraham, Arclid, Aſtbury, Blakenhall, half Bollington, Bradwell,

Brereton, Bridgemere, Caſtle-Northwich, Checkley, Davenport, Doddington, Eccleſton, Hartford

cum-Horton, Hunſterſon, Kinderton, High-Legh, Lea, half Lymm, Marſhton, Mere, Moreſ

barrow-cum-Parme, Moreton-Alcumlowe, Newbold, Peover, Picnere, Radnor, Roſtherne, Somer

ford, Sproſton, Stanthorne, Tarporley, Utkinton, Wetenhall, Wincham, and Witton.—Harl, MSS.

N” 1967. f. 104.

- M re-poſſeſſed
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re-poſſeſſed of the barony, partly by the marriage of his father with a co-heireſs of

the Cottons, and partly by agreement, after a long litigation with Sir John Savage's

repreſentatives the Boſtocks. The manor and barony continued in his deſcendants

who were called Barons of Kinderton, though the honour had become merely

nominal after the ancient privileges of the county palatine had ceaſed, till the

death of Peter Venables the laſt baron of Kinderton in 1679, when the Kinderton

eſtate paſſed in marriage with his only daughter to Montague Earl of Abingdon;

the Earl dying without iſſue, it devolved to Henry Vernon Eſq. whoſe mother

was ſiſter of Peter Venables above mentioned. It is now the property of George

Venables, Lord Vernon, whoſe father was in 1762 created Baron Vernon of Kin

derton. The ancient hall of Kinderton was taken down before the year 1760;

the Lodge, which was the ſeat of the laſt baron of Kinderton, is now occupied

by Samuel Hill Eſq. The power of life and death, enjoyed by the Cheſhire barons,

is ſaid to have been exerciſed by the barons of Kinderton as lately as the year

1597, when Hugh Stringer was executed for murder".

The townſhip of Minſhull-Vernon lies nearly four miles S.S. W. from Middle

wich; the manor belonged anciently to the Vernons, from whom it paſſed to the

family of Aldeton, ſometimes called Oldington and Oulton; having paſſed by

female heirs it was afterwards divided between the Starkies, Newtons, and Min

ſhulls; in the reign of Queen Elizabeth the whole was purchaſed of Thomas

Aſton Eſq. of Aſton', whoſe deſcendant Sir Willoughby Aſton Bart. was poſ.

ſeſſed of it in 1701; after this it became the property of Henry Newport Earl of

Bradford, who by his will made in 1736, in the event of the deceaſe of John

Harriſon, then an infant, without iſſue, bequeathed his eſtates to Mrs. Ann Smith

of Berkeley-ſquare; by her deviſe they paſſed to William Pulteney Earl of Bath,

whoſe brother and heir, Lieutenant-general Pulteney, died in 1767, having deviſed

the Bradford eſtates to William Pulteney Eſq. (afterwards Sir William Pulteney

Bart.) and on his death without iſſue male in 1806, the manor of Minſhull

Vernon paſſed under the general's will to the Earl of Darlington, who is the

preſent proprietor. - -

The manors of Erdſwick and Hulgrave, hamlets of this townſhip, are ſaid to have

been brought in marriage with the heireſs of Reginald Baillot, about the reign of

William Rufus, to Hugh de Vernon the ſecond baron of Shipbrooke", whoſe

younger ſon Matthew ſettling at Hulgrave, took the name of Hulgrave; Richard,

a younger ſon of the grandſon of this Matthew being poſſeſſed of Erdſwick by the

gift of his father, took his name from that place, and was anceſtor of the lºrdſ.

* See Pennant's Wales, Vol. i. p. 131. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Collins's

Peerage and Pedigrees of the family. -

4 T 2 wicks
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wicks of Cheſhire and Staffordſhire'. In the year 1328 Thomas de Erdſwick

gave Erdſwick to the Oultons in exchange for Leighton, and it became divided

between the Starkies and Minſhulls. Erdſwick-Hall, with its demeſne, was pur

chaſed of the latter by Mr. Richard Vernon of Middlewich, and by him bequeathed

to a nameſake, not related to him, who was mercer to Queen Anne: this gen

tleman, from political attachment, deviſed his eſtate at Erdſwick to William

Murray Eſq. afterwards Earl of Mansfield, and it is now the property of his great

nephew the preſent earl: the ancient hall, a venerable manſion partly in ruins, is

occupied as a farm-houſe. Hulgrave-Hall and demeſne belonged to the Aſton

family as early as the reign of Henry VIII. and are now veſted in H. C. H. Aſton,
a minor. w -

The manor of Moreſbarrow, or Mooſ, barrow-cum-Parme, which had been

given by King Edward I. to the abbey of Wale-Royal, was granted by King

Edward VI. to Thomas Browne; it paſſed afterwards by ſucceſſive ſales to the

Brookes of Norton", and the Venables family. Lord Vernon, who inherited the

Venables eſtates, ſold the manor of Moreſbarrow, with the whole of the hamlet of

Parme, in or about 1792, to Perrin of Warrington, under whoſe will it is

now the property of his nephew Joſeph Perrin Eſq. his daughter Sarah having

been diſ-inherited by her father if ſhe married a native of Scotland, or one born

of Scottiſh parents, an event which afterwards took place: the will was conteſted

in 1807 by the ſon-in-law, but its validity was eſtabliſhed. Moreſbarrow-Hall

and demeſne belonged formerly to the Whittinghams, who in a Villare of 1662”,”

are deſcribed as lords of the place; this eſtate paſſed by ſale from the Whitting

hams to John Symkin, whoſe daughter Mrs. Darell deviſed it to the father of

Daniel Vawdrey Eſq. the preſent proprietor. The fite of the old hall is ſurrounded

by a moat. -

The townſhip of Newton lies a little to the W. of Middlewich; the manor was

for a confiderable time in the family of Crewe, and has been lately ſold to John

Roylance Eſq. the preſent owner, who has built a manſion on the eſtate for his

own reſidence, called the Manor-hall. - ..

The townſhip of Occleſion lies about three miles and a half S. S. W. from Mid

dlewich; the manor belonged anciently to a family of the ſame name, who in or

about the year 1370 ſold it to Sir Hugh Calveley; Sir Hugh gave it in exchange

to David de Bunbury for the advowſon of Bunbury church", and it continued in

the Bunbury family till the year 1614; it then paſſed by purchaſe to William'

Moreton Eſq. who not long afterwards ſold it to John Davenport Eſq. of Daven

* Pedigrees. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harl. MSS. N° 2010. • Villare Ceſtrienſe.

- port;
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port'; after this it was for a confiderable time in the Whitmores of Apley in the

county of Salop, of whom it was purchaſed in 1758 by Mr. Ralph Vernon, grand

father of Edward Vernon'Eſq. of Cheſter, the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Ravenſcroft, which contains only one houſe, lies a little

more than a mile N. from Middlewich; the manor was given in exchange for

Byley, by the abbot of Dieulacres to Warren de Byley, who removing his reſidence

to this townſhip aſſumed the name of Ravenſcroft, and was anceſtor of the Ravenſ.

crofts of Cheſhire, Flintſhire, and Denbighſhire; the elder branch, which was ſet

tled at Ravenſcroft, became extinët in the male line in the fourteenth century,

when the manor of Ravenſcroft paſſed by a female heir to the Croxtons, who

continued there for ſeveral deſcents; in the year 1704 it was ſold by the fiſters

and co-heirs of Thomas Croxton Eſq. the laſt heir-male to Peter Yate; in 1761 it

was purchaſed of Thomas Yate M. D. by Mr. John Leaman of Middlewich, .

whoſe ſon ſold it in 1868 to Daniel Vawdrey Eſq. the preſent proprietor; the .

ancient hall at Ravenſcroft is, or was lately, occupied by Peter Wetenhall Eſq.

The townſhip of Sprofton lies a little more than two miles E. from Middlewich; .

the manor, as parcel of the barony of Kinderton, has paſſed through the ſame

hands as Kinderton, and is now the property of Lord Vernon; Sproſton-Hall, the

property of Mrs. Wood, is occupied by a farmer. } .

The townſhip of Stublach lies three miles N. from Middlewich; the manor.

which had been in the family of Delves was ſold by Lady Delves to Thomas Far

rington Eſq. and by the latter in 1756 to Thomas Preſcot Eſq. of whoſe nephew

Sir George Preſcot Bart, it was purchaſed in 1862 by William Harper Eſq. of

Everton near Liverpool; the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Sutton lies about a mile and a half S. from Middlewich; the

manor belonged for many generations to the family of Venables, as parcel of the

barony of Kinderton, afterwards to the Vernons of Middlewich, from whom it.

paſſed by deviſe to Thomas Yate, M. D. Daniel Carbonel Eſq. purchaſed it of

Dr. Yate in 1760, and in 1805 ſold it to John Roylance Eſq. the preſent pro

prietor. The hall is occupied as a farm-houſe. - -

The townſhip of Weever lies ſomewhat more than three miles W. S.W. from

Middlewich; the manor was held at an early period by the Weever family under

the lords of Aldford, by the ſervice of finding two men to guard Aldford-caſtle

for forty days in time of war: in the reign of Henry VI, it paſſed in marriage with

Elizabeth the daughter, and eventually ſole heir of Thomas Weever, to John'.

* Villare Ceſtricaſe.

Stanley,
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Stanley, anceſtor of the Stanleys of Alderley-park, by whom it was ſold about

a century ago to the anceſtor of George Wilbraham Eſq. of Delamere-Lodge,

the preſent proprietor: the old hall has been taken down and a farm-houſe built

on its ſite. --'. . . - -

The manor of Wimberſley, or Wimbaldeſley, with the Hall of Lee, Ley or Lea,

belonged anciently to the family of Wimbaldeſley ; it was afterwards for ſeveral

generations in the family of Holt, and appears to have paſſed about the year 1495

to the Cottons, who in 1545 ſold it to the Breretons of Aſhley'; it was afterwards

for ſeveral deſcents in the family of Lowndes; in 1758 it was purchaſed of the

deviſees of Robert Lowndes Eſq. by the truſtees of Sir Peter Leiceſter Bart, father

of Sir J. F. Leiceſter Bart, the preſent proprietor. The hall of Lea, which is the

principal manſion on this eſtate, was for ſome time the reſidence of Dr. Fothergill,

the celebrated phyſician: it is now occupied by a farmer.

MINshull, in the hundred and deanery of Namptwich, lies about fix

miles N. by E. from the town of that name, and five miles S. from

Middlewich. It is a ſmall pariſh conſiſting only of one townſhip called

:Church-Minſhull, to diſtinguiſh it from Minſhull-Vernon in Middlewich. The

manor of Church-Minſhull belonged at an early period to the family of

Minſhull, the elder branch of which terminated in an heireſs, who in the

reign of Edward III. brought Church-Minſhull to the Duttons; after the death

of Lawrence Dutton Eſq. without male iſſue in 1526, this was one of the

manors allotted by award to the heirs female. In conſequence of this award

Minſhull became the inheritance of the Cholmondeley family; a younger branch

of the Minſhulls continued the male line, and reſided at Minſhull till the

death of John Minſhull Eſq. in 1654; his eſtate alſo paſſed to the Cholmondeley

family, by the marriage of his only daughter and heir with Thomas Cholmondeley

Eſq. of Wale-Royal, whoſe deſcendant ſold the manor of Church-Minſhull, with

the impropriate reëtory and advowſon of the donative, to the late Sir Richard

Brooke, of Norton, Bart.; it is now the property of his ſon the preſent baronet.

The hall is occupied by a farmer. - - -

Lea-Green-hall in this townſhip belonged to Mr. Richard Vernon, of Middle

wich, who deviſed it to Dr. Randal Crewe, re&tor of Warmincham; it was pur

chaſed of Dr. Crewe by Mr. Preſcot of Cheſter, whoſe nephew Sir George Preſ.

cot Bart, ſold it to Mr. John Done of Tarporley, the preſent owner: the hall is

mow a farm-houſe. -

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. "

Minſhull
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Minſhull was in ancient times part of the pariſh of A&ton, of which it was a

chapelry, but is now a diſtinčt pariſh and benefice: the reëtory of Minſhull, which

had belonged to the abbot and convent of Combermere, was granted ſome time

after the diſſolution in fee-farm to John Daniel', and afterwards became attached

to the manor. -

The following remarkable inſtance of longevity occurs in the regiſter of this

pariſh. “Thomas Damme of Leighton, buried the 20th of Februarie, 1649,

being of the age of ſeven ſcore and fourteene.” Leighton is a townſhip of Nant

wich, in which there are ſome crofts ſtill called Damme's crofts. - -

The Rev. Chriſtopher Minſhull in the year 1614 gave by will the intereſt of

200l. for the ſupport of a ſchool; Mr. Wilbraham of Dorfold gave the intereſt of

1ool. for the ſame purpoſe": a ſchool-houſe was built by ſubſcription in the year

1785, before which time the children were taught in the church.

MoBBERLEY, in the hundred of Bucklow and deanery of Macclesfield, lies

about three miles E. by N. from Knutsford: the pariſh contains only one townſhip.

About the year 1206, in the beginning of King John’s reign, Patrick de Mob

berley founded a priory of Auguſtine canons at this place, and endowed it with

half the rectory, and, as it is ſuppoſed, half the manor; but it is probable, that

this monaſtery, of which we have no mention in records of later date, did not

long continue, for it was proved, that Patrick de Mobberley the founder, had

only a life-intereſt (under his brother's grant) in the Mobberley eſtate, which con

fifted of a moiety of the manor and the advowſon, and continued in the deſcend

ants of his elder brother till the reign of Edward III., when Sir Ralph Mobberley

ſettled this eſtate on his nephew John Leyceſter Eſq. of Tabley; by a ſubſequent

agreement between John Leyceſter and the Domvilles, this moiety was ſettled on

John Domville and Cecily his wife (ſiſter of Sir Ralph Mobberley), on condition

that after their death one-third of the moiety ſhould deſcend to Ralph Leyceſter,

younger brother of John and his heirs; this Ralph was anceſtor of Ralph Leyceſter

Eſq. of Toft, the preſent poſſeſſor of this portion of the manor. The other two

thirds of the moiety above-mentioned, paſſed with the advowſon of the rectory

by ſucceſſive female heirs from the Domvilles to the Hulſes, Troutbecks, and

Talbots”. This eſtate is now the property of the Rev. John Holdſworth Mallory,

who is patron of the rectory; it was purchaſed by his anceſtor the Rev. Thomas

Mallory, dean of Cheſter, in the reigns of James I. and Charles I.”

Fee-farm roll in the Augmentation-office. • Harl. Mss. Nº 2103. f. 66, b.

* Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia. * Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities of the hundred of Bucklow.
-

* * * * * * * * * *
- . . ." …” *

*

7 Ibid.

The
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The other moiety of Mobberley was granted by Sir John Arderne of Aldford,

who was lord paramount of the whole, in the year 1303, to John Legh of Booths,

on condition that his daughter Maud ſhould marry the ſon of the ſaid John",

from the Leghs it paſſed by a female heir to the Radcliffes, who in the year 1606

ſold it to the Robinſons; about the latter end of the ſame century the Wrights

became poſſeſſed of this moiety, now the property of Lawrence Wright Eſq. of

Mottram-Andrew.

The tower of the pariſh-church was built in the year 1533, at the expence of

Sir John Talbot and Margaret his wife, the heireſs of Troutbeck, as appears by

an inſcription ſtill to be ſeen, wherein it is ſaid that the maſter-maſon, was

Richard Plat. In this church was formerly a grave-ſtone with the braſs figure,

in armour, of William Harriſon Eſq. who died in 1490; he is ſaid to have been

drowned in croſſing the Merſey”. A free grammar-ſchool was founded at

Mobberley in the year 1659 by the Rev. William Griffith, and endowed by him

with the intereſt of 200l. - -

MoTTRAM, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, lies on the borders of

Yorkſhire, about ſeven miles N. E. by E. from Stockport; the pariſh contains

eight townſhips, Mottram, Godley, Hatterſley, Hollinworth, or Hollingworth

Longden, or Tingetwiſel, Malley, Newton, and Staley. - -

The great lordſhip of Longden-dale, Tingetwiſel, or Tintwiſtle, which gives

name to the diſtrićt in which Mottram is ſituated, compriſes that townſhip as well

as Longden and Hollingworth; it was formerly eſteemed the paramount lordſhip of

the whole pariſh. The manor of Longden-dale, with its appendages, belonged at

an early period to the family of de Burgo or Burroughs. In the year 1311 Sir

Thomas Burroughs gave it to the Earl of Lancaſter", on whoſe attainder it was

granted to Sir Robert Holland; it continued in the Hollands and their repreſenta

tives the Lovells, till the attainder of Francis Lord Lovell in 1486. It was after

wards for many generations in the Wilbrahams of Woodhey, and is now the

property of their repreſentative Wilbraham, earl of Dyſart. The manors of

Micklehurſt and Arnfield are appendages of this eſtate. -

The pariſh-church of Mottram, which is a handſome Gothic ſtrućture, was built

about the year 1487 °. In the chancel is the monument of Reginald Bretland, ſer

jeant at law, 1703, with a recumbent figure of the deceaſed in a gown holding a roll

of papers. In the ſouth aiſle of the chancel, which belongs to the Earl of Stamford

• Colle&ions of Sir J.T. Stanley Bart., from deeds in the poſſeſſion of L. Wright Eſq.

• Harl. MSS. Nº 2151.-Church notes taken in 1595- * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Sir Edmund Shaa by his will bearing that date, bequeathed a ſum of money towards the ſtrućture.

5 23
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as repreſentative of the Staleys, is the monument of a knight and his lady", without

arms or inſcription, moſt probably one of the family of Staveley or Staley, which

became extinët in the reign of Edward IV". In the church-yard are ſome tombs

of the Bulkeleys.

The rectory of Mottram, the advowſon of which had been annexed to the

manor of Longdendale, came to the crown on the attainder of Lord Lovell, and

was granted by King Henry VIII. to the biſhop of Cheſter, and appropriated to

the ſee; the preſent leſſee under the biſhop is Dame Frances, relićt of the Rev.

Sir Ulithorn Wray Bart.: the biſhop of Cheſter is patron of the vicarage. Wood

head an ancient chapel of eaſe in the townſhip of Longden, ſix miles from the

pariſh-church, on the borders of Yorkſhire, was founded by Sir Edmund Shaa,

lord-mayor of London at the time of Richard's uſurpation, and endowed by him

with 41. 6t. 8d. per ann.': this chapel was in a ſtate of decay in 1662 *; in the

laſt century it was augmented with Queen Anne's bounty. In the townſhip of

Longden is a meeting-houſe of the Independents, which has been many years

eſtabliſhed. -

The free-ſchool at Mottram was founded in 1612 by Mr. Robert Garſide of

Northwich, who gave the ſum of Iool, towards its endowment; Sir Richard

Wilbraham alſo gave 1 ool. for the ſame purpoſe, with which two ſums lands at

Haughton in the pariſh of Bunbury were purchaſed, now let at 25l. per ann.

Some houſes in Mancheſter, now let at 14!. Ios. were purchaſed with the

produce of timber cut down on the Haughton eſtate in 1751 *: Robert Hyde Eſq.

gave a rent-charge of 51 per ann. to this ſchool.

The ancient family of Hollingworth held a manor in Hollingworth for many

generations under the Lovells', and afterwards under the Wilbrahams. This

eſtate having been afterwards divided, became two reputed manors; Hollingworth

Hall, which has been many years in the family of the preſent owner and occu

pier Daniel Whittle Eſq. whoſe anceſtor purchaſed of the Hollingworths; and

the old hall, which continued in the Hollingworth family till the year 1800,

* See p. 448. * The current tradition of the place for nearly two centuries has been, that

it is the monument of the Roes of Staley, but it does not appear that the family of Roe had any con

neétion with Staley, which paſſed from the Staleys by female heirs to the Aſhtons and Booths.

* Extract from Sir Edmund Shaa's will, bearing date 1487 —“I woll have two honeſt preeſtes,

don of them to ſyng his maſs and ſaye his other divine ſervice in a chapel that I have made in Longden

Dale, (in another part of the will this is called Woodhead-chapel,) in the countie of Cheſter, and

pray eſpecially for my foule and for the ſoules, &c.—and I woll that he have for his ſalarie yerely,

for evermore, the ſome of 41. 6t. 8d.” * Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 109.

* About the year 1722 the Haughton eſtate was valued at 141 per ann. and the timber on it at

135l.—Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia. As early as 19 Edw. II.

Vol. II. 4 U when
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- when it was ſold to Mr. George Hadfield the preſent proprietor, who reſides at the

hall. The earl of Dyſart, repreſentative of the Wilbrahams, deputes a game keeper

for the manor of Hollingworth as lord paramount. Thorncliffe, another reputed

manor in this townſhip, belonged for many years' to the Bretlands, and is now

the property of Thomas William Tatton Eſq. of Withenſhaw, having been

purchaſed by his anceſtor, together with ſome conſiderable eſtates in Stockport,

after the death of George Bretland Eſq. in the early part of the laſt century.

Thorncliffe-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Bretlands, is occupied by a farmer.

The manor of Godley was held formerly under the manor of Longden, by the

family of Godelegh, or Godley"; and afterwards ſucceſſively by the Baguleys,

who purchaſed of the Godleys in 1319, the Maſſeys of Sale", and the Newtons;

no manerial rights are claimed except by the Earl of Dyſart as lord paramount :

the demeſne has paſſed with Newton in the ſame manner as the Dukenfield

eſtate. - - - -

The townſhip of Hatterſey lies ſix miles N. E. by E. from Stockport; the manor

belonged before the reign of Henry III. to a family of the name of Hatterſley, by

one of whom it was conveyed to Sir Roger de Stockport; after continuing in the

Stockports about a century, it became the property of the Carringtons", from

whom it paſſed by a female heir to the Booths, and having deſcended with Dun

ham-Maſſey, belongs now to the Earl of Stamford. Bothom-Hall, or Bottom

Hall, the capital manſion of this manor, is occupied by a farmer.

* The manor of Matley having paſſed with Hatterſley is the property of the Earl

of Stamford. -

The manor of Newton was acquired in the year 1302 by Thomas de Newton,

in marriage with the daughter and heir of Thomas de Davenport"; it was pur

chaſed of the repreſentatives of Alexander Newton, the laſt heir-male of that

ancient family, who died about the year 1690, by Sir Charles Dukenfield Bart.

and has fince paſſed with the Dukenfield eſtate. -

The manor of Staley, or Staveley, held under the manor of Longden, was con

veyed to Robert de Staveley by Robert de Hough in 1318 °; from the Staveleys

it paſſed by a female heir about the year 1471 to the Aſhtons, whoſe co-heireſs

having conveyed it to the Booths", it has fince paſſed with Matley and other

eſtates in this pariſh to the Earl of Stamford. Staley-Hall is ſpoken of by Webbs

in his Itinerary of 1622, as “a fine old manor belonging to Sir George Booth;”

it is now a farm-houſe".

*

* As early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, * As early as 2. Edward II.

| Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. - * Pedigrees. * Records in the Exchequer

at Cheſter, * Villare Ceſtrieuſe. * King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 91.

S. - NANTWICH,
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NANTwickſ, or NAMprwich, in the deanery and hundred of that name, is a

confiderable market-town lying on the high road from London to Cheſter, about

one hundred and ſeventy miles from the former and twenty from the latter.

The Saxon word Pic, which we write Wich, is uſually tranſlated Vicus, and is

common to numerous places in England as well as to Nantwich, Northwich, and

Middlewich; we cannot learn that the word Wich has ever been defined as having

any meaning connected with the circumſtance of brine being found at theſe

places, and at others with the ſame termination, yet on account, it ſhould ſeem,

of the termination being common to ſeveral places where brine is found, they are

ſometimes called, in an abbreviated way, the Wichcs, and the term has been

ſometimes applied to the ſalt-pits". Nant is the Britiſh word for a brook, but the

moſt uſual diſtinčtion of this town in hiſtory and record, for ſome centuries after

the conqueſt, was Wich-Malbank, from the ancient family of Malbank, whoſe

anceſtor was one of Hugh Lupus’s barons. -

The earlieſt mention that we find of this town is in the reign of William the

Conqueror, when a battle between the Engliſh and Welſh is ſaid to have taken

place in its vicinity”; in 1133 the town was laid waſte by the Welſh': in 1146

having committed great devaſtations in Cheſhire, they were cut off at Nantwich

on their return". King Edward I. being at Nantwich in 1282, granted protećtions

to ſeveral perſons that their corn and other proviſions ſhould not be ſeized on ac

count of the approach of the Welſh army’. From this time we hear nothing

further of it in hiſtory till the period of the unhappy civil war in the ſeventeenth

century. It was firſt occupied by the Parliament and eſteemed an important

garriſon. In the month of Oétober 1642, Lord Grandiſon took poſſeſſion of it

by a coup de main, but ſoon afterwards evacuated the garriſon and joined the King

at Edgehilly. Sir William Brereton having received intimation that Sir Thomas

Aſton and Sir Vincent Corbet purpoſed to take poſſeſſion of Nantwich for the

King, marched into the town and garriſoned it again for the Parliament, fortifying

it with mud-walls and ditches. Sir Thomas made ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts

after this to gain the town; at length having been defeated in an action with

Sir William Brereton's forces, he fled with his troops to Whitchurch’.

* They are ſo called in the Survey of Domeſday. * See Collins's Peerage, edit. 1768.

Vol. vii. p. 504. ' Dugdale's Monaſticon, Vol. ii. p. 33. * Har!. MSS.

N° 2 155. f. 59. * Rot. Wall. Jo Edward 1. * Partridge's Hiſtory of Natwich.

* Vicar’s Parliamentary Chronicle, and “ Cheſhire Succeſſes,” (1642). It is ſaid in the latter

pamphlet, that Sir Vincent Corbet fled on foot and bare-headed to Over, and that Capt. Cholmon

deley, Capt. Bridgman, and 120 men were taken priſoners. This action is ſaid to have happened

on the 28th of January, 1643.

4 U 2 On
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On the 3d of Auguſt 1643, Lord Capel encamped with an army of 3000

men at Ravenmore near Nantwich, and made an attack on the town the next day,

but was repulſed". From this time Nantwich continued in the poſſeſſion of the

Parliament till the end of the war, but ſuſtained a ſevere fiege in the month of

January 1644 from Lord Byron. The town had been ſtrongly fortified, for it

appears that the labour of the earthworks coſt the ſum of 335l. 8s. 7d.": the

fiege commenced the firſt week in January “, and was carried on with much vigour;

it is ſaid that on the 17th of that month a hundred ſhots were fired into the town.

from one mount only. On the 18th there was a general aſſault from five different

quarters, but the beſiegers were every where repulſed with loſs ". Within a few

days after this, Sir Thomas Fairfax's army having joined Sir William Brereton's

feattered forces, engaged with and defeated Lord Byron beneath the walls of

Nantwich. Lord Byron retired to Cheſter, and the fiege of Nantwich was

raiſed on the 25th of January, which day was for many years diſtinguiſhed by

the name of the holly Holy-day, the townſmen celebrating it annually with much.

feſtivity, and appearing with fprigs of holly in their hats “. Nantwich church

having been made a priſon during the fiege, the thankſgiving which took place

a few days after it was raiſed, on the 3oth of January, was held in ſome houſes

fitted up for that purpoſe, becauſe the church had not then been cleanſed: on

the 13th of February there was a ſolemn thankſgiving in the church'. Nantwich

• Burghall's Diary. Hiſt, of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 921. * Partridge's Hiſtory of Nantwich.

* Burghall ſays, “on the 13th of December, and that from that time the town was wholly without.

a ſupply of proviſions, for that no markets could be kept.”

* Hiſtory of Nantwich. Burghall in his Diary ſays, “Thurſday morning at break of day they

itrongly attacked the town on every ſide, and the ſoldiers and townſmen as ſtoutly defended themſelves.

for an hour or more; very great valour was ſhewa on both fides, but at laſt the enemy, fled away as fatt

as they could, leaving the ſcaling-ladders and wooden kids they had brought with them, ſome

arms, and a hundred dead bodies behind, whereof Captain Sandford was one.” Hiſtory of Cheſhire,

$vo. Vol. ii. p. 928. This captain Sandford, who appears to have done much execution in Ireland

with his muſqueteers, or, as he called them, his firelocks, addreſſed letters to the garriſons at

Hawarden and Nantwich, in which he attempted to intimidate them with the terror of his name.

In the letter addreſſed to the garriſon at Nantwich, he ſays, “You now ſee my battery is fixed, from.

whence fire ſhall eternally viſit you day and night, to the terror of your old and females, and the

conſumption of your thatched houſes; believe mae gentlemen, I have laid by my former delays, and .

am now reſolved to batter, burn, and ſtorm you ; my firelocks you know have done great feats,

both by day and night; and hourly we will not fail of our private viſits to you; you have not as yet

received any alarms, wherefore expe&t ſuddenly to hear from my battery and approaches, before the

Welſh-Row.” Hiſtory of Nantwich, p. 69. Captain Sandford's letter to the governor of Hawardens

caſtle is printed in Mr. Pennant's Tour to Wales, Vol. i. p. 101.

: Partridge. : Burghall's Diary. Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 945,

3 W33
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was diſgarriſoned by the Parliament on the 15th of January 1646 F. After the

defeat of the Scottiſh army under the Duke of Hamilton, the Duke fled with

3050 horſe to Nantwich". Colonel Harriſon, a celebrated officer in the Par

Iiament army, and one of the regicides, was the ſon of a butcher in this

toWn.

Nantwich has been more than once the vićtim of fire and peſtilence. In 1438

we are told that this town was lamentably conſumed by fire": a ſimilar calamity

befel it in 1583, in which year, on the 10th of December, “chaunced,” as it is

expreſſed in the pariſh regiſter, “a moſt terrible and vehement fyre, beginninge

at the water-lode, about fix of the clock at nighte in a kitchen by brewinge. The

wynde beinge very boyſterouſe, encreaſed the ſaid fire, whiche verie vehementlie

burned and conſumed in the ſpace of fifteen houres ſix hundred bayes of buyld

inges, and coulde not be ſtayed neither by laboure nor pollice, which I thoughte

good to comende unto the poſteritie as a favoureable puniſhment of the Almightie

in deſtroyinge the buyldinges and goodes onelie, but ſparinge the lyves of manye

people, which, confideringe the tyme, ſpace, and perill, were in great jopardie,

yet by God's mercie but onelie two perſones that periſhed by fyre.”

“By Allen Wrighte, whoe ſawe the ſaid fire and wrote this.” The damage

was computed at 30,000!". In 1585, we find the following entry: “This yeare

paſſed, oure moſte noble Queen Elizabeth, (whome God longe preſerve, of her

royalle and princilie bountie graunted a commiſſion, under her owne hande, to

make a general colle&tion throughoute all her realme of Englande, for the re

edifyinge agayne off this towne of Namptwich, whiche liberalitie was colle&ed

in the yeare above-ſaide, and in this yeare followinge.” On the 23d of December.

1586, was buried John Maſterſon Gent. “one of the four commiſſioners for

collection:” the epitaph of this gentleman, who was of a very ancient and

reſpectable family in Nantwich', attributes the ſucceſs of the colle&tion, and the

ſpeedy building of the town, almoſt wholly to his exertions". Many of the

edifices.

* Burghall’s Diary, Vol. ii. p. 932. * Heath’s Chronicle, * Partridge's Hiſtory of.

Nantwich. * Ibid. * See p. 7 io.

* The following lines are extrađed from the epitaph.

“ This diſmal day canicular one this teenth of December;

Your towne was burnde, your frende did die, that was your chiefeſt membre,

Your extreame loſſe he did repaire, he wyp’t your teares away,

But now youre glorie and your gaine ſhall be no more your ſtay,

When this pore towne to aſhes felle, dévour'd with firie flame,

By pittie moved, he found the way howe to repaire the ſame,

Who:
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edifices then erected remain to this day, and give the town a ſingular and rather

gloomy appearance; the timber, which is intermixed with lath and plaſter in

various patterns, being painted black.

In 1587, as appears by an entry in the pariſh regiſter, the town of Nantwich

was viſited “with a kynde of frenzie, or madde ague, of which diſeaſe there dyed

the yeare aforeſaide about ſeaveliſcore and odde perſones.” In 1506 was a great

mortality, “introduced by George Fallowes, late come from Cales in Spain,

with the Earl of Eſſex; he was the firſt who died in the town.” In 1604 the

plague carried off between four and five hundred of the inhabitants; this town,

nevertheleſs, was free from infection ſooner than Cheſter, on which account the

aſſizes were adjourned hither.

The only royal viſit with which Nantwich is known to have been honoured,

was from King James I., who was entertained by Mr. Wilbraham of the Towns.

end in 1617. He arrived on the 25th of Auguſt, on which day he viſited the

brine-pits, and ſaw the proceſs of making ſalt; next day being Sunday, he heard

a ſermon from Mr. Dod, archdeacon of Richmond, whom he appointed one of

his chaplains in ordinary, and an oration from one of the ſcholars of the

ſchool".

The market at Nantwich has been held from time immemorial; the market-day

is Saturday; it has of late years been diſuſed as a corn-market, but is abundantly

ſupplied with proviſions °; and from Candlemas to July, has a good ſhow of cows

and pigs. The Earl of Cholmondeley is entitled to the toll of cattle, roots, and

fruit; and Lord Crewe to the toll of corn and fiſh, as attached to their reſpective

rights in the manor. In the year 1282, Robert Burnell, biſhop of Bath and Wells,

Whoe by the grace of our good Queene, and nobles of the land,

This poore towne was builte up againe in ſtate as it dothe flande ;

The timber had els growing in woods, which nowe ſweet dwellings are,

Soe had the ſeatts and plotts of ground, remained to this day bare:

Had he not bin, this towne had bin, no towtie, as now it is,

That which he had he did procure, the travaille all was his :

The livinge and the unborne tow, and all that ſhall ſucceede,

The roofs, and walls, ſhall blaſe his fame, for this his worthy deede :

His endleſs labour in this caſe deſerves an endleſſe crowne,

With goulden garlands of great thankes, and wreaths of high renown.”

* Webb's Itinerary in King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 70. -

° It appears that the market at Nantwich was in a very declining ſtate in the reign of Henry VIII.

Leland, after enumerating Nantwich among the market towns of Cheſhire, adds, “it is no market.”

Itin. VII. p. 30.

had
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had a grant of a fair for three days, in his manor of Nantwich ", on the feſtival

of St. Bartholomew, which is ſtill held; and there at: two other fairs, March

26th, and December 15th.

The town of Nantwich is governed by conſtables and other officers, as leave.

lookers, whoſe office it is to inſpect the markets; ale-taſters, fire lookers, and

channel-lookers: the wallers, whoſe office it was to regulate the ſalt-works, have

been diſuſed ſince that manufacture has been on the decline.

The brine-pits at this place are of great antiquity, and for many centuries were a

ſource of very extenſive commerce “. King Henry III., to diſtreſs the Welſh, who

carried on a great traffic in th’s article, ordered the brine-pits to be filled up,

which proved a temporary check to the trade of the town : on the return of

peace they were again opened, and continued for many years to be the increaſing

ſource of wealth and employment to the inhabitants'. In the reign of Henry VIII,

there were, according to Leland , three hundred ſalt-works ; in the early part of

ueen Elizabeth's reign they were reduced to two hundred and ſixteen; ſome of

theſe belonged to the crown, ſome to the Earl of Derby, ſome to the Wilbrahams,

Egertons, Maſterſons, and other principal families of the town and county.

In 1624 they appear to have been farther reduced in number, nearly one-half:

in conſequence of pits of a ſtronger quality having been diſcovered in other parts

of the county, where the advantage of water-carriage has been ſuperior, the

ſalt-manufacture has from time to time been declining, and there is now only

one ſalt-work in the place.

In 1734 an ačt of Parliament was obtained for making the river Weever

navigable to Nantwich, but it was never carried into execution. The Cheſter

canal, which was completed in 1778, comes within a quarter of a mile of the

toWI).

* Harl. MSS. 2038. f. 149, b. See p. 706.

* Hugh de Malbank in his charter to the monks of Combermere grants them the tithe of his ſalt,

of his own ſalt-pits, and thoſe which belonged to others; and the ſalt of Bleſſed Mary the Virgin; ,

and ſalt on Friday, and ſalt for the abbot's table, as freely as he had it at his own board. See King's

Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 64.

* Mr. Partridge in his Hiſtory of Nantwich ſays, “Enriched by the profits, and gratefully ſenſible.

of the benefits accruing from the ſaline ſprings, which ſo copiouſly flow around Nantwich, every

Aſcenſion-day our pious anceſtors ſung a hymn of thanſgiving for the blºſing of the brine, That

ancient ſalt-pit, called the Old Biat, (ever held in great veneration by the towns-people,) was on that

day bedecked and adorned with green boughs, flowers and ribbands, and the young people had

muſic and danced round it; which cuſtom of dancing, and adorning the pit, continued till a very few.

years ago.” Hiſtory of Nantwich, 1774, p. 59, 6o. ! Itin. V. p. 92.

According
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According to the returns made to Parliament, under the population ačt

in 1801, there were then eight hundred and twenty-four houſes in the town

of Nantwich, of which ſixty-fix wele uninhabited , the number of inhabitants

was three thouſand four hundred and fixty-three, of whom one thouſand four

hundred and thirty-four are ſtated to have been employed in trade, manu

factures, or handicraft. There are now not more than fix perſons employed

in the ſalt works: there is an extenſive cotton-manufacture belonging to Mr.

Bott, which employs a great number of hands; excluſively of theſe, the principal

mechanic employment of the labouring claſs is the making gloves and ſhoes

for exportation. The inhabitants of Nantwich are exempt from ſerving on

juries out of the town, or in the town, if aſſociated with ſtrangers: this privilege

was proved in the reign of Edward the Third to have been poſſeſſed from time

immemorial",

The quarter-ſeſſions for the county were formerly held once a-year at Nantwich:

in 1720 a town-hall, with a ſeſſions-room over was built; towards the expence

of which King George II., being then prince of Wales, contributed 6ool, but it

was ſo badly conſtrućted that a great part of it fell down in 1737 on a market

day, “by which accident nine or ten perſons loſt their lives, and many others were

terribly bruiſed and hurt.” Some years afterwards, whilſt the juſtices were

holding their ſeſſions, the court was alarmed with a ſudden craſh, and the

fabric being expećted every moment to fall, many perſons were much hurt

amid the hurry and confuſion in which they quitted the hall. Theſe ac

cidents and alarms are ſaid to have been the occaſion of the removal of

the ſeſſions from Nantwich to Knutsford, which took place about the year

1760 *.

'i. pariſh of Nantwich is divided into five townſhips, Nantwich, Alvaſion,

Leighton, Willoſion, and Wolftanwood.

The manor of Nantwich was given by Hugh Lupus, with ſeveral others, to his

relation William de Maldebeng, or Malbank, whom he made one of his barons.

Having fixed his chief ſeat in this town, where he built a caſtle, his barony was

called that of Wich-Malbank: Hugh de Malbank, the ſecond baron, gave a fourth

part of the whole barony (comprehending a fourth part of the manor of Nantwich,

and ſeveral other manors) to the abbey of Combermere, of which he was founder.

William de Malbank, the third baron, died in the reign of Edward I., without

iſſue male, leaving three daughters, Philippa, Auda, and Eleanor, between whom

* There are now ſcarcely any unoccupied. * Partridge's Hiſtory of Nantwich. * Ibid.

º the
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the barony was divided". Philippa the elder married Thomas Lord Baſſet of

Hedington, by whom ſhe had three daughters, Philippa, Joan, and Alice;

Philippa married Henry Newburgh Earl of Warwick, and died without iſſue; her

portion of the barony, called to this day the Counteſs of Warwick’s fee, or the

ſerjeancy of the Counteſs of Warwick, to which the caſtle was attached , came

to the crown, and was granted by King Edward I. in 1277, to Randal de Merton,

who having the ſame year conveyed it to the family of Praers", it paſſed with

other eſtates by female heirs to the Foulſhurſts. Joan, ſecond daughter of Thomas

Lord Baſſet, married Reginald Valletort, and afterwards William de Courteney,

but died without iſſue; ſhe gave her portion of the barony to the family of

Samford, or Sandford". Alice, third daughter of Thomas Lord Baſſet, married

John Lord Biſet'; her portion of the barony, partly by gift, and partly by pur

y The portion of the barony allotted to Philippa, confiſted of one-third of the manor of Wich

Malbank, or Nantwich, with the caſtle; one-third of Newhall, Aſton-juxta-Hurleſton, Aëton,

Haſlington, Coole, and Wolſtanwood; befides rents and ſervices in Barthomley, Crewe, Leighton,

Aſton-Mondrem, Cholmondeſton, Stoke, Landecan; two parts of Tranmoll, Buerton, Alvaſton,

Church-Minſhull, Wiſtaſton, Rope, Willaſton, White-Poole, Norbury, Wirſwall, Rowe-Shotwick,

and Thingwall. This portion of the barony became ſub-divided among the daughters and co

heireſſes of the ſaid Philippa; the elder daughter, Philippa, who married Henry Earl of Warwick,

had the caſtle.

The portion of Auda, the ſecond daughter of William de Malbank, conſiſted of one-third of

Nantwich, Coole, and Wolſtanwood, Hurleſton, and Aéton, and two parts of Haflington; befides

rents and ſervices in Audlem, Hankelow, Tittenley, Marbury, Baddiley, Fadiley, Brindley, Burland,

Edlaſton, Barrets-Poole, Stapeley, Weſton, Wybunbury, Hough, Shavington, Walgherton, Church

Coppenhall, Henhull, Alſager, Wigſterſon, Penſby, and one-third of Chorlton: this portion alſo

was ſubdivided between co-heireſſes. . .

Eleanor, the younger daughter of William de Malbank, had for her portion of the barony, one

third of Coole and Wolſtanwood; two parts of Newhall, Aſton juxta-Hurleſton, Aćton, and Hurle

flon; befides rents and ſervices in Bechton, Haſſall, Worleſton, Wrenbury, Chorley, Barksford,

Monk's-Coppenhall, Over-Bebington, two parts of Barnſton, Badington, Bromhall, Sound,

Alſtanton, Bartherton, Chorlton, Teverton, and one-half of Wardhull.

* It ſeems that the caſtle was at a later period purchaſed by the Lovells, and attached to their

'ſhare of the barony, fince it appears that it was alienated by Lord Paget to William Fletcher,

with that part of the barony which had belonged to the Lovells; See p. 707.

* This was proved in the plea to a quo warranto, Temp. Hen. VII. See Harl. MSS. N° 2115.

f. 186. It appears that in the fixteenth year of Edw. I., Thomas de Crewe had a third part of the

ſerjeancy which had belonged to the counteſs of Warwick, conſiſting of one knight's fee.

Woodnoth’s Colle&ions, p. 28. & f. 265. b. This afterwards paſſed to the Praers family by marriage.

* Dodſworth's Colle&tions, Bodl. Lib. xxxix. f. 151. Some MSS. make Alice Baſſet marry Sir

John Sandford, but this appears to be erroneous; others ſuppoſe the Sandfords to have poſſeſſed their

ſhare of the barony by gift from Philippa, Counteſs of Warwick. (See Woodnoth’s Colle&tions,

f. 262. b.); but this is dire&ly contrary to the beſt evidences, and is partly correóted in the ſame

colle&tions, f. 265, 266. : Dugdale's Baronage, I, 632.

Vol. II. 4 X chaſe
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chaſe from her repreſentatives", became the property of Robert Burnell, biſhop of

Bath and Wells, and was inherited by the Lovells ‘, who purchaſed another

portion of the barony", which had paſſed by marriage from the Sandfords to the

family of Browning . On the attainder of Francis Viſcount Lovell, his ſhare of

this barony was granted to Sir William Stanley, and having been again forfeited

to the crown by his attainder, was granted in tail male to Sir Anthony Browne,

and afterwards to William Lord Paget".

• Auda, the ſecond daughter of William de Malbank, married Warin de Vernon,

Baron of Shipbrooke; their ſon, Warin, left a ſon of the ſame name, who died

without iſſue, and three daughters, between whom this portion of the barony

was ſubdivided : Margaret, the elder daughter, left two co-heireſſes, one of

theſe brought a ſmall ſhare of the barony to the Leftwich family, who poſſeſſed

it many years; the other daughter's ſhare paſſed again into the Vernon family,

and from them by marriage to the Savages; Auda, ſecond daughter of Warin

Vernon above-mentioned, married William Stafford, whoſe ſon ſold his portion

of the barony to the St. Pierres'; this portion was afterwards in the Mainwarings

of Carincham : Roſe, younger daughter of Warin Vernon, married John

Littlebury, whoſe ſon ſold his ſhare of the barony of Nantwich to John de

Wetenhall “; this ſhare became again ſub-divided between two co-heireſſes of

Wetenhall, one of whom brought her ſhare to the Ardernes', the other, ſuc

ceſſively to the Bromhalls and Davenports".

Eleanor, the younger daughter of William de Malbank, who died unmarried,

conveyed her ſhare of the barony of Nantwich to Henry de Audley, Hugh de Paſcy,

and others", in truſt as it appears for Audley and his heirs. This ſhare became

ſub-divided between the co-heirs of the Audley family, and paſſed to the families

of Touchet, (afterwards Barons Audley,) and Fitz-Warren; the portion which

* Alice Baſſet is ſaid to have had three daughters, Ela, who married John Wotton, and had her

portion in Worceflerſhire, but no ſhare of the Cheſhire eſtates; Margaret married to John de Ripariis,

and Iſabel married to Hagh de Pleſfixis. (Woodnoth's Collections, f. 262. b.) John de Ripariis, and

Philip de Pleſfitis conveyed eſtates, parcel of the barony of Wich-Malbank, to Robert Burnell, biſhop,

of Bath and Wells. (Ibid. f. 263, 264.)

* Matilda, daughter and eventually ſole heireſs of Sir Philip Burnell, who inherited the biſhop's

eſtates, married John Lowell.

* It was conveyed by William Browning of Melbury in Dorſetſhire to the Lovella, in exchange for.

a rent-charge on a manor in Wiltſhire. Dodſworth's Colle&tions, Bodl. Lib. xxxix. f. 157.

Sir Lawrence Sandford, who died without male iſſue, ſeiſed of a portion of the barony of

Wich-Malbank, left an only daughter, married, firſt to John Maltravers and afterwards to Alexander

de Venables; by her firſt huſband ſhe had two daughters, co-heireſſes, one of whom married Sir Alan.

Cheney, and died without iſſue; the other married William Browning. Dodſworth’s Colle&tions, and

Harl. MSS. Nº 2038. * Harl. MSS. N° 1967., and Records in the Augmentation-office. .

• Hari. MSS. Nº. 2038. f. 14o, b. * Ibid. Ibid. " Ibid. " Harl. MSS. N* 2038.

belonged:
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belonged to the latter, paſſed in marriage to the Bourchiers, Lords Fitz-Warren,

and Earls of Bath.

In the year 1597, Sir Hugh Cholmondeley died ſeiſed of the greater part of

the barony of Nantwich *; he had purchaſed the caſtle and fite of the barony

in 1556 of Robert Fletcher, to whom it had been conveyed by Lord Paget';

he had purchaſed Audley fee, and the Counteſs of Warwick’s fee, of Robert

Foulſhurſt in 1574; a part of what had belonged to the Vernons, the ſame year

of Thomas Stanley, to whom it had been conveyed juſt before by Sir John

Savage; and a ſmall portion the following year of Ralph Leftwich " : in 1619,

Sir Robert Cholmondeley purchaſed that part of the barony, which had been

inherited by the Fitz-Warrens and Bourchiers, of William Bourchier, Earl of

Bath, and in 1624 a part of what had formerly been in the Vernons, of Sir

William Davenport of Bramhall'. All theſe eſtates, except Audley fee, and

the Counteſs of Warwick’s fee, which have been long in the Crewe family, and are

now the property of Lord Crewe, have continued in the Cholmondeley family,

and are now the property of George James Earl of Cholmondeley, whoſe colla

teral anceſtors, Sir Robert Cholmondeley and Hugh Cholmondeley Eſq. were

ſeverally created barons of Wich-Malbank in 1645 and 1689; the laſt creation

was with remainder to the patentee's brother, George, great grand-father of the

preſent Earl of Cholmondeley, and Baron of Wich-Malbank'.

There are now no remains of the caſtle at Nantwich, which ſtood near the

Welſh-bridge; it had been in ruins before the reign of Henry VII. when the

ſtones were removed, and made uſe of for the purpoſe of enlarging the ſouth

tranſept of the pariſh church, called Kingſley's aiſle, to which Lord Audley, then

one of the lords of the manor, is ſaid to have been a benefačtor'. The ſite of

the caſtle is the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley.

The fourth part of the barony of Wich-Malbank, which had been given by the

barons of Wich-Malbank, to the abbot and convent of Combermere", remained

annexed to that monaſtery, till its diſſolution, and not long afterwards paſſed, either

by grant or purchaſe, to the Wilbrahams of Woodhey : it is called the abbot’s fee,

and is now, by inheritance from the Wilbrahams, the property of the Earl of Dyſart.

* It is ſtated in the inquiſition, that he died ſeiſed of Lovell's ſhare of the barony, Audley’s,

Savage’s, Fouſhurſt's, Leftwich's, and Mainwaring's of Carincham: this laſt mentioned portion,

being one-tighteenth of the barony, had belonged to Thomas Stafford and Iſabella his wife, daughter

of Sir William Bago', to whom it appears to have been conveyed by the Lovells. (Harl. MSS.

N° 2077. f. 40). Sir Hugh Cholmondeley had thirty parts out of thirty-fix of the barony ; the other

ſix parts, (which were afterwards purchaſed as ſtated above, by Sir Robert Cºolmondeley), belonged

then to the Earl of Bath, and Mr. Davenport of Bramhall.

• Harl. MSS. N° 1967. * Ibid. * Ibid. * See a farther account

of the titles of the Cholmondeley family, p. 351. * Partridge. * See p. 7c4. -

4 X 2 An
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*

An eſtate within this barony, called St. John of Jeruſalem's fee, having belonged

to the knights hoſpitallers of St. John of Jeruſalem, was for ſome time in the

family of Wilbraham", afterwards in the Leghs of Booths, and belongs now to

Sir John Chetwode Bart. -

The Barony of Wich-Malbank appears to have had a very wide juriſdićtion,

extending not only into many neighbouring townſhips, but alſo into ſeveral of

thoſe in the pariſh of Bunbury, and ſome in the hundred of Wirral".

The church, which is a ſpacious and beautiful Gothic ſtructure', is built in the

form of a croſs, and has a handſome očtagonal tower, with battlements, and

pinnacles. In the chancel is the tomb of John Maſterſon (before-mentioned),

with the effigies of himſelf and his lady, cut on ſtone; in the nave, a wooden

tablet of Thomas Church Gent., who died in 1634, with portraits of himſelf

and his wife, painted on board; in the ſouth tranſept, memorials of the

Wilbrahams, and a mutilated effigy, in mail armour, ſaid to have been that of

Sir David Cradock”. In the north tranſept is the burial-place of the Wickſted

family, and a neat tablet in memory of Samuel Stanton, manager of a company

of comedians, who died in 1797. There are memorials alſo in the two tranſepts

and in the nave, for the families of Davenport, Minſhull, Wetenhall, and Wright.

There was formerly a grave-ſtone with a braſs figure of Sir John Griffin, who

died in 1490°. Mr. Partridge mentions the monument of John Crewe of

Nantwich Gent.", father of Sir Randle Crewe, which was taken down when the

fouth gallery was erected: over the porch is a parochial library, conſiſting chiefly

of books of divinity, and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. -

, It has been matter of doubt how long Nantwich has been eſteemed a ſeparate

pariſh, independent of A&on; Sir Peter Leyceſter calls it a parochial chapel,

but Mr. Partridge contends that it was from a very early period eſteemed a pariſh

church: he ſays that in a deed prior to the reign of Richard II, it is called,

* Harl. MSS. N° 2010. * Ibid. Nº 1967. –The barony of Wich-Malbank is ſtated to

have compriſed the townſhips of Aëton, Alſager, Alſtanton, Alvaſton, Aſton, Aſton-in Mondrem,

Audlem, Baddiley, Badington, Bartherton, Barthomley, Basford, Over-Bebington, Beeſton, Brindley,

Bromhall, Buerton, Bunbury, Burland, two-thirds of Chettleton, Cholmondeſton, Chorley, Church

Coppenhall, Monk’s-Coppenhall, Coole, Crewe, Edlaſton, Fadiley, Hankelow, Haſlington, Haſſalſ,

Hatherton, Henhull, Hough, Hurleſton, Leighton, Wich-Malbank, Marbury, Church-Minſhull,

Newhall, Norbury, Barret's-Poole, White-Poole, Rowe-Shotwick, Shavington, Soond, Stapeley,

Stoke, two-thirds of Teverton, Thingwall, Tittenley, two-thirds of Tranmol, Weſton, Wirſwall,

Wiſłafton, Woolſtanwood, Worleſton, Wrenbury, and half of Wardle.

* See farther mention of it, p. 440. * Partridge’s Hiſtory of Nantwich.

* Harl. MSS. N° a 151. * The inſcription is preſerved in Dugdale’s Viſitation ; he

is deſcribed to be deſcended from the ancient family of Crewe of Crewe, and to have married Alice

Mainwaring. -

• 3 Eccleſia

*
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Eccleſia de Vico Mallanco, and that the words totius parochiae occur in the ſame

deed, and that another deed (of 1461) mentions the church of our bleſſed Lady

of Wich-Malbank “. It is certain that in the endowment of Aéton-church *, bear

ing date 1285, it is expreſsly deſcribed as a chapel dependent upon Aćton, the

vicar of which pariſh was obliged to ſupport the chaplain at his own expence;

and we have no evidence of any change having taken place in its conſtitution; on

the contrary, it is certain that Nantwich was never preſented to as a pariſh-church,

until the year 1677, which was after the publication of Sir Peter Leyceſter’s work;

Gabriel Stringer was then inſtituted to the pariſh-church of Nantwich, and ad

mitted perpetual curate of the ſame, on the donation of John Crewe Eſq. of Crewe,

then patron. Some years before this, in 1639, Mrs. Margaret Woodnoth and

Mrs. Elizabeth Davenport gave by deed ſeveral ſmall tithes" for the uſe of a

preaching miniſter at Nantwich. In the year 1719 the ſum of 400 l. having been

obtained by ſubſcription and Queen Anne's bounty, the corn tithes of Alvaſton

and Nantwich-Willaſton were purchaſed as an augmentation of the benefice'.

Theſe tithes produced in 1778 only 4ol, per ann. but have been ſomewhat im

proved by the incloſure of Beam-heath.

There was formerly a chapel in Welſh-row near the bridge, dedicated to

- St. Anne, of which there are now no remains". The Quakers, Methodiſts, and

Preſbyterians have meeting-houſes at Nantwich; a large chapel was built by the

Methodiſts in the late Mr. Weſley’s conne&tion in 1868.

Mr. Webb in his Itinerary of Cheſhire (written in the year 1622, and printed

in King's Vale-Royal) remarks that at each of the five entrances of Nantwich

there was a gentleman's ſeat; in Welſh-row that of the Wilbraham family; in

Beam-ſtreet one that had belonged to the Mainwarings", and was then the ſeat of

Sir Dudley Norton; in Hofpital-ſtreet that of Mr. Randal Church; in Pillory

ſtreet that of the Maſterſon family; and in Barker or Mill-ſtreet that of the

Wrights". Town’s-end, the ſeat of the Wilbrahams, ſtill belongs to George

Wilbraham Eſq. of Delamere, who is the repreſentative of that branch of the

* There is a deed of this date of the ſtewards of the gild in St. Mary’s church at Nantwich,

among the Harleian MSS. N° 2074. f. 166. * In the regiſtry at Lichfield.

* * By a return of Mr. George Smith, then reëtor of Nantwich, to Biſhop Gaſtrell in 1717, theſe

tithes appear to have been of very ſmall value; the whole benefice was then but about 27 l. per ann.

* Hm rô90 Peter Lancaſter was inſtituted to this benefice as a rečtory, which ſtyle has been con

tinued in ſucceeding inſtitutions, and the incumbents have been ever ſince called re&tors of Nantwich.

* Partridge’s Hiſtory of Nantwich, p. 11. and Harl. MSS. N° 2,074. f. 166.

* The Mainwarings of Nantwich were an illegitimate branch of the Mainwarings of Peover.

: Partii. p. 71.

family ;
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family; it is now in a ſtate of dilapidation. The manſion which had been Sir

I)udley Norton's, was afterwards a houſe of correction "; it was purchaſed ſome

years ago by John Crewe Eſq. (now Lord Crewe), who pulled it down and built

'alms-houſes on the ſite. Mr. Church’s manſion belongs to his repreſentative,

Church Norcop Eſq. of Tunſtall in Shropſhire, and is in the occupation of Mr.

John Berks. Mr. Maſterſon's houſe has been taken down by Mr. Capper the

preſent proprietor of the ſite, and rebuilt.

The ancient family of Maſterſon, or Maiſterſon, may be traced by their pe

digree to have been reſident at Nantwich as early as the reign of Edward I.

Thomas Maſterſon diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his military proweſs in the reign of

Edward III. ; he accompanied the Black Prince in his expedition into Spain; at

the battle of Shrewſbury he fought on the King's fide, and ſo far diſtinguiſhed

himſelf, that his houſe at Nantwich was in revenge plundered by the Percys,

and after a long ſuit he at length obtained from King Henry V. a penſion of Iol.

per ann. for his loſſes and ſervices: he attained a great age, and died in the

reign of Henry VI."; his ſon Richard was ſteward to the Duke of Exeter.

Thomas Maſterſon, great grandſon of Richard, was ſlain at Flodden-field, and

his eldeſt ſon at the ſame time taken priſoner. Mrs. Frances Maſterſon, a maiden

lady, was buried at Nantwich in 1799, at the age of ninety-ſix: the preſent male

repreſentative of the family reſides in London. A younger branch of the Crewes

of Soond; a branch of the Wetenhalls; the Haſſalls; the Walthalls"; the

Wrights, moſt of which are now extinét, were ſettled at Nantwich for ſeveral

generations. Henry Mainwaring Wetenhall, Eſq. a lineal deſcendant of the family

of that name, lately reſident at Nantwich, took the name of Mainwaring on ſuc

ceeding to the eſtate of the Mainwarings of Peover, and has been recently created

a baronet”. - -

There was an ancient hoſpital in Nantwich, with a free chapel dedicated to

St. Nicholas", founded by the Lovell family, in whom the advowſon was veſted’;

it is probable that this was the chapel, for which, in 1404, a licence was obtained.

Mr. Partridge ſpeaks of a hoſpital for lepers, dedicated to St. Lawrence", and

a priory, which was a cell to the abbey of Combermere, both in the Welſh-row ;

* After Lady Norton’s death it belonged to the Dods of Edge, of whom it was purchaſed by

Robert Wright, the latter was the poſſeſſor of it in 1666.-Harl. MSS. N° 2010. , -

* Harl. MSS. N° 21 19. f. 84. 5, * New-hall, the ſeat of the Walthalls, was deſtroyed

during the ſiege of Nantwich.-Harl. MSS. N° 2010. * See p. 354, and p. 368. -

* There is an inſtitution to the hoſpital or free chapel of St. Nicholas at Nantwich, in the biſhop of

Lichfield’s regiſtry, bearing date 1506. . . . " Harl. MSS. N° 2974. f. 166, and N° 2038. f. 137.

* See alſo Harl. MSS. Nº 2074, and N* 2038. f. 137, where we find from the inquiſition taken

after the death of Fr. Lord Lovell, that his family had one-third of the advowſon of this hoſpital.

- but
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but he ſays that ſome ſuppoſe them to be the ſame', and he acknowledges that

the arms of Nantwich-Priory, as given in King's Vale-Royal, (two crutches in ſal

tier,) ſeem to allude to an hoſpital. -

Sir Roger Wilbraham in 1613 founded an alms-houſe in Welſh-row for fix poor

men, four of Nantwich and two of Aéton, and endowed it with a rent-charge of 20l.

per ann. to which 41, was afterwards added, iſſuing out of certain leads-walling,

or ſalt works, which being not long afterwards diſuſed, his daughter Elizabeth,

the wife of Sir Thomas Wilbraham Bart., gave a meadow in the townſhip of

Henhull, containing about nine acres of land, for its better ſupport. The alms

men receive 21, per ann. each, have ſhoes every year, and gowns and caps once in

two years. - -

Sir Edmund Wright, alderman of London", founded in the year 1637 an alms

houſe or hoſpital, for ſix poor men, not to be admitted under fifty-ſix years of

age, to receive 4l, per ann, each, and a warm grey gown faced with red, every

other year, to be members of the church of England, and preference to be given

to the name of Wright, if natives of Nantwich; this hoſpital was endowed by the

founder with 32.1 per ann. payable out of a farm in the pariſh of Hillingdon in

Middleſex. Mrs. Chorlton, one of the daughters of Sir Edmund Wright, gave

in the year 1703 the ſum of Iool, and in 1704 a farther ſum of Iool. for the

purpoſe of increaſing the number of penſioners in this alms-houſe. With this

money and 30l. added by the town, a field" was purchaſed, now let at 381, per

ann. In conſequence of this benefaction four widows were added to this eſta

bliſhment in 1713, and a fifth in 1784. It is remarkable, that in the year 1661.

the fix alms-men contributed two ſhillings each to Margaret Salmon, the founder's

niece, to relieve her neceſſities, and agreed to give her a further allowance of

five ſhillings a quarter.

An alms-houſe for ſeven poor perſons, ſituated in Beam-ſtreet, was built in the

year 1767, purſuant to the intentions of Sir Thomas Crewe, Serjeant at law,

who died in 1633, and Sir John Crewe of Utkinton, who died in 1711, the

former having given certain rent-charges for the purpoſe of ſuch a foundation,

* One of Mr. Partridge's reaſons for ſuppoſing them to have been diſtinét, namely, that a priory

and a lazar-houſe are different things (See Hiſtory of Nantwich, p. 13.), is by no means concluſive:

the ſuperior of a hoſpital for lepers is frequently ſtyled in ancient charters the prior, and the exiſtence

of ſuch hoſpital has in many inſtances cauſed traditions of monaſteries where there was never any

foundation of the kind.

" He was made lord-mayor of London by the Parliament in 1641, after they had diſplaced Sir

William Aéton; Sir Edmund's ſon-in-law, Sir James Harrington, was one of the judges of King

Charles I, . : Containing about eight ſtatute acres. -

I , - and
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and the latter having augmented the endowment with the bequeſt of lands in

Wardle, called the Park-ridings, which in 1710 were of the yearly value of 101.

or upwards: the penſioners in this alms-houſe receive 6l. per ann. each.

An alms-houſe in Welſh-row for fix widows was founded in 1676 by Roger

Wilbraham Eſq. and endowed with 241 per ann. The ſame Roger Wilbraham

in the year 1705 founded another alms-houſe, ſituated alſo in the Welſh-row, for

two old maids, and endowed it with lands and money producing in 1786, 6l. per

ann.” Randle Wilbraham Eſq. in 1721 gave an augmentation of 31, per ann.

to the widows’ alms-houſe, and 13s. 4d. to that of the old maids. The pen

iſioners in both the laſt mentioned alms-houſes now receive the ſame allowance,

17s. a quarter each, gowns, and a certain proportion of fuel.

Mrs. Ermine Delves, by deed bearing date September 5, 1722, gave ſome

houſes in Barker-ſtreet, and two houſes and a barn in Love-lane, for the purpoſe

of erecting and endowing an hoſpital for four poor men, natives of Nantwich, and

their wives, who are reſpectively to be of the age of fifty years or upwards, of

honeſt life and converſation, and members of the church of England, to be go

verned by the ſame rules and orders as Sir Edmund Wright's hoſpital, except

what related to the name and kindred of Wright. The ſame lady by her will

bearing date 1728, gave a rent-charge of 31 per ann. to a poor ſingle woman,

being a native of Nantwich, of the age of forty years at the leaſt, and otherwiſe

qualified as the penſioners of her hoſpital. Mr. Matthew Meakin, by his will

bearing date April 19, 1738, gave the ſum of 200l. to the truſtees of Sir Edmund

Wright's hoſpital, for the purpoſe of maintaining a poor man and his wife. Some

fields were purchaſed with this money, now let at 27 l. 5s. per ann. In conſe

quence of ſome former arrears of this charity, and that of Mrs. Delves, which

have been conſolidated, the truſtees have been enabled to purchaſe ſix dwelling

houſes in Love-lane for the reſidence of poor men and their wives, and to allow

to the penſioners of each houſe the annual ſum of 51. In the year 1794, Miſs

Walker gave the ſum of 85ol, to this pariſh, out of the intereſt of which 51 per

ann. each is to be paid to fix old maids.

John and Thomas Thruſh of London, wool-packers, founded a ſchool at

Nantwich in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; the ſchool-houſe, which is ſaid to

have been the hall of St. Mary's gild, was purchaſed of the queen". There is an en

* Returns of charitable donations in that year to the houſe of commons.

* The ſum of 50.I. out of the eſtates of Mr. Ralph Wilbraham, given for charitable purpoſes in

1661, was appropriated to the grammar-ſchool. Stephen Wilbraham Eſq. gave 5ol. to the grammar

(chool: William Fithian zol. Mary Maiſterſon 2.0l. Thomas Burſcoe 51. Thomas Wetenhall Eſq.

gave 21 per ann, to this ſchool. -

dowment
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ment of 91. 14s, for which fix boys are taught gratis. There is alſo a charity

fehool for forty boys, called the Blue-cap ſchool, principally endowed by the

benefactions of the Wilbraham family". Mrs. Crewe gave 51 per ann. to this

ſchool, and it has been augmented with ſome other ſmall donations'.

The townſhip of Alvaſion contains only three houſes; the manor was anciently

in the Bromley family’, but no manor has been known to exiſt in this townſhip

for many years; the principal eſtate conſiſting of an old manſion and demeſne,

formerly the property of Richard Vernon gent, was ſold in 1788 by Charles

Clowes Eſq. to the preſent poſſeſſors and occupiers, Mr. Wiliam and Mr. Thomas

Foſter, and their deceaſed brother. In this townſhip is the common called the

Croach, or Beam-heath, which in the year 1285 was given by Richard Alvaſton,

clerk, and others, “ to the men of the whole community of the town of Wich

Malbank, to be for ever free common and paſture for all and all manner of cattle,

the donors declaring that neither they, their heirs, or aſſigns, ſhould incloſe

it, but that it ſhould for ever lie in common.” It being deemed, nevertheleſs, that

it would be more for the benefit of the perſons intereſted in this donation that it

fhould be incloſed, an act of Parliament was, with their conſent, obtained for its

incloſure in the year 1803. By this ačt a certain portion of the heath, not ex

ceeding 200 acres, is to be in tillage; thirty acres are to be cropped with potatoes

for the benefit of poor houſeholders; a certain part of the common is ſet apart

annually as “an outlet, or boozy paſture;” the inhabitant houſeholders of

Nantwich to have a certain number of leys in the common, and the profit of the

land in tillage (after defraying the neceſſary expences), to be divided among the

houſeholders entitled to leys. The land in tillage remains ſubjećt to tithes to the

rećtor of Nantwich.

The townſhip of Leighton lies about five miles N. E. by N. from Nantwich:

the manor belonged anciently to a family which took its name from the townſhip.

At an early period William de Leighton, by a deed without date, conveyed it to

Randle de Aldington or Oulton'. In or about the year 1328 Thomas Erdſwick

acquired this eſtate by an exchange with the Oultons; his poſterity continued in

poſſeſſion, and appear to have had an occaſional reſidence at Leighton, when

Webb wrote his Itinerary of Cheſhire in the year 1622. In 1625, Richard

* Randle Wilbraham about the year 1721 gave the ſum of 1631 to the charity-ſchool; Stephen

Wilbraham Eſq, gave 5ool.—Return of Charitable Donations. * Catherine Mainwaring

gave 271. ; Jane Edgley Iol. : James Broomhall Eſq. in 1733 gave 641. The ſum of 51 per ann.

is given to the maſter of this ſchool out of lands now producing about 62 l per ann. given in 1680 by

Mr. William Hodgkins for the purpoſe of apprenticing children. : Eſch. Hen.V. and VI.

• Villare Ceſtrienſe. - * . . -

Vol. II. 4 Y Erdſwick
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Erdſwick appears to have ſold it to Lawrence Eyton". Henry Stych Eſq. was

lord of the manor in 1662”. It is now, by inheritance from the Werdens, the

property of George Harley Drummond Eſq.; the great tithes were purchaſed

of the Wilbraham family by the late Mr. Drummond. Leighton-Hallis occupied

as a farm-houſe.

The ancient family of Brooke or Del Brooke, from a younger branch of which

the Brookes of Norton are deſcended, had a ſeat and demeſne at Leighton as

early as the reign of Edward I. On the failure of male iſſue in this branch about

the reign of Queen Elizabeth, this eſtate was purchaſed by the Cholmondeleys'.

William Sneyd Eſq. is the principal landholder in the townſhip of Nantwich.

Willaſton; the corn-tithes of this townſhip now belong (as before-mentioned) to

the reëtor of Nantwich; the tithes of hay are the property of Miſs Windſor of

Shrewſbury, as heireſs of the Wilbrahams of Rees-heath.

* The manor of Wolftan-Wood, which was parcel of the barony of Wich-Mal

bank, paſſed by a female heir in the reign of Henry VI. from the Bulkeleys of

Wolſtan-wood to the Brindleys *; it was purchaſed a few years ago of the Earl of

Cholmondeley by Mrs. Ann Elcock of Poole. A confiderable eſtate in this town

fhip, which formerly belonged to the Griffins, was lately purchaſed of the Rev.

Sir Thomas Boughton Bart. by Thomas Wickſted Eſq. of Nantwich. The tithes

of this townſhip belong to George Drummond Eſq. having been alienated by

theWilbrahams with thoſe of Leighton.

Neston, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, is a ſmall market town, nearly

eleven miles N.W. from Cheſter. The market, which is merely for butchers’.

meat and other proviſions, is held on Friday; there are three fairs, February 2,

May 1, and September 29. * - -

The pariſh of Neſton contains ſeven townſhips *, Great-Nºſion, Little-Nºfton,

Ledſham, Leighton, Nºſe, Thornton-Hough, and Willoſion.

The manor of Great-Nefton was at an earlier period in the family of Montalt ;

in the reign of Edward III. Robert de Montalt having no iſſue gave it to Queen

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harl. MSS. N° 2or o, King's Vale-Royal,

part ii. p. 74. Eſch. 5 H. VI. * We do not find any charter for the market

and fairs; they are probably of no great antiquity. Neſton is not enumerated among the market-towns.

either by Leland or in Smith's Deſcription of Cheſhire in King's Vale. Royal. Among the

records of the corporation of Cheſter is a petition to the king (without date) againſt the holding of

a market or fairs at Nefton. * The pariſh is divided into four quarters, one of which com

priſes Great-Neſton only; another, Leighton, Thornton, and Raby; a third Ledſham and Willaſton;

and the fourth, Little-Neſton and Ncſe.

* - Iſabel,
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Iſabel, with remainder to John of Eltham, and to the king, who in the year 1337

granted it to William Montacute, Earl of Saliſbury". Having reverted to the

crown by attainder, King Henry IV. gave it to Sir John Stanley*, whoſe de

ſcendant (one of the Earls of Derby) conveyed it to William Whitmore of

Leighton; from the Whitmores it paſſed by female heirs to the Savages and

Moſtyns, and is now the property of Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart. The manor of

Aſhfield in Neſton, which belongs to Sir Henry Poole Bart. was purchaſed by his

anceſtor Roger de Pull of the Duttons in 1317.

ln the church-yard at Neſton is the tomb of John Hancock, a farmer, who

died December 4, 1775, at the age of 112 °. The church of Neſton was given

to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh by Ralph de Montalt; the vicarage

is now in the gift of the dean and chapter, who, under their firſt charter, were

for a while poſſeſſed of the impropriation'. The great tithes of the townſhips of

Leighton, Raby, and Thornton, now conſtitute part of the endowment of the

vicarage; thoſe of Ledſham, Neſſe, and Willaſton, belong to Sir Thomas S. M.

Stanley Bart. and thoſe of Great and Little-Neſton to Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart.

The greater part of Park-gate, on the eſtuary of the Dee, from whence the

packets ſail to l'eland, is within this townſhip *; it contains above 130 houſes, and

is frequented in the ſummer as a bathing place.

The townſhip of Little-Nefton lies a mile S. E. from Great-Neſton: John

Blount died ſeiſed of the manor in 1367, leaving ſeveral co-heirs". The manor

eventually became divided into five parts; in 1467 Roger Booth died ſeiſed of

two parts in right of his wife Katherine, daughter and heir of Richard Hatton,

and heireſs alſo of John de Eulowe, which John married the heireſs of Robert

de Strangeways, one of the co-heirs of John Blount above-mentioned'; one of

the parts probably had paſſed by purchaſe or inheritance from another of the

co-heirs. The two parts above-mentioned have been for 200 years in the family

of the preſent proprietor Thomas Cottingham Eſq. of Little-Neſton, whoſe an

ceſtor purchaſed of Sir John Mordaunt of Oakley in Bedfordſhire: the other

three parts of the manor became veſted at an early period, partly perhaps by in

heritance from one of Blount’s co-heirs, and partly by purchaſe, in the Trout

becks, from whom they have paſſed with other eſtates to the Earl of Shrewſbury.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Pat. 1 Hen. IV, part.8. * We are informed that at

the age of to4 he was in the habit of walking half a mile to a public houſe; his wife ſurvived him

twenty-four years, being at the time of her death in 1799 only ſeventy-three years of age, ſo that

there muſt have been fixty-three years difference between their ages. * See p. 573, in the notes.

* The remainder is in the townſhip of Leighton. * Eſch. 41 Edw. 11 I. in the exchequer

at Cheſter. * See Collins's Peerage, edit. 1768, Vol. vii. p. 7o. Eſch. 7 Edward IV.

Eſch, 6 Hen. V., and Eſch, 8 Hen, V. in the Exchequer at Cheſter.

4 Y 2 The
2 t
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The hamlet of Hargrave in this townſhip has paſſed with the manor of Little.

Neſton. - - -

The townſhip of Ledſham lies about fix miles N. W. by N. from Cheſter: that

of Neſſ, a little more than a mile S. S. E. from Great-Neſton: the manor of

Ledſham was formerly in the Gerards", that of Neſſe for ſeveral generations in the

Duttons'; about the middle of the 17th century they were both in the Maſſeys of

Puddington", from whom they have deſcended to the preſent proprietor Sir Thomas

ſaffey Stanley Maſſey Bart. Ledſham-Hall is now a farm-houſe.

The manors of Leighton', and Thornton-Mayewe", or Mayes, now generally

called Thornton-Hough, paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs from the Leightons to the

Thorntons and Houghs", who had a park at Thornton". Alice daughter and

heir of William Hough, brought theſe manors in marriage about the year 1579

to a younger branch of the Whitmores of Thurſtaſton, from whom they paſſed

by female heirs, with Great-Neſton, to the Savages and Moſtyns; they are now

the property of Sir Thomas Moſtyn Bart. Leighton-hall has been taken down

and a ſmall farm-houſe built on the ſite; Thornton-Grange belongs to the Earl

of Shrewſbury.

The townſhip of Raby lies about two miles and a half N. E. from Great-Neſton;

the manor formerly belonged to the Troutbecks, and it is probable that they in

herited it by the ſame title as the ſerjeancy of the Bridge-gate from the family

of Raby; it now belongs to the Earl of Shrewſbury as repreſentative of the

Troutbecks.

The townſhip of Willaſon or Wollaſ?on lies three miles E. from Great-Neſton;

the manor was at an early period in the Mainwarings, from whom it paſſed by

female heirs to the Truſſells and Veres. John Vere, Earl of Oxford, was ſeiſed

of it in 1562; not long afterwards it was ſold to the freeholders, whoſe ſucceſſors

are lords of the manor by turns: it is divided into twenty-one ſeveralties, of which

John Bennet Eſq. of Willaſton-Hall has four P; the Bennets have poſſeſſed an

eſtate at Willaſton confiderably more than two centuries ; the hall, now occupied

by a farmer, was built by one of their anceſtors in 1558, and was for ſeveral

generations the refidence of their family. This townſhip in ancient times gave

name to the hundred now called the hundred of Wirral.

* Eſch. Hen. VI. * Eſch. Rich. II.—Hen. VI. * Harl. MSS. N° 2010.

Leighton lies a little to the N. N. E. of Park-gate. * This townſhip is two miles and

a half N. N. E. from Great-Neſton. " Richard Hough, temp. Edw. III. married Elen

daughter and heir of Thornton, of Thornton-in-the-Hough, by whom he had Leighton and Thornton.

Villare Ceſtrienſe. ° Harl. MSS. N° 2155. * The other principal land-owners

are Joſeph Lyon Eſq. of Neſton; Arthur Heywood Eſq. of Liverpool, and Mr. Thomas Aſhbrook.

NoRTHEN,
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NoRTHEN, or NorthENDEN, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield,

lies about four miles weſt from Stockport; it compriſes the townſhip of

Northenden, part of Baguley, and part of Eichells. The manor of Northenden,

which had been in the Mainwarings from the time of the Conqueſt, paſſed by

marriage to the Truſſells", about the reign of Edward II. It is now the property

of Thomas William Tatton Eſq., whoſe family has poſſeſſed it for ſeveral gene

rations.

Withenſhaw, in this pariſh, now the ſeat of Mr. Tatton, was acquired at an

early period by his anceſtor Robert Tatton, in marriage with Alice, daughter

and heir of William de Withenſhaw. The preſent poſſeſſor is younger brother

of Wilbraham Egerton Eſq.; he inherits under the will of his father, the late

William Egerton Eſq., who had aſſumed that name on ſucceeding to the eſtates

of Samuel Egerton Eſq. of Tatton. Withenſhaw-Hall was garriſoned for the

King in the civil war, and was taken for the Parliament after a long fiege, on

the 25th of February 1644, by Colonel Dukenfield, “there being then in the

houſe only Mr. Tatton, ſome few gentlemen, and but a few ſoldiers, who had

quarter for life’.” “Captayn Adams, ſlayne at Withenſhaw, on Sunday the 25th,

was buried (at Stockport) the 27th day of February 1643-4. “” Six ſkeletons

were found not long ago in the garden at Withenſhaw, lying by the ſide of each

other.

There are ſeveral monuments and other memorials of the Tatton family in

the Withenſhaw chapel, adjoining the chancel of Northenden church: William

Tatton Eſq., who died in 1776, married the ſiſter and ſole heireſs of Samuel

Egerton Eſq. of Tatton; after her huſband's death ſhe re-aſſumed the name of

Egerton, in compliance with her brother's will; her ſon, the late William Egerton

Eſq. of Tatton, who aſſumed his mother's maiden name, died in 1806.

Kenworthy, in this townſhip, now called Kennedy, became in the 'reign of

Edward I. the property of Robert, a younger ſon of Sir Alan de Tatton, Lord

of Tatton, by marriage with the heireſs of Kenworthy', the poſterity of this

Robert removed afterwards to Withenſhaw, as before-mentioned. T. W. Tatton

Eſq. has ſtill an eſtate in this hamlet, and there are two other eſtates which pay chief

rents to him ; one of theſe has been held for at leaſt a hundred and fifty years by

the family of Shelmerdine". The church of Northenden was given by Hamo de

* Maud Mainwaring, who married Sir William Truſſell, was daughter and heir of Sir Warren

Mainwaring, who was living in the reign of Edw. II. and was grandſon of Sir Ralph Mainwaring,

juſtice of Cheſter. Smith's Collection of Pedigrees.

Burghall's Diary printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 933. * Stockport

pariſh regiſter. ‘Documents in the poſſ-ſion of the Tatton family.

* See Harl, MSS. N° 2d I o,

4. Maſſey,
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Maſſey, to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh in Cheſter; the dean and

chapter are now patrons.

The manor of Etchell; “, partly in this pariſh, and partly in Stockport', now the

property of Wilbraham Egerton Eſq., was purchaſed by his anceſtor Robert

Tatton Eſq. about the middle of the fixteenth century; it was anciently in the

Stockports, from whom it paſſed by female heirs to the Ardernes and Stanleys:

on the attainder of Sir William Stanley it became veſted in the crown, and after

ſome temporary grants was ſold by King Philip and Queen Mary *. The tenants

of this manor are exempt from attendance at the hundred courts by a grant from

King Henry VII. The hiſtory of Baguley has been given under Bowden.

Over, in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of Middlewich, is a ſmall

decayed market town, lying about five miles from Middlewich, and one hundred

and fixty-eight miles from London. The market, which was held on Wedneſday,

has been diſuſed nearly a century: it was granted by King Edward I. in the

year 1280 to the abbot and convent of Vale-Royal", which, before the pariſh of

Whitegate was taken out of it by ačt of Parliament, was within the limits of this

pariſh. . The ſame charter granted a fair to be held for three days, at the feſtival

of the exaltation of the holy-croſs, commonly called Holy-rood-day; there are

now two fairs, May 15, and Sept. 25.

The town, or as it is called in ancient records, the borough of Over, has

been from time immemorial under the juriſdićtion of a mayor, who is choſen an

nually in the following manner, at the court of the lord of the manor of Over,

held in Oétober; two juries are impannelled, one for the borough, called

the grand jury, the other for the ſubordinate townſhips, called the county

jury; the grand jury return fix perſons inhabitants of the lordſhip of Over to the

lord of the manor, one of whom at an adjourned court, held fourteen days

afterwards, he nominates as mayor for the year enſuing. During his year of office,

the mayor has the power and exerciſes all the functions of a juſtice of peace within

the borough and lordſhip, including the pariſhes of Over and Whitegate, and he

has a ſworn ſerjeant, who executes all proceſſes within his juriſdićtion: when out

of office he aſſumes the title of alderman, but is no longer veſted with any powers.

*. Eichelºr lies four miles W. S. W. from Stockport.

Separate overſeers are appointed for that part which is in the pariſh of Northenden, and that

which is in the pariſh of Stockport, and ſeparate aſſeſſments are made for the relief of the poor.

• The purchaſe of this and other eſtates was made jointly by Sir Edward Fitton and Rebert

Tatton Eſq.; on a diviſion, Etchells became the property of the latter. The temporary grants

were the ſame with thoſe of Nether-Alderley. See p. 480. * Cart. 9 Edw. 1.

Thé
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The fairs above-mentioned are proclaimed in the name, and in the preſence of the

mayor by the ſteward of the lord of the manor.

The pariſh of Over compriſes the townſhips of Oulton-Lowe, Swanlow, and

Wetenhall, and part of the townſhip of Over": the manor of Over, which had been

parcel of the poſſeſſions the abbot and convent of Vale-Royal, was granted by King

Henry VIII. in the year 1546 to Sir Thomas Holcroft.*, it is now the property of

Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Wale-Royal M.P., whoſe anceſtor of the ſame name

purchaſed it of the Perſhall, or Peſhall family, about the middle ofthe 17th century'.

Woodford-Hall and demeſne, in the townſhip of Over, which had been before in

the Starkeys m, was purchaſed of the Maiſterſons of Nantwich, by Sir John Booth,

youngeſt ſon of Sir George Booth", the firſt baronet of Dunham-Maſſey; his ſon,

George Booth Eſq., the tranſlator of Diodorus Siculus, left Woodford-Hall to his

daughter Catherine, who married James Howard, grandſon of the Earl of Berk

ſhire : the Woodford-Hall eſtate is now the property of Mr. Richard Dutton of

Waverton, by purchaſe from the Preſcots, who bought it of one of Mr. Howard's

co-heireſſes. Woodford-Hall has been taken down and a farm-houſe built on

the ſite. -

In the pariſh church, which ſtands about half a mile eaſt of the town, is the

monument of Hugh Starkey gentleman-uſher to King Henry VIII., who re-built the

church of Over, in the year 1543, and died in 1555 °; his portrait, painted on

glaſs, with his arms and initials, is to be ſeen in good preſervation, in a window

of the ſouth aiſle; in the ſame aiſle is the tomb of his brother James, who

married a daughter of Sir Randle Brereton of Malpas. The church of Over

belonged to the nunnery of St. Mary at Cheſter P. The biſhop is now impropriator

and patron of the vicarage: Lord Harwood is leſſee of the great tithes, under the

biſhop. In the year 1689, Mrs. Elizabeth Venables, and her ſon Thomas Lee Eſq.,

founded a free grammar-ſchool at Darnhall, in the adjoining pariſh of Whitegate,

for children of the pariſhes of Over and Whitegate, and the townſhip of Weever,

and endowed it with lands, in the pariſh of Tattenhall, now let at 531 per ann.

The ſchool was removed into this pariſh near the church in the year 1803.

In the townſhip of Over is Winsford-bridge, over the Weever, between the

pariſhes of Over and Davenham. In conſequence of the extenſion of the ſalt trade,

* The remainder is in the pariſh of Whitegate. * Records in the Augmentation-office.

| Harl. MSS. N° 201 o. * 38 Eliz. Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. " Harl.

MSS. N° 2oro. * The date which was left a blank on the monument has never been ſupplied.

* See Tanner's Notitia. We cannot account for the expreſſion in the Magna Britannia of 1720,

that Over is remarkable for a church that is lawleſ; we do not find that it was ever exempt from

the biſhop's jurisdićtion, that it had the privilege of ſančtuary, or any other remarkable privileges

or immunities.

3. ſeveral
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-

ſeveral houſes have been built on each fide of the bridge, principally in Over

pariſh: an annual fair is held on the Davenham ſide of the bridge on the 8th

of May, and of late years there has alſo been, on the Davenham fide, a market

for proviſions on Saturday: there are brine-pits in this neighbourhood on both

ſides of the Weever.

The manor of Oulton-Lowe belonged at an early period to the family of Aldington

or Oulton, from whom it paſſed by a female heir to the Starkeys", about the reign

of Richard II. The Egertons purchaſed it about a century ago, and it is now the

property of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton in Little-Budworth. Darley-Hall in

this townſhip, the ancient ſeat of the Starkeys, was taken down by the late Mr.

Egerton: a farm-houſe has been built on the outſide of the moat.

The townſhip of Swanlow is within the juriſdićtion of the mayor of Over:

The principal landed property belongs to Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Vale

Royal.

The townſhip of Wetenhall, or Wettenhall, lies nearly ſeven miles N. N. W. from

Nantwich: the manor was from a very early period the inheritance of the

Wetenhalls", whoſe co-heireſſes brought it in moieties about the beginning of

the fifteenth century to the Manleys and Boſtocks '. Randle Brereton of Eccleſton,

who died in the year 1537, was feiſed of one moiety of Wetenhall, which he had

purchaſed of the Manleys; the Breretons afterwards became poſſeſſed of the

whole, and had a ſeat at Wetenhall, which eſtate, about the middle of the ſeven

teenth century, was ſold by John Brereton Eſq. to Roger Wilbraham of Dorford

Hall near A&on *: it is now the property of Henry Tomkinſon Eſq. of the ſame

place, by purchaſe from the Wilbrahams. Wetenhall-Hall is now a farm-houſe,

near which is a chapel of eaſe, ſituated about two miles from the pariſh church.

It has a ſmall endowment, and has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty:

the miniſter is appointed by the vicar of Over.

* Of this family were Sir Humphry Starkey lord-chief-baron of the exchequer in the reign of

Richard III., and Ralph Starkey of London, merchant, who made Heraldic Collections for Cheſhire,

in the reign of James I. Dr. Gower in his Sketch of the materials for a hiſtory of Cheſhire,

mentions one of the Stretton family, as a contemporary and name-ſake, a great colle&or of the

antiquities of Cheſhire, whoſe papers were ſeized by order of King James I., on ſuſpicion of bis being

concerned in ſome praćtices inimical to the ſtate, and he gives a quotation from an hiſtorical poem,

figned Infortunio, which he ſuppoſes to be written by him, but has by ſome been conjećtured to be

Spenſer's. A copy of it, Dr. Gower ſays, is extant in Starkey's hand-writing, with a variety

of alterations and additions. We can find no Ralph Starkey in the pedigrees of the Stretton family

about this tim', and cannot but ſuppoſe that the whole applies to the ſame perſon, Ralph Starkey,

merchant of London, ſecond ſon of John Starkey Eſq. of Darley-Hall in Oulton, who died in 1611.

• Adam de Wetenhail of this family was made keeper of Carnarvon-caſtle in 1289. Rot. Wall.

in Turr. Lond. 18 Edw. I. * Villare Ceſtrienſe, * Ibid.

Over
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Over-cHURCH, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, lies ſeven miles north

from Neſton, and ſeventeen north-weſt from Cheſter: it contains only one

townſhip, called Upton, which had formerly a weekly market, not diſcontinued

in 1662 “; and two fairs. The manor of Upton was held in the reign of Edw. I.

by the Ardernes, under the family of Praers": in or about the year 1310, Sir

John Arderne gave it in marriage with his daughter Maud, to John de Warwick,

whoſe daughter and heir brought it to the Bolds". Upton continued in this family

till about the early part of the ſeventeenth century, when it was ſold to Robert

Davies, and of him purchaſed by the Stanleys Earls of Derby 7: it was afterwards

in the Cunliffes, from whom it paſſed by ſale to the Clarkes, and from the latter

to John Webſter Eſq. of Poulton in Wallazey, the preſent proprietor. The

ancient hall, which was the ſeat of the Bolds, has long ago been taken down.

The pariſh-church, called Over-church, ſtands alone, about half a mile from

the town of Upton; the rectory belonged formerly to the abbot and convent of

St. Werburgh in Cheſter, and was granted to the dean and chapter, but they ſoon

afterwards loſt it, with their other eſtates". The Rev. Simſon Jacſon is now

impropriator of the tithes, and patron of the curacy.

The pariſh of PLEMONDSTALL, or PLEMSTALI, in the hundred of Broxton

and deanery of Cheſter, compriſes four townſhips, Hoole, Piéton, Bridge-Trafford,

and Mickle-Trafford; the laſt-mentioned townſhip, in which the church is ſituated,

lies on the Frodſham road, about three miles N. E. from Cheſter: the manor

appears to have been formerly in the Fitz-Alans Earls of Arundel “; it now belongs

to the Earl of Shrewſbury, in whoſe family it has been for a conſiderable time.

Trafford-Hall in this townſhip, of which there are no remains, belonged to the

Trafford family, and afterwards to the Savages".

In the pariſh church of Plemſtall “, are ſome monuments of the Hurleſtone

family, and that of Alice, ſole heireſs of Thomas Trafford Eſq.", who married

firſt John Barnſton Eſq. of Churton, and afterwards the Hon. John Savage,

* Harl. MSS. Nº 2oro. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Pedigrees and records in the

Exchequer at Cheſter. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. The manor is ſaid to have been purchaſed by

William Earl of Derby, and the hall by Charles Earl of Derby, his grandſon.

* See p. 573 in the notes.

* The Fitz-Alans appear to have been poſſeſſed of it before 23 Henry III. See Dugdale's

Baronage, I. 315. The Earl of Arundel died ſeiſed of it 3 Henry V. Eſch.

* Harl. MSS. N° 20 ſo,

* The church ſtands at a confiderable diſtance from the village of Mickle-Trafford, and is about

four miles and a half N. E. from Cheſter. * She died in 1666.

Vol. II. 4 Z by
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by whom ſhe was mother of John Earl Rivers. The church of Plemſtall

belonged to the abbot and convent of Cheſter; the impropriation and advowſon

of the vicarage having paſſed through ſeveral hands after the diſſolution, were

purchaſed in the ſeventeenth century by biſhop Bridgman, in whoſe deſcendant

the right honourable Lord Bradford they are now veſted. There is a ſchool

houſe in this townſhip erected by contribution, rather more than a century ago:

a confiderable part of the endowment, which was given in money, having been loſt,

there remains now only 31, per ann.

The townſhip of Bridge-Trafford lies four miles and a half from Cheſter, on the

Frodſham road; the manor belongs to the dean and chapter of Cheſter. Mardley

Hall, (now called Morley-Hall,) in this townſhip, was a feat of the Traffords, and

afterwards of the Savages; it is now a farm-houſe, which, with its demeſne, is

held on leaſe under the Earl of Cholmondeley, by Mrs. Fairclough of Knutsford.

At one of the Traffords a garriſon was placed by Sir William Brereton, during

the fiege of Cheſter ". - *

The townſhip of Hoole lies two miles N. E. from Cheſter; the manor was at

an early period in a family of that name, afterwards in the Troutbecks, from whom

it deſcended with ſeveral other Cheſhire manors, to the preſent Earl of Shrewſbury.

Hoole-Lodge, the manor-houſe, is occupied by Charles Hamilton Eſq. Hoole

old-hall, now a farm-houſe, is ſaid to have been the abbot of Cheſter's grange : -

it is certain that the abbot had an eſtate here, which he purchaſed of John de Hoole,

Lord of Hoole, in the reign of Edward II. ; but it may be obſerved that Hoole

old-hall, now the property of Dr. Peploe Ward, was bought of Sir William

Bunbury, whoſe anceſtor David de Bunbury purchaſed of the Calveleys certain

lands, which had been the property of John de Hoole above-mentioned'. Webb

in his Itinerary, written in the year 1662, ſpeaks of the pleaſant and ſweet

ſeat of Sir Henry Bunbury at Hoole'. There are alſo in this townſhip two modern

manſions, called Hoole-Hall, and Hoole-houſe, the former is the property and

reſidence of Mr. John Oliver, the latter is the property of Mr. Hamilton, and in

the occupation of Brigadier-General Broughton.

Hoole-heath in this townſhip was one of the waſte places appointed in ancient

times as ſančtuaries for ſuch fugitive ſtrangers as ſought protećtion from the

Earls of Cheſter" in the time of war. An inquiſition bearing date 13 Edw. III.

ſtates that during the time of war with Wales, all perſons being in the peace of

the King of England and the Earl of Cheſter were wont to have refuge and

• Randal Holme's Narrative of the Siege. Harl. MSS. N° 2155,

* Willare Ceſtrienſe, * King’s Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 59, 60. * See p. 299, 3oo.

3 receipt
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receipt on Hoole-heath, with their goods, neceſſaries, and beaſts, for a year and a

day'.

The townſhip of Pićion lies nearly five miles N. N. E. from Cheſter; the manor

was held at the time of the Domeſday ſurvey by Richard de Vernon, whoſe

deſcendants appear to have poſſeſſed a moiety of it for ſeveral generations". At

the time of the diſſolution the whole was veſted in the abbot and convent of

Cheſter, and in the reign of Queen Elizabeth became the property of the Hurle

ſtones', from whom it has deſcended in the ſame manner as Croughton", to

William Leche Eſq. of Carden, the preſent proprietor.

PRESTBURY, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, is the moſt ex

tenſive pariſh in the county, containing in the whole thirty-two townſhips,

nine of which are in the chapelry of Macclesfield: the others are Preſibury,

Adlington, Birtles, Bollington, Boſley, Butley, Capeſthorne, Chelford, Fallbroom,

Henbury, Lyme-Handley, Marton, Mottram-Andrew, Newton, Poynton, North

Rode, Siddington, Tytherington, Upton, Old-Withington, Lower-Withington, Wood

ford, and Worth. -

Preſbury lies nearly three miles N. N. W. from Macclesfield : the manor,

rečtory, and advowſon of the vicarage formerly belonged to the abbot and convent

of St. Werburgh in Cheſter: they were held in fee-farm of the dean and chapter

by the Leghs of Adlington, as early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth", and are

now the property of Richard Croſs Legh Eſq. of that place. Preſtbury-Hall is in

the occupation of Thomas Hope Eſq.

In the pariſh church are memorials for the families of Warren of Poynton";

Booth of Mottram-Andrew, Worth of Tytherington ’, Swettenham of Swet

tenham, and Legh of Adlington: there is a chapel for the burial of the Leghs

in the north-aiſle; a monument of an older date, with a croſs flory for

one of that family, (Reginald Legh Eſq., who died in 1482) is in the chancel :

Biſhop Gaſtrell mentions the monument of Robert Downes Eſq., who died in

‘Harl. MSS. N° 2,057. f. 123. * Eſch. Hen. IV. & V. at Cheſter.

'Moſt probably it was granted to the dean and chapter of Cheſter, and acquired with the reſt

of their eſtates by Sir Richard Cotton, as deſcribed in p. 573 in the notes.

* See p. 617. " Harl. MSS. N° 2,071. f. 162. See alſo p. 573 of this volume. *

° On the north wall of the chancel is a figure (engraved on the ſtone) of Sir Edward Warren, who

died in 1558. * There is a flat-ſtone with figures engraved on it, now placed againſt the

wall of the ſouth-aiſle, in memory of Jaſper Worth Eſq., who died in 1572, and his lady.
*

4 Z 2 1495.

E.
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1495". In the church-yard was formerly the following inſcription upon a grave.

ſtone:

“Thoſe goods I had whilſt I did live,

Unto four monkes I freely give

To eate, and drinke, and make good cheere,

And keep my obite once a yeare.” "

In the church-yard, at ſome diſtance from the church, is an ancient chapel of

Saxon archite&ture", which being in a very ruinous ſtate, was in 1747 repaired,

by Sir William Meredith Bart. of Henbury, and made a burial-place for his

family; there is a memorial in it for his ſon, Amos Meredith Eſq., who died in

1745.

A ſchool-houſe was built at Preſtbury in 1720, chiefly at the expence of John

Legh Eſq. of Adlington, whoſe heirs have had the nomination of the maſter.

Mrs. Anne Whitaker endowed it with the intereſt of Iool. for teaching ten poor

children of this townſhip, “from the primer to the Bible".”

The townſhip of Adlington lies five miles N. by W. from Macclesfield: the

manor belonged at an early period to the family of De Coroná, the heireſs of

which brought it in the early part of the fourteenth century, through the

Baguleys to the Leghs". Robert Legh, the firſt of that family who ſettled at

Adlington, was a younger ſon of John Legh, the firſt of the name who poſſeſſed

Booths; which John was ſon of William Venables, by Agnes, heireſs of Richard

Legh of Weſt-Hall in High-Legh, and younger brother (of the half-blood) of

Thomas Legh, immediate anceſtor of the preſent Egerton Leigh Eſq. of Weſt

Hall. On the death of the late Charles Legh Eſq. of Adlington in 1781, this

ancient branch of the Legh family became extin& in the male line: after the

death of his widow in 1806", Adlington devolved, purſuant to the late Mr.

Legh's will to his couſin, Richard Croſs Eſq., who has taken the name of Legh.

in addition to his own, and reſides at Adlington-Hall. This hall having been

garriſoned for the King during the civil war, was ſurrendered on the 14th of

February 1645, after a fortnight's fiege: “a younger ſon of Mr. Legh's, and one

hundred and fifty ſoldiers had all fair quarter and leave to depart, leaving ſeven,

* Notit. Ceſt. * Dugdale's Viſitation of Cheſhire. * See p. 438, 439.

• Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notit. Ceſt. * It was entailed 9 Edw. III. on John Legh and his

wife Ellen, after the death of Thomas de Corona: this Ellen was daughter of William de Baguley,

and grand-daughter of Thomas de Corona. * So the Weſt-Hall family ſpell their name.

: Then the wife of Rowlls Eſq.

hundred
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hundred arms, and fifteen barrels of powder"." Near Adlington-Hall is a

domeſtic chapel, the miniſter of which is appointed by the family of Legh.

The townſhip of Birtles lies two miles and a half W. by N. from Macclesfield;

Bollington two miles and a half N. by E. The land-owners in both theſe townſhips.

are copy-holders under the crown. Birtles-Hall and demeſne belonged for

many generations to the ancient family of Birtles or Birchels, deſcended from

John, a younger ſon of Adam de Aſtul or Aſtle, who took the name of Birchels

upon ſettling on an eſtate in this townſhip, granted to him about the year 1324

by Randal de Rodyerth, then lord paramount of the manor’. A co-heireſs'

of the elder branch of the Birtles family , brought Birtles-Hall about the middle

of the ſeventeenth century to the Swettenhams of Swettenham, of whom it was

purchaſed by the Hibbert family. Birtles-Hall, a modern manſion, is the reſidence

of Robert Hibbert Eſq., the preſent proprietor. In the townſhip of Bollington

are ſome cotton-works, collieries, and a water-mill for grinding bark.

The townſhip of Boſeley, formerly called Bºſley, and Lea, or Lee-Boſley, lies

nearly five miles E. N. E. from Congleton; the manor was antiently in the family

of Montalt, the laſt of which ſold the reverſion of all his lands to King Edward III.

The King, by his charter bearing date 1337, gave it to William, Earl of Saliſbury.

Having reverted to the crown by forfeiture, it was granted to the Stanleys, in

which family it continued till about the year 1597, when the Earl of Derby ſold

it to Sir Edward Fitton": it has fince paſſed with Gawſworth, and is now the

property of the Earl of Harrington. Boſeley, which is ſituated on the bor

ders of Staffordſhire, fix miles from the pariſh-church, has a chapel of eaſe,

with a ſmall endowment: the miniſter is appointed by the vicar of Preſtbury. In

this townſhip are three mills, formerly uſed as braſs-battery mills, and another

formerly uſed for rolling and hammering, copper : theſe mills have been lately

advertiſed for ſale.

The townſhip of Butley or Butleigh lies three miles N. by W. from Maccles

field; the manor in the reign of Henry III., and probably at an earlier period,

belonged to the Pigots": it is now the property of Richard Croſs Legh Eſq. of

Adlington, having been bought at ſeveral times in portions, by his anceſtors the

" Burghall's Diary—Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 932.

* From the information of David Browne Eſq. of Macclesfield. * The other co-heireſs

married into the family of Kinſey. * A younger branch, which continued thc male line,

remained in the neighbourhood, and became extinét by the death of Thomas Birtles Eſq., who left

an only daughter about the middle of the laſt century. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. .

* Ibid.,

Leghs,
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Leghs, of perſons who had purchaſed of the Pigots, or the repreſentatives of

that family “. Butley-Hall, which formerly belonged to the Davenports, and

afterwards to the family of Hobſon ", is now the property of the Rev. John Rowlls

Browne vicar of Preſtbury. Foxwiſt-Hall in this townſhip, for ſeveral genera

tions the ſeat of the ancient family of Duncalfe, has been for nearly two centuries

in the Leghs of Adlington “... it is at preſent occupied by a cottager: the lands now

form part of Adlington-park. Willet-Hall in this townſhip belonged to the

Willets, from whom it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Motterſheds and

Malbons': it is now the property of Lawrence Wright Eſq. having been purchaſed

by his father of Peter Brooke Eſq. of Mere. Thomas Newton, a learned writer of

the ſixteenth century, author of a hiſtory of the Saracens, eminent as a Latin

poet, editor and joint tranſlator of Seneca's Tragedies, was a native of Butley;

in the early part of his life he pračtiſed phyſic, and kept a ſchool at Macclesfield;

He was afterwards re&tor of Little-Ilford in Eſſex, where he died in 1607 *.

The townſhip of Capeſthorne, which lies five miles W. by S. from Macclesfield,

gave name to a family which poſſeſſed the manor for ſeveral generations: Sarah,

ſole heireſs of Randal de Capeſthorne, brought it in marriage in or about the

reign of Edward III. to John Le Ward"; it is now the property of Davies Daven

port Eſq. one of the knights of the ſhire, his grandfather having married the

daughter and only child of John Ward Eſq. the laſt heir male of that family,

who died in the year 1748 . Capeſthorne chapel was built by John Ward Eſq.

above-mentioned, and endowed by him with the tithes of the townſhip; it has

fince been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty: Mr. Davenport appoints the

miniſter.

The townſhip of Chelford lies nearly ſeven miles W. from Macclesfield: the

manor was given in 1264 by Robert Pigot to the abbot and convent of St.

Werburgh in Cheſter, on condition of their finding a chaplain to ſay maſs in

Chelford chapel three days in the week, and the other four days at St. Michael's

altar in Preſtbury church : not many years after the diſſolution it became the

property of Henry Mainwaring Eſq." of Carincham, and now belongs to Sir

Henry Mainwaring Mainwaring Bart. Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle has an eſtate

in Chelford, purchaſed by his father of the repreſentatives of the family of

Smallwood, which was for ſeveral generations ſettled in that townſhip. Aftle, a

* A part of the manor is ſtated to have remained in the male line of the Pigots as late as 1662.

Harl. MSS. N° 2010. * Ibid. * Sir Urian Legh died ſeiſed of it 3 Car. I.

* Harl. MSS. N° 2or c. * Biograph, Dramat. & Ant. Wood. * Villare Ceſtriente.

" See the account of Monk's-heath in Alderley, p. 482. * See p. 573 in the notes.

hamlet
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hamlet of Chelford, the property and ſeat of Tnomas Parker Eſq. above-mentioned,

was acquired by his anceſtor in 1650, in marriage with the heireſs of Snelſon.

It appears by the grant of the manor to the abbey of St. Werburgh, that there was

a chapel in Chelford as early as the year 1267; in the preſent chapel, which

was built on a new ſite, and conſecrated in 1776, are ſome memorials for the

family of Robert Saluſbury Cotton Brooke Eſq.", who reſides in this townſhip.

Chelford-chapel, which has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty, is in the

patronage of Thomas Parker Eſq. A ſchool-houſe was built by the late Mr.

Parker, and a ſchool endowed with nearly 201 per ann. for the poor children of

this townſhip.

The manor of Fallingbroome or Fallibroom was given by Hugh Kevelioc Earl of

Cheſter in 1232, to Sir Richard Fitton, from whoſe family it paſſed by ſucceſſive

female heirs to thoſe of Venables and Booth: it was ſold in parcels by the

Booths", and no manerial rights are now exerciſed.

The townſhip of Henbury lies two miles W. S. W.' from Macclesfield; the

manor of Henbury-cum-Pexall belonged anciently to the Mainwarings, from whom

it paſſed by marriage to the Truſſells: about the latter end of the fourteenth cen

tury" it became the property of the Davenports. Sir Foulke Lucy, who married

the heireſs of this branch of that ancient family, was lord of the manor of Hen

bury in 1662°; he afterwards ſold it to Sir William Meredith Bart. whoſe de

ſcendant, of the ſame name, conveyed it by ſale in or about the year 1779 to

John Bower Jodrell Eſq. father of Francis Jodrell Eſq. the preſent proprietor, who

refides at Henbury-Hall. - -

The townſhip of Lyme or Lyme-Handley, lies ſeven miles N. E. by N. from

Macclesfield; the manor was given by King Richard II. to Margaret wife of Piers

Legh', daughter and heireſs of Sir Thomas Daniers of Bradley, Knight. This

brave knight had taken the chamberlain Tankerville priſoner at the battle of

Creſſy, and relieved the banner of the Black Prince, for which ſervice the prince

granted him an annuity of 40 marks out of the manor of Frodſham, to him and

* A branch of the family of Brooke has reſided for many years in this townſhip ; Samuel Brooke

Eſq. who died without iſſue in 1772, deviſed his eſtates, in default of iſſue from his fiſter Catherine,

to the eldeſt ſon of Thomas Brooke, dean of Cheſter, with remainder to the dean’s ſecond ſon,

R. S. C. Brooke Eſq. the preſent poſſeſſor. " Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Hugh Davenport Eſq. held the manor of Henbury under the Truſſell family, temp. Henry IV.

Villare Ceſtrienſe. This Hugh was ſon of Thomas Davenport, the firſt of the family who ſettled at

Henbury. See p. 357. * Harl, MSS. N° 201c. * Her firſt huſband was Sir

John Savage.

his
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his heirs till lands of 20l. per ann. ſhould be ſettled on them'. This heroic ačtion

of Sir Thomas Daniers has been erroneouſly aſcribed to Piers Legh, his ſon-in

law, who was beheaded at Cheſter in 1399 for his attachment to King Richard II.

and lies buried in a chapel belonging to the Leghs at Macclesfield, where the

following lines are inſcribed on a tablet to his memory, and that of his ſon Sir

Piers, who was ſlain at the battle of Agincourt:

“ Here lyeth the bodie of Perkin a Legh,

That for King Richard the dethe did die,

Betrayed for righteouſneſſ.; *

And the bones of Sº Peers his ſonne,

That with King Henry the Fifth did wonne

In Paris.”

This epitaph was reſtored in the year 1620, by Sir Peter Legh, who rebuilt

the chapel as appears by another inſcription", in which the circumſtance of Lyme

being given to Piers Legh for his own ſervice at the battle of Crefly", is related

from an erroneous family tradition. Piers Legh who became poſſeſſed of Lyme

in conſequence of the grant made to his wife, was a younger ſon of Robert Legh,

the firſt of that family who ſettled at Adlington'. The Leghs continued at Lyme

in uninterrupted male ſucceſſion till the death of the late Thomas Peter Legh Eſq.

in 1797, when this and other eſtates paſſed by his bequeſt to his natural ſon

Thomas Legh the preſent proprietor, as yet a minor.

Lyme-Hall, the ſeat of the Leghs, is a magnificent quadrangular manſion, of a

white grit-ſtone; the ſouth and weſt fronts of which are built in the Palladian

ſtyle, from deſigns of Leoni. It is probable that the more ancient part of the

* A deſcendant of Piers Legh having been diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of this manor by the

crown in the reign of Henry VI. preſented a petition to Edward Prince of Wales, ſtating the cir

cumſtances of the grant. A copy of the petition is in Woodnoth’s Colle&tions, p. 67. In this pe

tition Thomas Daniers is called Eſquire, but in numerous other records, Sir Thomas Daniers Knt.

* “This Perkin ſerved King Edward III. and the Black Prince his ſonne in all their warres in France,

and was at the battle of Creſfie, and had Lyme given him for that ſervice, and after their deathes

ſerved King Richard the Second, and left him not in his troubles, but was taken with him and

beheaded at Cheſter by King Henrie the Fourth, and the ſaid Sir Peers his ſon ſerved King Henrie

the Fifth, and was ſlain at the battle of Agincourt. In their memory Sir Peter Legh of Lyme Knt.

deſcended from them, finding the ſaide olde verſes written upon a ſtone in this chappell, did re-edifie

this place A. D. 162o.”

* Had there been no evidence to the contrary the circumſtance would have been highly improbable,

from the length of time which elapſed between the battle of Crºſſy (1346) and the execution of

Piers Legh in 1399. : Sce P. 359.

building



building was erećted by Sir Peter Legh about the latter end of the reign of Queen

Elizabeth; the drawing-room remains in its ancient ſtate, except that the tranſom

windows which appear in the old views of the houſe have been removed : the

wainſcot is enriched with niches, pannels, &c. the ceiling is much ornamented ;

the chimney-piece, which is of the Ionic order, has the arms of England with the

lion and dragon: in this room are portraits of James Earl of Derby, who was

beheaded at Bolton, and his lady; Admiral Piers Legh, by Kneller; and others of

the Legh family. A gallery in the upper part of the houſe, on the eaſt ſide, is part

alſo of the old manſion, and retains its original form; in this gallery, which is one

hundred and twenty-four feet in length, are portraits of Dr. John Hewitt, who was

beheaded in 1658; Sir Peter Legh, knight, and others. The capitals of the

Corinthian pillars, which ſupport the grand ſtair-caſe, thoſe of the pilaſters in the

beſt dining-room, and ſome ornaments of flowers in the ſame room, are by Gibbons.

On the north fide is a chapel of the Ionic order. In the great hall, over the fire

place, is the portrait of a venerable old man, who was ſeventy years keeper of the

park; in the year 170 S, being then in his hundred and ſecond year, he is ſaid to

have hunted a buck during a chace of nearly fix hours. -

In Lyme-park, which contains about 1 ooo Cheſhire acres, is a herd of upwards

of twenty wild cattle, of the ſame ſort as thoſe in the Earl of Tankerville’s park

at Chillingham in Northumberland, chiefly white, with red ears'. They have

been in the park beyond the memory of any one now living ; and as there is no

account of when they were originally placed there, the tradition is, that they are

indigenous. In hot weather theſe cattle uſually herd on the hills and high

grounds, and in winter in the woody parts of the park; in ſevere weather they

are fed with hay, for which, before the hollies, with which the park abounded,

were cut down, holly-branches were ſubſtituted. Two of the cows are generally

ſhot yearly for beef. A very remarkable cuſtom of driving the red-deer, which

has not been praćtiſed in any other park, either in England or abroad, was

eſtabliſhed about a century ago at Lyme-park, by the old park-keeper above

mentioned ; it was his cuſtom in the months of May and June, when their horns

were tender, to go on horſe-back with a rod in his hand, round the hills of this

extenſive park, and having collected the deer, to drive them before him like a

herd of common horned cattle, ſometimes even opening a gate for them to paſs

through. When they came to a place before the hall, called the Deer-clod, they

would ſtand in a colle&ted body as long as the ſpe&tators thought fit; the young

ones following their dams, and the old ſtags riſing one againſt another and

* There are ſome cows of this deſcription at Vale. Royal, moſt probably of the ſame breed, in a

domeſticated ſtate.

Vol. II. - * 5 A COIT is
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combating with their fore-feet, not daring at that ſeaſon of the year to make

uſe of their horns. At the command of the keeper they would then move forwards

to a large piece of water, called the Horſe-pool, and ſwim through the whole

length of it, after which they were allowed to diſperſe. There is a print of this

cuſtom of driving the deer in Lyme-park by Vivares, from a painting by Smith

(1745). The driving of the deer is now ſeldom practiſed, when it is, it takes

place in the month of July or Auguſt'.

The townſhip of Marton lies nearly four miles N. by W. from Congleton, on the

road to Knutsford : a moiety of the manor was acquired by Richard Davenport,

anceſtor of Davies Davenport Eſq. M. P., the preſent proprietor, by marriage with

Amabel daughter of Gilbert Venables, Baron of Kinderton", and great grand

daughter of Gilbert, to whom that barony was given by Hugh Lupus. At a

ſubſequent period, the Davenport family became poſſeſſed of the other moiety',

which in the reign of Henry III. had belonged to the Stockports. Marton-Hall,

an ancient timber-manſion, which was formerly a ſeat of the Davenports, is

occupied by a farmer. In this townſhip is a chapel of eaſe, ſituated by the fide

of the great road from London to Mancheſter, ſix miles from Preſtbury church.

In the adjoining cemetery are two monuments, with the effigies of knights in

armour, being intended to repreſent Sir John Davenport, who built Marton chapel

about the year 1343 ", and his ſon Sir Urian". This chapel, which is parochial,

has an endowment of little more than 3ol. per ann.; Mr. Davenport is patron:

part of Lower-Withington is in the chapelry of Marton.

The townſhip of Mottram-Andrew lies five miles N. N. W. from Macclesfield :

the manor, which had been at an early period in the family of Mottram, paſſed

in marriage with Agnes, daughter and heir of Adam de Mottram, to David

Calveley, whoſe ſon Sir Hugh Calveley the younger, died ſeiſed of it in 1393 °;

Agnes Mottram appears to have married to her ſecond huſband, Roger de

Trumpington ". A younger branch of the Mottrams continued the male line, and

reſided in this townſhip as late as the year 1662 °. The manor of Mottram

Andrew was veſted in the repreſentatives of Sir George Calveley, when Webb

wrote his Itinerary of Cheſhire in 1622 '; not long afterwards it appears to have

* For the particulars of this curious cuſtom we are indebted to Holland Watſon Eſq. of Congleton.

* Gilbert de Venables became poſſeſſed of it by marriage with Margaret, daughter of Walter Fitz

Wulfrid.—Woodnoth’s Colle&tions, f. 16.

* They were poſſeſſed of the whole before the year 1623. – Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Cetrienſis. " Sometimes written Vivian ; this name occurs

alſo frequently in the families of St. Pierre and Brereton ; in the more ancient pedigrees it is generally

written Urian. * Eſch. 17 Rich. II. at Cheſter. * Records at Cheſter 39 Edw. III.

* Harl. MSS. N° 20 ſo. ' King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 9o,
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belonged to a younger branch of the Booths", anceſtors of the late Rev. Sir

George Booth Bart. After an intermediate alienation to Richard Crook Eſq. it

paſſed by purchaſe to the father of Lawrence Wright Eſq. the preſent proprietor,

who reſides at the hall. The Higher-houſe and the Lower-houſe in this townſhip

belonged about the middle of the 17th century to two branches of the family of

Motterſhead"; both of which are ſuppoſed to have been long extinét : the houſes

are now the property of Lawrence Wright Eſq. Lea-Hall, which belonged at the

ſame period to a branch of the Maſſeys", is now the property of Thomas Mather

Eſq. who married one of the daughters and co-heirs of the Rev. William Brockle

hurſt: the lands which formerly pertained to it are ſtill in the Maſſey family;

Mr. Edmund Maffey of Mottram-Andrew being the preſent proprietor.

The manor of Newton, which ſeems to be an appendage of Butley, is the pro

perty of R. C. Legh Eſq. of Adlington: in this townſhip was formerly a chapel of

eaſe".

The townſhip of Poynton, lies about four miles and a half S. S. E. from Stock

port; the manor belonged in ancient times to the family of Stockport, from which

it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Etons and Warrens. On the death of

Iſabel Eton in the year 1369, John Warren ſon of Edward, who had married

Cecilia, daughter of Sir Nicholas Eton, came into poſſeſſion of Poynton, which

continued to be the property and ſeat of his deſcendants till the death of the late

Sir George Warren K. B. Poynton is now the property and occaſional reſidence

of Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, who married Sir George's only daughter and heir,

The hall, which had been built by Sir Edward Warren in the reign of Edward VI.,

was taken down and the preſent manſion erected by the late Sir George Warren.

There has been a chapel of eaſe in this townſhip ever ſince the year 1312, but

it has no endowment; the lord of the manor appoints the miniſter; the preſent

chapel was built on a new ſite and conſecrated in 1789: the chapelry of Poynton

compriſes the townſhips of Poynton and Worth. A ſchool-houſe was built at

Poynton by ſubſcription in 1703, but the ſchool has not been endowed. In

this townſhip are ſome valuable collieries.

The townſhip of North-Rode lies about three miles and a half N. E. from Con

gleton; the manor was anciently in the Mainwarings, from whom it paſſed by

ſucceſſive female heirs to the Truſſells and the Veres, Earls of Oxford: it was

* It appears by the pariſh regiſter that the Booths reſided at Mottram-Andrew from 1636 to 1738.

* Harl. MSS. N° 201c. * Ibid. * Biſhop Gaſtrºll's Notitia Ceſtricnfis.
-

º
- -

It had a chapel-warden in 1672, but was in ruins before 1; 22,

5 A 2 purchaſed



purchaſed of the latter by Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, and having ſince paſſed by

the ſame title as Barthomley, is now the property of the Right Hon. Lord

Crewe. -

The townſhip of Siddington lies ſomewhat more than five miles N. by W. from

Congleton. Eſtates in this townſhip appear to have belonged in the 14th century

to the families of Loges and Siddington; from the latter certain lands paſſed by

heirs female in the reigns of Henry IV. and Edward IV. to the Cottons and Fittons';

this eſtate having paſſed with Gawſworth to Lady Mohun as before deſcribed",

and having been purchaſed of her by the Wards of Capeſthorne, is now by inhe.

ritance from that family the property of Davies Davenport Eſq. M. P. In this

townſhip, which is fituated five miles from the pariſh-church, is a chapel of eaſe,

in the patronage of Mr. Davenport: a licence to baptize and bury at Siddington

was granted in 1721. There is a ſchool at Siddington endowed by Mr. Fowden

in 1712, with 81 per ann.; the biſhop has the nomination of the maſter*. In

this townſhip is Thornycroft-hall, which has belonged for many generations to the

ancient family of Thornycroft, and is now the ſeat of Edward Thornycroft Eſq.

a younger branch of this family ſettled in Oxfordſhire; John Thornycroft Eſq.

of Milcomb in that county was created a baronet in 17on ; the title and that

branch of the family became extinét by the death of his ſon without iſſue. Hen.

ſhaw-hall in the townſhip of Siddington, the ancient ſeat of the Henſhaws, and

ſome time ſince the reſidence of their repreſentative, Henſhaw Thornycroft Eſq. is

now a farm-houſe. -

The townſhip of Tyderington or Tytherington, lies about one mile and a half

N. from Macclesfield: the manor belonged anciently to a family which took its

name from the townſhip: the Worths, who poſſeſſed this eſtate by marriage with

the heireſs of the Tytheringtons, refided at Tytherington-Hall more than three

centuries. John Worth Eſq. having died without iſſue in 1695, the manor was

ſold by his couſin and heir at law Samuel Heath Eſq. to William Abnett; it

afterwards paſſed by ſale to the family of Pery, and by ſettlement and deviſe to

thoſe of Robins and Hickin; the repreſentatives of the latter ſold, it in 1678 to

John Aćton Eſq. of Beach in this townſhip, by whom it was conveyed the next

year to William Brookſbank, Eſq. Mr. Brookſbank’s elder ſon having been loſt

on board the Foulis Eaſt-Indiaman, and the ſecond ſon having died unmarried,

this eſtate is now veſted in the only daughter as heir at law to her brothers'.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See p. 663. * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienfi".

• From the communications of David Browne Eſq. of Macclesfield, to whom we have been indebted

for ſeveral particulars relating to this pariſh.

Tytherington
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Tytherington-Hall is now a farm-houſe; the Brookſbanks reſided at a modern

manſion in this townſhip, called Higher-Beach-houſe.

The townſhip of Upton lies about one mile and a half N.W. from Macclesfield:

Upton-Hall and demeſne belonged for many generations to the Stapletons, a

younger branch of the Yorkſhire family of that name, and afterwards to the

Booths; this eſtate was purchaſed of the latter by the Wards of Capeſthorne,

and is now by inheritance from that family the property of Davies Davenport

Eſq. M. P.

The townſhip of Old-Withington lies about ſeven miles and a half N. N. W.

from Congleton; the manor belonged at an early period to the Caunvilles or

Camvilles, who held under the Ardernes. In the reign of Henry III. Walkelin

de Arderne granted to Robert de Camville a releaſe of all homages or rents due

to him in Old-Withington, in recompence for the great ſervices he had rendered

him in the wars of Gaſcony. This Robert granted a moiety of the manor of Old

Withington to Oliver Fitton, and the other moiety about the year 1266 to John

de Baſkervyle"; the whole became eventually veſted in the poſterity of the latter,

and is now the property of his lineal deſcendant, John Glegg Eſq. of Withington

Hall, whoſe father aſſumed that name on ſucceeding to the eſtates of the Gleggs

of Gayton, in the hundred of Wirral.

The townſhip of Lower-Withington, a part of which is within the chapelry of

Marton, lies about ſeven miles N. N. W. from Congleton: the manor was for

merly in moieties between the Davenports * and the Bromhalls"; the latter

moiety, which paſſed by marriage to another branch of the Davenports, was by

them ſold to the Mainwarings, who were afterwards poſſeſſed of the whole, and

continued in poſſeſſion towards the latter end of the ſeventeenth century: it is now

the property of Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle. In this townſhip is Wheltrough

or Weltrough, anciently called Tunſted, which for many generations was the

ſeat of a branch of the Davenports; from this branch deſcended the Davenports

of Bromhall, thoſe of Henbury, and thoſe of Woodford. The Weltrough fa

mily appear to have quitted Cheſhire about the latter end of the ſeventeenth cen

tury, and we have not been able to aſcertain whether they are extinct. Weltrough

afterwards became the property of the Holinſheds, and having paſſed by marriage

to the Brookes of Mere, was ſold by them in 1792 to the Rev. John Parker,

father of Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle, the preſent proprietor.

* Communicated by Sir J. T. Stanley Bart... from ancient deeds in the poſſeſſion of John

Glegg Eſq.

* Roger Davenport acquired it in marriage with Mary daughter of Robert Salmon.—Villare

Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid.

The
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The townſhip of Woodford lies about five miles N. by W. from Stockport; the

manor anciently called Wydford belonged to the Ardernes in the early part of

Edward the Third's reign: in 1370 it was purchaſed of the Warrens of Poynton

by John Davenport Eſq. of Weltrough *: the firſt of the family who ſettled at

Woodford was Nicholas, a younger ſon of Sir John Davenport of Henbury,

Juſtice of Lancaſhire, from whom it has deſcended in an uninterrupted male line

to the preſent poſſeſſor Davies Davenport Eſq. M. P. Woodford-Hall, many

years a ſeat of the Davenports, is now a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Worth lies ſomewhat more than five miles S. E. by S. from

Stockport; the manor was purchaſed by the late Sir George Warren about the

year 1792, of Edward Downes Eſq. in whoſe family it had been for many

generations: it is now, in right of his wife, the property of Lord Wiſcount

Bulkeley. -

The chapelry of Macclesfield, frequently called in ancient records Maxfield,

contains the townſhips of Macclesfield, Macclesfield-Foreſt, Hurdyfield, Kettleſhulme,

Pott-Shrigley, Rainow, Sutton, Wildboar-Clough, and Wincle.

Macclesfield is a populous corporate town which lies on the road from

London (by way of Leek) to Mancheſter, at the diſtance of about 166 miles

from the former, and 18 from the latter. It was made by Randal, one of the

Earls of Cheſter, a borough of 120 burgages. In or about the year 1261,

King Edward I. (being then Prince of Wales and Earl of Cheſter) made it a free

borough, granting the burgeſſes a mercatorial gild, and other privileges, which

were confirmed by King Richard II. and King Edward IV. By the conditions of

the Prince's charter the burgeſſes were obliged to grind only at the Earl's mill,

and to bake at his oven". Queen Elizabeth granted a charter of incorporation

to the burgeſſes of Macclesfield, under which their body corporate conſiſts

of twenty-four capital burgeſſes; out of theſe a mayor and two aldermen are

annually elected; but it appears that the town had been governed by a mayor

... • Conveyed by John Warren as ſon and heir of Cecily, who was wife of Sir Edward Warren

(Record in the Exchequer at Cheſter): this Cecily was the heireſs of Eton, who brought Poynton to

the Warrens, and it is probable that ſhe inherited Woodford from her brother Nicholas, who married

a daughter of Sir John Arderne, and died without iſſue. -

• ‘ It was acquired by marriage with the heireſs of William de Hulme about the year 1384 (from

the information of Edward Downes Eſq.). It is probable that the family of Hulme inherited by

female deſcent from an elder branch of the Worths of Worth: Mr. Downes quarters the arms of

Worth.

* This oven, or common bakehouſe, is now veſted in the crown as parcel of the earldom of

Cheſter; a leaſe of it was granted to 1)orothy Ward for twenty-four years and a half, to commence

from 1791.

- and
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and burgeſſes before this charter, for among the records of the corporation is an

account of Sir Edmund Savage, mayor of Macclesfield, and ſome of the bur

geſſes, falling at Flodden-field; this circumſtance may have given riſe to the tra.

dition of a petition having been preſented to King Henry VII. in conſequence of

a ſimilar circumſtance having happened at Boſworth ; we could not find any trace.

of this among the corporation papers": the fact, however, would not have been

improbable, as Sir John Savage of Macclesfield had the command of the left

wing of the Earl of Richmond’s army. The lateſt charter of the corporation is:

that of King Charles II., under which they now ačt; their officers are a town

clerk, a coroner, two ſerjeants at mace, &c. Among other articles delivered into

the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at mace in the year 1620, was “a bridle for a curſt

queane'.”

The market at Macclesfield, which is on Monday, is held by preſcription; it

was formerly a confiderable corn-market, but has declined. There are five fairs,

May 6, June 22, July 11 *, O&ober 4, and November 11; they are principally

for cloth, cutlery, toys, and pedlar's wares; the moſt confiderable is that in June,

called St. Barnabas' fair.

The ſilk and cotton trade is carried on to a conſiderable extent at Macclesfield,

there are nearly-thirty ſilk mills, ſome of them upon a large ſcale; and in Mac

clesfield and its ſuburbs about ten cotton fačtories: a great quantity of goods

of both ſorts is alſo manufačtured in private houſes; there are ſeveral muſlin, .

filk-weaving, and twiſt factories. The weaving of filk-handkerchiefs and the

making of ferret and calico are increaſing manufactures; the manufacture of

twiſt-buttons, for which Macclesfield was formerly celebrated, has much declined;

the ſmelting and refining of copper, and the making of braſs, have for ſome

time been dropped; the buildings formerly occupied for theſe works have

been lately advertiſed for ſale, and ſome of them have been converted into

cottages: there are five or fix dye-houſes in Macclesfield, principally for filk,

and in the ſuburbs a tape-manufaātory, and a bleaching-ground. According

* It is ſaid in Dr. Atkin's deſcription of the country round Mancheſter (p. 436), that a copy of

the petition to Henry VII, was in the town-cheſt, and that it prayed that although they were unable

to fill up the number of aldermen required by their charter, it might not be conſidered as broken,

ſince their townſmen had fallen in his ſervice; we cannot find that any ſuch copy of a petition is

now in exiſtence, or that any charter of the tenor alluded to ever was granted to the burgeſſes.

'Plott in his Natural Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, p. 389, gives a particular account of a bridle for

the correótion of ſcolds, as uſed in his time at Newcaſtle-under-Lyne and at Walſall, with a figure

of it at p. 390. The ſame inſtrument, which was commonly known by the name of the Branks,

appears to have been alſo uſed at Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne. See Brand’s Newcaſtle, vol. ii. P. I42.,

in the notes, .

* This fair was granted by the charter of Queen Elizabeth.

3 - to
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to the returns made to Parliament under the population ačt in 1801, the

number of houſes in Macclesfield was then one thouſand five hundred and

twenty-ſeven, of which one hundred and one were then uninhabited; the number

of inhabitants was then ſtated to be 8743', of whom 8509 were ſaid to be

chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or handicraft".

The manor of Macclesfield has been from time immemorial in the crown, as

pertaining to the earldom of Cheſter: in or about the year 1270 it was ſettled on

Eleanor the conſort of Prince Edward, afterwards King Edward I.' The manor

and borough of Macclesfield were ſold after the death of King Charles to Peter

Brereton and James Winſtanley; the manor and hundred, then on leaſe to the

Mainwarings, to Samuel Rowe. In the year 1762 William Earl of Harrington had

a leaſe from the crown of all cottages erected on the waſte and other encroachments

within the manor of Macclesfield: all coal-pits, all profits of court for the manor,

all mines, except royal mines, and all ſtone-quarries; in 1765 he had alſo a ſeaſe of

the manor and borough of Macclesfield; the royalty of digging coal, peat, and

turf; the profits of two fairs, yearly, and all courts belonging to the manor, and

all commons and waſtes, with the encroachments thereon. When the aët of

Parliament for incloſing the commons and waſte grounds within the manor and

borough of Macclesfield paſſed in 1791, it appeared that no courts had ever been

held under the authority of the leaſes granted to the Earl of Harrington; that

the only court held for “the manor and borough,” was a three weeks court by

the mayor for the trial of a&ions; that there were no copyhold eſtates held of the

ſaid manor and borough, nor any profits or perquiſites of court ariſing within the

ſame, that the profits of all the fairs had been received by the corporation, and that

no benefit had ever been derived by the leſſee from any mines, except coal-mines.

By this ačt all encroachments within the manor (except ſuch as had occurred

within ſixty years, and had no buildings ere&ed on them,) were ſecured on certain

terms, to their reſpective poſſeſſors: the manerial rights of the crown, with reſpect

to the ſoil, mines, and minerals, of the ſeveral waſte-grounds within the manor and

borough, were extinguiſhed, with the reſerve of coal mines; as a compenſation for

which conceſſions an allotment of 1 18 a. 2 r. 34 p. was made to his Majeſty,

which allotment and the right of digging coal, (of which there were four ſeams,

* The greater part of the houſes in the townſhips of Hurdsfield and Sutton, which are ſtated to

have contained (both together) 23:21 inhabitants, adjoin the town of Macclesfield, which would make

the whole population of the town and its ſuburbs to conſiſt of about 11,0co perſons; but the returns

were ſuppoſed to be very ſhort of the real ſtate of the population, which has ſince been confiderably

increaſed.

* There is evidently ſome great miſtake in the number of perſons not employed either in manufac.

'tures or agriculture, which is put down only at fourteen. * Pat. 54 Hen. III.

differing
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differing in depth, extent and value), were ſold in 1803, under the powers of the

land-tax redemption ačt to Charles Cooke Eſq. of Macclesfield". In the year

1776, the crown granted a leaſe of all fines and alienations upon ſurrenders within

the manor of Macclesfield", and all heriots, reliefs, and perquiſites of court, and

other profits therewith demiſed, to Thomas Duke of Leeds, whoſe grandſon, the

preſent duke, is in treaty with the crown for a renewal of the leaſe, it having

expired in July 1807. The corporation are entitled to all ſprings and water-courſes

for ſupplying the town with water, from which ſources, with the tolls of the

market and fairs, a confiderable emolument is derived. -

A court of record is held at Macclesfield once a month, for the liberty of the

hundred º, and another for the manor and foreſt of Macclesfield ; a court-leet alſo

is held for theſe juriſdićtions. It appears that in former times the juſtices of

Cheſter ſat as Juſtices in Eyre at Macclesfield, and that priſoners for felony and

other crimes were tried there, and underwent the ſentence of the law. After this

pračtice was diſcontinued, courts were held by the king's ſteward or his deputy.

There are now, befides the monthly courts above-mentioned, two ſeſſions held half

yearly, at times appointed by the recorder John Roe Eſq., generally in May and

November; two half-yearly courts alſo are held for the trial of civil cauſes by John

Gamaliel Lloyd Eſq., barriſter at law ", as deputy ſteward to the Earl of Derby.

King Edw. IV. granted the offices of maſter foreſter of the foreſt of Macclesfield,

and hereditary ſteward of the courts of the liberty of the hundred of Macclesfield,

and of the manor and foreſt of Macclesfield, to Thomas Lord Stanley, in whoſe

family, (except during Cromwell’s protećtorate, when they were for ſome time

held by Sir William Brereton,) they have ever ſince continued. The office of

hereditary keeper of the gaol at Macclesfield for the hundred and foreſt, paſſed in

marriage at an early period with the daughter of John the Gaoler, to the family of

* From the information of James Pillar Eſq., deputy-ſurveyor-general of the crown-lands.

* That is, of “the manor and foreſt” of Macclesfield, being diſtinét from “the manor and borough.”

°The following townſhips and diſtrićts are within the liberty of the hundred; Over Alderley, Nether

Alderley, Birtles, Bollin:fee, Beſley, Bramhall, Bredbury, Brinnington, Capeſthorne, Cheadle, Chelford,

Chorley, Dukenfield, Eaton, Etchell, Fallbroom, Handford, Henbury, Hyde, Marton, Mottram-Andrew,

Mottram in Longdendale, Newton in Preſtbury, Northenden, Pownall-fee, Romiley, Siddington, Snelſon,

Somerford. Booths, Stockport, Great-Warford, Werneth, Lower-Withington, Old Withington, IWoodford,

and Worth. The townſhips within the foreſt have been already enumerated (ſee p. 407, in the notes):

it appears that Boſley was formerly conſidered within the purlieus of the foreſt. The following

townſhips lie in both juriſdićtions ; Adlington, Butley, Gawſworth, Macclesfield, Norbury, Poynton,

Preſtbury, North-Rode, and Torkington. The conſtables of thoſe townſhips, which are printed in

Italics, are ſtill ſworn at the annual court-leet.

* Mr. John Clulow, attorney at Macclesfield, is alſo deputy-ſteward, under the Earl of Derby; and

Mr. David Browne, attorney, of the ſame place, clerk of the court. Mr. Browne is keeper of the

records of theſe courts, which are in good preſervation from the time of King Edward III.

Wol. II. 5 B Mottram,

-
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Mottram, who poſſeſſed it for a few deſcents, after which it paſſed to the Savages, and

from them by inheritance to the Earl of Cholmondeley; the gaol and the adjoining

tenement having been ſold by Lord Cholmondeley, now belong to the corporation.

Macclesfield-park, which belonged to the Savages, extended to a place called

Park-lane, nearly a mile to the S. and S.W. of the town ; the land was long ago

diſparked, and has been ſold by Lord Cholmondeley in ſmall lots; a field near

the town adjoining the Congleton-road, called the Caſtle-field, in which are traces of

buildings, was the ſite, probably, of an ancient caſtellated manſion of the Savages.

In a ſtreet called Back-wall-gate, a little to the ſouth of the church, are

ſome ſmall remains of a manſion of the Dukes of Buckingham. Smith in his

deſcription of Cheſhire (1585) ſpeaks of it as “a huge place all of ſtone, in

manner of a caſtle, which belonged to the Duke of Buckingham, but now

gone to decay".” Webb, writing in 1622, ſays, “in this towne are yet ſeen

ſome ruines of the ancient manor-houſe of the renowned Duke of Buckingham,

who (as yet report goeth) kept there his princely reſidence, about the time of

King Edward IV., of whoſe great hoſpitality there, much by tradition is reported *.”

From the poſitive manner in which Smith ſpeaks of this manſion as having been

the Duke of Buckingham's, only a century after the time of his death, there can

be little doubt of the fact ; but we have not met with the duke's name in any

record as conne&ed with Macclesfield. Stapleton-Hall in this town was the reſi

dence of the Stapleton family after they left Upton; Beate-Hall in Macclesfield,

deſcribed in ſome of the modern peerages as a ſeat of the Earl of Courtown, was

inherited by that nobleman from his anceſtors, but is a decayed manſion, occu

pied as a public-houſe. Worth-Hall, another dilapidated manſion, was the town

reſidence of the Worths, and is ſaid by tradition to have been the birth-place of

Archbiſhop Savage, but it is more probable that he was born at Macclesfield-park.

The parochial chapel of Macclesfield was originally built by King Edw. I. in the

year 1278; it was conſecrated by the biſhop of St. Aſaph, by virtue of a commiſſion

from Roger de Longeſpée biſhop of Lichfield". Smith deſcribes this chapel as having

a very high ſpire in 1585; it has now a handſome tower, but the ſpire has been long

removed: the chapel was enlarged and in great part rcbuilt in 1740. Thomas Savage,

archbiſhop of York, who was a native of Macclesfield, and died in the year 1508,

either founded or projećted the foundation of a college of ſecular prieſts or

canons *; as we cannot find any reference to the charter of foundation, or any

other records connected with the college, it is probable that his intentions were

" King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 45. * Ibid. part ii. p. 86.

* Pat. 7 Edw. I. m. 44. dorſ. * Sir Peter Leyceſter ſpeaks poſitively of the founda

tion being only intended. --Antiquities of Bucklow hundre', p. 132.

Ilever
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never fulfilled. Smith, writing in 1585, ſpeaks of the college as built, and ad

joining the church on the ſouth ſide, but adds that the ſteeple thereof was not fully

finiſhed". The chapel, which remains, is connected with the parochial chapel to

which it forms a ſouth aiſle, and has been the burial-place of the Savage family;

the moſt remarkable monuments in it are thoſe of Sir John Savage (father of the

archbiſhop), who died in 1495; Sir John Savage, who married the Earl of Somer

ſet's daughter, and died in 1528; Sir John Savage K. G., who built the manſion

at Rock-Savage, was ſeven times ſheriff of Cheſhire, three times mayor of Cheſter,

and died in 1597; and Thomas Savage Earl Rivers, who died in 1694; the

latter has the effigies of the earl in white marble by Staunton'. On the eaſt

wall of this chapel is a braſs-plate, with the effigies of Roger Legh, who died in 1506,

and his ſix ſons; above which is the figure of a mitred eccleſiaſtic kneeling at an

altar, with the following inſcription ‘: “The pardon for ſaying of W. pater-noſ” & V.

aves and a cred, is XXVI, thouſand yeres and XXVI. dayes of pardon.” Over the

door of the chapel are the arms of Savage quartered with thoſe of the ſees of Ro.

cheſter, London, and York, over which Archbiſhop Savage ſucceſſively preſided:

on the outſide of the chapel is an ancient monument, much worn, in which that pre

late's heart is ſaid to be depoſited. Archbiſhop Savage's chapel is now the property

of the Earl of Cholmondeley". In the Legh chapel are ſome memorials of the

family of Legh of Lyme; the epitaph of Perkin or Piers Legh has been already

given: on the north ſide of the church is the monument of a knight, upon

which was formerly to be ſeen the arms of Downes *; in the chancel was a

monument of alabaſter for one of the Leverſage family againſt the ſouth wall,

with the effigies of the deceaſed, and the arms of Leverſage and Ramſey impaledº.

The mayor is patron of Macclesfield chapel, ſubjećt to the approbation of the

biſhop; it was endowed by King Edward VI, with 51.6s. 8d. and by King

James I, with 5ol, per ann. payable out of the Exchequer, but liable to large

deductions; the grant was only during pleaſure, but has been renewed by ſuc

ceeding monarchs. -

A new chapel was built at Macclesfield in the year 1775, by Charles Roe Eſq.;

in 1779 an act of Parliament paſſed by which it was called Chriſt's-church or

chapel, and made a perpetual cure and benefice, to be ſubjećt to the biſhop of

Cheſter; in conſideration of his having endowed it with lool, per ann. the nomi

King's Vale-Royal, part i. * See further mention of the other monuments of the Savage

family, p. 449, 439, 451. * The braſs-plate on which was the effigies of Eliz. Legh

(the wife), has been renoved. * See the conne&tion of the Earl of Cholmondeley's family

with the Savages, p. 755. * Harl. MSS. N° 21 19. f. 155.—Church aotes taken in 1580.

* There was a family of this name at Macclesfield in the reign of Henry VI.

5 B 2 nation
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nation of the miniſter was veſted in Mr. Roe and his heirs. In the chancel of

this chapel is a monument by Bacon in memory of Charles Roe Eſq. the

founder, who died in 1781; the inſcription deſcribes him as particularly converſant

with the mineral ſtrata of the county, adding that he diſcovered the valuable mines

in Angleſea, and firſt eſtabliſhed the filk and copper manufactures at Macclesfield:

at ilis firſt entrance into buſineſs he had conducted the button and twiſt manu

fačtures, which had then long been the ſtaple commodities of the place.

The Preſbyterians, Quakers, and Independents, have meeting-houſes in Mac

clesfield, and there are two Methodiſts meeting-houſes.

Sir John Percival Knt. ſome time lord-mayor of London, founded a free gram

mar-ſchool at Macclesfield , which was his native place, and by his will, bearing

date 1502, dire&ed that lands of the yearly value of Iol. ſhould be purchaſed for

its endowment. The foundation of this ſchool has generally been attributed to

King Edward VI., who in the year 1552 further endowed the ſchool with ſixteen

acres of land near Cheſter, and ſeveral crofts, cloſes, meadows, and houſes, in

and near that city, parcel of the poſſeſſions of the college of St. John, called the

prebend's lands, together with all the lands and houſes which had belonged to the

chantry called the Petit-canonry, then, or late in the occupation of Richard

Brereton Eſq." As there are no lands now belonging to the ſchool in thoſe

townſhips, it is probable that the eſtates purchaſed under Sir John Percival's

will in Tytherington, Rainow, Hurdsfield, and Sutton”, were ſeized by the

crown on account of ſome informality, and that the meſſuages, lands, &c. in

Macclesfield, Broken-croſs, Mottram, and Preſtbury, ſpoken of in King Edward's

charter, as “his Majeſty's meſſuages, &c. heretofore granted, aſſigned, and

appointed, for the maintenance of a grammar-ſchool at Macclesfield,” were

given in lieu of them. All the eſtates granted by King Edward's charter,

(which makes no mention of the original founder or of his endowment,) were

to be held of the manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, by the yearly rent of 11. 5s. The

King's charter appoints that there ſhall be fourteen governors, inhabitants of the

will of Macclesfield and the pariſh of Preſtbury, and makes them a body corporate

* For all children that ſhould be ſent thither, without exception.

* Among the Harl. MSS. (Nº. 2095. f. 27. b.) is a rental of lands in Cheſter (temp. Edw. VI.)

late parcel of the prebend's lands at St. John's, and the chantry called the Petit-canonry, then valued

at only 8l. 17. 4d. per ann.

* Lands, meſſuages, &c. &c. in Macclesfield, Tytherington, Rainow, Hurdsfield, and Sutton,

were conveyed to the truſtees under Sir John Percival’s will by Robert Dukenfield, William Parſon

and John Parſon, A* 19 Hen. VII.; and certain lands, meſſuages, &c. in Mottram-Andrew, by

archbiſhop Savage the ſame year.

5 by
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by the name of the governors of the poſſeſſions, revenues, and goods of the free

grammar-ſchool of King Edward VI. in Macclesfield, with power to nominate a

maſter and uſher, to whom all the rents, revenues, &c. were to be appropriated,

and not otherwiſe, or to any other uſes and intentions.

In the year 1750 the governors ſold the old ſchool-houſe and ſome lands, pur

chaſed a capital meſſuage for the ſchool, which was repaired and altered for that

purpoſe, and made ſome other purchaſes and exchanges. As a ſančtion to theſe

proceedings, and for the purpoſe of procuring further powers, which the expe&ted

increaſe of the revenues rendered defirable, it was deemed requifite to apply for

an ačt of Parliament, which was obtained in the year 1768; this ačt, befides con

firming the above purchaſes and exchanges, and a rent-charge on the Cheſter

canal, which had been given in lieu of ſome land taken by the proprietors,

empowered the governors to ſell certain houſes and lay out the money ariſing

from the ſale in lands; to grant building or repairing leaſes; to make ſtatutes for

the ſchool with the advice of the biſhop of Cheſter; to appoint more maſters, for

the purpoſe of teaching the modern languages, writing, arithmetic, mathematics,

&c. there being always a head maſter, whoſe ſalary muſt not be leſs than 10ol.;

and an uſher, whoſe ſalary muſt not be leſs than 4ol. ; the ſalaries to be increaſed

at diſcretion; to diſmiſs maſters for immorality, incapacity, wilful negle&t of

their duty, or any other juſt and reaſonable cauſe, with the approbation of

the biſhop ; and in caſe of incapacity by the viſitation of God in the head

maſter, to allow him a penſion. At the time of paſſing this ačt the revenues

of the ſchool, which were then 17ol, per ann., were expected, by the falling in of

certain leaſes, to be raiſed ere long to 6ool, per ann.; they are now near 7ool.

The head maſter, the Rev. David Davies D. D. has a ſalary of 15ol, per ann.

and a houſe; the ſecond maſter, or uſher, 8ol. ; a French maſter, 5ol. The

governors ſupport alſo an Engliſh ſchool out of the funds of this inſtitution, al

lowing the maſter 4ol. per ann. and a houſe. They are empowered by the ačt to

appoint an agent to manage and receive the rents of the ſchool eſtates, and to

aſſign him a ſalary. John Brownſwerd, a celebrated grammarian and Latin poet,

was maſter of Macclesfield ſchool in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; he lies

buried in the chancel of the parochial chapel, where there is a tablet to his

memory, with the following inſcription: written by his ſcholar Thomas

* The preſent governors are Edward Thornycroft Eſq. of Thornycroft, Davies Davenport Eſq. of

Capeſthorne, John Glegg Eſq. of Old-Withington, R. S. C. Brooke Eſq. of Chelford, Rev. John

Watſon of Boniſhall, Edward Downes Eſq. of Shrigley, Themas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle, Robert

Hibbert Eſq. of Birtles, Francis Jodrell Eſq. of Henbury, Lawrence Wright Eſq. of Mottram

Andrew, Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, Michael Daintry of Sutton Eſq., and the Rev. John Rowlls

Browne, vicar of Preſtbury; there is one vacancy occaſioned by the death of John Ryle Eſq.

Newton,
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Newton', “Johanni Brownſwerdo, Macclesfeldenſi, Ludimagiſtro, viropio pariter

ac doćto, hic ſepulto et repullulaſcenti; Thomas Newton Butlenſis, pietatis, grati

tudinis et officii ergó p. - -

“Alpha poetarum, Coryphaeus grammaticorum,

Flos Padagogan bāc ſepelitur humo.

Obit 15 Apr. 1589.”

An alms-houſe for three poor widows was founded at Macclesfield in 1703,

by Mrs. Stanley, and endowed with 61 per ann.

The townſhip of Macclesfield-Foreſt is four miles S. S. E. from Macclesfield;

that of Wildboar-Clough adjoins it; the townſhip of Hurdsfield is nearly two miles

E. N. E. from Macclesfield; Kettleſhulme ſeven miles N. E.; Rainow three miles

N. E. by E.; and Wincle ſix miles S. E. by S. Theſe townſhips are all within

that diſtrićt which is called “ the manor and foreſt of Macclesfield,” of which

the Earl of Derby is hereditary ſteward and maſter-foreſters; they do not

compriſe any ſubordinate manors, the land-owners being copy-holders. In the

townſhip of Macclesfield-Foreſt is a chapel of eaſe called Foreſt-chapel, of which

Lord Derby is patron; it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty. In the

townſhip of Rainow are two chapels of eaſe, Rainow-chapel and Jenkin or Sal

tersford-chapel; the laſt mentioned being ſituated near Jenkin-croſs in the hamlet

of Saltersford, was built by the inhabitants in 1739, but was not conſecrated till

1794; in the townſhip of Wincle is a chapel of eaſe which was built in the reign

of King Charles I. ; the three chapels laſt mentioned are in the patronage of the

vicar of Preſbury; they have all been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty. At

Rainow is a ſchool for nine children endowed with rent-charges amounting to 31.

per ann. ", and at Saltersford a ſchool without any endowment. Swanſco-park, in

the townſhip of Hurdsfield, belonged anciently to the Earls of Derby, afterwards

to the Breretons of Hondford'; it is now the property of Meſſrs. Thomas and

Gervas Ward. Wincle-Grange, in the townſhip of Wincle, belonged to Com

'bermere-abbey, and was granted to the Cottons with other eſtates of that mo

naſtery"; it is now by purchaſe the property of Michael Daintry Eſq.

In a letter from the Rev. Francis Brokeſby to Mr. Thomas Hearne, printed at

the end of the ſixth volume of Leland's Itinerary, and dated 1711, is an ac

* See p. 726. * See a further account of Macclesfield-Foreſt and the grant of the office of

Maſter-foreſter, p. 407; the Duke of Leeds has a leaſe of all fines and alienations upon ſurrenders,

in this manor. See p. 737.

* We are ſo informed in anſwer to our local inquiries; but in the returns of charitable donations

to the houſe of commons in 1786, it is ſtated that Mr. Daniel Nixon gave land then let at 2 1. per ann.

for teaching fix children; Mr. Porter land, then let at 11 per ann., for teaching three children; and

that there was a benefaction in money by a perſon unknown, then producing 10 f. per ann. for

teaching one child. : A* 1662–Harl. MSS. N° 2010. 5 Record in the Augmentation-office.

count
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eount communicated to him by a friend, from the relation of a gentleman who,

was a native of that place, of Margaret Broadhurſt of Hedgerow in the townſhips

of Rainow, who is ſaid to have lived to the great age of 140 years; this narra

tive ſtates that ſhe was born at Over in Delamere-foreſt, that ſhe was ſome years

a ſervant at Shrigley-Hall in the family of Downes; that ſhe afterwards married

Humphrey Broadhurſt, a labourer in huſbandry; that they brought up nine

children; that ſhe always lived on the moſt fimple food; that in her old age ſhe

was much viſited by all ranks of people from curioſity, and that ſome years before

her death ſhe was ſent for to Dunham-Maſſey by Sir George Booth, who offered

to take care of her as long as ſhe lived, but that after a month's ſtay, ſhe told

Sir George that ſhe muſt return to her old fare or die ſhortly. She is ſaid to have

been buried at Preſtbury about the year 1650, but the entry of her burial is not to

be found in the regiſter; it was in vain to expect any ſatisfactory evidence as toº

her birth from that at Over, as her maiden name was not known. One paſſage

in the letter of Mr. Brokeſby’s correſpondent borders a little on the marvellous,

fpeaking of the age of this old woman, who went by the name of “the cricket

of the hedge,” he ſays, “that the computation is very moderate,” is evident from

the teſtimony of one Mrs. Brideoak, ſent me by Mr. L.; ſhe out of curioſity viſited

the old cricket, and demanding her age, ſhe anſwered, “I was fourſcore years old

when I bare that ſnicket (meaning her daughter, then preſent), and ſhe is now

threeſcore years old:” he could not be informed how long ſhe ſurvived that viſit.”

The townſhip of Pott-Shrigley lies about four miles and a half N. N. E.

from Macclesfield. Shrigley has been for many generations the property and

ſeat of the ancient family of Downes; Shrigley-Hall is now the ſeat of Edward

1)ownes Eſq. whoſe anceſtor became poſſeſſed of it early in the fourteenth century,

moſt probably by marriage with the heireſs of Shrigley of Shrigley'. In this.

townſhip is Pott-chapel", originally called Downes chapel, from its founder

Geffrey Downes Eſq. who in the reign of Henry VII. endowed it by will with

lands (afterwards taken away by the crown), which would now have been of

conſiderable value"; it has ſince had a ſmall augmentation from Queen Anne's

bounty: Mr. Downes is patron. In this townſhip is a ſchool, founded in 1684.

by John Barlow, and endowed with a rent charge of 61, per ann", for a maſter,

'See p. 365. * The hamlet of Pott gave name to a family of gentry who had an

eſtate here for many generations, now repreſented by Charles Potts Eſq. of Cheſter. Pott-Hall,

which had belonged to the family of Pott, paſſed ſucceſſively to Edward Swan, and the Beeches; it

is now, by purchaſe from the latter, the property of Edward Downes Eſq.

" Probably 5ccl. per ann. at the leaſt : in Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Cºſtrienſis it is ſaid, that they

would have been worth 2col, then (nearly a century ago).

* We have been ſo informed in anſwer to our local inquiries, but the returns mentioned in note (')

flate the donation to be land, let in 1786 at 61 per ann.

and:
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and 20s, to buy books; Mr. William Lunt in 1688 gave a rent-charge of 21.

per ann. to this ſchool. Beriſtall or Beriſtow-Hall in Shrigley was for many

generations the ſeat of a younger branch of the Shrigley family, which was not

extinét in 1662", when the hall was ſold to alderman Lunt of Macclesfield; it

was afterwards the property of Legh Watſon Eſq., by whoſe grandaughters

(married to the Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, and the Rev. William Bowneſs) it was

ſold to Mr. John Beech of Shaw, near Cheadle in Staffordſhire; it is now by

purchaſe from that family the property of Edward Downes Eſq. Mr. Downes

alſo is the preſent owner of Ridacre-Hall in this townſhip, which had belonged

to Legh Watſon Eſq.

The townſhip of Sutton, or Sutton-Downes, lies ſomewhat more than two

miles S. S. E. from Macclesfield; this townſhip gave name to a family, the an

ceſtor of which poſſeſſed the manor by grant from Hugh Kevelioc Earl of Cheſter".

Of this family was Sir Richard Sutton Knt. one of the founders of Brazen-noſe

college in Oxford: on the death of Richard Sutton, the laſt heir-male, in 1611,

this eſtate paſſed to his two fiſters and co-heirs, one of whom married Sir Hum.

phrey Davenport, of the Bramhall family, the other Sir Philip Monkton, anceſtor

of Lord Viſcount Galway. Sir Humphrey Davenport, who was made baron of

the exchequer in 1630, purchaſed Sir Philip's ſhare; his great grand-daughter

brought the manor of Sutton in marriage to Sir Rowland Bellaſys, anceſtor of

the late Earl of Fauconberg; it now belongs to the Earl of Lucan, who married

one of his daughters and co-heirs. A part of the ancient hall has been fitted up

for the Counteſs of Lucan's reſidence, the remainder is occupied by a farmer.

The manor of Sutton being within the purlieus of the foreſt of Macclesfield, was

held formerly by the ſervice of free-foreſtery, by which its owner was bound to

follow the king’s ſtandard in war with the ſame arms (bows and arrows) with

which he guarded his bailiwick of the foreſt, and whilſt attending in the wars

he was exonerated from the cuſtody of his bailiwick: the manors of Diſley,

Marple, Taxall, and others, were held by the ſame ſervice". The foreſters were

entitled to timber and firewood within their own diſtrićts, with other perquiſites,

and they had the liberty of fiſhing within the foreſt, and of taking foxes, hares,

ſquirrels, bawſons (badgers), otters, muſketts, and eagles ".

Hollyns, or Holinſhed, in the townſhip of Sutton was the original reſidence of

the ancient family of that name; they afterwards ſettled at Cophurſt' in this town

* Harl. MSS. N° 20 ſo. ° Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Woodmoth's Colle&tions, p. 122, 123, from inquiſitions at Cheſter, 6 Edw. I.

* MS. in the poſſeſſion of David Browne Eſq. * Cophurſt belonged faterwards to the

Leghs of Ridge, and is now the property of Mr. James Bullock a farmer, and in his own occupation.

ſhip,
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ſhip, Heywood in Alderley, and elſewhere; Holinſhed the hiſtorian was of the

Cophurſt branch, and moſt probably a native of that place; Hollyns is now a

farm-houſe, the property of William Stonhewer Eſq. Ridge in this townſhip

was for many generations the ſeat of a branch of the Leghs, deſcended from

Jenkin, or John Legh, (a younger ſon of the firſt Sir Piers Legh of Lyme,) who

married the heireſs of Alcock of Ridge. Ridge-Hall, which is now a farm-houſe,

was ſold by Thomas Legh (mayor of Macclesfield in 1761), the lineal deſcendant

of Jenkin above-mentioned", to William Norton M. D.; it is now under the will

of his laſt ſurviving fiſter, the property of William Smyth Eſq., profeſſor of modern

hiſtory in the univerſity of Cambridge. Mr. John Upton gave the ſum of lool.

4 per cent. for the purpoſe of inſtructing poor children of this townſhip.

PULFoRD, in the hundred of Broxton, and deanery of Cheſter, lies five miles

S. by W. from Cheſter: it contains two townſhips, Pulford, and Pulton, or

Poulton. -

The manor of Pulford is ſaid to have been held at an early period by a family of

the ſame name under the Ormſbies' until the year 1239, when Ralph de Ormeſbie

granted his caſtle at Pulford and all his lands to Robert de Pulford ; from the Pul

fords this manor paſſed by a female heir to the Groſvenors. On the death of Robert

Groſvenor of Hulme in 1464, Pulford paſſed with Catherine, one of his daughters

and co-heirs, to the family of Winnington, and with the heireſs of that family to

the Warburtons". Sir Peter Warburton ſold it to the late Robert Townſend

Eſq. of Chriſtleton, who by his will deviſed it to truſtees for the purpoſe of ſale,

after a certain period not yet elapſed. The patronage of the rectory has always

been annexed to the manor. -

At Poulton * was an abbey, founded in 1153, as a cell to that of Comber.

mere by Robert, the Earl of Cheſter's baker, when his lord was a priſoner to

King Stephen. The founder placed in it ſome monks of the Ciſtercian order,

who were to pray for the earl's ſafety and welfare: after his releaſe from priſon

the earl confirmed the foundation of this abbey, and granted the monks a fiſhery

* This family has removed from Cheſhire, but is not extinë. See p. 359. .

‘Villare Ceſtrienſe.—The name ſeems to have been written erroneouſly for Orrebies; for it is ſaid

in the ſame place that Robert Pulford held under Sir Peter Arderne, temp. Edward I., and it is well

known that the heireſs of Orreby married Arderne. The Orrebies had a caſtle at Aldford, but it is

poſſible they might have had another at Pulford, as both places were ſo near the borders of what was

in ancient times an enemy's country. Pulford-caſtle is ſaid to have been built for the purpoſe of

checking the inroads of the Welſh. (Harl. MSS. N° 2155.) There are now no remains of a caſtle

at Pulford, nor any traces of earth-works to denote its fite. * Villare Cedrienſe. . .

* The townſhip of Poulton or Pulton, lies about five miles and a half S. by W. from Cheſter.

Vol. II, 5 C •,• in
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in the Dee, and exemption from paying toll for grinding their corn at his mills

in Cheſter. In 1214, this abbey, chiefly on account of the frequent incurſions

of the Welſh, was removed to Dieulacres in Staffordſhire 7. After the diſſolution

the manor of Pulton with the Grange-hall chapel, and certain tithes in Pulford

and Pulton, were granted (anno 1544) to Sir George Cotton”. This eſtate was

not long afterwards in the Manleys, who ſold it to the anceſtor of Earl Groſ.

venor, the preſent proprietor: there are no remains of the chapel, which was in

a ſtate of decay in 1672.

RostherNE, or RosTHoRNE, in the hundred of Bucklow, and deanery of

Frodſham, lies about three miles and a half nearly north of Knutsford, and about

the ſame diſtance S.W. from Altrincham. The pariſh of Knutsford was taken

out of Roſtherne, by A& of Parliament, as before-mentioned; it now contains,

excluſively of the chapelry of Over-Peover, the townſhips of Roſtherne, High

Legh, Mere, Millington, Over-Tabley-cum-Sudlowe, and Tatton ; beſides one half of

the townſhips of Agden and Bollington, which have been already deſcribed, under

Bowden.

The manor of Roſtherne, which belonged, when the ſurvey of Domeſday was

taken, to Gilbert Venables, baron of Kinderton, was held under that barony at

a very early period by the family of Roſtherne, which ended in two female heirs

in the reign of Henry II.", a moiety of it paſſed to a younger branch of the

Venables family, who had a ſeat at Roſtherne; this moiety was conveyed by

William Venables about the year 1320, to the anceſtor of Willoughby Legh Eſq.

of Booths", the preſent proprietor: the other moiety paſſed with one of the

co-heireſſes of Humphrey de Roſtherne to the Maſſeys of Tatton, and has

ſince paſſed with the Tatton eſtate * to the preſent proprietor, Wilbraham Eger

ton Eſq. -

In the pariſh church is an ancient tomb of one of the Venables family", and

monuments or other memorials for the families of Legh of High-Legh, Egerton

of Tatton, Daniel of Tabley, Maſſey of Roſtherne", and Brooke of Mere. The

Leghs have a chapel at the end of the ſouth-aiſle; the Egertons at the end of

the north-aiſle; in the latter is a ſumptuous monument by Bacon, in memory

of the late Samuel Egerton Eſq. of Tatton-Park, twenty-fix years one of

the repreſentatives in Parliament for the county of Cheſter, who died in 1780.

* Dugdale’s Monaſt. I. 890. * B.ſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſtrienfis.

• Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * See the account of that townſhip, p. 748.

* See p. 445. * The Maſſeys of Denfield in Roſtherne were a younger branch of the

Maſſeys of Tatton : the laſt of the Maffeys of Roſtherne, moſt probably the ſame family as thoſe of

Denfield, died in 1795.

- 2 4. - The
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The church of Roſtherne, which belonged to the abbey of Laund in

Leiceſterſhire, was given after the diſſolution to the dean and canons of Chriſt

church college in Oxford; the patronage of the vicarage continued in the

Barons of Kinderton, and belongs now to Lord Vernon as repreſentative of

the Venables family. There is a ſchool at Roſtherne, but it has no other

endowment than the intereſt of 10 1., given by W. Hough. Bucklow-Hill, in

this townſhip, gives name to the hundred.

The townſhip of High-Legh lies five miles N. W. by N. from Nether-Knutsford;

the manor belonged, at the time of the Domeſday ſurvey, to Gilbert Venables

Baron of Kinderton; as early as the reign of Edward I, it was in moieties between

the two families of Legh. One moiety belonged to the Leghs of Eaſt-Hall in

High-Legh. This ancient family had then been for many generations' in poſſeſſion,

and the eſtate has deſcended in uninterrupted male ſucceſſion to the preſent pro

prietor, George John Legh Eſq. of Eaſt-Hall, lineally deſcended from the Leghs

of Northwood in High-Legh, whoſe anceſtor Thomas Legh was, after a long

ſuit at law, declared the next male heir to Ralph Legh of Eaſt-Hall, in whom

the elder branch of the family became crtinét in the reign of Edward IV 4.

Eaſt. Hall was re-built with ſtone in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Thomas

Legh Eſq.

The other moiety of High-Legh belonged, in the reign of Edward the Third,

to Thomas de Legh, who gave one half of this moiety to his half-brother, Ralph

de Hawarden. This portion, being one-fourth of the manor of High-Legh, paſſed

afterwards to the Maſſeys, from whom it has deſcended with Tatton to the preſent

proprietor, Wilbraham Egerton Eſq. Thomas de Legh above-mentioned was ſon

of Richard de Lymme, who married Agnes, daughter and heireſs of Richard de

Legh, lord of a moiety of High-Legh, and great-grandſon of Hamo, who is ſaid

to have been a younger ſon of one of the Barons of Kinderton", and to have

taken the name of Legh from the place of his refidence, as his deſcendant,

Thomas, ſon of Richard de Lymme, did, on ſucceeding to the eſtates of his

mother at High-Legh. Weſt-Hall is the occaſional reſidence of his immediate

deſcendant Egerton Leigh Eſq., who poſſeſſes by inheritance from his anceſtor,

the above-mentioned fourth part of the manor of High-Legh.

Swineyard in High-Legh was the ſeat of a younger branch of the Leghs

of Eaſt-Hall; it now belongs to George John Legh Eſq. and is occupied

as a farm-houſe. Northwood-Hall, which was the property and ſeat of the

Leghs of Eaſt-Hall, before they ſucceeded to the eſtates of the elder branch,

* See p. 358. & Smith's Heraldic Colle&tions, f. 25. 5. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

5 C 2 is
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is now the property of Trafford Trafford Eſq., late Trafford Leigh Eſq. of

Oughtrington, and is occupied as a farm-houſe. A freehold eſtate in this

townſhip, which had been in the Gleyve family from the reign of Henry III.

till the death of John Gleyve Eſq., the laſt heir-male in 1673, belongs to T. L.

Brooke Eſq. of Mere, in whoſe family it has been for a confiderable time. A

chapel of eaſe was built at High-Legh in the year 1581, by Thomas Legh Eſq.,

probably on the fite of the ancient church which is ſpoken of in the Survey of

Domeſday. There was another chapel near Weſt-Hall, built about the reign

of Henry IV., which had been converted to other uſes before the year 1666':

it was for this chapel probably that a licence to celebrate Divine Service was

procured in 1408". A ſchool-houſe was built for this townſhip by the inha

bitants in 1717, but the ſchool had no endowment, till, upon a late incloſure of

the common-lands, one Cheſhire acre of land was allotted to the maſter.

The townſhip of Mere lies about two miles and a half N. W. from Nether

Knutsford; the manor was held at an early period under the barons of Kinderton,

who had poſſeſſed it at the time of the Domeſday Survey, by the family of Mere",

the deſcendants of which in 1652 ſold it to Thomas Brooke Eſq. anceſtor of

Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, the preſent proprietor. Strethill-farm

in this townſhip, for ſeveral generations the ſeat of the Cocker family, was pur

chaſed of Hugh Cocker before the year 1666, by Henry Legh of Eaſt Hall".

William Grantham left 31 per ann. for teaching fifteen poor children of this

townſhip.

The townſhip of Millington lies about four miles and a half N. N. W.

from Knutsford; the manor belonged to the family of Millington from a very

early period till the death of William Millington Eſq. in 1666: it was not long

afterwards in the Heyfords, from whom it paſſed by marriage to Sir John Thorold

Bart., the preſent proprietor: the hall is occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Over-Tabley lies two miles W. by N. from Knutsford; in the

time of William the Conqueror the manor belonged to William Fitz-Nigel Baron

of Halton; it was not long afterwards divided into three parts. One-third was

conveyed by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter in 1187, to Adam Dutton", whoſe

ſon Geffrey gave it to the Tableys; Sir Thomas Daniers, whoſe poſterity uſually

* In ſome MSS. collečtions for Cheſhire by John Legh Eſq. of Ridge, written in or about the

reign of Charles 1. it is ſaid that the chapel at Weſt-Hall was become ſomewhat ruinated by reaſon

of its proximity to the chapel at Eaſt-Hall, the two houſes being within a ſtone’s-throw of each

other. Harl. MSS. 2155. f. 7.2. . * Biſhop Gaſtrell's Notitia Ceſtrienſis.

* See more particulars of the family of Mere, p. 387. * Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities.

* See p. 485, in the notes.
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wrote their name Daniel, married the heireſs of Adam de Tabley about the year

1417, and ſettled at Tabley; his deſcendant in the reign of Queen Elizabeth

became poſſeſſed of a ſecond portion of the manor, which had belonged to

another branch of the Tableys *, and being afterwards in the Stanley family,

was forfeited to the crown by the attainder of Sir William Stanley. On the

death of Sir Samuel Daniel, the laſt male heir in 1726, this eſtate paſſed by

bequeſt to his nephew Sir William Dukenfield Bart., who took the name of

Daniel in addition to his own. A moiety of this eſtate was purchaſed about

the year 178o of John Aſtley Eſq., who married Lady Daniel, by Peter Brooke

Eſq. in truſt for his ſon Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq. of Mere, the preſent

proprietor; the other moiety, by the guardians of Sir J. F. Leiceſter, during

his minority. Over-Tabley-Hall the ſeat of the Daniels is now occupied by Mrs.

Brooke, mother of T. L. Brooke Eſq. The remaining third part of Over

Tabley was given to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh by Roger de Main

waring, and was held under that convent by William Tabley, who gave it to

Sir John Grey, and from him it paſſed to Roger Leyceſter, Lord of Nether-Tabley',

anceſtor of Sir J. F. Leiceſter the preſent proprietor. At Over-Tabley by the

road fide was a chapel of eaſe, built according to Sir Peter Leyceſter, (who ſays

it was generally known by the name of the Chapel in the Street) in the reign of

Henry VI. Sudlow, a hamlet of this townſhip, belonged for many generations to

the family of the Leghs of Booths; it is now the property of Sir J. F. Leiceſter

Bart.

The townſhip of Tatton lies two miles north from Knutsford; the manor be.

longed at an early period to a family which took its name from the townſhip; it

was held partly under the barony of Halton, and partly under the priory of St.John

of Jeruſalem; from the Tattons it paſſed with the heireſs of the elder branch of

that family to Sir Richard Maffey, about the year 1286. Joan, daughter and

heir of Sir Geffrey Maſſey, brought this manor to William Stanley Eſq., ſon and

heir of Sir William Stanley of Holt; this William Stanley left an only child, Joan,

who died in 1570, being then the widow of Sir Richard Brereton, her ſecond

huſband, whoſe ſon ſucceeded to the Tatton eſtate. Richard Brereton the

grandſon, having no iſſue, ſettled it on his brother-in-law, Sir Thomas Egerton,

lord chancellor of England, and anceſtor of the earls and dukes of Bridgewater;

John, the ſecond Earl of Bridgewater, gave Tatton to his third ſon the Hon.

Thomas Egerton: this branch of the Egerton family became extinct in 1780, by the

* See the particulars of the manner in which the Daniels obtained poſſeſſion of this eſtate in Sir

Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 363. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.
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death of Samuel Egerton Eſq. one of the knights of the ſhire. Mr. Egerton deviſed

Tatton, and his other eſtates, to his ſiſter, the wife of William Tatton Eſq. of

Withenſhaw, whoſe grandſon Wilbraham Egerton Eſq. is the preſent proprietor;

his father took the name of Egerton, purſuant to his uncle's will. Tatton-park is

of large extent", and pleaſantly ſituated ; the preſent hall, a large ſtone manſion,

has been ſome years in building, and is now nearly completed from the deſigns

of Mr. Samuel Wyatt.

Norſhagh, a hamlet of Tatton, has paſſed with the manor of that townſhip.

The chapelry of Over-Peover compriſes the townſhips of Over-Peover,

Marthall, and Snelſºn; the manor of Over-Peover had been the reſidence of the

Mainwarings for thirty generations, when that ancient family became extinét

by the death of the late Sir Henry Mainwaring in 1797. The firſt of the family

who occurs with the name of Meſnilwaren, or Mainwaring", was Richard de

Meſnilwaren, who granted certain tithes to Cheſter abbey in 1093. It is ſup

poſed, with much probability, that he was the ſon of Ranulphus who held Pevre

at the time of the Domeſday Survey, and father of Ranulphus de Meſnilwaren

judge of Cheſter in the reign of Henry II. The elder branch of the Mainwarings

was ſettled at Warmicham, and became extinct in the reign of Richard II.

William Mainwaring of Peover married a co-heireſs of Praers in the reign of

1.dward III. ; by this match he acquired the Baddiley eſtate. Sir Ralph Mainwaring

in the reign of Queen Elizabeth re-built Peover-Hall (which before had been of

timber) with brick. Sir Thomas Mainwaring, who was created a baronet in 1660,

was engaged in a long controverſy with Sir Peter Leyceſter concerning the legitimacy

of Amicia daughter of Hugh Kevelioc Earl of Cheſter, which had been impeached

by Sir Peter in his Hiſtorical Antiquities; ſeveral pamphlets were publiſhed by each

of the contending parties, and the controverſy was not terminated, but by the

death of Sir Peter Leyceſter, at which time Sir Thomas Mainwaring had a reply

to his laſt pamphlet ready for the preſs": in 1711 Sir John Mainwaring Bart.

ſold this manor to his brother Henry, who ſettled at Peover; his ſon ſucceeded

to his uncle’s title and eſtates; the title became extinët in 1797 by the death

of Sir Henry Mainwaring, who having bequeathed his eſtates to his half-brother,

Thomas Wetenhall Eſq. of Nantwich, he took the name of Mainwaring : his ſon,

* It contains about two thouſand acres of land, but a part of it is every year in tillage.

* In a MS. volume drawn up by Sir William Dugdale, now in the poſſeſſion of Sir H. M.

Mainwaring, 131 different modes of ſpelling the name of Mainwaring are enumerated, all of which

have occurred in old records, or in more modern writings.

: Gough's Britiſh Topography, Vol. i. p. 258. z

who
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who ſucceeded to this eſtate, was created a baronet in 1804, being now Sir Henry

Mainwaring Mainwaring, Bart.

Near Over-Peover-Hall, the ſeat of Sir Henry M. Mainwaring, is a parochial

chapel, ſuppoſed by Sir Peter Leyceſter to have been originally ere&ted in or

about the reign of Edward III. In the ſouth tranſept of this chapel are the arms

of Mainwaring, with numerous impalements, and the monuments of Randal

Mainwaring Eſq. who died in 1456, and his wife Margaret Bulkeley'. In the

north aiſle of the chancel is the tomb of Sir John Mainwaring", who died in the

ninth year of the reign of Henry VI. and Joan his wife’, daughter of “the baron

of Stockport';” that of Sir John Mainwaring who died in 1515, with figures

engraved on ſtone of himſelf, his lady, and fifteen children, and that of Philip Main

waring Eſq., who died in 1573 . The laſt-mentioned Sir John bequeathed to one

of his daughters three hundred marks, and to the other two hundred marks for

their marriage, if they ſhould continue of honeſt converſation and diſpoſition, and

marry with conſent of their mother and brother; the money ariſing from the ſale

of his ſon's marriage, he bequeathed to the uſes of his will ; to the marriage of his

* See p. 449.

* This Sir John Mainwaring was a retainer to the Earl of Buckingham : the following extra&

from the indenture by which he engaged himſelf in the Earl's ſervice, will tend to explain the

nature of the conneétion ſubfifting between the ancient nobility and the gentry who compoſed

thoſe ſplendid retinues by which they were accompanied on all public occaſions. By this inden

ture the earl gave to Sir John Mainwaring “an annuall fee of tenne poundes to bee commyng

out of his lordſhippe of Rothewell in the county of Northampton at the termes of Eaſter and

St. Michael, by equal porcions, for the whiche the ſeyd crle hath witholde to him the ſaid

Sir John for terme of lyf, to doe him ſervice before all other in pees and werre ; that is to witte,

in pees to come, when he is commaunded, to the ſaid Erle's preſence, to all places on this ſyde the ſee;

to ſojorne and ryde with him, with as mony men and horſes, moo or fewer, as the ſaid erle lifle to

aſſigne reſnably, after the degree and power of the ſaid Sir John, for the which the ſame Sir John

fhall have ſuche bouche of court and lyve for hym, his ſeyde men and horſes, duryng his tyme of

demure in the preſence of the ſeyde erle, with reſnable allowance of his coſtes for his comyng and

returneing home ageyne; and in caſe the ſeyde erle be ordeyned in any vyage of werre on this ſyde

the ſee or beyonde, the ſaid Sir John ſhall be redy upon reſnable warnyng, to gºe with the feyde erle

in the feyd vyage, with ſuch noumbre of men of armes and of archers as the feyde crle ſhall liſte to

aſſigne or appoynte according to his degree; for the which the feyd Sir John ſhall have for hym, hys

ſeyde men of armes and archers, ſuch wages and rewardes as the ſeyde erle ſhall take of our fovirayne

lorde, or any other hys capytayne duryinge the ſeyde vyage, with ſhypſºn and reſhyppeſon reſhable

for hym and them.” MS. Hiſtory of the Mainwaring family, by Sir Thomas Mainwaring Bart->

now at Peover-Hall.

* This was his ſecond wif.; his firſt wife was Margaret Delves. * See p. 449.

* Set P. 459.
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relation Catherine Mainwaring, he gave 6s. 8d.: all his heir-looms he be.

queathed to his ſon, according to the cuſtom of the country. In an aiſle on the

north-fide of the chapel, built by Helen Mainwaring about the year 1647, is a

monument with figures in white marble of Philip Mainwaring, (ſon and heir of

Sir Randle Mainwaring,) who died in 1647, and the ſaid Helen his wife: at

the eaſt end of this aiſle is the monument of Sir John Mainwaring, who died

in 1702. In Over-Peover chapel is a fingular memorial for Mr. William Little

boys, with the following inſcription, on a wooden tablet, underneath the re

preſentation of death ſtanding on a corpſe, wrapped in a ſhroud.

“ Stand and heare a dead man ſpeake, let not life too much enamour;

I myſelf have found her weake, thou ſhalt have like cauſe of clamour,

Great breadth of land, with rich built cages,

Goulden earth which men do ſwallow,

Youth befooling of the wiſe,

Beauty in her daintieſt formes,

Age will teach thee to deſpyſe;

Death ſhall make a meale for wormes.

If vanitie doe thinke this ſtrange,

Take me an inſtance of the change.

“This is the emblem and epitaph of Mr. William Littleboys, who lived and

died religiouſly, whereof he hath made a large manifeſtation by his charitable

bounty to remain for ever to the poor of Wickham in Buckinghamſhire, the

place of his birth, and Over-Peover in Cheſhire where now his body lies interred

till his joyful reſurrečtion; Obiit 1624.”

There is a ſmall ſtipend belonging to Over-Peover chapel, payable by the vicar

of Roſtherne, and it has been augmented by private benefačtions to the amount of

6ool. which has been laid out in lands; Sir H. M. Mainwaring appoints the curate.

A ſchool-houſe was built by ſubſcription at Over-Peover, about the year 1730;

it has an endowment of about 1ol, a year, with which four boys and four girls

are taught and clothed.

The townſhip of Marthall lies three miles E. S. E. from Knutsford: the manor

was held at an early period by the Winningtons under the Mainwarings; the

late Sir Peter Warburton, who was repreſentative of the Winningtons, ſold it to

Samuel Egerton Eſq. of Tatton; having paſſed with the Tatton eſtate", it is now the

* See p. 748.

property
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property of Wilbraham Egerton Eſq. The hamlet of Little-Warford", which is

included in one townſhip with Marthall, was part of the ancient inheritance of the

Mainwarings; in the reign of Henry III. it was given by Roger Mainwaring to Sir

Robert de Vernon. Gilbert Lee Eſq. being poſſeſſed of this eſtate in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to John Millington and William Hough ; Mil

lington's moiety belonged in 1666 to Millington Coulthurſt ‘; three-fourths of

this eſtate are now by inheritance from the Coulthurſts the property of Mr. Samuel

Holland: the other moiety, having paſſed through the families of Antrobus,

Coulthurſt, and Smith, was ſold to Sir Randle Mainwaring in 16 19: Sir

J. T. Stanley has now a fourth part of this hamlet, which was purchaſed of the re

preſentatives of Dr. Norbury: the whole hamlet is within the manor of Great

Warford.

The townſhip of Snelleſton, or Snelſon, lies five miles S. E. from Knutsford: the

manor paſſed from the family of Snelleſton to that of Sulyard, in or about the year

1530: there is now no manor; the principal land-owner in the townſhip is

Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle.

RUNcorn, in the hundred of Bucklow and deanery of Frodſham, lies about

ſix miles N. N. W. from Frodſham, and four miles from Warrington. It contains

nineteen townſhips, three of which are in the chapelry of Aſton, ten in the chapelry

of Dareſbury, and three in the chapelry of Halton; the others are Runcorn, for

merly divided into two townſhips, Runcorn-Superior and Runcorn-Inferior; Clifton,

and JWeſton. -

The royalty of Runcorn belongs to the Earl of Cholmondeley, as annexed to

the honour of Halton; the land-owners, who were formerly copy-holders under

Halton, now hold their eſtates in fee-farm, in conſequence of purchaſes made

of the crown in the reign of King Charles I. Lord Cholmondeley has alſo an

eſtate, called in ancient records the third-part of Over-Runcorn, which was for

many generations in the Duttons, and was ſold by their repreſentatives the Gerards,

to the Savages of Rock-Savage".

In the year 915, Ethelfleda, ſiſter of King Edward the Elder, and widow of

Ethelred Earl of Mercia, is ſaid to have built a town and caſtle near the river

Merſey, at a place then called Romicofan, now Runcorn ‘: ſome traces of ancient

buildings, ſuppoſed to have been the fite of this caſtle, are to be ſeen at a place

* Little Warford lies four miles E. S. E. from Knutsford. * Sir Peter Leyceſter.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities, p. 351. • Ralph Higden.

Vol. II. 5 D called
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called the Caſtle-Rock, about three hundred yards from the pariſh church, down

the river; this part of the Merſey is called Runcorn-Gap, and is about four

hundred yards wide at high-water; it was an important ſituation for a garriſon, as

it commanded the paſſage from the kingdom of Mercia to that of Northum

berland. In the year 1 133 William Fitz-Nigel founded a monaſtery of canons

regular at Runcorn, which in or about the reign of King Stephen was removed to

Norton'. -

In the pariſh church, which is ſituated at Lower-Runcorn, are monuments of

Sir John Cheſshyre, prime-ſerjeant to Queen Anne and King George I., who died

in 1738", and three baronets of the Brooke family; thoſe of Sir Richard Brooke,

who died in 1781, and the late Sir Richard, who died in 1795, are by Bacon,

the latter has a medallion of the deceaſed. The church of Runcorn belonged to

the prior and convent of Norton, to whom the great tithes were appropriated;

after the diſſolution the impropriation and advowſon of the vicarage were given

by King Henry VIII. to Chriſt’s-church college in Oxford, under which the tithes

are held on leaſe by Sir Richard Brooke Bart.

The canal projećted and carried into execution by the laſt Duke of Bridgewater

paſſes through a great part of this pariſh; at Runcorn it is fixty feet above the

level of the river Merſey, with which it communicates by means of ten locks,

very ingeniouſly contrived, by the celebrated engineer Mr. Brindley. The

Duke of Bridgewater built a houſe at Runcorn for his occaſional reſidence; it

is now occupied by Mr. Bradſhaw, agent to the Marquis of Stafford, to whom

the Duke bequeathed all his valuable property in canals. Runcorn, which Sir

Peter Leyceſter ſpeaks of, as being in his time a very poor village, has; in

conſequence of the trade on the canal, and its having become a place of confi

derable reſort for change of air and ſalt-water bathing, grown very populous',

and been improved by many handſome buildings. This townſhip abounds in fine

ſtone quarries, from which confiderable quantities of hewn ſtone are ſent by water

to Cheſter, Liverpool, Mancheſter, &c.

The townſhip of Clifton lies nearly two miles N. N. E. from Frodſham; the

manor was given by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, to Geffrey de Dutton",

whoſe poſterity from their reſidence in that village took the name of Chedle;

" Ralph Higden. * On the tablet is a quotation of the well-known diſtich of Pope,

* A wit’s a feather, &c.”: there are ſome other memorials of the Cheſshyres of Hallwood.

• It contained in 1801, according to the returns made to Parliament under the population aé,

228 houſes and 1379 inhabitants. * See p. 485, in the notes,

from
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from the Chedles it paſſed by female heirs to the families of Baguley, Daniers or

Daniel, and Savage. John Savage, who married Margaret daughter and heir of

Sir Thomas Daniel, was deſcended from the Savages of Steineſbie in Derbyſhire;

he ſettled at Clifton, and died in the year 1386; his ſon John was knighted at

the battle of Agincourt"; his grandſon of the ſame name, who died in 1495, was

father of Sir John Savage K. G., who diſtinguiſhed himſelf on the Earl of

Richmond’s ſide at the battle of Boſworth-field, in which he had the command

of the left wing of the army; he was ſlain in his father's life-time, anno 1497, at

the fiege of Boulogne; a younger ſon was Thomas Savage, archbiſhop of York,

and founder of the chapel at Macclesfield, which is the burial-place of his family.

Sir John Savage, great-grandſon of the laſt-mentioned Sir John, built a magnifi

cent manſion, of which there are now ſcarcely any remains, near the ſite of the old

hall at Clifton', and gave it the name of Rock-Savage. This Sir John, who

died in 1597, was three times mayor of Cheſter, and ſeven times ſheriff for the

county ; John, his ſon and heir, the ninth of that name in ſucceſſion, was

created a baronet in 1611. Sir John Savage, younger ſon of the firſt baronet,

was murdered in 16og by Ralph Bathurſt, who, on being arraigned for the fact,

and refuſing to plead, was preſſed to death on the 13th of July that year *; Sir

Thomas Savage the ſecond baronet, entertained King James I. and his whole court,

at Rock-Savage in 1617, after his Majeſty had been taking the diverſion of hunting

in Halton-Park”: he was created viſcount Savage of Rock-Savage in 1626; his

ſon was in 1619 created Earl Rivers, his mother having been daughter and heir

of Thomas Darcy, who had enjoyed that title. On the death of John Savage,

the laſt Earl Rivers without iſſue in 1728, the manor of Clifton, or Rock-Savage,

paſſed to James Earl of Barrymore, who had married his fiſter: it now belongs

to the Earl of Cholmondeley, whoſe uncle, General Cholmondeley, married Lady

Penelope Barry. A farm-houſe has been fitted up out of the offices belonging to

the manſion which were built about a century ago. -

The townſhip of Weſton lies two miles N. N. W. from Frodſham : the manor

was parcel of the ancient inheritance of the Duttons, from whom it paſſed by

marriage to the Gerards; having ſince been ſold in ſeveraltics, thoſe ſeveralties are

* Pedigree of the family. * Clifton-Hall is deſcribed by Webb as a ſeat of great

antiquity, “the remains whereof,” ſays he, “ ſtand a little diſtance from this (Rock-Savage)

in the park, like an aged matron, well contented to go to her grave, having ſeen in her

life-time her daughter advanced to ſuch an height of honourable dignity.” King's Vale-Royal,

part ii. p. 93.

* Smith's Cheſhire Colleótions; Pedigree of Savage. * King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 93.
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now the property of John Orred Eſq., the coheireſſes of the late Robert Cheſhyre

and others.

The chapelry of Afton compriſes the townſhips of Afton, Afton-Grange, and

Sutton. The manor of Aſton belonged as early as the reign of Henry II. to the

ancient family of Aſton; on the failure of the elder branch about the year 1368,

Aſton paſſed to Sir Richard Aſton of Ringey, whoſe immediate deſcendant,

Sir Thomas Aſton, was created a baronet by King Charles I. in 1628; he was

an officer in the King's ſervice during the civil war, and ačtively engaged in

his own county, but with ill ſucceſs, particularly at the battle of Middlewich,

where he was defeated by Sir William Brereton; he died in 1645 of the conſe

Quences of a blow which he received from a ſoldier whilſt endeavouring to make

his eſcape, after having been taken priſoner in a ſkirmiſh in Staffordſhire. His

deſcendant, Sir Thomas Aſton, who died in 1744 without iſſue, bequeathed this

eſtate to his eldeſt fiſter Catherine, wife of the Hon. and Rev. Henry Hervey', who

by ačt of Parliament took the name of Aſton. The manor of Aſton is now the

property of their great-grandſon, Henry Charles Hervey Aſton, a minor. The title.

deſcended to Willoughby, uncle of Sir Thomas above-mentioned, whoſe grandſon,

Sir Willoughby, is the preſent baronet. Aſton-Hall, now inhabited by the Hon.

Harriot Aſton, daughter of Charles Viſcount Irvine, and mother of H. C.H. Aſton,

was built not far from the fite of the old hall, by Sir Willoughby Aſton, who died.

in 1702. The lords of Aſton had in ancient times a right to their diet at Norton

Priory, under a deed of the 27th of Edward III. Among the Harleian MSS.

in the Britiſh Muſeum" is a remonſtrance of Richard Aſton in the reign of

Henry VI., complaining “ that he had not his allowance of livelyhood at Norton.

which his anceſtors had.” º

The chapel at Aſton was built in or before the reign of Henry VIII, in lieu of

an ancient chapel at Middleton-Grange in this townſhip, in which the prior and

convent of Norton were obliged to find a prieſt to officiate: Middleton chapel,.

of which there are no remains, was in a decayed ſtate in the reign of Henry VI.

Aſton.chapel was made parochial by biſhop. Bridgman in 1635: in this chapel,

which was enlarged and nearly re-built in 1737, are ſome monuments and,

other memorials of the Aſton family, particularly thoſe of Sir Thomas Aſton

Bart. who died in 1645; John, his brother, “ who with great prudence and

fidelity preſerved the eſtate and evidences of his family from being ruined by

ſequeſtration during his life, which ended in 1650,” and Sir Willoughby Aſton

Bart., who had eight ſons, and thirteen daughters, and died in 1702 : on the

* Fourth ſon of John, late Earl of Briſtol. * Nº 2038. f. 274.

6 north



C. H. E. S. H. I. R. E. 757

north-waiſ is a pedigree of the Aſton family, carved in wood, with numerous

coats of arms, emblazoned. Aſton chapel, which is three miles from Runcorn

church, was endowed by King Henry VIII. with 51 per ann., payable by the

King's auditor at Cheſter: it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty, but

the income is very ſmall : The Aſton family are patrons. Middleton-Grange, or

Middle-Aſton-Grange, belonged to the monks of St. Werburgh; and having

been purchaſed of the crown by Thomas Aſton Eſq. in 1545, has deſcended

with the Aſton eſtate. .

The manor of Aſton-Grange was given to the monks of Stanlow, afterwards

removed to Whalley, by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter": it was then called

Maurice-Aſton; this manor was purchaſed of the crown in 1545, by Richard

Brooke, Eſq... ', anceſtor of Sir Richard Brooke Bart., the preſent pro

prietor.

The townſhip of Sutton lies two miles N. E. by E. from Frodſham; the manor

belonged in the reign of Richard I. to Adam de Dutton, immediate anceſtor of

Sir Peter Warburton. Bart. of whom it was purchaſed in 1807, by Mr. Aſton’s

guardians.

The chapelry of Dareſbury compriſes the townſhips of Dareſbury, Aćion-Grange,

Hatton, Keckwick, Moore, Newton, Preſton-on-the-hill, Thelwall, Over-Walton, and

Nether-Walton.

The manor of Dareſbury, which was held under the barony of Halton, paſſed

by ſucceſſive female heirs, from the family of Dareſbury to thoſe of Norreys “and

Daniel "... John Daniel Eſq. of Dareſbury, in the year 1756 ſold this manor' to:

George Heron Eſq., a deſcendant of the Herons of Chip-Chaſe in Northum

berland, who nearly re-built the hall, now the ſeat of his ſon, the Rev. George

Heron, the preſent lord of the manor.

Dareſbury chapel ſtands near the fide of the road from Frodſham to War

rington, five miles from each, and about three miles from the pariſh-church of

Runcorn. The dean and chapter of Chriſt-church college in Oxford appoint

the curate: the chapel has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty. There

was a chapel at Dareſbury as early as the reign of Henry ll, when it was

granted by Aubert Grelly to Norton-Priory. There is a grammar-ſchool in

* Dugdale's Monaſticon, Vol. i.p. 897. Sir Péter Leyceſter is in an error in ſuppoſing that

Aſton-Grange belonged to the Priory of Norton. Antiquitics of Bucklow hundred, p. 214.

* Record in the Augmentation-office.

* About 1291. Sir Peter Leyceſter's Antiquities of Bucklow hundred, p. 234.

: About 1344, Ibid. * The Daniel family then removed into Staffordſhire.

this
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this townſhip endowed with the intereſt of 1851, given by fundry benefactors ;

it was founded by ſubſcription in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

The townſhip of Aćion-Grange lies about eight miles N.E. by N. from Frodſham,

and nearly three S.W. by S. from Warrington in Lancaſhire; the manor was

parcel of the poſſeſſions of the prior and convent of Norton, and has paſſed with

the other eſtates of that monaſtery to the preſent proprietor, Sir Richard Brooke

Bart.

The townſhip of Hatton lies ſeven miles N. E. by N. from Frodſham, and about

four S. by W. from Warrington : the manor was given by John de Lacy, to Adam

de Dutton"; Geffrey de Dutton gave it in marriage with his daughter to William

Fitzhugh : it is probable that ſome of his immediate deſcendants aſſumed the

name of Hatton, for we find that about the year 1290 this manor was di

vided into ſeveralties among the co-heirs of Adam de Hatton; ſome of thoſe,

it is probable, continued the name of Hatton, for we find that in 1661 Peter

Hatton of Quiſty, or Coiſty-Birches, which had long been the ſeat of his anceſtors,

joined with his ſons in the ſale of the capital manſion ſo called, and part of the

manor of Hatton (the remainder being divided among ſundry freeholders) to

Robert Pickering Eſq.". Henry Pickering Eſq. his deſcendant, ſold Quiſty

Birches in 1760 to Mr. Hordern of Macclesfield, of whoſe ſon it was purchaſed

by Mr. Watt, the preſent proprietor: the hall has been pulled down and a farm

houſe built on the ſite. The principal eſtate in this townſhip belonged to the

Rutters, and is now the property of Major-General Heron of Moore*. This

townſhip has been incloſed by an act of Parliament paſſed in 1803.

The townſhip of Keckwick lies nearly ſix miles N. E. by N. from Frodſham; the

manor, which had been part of the ancient inheritance of the Duttons, was

awarded in the reign of Henry VIII. to Margaret, one of the co-heireſſes of Sir

Thomas Dutton, who brought it in marriage to Thomas Aſton Eſq.; it has fince

paſſed with the Aſton eſtate. - º

The townſhip of Moore, which lies four miles S.W. from Warrington, is parcel

of the barony of Halton : in the reign of Charles I. the copy-holders enfranchiſed

their lands, which fince that time have been held of the crown in fee-farm, as of

the manor of Enfield. An eſtate in this townſhip was purchaſed of the Brookes,

before the year 1666 by Richard Rutter Eſq., ſuppoſed to have been of a younger

branch of the ancient family of Rutter of Kingſley; on the death of his deſcendant

• Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia Ceſtricaſs. * See p. 485, in the notes.

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 295. * See the next page.
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of the ſame name, without male iſſue in 1758, this eſtate paſſed in marriage with

his only daughter and heir to Peter Kyffin Heron, ſecond ſon of George Heron

Eſq. of Dareſbury, and father of Peter Heron Eſq., now a major-general in

his majeſty's ſervice, and M. P. for Newton in Lancaſhire, who has a ſeat at

Moore.

The townſhip of Newton-juxta-Dareſbury lies about four miles and a half N.E.

by E. from Frodſham; the manor was given in the year 1187 by John Lacy,

conſtable of Cheſter, to Adam de Dutton', from whom it paſſed to his lineal

deſcendants the Warburtons. Sir George Warburton, who died in 1743, deviſed

it to his natural ſon, Thomas Stoughton Eſq., from whom it paſſed by purchaſe

to the Littons; John Litton ſold it in 1804 to Peter Heron Eſq. of Moore, of whom

it was purchaſed by Thomas Claughton Eſq., the preſent proprietor. In this

townſhip is the manor of Hallum, given by John Lacy with Newton, to Adam

de Dutton, whoſe ſon Geffrey gave it in moieties to Grimſditch and Hallum, two

of his gentlemen"; the Hallums afterwards poſſeſſed the whole, which was pur

chaſed in 1471, of the heireſs of Robert Hallum by Sir John Needham, anceſtor

of Lord Wiſcount Kilmorey, the preſent proprietor: the hall is occupied by a

farmer.

The townſhip of Preſton-on-the-hill lies four miles N. E. by E. from Frodſham:

the manor was purchaſed, about the reign of King John, of Henry de Nuers,

and Julian his wife, by Hugh de Dutton"; having paſſed with the Dutton eſtates

to the Gerards of Brandon, Charles Lord Gerard in 1705 conveyed this manor

to truſtees to be ſold for the payment of debts; his nephew Charles Fleetwood,

in whom it afterwards became veſted, ſold it to Fulke Greville Eſq., of whom it

was purchaſed in 1769 by Thomas Brock of Cheſter; it is now the property of

his nephew and deviſee, Thomas Brock Yates Eſq., who reſides on the eſtate in

a ſmall modern manſion.

The townſhip of Thelwall lies about three miles and a half E. S. E. from

Warrington: Thelwall was an ancient town, built, or as ſome writers ſay, reſtored

and garriſoned by Edward the Elder in 920. William Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter,

gave a third of the manor of Thelwall to the abbot and convent of Shrewſbury",

the other two-thirds were given by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, to Adam de

Dutton", from whom they deſcended to his grandſon Thomas. This eſtate was

in the Claytons in the reign of Edward III. Richard Brooke Eſq. of Norton, who

* See p. 485, in the notes. * Harl. MSS. N° 1535. * Sir Peter Leyceſter,

p. 346. * lbid, p. 372. * Harl, MSS. N° 1535.
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purchaſed it of the Claytons about the year 1561, became poſſeſſed of the

whole manor, which, after an intermediate ſale in 1621, to the Mores ", was

bought in 1662 by Robert Pickering Eſq., anceſtor of Henry Pickering Eſq.,

the preſent proprietor. The late Mr. Pickering erected a manſion at Thelwall,

now in the occupation of the Rev. Thomas Blackburn, D. D. *

Thelwall chapel, which was built by the Brooke family, was originally

.domeſtic; having been diſuſed for nearly a century, and the interior having

gone to decay, it was repaired and refitted in 1782, ſince which time it has

been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty. Mr. Pickering appoints the

miniſter.

The townſhip of Over, or Higher-Walton, lies ſeven miles and a half N. E.

by N. from Frodſham, and two and a half S. S. W. from Warrington; the

manor belonged to the family of Walton, from which it paſſed by a female heir

to Simon de Merbury in the reign of Edward III. About the middle of the

ſeventeenth century, Sir Peter Brooke of Mere purchaſed it of Thomas Merbury

of Walton": it is now the property of his deſcendant, Thomas Langford Brooke

Eſq. The remains of the old hall are occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Nether, or Lower-Walton, lies eight miles N. E. from Frod.

ſham, and two miles S. from Warrington: the manor was given by John Lacy,

conſtable of Cheſter, to Adam de Dutton", whoſe ſon Geffrey, gave one moiety

of it to his gentleman, Richard Maſſey, and the other to the anceſtor of the

Waltons', the former was ſold by the Maſſeys of Sale about the year 1660 to the

free-holders', the other was inherited by the Merburys, and has paſſed with Over

Walton, to Thomas Langford Brooke Eſq.

The chapelry of Halton" compriſes the townſhips of Halton, Norton, and Stock

ham. The barony of Halton was given by Hugh Lupus, Earl of Cheſter, to his

couſin Nigel, with the conſtablery of Cheſter; the Earl at the ſame time made

him his marſhal, it being his duty to lead the vanguard of the army whenever he

ſhould march into Wales: theſe great offices, of conſtable of Cheſter and the

Earl's marſhal, were attached to the barony, and enjoyed by his ſucceſſors, the

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 373. One of the Leghs of Ridge in ſome MSS. Colle&ions relating to

Cheſhire, now in the Britiſh Muſeum, (Harl. MSS. N° 2155.) ſpeaking of this townſhip ſays,

“Thelwall by the gift of Dr. More, Dr. in phyſic, now belongs to his nephew, whoſe coin hath

created him a baronet of Nova Scotia, by the name of Sir Edward More.”

• Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 382. ' See p. 485. in the notes. • Hari. MSS. N° 1535,

* Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 383. * The decayed town of Hallon lies three miles N. N. E. from

Frodſham.
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barons of Halton. On the death of William Fitz-Nigel junior, the third baron

of Halton, without iſſue, the barony devolved to Euſtace Fitz-John, who married

his ſiſter Agnes; Richard, ſon of Euſtace, married Albreda de Lizours, daughter

and heir of Robert de Lizours, and half ſiſter and heir of Robert Lacy; their -

fon John, who was the fixth baron of Halton, is ſometimes called John Lacy,

but Sir Peter Leyceſter ſays that the name of Lacy was firſt aſſumed by his ſon

Roger". John, his grandſon, who inherited the barony of Halton and was

conſtable of Cheſter, became, in right of his wife, Earl of Lincoln. Alice,

daughter and ſole heir of Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln, who died in 131 o,

married Thomas Plantagenet Earl of Lancaſter, who became in her right con

ſtable of Cheſter, and was the eleventh baron of Halton: from him the barony

deſcended to Henry of Bolingbroke, Duke of Lancaſter", (ſon of John of

Gaunt,) who on the depoſition of King Richard II. became king of England, by

the name of Henry IV. ſince which time the barony, or as it is called in ſome old

records, the honor of Halton, has been annexed to the crown, being eſteemed

parcel of the duchy of Lancaſter. During the protećtorate of Cromwell, “the

honor, fee, manor, and caſtle of Halton,” were put up to ſale and purchaſed by

Henry Brooke Eſq. of Norton *, but reverted to the crown at the reſtoration.

Halton-park, having been granted in fee-farm to Sir John Savage, has deſcended

with Rock-Savage and other eſtates to the Earl of Cholmondeley, who holds the

honor of Halton by leaſe under the crown. The barons of Halton poſſeſſed very

extenſive privileges by grant from the Earls of Cheſter; beſides the office of con

ſtable of Cheſter and marſhal, they had the ward of the ſtreets of Cheſter, during

the fair-time: they were authorized to have a caſtle and a priſon at Halton; to hold

their town of Halton as a free borough, and have free-burgeſſes there; to hold a

weekly market on Saturday at Halton"; and two fairs, one for ſeven days at the

feſtival of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary, the other for two days at the feſtival of St.

Catherine; to hold a court for the cognizance of various offences, and for all pleas

and ačtions within the barony, except ſuch as belonged to the Earl's ſword; to have

* Antiquities of Bucklow hundred, p. 267.

* His father, John of Gaunt, fourth ſon of King Edward III., married Blanch, daughter and

co-heir of Henry Duke of Lancaſter, who died in 1360, and had the barony of Halton aſſigned him,

as part of her portion. Halton caäle is ſaid to have been one of his favourite reſidences.

* Record in the Augmentatiºn-office. -

* The market and fairs have been long diſcontinued; they had become of ſo little conſequence at

the time of the Survey made in Cromwell's time, that the profits of the four years preceding

are ſtated to have been only 9d.—Survey in the Augmentation-office.

Vol. II. 5 E a maſter.
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a maſter-ſerjeant and eight under-ſerjeants within the fee of Halton; to have the

advowries of all ſuch as ſhould put themſelves under his protećtion"; to hold the

town of Congleton as a free borough, with various other privileges, ſuch as

exemption from toll for their burgeſſes at Halton, Congleton, &c. &c. which

are enumerated in a plea to a quo warranto brought againſt Henry Duke of

Lancaſter, printed in Sir Peter Leyceſter’s Antiquities of Bucklow hundred “.

Halton-caſtle was built ſoon after the Norman Conqueſt“, its ſite is on the brow

of a hill, commanding a very extenſive and rich proſpect over a great part of

Cheſhire, and acroſs the Merſey into Lancaſhire. The ſurvey of Halton-caſtle

made in Cromwell's time, deſcribes it as then very ruinous, having been firſt a

garriſon for the king and afterwards for the Parliament", but we have not found

any account of its having ſuſtained a ſiege. The ſurvey deſcribes a gate-houſe,

with five rooms over; one great hall with two ranges of buildings over it, confiſt

ing of nine rooms unfiniſhed, and a priſon for the honor of Halton'. Colonel

Henry Brooke, who afterwards purchaſed the caſtle and honor, was then ſteward,

which office had been held before the war by Lord Savage; Richard Brooke

Eſq. was conſtable of the caſtle, and Thomas Cheſhire gent. was bailiff of the

lordſhip of Halton and Whitley, under a grant of King James I. The honor of

Halton is ſtated to have juriſdiction over thirty-ſeven townſhips in Cheſhire, which

are enumerated, and ſome in Lancaſhire *; three halmote courts were held yearly

at the caſtle, in December, April, and Auguſt, being in the nature of courts

leet, beſides which there were two annual courts-leet, and a court-baron every

fortnight". There are few remains of the ancient buildings of Halton-caſtle, the

habitable part of it, which appears to have been chiefly re-built fince the civil

war, has been fitted up as an inn; there is a room where the courts for the honor

are held.

Sir Peter Leyceſter ſpeaks of a chapel of eaſe near the caſtle at Halton, which

he remembered to have been in uſe in the year 1625; in 1666, at the date of his

* See p. 299, 300. * P. 280–234. * Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 262.

• It was a garriſon for the King in the early part of 1643, and for the Parliament in 1644. See

* Cheſhire’s Succeſſe” 1643, and Burghall’s Diary in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 936,

* Pºiſoners for debt were formerly confined here; but not within the memory of any one now

living.

• A liſt of the townſhips within the fee of Halton may be ſeen alſo in Sir Peter Leyceſter's

Antiquities, p. 288.-291. The conſtables of moſt of theſe townſhips Bill attend and are ſworn in at

Halton-court.

* Survey in the Augmentation office. Theſe ha'mote courts are ſtill held, but there is now only

one court-leet and court.baron, held annually in October. - -
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writing, it was totally in decay". It was afterwards re-built, and in the year 1718

augmented by Sir John Cheſshyre, ſerjeant at law, with the ſum of 600l. towards the

maintenance of a curate ; the appointment of whom was veſted in him and his heirs:

John Cheſshyre Eſq. of Bennington-place in Hertfordſhire is the preſent patron.

Sir John Cheſshyre in the year 1733, built a library * at Halton, and furniſhed

it with about four hundred volumes of valuable books, of which there is a cata

logue printed on vellum with an extraćt from the donor's will, and the rules which

he ordained for the management of the library : by theſe rules it is directed

that it ſhall be open for the uſe of divines, and the neighbouring gentry,

particularly his own deſcendants, on Tueſdays and Thurſdays, at convenient

hours, when the curate, who is always to be librarian, ſhall attend : a ſmall room

with a fire-place is provided, to be uſed by the curate as a ſtudy, whither he may

retire from the interruptions of a family. A fund of about 1ol, per ann.

(now in land) was given by the founder for the purpoſe of providing fuel; the

reſidue, if any, to be laid out in the purchaſe of books. Hallwood in this

townſhip, the feat of the Cheſshyres, was built by Thomas Cheſshyre Eſq.,

father of the ſerjeant : it was ſold in 1774 by Mrs. Arabella Rawdon, ſole

ſurviving child of William Cheſshyre Eſq., and widow of the Earl of Moira’s

uncle, to Robert Newton Eſq., of whom it was purchaſed in 1799 by the father

of Sir Richard Brooke Bart. the preſent proprietor.

There has long been a charity-ſchool at Halton, but when or by whom founded,

is unknown ': the maſter has a ſalary of about 20 l. per ann., ariſing principally "

from the intereſt of money given by various benefactors. An alms-houſe “for

ſix poor decayed and honeſt old ſervants,” was founded in 1767 by Puſey Brooke

Eſq., and endowed with the ſum of 541. 12s. per ann. The penſioners are

appointed by Sir Richard Brooke Bart.

The townſhip of Norton lies four miles N. E. from Frodſham; the manor was

given by William Fitz-Nigel, conſtable of Cheſter, about the year 1 135, to the

canons of Runcorn, who were removed to the Priory of Norton, then founded

by the ſaid William : the revenues of this Priory were eſtimated in the reign of

Antiquities of the hundred of Bucklow, p. 263.

* The following inſcription is placed over the door of the building, “Hanc Bibliothecam pro

communi literatorum uſu ſub curá curati capellae de Halton proventibus ter feliciter augmentatºr

Joannes Cheſshyre Miles, ſerviens Dºi Rºgis ad Legem, D. D.D. Anno 1733.”

* Not known in Biſhop Gaſtrell's time : the endowment was then only 11 l. per ann.

* There are rent-charges on lands of about 31, per ann.

5 E 2 Henry
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Henry VIII., at 1801. 75. 64d., clear yearly value. The priory and manor of

Norton were purchaſed of the King in 1545, by Richard Brooke, a younger

ſon of Thomas Brooke of Leighton" in Nantwich, whoſe family had been

ſettled in that townſhip, as early as the reign of Henry III. Henry Brooke Eſq.,

who had been four times appointed ſheriff of the county, by the Parliament during

the civil war, and in the protećtorate of Cromwell, and had been the purchaſer

of Halton, was in 1662 created a baronet by King Charles II. The title and

eſtate are now enjoyed by Sir Richard Brooke Bart.

Norton-priory, then the ſeat of Henry Brooke Eſq., was beſieged by the

royaliſts, in the early part of the year 1643 °; a pamphlet of that date ſays,

“ they brought canon with many horſe and foot and fell to batter it on a ſabbath

day; Mr. Brooke had eighty men in the houſe; we were careful he ſhould lack

no powder; with all other things Maſter Brooke furniſhed them fully. A man .

upon his tower with a flag in his hand cryde them ayme, while they diſcharged

their canon, ſaying “wide my lord on the right hand; now wide two yards on

the left; two yards over my lord, &c. He made them ſwell for anger when

they could not endamage the houſe, for they only wounded one man, having loſt

forty-ſix of their own, and their canoneer.” Norton-priory, the preſent manſion,

now the ſeat of Sir Richard Brooke Bart., is a modern building, but part of the

ſubſtrućture of the monaſtery, in which is a door-way of Saxon archite&ture, ſtill

remains, being fitted up as a cellar. In the firſt volume of Buck's Antiquities

is a view of the old manſion, which appears to have been built ſoon after the

diffolution of the monaſtery.

The townſhip of Stockham lies three miles N. E. from Frodſham; the manor

was parcel of the poſſeſſions of the prior and convent of Norton, and has paſſed

with the reſt of the priory eſtates to Sir Richard Brooke Bart.

SANDBAcH, in the hundred of Nantwich and deanery of Middlewich, is a

market-town twenty-five miles from Cheſter, and about a hundred and ſixty-two

from London. It has two weekly markets, Thurſday and Saturday; the firſt is a

good corn-market, the other chiefly for butchers’ meat; there are two fairs, Eaſter

Tueſday, and the Thurſday before the tenth of September. The Thurſday's market

and the two fairs were granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1578 to Sir John Radcliffe :

At the September fair a remarkable occurrence happened in the year 1651 ; a

• The Brookes of Leighton became extinct about the year 1652. Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 326.

° It was before the battle of Middlewich, which happened March 13.

* “ Cheſhire’s Succeſſe,” 1643.

2- party



C H E S H I R E. 765

party (Whitlocke ſays a thouſand) of the King's horſe, on their retreat from the

battle of Worceſter, were attacked by the country people, and many of them

taken priſoners". Sandbach was formerly celebrated for its ale".

The pariſh of Sandbach compriſes the townſhips of Sandbach, Arcliffe, Bechton,

Bradwell, Haſſall, and Wheelock, excluſively of thoſe which are in the chapelries of

Gooſtrey and Church Hulme, or Holmes-Chapel. *

The manor of Sandbach was held by a family of that name, under the Earls

of Cheſter in 1224; from the Sanbaches it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to

the Leghs of Booths and the Radcliffes '. It is now the property of the Right

Hon. Lord Crewe, whoſe anceſtor Sir Randle Crewe, is ſuppoſed to have pur

chaſed it of Sir John Radcliffe, in or about the reign of Queen Elizabeth . In

this townſhip is Abbey-field, formerly called the Field-Houſe, now the property

and reſidence of John Ford Eſq. : it is ſaid to have belonged to the abbey of

Dieulacres.

Elworth, in the townſhip of Sandbach, was for many deſcents the ſeat of the

ancient family of Raven, which removed from Bromborough to this place in the

reign of Edward III., in conſequence of a match with the heireſs of Elworth.

Sir John Raven, (or, as he is called in Holinſhed's Chronicle, Rayne,) an anceſtor

of this family, loſt his life by ſhipwreck, on his return from France in 1343; the

heireſs of Raven brought Elworth to the Hulſes of Clive in the ſeventeenth

century. The Rev. John Hulſe of Elworth, who died in 1790, bequeathed his

Cheſhire eſtates, after a certain period mentioned in his will, and the fulfilment of

certain ſpecific truſts, to the univerſity of Cambridge for ever. In the mean time

he direéted that the ſum of 7ol, per ann. ſhould be given by his truſtees out of

the profits of his eſtates, to a maſter of arts in the Univerſity, to be elected

by the vice-chancellor and the maſters of Trinity and St. John's colleges:

to be called the Chriſtian Advocate, to hold that office for fix years,

and to write and publiſh yearly anſwers againſt notorious infidels, whether

atheiſts or deiſts, particularly noticing ſuch new and popular cavils and objections

as ſhall have been recently written againſt the Chriſtian or revealed religion;

the ſum of 60l. per ann. to be given to a maſter of arts to be choſen yearly,

by the ſame perſons as a le&turer, who ſhould preach tº enty ſermons at

Great St. Mary's Church in Cambridge, on the evidences of revealed religion,

and on the truth and excellence of Chriſtianity, which ſermons ſhould be printed;

* Mercurius Politicus, Sept. 25, 1651. * See Webb's Itinerary in King's Vale-Royal,

part ii. p. 78. * See p. 359.

‘Villare Ceſtrienſe. - It certainly was between 1535 and 1622, as appears by Smith's and

Webb's Deſcriptions of Sandbach in King's Vale-Royal.

the

*
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the ſum of $ol to the writer, (being of the Univerſity of Cambridge, and

under the degree of M. A.) of the beſt differtation on the evidences of the

Chriſtian religion, to be determined by the perſons before-mentioned; and 30 l.

per ann. each, to three ſcholars (to be called Hulſe's ſcholars) at St. John's

college, to be choſen by the maſter and ſenior fellows of that college; preference

to be given to natives of Cheſhire, and particularly to ſons of the curate

of Sandbach, the vicar or curate of Middlewich, the curate of Witton, or

to the ſons of clergymen born in Sandbach, Middlewich, or Witton. The

biſhop of Ely is viſitor of this truſt. Elworth was bequeathed by Mr. Hulſe to

Thomas Plant and his wife Elizabeth, for life; it is ſtill in the poſſeſſion of Mr.

Plant, who occupies the hall.

In the pariſh church of Sandbach are memorials of the families of Jackſon of

Bechton, Leigh, Moulſon, and Powis. The Leverſage chapel, or oratory, was

confirmed to the family of Leverſage in 1589. There was formerly a monument in

this church for Richard Wheelock Eſq., Eleanor (Vernon) his wife, and Thomas

their ſon; Eleanor died in 14oo, and the ſon in 1439'.

Ranulph de Blundeville Earl of Cheſter, who had ſucceeded in proving his

right to the patronage of the church, againſt the claim of Richard de Sandbach,

gave it to the abbot and convent of Dieulacres in Staffordſhire, to whom the

great tithes were appropriated. The impropriation is now in ſeveralties; the

advowſon of the vicarage was formerly in the Leverſages, who augmented it

with a rent-charge of 261 per ann., it has of late years paſſed through ſeveral

hands, principally by purchaſe, and is now the property of the Rev. John

Armitſtead of Bawtry in the county of York.

A free-ſchool was founded at Sandbach in 1718, chiefly by the benefaction of

Francis Wells Eſq. : it is endowed with lands, now producing about 201 per ann.

and the intereſt of ſundry ſmall donations; Mr. Wells dire&ted that twenty boys

ſhould be taught reading, writing, and accounts, in this ſchool; and that three

fhould be fitted for the Univerſity.

The townſhip of Arcliff; or Arclid, lies nearly two miles E.N.E. from Sandbach;

the manor was for many generations in the Venables family as parcel of the

barony of Kinderton; it was ſold by Lord Vernon to the late Mr. Ralph Leeke of

Middlewich; having paſſed by deſcent to his coufin, Ralph Leeke of Longford

in the county of Salop, it is now veſted in Stephen Leeke Eſq. of Cheſter,

(brother of the laſt-mentioned Ralph) as truſtee for ſale. The principal eſtate

in this townſhip was held under the Barons of Kinderton, by the Arclyds,

and was divided among the co-heirs of that family in the reign of Richard II.

* Woodnoth's Collećtions, p. 63. hi

This
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This eſtate, or a part of it, came by deſcent from the Clottons and Beresfords to

the Mainwarings"; it is now the property of the Rev. William Moreton Moreton

of Moreton-Hall.

The townſhip of Bechton, or Betchton, lies ſomewhat more than two miles S.E.

by S. from Sandbach; the manor was held by the Bechtons, under the family of

Audley in the reign of Edward II. *: it was afterwards in moieties between the

Davenports and Fittons; the moiety which belonged to the former was acquired in

marriage with the heireſs of Peter Legh, to whom it had been conveyed by the

Bechtons', by Sir John Davenport of Davenport, and was afterwards ſettled in the

Henbury branch, in which it continued till the marriage of the heireſs of that branch

with Sir Foulke Lucy in the ſeventeenth century. . It is probable that this moiety

paſſed to the Wilbrahams, who purchaſed of the Beeſtons the paramount royalty

which had belonged to the Lords Audley. George Wilbraham Eſq. of Delamere

lodge, is now lord of a moiety of the townſhip compriſing the ſoutherly part,

which may be confidered as a diſtinét manor : the other moiety was in the

Fittons as early as the reign of Richard II. ', and ſo continued till the reign of

Queen Elizabeth; it was then ſold to the Egertons of Wrinehill, of whom it

was purchaſed in truſt for the freeholders: four of theſe are lords of this moiety

of the townſhip in rotation; the lords in rotation in 1808, were John Wilſon Eſq.

of Sandbach, John Levett Eſq. of Melford in the county of Stafford, Joſeph

Hilditch Gent., and Thomas Sumerfield Gent. Bechton-Hall, now a farm-houſe,

built on the ſite of an ancient manſion, was, with its demeſne, the property of

Dr. Richard Jackſon, prebendary of Cheſter, who died in 1796; his nieces

and deviſees, who have changed their name from Day to Jackſon, by the King's

licence, are the preſent proprietors. -

The townſhip of Bradwall or Bradwell, lies two miles and a half N. by W.

from Sandbach: the manor paſſed with the barony of Kinderton till 1807, when.

it was ſold by Lord Vernon to John Latham", M.D. who was before poſſeſſed of

Bradwell-Hali and demeſne; this eſtate alſo anciently belonged to the Venables

family, from a younger branch of which it paſſed, by ſucceſſive co-heireſſes, to the

Beringtons" and Oldfields", it paſſed afterwards by ſale to the Wards, and by

marriage to the Jerviſes of Darleſton in the county of Stafford; it was purchaſed

of the latter in 1860 by Dr. Latham, who has much improved the ancient man

• Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. 7 Ibid., * Ibid.

• The anceſtors of Dr. Latham of Rumſey had formerly an eſtate in this townſhip and Wheelock,

now the property of the Rev. W. Bayley. See p. 769.

* Temp. Hen. VI. * Temp. Eliz.

ſidth,
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ſion and fitted it up for his occaſional reſidence. Hollins is a hamlet of this

townſhip. -

The townſhip of Haſſall lies about two miles and a half S. E. from Sandbach;

the manor was in moieties in the reign of Edward II. between the families of

Haſſall and Wood; it was afterwards wholly in the Haſſalls till it was ſold by

Ralph Haſſall Eſq. to William Leverſage Eſq. of Wheelock; from the Leverſages

it paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales to Thomas Stephens." Eſq., the families of Powis and

Lowndes, and Walter Daniels Eſq. who is the preſent proprietor", and refides at

Haſſall Hall. This hall which had belonged for ſeveral years to the Wilds', was

purchaſed by the Lowndes family about the year 1730. An eſtate in this townſhip

belonged ſucceſſively to the families of Boſtock and Lowndes; this eſtate has

been divided between the co-heireſſes of the latter; an ancient manſion called

Boſtock-houſe, occupied by a farmer, is now, by deſcent from one of the co

heireſſes, the property of John Penlington Eſq. of Rode-heath.

The townſhip of Wheelock, which lies nearly two miles S. S. W. from Sandbach,

gave name to an ancient family, who poſſeſſed the manor as early as the reign of

Henry II. Upon the death of Richard de Wheelock, without iſſue, in 1439,

this manor paſſed to Thomas Worth, who married the heireſs of that family; the

only daughter and heir of Worth brought it to Richard Leverſage Eſq. During

the civil war, William Leverſage of Bechton ſold this manor to the wrongful

diſinheritance, as it is ſaid, of his nephew, then in his minority º, to Thomas

Stephens Eſq. of Lypiat in Glouceſterſhire, who continued in poſſeſſion in 1662.

The immediate deſcendant of the Leverſages, who are called by Webb in his

Itinerary, “ eſquires of ſpecial account,” was lately a reſpectable tradeſman at

Nantwich, now retired from buſineſs. The manor of Wheelock was ſold by

Mr. Stephens to Richard Vernon Eſq. of Middlewich, of whoſe truſtees it was

purchaſed by Edward Powis Eſq. of Moreton. It is now the property of George

Ackers Eſq. whoſe father purchaſed it of the Powis family about the year 1786.

Wheelock Hall, an ancient manſion formerly the ſeat of the Leverſages, is now

occupied by a farmer : a modern edifice called the White-hall, is inhabited by

the Rev. Richard Lowndes Salmon. The village of Wheelock has of late years

become very populous, in conſequence of the extenſion of the ſalt trade, and the

wharfs and warehouſes eſtabliſhed on the banks of the Trent and Merſey canal,

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Mr. Daniels is proprietor of the eſtate for the remainder of a leaſe

of 5-o years, of which the father of the Rev. R. L. Saimon was deviſee; about 60 years of this leaſe

are expired. * They had it in 1662. See Harl. MSS, N° 22 to. -

• Dr. Williamſon's Villare Ceffrienſe.

3 which
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which paſſes through it: a confiderable part of the village on the north ſide of

the river Wheelock is in the townſhip of Sandbach; the greater part of the village

which lies within the laſt-mentioned townſhip, was the property of the late

Willian Whitehead Eſq. who eſtabliſhed extenſive ſalt-works, built an inn, and

feveral other houſes, befides a manſion for his own reſidence, which is now the

property and reſidence of his heir at law, the Rev. Weſton Bayley. Very con

fiderable ſalt-works, a large cotton factory, a brewery, and ſeveral dwelling houſes

and warehouſes have lately been erected on the ſouth fide of the river, and the

willage is on both fides rapidly increaſing. The brine-ſprings in this townſhip are

at the depth of ſixty yards; the brine is rich but varies in ſtrength.

The chapelry of Gog/?rey compriſes the townſhips of Gogſtrey-cum-Barrſhaw,

Blackden, Lees or Leighs, and Twemlow.

The townſhip of Goo/frey lies nearly fix miles N. E. by E. from Middlewich ;

the manors of Gooſtree or Gooſtrey, and Barnſhaw, anciently written Bernulp

ſhaw and Bernilſhawe, were given by Hugh Fitz-Norman to the abbot and con.

vent of St. Werburgh in Cheſter"; the monks had a chapel at Barnſhaw, for

which they had the permiſſion of the abbot and convent of Dieulacres, as patrons

of Sandbach, provided that it ſhould not be prejudicial to the church of Sand.

bach, or its chapels'. After the diſſolution theſe manors were granted by King

Henry VIII. to the dean and chapter of Cheſter: Sir Richard Cotton having ob

tained poſſeſſion of them with other manors belonging to that church, as before

{tated", they were purchaſed of him or his repreſentatives by the Mainwarings of

£arincham: having been purchaſed in the laſt century by the Mainwarings of

Over-Peover, they have ſince paſſed with the Peover eſtate, and are now the pro

perty of Sir H. Mainwaring Mainwaring Bart.': the ancient hall is occupied as

a farm-houſe. An eſtate in this townſhip, formerly parcel of the manor, paſſed

by coheireſſes from the family of Gooſetree to the Eatons of this townſhip, and

kinſeys of Blackden, who poſſeſſed it in moieties for many generations",

Gooſtrey-chapel, ſituated nine miles from Sandbach, was made parochial in

1350 : it has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty, and is in the patronage

of the vicar of Sandbach: the endowment is now 821 per ann. Mrs. Elizabeth

Staplehurſt in 1684 bequeathed the intereſt of 2Col. to the miniſter for teaching

the poor children of the chapelry. -

* There was a grant to the abbot and convent by Robert de Montalt, kord of Mould, and ſteward

of Cheſter in the reign of Henry II.-See the charter of Hugh l’itz-Norman, by which he grants

the manor of Gooſtrey to the convent, in Woodnoth’s Collections, p. 41. * Villarc

*Ceſtricnſe. * See p. 573, in the notes. * See the manner of the Mainwaring

*citates peſſing to the preſent baronet, p. 750. " Villare Ceſtricnſe,

Voſ., JI. 5 F jt
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It is probable that the manor of Blackden belonged at an early period to the

Gooſetrees, the co-heireſſes of which family married, as before-mentioned, into the

families of Kinſey and Eaton: Thomas Kinſey Eſq. now of Knutsford, poſſeſſes a

third part of this manor by deſcent; the two other portions are the property of

John Glegg Eſq. of Withington, whoſe anceſtors the Baſkervyles acquired one

third in marriage with the co-heireſs of a branch of the Kinſey family in the 16th

century; the other third was purchaſed by Mr. Glegg in 1804, of William

Fallows Eſq. of Heywood in Alderley, who, it is probable, acquired it either by

purchaſe or marriage, of the Eatons: Blackden-Hall is ſpoken of by Webb in his

Itinerary", as the ancient ſeat of the Eatons in 1622, and it appears that they

continued to poſſeſs it many years afterwards". It is now the property of Mr.

Kinſey, and occupied as a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Leighs or Lees lies nearly three miles N. N. E. from Middle

wich: the manor has been a confiderable time in the Shakerley family, and is

now the property of C. W. J. Shakerley Eſq. of Somerford-Hall.

The townſhip of Twemlow lies about five miles and a half E. N. E. from Mid

dlewich; the manor belonged as early as the reign of Richard I. to a family which

took its name from the townſhip. King Edward I. gave Twemlow in the year 1280

to the abbot and convent of Vale-Royal, under whom it was held by the

Hardings" (deſcendants of the Twemlows"); from them it paſſed by female heirs

to the Knutsfords, and from the latter, by co-heireſſes, to the Booths and Jod

rells. Edward Booth, who became poſſeſſed of the manor-houſe and a moiety of

this eſtate in the reign of Henry VIII. by marrying Mary, the co-heireſs of Roger

Knutsford, was a younger ſon of Sir William Booth of Dunham-Maſſey. John

Booth Eſq. of Twemlow, made confiderable MS. collections, both heraldic and

hiſtorical, relating to this county. This branch of the Booth family became ex

tinët in the male line by the death of Thomas Booth Eſq. in 1786, when the

Twemlow eſtate paſſed by his deviſe to his nephew, Charles Everett, who dying

without iſſue, it devolved, purſuant to the proviſions in Mr. Booth's will, to

another nephew. Walter Griffith Eſq. a captain in the navy, who has taken the

name of Booth, is the preſent proprietor, and refides at Twemlow manor-houſe.

Ellen, the other daughter and co-heir of Roger Knutsford above-mentioned,

brought a moiety of the Twemlow eſtate in marriage to the Jodrells of Yardſley;

Elizabeth, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Francis Jodrell Eſq. who died in

1756, married Egerton Leigh Eſq. of Weſt-Hall in High-Legh, who has srećled

" King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 84. * In 1662, —Harl. MSS. N° 2010,

* Willare Ceſtrienſe, * Pedigrees.

near
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near the ſite of the ancient hall at Twemlow a handſome manſion, now his prim

cipal reſidence.

The chapelry of Church-Hulme, commonly called Holmes-Chapel, compriſes the

townſhips of Church-Hulme, Cotton, and Cranage.

The townſhip of Church-Hulme, or Holmes-Côapel, lies ſomewhat more than

four miles E. by N. from Middlewich; the manor, which has always been held

with that of Cranage, belongs to Thomas Bayley Hall Eſq. A confiderable eſtate

in this townſhip which belonged anciently to the family of Holme, paſſed ſucceſ.

fively to the families of Bulkeley and Cotton'. The manor of lrdſhaw, or

Eardſhaw in this townſhip was, in the year 1457, the property of Hugo Le Page,

whoſe anceſtor was bailiff of Drakelow in the reign of Edward III. John Page, a

deſcendant of this family', ſold Erdſhaw to Sir Henry Delves Bart. of Doddington:

having paſſed by ſubſequent ſales to the Townſends and Preſcots, it has paſſed

with Drakelow to William Harper Eſq., the preſent proprietor. Erdſhaw-Hall,

formerly a ſeat of the Pages, is now a farm-houſe. *

In Holmes-Chapel, which is three miles from Sandbach, were ſome ancient

memorials of the Needhams of Cranage". Richard Vernon of Middlewich gave

the intereſt of 2001, to this chapel in 1723, and the Halls of the Hermitage have

been confiderable benefačtors to it, but the endowment is now only 57 l. per ann.

The vicar of Sandbach is patron. Thomas Hall Eſq. in 1707 founded a ſchool

for ten boys and ten girls, and endowed it with 41. each, out of the Hermitage

eſtate ; the nomination of the maſter and miſtreſs to be veſted in his heirs. The

endowment of this ſchool has been increaſed by the intereſt of ſome ſmall be

nefactions. -

The townſhip of Cotton lies three miles E. by N. from Middlewich : the

manor was anciently in the Fraſers: in 1204 Adam Fraſer pawned it, as the

deed expreſſes it, to John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, for eighty marks to

pay his debts: John Lacy granted it to Judas Kelly, whoſe ſon Gilbert took the

name of Cotton, and was anceſtor of the Cottons of this place", (called the

Cottons of Cotton-wood, or of Cotton near Church-Hulme,) who continued to

poſſeſs Cotton till about the year 1653, when it was ſold by Thomas Cotton

Eſq., to Sir Thomas Cotton Bart. of Connington in Huntingdonſhire. William,

a younger ſon of Sir Thomas Cotton, was of Connington in Cambridgeſhire, and

of Cotton-Hall in Cheſhire; his ſon Thomas left an only daughter, married to

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Called alſo Yearnſhaw. * See a farther account of he

family of Page, p. 373. " Robert Needham (1431), another Robert (1448), and Sir John

Needham, chief juſtice of Cheſter (1480). Biſhop Gaſtrell’s Notitia. * Villare Celtrienſe.

5 F 2 e Dingley
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Dingley Aſkham Eſq., of whom this manor was purchaſed in 1738, by Mrs.

Jane Bayley of Nantwich, grandmother of Thomas Bayley Hall Eſq., the preſent

proprietor. Part of the old hall of Cotton has been taken down; it has long been

occupied as a farm-houſe. We have not been able to aſcertain whether the

Cottons of Cotton-wood are extinét'.

The townſhip of Cranage or Cranach lies nearly four miles E. N. E. from

Middlewich ; the manor belonged for many generations to the anceſtors of Lord

Viſcount Kilmorey; one moiety was acquired about the latter end of King Edward

the Third’s reign, by marriage with a co-heireſs of the Cranach family, the other

was purchaſed in the reign of Henry VI. of the Hattons of Shroggs, who acquired

it by marriage with the family of Shaw of Shaw'. The manor of Cranage is now

the property of Thomas Bayley Hall Eſq., for whom it was purchaſed in truſt of

Lord Viſcount Kilmorey in the year 1760. Cranage-Hall with the demeſne-lands

was ſold by the feoffees of Lord Wiſcount Kilmorey in 1660, to William Swettenham

Eſq.; the preſent hall, which is a modern ſtructure, belongs to the widow of the

late Strethill Harriſon Eſq., and is in the occupation of John Pro&or Eſq.

Hermitage, in this townſhip, was given by Roger Runchamp, to the priory of St.

John of Jeruſalem, and was held under that monaſtery, by a branch of the Cranage

family , it paſſed in marriage with the heireſs of Cranage about the year 1334,

to Richard Harlington, and with the heireſs of Harlington, in the reign of

Henry VI. to Hugh Winnington; on the death of Thomas Winnington, the

laſt heir male of this branch about the year 1590, it paſſed to another branch,

and was ſold by Lawrence Winnington Eſq., about the year 1657 to John Lead

beter. It is now the property of Thomas Bayley Hall Eſq., whoſe anceſtor

purchaſed it of the Leadbeter family, ſomewhat more than a century ago:

Mr. Hall reſides in the ancient manſion. The townſhip of Cranage was incloſed

by ačt of Parliament in 1779,

SHockLAch, in the hundred of Broxton, and deanery of Malpas, lies about

five miles from Malpas, and about thirteen S. by E. from Cheſter : it compriſes

the townſhips of Church-Shocklach, Shocklach-Oviat, and Caldecote.

The Suttons were poſſeſſed of Shocklach-caſtle, and the manors of Church

Shocklach and Shock/ach-0viat, as part of the barony of Malpas : in the reign of

Edward I. Shocklach-caſtle was leaſed for life by John de Sutton, to Oliver

* Mr. Peter Cotton, who died in 1716, and bequeathed a legacy to the Blue-coat-ſchool at Cheſter,

# ſuppoſed to have been the laſt heir-male of this family. -

• Boſtock's Collections in the Britiſh Muſeum. Hari. MSS. Nº 139, p. 92.

* Willare Ceſtrienſe,

Ingham,
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Ingham, afterwards juſtice of Cheſter. The Shocklach eſtate paſſed with other

parts of the barony of Malpas, from Lord Dudley, through the Hills and

Breretons to the Egertons; in or about the reign of Charles I. it was purchaſed

by the Puleſtons of Emerall in the county of Flint, whoſe anceſtor, Richard de

Puleſton, had purchaſed a ſmall eſtate in this pariſh, of Thomas de Shocklach

in the reign of Richard II. Upon the death of John Puleſton Eſq., the laſt heir

male in 1775, the manors of Church-Shocklach and Shocklach-Oviat 7, paſſed by

his bequeſt to his nephew, Richard Price Eſq., ſon of Richard Parry Price Eſq.

of Bryn-y-pys in Flintſhire, by his fiſter and ſole heir : Mr. Price has taken the

name of Puleſton, and is the preſent proprietor.

The moated ſite of Shocklach-caſtle, of which there are no remains ", is near

Caſtle-town bridge, on the bank of a ſmall deep rivulet, near the road to Farndon.

Shocklach-Hall, an ancient manſion with a moated ſite, was for ſome time a

ſeat of the Breretons : Sir Randle Brereton died there in 1611, and was buried

at Malpas : it was afterwards one of the ſeats of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley,

who married his daughter and heir ". The old hall has been taken down many

years ago, and a farm-houſe built on the fite.

The reëtory of Shocklach, with the chapel of St. Edith and certain lands, ſome

time parcel of the college of St. John the Baptiſt in Cheſter, were granted in fee

farm to Sir Henry Fanſhaw ", who ſold them to Sir Thomas Shirley of Suſſex;

this eſtate was afterwards in the Egertons, who were patrons of the curacy: the

Puleſtons have been impropriators and patrons for more than a century.

The townſhip of Caldecote lies eleven miles S. by E. from Cheſter : the

manor paſſed with the daughter and heir of David de Caldecote, in or about the

reign of Edward II. to Urian, ſon of Philip de Egerton, whoſe poſterity were for

many generations of Caldecote and Wrinehill; this manor had paſſed from the

Egertons to the Breretons before the year 1611, when Sir Randle Brereton died

ſeiſed of Caldecote, and both the Shocklaches. In the reign of Charles II. the

manor of Caldecote was purchaſed of the Breretons by Sir William Drake, anceſtor

of T. D.T. Drake Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

Caldecote-Hall and demeſne, continued in a younger branch of the Cal

decotes till it was ſold, ſomewhat more than a century ago, by the laſt heir

male of that ancient family, to Mr. John Larden, anceſtor of John Larden Eſq.

of Cheſter, the preſent owner.

* The townſhip of Shoellach-Oviat lies about nine miles and a half N.W. by W. from Whitchurch.

* It appears by the plea to a quo warranto, temp. Hen. VII., that Shocklach-caſtle was then

ſtanding, and in a ſtate of defence : (muratum, fº/atum, & kernellatum) Harl. MSS. N° 2115. f. 173.

* King's Vale-Royal, part i. p. 55. * Records in the Augmentation-office.

I SHorwick,
-*
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SHorwick, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, lies on the banks of the

Dee, ſeven miles N. W. of Cheſter; it contains five townſhips, Shotwick, Capen

hurſt, Great-Saughall, Little-Saughall, and Woodbank.

The manor of Shotwick belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh:

at Cheſter, under whom it was held by the Shotwicks. Alice, heireſs of this

family brought it to the Hockenhulls ‘, who continued in poſſeſſion till about the

year 1750, when they ſold it to Samuel Bennet Eſq. Mr. Bennet by his will,

bearing date 1763, deviſed the reverſion, after his wife's death, to his great

nephew, John Nevelt, who has taken the name of Bennet, and is the preſent

OWIlCr. -

The church of Shotwick, which had belonged to the abbot and convent of

Chelter, was given, after the diſſolution, to the dean and chapter, who are im

propriators and patrons of the curacy. Dr. Peploe Ward is the preſent leſſee, as

truſtee for ſome of the prebendaries of Cheſter, and the families of deceaſed

prebendaries.

Adjoining to the townſhip of Shotwick is an extra-parochial diſtrićt, called

Shotwick-park, long ago diſ-parked and converted into farms: within this diſtrict,

on the banks of the river, is the fite of Shotwick-caſtle, which formerly be

longed to the crown. Henry II. is ſaid to have lodged in this caſtle, on his way

to and from Ireland; King Edward I. was there in 1278 ". The caſtle was

ſtanding in Leland's time, and its ruins were remaining in 1622 °, but there are

now no remains of it'; part of the walls have been carried away to repair roads

within the memory of man. It muſt have been the park eſtate, which by the

name of the manor of Shotwyke, was granted for life by King Edward III, to

Roger de Swinnerton 4, and afterwards by the ſame monarch, and Richard II.

to the celebrated Sir Hugh Calveley, and his younger brother Sir John". A

part of Shotwick-Hall, and Shotwick-Lodge, two ancient ſeats in this diſtrict,

remain, and are occupied by farmers. Sir Richard Wilbraham appears to have

been keeper of Shotwick-park for King Charles I., then Prince of Wales,

in 1622'; it is probable that it was granted in fee ſoon after the reſtoration, to

the Wilbrahams, of whom it was purchaſed about the year 17oo, by Thomas

Brereton Eſq.". The late Owen Saluſbury Brereton Eſq. F. R. & A. S., who

died in 1798, bequeathed it to his couſin (by the mother's ſide), Charles

• Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Rot, Wall. 6 Edw. I, • Webb's Itinerary in King's

Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 125. See p. 456. * Pat. 6 Edw. III.

* Pedigrees of the family. * Webb's Itinerary.

* In Simpſon's Engliſh Traveller (1746) Thomas Brereton Eſq. is ſaid to have a ſeat at

Great-Saughall in Shotwick, which manor paſſed with this eſtate. See the next page.

8 - Trelawney
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Trelawney Eſq., who has taken the name of Brereton, and is the preſent pro

prietor.

The townſhip of Capenhurſ, lies nearly ſix miles N.N.E. from Cheſter: the manor

belonged, in the reign of Edw. I. to the family of Capenhurſt. In the year 1701

Lord Cholmondeley had two-thirds of this manor, which his anceſtors had enjoyed

as early as the reign of Henry VII. ', and Sir James Poole the other third, with

the ancient hall, by inheritance from his anceſtor Robert de Pulle, who married a

co-heireſs of the Capenhurſt family in the reign of Richard II.". The manor of

Capenhurſt was purchaſed of Lord Cholmondeley in 1790, by Richard Richardſon

Eſq. the preſent proprietor, who reſides at Capenhurſt in a modern houſe,

built ſince his purchaſe of the eſtate: Capenhurſt-Hall, an old timber manſion,

has been taken down by Mr. Richardſon, and a farm-houſe erected on the

ſite.

The townſhip of Great-Saughall lies four miles N. W. by W. from Cheſter: the

manor belonged to the Wilbrahams of Woodhey, and has paſſed by the ſame title

as Shotwick-park, to Charles Trelawney Brereton Eſq., the preſent proprietor,

alſo of Little-Saughall, having purchaſed it of Charles Potts Eſq., who bought it

of the family of Stoughton. The hall and demeſne of Little-Saughall, which

were granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1562 to Robert Tatton, were ſold by him

to the Gamuls, who continued to poſſeſs them in 1698; this eſtate is now the

property of Mr. Robert Elliſon, by purchaſe from Mr. Potts. The Chamberlaine

family, ſuppoſed to be deſcended from John Chamberlaine, who was mayor of

Cheſter in 1334, had, for many deſcents, an eſtate in this townſhip. Thomas.

Chamberlaine Eſq. of Great-Saughall died in 1757 at the age of ninety-eight; his

ſon left an only daughter", married to George Reeve, merchant, whoſe ſon ſold

this eſtate in 1805, to Mr. John Hancock.

Great-Saughall was the reſidence of Mrs. Mary Davis, of whom there is an

account and portrait in Leigh's Natural Hiſtory of this county: ſhe was re

markable for having an excreſcence on her head, which when ſhe was ſixty years of

age grew into horns; theſe, after four years growth, were caſt and renewed, which

happened two or three times before her death: there is a portrait of her in the

Aſhmolean muſeum at Oxford, where one of the horns is preſerved. A few.

fimilar inſtances have occurred ; in the univerſity library at Edinburgh is.

preſerved a horn cut from the head of Elizabeth Love, in the fiftieth year of her

* Eſcheats. * Kimber's Baronetage.

* The Rev. George Chamberlaine of Enham-houſe in Hampſhire, is the repreſentative of this.

family in the male line.

age,
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age". Mrs. Allen, a woman who had a horn growing on her head, was exhibited

in London in the year 1790.

The townſhip of Woodbank, ſometimes called Rough-Shotwick, or Rowe-Shotwick,

lies ſix miles and a half N. W. from Cheſter; in 13co, it was the property

of Hugh de Wodebank, who, in 1313, alienated his eſtate here to William de

Hooton, from whoſe deſcendants it paſſed by marriage to the Stanleys of Hooton.

In 1637, William Stanley Eſq. fold the manor of Woodbank to Thomas

Hiccock : after the death of John Hiccock without iſſue, about the year 1740,

this eſtate paſſed ſucceſſively by female heirs to Stubbs and Boulton. It is

now weſted in the deviſees of Edward Platt Eſq.", who purchaſed it of Mr. Thomas

Boulton.

SToak, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, lies about five miles N. from

Cheſter: it contains the townſhips of Stoak, Great-Stanney, Little-Stanney, and

part of Whitby, which has been deſcribed under Eaſtham. A moiety of the manor

of Stoak, and the manors of Great and Little Stanney, have been for many gene

rations in the family of Bunbury, whoſe anceſtor, David de Bunbury in the reign

of Edward II., married the ſole heireſs of David de Stanney "; the other moiety of

Stoak having been purchaſed in the laſt century of the repreſentatives of the

Duttons, who had poſſeſſed it from a very early period, the three manors are now

the property of Sir Charles Bunbury Bart. Stanney-Hall, an ancient timber

manſion within a moated ſite, formerly a ſeat of the Bunburys, is now inhabited

by a farmer.

In Stoak church are ſeveral memorials of the Bunbury family, and the monument

of Edward Morgan Eſq. of Golden-Grove, who married a daughter of Henry

Bunbury Eſq. of Stanney, and died in 1682 : “he was ſon and heir of the noble

captain Edward Morgan, who was ſlain at Winnington-bridge, Aug. 1659.”

The impropriation and patronage of the curacy, which had been veſted in the Dut

tons, were purchaſed with the moiety of the manor which belonged to that family,

and are now the property of Sir Charles Bunbury. Sir Thomas Bunbury, the firſt

baronet of the family, founded a ſchool in this townſhip, and endowed it with the

intereſt of 20cl.

* See Granger's Biographical Hiſtory, Vol. iv. p. 216, 217.

* The reverſion of the whole, after the death of his daughter Dorothy, (the wife of George French

Eſq.) who enjoys two-thirds for life; and that of Charles Price, who has a life-intereſt in the

remainder, is veſted in the children of George and Dorothy French. The whole of the deſcent of

this manor was procured for us by William Nicholls Eſq. -

& Kimber's Baronetage.

Adjºin.
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Adjoining to Stoak is Stanlow, an extra-parochial place, where John Lacy,

conſtable of Cheſter, founded an abbey of Ciſtercian monks, in the year 1178;

it was removed to Whalley in Lancaſhire, on account of the inundations of the

Merſey in 1296, by permiſſion of Pope Nicholas IV. ‘; a cell nevertheleſs re

mained at Stanlow, where it appears that the abbot of Whalley was obliged to

find twelve chaplains'. After the diſſolution, Stanlow-Grange was granted to the

dean and chapter of Cheſter, but Sir Richard Cotton having obtained poſſeſſion

of this and other eſtates as before mentioned', his ſon George ſold it to John

Poole Eſq. of Poole, anceſtor of the Rev. Sir Henry Poole Bart., the preſent

proprietor. Several of the founder's family were buried at Stanlow, and

removed afterwards to Whalley ". There is a farm-houſe on the fite of

Stanlow-Abbey, in which ſome ſmall remains of the conventual buildings are

viſible. ~

Stockport, anciently written Stokeporte and Stocport, in the hundred and

deanery of Macclesfield, is a large market town on the Merſey, which divides it

from Lancaſhire’, and is 175 miles from London.

Stockport was made a free borough by Robert de Stokeporte, with the per

miſſion of Edward I. as Earl of Cheſter; the ſame Robert had a grant of a

market at Stockport in the year 1260, and an annual fair to be held for

ſeven days at the feſtival of St. Wilfred y. Friday is the market day, but the

market continues open till Saturday night for butchers’ meat, and other pro

viſions. Friday is a great market for corn, cheeſe’, and oatmeal; there are now

four fairs, March 4, March 25, May 1, and O&ober 23; that which is held on

May-day is a confiderable cattle-fair. The police of the town is regulated by the

reſident magiſtrate, or magiſtrates, and two conſtables. Stockport is ſaid to have

been formerly incorporated, but there is no charter extant. A mayor is ſtill

annually elected, or rather nominated by the lord of the manor at his court; but

his office is merely nominal, and he has no juriſdićtion or authority. The

population of the town, as returned to Parliament in 1801, confiſted of 14,830

* Dugdale's Monaſticon, Vol. i. p. 901. * Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See p. 573, in the notes.

* Dugdale's Baronage, i. p. 101. -

* The town appears to extend into that county; the townſhip of Heaton-Norris in Lancaſhire,

which is conneéted with it by the bridge, contained in 1801, 3768 inhabitants: the town extends on

the Cheſhire fide into the hamlet of Portwood in the townſhip of Brinnington,

* Watſon's Hiſtory of the Warren family, * It is effecmed the greateſt cheeſe-market

in the county.

Vol. 1ſ. 5 G perſons,
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perſons”, of whom 14,580 were reported to be chiefly employed in trade, ma.

nufačtures, or handicraft : the chief manufacture of the town is that of cotton

ſpinning, of which there are twenty-five factories"; there are ſeveral factories alſo

for making muſlin: ſome years ago the principal manufacture of the place was

that of winding and throwing ſilk; the firſt ſilk-mills introduced into this country

are ſaid to have been ſet up in this town “; there is now only one ſilk mill; the

making of hats is carried on to a conſiderable extent. A large circular building

on the ſite of the caſtle, built by the late Sir George Warren, the lord of the

manor, for a market-houſe, was for a ſhort time uſed as a muſlin-hall, but is now

unoccupied. -

Stockport was garriſoned for the Parliament during the civil war, and was

confidered an important poſt. In the month of May 1644, Prince Rupert

appeared before it with his army; the garriſon to the number of 3ooo horſe, and

foot, drew out to oppoſe him, but were repulſed and the town taken ". Stockport

bridge was blown up in 1745 to prevent the retreat of the rebels, after their

advance to Derby'. '

The pariſh of Stockport compriſes fourteen townſhips, viz. Stockport,

Bramhall, or Bromhall, Bredbury, Brinnington, Diſley, Dukenfield, Etchells',

or Stockport-Etchell, Hyde, Marple, Norbury, Offerton, Romiley, Torkington, and

Wernith.

• Including the populous hamlets of Heaton Norris, and Portwood, which appear to form part of

the town, being only ſeparated from it by the river Merſey ; it contained in 1801 about 20,000

inhabitants. -

* Excluſively of nine in the hamlet of Portwood, and eight in Heaton-Norris.

• Thomas Eyre of Stockport Eſq., John Gurnell of London, merchant, Talbot Warren Eſq.,

Thomas Hadfield, and George Nicholſon of Heaton-Norris, Lancaſhire, Chapmen, and Alexander

Elcock of Stockport, Gent., appear to have been the firſt proprietors of the filk-mills at Stockport.

Nathaniel Gartrivalli, (or Gardivaglio,) an Italian, is ſuppoſed to have been employed as manager.

There are perſons of the name of Gardivaglio ſtill living in Stockport. From the information of

Holland Watſon Eſq., many years a reſident magiſtrate of this town (now of Congleton,) to whom

we are indebted for ſeveral communications relating to Stockport.

• Sanderſon’s Life of King Charles I. p. 704. The garriſon ſeems to have made but little oppoſition,

and the capture of the town to have been attended with but little bloodſhed; the burial of one ſoldier

only, “ſlain at the taking of Stockport, the 27th of May,” is entered in the pariſh-regiſter.

• Defoe's Tour through Great-Britain, 8vo. 1748. Vol. ii. p. 386.

“The conſtablery is Etchels generally, but with reſpect to the poor it is confidered as two diſtinét

places, by the names of Stockport-Etchels, and Northen-Etchels; the former diſtria being in the

pariſh of Stockport, and the latter in the pariſh of Northen : the appointments of overſeers of the

poor are made ſeparately, and they do not account with each other.

5 The
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The manor of Stockport belonged ſoon after the Conqueſt to the De la Spencers,

under whom, in the reign of Henry III. it was held by Sir Robert de Stockport.

It has been ſuppoſed by ſome that the anceſtor of this Robert was one of Hugh

Lupus’s barons, but this is the firſt of the family of whom we find any mention *,

and it has been much doubted whether there was a barony of Stockport. Joan,

daughter and heir of Richard Stockport, brought the manor of Stockport to Sir

Nicholas de Eton, whoſe daughter Cecily, having married Sir Edward Warren,

anceſtor of the Warrens of Poynton, their ſon John, on failure of the male iſſue of

the Etons, ſucceeded to the manors of Poynton, Stockport, and other large

eſtates, now the property of Lord Viſcount Bulkeley in right of his wife, only

daughter and heir of the late Sir George Warren, K. B.

There was anciently a caſtle at Stockport, which, in the year 1173, was held

by Geffrey de Coſtentine, againſt King Henry II. "... This caſtle appears to have

belonged afterwards to the Stockports: a plan of the walls is given in Watſon's

Hiſtory of the Houſe of Warren. The fite is now occupied by the large circular

building before-mentioned. º -

On the north wall of the chancel of the pariſh church, which is an ancient

ſtructure, is the monument of Sir John Warren, who married Jane Arderne

about the latter end of the fifteenth century: and a monument (by Weſtmacott)

lately erected in memory of the late Sir George Warren; a female figure in white

marble, ſaid to be a portrait of Lady Bulkeley, is repreſented as mourning over

an urn : the inſcription is as follows: “To the memory of Sir George Warren,

late of Poynton in this county, knight of the moſt honourable order of the Bath,

lineally deſcended from the noble and ancient race of the Earls of Warren and

Surrey, many years repreſentative in Parliament for the town of Lancaſter, lord

of the barony and manor of Stockport, &c., whoſe remains lie interred in a

family vault near this place; in whom the tender affections of the parent, the

* The Warrens, as deſcended from the Etons and Stockports, are ſtyled in ſome monumental

inſcriptions and other ancient eviderces, Barons of Stockport: but as the Stockport family were

meſne-lords in the reign of Henry III., it is more probable, if Stockport was, as ſome ſuppoſe, one

of Hugh Lupus’s baronies, that the Stockports became poſſ ſſed of it by purchaſe, and not by

inheritance. It may be obſerved that there are documents extant, which ſhow the extent of the

juriſdiction of the baronies of Nantwich, Halton, Kinderton, and Malpas, but we find nothing of this

kind relating to the barony of Stockport; and in records of the reign of Henry III. and Edward I.,

it is ſpoken of, not as a barony, but only as a manor. It appears alſo that the prºprietor of the lord/lip

or manor of Stockport, in the plea to a quo warranto, (Temp. Hen. VII.) claimed only the privilege

of puniſhing minor offenders by the pillory, tumbrel, and cucking ſtool, (Harl. MSS. N° 2115. f. 194.)

whereas the barons, both ſpiritual and temporal, had the power of life and death.

* Benedićtus Abbas de Vita Hen. II. (Hearne.) Vol. i. p. 55.

5 G 2 poliſhed
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poliſhed manners of the gentleman, the amiable qualities of the friend, and the

ſocial endearing attractions of the neighbour were conſpicuouſly united. Ob.

Aug. 31, 1801, aet. 67.” The monument was put up by Elizabeth Harriot

Warren, Wiſcounteſs Bulkeley, his only daughter and heir by his firſt wife Jane,

daughter and heir of Thomas Revell Eſq. of Fetcham in Surrey. In the chancel

and ſouth aiſle are memorials of the Wrights of Mottram-Andrew and Offerton.

In the ſouth aiſle, which belonged to the families of Arden and Davenport, is the

monument of John Ardern" Eſq. of Harden, who died in 1703. In a chapel

belonging to the Leghs of Lyme is the monument of George Clarke Eſq. repre

ſentative of the Hydes of Hyde, who died in 1777. In a ſmall brick building,

attached to the ſouth ſide of the chancel, is the tomb of Richard Vernon, ſome

time rector of Stockport'.

It appears that there was formerly a manor attached to the reëtory, called

Church-gate, for which courts were held". The affairs of this pariſh are

managed by four hereditary church-wardens called Praepoſiti, or Poſts, being the

owners of four neighbouring manors, Bredbury, Brinnington, Bramhall, and

Norbury, who execute their office by deputy. Sir Edmund Shaa', or Shaw, gold

ſmith and alderman of London, founded a free-ſchool" at Stockport in the year

1487, and endowed it with 1 ol, per ann. The nomination of the maſter is in the

Goldſmiths’

* From the time of the Conqueſt till of late years this family ſpelt their name Ardern or Arderne.

* The inſcription is in old French ; it is probable that this was Richard Vernon, deſcribed in ſome

pedigrees as capellanus, who was living in the reign of Edward 11.I. He was grandſon of Hugh de

Vernon, a younger brother of Nicholas Vernon Baron of Stockport.

* Harl. MSS. N° 2010.-In a terrier, bearing date 17oo, mention is made of lands held by the

ſervice of being foreman of the jury, when the reëtor ſhould hold his court.

* Dr. Shaa, who preached the celebrated ſermon at Paul's-croſs in favour of the claims of Richard

Duke of Glouceſter, was his brother. -

* The following is a correót copy of the clauſe in Sir Edmund Shaa’s will relating to this ſchool.

“ And 1 woll that the other honeſt preeſt, (the firſt-mentioned was to officiate at Woodhead-chapel,)

be a diſcrete man, and conning in gramer, and be able of connyng to teche gramer; and I woll that he

fing his maſſe, and ſay his other divyne ſervice in the pariſshe of Stopforde in the ſaide countye of

Cheſter, at ſouch an aulter there, as can be thought convenient for hym, and to pray ſpecially for

my ſoule, and the ſoules, &c. And I woll that the ſame connying preeſt kepe a gramer-ſchool

contynually in the ſaid town of Stopforde, as long as he ſhall contynewe there in the ſaid ſervice.

And that he frely, without any wages or ſalarye, aſking or taking of any parſon, except only my

ſalarye hereunder ſpecified, ſhall teche al maner perſon’s children, and other that woll come to him to

lerne, as well of the ſaid towne of Stopforde, as of other townes thereabout, the ſcience of gramer

as ferre as lieth in hym for to do, unto the time that they be be convenably inſtruct in gramer by

him, after their capaciteys that God woll geve them. And I woll that the ſame connyag preeſt,

- with
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Goldſmiths’ company: the ſchool is farther endowed with 101 per ann., payable

out of the incloſed town-lands, and the intereſt of benefactions, making altogether

about 461. per ann.

Sunday ſchools were originally inſtituted at Stockport in the year 1784, when

ſix ſchools were eſtabliſhed, moſt of which, after a while declined ; but one

of theſe, condu&ed chiefly by the Methodiſts, had in 1794 ſix hundred and

ninety-five ſcholars: ſince this time the inſtitution has been gradually increaſing,

and is now ſupported on a ſcale uncommonly extenſive, above three thouſand

children being now educated in it wholly by gratuitous teachers, of whom there

are upwards of two hundred. A large ſchool-houſe, one hundred and thirty-two

feet in length, fifty-ſeven in width, and four ſtories high, was erected by ſubſcrip

tion in 1805".

There is an alms-houſe at Stockport founded in 1683, for ſix old men, by

Edward Warren Eſq., who endowed it with 20s. per ann. for each ; they are

alſo entitled to 5s. per ann. each, from another benefactor, and coals.

A diſpenſary was eſtabliſhed at Stockport upon an extenſive ſcale, about the

year 1792; Lord Bulkeley is preſident; the Rev. Charles Preſcot, the reëtor,

vice-preſident ; eight hundred and forty-eight patients were admitted into the

diſpenſary and fever-houſe, from March 25, 1807, to March 25, 1808; the

diſpenſary-houſe was built in 1797; fever-wards were added in 1803.

with all his ſcholers with hym that he ſhall have for the time, ſhall, two dayes in every weke, as

long as he ſhall abyde in that ſervice ther, that is to wite, Wedymyſday and Fryday, come into the ſaid

church of Stopforde, unto the grave ther, where the bodies of my fader, and my moder lyen buryed,

and ther ſay togiders the pſalm of De Profundir, with the verſicles and colletts therto accuſtomyd,

after Saliſbury uſe; and pray ſpecially for my ſoule, and the ſoules of my fader, and my moder,

and for all Chriſten ſoules. And I woll that the ſame preeſt teachinge grammer ther, ſhall have for his

ſalarye werely, as long as he abide in that ſervice there, Iol. of the ſaid 14/. 6s. 8d.: refidue of the

faid annueil and quyterent of 17 l. And for to corage my ſaid feliſhip of the ſaid craft of goldſmythes,

or elſe that other feliſhip, the which woll agree to ber the charge of the ſaid annuell and quiterent

of 17 l., to be the better willén to the ſupportacion of the ſame charge for evermore: I woll that

the ſame fe'ſhip ſhall have for evermore, the preſentement, nominacion, and admyſfion of the ſaid

two preeſtes of the ſaid two ſervices, and the removing and puttying out of them, and admyttyng of

other into the ſame ſervices, for cauſes reſonable, as often as the caſe ſo ſhall require.”

In another clauſe of his will he direéts his executors “to buy as mooch Walſhe fryſe, half white

and half black, as may and thereof do mak at my coſte 200 party-gownes for the poor of Stopforde,

Chedle, Mottram,” and ſome neighbouring pariſhes in Lancaſhire, there ſpecified. To Stopforde

church he gives “as good a fute of veſtments of blue velvet as may be bought with the ſumme

of 40 markes.” He dire&ts “16 rings of fyne gold, to be graven with the well of pitie, the well

of mercie, and the well of everlaſting life,” and to be given to his friends.

* Printed report, 1808.

St. Peter’s
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St. Peter's chapel at Stockport was founded in 1768 by William Wright Eſq.,

who procured an ačt of Parliament for that purpoſe, and endowed it with a rent.

charge of 120l. per ann. iſſuing out of the demeſne-lands of Handford or

Handforth, which was ſettled on the miniſter, together with the rent of pews:

it has been fince augmented by Queen Anne's bounty. The patronage is veſted

in Lawrence Wright Eſq., of Mottram-Andrew, as repreſentative of the founder,

whoſe monument is in the chapel. There are in Stockport, a Preſbyterians.

meeting-houſe, another for Quakers, and ſeveral Methodiſts’ meeting-houſes. Near

the town is a chapel for the uſe of Roman Catholics, many perſons of which

religion, now reſident at Stockport, have emigrated from Ireland.

The townſhip of Bramhall, or Bromhall, formerly written Bromhale, lies three

miles S. by W. from Stockport; the manor was parcel of the barony of Dunham

Maſſey. Hamo de Maſſey gave Bromhale to Mathew de Bromhale 9, whoſe de

ſcendant about the reign of Henry V. had an only daughter and heireſs, married

to John Davenport, anceſtor of William Davenport Eſq. of Bramhall, the preſent

proprietor. In the chapel of this venerable manſion *, are the arms of Daven.

port, Bromhall, and ſeveral of the Cheſhire gentry. The ceiling of the drawing.

room, which was fitted up in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is enriched with

pendant ornaments: there is another large room with a wooden roof, enriched

with quatrefoils, and the wainſcot painted with flowers, groteſque animals, and

figures. a

Sir Humphrey Davenport, a younger ſon of the Bramhall family, was appointed

one of the juſtices of the King's Bench in 1629, and in 1630 chief baron of

the Exchequer; he was one of the judges againſt whom a charge was brought in

during the Parliament of 1640, for their unconſtitutional advice to King

Charles I., on the buſineſs of ſhip-money". Sir Humphrey Davenport married

one of the co-heireſſes of Sir Richard Sutton of Sutton, by whom he left iſſue.

The manor of Bredbury was held under the Stockports, by the family of

Bredbury, and the Stockports held it under the Barony of Dunham-Maffey, by

the ſervice of finding a man with a ſack and a pike for the wars . The heireſs of

the Bredburys brought a moiety of this manor to the Arderns: the other moiety

was for ſeveral generations in the Davenports of Henbury, from whom it paſſed by a

female heir to Sir Fulke Lucy. John Ardern Eſq. and Sir Fulke Lucy were joint

proprietors in 1662 : the other moiety having been ſince purchaſed by the Ardens,

the whole now belongs to John Arden Eſq. Bredbury-Hall is occupied as a farm

-> Villare Ceſtrienſe. r See P. 456. s Whitlocke’s 'Memorials, P. 45.

* Willare Ceſtrienſe.

houſe.
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houſe. In this townſhip is Hawarden, or Harden, the ancient ſeat of the Arderns,

which appears to have been acquired by a match with the heireſs of Bredbury

above-mentioned : Stephen de Bredbury purchaſed it of Matthew de Hawarden

in or about the reign of Henry III.' John Arden Eſq. the preſent owner of this

eſtate, reſides occaſionally at an ancient houſe in Stockport, which has long been

in the family. In the old hall of Harden, which is now occupied as a farm-houſe,

are ſeveral portraits, moſt of which had belonged to the Crewes, and were brought

from Utkinton-Hall: among the moſt remarkable is that of Mrs. Jane Lane,

who aſſiſted the eſcape of King Charles II., repreſented as concealing the crown

under her cloak ; and a half-length of judge Clinch in his robes.

The manor of Brinnington having been parcel of the barony of Dunham

Maſſey, was with other eſtates given by Hamon de Maſſey to Robert, ſon of

Waltheſh, for which the ſaid Robert was retained to ſerve him in his chambers,

and to carry his arms and clothes when the Earl of Cheſter in his own perſon

ſhould go to Wales; Hamon was to find him a ſumpture, a man, and a ſack, whilſt

in his ſervice in the army: and the ſaid Robert was to ſwear that if Hamon

were in captivity, he ſhould help to ſet him free, and alſo help to make his ſon a

knight, and to marry his eldeſt daughter; in token of which Robert gave Hamon

a gold ring . This manor was ſoon afterwards in the Stockports, who were

ſucceeded by the Dukenfields as early as the year r 327 ": it continued in the

Dukenfield family till about the year 1770, when it paſſed with Dukenfield

Hall and other eſtates to John Aſtley Eſq., of whom it was purchaſed by the

father of James Harriſon Eſq., the preſent proprietor. In this townſhip is the

populous hamlet of Portwood, in which ſtands Portwood Hall, the manor-houſe of

Brinnington, now let to a farmer.

The townſhip of Diſley, or Dáley-Stanley, lies about ſix miles S. E. from Stock

port: the manor was for many generations in the Leghs of Lyme, and is now

under the will of the late Thomas Peter Legh Eſq., the property of his natural ſon,

Thomas Legh, a minor. A family which took its name from the townſhip held

lands at an early period by the ſervice of being foreſters of Macclesfield; theſe

lands ſeem to have paſſed by inheritance to the Suttons and Sherds”, or Sherts.

The laſt-mentioned family, which was ſettled at Diſley as early as the reign of

Henry VI., continued to reſide at Shert-Hall in this townſhip in 1662 y.

The chapel was re-built, conſecrated, and made parochial in the year 1553.

The curate is appointed by the Leghs of Lyme. There is a ſchool at Diſley

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Ibid. Ibid.

y Harl. MSS. N° 2010.

endowed
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*

endowed with Iol. 5:... per ann., given by the Leghs of Lyme and other perſons;

the Leghs nominate the maſter.

The townſhip of Dokenfeld, now ſpelt Dukenſeld, lies about fix miles and a

half N. E. by N. from Stockport; the manor was given by Hamon, Baron of

Dunham-Maſſey, to Matthew de Bromhall: in 1327 it was purchaſed of William

de Stockport by Robert de Dokenfield, whoſe anceſtors, according to the pedigree

of the family, had reſided in this townſhip from the time of the conqueſt. Sir

Robert Dukenfield was created a baronet in 1665. Penelope, the widow of Sir

William Dukenfield Daniel Bart., who had aſſumed the latter name in addition to

his own, upon becoming poſſeſſed of the eſtates of the Daniels of Tabley, brought

this manor and other eſtates in marriage to John Aſtley Eſq. an eminent artiſt,

of a good family in Shropſhire, and they are now the property of his ſon, Francis

Dukenfield Aſtley Eſq. Sir Nathaniel Dukenfield Bart., the immediate deſcendant

of this ancient family, who reſides at Warfield in Berkſhire, inherits no part of

the family eſtate. Dukenfield. Hall, formerly the ſeat of the Dukenfields, is divided

into two tenements; the chapel, which was originally built in 1398, forms one

of the wings: in the chancel is ſtill to be ſeen a memorial for Sir Robert Duken

field Bart., who died in 1729. Dukenfield-Lodge, which was built by the late

Mr. Aſtley, and ſtands on a wooded bank of the River Tame, is now the ſeat of

F. D. Aſtley Eſq. Near the lodge is an ancient Diſſenters’ meeting-houſe, with a

burying-ground, in which are ſome monuments of the Dukenfields.

Some years ago the Moravians eſtabliſhed a ſettlement in this townſhip, and

erected ſome ſpacious buildings with a chapel, &c. but not agreeing with

the late Mr. Aſtley about the renewal of their eſtate, which was held for lives,

moſt of them removed in 1785 to Fairfield, on the road between Aſhton-under

Lyne and Mancheſter, where they ſtill have a ſettlement: ſome of the brethren

remained at Dukenfield; in or about the year 1805, they renewed their leaſe of

the chapel, the miniſter’s houſe, and a girls' boarding ſchool; but they have not

reſumed their mode of living incommunity under the ſame roof, as they formerly

did at Dukenfield and at Chelſea, and as they now do at Fairfield, and their other

regular ſettlements. In this townſhip are very extenſive collieries, and ſome

cotton-fačtories.

The manor of Etchells, or Stockport-Etchells, has paſſed with Etchells in Nor

thenden, and is now the property of Thomas William Tatton Eſq. of Withen

ſhaw.

The townſhip of Hyde, which lies four miles N. E. by E. from Stockport, gave

iname to a family which poſſeſſed a moiety of the manor, or ſome portion of it,

8 aS
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as early as the reign of Henry III.: the other moiety was acquired in the reign of

Edw. Ill, of the Baguleys *; it is now the property of George Hyde Clarke Eſq.,

whoſe grandfather, George Clarke Eſq., lieutenant-governor of New-York, married

Anne, one of the daughters, and eventually ſole heireſs of Edward Hyde Eſq.

Hyde-Mill, the ſeat of Mr. Clarke, is an ancient building, with a modern front :

it is pleaſantly ſituated on the bank of the Tame: Hyde-Hall paſſed many

years ago by purchaſe from the family of Hyde, to that of Hulton of Hulton in

Lancaſhire, and is now the property of William Hulton Eſq.; it is occupied

as a farm-houſe. There is a Diſſenters’ meeting-houſe in this townſhip called

Hyde-chapel. * ~ * -

The townſhip of Marple lies nearly five miles E. S. E. from Stockport; the

manor was anciently in the Stockports", afterwards for ſeveral generations in

the Vernons". In the reign of Queen Elizabeth it appears to have been in the

Stanley family; Sir Edward Stanley ſold it in parcels to Mr. Hebbert, chaplain

to Lord Keeper Bridgman, and others; Mr. Hebbert had the manor in 1662 “.

Marple-Hall is now the ſeat of John Iſherwood Eſq., deſcended in the female line

from the Bradſhaw family, who formerly reſided there, having been acquired about

the year 1656 by the marriage of Henry, elder brother of preſident Bradſhaw, with

Mary, daughter of Barnard Welles of Hope in Derbyſhire. The Bradſhaws

before this time refided at Wyberſley-Hall in this townſhip; the manor of which,

from time immemorial, appears to have been an appendage to that of Marple. At

this hall prefident Bradſhaw was born : his baptiſm is thus entered in the

regiſter at Stockport, “ 1602—John, the ſonne of Henry Bradſhaw of Marple,

was baptized the 1 oth of December : ” in the margin, in another hand,

is added the word traitor. -

At Marple is a chapel of eaſe in the gift of the rector of Stockport: it has

becm augmented with Queen Anne's bounty, but the endowment is ſtill ſmall:

the chapel, which ſtands detached from the village, is now re-building upon an

enlarged ſcale: it is five miles from Stockport.

Preſident Bradſhaw by his will, bearing date 1653, gave the ſum of 7ool, to

purchaſe an annuity, for “maintaining a free-ſchool at Marple, the ſame to be laid

out as his truſtees and his brother Henry ſhould think fitteſt for effecting his

purpoſe:” the townſhip was never benefitted by this bequeſt; as Bradſhaw's

* Villare Celtrienſe. * See more of the Hyde family, p. 385.

* Watſon's Hiſtory of the Warren family, Vol. ii. 224. * Eſch. Edw. I., Edw. III.,

Henry IV., Henry VI., and Edw. lv. It was held by free foreſtery. See p. 744.

* Harl. MSS, N° 2010,

Vol. II. º 5 H property
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property confiſting chiefly of eſtates which had belonged to the royaliſts, was

confiſcated at the Reſtoration, it is probable that his truſtees never had the

power of putting his intentions into execution. His brother Henry, who ſurvived

him, founded a ſchool in this townſhip upon a ſmaller ſcale, endowing it with the

intereſt of Iool, which having been augmented by ſome other ſmall benefačtions,

the income is now 8l. 17 f. per ann. - -

The townſhip of Norbury lies nearly four miles S. E. by S. from Stockport; the

manor was from a very early period in the Hydes of Hyde: it is now veſted in

Thomas Legh, the natural ſon of the late Mr. Legh of Lyme, having been

purchaſed by the Leghs of Edward Hyde Eſq., the laſt male heir of that ancient

family. The hall is in a ruinous ſtate. There is a chapel of eaſe at Norbury in

the patronage of the Leghs of Lyme, which has been for many years held with

that of Poynton; the endowment is ſmall. About the year 1760, Peter Legh Eſq.

of Lyme built a ſchool-houſe at Norbury, but the ſchool has not been endowed.

The townſhip of Offerton lies about two miles and a half S. E. by E. from

Stockport; the manor was anciently in the Stockports, from whom it paſſed to

the Warrens: it is now the property of Lawrence Wright Eſq. of Mottram-Andrew,

whoſe anceſtor acquired it almoſt two centuries ago, by marriage with an heireſs

of the Winnington family. Mr. Robert Dodge, about the year 1765, gave a

rent-charge of 11 per ann." for the purpoſe of paying the ſchool-wages of one

or more poor boys of this townſhip.

- The manor of Romiley was anciently in the Stockports, from whom it deſcended

to the Etons and Warrens: in the early part of the ſeventeenth century it was

held under the Warrens, by the Davenports ; Reginald Bretland Eſq., ſerjeant

at law, died ſeiſed of it in 1703 : it is now the joint property of John Arden Eſq.

and Thomas William Tatton Eſq.

Chad-kirk chapel, in this townſhip, had been thirty or forty years in ruins

in 17 18: Serjeant Bretland left by will 51 per ann. to an orthodox preacher

at this chapel, and requeſted that the reëtor of Stockport would add as much

more; this had never been paid in 17 18: the chapel lay in ruins till about the year

1746, when it was re-built by ſubcription: the rector of Stockport is patron. The

above-mentioned annuity of 5 l. per ann. is now paid by Thomas William Tatton

Eſq., upon whoſe eſtates (formerly belonging to the Bretlands) it is charged.

The townſhip of Torkington lies about three miles S.E. from Stockport; the manor

which formerly belonged to the Torkingtons", is now the property of Willoughby

Legh Eſq. of Booths, whoſe anceſtor purchaſed it of the family of Ryle. The

hall is occupied as a farm-houſe. The late Mr. Legh built a neat lodge in

Torkington, for his occaſional reſidence.

4. On two houſes now the property of Mr. Orme. * Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 91. Th

Thd
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The manor of Werneth or Wernith paſſed for ſeveral centuries with Romiley;

it was Sir Fulk Lucy's in 1662', afterwards ſerjeant Bretland's, and is now the

property of Thomas William Tatton Eſq.

GUILDEN-Sutton, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Cheſter, lies

about three miles N. by E. from Cheſter: it contains only one townſhip, and

about nine hundred ſtatute acres of land. The manor of Guilden, Golden, or

Gilders-Sutton, was given by John Lacy, conſtable of Cheſter, to Adam de

Dutton", whoſe ſon Geffrey granted it to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh

at Cheſter. This eſtate, ſome time after the reformation, was in a younger branch

of the Booths of Dunham-Maſſey", who exerciſed manerial rights here more than

a century ago. In the year 1699, Elizabeth, daughter of George Booth of

Woodford-Hall, near Over, having married George Tyndale Eſq. of Bath-Ford

in Somerſetſhire, this eſtate paſſed to the Tyndales, of whoſe deſcendant it was

purchaſed by James Croxton Eſq. in 1773: Mr. Croxton's daughter and heireſs,

Emma, brought this and other eſtates in Guilden-Sutton in marriage to the Rev.

Rowland Egerton, (ſeventh ſon of the late John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton,) the

preſent proprietor and lord of the manor. The grandfather of the late Mr.

Croxton had purchaſed in 1725, a houſe and lands in this pariſh, which had

belonged to the Breretons, and afterwards to the Wrights; in 1747 he purchaſed a

manſion, with its demeſne, of Lancelot Machell Eſq. of Crakenthorp-Hall in

Weſtmorland; this houſe, which was for ſeveral deſcents a ſeat of the Machells,

has been taken down; that which belonged to the Wrights is now a farm

houſe.

The chancel of the pariſh church received ſo much injury from a ſtorm on the

21ſt of January 1802, that there was a neceſſity for its being taken down and re

built. The church of Guilden-Sutton belonged to the college of St. John the

Baptiſt in Cheſter; Sir Peter Warburton bought the impropriation in the reign

of Queen Elizabeth; it has now been more than a century in the Stanleys of

Alderley; Sir J. T. Stanley Bart, being the preſent patron and impropriator.

SweTTENHAM, in the hundred of Northwich and deanery of Middlewich,

lies about four miles N. W. from Congleton, and about ſeven miles eaſt from

Middlewich; it contains two townſhips, Swettenham, and Carincham, or

* Harl. MSS. N* 2010. * See p. 485, in the notes.

* It is moſt probable that it was granted to the dean and chapter, obtained by Sir Richard Cotton,

with their other eſtates, (ſee p. 373, in the notes,) and ſold by his family to the Booths.

5 H 2 - Kermicham,
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Kermicham. The manor of Swettenham was the ancient inheritance of a family

of that name: Joan, daughter and heir of Thomas de Swettenham brought it to

the Davenports of Davenport in the fixteenth century; but before the year 1620

the male heir of the Swettenhams had, by purchaſe, become repoſſeſſed of it'.

In the year 1780, on the death of Thomas Swettenham Eſq., the laſt heir male of

this family, who had aſſumed the name of Willis, this manor paſſed under his

deviſe to his widow for life, with remainder to Mrs. Heys, a diſtant relation, for

her life, and after both their deaths, in fee, to John Eaton Eſq. another diſtant

relation, who aſſumed the name of Swettenham, and was father of Millington

Faton Swettenham Eſq. of Didſbury in Lancaſhire, the preſent proprietor:

Swettenham-Hall is in the occupation of Edward Smythe Eſq. The advowſon

of the rectory, after the next preſentation, is veſted in Mr. Swettenham.

The townſhip of Carincham, Karincham, Kermingham, or Kermicham, anciently

written, Cerdingham, lies about five miles and a half N.W. from Congleton;

in the reign of Edward I. the manor was held under the barony of Hawarden by

the Swettenhams": Randal Mainwaring, of a younger branch of the Mainwarings

of Peover, became poſſeſſed of it about the year 1431'; it is now the property of

John Mainwaring Uniacke Eſq., who, on the death of John Mainwaring Eſq.,

the laſt heir-male of this branch of the family in 1784, ſucceeded to his eſtates

under a ſettlement made by Roger Mainwaring Eſq., his maternal grandfather:

the hall is now occupied as a farm-houſe. In this townſhip is Rowley, the ancient

property and ſeat of the Rowley family ", from the reign of Edward I. to that of

Henry VIII., when Robert Rowley Eſq. ſold it to the Mainwarings". -

TARPorley, in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of Cheſter, is a ſmall

market town on the great road from London to Cheſter, ten miles and a half

from Cheſter, and one hundred and ſeventy-one from London. The pariſh

contains the townſhips of Tarporley, Eaton, Ruſhton, and Utkinton". Tarporley is

called in ancient records a borough, and the houſes are called burgages: it had in

former times a mayor, as appears by ~deeds of the years 1348 and 1396 °: it

is now governed by a conſtable. The market, which was originally on Tueſday,

was granted in 1281, to Hugh de Tarporley, then lord of the manor, together

with a fair for three days at the feſtival of the Holy-Rood ; the market,

which is inconfiderable, is now held on Thurſday; it had been many years diſuſed,

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * * Ibid. ! Ibid. " See p. 397. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

° The townſhip of Eaton lies about two miles E. N. E. from Tarporley; Rºſton, nearly three

miles in the ſame dire&tion; Utkinton, about a mile and a half N. W. by W.

* Cole's MSS. Britiſh Muſeum. 3 Cart, to Edw. 1. ~

when

f
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when it was reſtored, ſomewhat more than a century ago, by Sir John Crewe, who

in 1705 procured a grant of three fairs', now held on the firſt of May, the

Monday after the feſtival of St. Bartholomew, and Dec. 11; they are chiefly for

cows and pigs: Sir John Crewe built the market-houſe. There is an annual fox

hunt of great celebrity, held at Tarporley on the firſt week in November, during

which week there are horſe-races , at a place called Crab-tree-green on Delamere

foreſt.

A pamphlet “called Cheſhire Succeſſe,” publiſhed by the Parliamentary party,

gives an account of a pitched battle at Tarporley on the 21ſt of February 1642-3,

between Sir William Brereton's forces, and the royaliſts from Cheſter; but

although the parliamentarians were more ſucceſsful in the other ačtions ſpoken

of in this pamphlet, they appear, notwithſtanding the King's forces are ſaid to

have ſuffered greater loſs, to have retreated in this inſtance, for which the diſ

advantage of the ground, and the approach of night, are aſſigned as reaſons.

The manor of Tarporley was anciently in a family which took its name from

the town: a moiety of it belonged, as early as the year 1307, to the Greys of

Ruthin : this moiety, to which the advowſon of the church was annexed, con

tinued in the family of Grey till the reign of Henry VII., when it was ſold by

the Earl of Kent to Hugh Dennis, and having paſſed by a ſubſequent ſale to the

Hintons, was purchaſed of them about the year 1590 by the Dones, who had

then for ſeveral generations been poſſeſſed of the other moiety, having reſided

at Utkinton-Hall in this pariſh, before the year 1200. A younger branch of

this family was of Flaxyards, in the townſhip of Eaton: on the extinction of

the elder branch in the male line about the year 14oo, the Utkinton eſtates paſſed

in marriage with its heireſs to the Dones of Flaxyards, who removed to Utkinton.

Sir John Done, who was knighted by King James at his houſe at Utkinton in 1617,

on occaſion of the King's hunting in the foreſt of Delamere", of which he was

hereditary bow-bearer, died in 1629; his only ſon, John Done Eſq., dying either

before or ſoon after him without iſſue, the eſtates were divided among three

ſiſters, Jane, who died unmarried, Mary, wife of John Crewe Eſq., and Eleanor,

wife of Ralph Arderne Eſq. ". Upon a partition, the manor and advowſon of

Tarporley, and the manor of Utkinton, were allotted to Jane, the elder ſiſter, who,

by a deed of the 12th of February 1662, ſettled theſe eſtates to the uſe of herſelf for

* Cole’s MSS. "Horſe-races on Delamere foreſt are mentioned in Webb's itinerary, 1622.

King's Vale. Royal, part ii. p. 1 18. * Vale-Royal, part i. p. 1.c5.

* A fourth fifter, Frances, the wife of Thomas Maiſterſon Eſq. of Nantwich, died before her

brother, without iſſue,

4. - life,
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life, with remainder to her fiſter Mary for life, with divers remainders over; upon

the determination of which, the premiſes ſo ſettled, were to be divided into fix

parts; two fixths were limited to Sir John Arderne (then ſon and heir-apparent to

his fiſter Eleanor), and his heirs; and the other four-ſixths to Henry, Ralph, James,

and Philip, younger brothers of the ſaid Sir John, to each of them and his heirs,

one-ſixth. Theſe eſtates became afterwards the ſubjećt of litigation in the

court of Chancery, and ſo continued till the year 1725, when a partition was

decreed between the children of Eleanor, the youngeſt ſiſter of Mrs. Jane Done,

(who married Ralph Arderne Eſq.) in the following proportions: two-fixths of

the manors, with Utkinton-Hall, which had then lately been the ſeat of Sir John

Crewe , were allotted to Sir John Arderne Knight, great-grandfather of John

Arden Eſq., the preſent proprietor; one-ſixth to Henry Arderne, the anceſtor

of Mrs. Glegg, in whom it is now veſted; one-ſixth 7 to Ralph Arderne, whoſe

eldeſt daughter brought it in marriage to Jonathan Hulley; another fixth-part

was allotted to the dean and chapter of Cheſter, as deviſees of dean Arderne,

who died in 1691, having bequeathed the chief part of his eſtates to that body;

the remaining fixth ſhare was allotted to Philip Arderne, and having been deviſed

by him to the Dukenfield family, was purchaſed in 1773 of Sir Nathaniel Duken

field Bart., by Philip Egerton Eſq. of Oulton, father of John Egerton Eſq., who

is the preſent proprietor.

It appears by the plea to a quo warranto, in the reign of Henry VII. that

the Earl of Kent, as lord of the manor of Tarporley, claimed by ancient uſage

the right of puniſhing bakers offending againſt the law, by the pillory; maltſters

by the tumbrell’; and ſcolds by the thew, which is defined in the record to be

the puniſhment of being placed on a certain ſtool called a cucking-ſtool: ſeveral

other manors in the county claimed the like privileges, as appears by pleas to

quo warranto's of the ſame date".

The manors of Ruſhton and Eaton, which had been granted by John Scott,

Earl of Cheſter, to Hugh Fitton", and which were afterwards ſucceſſively in the

Greys Earls of Kent, and in the Hintons, appear to have been afterwards in the

Dones, and to have paſſed with Tarporley and Utkinton; but Ruſhton-Hall with

its demeſne, which continued in the Hintons and their repreſentatives, the Mad

* Son of Mary Arderne, the ſecond ſiſter, who married John Crewe Eſq.

* This ſhare is now the property of Mr. John Shaw of Idenſhaw, who purchaſed it in 1804 of

Jaſper, ſon of Jonathan Hulley above-mentioned.

* The tumbrell is by moſt authors defined as ſynonymous to the cucking-ſtool, but is here clearly

ſpoken of as a diſtinét puniſhment. : Harl. MSS. N° 2 r15. * Ibid.

- docks,
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docks, was ſold by the marchioneſs of Landſdown, (daughter and heir of the

Rev. Hinton Maddock,) to Richard Maddock Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

Utkinton-Hall was the ancient ſeat of the Dones, and afterwards of Sir John

Crewe, who had a valuable library there: when Mr. Cole viſited Cheſhire in 1755,

many years after Sir John's death, the books remained at Utkinton; the greater

part of the hall has been taken down, what remains is fitted up as a farm-houſe;

the chapel which was conſecrated in 1635, has long ago been turned into rooms

for the uſe of the farm. Flaxyards-Hall anciently the feat of a younger branch of

the Dones of Utkinton, who eventually became repreſentatives of the elder branch,

has long been a farm-houſe. -

The well mentioned in p. 416, was within the townſhip of Utkinton, at a

place called the Hollins, and went by the name of the New-found-well for more

than a century; the bath on the waſte was reſorted to by great numbers of perſons

from all parts of the country, who had free acceſs to the water, and wonderful

cures were reported to be wrought by it in caſes of lameneſs, till a neighbouring

farmer incloſed the bath, and demanded a ſmall payment for the uſe of it; and

from that time it is ſaid that no more crutches were hung, as before they had been,

on the ſurrounding hollies. Some years afterwards the waſte where the well had

been diſcovered was incloſed, and the tenant of the eſtate, who had built a houſe

within a quarter of a mile of the ſpot, demoliſhed the bath, about fourſcore

years ago, covered up the well, and conveyed the water in leaden pipes into his

kitchen for the uſe of the houſe *. John Greenway, a name-ſake, and moſt

probably a deſcendant of the perſon who is ſpoken of in the pamphlet, as the

firſt diſcoverer of this once celebrated well, lives about half a mile from the

Hollins.

In Tarporley church are ſeveral monuments and other memorials of the families

of Done, Crewe, Wagſtaff", &c. The monument of Sir John Done, who died in

1629, has a half-length effigies of the deceaſed in armour, with his badge of office, as

hereditary chief bailiff, foreſter, or bow-bearer of the foreſt of Delamere : this office,

or at leaſt a moiety “ of it, was acquired by his anceſtor, Henry Done, who married

the

* From the information of the Rev. Thomas Williamſon, miniſter of Little. Budworth. .

* In the chancel is a cenotaph in memory of Thomas Wagſtaff, buried at Tachbrook in Warwickſhire

in 1686; he married the daughter and co-heir of Comb of Warwick, by whom he had Sir Comb

Wagſtaff Knt., and Mary wife of Sir John Crewe; the inſcription on this monument makes mention

alſo of the families of Boughton and Rouſe, who were connected with the Wagſtaffs.

* An inqueſt was taken at Cheſter, 3.5 Edw. III., to determine a claim between Richard Done,

and Richard Groſvenor; the former contended that the whole of the bailiffy, or magiſtracy of the

foreſt
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the eldeſt daughter and co-heir of Richard de Kingſley, by which match he alſo

acquired large eſtates in the pariſh of Frodſham. The badge of this office, an

ancient bugle-horns, was formerly at Utkinton-Hall, but was taken into York

ſhire by Mr. Arderne, to whom, on the death of Sir John Crewe, the office of

chief-foreſter devolved: it is now in the poſſeſſion of John Arden Eſq. of Harden,

in whom the ſaid office is now veſted.

The monument of John Crewe." Eſq. (ſon of Sir Randle Crewe, chief.

juſtice of the King's Bench,) who married Mary Done, and died in 1670,

has a medallion of the deceaſed; that of his ſon, Sir John Crewe of Utkinton,

who died in 171 I, has a recumbent effigies in white marble; that of Mrs.

Jane Done, who died in 1662, and her ſiſter Mrs. Mary Crewe, who died

in 1690, is in the north-aiſle, and has recumbent figures of the deceaſed in

white-marble: in the ſouth aiſle is a painting in chiaro-ſcuro of the mo

nument of Jane, the lady of Sir Clippeſby Crewe (who died in 1639) in

Weſtminſter-abbey. Sir Clippeſby was father of John Crewe of Crewe, the

laſt of that branch of the family, who died in 1684: his lady was daughter of

Sir John Pulteney of Miſterton in Leiceſterſhire. On the ceiling of this aiſle are

the arms of Done, Arderne, and Crewe; and of their alliances.

The advowſon of the valuable rectory of Tarporley' was divided into the

ſame portions as the manor, but Richard Arderne having purchaſed his brothers

Ralph and Henry Arderne's ſhares, they have deſcended to John Arden Eſq.,

who is new poſſeſſed of four-fixths of the advowſon: one ſixth belongs to the

dean and chapter, who preſented for the firſt time in 1808, Mr. Hugh Chol

foreſt of Delamere, deſcended to him from his anceſtor, Henry, by virtue of his marriage with Jane

Kingſley, who, in lieu of lands, had, as her ſhare of her father's eſtates, the bailiffey of the ſaid foreſt.

Richard Groſvenor maintained on the contrary, that a moiety of the bailiffey had been veſted in his

anceſtors from time immemorial: it was decided in favour of Groſvenor. We find that John Done

of Utkinton, in the twenty-fifth year of Henry VIII., purchaſed of Sir John Talbot, and Margaret

his wife, this moicty of the magiſtracy and cuſtody of the foreſt. — Woodmoth's Collečtions, p. 65.

* See p. 462.

* This John Crewe was one of the commiſſioners on the fide of the parliament at the treaty of

tºxbridge. —Whitlocke’s Memorials, p. 120.

| Sir John Crewe by his will, bearing date 1710, ordered and appointed, that his couſin Richard

Arderne, and whoever ſhould ſucceed him as patron of Tarporley, ſhould require a bond of every

new incumbent preſented by them, to refign the reëtory in the event of his accepting any other

benefice, or in the event of his abſ.hting himſelf for three weeks at any one time, unleſs in caſe of

long journies upon ſpecial and extraordinary occaſions, of which he ſhould firſt acquaint the

owners of Utkinton-Hall, and in ſuch caſe, not to be abſent more than two months at any one time.

mondeley,
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mondeley, the dean, being then inſtituted on their nomination: the next turn

belongs to John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton.

A chapel, called the Hermits, or le Hermitage, near Tarporley, is mentioned

as annexed to the church of Tarporley, in a record of the reign of Richard II.,

and the chapel of Rode or Rood, in records of the fourteenth and fifteenth

centuries: the advowſon of the church, with theſe chapels, was then in the

family of Grey".

Mrs. Jane Done, who died in 1662, gave 2.0', per ann. to the ſchool at Tar

porley, and the intereſt of 2Col. to bind children apprentice: Sir John Crewe

ſettled 121 per ann. in lieu of this in 1688; and in 1703, a further ſum of 131.

per ann., in lieu of money given for that purpoſe by his mother'. The ſchool-houſe

was built by Dorothy Lady Done, mother of Mrs. Jane Done, by whom it was

endowed; the nomination of the maſter was ſettled to be in Mrs. Jane Done's heirs,

who, in the year 1724, transferred their right to Richard Arderne Eſq. and his heirs.

The Rev. Thomas Garner gave the ſum of 10ol. in the 4 per cents., for the purpoſe

of inſtructing poor children of this town.

Sir John Crewe in 1704, at the requeſt of his lady, built ſome alms-houſes at

Tarporley, for four poor women, which are endowed with a rent-charge".

On an old houſe at Tarporley, are the two following curious diſtichs,

accompanied with the creſt and initials of Ralph Done; ſome other creſts, and

the coat of Arderne. -

“ Ralphe Done Eſquyer, the Lorde of thys place

Was an eade to thys buldyng in every cace”

- Jhon Winter 1586.

“ Fenys quoth Jhon Newſon hath kept hys promes juſt,

In buldyng of thys houſe in Awguſt.”

Anno 1585,

TARv1N, in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of Cheſter, lies five miles

N. by E. from Cheſter on the London road. It had for ſome time a weekly

market procured by Sir John Savage in the reign of Queen Elizabeth", which

has been diſcontinued beyond the memory of man; a fair formerly held on the

* Cole’s MSS. Britiſh Muſeum. * It was appropriated to the eldeſt ſons and daughters

of poor cottagers. Sir John Crewe by his will, bearing date 17 Io, orders and appoints that the ſchool

maſter ſhall not be in holy orders, and that every new ſchool-maſter, on his appointment, ſhall give a

bond to reſign his fituation in the event of his entering into holy orders.

* In the return of charitable donations to the Houſe of Commons in 1786, Dame Mary Crewe

is ſaid to have ſettled a rent charge of 6... per ann, on theſe alºng-houſes,

* King’s Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 47.

Vol. II. 5 I 9th
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9th of December, has been diſcontinued about twenty years. The pariſh of

Tarvin compriſes the townſhips of Tarvin-cum-Oſcroft, Aſhton, Burton, Clotton,

Duddon, Hockenhull, Horton-cum-Peele, Kelſall, Great-Mouldſworth, Bruen-Stapleford,

and Fulke-Stapleford.

Tarvin was for a confiderable time one of the parliamentary garriſons, during the

civil war: a ſkirmiſh between ſome of the King's forces from Cheſter and the

garriſon at Tarvin took place on the 12th of November 1643 °, and another in

the month of January following " : in the month of Auguſt, Tarvin appears to

have been in the poſſeſſion of the royaliſts, and to have ſuſtained an attack from

ſome of the Parliamentary forces *. On the 5th of September 1644, this town

was again taken poſſeſſion of for the Parliament, fortified with ſtrong works,

and garriſoned '. Tarvin appears to have been the only garriſon in Cheſhire,

except Nantwich, which was not abandoned on the reported approach of the

King, in May 1645", and it continued in poſſeſſion of the Parliament till the end

of the war.

The manor of Tarvin was long annexed to the ſee of Lichfield and Coventry,

under which it was held on leaſe for lives: in the year 1550 it was alienated

in fee to Sir John Savage, ſubjećt to a certain chief-rent to the biſhop; from

the Savages it paſſed with Frodſham and other eſtates to the Cholmondeleys;

it is now the property of Mr. William Cotgreave, having been purchaſed by his

father of William Thomas, to whom it was ſold by the Earl of Cholmon

deley in 1786. Holme-Street, or Home-Street-Hall, in this townſhip, formerly

called Holme-Street Manor-houſe, was included in Sir John Savage's purchaſe

above-mentioned, and was afterwards ſucceſſively in the families of Starkey,

Sproſton, Barker, and Symkin'; Mrs. Darell, heireſs of the latter, deviſed it

to Mr. Daniel Vawdrey, of whoſe ſon Thomas it was purchaſed in 1767 by Thomas

Brock Eſq., and it has ſince paſſed with Hockenhull to the Cluttons. In 1629

it was deſcribed as then lately in the occupation of Sir Thomas Fiſher. Prior's-

Heys in Oſtroſt, (a hamlet of Tarvin,) belonged to the Bruen family, and has

paſſed with other eſtates, by purchaſe, to the Wilbrahams of Rode: it is eſteemed

extra-parochial.

The rectory of Tarvin was annexed to a prebend (ſince called the prebend of

Tarvin) in the church of Lichfield by Alexander Savenſby, biſhop of Lichfield

• Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. ºs.

* Ibid. ii. 931. * Ibid. p. 936. * Ibid. p. 937. * Ibid. p. 942.

• It was ſold by Sir John Savage in 1550, to James Starkey Gent. ; in 1629, by Henry Starkey,

to Robert Sproſton; by the deviſees in truſt of the latter to Richard Barker, who in 1683 deviſed

it to his kinſman John Symkin ; Gilbert Symkin ſon, of the latter, bequeathed it in 1740 to his ſiſter

Sarah, then the relićt of - Darell.

5 and
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and Coventry in the year 1226; it is now veſted in the dean and chapter, as part

of a fund for the repair of Lichfield cathedral": the patronage of the vicarage,

which before belonged to the prebendary, is now veſted in the biſhop. Ralph

Nield, who was buried at Tarvin in or about the year 1760, was ſaid to be 107

years of age; his laſt wife, who ſurvived him, was his ſixth. The townſhip of

Tarvin has been incloſed, purſuant to an ačt of Parliament paſſed in 1791, when

lands were allotted in lieu of tithes to the impropriator and to the vicar.

The grammar-ſchool at Tarvin was founded in the year 16oo by

Pickering, and endowed with 2col., laid out in the purchaſe of lands at Tatten

hall, now let for 151 per ann., which, with ſome ſmall additions ° to the en

dowment, is now made up 18.1 per ann. : the number of children is limited to

twenty: there is a houſe for the maſter. Mr. John Thomaſen, a celebrated pen

man, was maſter of this ſchool: on the outſide of the church, is the following

epitaph to his memory. “ John Thomaſen, thirty-ſix years maſter of the

grammar-ſchool, highly excelling in all the varieties of writing, and wonderfully

ſo in the Greek charaćter. Specimens of his ingenuity are treaſured up in the

cabinets of the curious, and in the public libraries throughout the kingdom ; he

had the honor to tranſcribe the Icon Baſilike of her royal grandfather, for Queen

Anne ; invaluable copies alſo of Pindar, Anacreon, Epićtetus, Hippocrates's

aphoriſms, and that finiſhed piece, the ſhield of Achilles (as deſcribed by Homer),

are among the produćtions of his valuable pen. Ob. Jan. 25, 1740. aet. 54.”

There is a portrait of Mr. Thomaſen at Vale-Royal, the ſeat of Thomas Chol

mondeley Eſq. -

The townſhip of Aſhton lies eight miles E. N. E. from Cheſter; the manor

was held under the barony of Shipbrooke in the reign of Edward I. by the Main

warings, from whom it deſcended by female heirs to the Truſſells and Veres. In

or about the year 1580, Edward Vere Earl of Oxford, ſold it to Sir Chriſtopher

Hatton, from whom it paſſed by ſucceſſive ſales to the families of Crewe, Davies,

and Whitley ". In 1718 it was purchaſed of the executors of Roger Whitley Eſq.

by Mr. Leonard Grantham, who in 1728 ſold it to Cornelius Hignett Gent.: it is,

now the property of Samuel Alderſey Eſq., whoſe grandfather married Mary,

one of the daughters and eventually ſole heireſs of Mr. Hignett above-mentioned.

Aſhton-Hall, an ancient ſtone manſion, now occupied by a farmer, is the property

of Mr. George Speakman, whoſe family inherited the hall with its demeſne by

* See Harwood's Hiſtory of Lichfield, p. 251.

* The intereſt of 40l. ſecured on a turnpike-road, and a rent-charge of Il per ann. on lands in the

townſhip of Tarvin.

Villare Ceſtrienſe—Roger Whitley Eſq. purchaſed of Henry Davies Eſq., before the year 1695.

5 I 2 - deviſe
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deviſe from its former owners, the Robinſons. Aſhton-Heys, in this townſhip,

belonged in the reign of Henry VIII. to Sir Thomas Smith; the repreſentatives of

his deſcendant Sir Thomas Smith Bart., who died without iſſue in 1675, ſold it to

Roger Whitley Eſq.; after having paſſed ſome time with the manor of Aſhton,

it was purchaſed of Mr. Grantham in 1722, by Bruen Worthington Eſq. of

the city of Dublin, whoſe grandſon, the Rev. Richard Worthington, M.D.,

has, within the preſent year, (1809,) ſold it to Booth Grey Eſq. Aſhton-Heys-houſe,

now the ſeat of Mr. Grey, ſtands on an elevated ſituation, commanding a

beautiful and extenſive proſpect; it was built by Dr. Worthington’s father, the late

Burdett Worthington Eſq. for his own reſidence.

The townſhip of Burton lies three miles N. N. W. from Tarporley; the manor

belonged to the family of Bruyn or Bruen, as early as the reign of Edward I.’,

it has ſince deſcended with Bruen-Stapleford, to Randle Wilbraham Eſq., the

preſent proprietor. Burton-Hall, formerly a ſeat of the Werdens’, is now a farm

houſe.

The townſhip of Clotton lies two miles N. W. by W. from Tarporley, on the

road to Cheſter ; the manor belonged at an early period to Robert de Rullos,

who gave the tithes of this townſhip to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh

in Cheſter; his daughter and heir brought it to the Waverton family, the co

heireſſes of which married into the families of Clotton, Meſſington, and Huxley.

The manor was afterward divided into three portions" among the deſcendants

of theſe families; Clotton's ſhare is ſuppoſed to have paſſed by ſucceſſive female

heirs to the Overtons, Swettenhams, and Wilbrahams"; and is now the property

of the Earl of Dyſart, as repreſentative of the laſt-mentioned family: Meſſington's

ſhare came to the Dones, and paſſed with the Utkinton eſtates to John Arden Eſq.

Huxley's ſhare was alienated to the Praers family, paſſed by a female-heir to the

Bruens, and is now the property of Mr. James Haſſall, having been purchaſed of

Randle Wilbraham Eſq. of Rode, whoſe grandfather bought it of the Bruens.

Hogfield or Huffield is a hamlet of Clotton: there was formerly a family of de Hulfield’;

; Villare Ceſtrienſe. —Dr. Williamſon has in one inſtance miſtaken it for the manor of Buerton in

Aldford, which was held under the Orrebies.

* It belonged to the Werdens (as leſſees probably) in 1622, ind in 1662. Vale-Royal, part i. p. ioz.

and Harl. MSS. N° 20 to. We find that the eſtate was purchaſed of Nathaniel Wall Eq. (ºn

whom the fee was then veſted) in 1722, and that it has deſcended in the ſame manner as Choluon.

deſton, and ſome other eſtates.

• Or perhaps three, excluſively of Hoofield, or Hulfield, which might have been the fourth part of

the manor, which the Hulfield family held. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

• John de Hulfield was ſeiſed of one-fourth of the vill of Clotton, 23 Edw. III. Roger de Hulfield

was ſeiſed of one-fourth of the manor, 22 Rich. II. -

6 in
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in the fourteenth century they held a fourth-part of the manor of Clotton, of which

we find no ſubſequent mention.

The townſhip of Duddon lies rather more than three miles N. W. by W. from

Tarporley, on the road to Cheſter; the manor, which had paſſed through the ſame

hands as Clotton, was for many generations in moieties between the families of

Bruen and Done; the firſt of theſe moieties has paſſed with Bruen-Stapleford to

Mr. Wilbraham, the other with the Utkinton eſtate to Mr. Arden. Duddon-Hall,

which continued to be the ſeat of a younger branch of the Dones, long after the

extinction of the elder branch", is now a farm-houſe the property of Mr. Arden.

The townſhip of Hockenhull gave name to a family which poſſeſſed the manor

from a very early period *, till the year 1713, when it was ſold to Mr. Hugh

Whiſhaw. In 1761 it was purchaſed of his ſon, Whiſhaw, by John

Walſh Eſq. M. P. : it now belongs to the eldeſt ſon of the late Colonel

Clutton of Kinerſley-caſtle in Herefordſhire. Colonel Clutton married a niece of

Thomas Brock Eſq., who purchaſed this manor of Mr. Walſh in 1771. Hock

enhull-Hall, the ancient feat of the Hockenhulls', has been taken down ; its

ſite is occupied by a farm-houſe.

The manor of Horton-cum-Peele, or Little-Mouldſworth, was formerly in the

Duttons . Sir John Savage was ſeiſed of it in the reign of Henry VIII. : in 1622

it belonged to the family of Travers or Travis", and having undergone ſome

intermediate alienations', was purchaſed of the preſent marchioneſs of Landſdown

by Richard Maddock Eſq., the preſent proprietor. Horton-Hall is now a farm

houſe. Peele, a hamlet of Little-Mouldſworth, or Horton, belonged in 1680 to

Colonel Roger Whitley, before that period ſucceſſively to the Hardwares, Brookes,

and Wilbrahams"; it is now the property of the Earl of Plymouth, whoſe great

grandfather, married the daughter and heir of Thomas Whitley Eſq. Peele-Hall,

a reſpectable old manſion, was the ſeat of Colonel Whitley, who entertained King

William III. there on his way to Ireland; it is now a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Keſall lies three miles N. E. from Tarvin, and cight miles

from Cheſter; the manor belonged formerly to the Kelſalls', who took their name

from this townſhip ; it is now in moieties between the Earl of Plymouth, by in

* Edward 1)one Eſq., deſcribed as his couſin, is one of the legate. s in Sir John Crewe's wiil,

bearing date 17 Io; he died in 1717: the laſt Done of Dudjoe, wºo occurs in the Tarvin regiſter, is

Robert Done, buried in 1774. * Villare Ceſtrieuſe. * See an accouilt of this family, p. 383,384.

* Eſch. Hen. VI. and Hen. VII. at Cheſter. * Kit g's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 101.

* The Travis family ſold it to Jacob Jon-3 about 1719. Thomas Maddock Eſq., aiderman of

Cheſter, purchaſed of Jones in 1749; his gran 'aughter the marchioneſs of Landſdowu ſold it to

Richard Maddock Eq. in 1787.

* Hari. MSS. N° 2 oio. * \ , , (" "Hrieuſe.

heritance
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heritance from the Whitleys of Peele, and John Arden Eſq., by inheritance from

the Dones: it was held in ancient times under the barons of Dunham-Maffey, who

appear to have held the fee under the biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry. Kelſall.

Hall is a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Great-Mouldſworth lies nine miles N. E. by E. from Cheſter;

the manor was at an early period in the Mouldſworth family; in the reign of

Hen. VIII./it was in the Sneyds"; in 1662 it belonged to Samuel Hardware Eſq.":

it is now the property of John Haygarth of Bath M. D., who in 1806, purchaſed

it of the truſtees of Mrs. Mary Lightbody, deviſee of Mrs. Mary Tilſton, who died

in 1795. Mrs. M. Tilſton was the heireſs of Dr. Tilſton, the laſt heir-male of the

ancient family of Tilſton, (formerly of Tilſton,) who had poſſeſſed this manor for

rather more than a century. Mouldſworth-Hall is occupied by a farmer.

The townſhip of Bruen-Stapleford lies rather more than ſeven miles E. by S. from

Cheſter; the manor was the ancient inheritance of the Bruyns, or Bruens, which

family became extinët in the male line by the death of Jonathan Bruen Eſq. in 1715,

This manor was ſold in 1752, under a decree of the court of chancery, to Randle

Wilbraham Eſq., grandfather of Randle Wilbraham Eſq. of Rode, the preſent

proprietor. A farm-houſe has lately been built on the ſite of Stapleford-Hall, the

ancient ſeat of the Bruens. A moiety of the manor of Fulke. Stapleford belonged

alſo to the Bruens, and has paſſed with Bruen-Stapleford to Mr. Wilbraham; the

other moiety belonged at an early period to the Orrebies, from whom it paſſed

by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Corbets and Breretons"; in 1702 it was pur

chaſed of Nathaniel Wall Eſq.", by Sir John Werden, and has fince paſſed with

Leighton in Nantwich, Burton-Hall in this pariſh, and other eſtates, to George

Harley Drummond Eſq.

In this townſhip is Hargrave-Stubbs, where is a chapel founded in 1627 by

Sir Thomas Moulſon Bart., alderman, and ſome time lord mayor of London,

and endowed with 4ol, per ann. for a miniſter. Sir Thomas Moulſon at the

ſame time endowed a ſchool adjoining to the chapel with 201, per ann. “ for

the government, education, and inſtruction of youth in grammar and virtue,”

and directed the overplus of rents ariſing from certain lands, then by him

m Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. " Harl. MSS. N° 2o Io.

• John White Eſq. married Margaret, his only daughter and heir; they had one daughter married

to John Foot, altar Dineley, who died previouſly to the year 1752, when the eſtate was ſold, as

mentioned above. * The townſhip of Fulke-Stapleford lies fix miles E. fron Cheſter.

* Eſch. Hen. IV. VI. & VII.

• John Wall Eſq. was ſeiſed of this eſtate in 1672; it does not appear by Mr. Drummond's

papers, who were the immediate predeceſſors of the Walls.

given,
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given, to be applied to the relief of ſuch poor perſons as the majority of the

feoffees ſhall think fit; the biſhop and the dean of Cheſter, Earl Groſvenor, the

Rev. John Olderſhaw, vicar of Tarvin, Randle Wilbraham of Rode-Hall Eſq.,

and the Rev. Richard Maſſie of Coddington, are the preſent feoffees of this charity,

and have the appointment of the miniſter, and ſchool-maſter: the lands are now

let for 1551. per ann.

The extra-parochial townſhip of Willington, which lies three miles N. N.W. from

Tarporley, adjoins the townſhips of Clotton and Duddon in this pariſh ; and part

of it pays corn-tithes to the impropriator of Tarvin. The manor was formerly

parcel of the poſſeſſions of the abbey of Stanlow, afterwards removed to Whalley

in Lancaſhire; ſoon after the diſſolution of monaſteries it became veſted in the

Dones', and has ſince paſſed with the Tarporley eſtate, being now divided be

tween John Arden Eſq. John Egerton Eſq., and the dean and chapter of Cheſter'.

The extenſive tract of land, called Delamere-foreſt, which is alſo deemed extra

parochial ", adjoins this pariſh on its weſtern ſide; the Old Pale, or as it was

formerly called, the Chamber of the Foreſt, lies not far from Kelſall. It is an

incloſure, made nearly two centuries ago, and the high-ground within this inclo

ſure is ſaid to have been the ſite of Ethelfleda's city, called Ediſbury; but

there are now no traces of it. The Old Pale belongs to the chief foreſter, or

bow-bearer; James Arderne Eſq., anceſtor of John Arden Eſq., who now holds

that hereditary office, is ſaid to have built a brick houſe here, about the middle

of the ſeventeenth century . The New Pale is an incloſure, belonging to the

Earl of Cholmondeley, made by the Rivers family within the laſt century, in

that part of the foreſt which adjoins the pariſh of Frodſham.

TATTENHALL, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Malpas, lies about

eight miles S. E. from Cheſter : it contains three townſhips, Tattenhall, Golbourn

Bellew, and Newton. The manor of Tattenhall was given by Randal Gernon

Earl of Cheſter, to Henry Touchet, from whom it deſcended to the Lords

Audley V, and became forfeited to the crown by attainder ; about the year 16oo

it was purchaſed of the Cottons ‘, by the Egertons, from whom it paſſed by ſale

* As early as the year 1560. * See p. 790.

" A great part of it including the Old and the New Pale, was, in former times, deemed to be in

the pariſh of St. Oſwald in Cheſter; but has not for many years been eſteemed part of that pariſh.

* Harl. MSS. N° 2o Io. 3 Villare Ceſtrienſe. -

* It ſeems probable that after Lord Audley's attainder, it was granted to the dean and chapter of

Cheſter, and that it came into the poſſeſſion of the Cottons in the ſame manner as Great-Boughton,

and other eſtates of the dean and chapter. See p. 573, in the notes.

tº
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to Sir Jºhn Crewe of Uſkinton: it is now the property of Thomas Tarlton Eſq.

of coleſworth-caſtle, who purchaſed it in 1804 of John Crewe Eſq., now Lord

Crewe. attenhall-Hall" belonged to the Boſtocks, of whom it was purchaſed

by the Bradſhaws: in 1666 it belonged to Sir J. Bradſhaw of Cheſter: it is now

a farm-houſe, and united to the manor.

The church of Tattenhall was given by William de Malbank, Baron of Wicſ.

Malbank, to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh in Cheſter. The biſhop of

Cheſter is now patron of the rectory. In the pariſh church are ſome memorials

of the Birds of Broxton. Mr. Thomas Larden gave the intereſt of Iool. for

clothing and teaching poor children of this townſhip. Dr. Peploe, rector of

Tattenhall, who died in 1781, gave the ſum of 20cl., laid out in the purchaſe of

334l. 17s. 7d. 3 per cents., now veſted in John Larden Eſq., and Samuel

Bromfield Gent., for the education of twelve children of this pariſh.

The townſhip of Golborne, or Golbourn-Bellew, lies about ſix miles and a half

S. E. by E. from Cheſter; the manor was held under the barony of Wich

Malbank, by the family of Bella-Aqua, Belleau, or Bellew, from which it paſſed

by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Hattons, Vernons, and Duttons, and was after

wards by purchaſe the property of Sir Peter Pindar; it has long been annexed to

the manor of Tattenhall, and was purchaſed with it, by Mr. Tarlton. This manor

renders ſuit and ſervice to the manor of Handley, and its officers are ſworn in at

Handley-court. In the townſhip of Golborne-Bellew, is Ruſhill-Hall, Ruſhee,

or Ruſhall, deſcribed by Webb in his Itinerary, (written in 1622,) as a fair houſe

and demeſne of the Duttons of Hatton ", afterwards the ſeat of Sir Peter

Pindar: it is now a farm-houſe, the property of Mrs. Gifford of Nerquis.

Webb ſpeaks of “the Cleys” near this place, a ſeat of a younger branch of the

Golbornes “.

The townſhip of Newton-juxta-Tattenhall, lies rather more than four miles

W. S. W. from Tarporley; the manor ſeems to have paſſed with Tattenhall, and is

now the property of Thomas Tarlton Eſq.

TaxALL, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, lies on the borders

of Derbyſhire, about eleven miles S. E. from Stockport, and about eight S. W.

from Macclesfield: it compriſes two townſhips, Taxall and Whaly. In or about

the year 1344, the manor of Taxall was given by Edward Downes Eſq. of

• This was the fair houſe, built all of brick, made by Richard Boſtock Eſq. in the reign of

James I., fpoken of by Webb in his Itinerary, A* 1622. See King’s Vale-Royal, part i. p. 53.

• King's Vale Royal, part i. p. 58. * Ibid.

Shrigley,
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Shrigley, to his younger ſon Edmund", in whoſe poſterity it continued till the

year 1691, when it was ſold by Reginald Downes Eſq. and Edmund his ſon,

to John Shallcroſs Eſq. of Shallcroſs in Derbyſhire. In 1733 it was ſold by

Mr. Shallcroſs, to John Dickenſon of Mancheſter, merchant, of whoſe ſon it

was purchaſed in 1793 by the late Foſter Bower Eſq., barriſter at law : it is

now the property of Francis Jodrell Eſq. of Henbury, to whoſe father, John

Bower Jodrell Eſq., it paſſed by the will of his brother Foſter Bower above

mentioned. It appears by the depoſitions of ſome old perſons taken in the year 1720,

that the manor of Taxall was anciently held by the ſervice of blowing a horn on

Midſummer-day, at a high rock near Taxall, called Wind-gather; and that there

was a tradition that the lord of this manor was to hold the King's ſtirrup, and

rouſe the ſtag when he ſhould come to hunt in Macclesfield-foreſt: we find mention

of its being held (16 Edw. I.) by free-foreſtery; and other ſubſequent records

ſpeak of the office of a foreſter being annexed or appendant to this manor; but

there is no mention in any of the ancient records relating to this manor, of the

ſervices above-mentioned; thoſe attached to a foreſterſhip, or a manor held by

free-foreſtery, have been already deſcribed “. Overton-Hall, formerly a ſeat of

the family of Downes, has been taken down, and a farm-houſe built on the ſite.

The late Mr. Foſter Bower built a ſtone houſe at Taxall, called Taxall-lodge,

intended for his own reſidence; it is now in the occupation of Mr. Samuel

Gratrix, an eminent calico-printer. Mr. Bower expended large ſums in planting

the grounds contiguous to his houſe, and ſeveral of the neighbouring moors:

the plantations are in a very thriving ſtate.

In the pariſh church is the monument of Michael Heathcote, gentleman of the

pantry, and yeoman of the mouth to King George II., who died in 1768.

The Rev. John Swain is patron and incumbent of the rectory, the advowſon of

which was long attached to the manor. -

The townſhip of Whaley lies rather more than nine miles S. E. from Stockport;

the King is lord of this townſhip, the eſtates in which are the cuſtomary freeholds

of various perſons. Mr. Jodrell is the principal proprietor. Yeardſley-Hall in

Whaley was for many generations a ſeat of the Jodrells; the greater part of the

old manſion was taken down about the year 1776 for the purpoſe of re-building

it, but the deſign was laid aſide on the purchaſe of Henbury, by the late John

Bower Jodrell Eſq., and the remains of the hall were converted into a farm-houſe.

Bottoms-Hall in Whaley, now alſo a farm-houſe, belongs to the Leghs of

Lyme.

* Froin the information of Edward Downes Eſq. * See p. 744.

Vol. II. 5 K THORNToN,
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THoRNton, in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of Cheſter, lies about

four miles N.E. from Cheſter: it contains five townſhips, Thornton, Dunham-on-the

Hill, Elton, Hapsford, and JPimbold:-Trafford.

The manor of Thornton, called to diſtinguiſh it from other townſhips of the

ſame name, Thornton-in-the-Moors, was given by Richard, lord of Aldford, to

Peter, the Earl of Cheſter's clerk, whoſe poſterity took the name of Thornton'.

Sir Peter de Thornton's daughter and heir brought it in marriage to Hamon

Fitton, after which it paſſed by female heirs, with other large eſtates, to the families

of Venables, Booth, and Trafford *; this manor was for ſome time in moieties

between the two laſt-mentioned families, as co-heirs of Venables; in or about

the year 1597, Trafford's moiety was ſold to Sir Peter Warburton": this moiety

paſſed by marriage to the Stanleys of Alderley, and was afterwards purchaſed by

the Booths; the Hon. Langham Booth, a younger brother of George, the laſt

Earl of Warrington, died ſeiſed of it in 1724, when it paſſed by his bequeſt to

George Legh Eſq., grandfather of George John Legh Eſq. of High-Legh, the

preſent proprietor. Earl Groſvenor exerciſes a paramount juriſdićtion over this

manor, in right of his manor of Aldford; he appoints a game-keeper, and the

tenants have, from time immemorial, attended the Earl’s courts at Aldford;

Mr. Legh holds a court at Thornton.

In the pariſh church are ſome memorials of the families of Bunbury and Cot.

tingham; Peter Cottingham, who died in 1743, was ſecretary to lord chancellor

Macclesfield. The advowſon of the reëtory belongs to Lord Berwick, whoſe

grandfather purchaſed it of the Earl of Warrington in 17oo for 5ool."

There is a ſchool at Thornton, built by ſubſcription, more than a century ago,

and endowed with about 7 l. los. per ann., ariſing from the intereſt of fundry

benefactions; the ſchool-houſe was re-built about the year 1790. -

The townſhip of Dunham-on-the-Hill, or Stony-Dunham, lies five miles S. W.

from Frodſham, on the road to Cheſter; the manor belonged anciently to the

Fitz-Alans; on the attainder of Edmund Earl of Arundel, in the reign of Edw. II.

it was given to John Hotham, biſhop of Ely, with remainder to his couſin,

Peter de Hotham, but was afterwards reſtored to the Earls of Arundel. In the

reign of Henry VI. it was purchaſed of the co-heirs of Thomas, Earl of Arundel,

by William Troutbeck Eſq.", from whom it has deſcended, with other eſtates, to

the Earl of Shrewſbury. Dunham-Hall is a farm-houſe.

f Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See the account of the eſtates of the Booth family in Bowden and

Wilmſlow. * Record in the Exchequer at Cheſter, 4o Eliz.

Biſhop Gaſtrºll's Notitia on the authority of the purchaſe deed. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

The
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The townſhip of Elton lies about four miles and a half W.S.W. from Frodſham;

the manor was given by Sir John Arderne lord of Aldford, in marriage with

his ſiſter Cecily, to William Waſtneys, to be held of him by the annual render of

a roſe; the manor continued ſome time in the family of Waſtneys, and was after

wards ſucceſſively in thoſe of Holes, Bradbourne, Troutbeck, and Talbot'.

Margaret Talbot, heireſs of the Troutbecks, died ſeiſed of it in 1531 "; in 1597

half the manor was conveyed by the Talbots, to Sir Edward Brabazon: we do not

find what became of it afterwards; probably it was ſold in parcels. The Villare

of 1662 " mentions no lord of the manor, but ſays that the free-holders ap

peared at Aldford. Earl Groſvenor now claims the royalty, and appoints a

game-keeper in right of his manor of Aldford. A large eſtate in this townſhip

came to the Frodſhams of Frodſham, in the reign of Edward III. by marriage

with the co-heireſs of Elton •: this eſtate is now the property of Charles Goodwin

Eſq. of Farndon, who purchaſed it of the co-heireſſes of the late Peter Frodſham

of Elton Eſq., the laſt heir-male of that ancient family, who died inteſtate in

the year 1766. Elton-Hall, the ſeat of the Frodſhams, is a large old manſion, now

occupied as a farm-houſe. -

The townſhip of Hapsford lies nearly five miles S. W. by W. from Frodſham;

the manor was formerly in the Eltons; the Duttons became poſſeſſed of it as

early as the reign of Richard II.". Lord Gerard, the heir of the Duttons, about

the latter end of the ſeventeenth century, enfranchiſed the lands of this townſhip,

but reſerved the manor, which paſſed to the Fleetwoods, and having been after

wards in the poſſeſſion of the Hoares, was ſold by that family before the year

1778, to Charles Goodwin Eſq. of Farndon, the preſent proprietor. Roger

Barnſton Eſq. is the principal land-owner; his grandfather acquired his eſtate

in this townſhip by marriage with the heireſs of Greig, whoſe anceſtors had alſo

a very confiderable eſtate in Elton ".

The townſhip of Wimbolds, or Wimbald-Traffºrd, lies ſix miles N.E. by N. from

Cheſter; the manor was anciently in the Fitz-Alans, afterwards in the Trout

becks; the Earl of Bridgewater is deſcribed as capital lord in 1662. The

Bruen family had an eſtate in this townſhip as early as the reign of Edward III.,

which, in an inquiſition of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is called the manor of

* It was ſettled in the Holes family, 19 Rich. II. William Bradbourne died ſciſed of it, 3 Hen. V.

(Eſch. ;) William Troutbeck died ſeiſed of it, 4 Edw. IV. (Eſch.) : it was ſettled in the Talbot

family who were heirs of the Troutbecks, 4 Hen. VIII. Records, at Cheſter.

* 39 Eliz. Records at Cheſter. " Harl. MSS. N° 2010. : Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Ibid. * See Villare Ceſtrienſe, where the name is ſpelt Gregg,

* Harl. MSS. N° 2010,

5 K 2 Wimbolds
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Wimbolds-Trafford; this eſtate was ſold in 1752 by the repreſentatives of Jonathan

Bruen Eſq. of Stapleford, (under a decree of chancery,) to Randle Wilbraham

Eſq. of Rode, who conveyed it the next year to George Edward Gerard Eſq.

It is now the property of the Rev. Richard Perryn, rector of Standiſh in

Lancaſhire, in right of his wife, who was Mr. Gerard's eldeſt daughter. Mr.

Perryn has an eſtate alſo in this townſhip, which had been much longer in the

Gerard family, having been purchaſed in 1658 of the Williamſons, to whom it

was conveyed by the Bruens in 1621. The hall, which was rebuilt by G. E.

Gerard Eſq., is now in the occupation of William Gates Eſq.

THURSTANToN or THURSTAston, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral,

lies about five miles N. W. by N. from Neſton, and about fifteen from Cheſter:

it contains only one townſhip, beſides part of the townſhips of Irbye and Greaſby.

The manor of Thurſtaſton belonged in the twelfth century to Matthew de Rolent,

who gave the church to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh at Cheſter.

William, ſon of Matthew de Rolent, took the name of Thurſtaſton, and from

him this manor appears to have paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the families of

Heſelwall, Brickhull, and Whitmore'. The Whitmores continued to poſſeſs

it from the reign of Edward III. till the death of John Whitmore Eſq., the

laſt heir male in 1751; it is now the joint property of Mrs. Lucy Browne, widow,

Baptiſt Smart Eſq., Charles Goodwin Eſq., and Willian Dix Eſq., all of whom

are repreſentatives of the Whitmores, except Mr. Goodwin, who acquired a

portion of it" by purchaſe. Thurſtaſton-Hall, formerly the ſeat of the Whit

mores, is now a farm-houſe. In the pariſh church, which has a Saxon door

with zig-zag mouldings and a circular chancel, is a monument of Lucy, daughter

of John Whitmore Eſq., who married Baptiſt Smart, M. D. of Cheltenham in

Glouceſterſhire, and died in 1744. The dean and chapter of Cheſter are patrons

of the reëtory.

The townſhip of Irbye, which lies partly in this pariſh and partly in Wood

church, is fituated rather more than five miles N. N. W. from Great-Neſton; the

manor, which formerly belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh in

Cheſter, was one of thoſe which having been granted to the dean and chapter, were

obtained by Sir Richard Cotton as before ſtated *; this manor paſſed by ſucceſſive

alienations to the Harpurs and Leighs: it is ſuppoſed to have been purchaſed of

the co-heireſſes of the latter by Edward Glegg Eſq., a younger ſon of the family

* See p. 798. 'Villare Celtrienſe, and pedigrees. * Five parts out of twenty-four.

* See p. 573, in the notes.

- of
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of Głegg of Grange, and anceſtor of Birkenhed Glegg Eſq., the preſent pro

prietor. Irbey-Hall, which was for ſeveral deſcents a ſeat of this branch of the

Gleggs, is now occupied as a farm-houſe : it ſtands partly in the pariſh of

Thurſtaſton, and partly in Woodchurch. Greaſby has been deſcribed under Weſt

Kirkby. -

TILstoN, in the hundred of Broxton and deanery of Malpas, lies about three

miles W. from Malpas, and twelve miles S. from Cheſter; it contains five town

ſhips, Tifton, Cawarden, or Carden, Grafton, Horton, and Stretton. A moiety of

the manor of Tilſian, or Tilſion, being parcel of the barony of Malpas, belonged

about the year 16oo to the Breretons, who poſſeſſed it partly by inheritance from

the family of Malpas, and partly by purchaſe from Sir Rowland Hilly: in the

reign of Charles II. it was purchaſed of the Breretons, by Sir William Drake,

anceſtor of T. D. Tyrwhitt Drake Eſq., the preſent proprietor: the other moiety",

which was purchaſed about 1788 of the Earl of Cholmondeley by J. Leche Eſq.,

has paſſed by the ſame title as the Earl's eſtate at Malpas. Tilſton-Heath Hall

belonged to the family of Gardner in 1662”. In the pariſh church is the tomb of

John Leche Eſq. of Stretton, who died in 1785; in the north-tranſept is a chapel;

ſometime belonging to the Wrights of Stretton, built by Edward Wright Eſq.

in 1659. The Earl of Cholmondeley and Mr. Drake are alternate patrons of

the rectory".

The townſhip of Cawarden, Carwarden, or Carden, lies about eleven miles

S. S. E. from Cheſter; the manor was the ancient inheritance of a family which

took its name from the townſhip: one of the co-heireſſes of William de Carwar

thyn, or Carden, brought the manor and Over-Carden Hall, to a younger branch

of the Fittons of Bollin; Owen Fitton Eſq. was of Over-Carden Hall, and lord

of that manor in 1662 *; it was afterwards in the Bradſhaws, who ſold it to Mr.

Joſeph Worrall; the manor now belongs to William Leche Eſq. of Lower

Carden-Hall, deſcended from John Leche, one of King Edward the Third's

chirurgeons. Mr. Leche’s anceſtor, Henry Leche of Chatſworth in Derbyſhire,

acquired Lower-Carden Hall, about the year 1475, by marriage with the other

co-heireſs of William Carden above-mentioned. On the 12th of June 1643, a

* See p. 677. * This moiety was held under the Malpas, family by the Tiklons, who

before the reign of Edw. II, conveyed their lands to the Codingtons and others. Villare Ceſtrienſe.

See farther of the Tilſton family, p. 397. * Harl. MSS. N° 2010. -

* Lord Brereton and the Corbets of Stoke (from whom Lord Cholmondeley claims) were alternate

patrons in 1677, as then ſettled by award. Sir Reginald Corbet was ſeiſed of the alternate patronage,

9 Eliz. (Eſch.) * Harl. MSS. N° 20 Io,

- 5 party



806 C H E S H I R. E.

party of dragoons from the Parliamentary garriſon at Nantwich, attacked and

plundered Carden-Hall, then the ſeat of John Leche Eſq., and took its owner

away with them as a priſoner": the old hall, or Over-Carden Hall, is now a

farm-houſe. -

The townſhip of Grafton, which lies ten miles N. W. by N. from Whitchurch

in Shropſhire, gave name to a family, from which the manor paſſed by ſucceſſive

female heirs to the Milnetons and Maſſeys". Richard Maſſey Eſq. ſold it to Sir

Peter Warburton, one of the juſtices of the King's Bench", whoſe daughter and

co-heir Elizabeth, brought it to the Stanleys of Alderley. It is now the property

of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart. The hall, which was built by Sir Peter Warburton

about the year 1613, was ſometime a ſeat of the Stanleys; it is now occupied as

a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Horton, which lies eight miles N. W. from Whitchurch in

Shropſhire, gave name to a family: the Hortons had a large eſtate here, which

deſcended by co-heireſſes, about the reign of Edward l. to the Alderſeys and Ca

theralls . The Catheralls continued at Horton for many generations; Dutton

Catherall ſold the manor of Horton about the year 1700 to Mr. Dod, a linen

draper in London; it is now the property of Richard Puleſton Eſq. of Emralin

the county of Flint. Webb in his Itinerary ſpeaks of Horton as having been

anciently a ſeat of the Golbornes".

The townſhip of Stretton lies about ten miles and a half S. S. E. from Cheſter;

the manor paſſed with a co-heireſs of the Graftons, to David Crewe of Soonde, in

the reign of Henry V. : it was afterwards in an illegitimate branch of the

Warrens, from whom it paſſed by a co-heireſs, to the Mainwarings of Ightfield

in Shropſhire; the Mainwarings ſold the manor about the beginning of the

ſeventeenth century to John Leche Eſq. of Carden, anceſtor of William Leche

Eſq., the preſent proprietor; and the hall and its demeſne to the Wrights of

Bickley. Stretton-Hall, after being a ſeat of the Wrights for five deſcents,

paſſed on the death of Edward Wright Eſq., the laſt heir-male in 1752, to his

brother-in-law, the Rev. Thomas Leche: it is now the property and ſeat of Major

John Leche: the preſent hall was built about the year 1778. Edward Wright

of Stretton-Hall, who died in 1750, (father of the above-mentioned Edward,)

publiſhed “Obſervations made in his Travels through France, Italy, &c. in

the years 1720, 1721, and 1722, in 2 vols, 4to.”

* Burghall's Diary, printed in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo. Vol. ii. p. 915.

• Villare Ceſtrienſe. : Ibid. * Ibid. * Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 54.

4. WALLEZEY,
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WALLEzEY, or WALLAzey, anciently called KIRKBY-IN-WALLEY, lies in

the hundred and deanery of Wirral, at the extremity of the peninſula oppoſite

Liverpool, about twenty miles N. E. from Cheſter: it contains three townſhips,

Wallazey, Liſard, and Poolton-cum-Seacome. A manor in Wallazey belonged to

the Stanleys, as early as the reign of Edward III.'. William Earl of Derby, in

or about the year 1597, conveyed it to Thomas Fox", as truſtee, probably for

Sir John Egerton, who died ſeiſed of it in 1615; it is now the property of John

Egerton Eſq. of Oulton. A large manſion, ſome time a ſeat of the Egertons,

called the New-Hall, (but of late years, from the circumſtance of its having

been long uninhabited,) uſually Mock-Beggar Hall, has been lately ſold to

Mr. Robert Harriſon, and is now in the occupation of Mrs. Boodée. Francis

Henry Price Eſq., who poſſeſſes Wallazey-Hall and demeſne under the ſame

title as Birkenhead, and Robert Vyner Eſq., ſeverally claim manerial rights in this

townſhip. Wallazey-Hall, an ancient ſtone manſion, is now occupied as a farm

houſe.

In the year 1718 the rećtor of Wallazey reported to biſhop Gaſtrell, that there

were formerly, as appeared by writings in their pariſh-cheſt, two churches in

this pariſh; one of which called Walley’s-Kirk, was ſituated where the preſent

church ſtands; the other, called Lee's-Kirk, near a narrow ſtrip of land, ſtill called

Kirkway. William de Walley gave to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh

a mediety of the rectory of Wallazey, which after the diſſolution was annexed to

the ſee of Cheſter; the biſhop has this mediety, which is held on leaſe by the heirs

of Hugh Speed Eſq.; the dean and chapter are patrons of the other. Major Henry

Meoles, in the year 1659, gave lool, towards the building and founding of a

grammar-ſchool at Wallazey, and Captain William Meoles his elder brother,

gave 125l., ſince laid out in land, towards its endowment; Henry Young of

Poolton-cum-Seacome gave a field to this ſchool, called the Winter-hey : the

preſent value of the lands belonging to this ſchool, being about ten Cheſhire

acres, is about 35l. per ann.; the fite of the ſchool was removed in 1799.

There were for many years horſe-races on Wallazey Sands, or as it is ſome

times called, Wallazey-Lezer. Webb in his Itinerary, written in 1622, ſpeaks of

“ theſe fair ſands, or plains upon the ſhore of the ſea at Walſey, which for the

fitneſſe of ſuch a purpoſe allure the gentlemen and others oft to appoint great

matches, and venture no ſmall ſums in trying the ſwiftneſs of their horſes':”

the races on the Lezer were diſcontinued about the year 1750.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Record in the Exchequer at Cheſter, 4e Eliz.

* Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 124.

The
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The townſhip of Liſtard or Liſłard lies nearly eleven miles N. by E. from

Great-Neſton; the manor belonged to the ancient family of Meoles.: Mrs. Anne

Meoles who poſſeſſed this manor, after the extinčtion of the male line, bequeathed

it in 1739 to her couſin, Charles Hough, whoſe repreſentatives ſold it in 1804 to

John Penketh Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Poolton or Poulton lies ten miles N. by E. from Great-Neſton;

in the reign of Henry VI. a moiety of the manor belonged to the family of Bold":

in the ſeventeenth century the whole appears to have been veſted in the Talbots,

one of whom left fix daughters, co-heireſſes: five-ſixths of the manor were pur.

chaſed about the year 17oo by Captain James Gordon, whoſe ſon deviſed this

‘eſtate to Richard Smith Eſq. the preſent proprietor, now admiral Richard Smith:

the other fixth-part belongs to James Mainwaring Eſq. of Bromborough. Seaconie

or Seacomb, is a hamlet of Poolton.

WARMINGHAM, or WARMICHAM, in the hundred of Nantwich and deanery of

Middlewich, lies about three miles S. from Middlewich, and the ſame diſtance W.

from Sandbach; it contains the townſhips of Warmicham, Elton, Mø/?on and Tetton.

The manors of Warmingham, or Warmicham, Elton", and Tetton *, belonged

to the elder branch of the Mainwarings, which became extinét in the fourteenth

century; after which, theſe manors paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Truſſells

and Veres: they were ſold by Edward Vere Earl of Oxford, to Sir Chriſtopher

Hatton, and have ſince paſſed with Barthomley and other eſtates, to the Right

Hon. Lord Crewe”, who is now lord of theſe manors, and patron of the reëtory.

A moated ſite near the church is ſuppoſed to have been the ſucceſſive reſidence

of the Mainwarings and Truſſells. Old-Haugh in Warmicham was for many

generations the refidence of the Smiths, who poſſeſſed it by marriage with the

heireſs of Old-Haugh, in the fifteenth century; of this family was William Smith,

rouge-dragon purſuivant, who made collections, principally heraldic, relating to

this county, ſome of which are publiſhed in King's Vale-Royal".

In Warmicham-church is the tomb of Maud, heireſs of the Mainwarings,

who married Sir William Truſſell, and afterwards Sir Oliver Bourdeaux, ſervant

* Eſch. 38 Hen. VI. * The townſhip of Ekon lies three miles W. by S. from Sandbach.

• The townſhip of 7etton, anciently written Tadtune, or Tedtune, lies three miles W. N. W.

from Sandbach. -

• They were purchaſed by Sir Randal Crewe about the year 1610.

• For an account of a volume of theſe collections from which the account of Old-Haugh was taken,

ſee p. 355. & p. 468.

of
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of King Edward II. Sir William Dugdale has copied the following imperfect

inſcription, now wholly deſtroyed, into the MS. volume of Colle&ions relating

to the Mainwaring family'. “Tºy git Damie Maud Manwaryn, jadis compagne

Oliver de Burdax, de qui Dieu . . . . ſa alºne . . . . uraye marci, et qui pour

l'alme de elſe pricra, trois cents fours depardon avera :” ſlie died about the year

1336, Sir William Dugdale mentions alſo ſeveral portraits of the Mainwaring

family, as being in the windows of this church. A free-ſchool was founded at

Warmicham by Mr. Thomas Minſhull, and endowed by him with the rent of two

cloſes, now let at about 15 1. per ann. : it had ſome further endowment in money

from the donations of fundry benefactors, but this has been loſt, except the

intereſt of 2C 1.

The townſhip of Mø/?on lies about two miles and a half W. by N. from Sand

bach ; the manor was parcel of the barony of Kinderton, and deſcended with

that eſtate till the year 1801, when it was ſold by Lord Vernon, to the Rev. John

Armitſtead of Middlewich, the preſent proprietor. A ſubordinate manor in this

townſhip was in the family of Moſton in the reign of Edward II. '.

WAveRTON, commonly called WART6N, in the hundred of Broxton and

deanery of Cheſter, lies about four miles and a half S. E. by E. from Cheſter:

it contains three townſhips, Waverton, Hatton, and Huxley.

The manor of Waverton belonged anciently to the family of de Rullos';

Gilbert Pigot and Margaret his wife, the heireſs of Rullos, conveyed it to Hugh

de Hatton; from the Hattons it paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs, to the Vernons

and Duttons; Dorothy, fiſter and eventually ſole heir of Peter Dutton Eſq.,

who died in 1686, brought it in marriage to the anceſtor of the Rev. Richard

Maſfie of Coddington, who is the preſent proprietor. A confiderable eſtate in

this townſhip was held under the family of Rullos by the Wavertons, and after

wards by the Pulfords; this eſtate has long been in the Groſvenor family.

In the pariſh church are ſome memorials of the Duttons of Hatton and

Waverton. The rectory of Waverton, which was given by Richard de Rullos,

to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, now belongs to the ſee of Cheſter,

having been annexed to it by act of Parliament in 1755, in lieu of mortuaries

payable to the biſhop as archdeacon of Cheſter".

* In the poſſeſſion of Sir H. M. Mainwaring Bart. * Records at Cheſter, 12 Edw. II.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * See p. 323, 324.
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The townſhip of Hatton lies fix miles S. E. from Cheſter; the manor paſſed with

Waverton, till the year 1699, when it was ſold by John Maſſie Eſq., to Brigadier

General Cholmondeley, anceſtor of George James Earl of Cholmondeley, who is

the preſent proprietor. Hatton-Hall, formerly the ſeat of the Duttons, is now a

farm-houſe,

The townſhip of Huxley lies about ſeven miles and a half S. E. by E. from

Cheſter; the manor which had been given to the abbot and convent of

St. Werburgh in Cheſter by Hugh Lupus, was alienated by that body to the

family of Hockenhull, and it became divided at an early period between two

brothers. Simon de Hockenhull ſettling at Huxley, aſſumed the name of that

townſhip, and by certain family conveyances this manor became veſted, in

moieties, in two branches of the Huxleys *: a co-heireſs of one branch brought

a moiety of this manor in the reign of Edward III. to the family of Clive,

and the heireſs of Clive, to an anceſtor of Randle Wilbraham Eſq., of Rode,

the preſent proprietor. The other moiety continued for ſeveral generations in the

Huxleys; it afterwards paſſed by ſale to the Tilſtons, and the whole, or a part of

it, in marriage with a co-heireſs of Tilſton, to the Bruens of Stapleford'; this

eſtate was purchaſed in 1752, of the repreſentatives of Bruen, by the grandfather

of Randle Wilbraham Eſq. Lord Crewe had an eſtate in this townſhip,

(probably the ſame which had been inherited by the other co-heireſs of Tilſton;)

the principal part of this was purchaſed by Daniel Alderſey of Cheſter Gent, the

remainder by Mr. Wilbraham. Lower-Huxley-Hall, (an ancient manſion, within

a moated ſite,) which Webb ſpeaks of as a ſeat of the Clives in 1622 *, was

garriſoned by the Parliament in September, 1644°: it is now a farm-houſe: the

Tiſſions alſo had a ſeat at Huxley". A branch of the Hockenhulls which re

tained that name, continued to poſſeſs a hall, called Upper-Huxley Hall, with its

demeſne in this townſhip, till the reign of Queen Elizabeth: in or about the

year 1593 they ſold it to the Savages": this hall in 1622 was tenanted by the

Birkenheads, it has paſſed with Frodſham and other eſtates, to the Earl of

Cholmondeley; the hall is occupied as a farm-houſe.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. y Ibid. * King's Vale. Royal.

• Burghall's Diary in the Hiſtory of Cheſhire, 8vo, Vol. ii. p. 937.

* A chapel in Waverton church was built and appropriated to the Tilſtons of Huxley in 1640.

Harl. MSS. N° 2103. f. 58.

• Or perhaps it might have been brought again to the Hockenhulls by marriage, for a co-heirek

ef Huxley married Hockenhull. * Cheſter Records, 36 Eliz.

WEVERHAM,
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WEveRHAM, or WEEveRHAM “, in the hundred of Ediſbury and deanery of

Frodſham, lies about four miles N. W. from Northwich : it contains the townſhips

of Pſeverham, (with its hamlets of Milton, Gorſtage, and Sandyway,) Aëton,

Crowton, Cuddington-cum-Bryn, Onſton, and Wallerſcote.

The manor of Weverham belonged, in the thirteenth century, to the baronial

family of Clifford, and was ſettled by Roger Lord Clifford in 1272, on his

wife Lauretania'; ſoon after this it came to the crown, and was given by King

Edward I., to the abbot and convent of Vale-Royal : King Henry VIII. granted

this manor to Sir Thomas Holcroft; from the Holcrofts it paſſed to the Marburys:

in the year 1708 it was ſold, purſuant to a decree in Chancery, by the heirs of

the Marbury family, to Richard Earl Rivers, and having paſſed in the ſame

manner as others of the Marbury eſtates, is now under the will of James Hugh

Smith Barry Eſq., (ſon of the Hon. Richard Barry,) the property of his natural

ſon, James Barry, a minor. Earnſlow-Grange, the property of Thomas Chol

mondeley Eſq., is in this townſhip. -

In the pariſh church of Weverham is the monument of Colonel Mompeſſon,

governor of the Iſle of Wight, who died in 1768. The rectory having been

formerly appropriated to the abbot and convent of Vale Royal, is now annexed

to the ſee of Cheſter, under which it is held on leaſe, by Thomas Starkie Eſq.

of Frenwood in Lancaſhire, and the Rev. Thomas Foxley, rector of Radcliff

in the ſame county : the biſhop is patron of the vicarage.

There has been a free-ſchool at Weverham for nearly two centuries, ſaid to

have been founded at the expence of the pariſh : the principal benefactor towards

its endowment was Mr. William Barker, who, in 1678, gave Iool. in money

and lands, in Great-Budworth and Weverham, now producing a rent of 40l.

7s. 6d. per ann.

The townſhip of Aëton, called Aclan in Delamere, lies about four miles

W. N. W. from Northwich: the manor was part of the ancient inheritance of

the Duttons, from whom it paſſed by marriage to the Gerards and Fleetwoods;

it was ſold by the latter to Mr. Scraſe of Brighthelmſtone, of whom it was

purchaſed by Nicholas Aſhton Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Crowton lies about five miles W. by N. from Northwich; the

manor, as part of the fee of Kingſley, was divided among the co-heirs of that

ancient family. Lord Brereton, in the reign of King Charles II., claimed a

º

* Spelt alſo Waverham, and Weaverham. * Dugdale's Baronage, Vol. i. p. 338.

5 I. 2 moiety
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moiety of this manor; one-fourth by deſcent from the Egertons, Thorntons,

and Kingſleys; and another fourth as having been purchaſed by his anceſtors

in 1302, of the grandſon of William Launcelyn, who married another of the

co-heireſſes of Kingſley 4: this eſtate paſſed afterwards from the Breretons to the

Crewes. Another fourth-part of the manor paſſed with a third co-heireſs to the

Dones, and by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Birkenheads and Irelands; Sir Gilbert

Ireland ſold it to Thomas Hatton Eſq., from whom it paſſed by ſale to the Crewes”:

in 1802 the eſtates of John Crewe Eſq. now Lord Crewe, in this townſhip, were pur

chaſed by the preſent proprietor, George Wilbraham Eſq. The remaining fourth

part paſſed with Emma, another co-heireſs of Richard de Kingſley, in the reign of

Henry III. to William Gerard Eſq.", whoſe family feated themſelves at Crewood.

Hall, where they continued for many generations. It is now the property of

Ralph Leyceſter Eſq. of Toft, whoſe grandmother, one of the two daughters and

co-heireſſes" of Norris of Speke, was heireſs of the Gerards. Crewood

Hall, the ſeat of the Gerards, and now the property of Mr. Leyceſter, and

Crowton-Hall, formerly a ſeat of the Dones, now belonging to Mr. Wilbraham,

are two ancient manſions, occupied as farm-houſes ; the former ſtands partly in

the townſhip of Kingſley, and in the pariſh of Frodſham. Ruloe-Houſe in this

townſhip is now the property of Mr. Barry, and in the occupation of Mr.

Clare.

The manors of Cuddington-cum-Bryn', and Onſion, were part of the fee of

Kingſley, and are divided between John Arden Eſq., as heir of the Dones;

Mr. James Barry a minor, deviſee of Mr. Smith Barry, whoſe grandfather, the

Earl of Barrymore, purchaſed of the heirs of Marbury; and Mr. Thomas Edwards

of Sandy-way-head, whoſe ſhare belonged in 1766, (when Cuddington common,

containing four hundred and fixty acres, was incloſed by ačt of Parliament,) to

Mr. Francis Wells of Sandbach. The greater part of the landed property in

Cuddington belongs to George Wilbraham Eſq., repreſentative of that branch of

the family which was ſettled at Nantwich. Mr. Wilbraham reſides at a handſome

modern houſe in that townſhip, called Delamere-Lodge, ſurrounded with extenſive

plantations.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid. * Ibid.

* Mr. Leyceſter purchaſed a moiety of the Crewood eſtate of General Warburton, who married

the other co-heireſs.

A The townſhip of Cuddington lies nearly five miles W. by S. from Northwich.

The
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The townſhip of Wallerſtote contains only one houſe: the manor was given by

Sir Adam de Wringle, to the nuns of Cheſter; it was held under them for

many generations by the family of the Littleovers, or Litlers, who continued to

have a ſeat there in 1622 " : Hugh Cholmondeley Eſq. purchaſed it of this family

in the year 1636 "; it was ſoon afterwards in the family of Wade, the heireſs

of which married Peter Legh Eſq. of Booths, father of Willoughby Legh Eſq.,

the preſent proprietor. The ancient hall is occupied as a farm-houſe.

Part of the townſhip of Norley extends into this pariſh.

WHITEGATE, in the hundred of Northwich and deanery of Middlewich, lies

about four miles S. W. from Northwich : this pariſh which was taken out of

Over in the reign of Henry VIII., contains the townſhips of Dernhall, or

Darnhall, Marton, or Merton, and part of Over.

King Edward I., when Prince of Wales and Earl of Cheſter, having been in

danger of ſhipwreck on his return from the Holy Land, made a vow to found a

convent of Ciſtercian monks : ſome time afterwards having been taken priſoner

during the barons’ wars, and confined at Hereford, the monks of the neighbouring

monaſtery of Dore viſited and conſoled him in his captivity; out of gratitude for

which he determined to fulfil his vow, by taking them under his protećtion. In

the year 1273, or 1274, he removed them from Dore to 1)ernhall in Cheſhire,

where they ſtaid only a few years; their patron having determined, after he became

King, to build a new abbey for them on a neighbouring ſpot, then called

..Quetenne-Hall, of Wetene-Hall-weze, and Munchene-wro", to which their founder

gave the name of Vale-Royal. The firſt ſtone of the new monaſtery was laid on

the 6th of the ides of Auguſt 1277 by King Fdward I, in the preſence of Queen

Eleanor and ſeveral of the nobles; the Queen laid the firſt ſtone in her own

name, and another for her ſon Alphonſo. In the mean time a ſmall temporary

building was prepared near Vale-Royal, into which the monks removed from

Dernhall in 1281, and continued in it during the time of the four firſt abbots.

King Henry III. in the fifty-fifth year of his reign addreſſed a letter to all abbots

and priors throughout the kingdom, recommending them to furniſh the monks of

the Ciſtercian abbey (newly founded by his ſon Edward) with books of divinity ".

* Webb's Itinerary in King’s Vale. Royal, part ii. p. 116. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

° In the regiſter of the abbey tranſlated Frumentum S inăum, or Sanāorum.

* Tranſlated Monachorum ſilva. * Pat. 55 Henry III, m, 24. There is a tranſlation of

it in King's Vale-Royal, Vol. ii. p. 109.

It
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It was in 1330 that the monks of Vale-Royal removed to their new and

ſplendid manſion, for the building of which there had been iſſued from the royal

treaſury the ſum of 32,000l. —The ſolemnity of the removal was kept with

much magnificence, and attended by a great concourſe of prelates, nobility and

gentry. The royal founder endowed the monaſtery with the manor of Dernhall,

and ſeveral other ſurrounding manors and lands. The abbots enjoyed under

their founder’s grant many great privileges; among which was an extenſive right

of the advowry, or protećtion of criminals ‘: and the power of life and death,

within their manors of Dernhall, Over, and Weverham'. In the reign of

Henry VIII, the eſtates of this monaſtery were valued at 5181. 195. 8d. clear

yearly income. Upon the diſſolution, the abbey of Vale-Royal was granted to

Thomas Holcroft Eſq., of whoſe family it was purchaſed in or about the year

1615", by Dame Mary Cholmondeley, relict of Sir Hugh Cholmondeley, the

younger, who died in 1610, and her ſon Thomas the immediate anceſtor of

the preſent proprietor. -

Vale-Royal, now the ſeat of Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq., one of the knights

of the ſhire, is ſaid to have been plundered, and partly deſtroyed during the civil

war; the ſouth wing, which, from the appearance of the building, is ſuppoſed to

have been the refectory of the convent, remained in ruins till the preſent wings

were built in the year 1796 by the preſent Mr. Cholmondeley: a conſiderable part

of the manſion, which was built by the Holcrofts on the ſite of the abbey, ſtill

remains, but has been newly fronted; the great hall, which is hung round with

various ſorts of antique muſkets and other armour, is ſeventy-three feet in length.

Among the portraits at Vale-Royal are a half-length of Queen Elizabeth on

board; a half-length of King Charles I. on board, repreſented as putting on his

cap before his execution, by Deniers; King Charles II., and King James II,

by Sir Peter Lely; Charles Duke of Somerſet; John Thomaſen, the celebrated

writing-maſter; Sir Hugh Cholmondeley the younger, who died in 1601 (a

whole length on board, in a ſuit of green ſilk); Dame Mary his wife, who pur

chaſed Vale-Royal, (called by King James I. “ the bold Ladie of Cheſhire,”)

and others of the Cholmondeley family.

Here are depoſited certain MSS., which are ſaid to be the original prophecies

of the celebrated Nixon. The popular ſtory of this ſuppoſed prophet, which has

been printed in various forms, and is current in every part of the kingdom, was

* See Dugdale's Monaſt. Vol. ii. p. 929, and for the Hiſtory of the Foundation, p. 923, 924.

* See p. 299, 3oo. | Harl. MSS. Nº 21 15, p. 160. * 13 Jac. I.

firſt
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firſt publiſhed in the early part of the laſt century “. The account given of him

is, that he was an illiterate plough-boy, his capacity ſcarcely exceeding that of

an ideot; and that he ſeldom ſpoke unleſs when he uttered his prophecies, which

were taken down from his mouth, by ſome of the bye-ſtanders: many traditions

relating to him are ſtill current in the neighbourhood of Vale-Royal, where

his ſtory is implicitly believed ; but there are many circumſtances which combine

to render it ſuſpicious. An anonymous author of “the Life of Robert Nixon,

the Cheſhire Prophet,” places his birth in the reign of Edward IV., but Oldmixon,

in his life of him, ſays that he lived in the reign of James I., and it is aſſerted in

a letter annexed to the laſt-mentioned pamphlet, which has the ſignature of

William Ewers, and the date of 1714, that there was an old man’, one Wood

man, then living at Coppenhall, who remembered Nixon, could deſcribe his

perſon, and had communicated many particulars of his life. The tradition at Vale

Royal-houſe, where the above-mentioned MSS. have been long preſerved, with

great care and ſecrecy”, favours the former account; and were it not ſo much

connected with Vale-Royal and the Cholmondeley family, who are known not

to have ſettled at that place before the year 1615, the ſtory would have more

the air of probability, if placed at a period ſo remote. If, according to Oldmixon's

account, ſo extraordinary a perſon had lived at Vale-Royal in the reign of James I.,

we, might expect to find ſome mention of him in the pariſh regiſter, either at

Over", or Whitegate, both of which have been ſearched in vain; and it is

almoſt incredible that he ſhould not have been noticed by his contemporaries; yet

no mention is made of him, either by Webb, who in his Itinerary of 1622 ,

ſpeaks much of the Cholmondeley family, and relates a viſit of King James I.

to Vale-Royal for four days *, or by the induſtrious Randal Holme, who has

recorded all the remarkable events and circumſtances of his time. Indeed,

whatever be the age aſſigned to Nixon, if his ſtory and his prophecies had

* We cannot find that there is any earlier printed account of Nixon or his prophecies than the

firſt edition of Oldmixon's pamphlet, printed by Curll in 1714.

* Moſt of the printed accounts call him Robert, but in a periodical paper, entitled “the Induſtrious

Bee,” printed in 1731, he is called IWilliam, which we underſtand is the name by which he is ſpoken

of in the MS. at Vale-Royal.

* This man muſt have been conſiderably more than a hundred years of age, to give confiſtency to

the ſtory, and his memory uncommonly tenacious.

* We underſtand that they have been in the excluſive cuſtody of the poſſeſſor of Vale-Royal

for the time being, who on account of the prophecies which they contain relating to the Cholmon. ,

deleys, and other Cheſhire families, does not ſhew them to any one.

* He is ſaid to have been born at Bridge-end-houſe, in the pariſh of Over.

* See p. 563, note (z). b

€CIl
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been known in the ſeventeenth century, it ſeems very extraordinary, that neither

of the Holmes ſhould have inſerted a fingle note concerning him, in their

voluminous and multifarious colle&tions relating to this county', and that

Fuller, who publiſhed his “Worthies” immediately after the reſtoration, when

many of Nixon's prophecies are ſaid to have been fulfilled, ſhould alſo have

omitted to notice him. The ſtory of Nixon's death is, that having been ſent for

by the King, he was accidentally ſtarved, as he himſelf had foretold ; this is ſaid

to have happened at Hampton-court, where two places are pointed out by the

perſon who ſhews the palace, each of which has been ſaid to have been the ſcene

of his famiſhment. This part of the ſtory will not bear the teſt of inquiry better

than the others; there is no entry in the pariſh-regiſter of the burial of ſuch a

perſon, in the reign of James I. : one of the cloſets pointed out as that in which

Nixon was by accident locked up, was evidently built in the reign of William III.,

and it is needleſs to obſerve, that the whole palace was built ſubſequently to the

reign of Henry VII., which is by ſome ſaid to have been the time of Nixon's

death. When in addition to theſe circumſtances, we obſerve that the particulars

relating to the Cholmondeleys in the printed accounts of Nixon, are at variance

with the real and known hiſtory of that family , we cannot help regarding his

ſtory as very ſuſpicious, if not wholly legendary.

The ancient pariſh church of Whitegate ſtood at the abbey-gate of the monaſtery,

having been built and made parochial at an early period, for the convenience of

the tenants and inhabitants of the demeſne of the abbey, but as this had been

done by the authority of the pope's bull, the vicar of Over, after the reformation,

* There is a very minute detail of every particular in theſe colleåions, in the printed catalogue

of the Harleian MSS.

* Mr. Oldmixon ſays, that when Nixon propheſied, the Cholmondeley family was near being

extinct, the heir, Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq., having married Sir Walter St. John's daughter, a

lady not eſteemed very young ; that Nixon propheſied, that “When an eagle ſhould fit on the

top of the houſe, then an heir ſhould be born to the Cholmondeley family;” and that the prophecy

was fulfilled, by the hirth of a ſon and heir by this lady. In a letter addreſſed to Mr. Oldmixon,

by William Ewers of Nantwich, we are told that this birth of a ſon and heir to the Cholmondeley

family, by the daughter of Sir Walter St. John, happened about the year 1689, more than three

ſcore years after Nixon is ſuppoſed (even by thoſe who place him in the ſeventeenth century) to

have lived; and Oldmixon ſays, on the authority of a filter of Mrs. Cholmondeley, that the ſon

then born, was the heir, who in his time poſſeſſed the Vale-Royal eſtates. It may be obſerved,

that the above-mentioned Thomas Cholmondeley had a ſon by his firſt wife, who married and had

iſſue, and it was not till after the death of this ſon without male iſſue, that the eſtate devolved to his

ſon by Sir Walter St. John's daughter. -

3 - - diſputed
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diſputed its claim to parochial rights, upon which the ſaid tenants and inhabitants

having petitioned parliament, and ſtated the grievances and inconveniences to

which they ſhould be ſubjećt, if it ſhould then be deemed part of the pariſh of

Over, an ačt paſſed in the year 1541, by which Whitegate was made a pariſh church

for the tenants and inhabitants of the demeſne of the late monaſtery of Vale-Royal,

and it was enacted that they ſhould be diſcharged of further reſort or repair to the

church of Over, and that the vicar of Over ſhould be diſcharged of the cure of the

ſaid tenants and inhabitants. Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Vale-Royal is im

propriator of the great tithes and patron of the vicarage. The ſchool, founded by

Mrs. Elizabeth Venables, and her ſon Thomas Lee Eſq. at Dernhall, and fince

removed to Over, has been already ſpoken of ".

The townſhip of Dernhall, or Darnhall, lies nearly fix miles W. S. W. from

Middlewich ; the manor in ancient times belonged to the Earls of Cheſter, who

had a ſeat here. John Scot Earl of Cheſter, who was poiſoned by his wife, died at

Dernhall in 1244; King Edw. I. being poſſeſſed of the eſtates belonging to the earl

dom of Cheſter, removed the monks of Dore to Dernhall, as above-mentioned, and

gave them the manor : theſe monks, who afterwards removed to Vale-Royal, con

tinued to poſſeſs Dernhall till the diſſolution, ſoon after which, it became the pro

perty of Sir Reginald Corbet, one of the juſtices of the Common-pleas, who died

ſeiſed of it in 1568: it was ſold by the Corbets in the reign of James I., to Richard

Lee Eſq., of whoſe deſcendant, Thomas Lee Eſq., father of the American

general of that name, it was purchaſed by the father of the late Thomas Corbet

Eſq., who died in 1808. Dernhall is now the property of his ſon, William

Corbet Eſq. -

The townſhip of Marton, or Merton, lies about four miles and a half S.W. by

S. from Nantwich: the manor was given by Randal Blundeville Earl of Cheſter,

to Randal de Merton, ſon of Randal his faithful foreſter, and either he, or his

ſon of the ſame name, gave it in the year 1305, to the abbot and convent of

Vale-Royal, in exchange for Gayton in Wirral, and Lach on Rud-heath".

After the reformation, it was granted to Sir Thomas Holcroft, who ſold it to .

Edmunds of Lincoln’s-Inn, and—Peſhall “; it was afterwards

purchaſed by the Cholmondeley family, and has deſcended with the Vale-Royal

eſtate. Merton-Grange, or Merton-Sands in this townſhip, which was granted

alſo to Sir Thomas Holcroft, was ſold by him to the Mainwarings; Robert

* See p. 719. * Hari. MSS. N° 2060. f. 173. * Ibid.

Wol. Il. 5 M Mainwaring
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Mainwaring of Merton, who was penſioner to King Henry VIII., King Edw. VI.,

and Queen Mary, had been leſſee under the convent": this eſtate was purchaſed

of the Mainwarings, about the year 1690, by the Fleetwoods of Calwiche in

Staffordſhire : under the will of Sir Thomas Fleetwood, the laſt baronet of that

family, who died in 1802, this eſtate is the property of his widow, now the

Counteſs Front. The ancient manſion at Merton-Sands, which ſtands within a

moated ſite, is now occupied by the tenant, who farms the eſtate.

Foxwiſt, and Bellaview, or Villaview, are hamlets in this townſhip, belonging

to Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq. of Vale-Royal.

Hefferton, or Hefferſon-Grange, in a detached part of the pariſh of Whitegate,

encompaſſed by the townſhip of Weverham, belonged to the abbot and con

vent of Vale-Royal; it was granted after the diſſolution to the Holcrofts, from

whom it ſeems to have paſſed to the Warburtons. It was the property and ſeat

of Mr. Peter Warburton, who was appointed juſtice of Cheſter by the Parliament

in 1647; from him it deſcended to Peter Warburton Eſq., who dying without

iſſue about the year 1734, deviſed it to his ſiſter, the wife of Dr. Matthew

Henry, a celebrated Preſbyterian divine. Dr. Henry’s ſon, who took the name

of Warburton, died alſo without iſſue ; his niece and deviſee, Mary Philpot,

brought this eſtate in marriage to the preſent proprietor, Nicholas Aſhton Eſq.

The manſion on this eſtate, called “the Grange,” is now in the occupation of

Dr. Henry Majendie, lately tranſlated from the ſee of Cheſter, to that of

Bangor.

The ſite of the manor of Bradford, which had belonged to an ancient family

of that name; the fite of the ancient manor of Conewardeſley, now called

Connerſley-meadow, Knights-grange, and Gale-green, which all belonged to the

abbey of Vale-Royal, are in that part of the townſhip of Over, which is in

the pariſh of Whitegate. Bradford and Conewardeſley were both given to the

abbot and convent by their founder, King Edward I. ‘; the King had previouſly

given lands near Cheſter, and the cuſtody of the Eaſt-gate of that city, to Henry

Bradford, for the former'; Conewardeſley paſſed with the demeſne of the

abbey, from the Holcrofts to the Cholmondeleys; Bradford was purchaſed with

the manor of Over and other eſtates, of Edward Randolph and Edward Peſhall,

about the middle of the ſeventeenth century. Salterſwall, compriſed in this pur

chaſe, is partly in the townſhip of Over, and partly in Marton.

• Harl. MSS. N° 2060. f. 173. “Ibid. Nº 21 13. f. 160. "Ibid. Nº 2057, f. 147.

3 WILMSLOW,
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WILMsLow, in the hundred and deanery of Macclesfield, lies on the road

from Macclesfield to Mancheſter, ſeven miles from the former 4, and twelve from

the latter. The pariſh contains ſix townſhips, Chorley, Dean-Row, Fulſhaw",

Hough, Morley, and Styall : the village of Wilmſlow is principally in the townſhip

of Hough ; ſome part in Dean-Row, and ſome in Morley. An extenſive trade

in the manufacture of cotton is carried on at Wilmſlow, where there are no leſs

than eight large factories, the principal one is that of Mr. Gregg at Styall.

The greater part of the pariſh is divided into two diſtrićts, called Bollin-ſee,

and Pownallyee ; the former contains Dean-Row, Fulſhaw, and Hough, the latter,

Morley, and Styall ; Chorley is a ſeparate diſtrict. The Fittons of Bollin were

poſſeſſed nearly of the whole of this pariſh ; Richard de Fitton gave Fulſhaw to

the knights-hoſpitallers': the other townſhips paſſed by a ſole heireſs to the

Venables family, and by the co-heireſſes of William Venables of Bollin in the

reign of Henry V., to the Booths and Traffords"; in conſequence of a diviſion

of the property, Dean-Row and Styall have deſcended to the Earl of Stamford,

as heir of the Booths; and Chorley, Hough, and Morley, to John Trafford Eſq.,

who is alſo patron of the reëtory.

Bollin-Hall, an ancient manſion belonging to the Earl of Stamford, ſome time

a ſeat of the Booths, is now a farm-houſe. Pownall-Hall and demeſne belonged

to a younger branch of the Fittons, the co-heireſſes of which married into the

families of Newton and Minſhull; the Pownall-Hall eſtate paſſed to the former :

the Newtons of Pownall-Hall became extinët in the male line in the early part of

the ſeventeenth century, when the co-heireſſes married into the families of Beniſon,

Ward, and Mainwaring; the former became poſſeſſed of two-thirds of this eſtate,

which were purchaſed by Sir George Booth in 1652; the Mainwarings had the

other third with the hall, now by purchaſe, the property of John Worrall Eſq.,

and occupied as a ladies’ ſchool.

Chorley-Hall was a ſeat of the Davenports from about the year 14oo, (when

Thomas, a younger ſon of Sir Ralph Davenport of Davenport, married the

heireſs of Hanford of Chorley',) till the year 1612, when this eſtate was ſold by

* It is ſeven miles alſo from each of the market towns of Altrincham, Knutsford and Stockport.

* Chorley is about fix miles N. W. by W. from Macclesfield; Dean-Row, about the ſame diſtance

N. N. W.; Fujhaw, about fix miles and a half N.W.

* Vllare Ceſtrienſe. * Ibid.

* Another branch of the Davenport family had lands in Chorley at an earlier period by a grant

from Edmund Fitton to Richard Davenport, ſon of John, a younger ſon of Sir Roger Davenport of

Davenport, who was living in 1291 ; theſe lands were held by the payment of two ſhillings yearly,

and a flitch of bacon during the pannage in Fulſhaw-wood. (From the information of Sir

J. T. Stanley Bart.)

5 M2 William
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William Davenport to Francis Downes Eſq., after an intermediate alienation to

John Hobſon, it was purchaſed in 1640, by Sir Thomas Stanley of Alderley,

anceſtor of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart., the preſent proprietor: the hall, an ancient timber

manſion within a moated ſite, is now octupied as a farm houſe. The Davenports,

after the ſale of Chorley, reſided for ſome generations at Parſonage-green in this

pariſh, where Thomas Davenport, the laſt heir-male, died in 1757 : his ſiſter,

the widow of William Stonehewer Hall Eſq., is ſtill living at Parſonage-green,

and is the repreſentative of the Davenports of Chorley. Hawthorne-Hall with its

demeſne, in the townſhip of Morley, was the property and ſeat of a younger

branch of the Booths, from whom it paſſed ſucceſſively to the Lathoms", Leighs,

and Pages: it was lately purchaſed of the latter", by Ralph Bower Eſq. of

Wilmſlow, and is now occupied as a ſchool.

Norcliffe, a hamlet of Styall, is an appendage of the manor of Bollin.

The manor of Fulſhaw, which had paſſed from the family of Fulſhaw, to that

of Fitton, was given, as before-mentioned, to the prior and convent of St. John

of Jeruſalem; early in Queen Elizabeth's reign it belonged to Edmund Verdon

Eſq., whoſe ſon conveyed it to William Newton": this manor is claimed, by

inheritance probably from the Newtons P, by the truſtees for the infant ſon of

Peter Davenport Finney, who died in 1800: the Duke of Leeds holds courts

here for Fulſhaw, as appendant to the preceptory of Iveley in Derbyſhire, for

merly belonging to the knights-hoſpitallers of St. John of Jeruſalem: the courts

were formerly held at Fulſhaw, now at Roſtherne. The manor of St. John of

Jeruſalem, as it is called, conſiſts of free-rents and royalties; the tenants of the

manor are free from all tolls of bridges, markets, and fairs, and from attendance

at aſſizes, ſeſſions, &c. &c. The lords of the fee had in ancient times the probate

of wills within their juriſdićtion, which were kept and regiſtered by the ſteward

of their court. This manor was demiſed by King Charles I. to Robert Wirrall

Gent. Nathaniel Booth Eſq., afterwards Lord Delamere, became leſſee in or

about the year 1731 : the leaſe has been in the Duke of Leeds's family, nearly

fifty years. Fulſhaw-Hall is now occupied by Tipping Eſq.

* Harl, MSS. N° 2or o.

• Leigh Page Eſq., who poſſeſſed it by deviſe from Leigh Eſq. was ſheriff of the county

in 1733; his great nephew Thomas Leigh Page Eſq., who ſold Hawthorize-Hall to Mr. Bower, is

repreſentative of the ancient family of Page of Eardſhaw : he is now of Pancras in the county of

Middleſex. ° Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* In 1662, one moiety belonged to the Newtons: the other to the Lathoms of Fulſhaw.

Harl. MSS. Nº 2010.

7 In
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In the pariſh church of Wilmſlow are ſome grave-ſtones of the Booths , with

mutilated braſs-plates; ſome memorials of the Davenports of Chorley; monuments

with the effigies of Humphry Newton, and his wife Eleanor', heireſs of a younger

branch of the Fittons, and that of Henry Trafford ‘S. T. D., rector of this pariſh,

(called in the inſcription, Bollin,) who died in 1538.

A ſchool was founded at Wilmſlow for ten children, by the Rev. Henry Hough:

it has but a ſmall endowment (about 51 per ann.), being the intereſt of money

given by fundry benefačtors. A workhouſe was built in this pariſh, about the

year 1780, upon Lindow-common : the freeholders of the pariſh gave lands for

its ſupport, which are now let for upwards of 200l. per ann. Mr. Wright rector

of Wilmſlow, who was diſpoſſeſſed of his living during the civil war, ſuſtained a

formal fiege at the rectory-houſe from Colonel Dukenfield, a parliamentary

officer : one of his maid ſervants, or as ſome accounts ſay, two, were killed ; he

was at that time fourſcore years old, but notwithſtanding his great age, is ſaid

to have lived to ſee the reſtoration of King Charles II., and to be reinſtated in

his living'. We could not procure the date of his death, or any further par

ticulars; we are informed that there is no parochial regiſter extant, of ſo early

a date. Peter Ledſham was inſtituted in 1661 to the rectory of Wilmſlow, then

void by the death of the laſt incumbent, but the name of the deceaſed does

not appear in the biſhop's regiſter.

The pariſh of WIST Aston, in the hundred and deanery of Nantwich, which

lies about three miles N. E. by E. from Nantwich, contains only one townſhip.

The manor of Wiſłaſion or Wiſłanſon, was held in the reign of Henry III. under

the Sandfords, in whom a portion of the barony of Nantwich was then veſted,

by the Wiſtaſtons ": one moiety of this manor paſſed by ſucceſſive alienations

to the families of Egerton and Alexander, and from the latter by a female heir

in the fixteenth century, to Richard Walthall Eſq. ‘, anceſtor of Peter Walthall

Eſq. of Wiſtaſton-Hall, the preſent proprietor : the other moiety paſſed with a

co-heireſs of the Wiſtaſtons, to Adam Praers: it was afterwards in the family

* It appears by church notes taken in 1572, that theſe are the figures of Sir Robert Booth, who

died in 1460, and his wife Dulcia (Venables). Harl. MSS. N° 2151.

* See p. 451. * Ibid. * Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy.

* It appears that it was held by the ſervice of finding certain horſes when required, for the uſe of

the Earl of Cheſter, and providing a man and horſe to keep the fairs at Cheſter twice in the year,

according to the cuſtom of the ſaid fairs. — Woodmoth's Collections, f. 237. l. -

* Villare Ceſtrienſe.

of



822 C H E S H I R. E.

of Delves of Doddington, whoſe repreſentative, the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton

Bart., conveyed it in exchange for an eſtate in the townſhip of Hunſterſon, to

Peter Walthall Eſq. above-mentioned.

The ancient family of Breſſey had, at an early period, lands in this pariſh:

the firſt of the family of whom we find mention is Robert Breſſey, whom

William de Malbank, Baron of Wich-Malbank, calls in a deed his black nephew';

the Breſleys had a ſeat at a place called in ancient deeds Wilcots, Wilcocks,

and Wilde-cats-heath, and deſcribed to be in Wiſtaſton: we cannot find that

there is any place of this name now known in the pariſh; in the adjoining townſhip

of Willaſton is an ancient manſion, called Breſley-Hall, now the property of

W. Sneyd Eſq. Wilcott's-heath is ſpoken of in 1662, as a houſe then belonging

to the Breſleys of Breſſey-green *; it appears nevertheleſs by pedigrees of the

family, that the Brindleys ſettled at Wiſtaſton before the reign of Richard lſ.,

in conſequence of a match with the heireſs of an elder branch of the Breſſeys.

There is an ancient manſion in Wiſtaſton, called the Red-Hall, now a farm-houſe,

belonging to J. Bayley Eſq.

WoodchuRcH, in the hundred and deanery of Wirral, lies about ſeventeen

miles N. N. W. from Cheſter, and about fix from Neſton; it contains the

townſhips of Woodchurch, Arrow, Barnſion, Landecan, Noćlorum, Penſby, Prenton,

Oxton, and Thingwall, beſides part of the townſhip of Irbye, and a ſmall portion

of Claughton and Upton.

The manor of Woodchurch, or Cromborough-court in Woodchurch, which had

belonged to the abbot and convent of St. Werburgh, was granted by Queen

Elizabeth, among other concealed lands, to Peter and Edward Grey"; it paſſed

afterwards by ſucceſſive ſales to the families of Hitchcock, or Hiccocks, and

Leenes. The late Dr. Thomas Wilſon, prebendary of Weſtminſter, ſon of the

venerable biſhop of Sodor and Man, purchaſed this manor of the Rev. John

Crookhall, and deviſed it in 1784 to Thomas Macklin Eſq. of Derby, with

remainder, in caſe of his death without iſſue, to Thomas Patten Eſq., who has

aſſumed the name of Wilſon, and is the preſent proprietor.

In the pariſh church is a tablet for George Hockenhull Eſq. of Prenton, who

died in 1698. The patronage of the rectory is veſted in the Rev. Bryan King,

the preſent incumbent: William Gleave Eſq., alderman of London, by his will,

bearing date 1665, left the ſum of 50ol toward the building and endowing of

y Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Harl. MSS. N° 2d Io. * See p. 573, in the notes

a free
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a free-ſchool at Woodchurch: Iool. was expended in building, and the remainder

laid out in lands for its endowment, which are now let at about 8ol, per ann.

Richard Adam A. M., in 1676, gave three hundred and forty-four books for the

uſe of the ſchool; and in 1681, fifty-four more, with a ſcrutoire.

James Goodacre, or Goodier of Barnſton, who died in 1525, gave twenty

marks, for the purpoſe of buying twenty yoke of bullocks for the poor; theſe,

by order of the commiſſioners for charitable uſes, were afterwards exchanged

for cows, and it was ſettled that every pariſhioner who ſhould have one of the

cows, ſhould pay 23. 8d. yearly, for the purpoſe of increaſing the pariſh ſtock,

and augmenting the number, which in the year 1741 was ninety-two; there are

now about fifty only. The donor of this charity entruſted the management of

it to the lord of the manor of Prenton, (then Mr. Gleave,) the rector of Wood

church, and others: in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, John Hockenhull Eſq.,

the lord of the manor of Prenton claimed the ſole management, but it was

determined on appeal to the biſhop, that in future it ſhould be managed by the

lord of Prenton, the rector of Woodchurch, and one perſon out of every

townſhip, to be ehoſen by the inhabitants". Dr. Richard Sherlock, rector of

Winwick, author of ſeveral theological and devotional works, who died in 1689,

gave, in his life-time, (A* 1670,) the ſum of 5ol, to purchaſe a ſtock of fifteen

cows for the poor of the townſhip of Oxton; of which he was a native ‘; the

ſtock to be kept up in like manner as thoſe given by Goodier: in 1718 there

were nineteen or twenty cows belonging to this charity, but now about eight or

ten only. The truſtees of both charities have money in hand, to advance on the

application of proper claimants. -

The townſhip of Arrow lies nearly ſeven miles N. by W. from Great-Neſton:

a moiety of the manor was in the Thornton family, in the reign of Edward II.,

and paſſed by ſucceſſive female heirs to the Duttons and Gerards; the other

moiety was in the family of Tildeſley in the reign of Henry VII." The manor

has of late years been frequently alienated; it is now the property of John Shaw

Eſq. of Liverpool.

A moiety of the manor of Barnſion *, and the whole of Oxton', belongs to the

Earl of Shrewſbury, having paſſed by ſucceſſive heirs from the Domvilles to the

Hulſes, Troutbecks, and Talbots; the other moiety of the manor of Barnſton

belonged to the Barnſton family, afterwards to a younger branch of the Bennets

* Harl. MSS. Nº 2cco. f. 338. * Ant. Wood. * Eſch. 12 & 24 Hen. VII.

* The townſhip of Barnſlon is four miles N. by W. from Great. Neſton.

* The townſhip of Oxton is about ſeven miles N. by E. from Great-Neſton,

of
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of Willaſton, and having been ſold by them to the Macklins, is now the property

of Wilſon Macklin Eſq. The old hall has been taken down : it was in ruins in

1718 °. -

The townſhip of Landican lies nearly ſix miles N. from Great-Neſton: the

manor was conveyed by the Duttons in the year 1326 to the family of Praers,

from which it paſſed by a female heir to Fulleſhurſt, and was afterwards in the

Wilbrahams of Woodhey: it was purchaſed by Dr. Wilſon, and has paſſed with

Woodchurch to Thomas Patten Wilſon Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

The townſhip of Noćiorum, or Knoálorum, lies about ſeven miles N. from Great

Neſton; the manor, which was given by Richard de Praers to the abbot and convent

of Cheſter", has been held almoſt from the time of the reformation by a chief rent,

under the dean and chapter'. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth it paſſed from the

family of Harpur to the Croſſes", who poſſeſſed it for a century; it was after.

wards in the Chauntrells, of whom it was purchaſed by Dr. Wilſon, and has

ſince paſſed with Woodchurch and Landican.

The townſhip of Penſby lies four miles N. N. W. from Great-Neſton; the manor

belonged to the hoſpital of St. John in Cheſter'; it is now the property of John

Glegg Eſq. by inheritance from the Gleggs of Gayton, who poſſeſſed it nearly two

centuries.

The townſhip of Prenton lies about ſix miles N. by E. from Great-Neſton: the

manor belonged at an early period to the family of Prenton, from which it paſſed by

ſucceſſive female heirs to the Gleyves and Hockenhulls: it was purchaſed of the

repreſentatives of John Hockenhull Eſq. the laſt heir male of that family, who

died in 1782, by Joſeph Lyon Eſq., father of J. H. Lyon Eſq. the preſent pro

prietor: an ancient ſtone manſion, which was the ſeat of the Hockenhulls, is now

occupied by a farmer. -

The townſhip of Thingwall lies about five miles N. by W. from Great-Neſton:

the manor was claimed in 1662 by Sir William Stanley, Lord Kingſton, and the

Earl of Shrewſbury: it was ſoon afterwards in the Steeles, from whom it paſſed

to Sir Robert Vyner Bart., lord mayor of London, and it is now the property of

Robert Vyner Eſq. of Gautby in Lincolnſhire.

/

t Biſhop Gaſire!!’s Notitia Ceſłrienſis. * Dugdale’s Monaſticon, Vol. i. p. 485, 486.

It was aloft probably obtained by Sir Richard Cotton with other eſtates, which had belonged to

the deau and chapter, and by him alienated to Harpur. See p. 573, in the notes.

* Records in the exchequer at Cheſter, 35 Ekz. * Villare Cc ſtrienſe.

WYBUNBURY,

w
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WybunbuRy, in the hundred and deanery of Namptwich, lies on the borders

of Staffordſhire, about three miles eaſt from Namptwich: the pariſh contains

eighteen townſhips, Wybunbury, Bartherton, Baſford, Blackenhall, Bridgemere,

Checkley-cum-Wrinehill, Chorlton, Doddington, Hatherton, Hough, Hunſterſon, Lea,

or Lee, Rope, Shavington-cum-Grºſy, Stapeley, Walgherton, Weſton, and Wigſtanſton,

or Willaſton. -

The manor and advowſon of Wybunbury belonged in ancient times to the family

of Praers: in the year 1277 Robert de Praers quitted claim to the biſhop of Lichfield

and Coventry, ever fince which time the manor and great tithes have been held on

leaſe under that ſee; the preſent leſſee of the manor is the Rev. Robert Hill. The

biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry is patron of the vicarage; John Mellor Eſq.,

by purchaſe from Sir Charles Talbot Bart., who inherited from the late Mrs.

Cornwall, is leſſee of the corn and hay tithes of the townſhips of Blackenhall,

Bridgemere, Checkley, Chorlton, Doddington, Hatherton, Hunſterſon, and

Walgherton; and Richard Congreve Eſq. of Burton in the county of Flint,

and his fiſter Miſs Marianne Congreve, are leſſees of the tithes of the other

townſhips".

In the pariſh church are ſome monuments of the families of Delves, Woodmoth,

Smith, and Wilbraham of Hough. Many ancient monuments, particularly ſome

of the family of Delves, were deſtroyed when the body of the church was re

built in 1595", and others upon a fimilar occaſion in 1790; among the latter

was the monument of Sir John Delves, who was ſlain in the battle of Tewkſbury

in 1471, and his eldeſt ſon, who was beheaded after the battle : this monument

is deſcribed by Mr. Pennant in his Journey from Cheſter to London: there is a

ſketch of the upper ſtone, with figures of Sir John Delves, his lady, and his

ſon, in a volume of church notes taken by Aſhmole, and preſerved among his

MSS. at Oxford ; in his time the ſides of this monument, ornamented with

figures, were in the bailiff’s chamber at Doddington; the upper ſtone remained

in Wybunbury church: there is a ſketch in the ſame volume of portraits of one

of the Delves family, and his lady, taken from a window in Wybunbury church.

Among the monuments which now remain may be particularly noticed that of

Sir Thomas Smith of Hough, who died in 1614, (with the effigies of himſelf in

armour, and of his lady,) that of John Woodnoth, of the ancient family of

Woodnoth of Shavington, who died in 1615, and that of Sir Thomas Delves Bart.,

who died in 1648; the latter commemorates alſo his ſon, Sir Henry Delves

* Except thoſe of two-thirds of Willaſton, which belong to the dean and chapter of Cheſter.

" Biſhop Gaſtrell. -

Vol. II. 5 N Bart.
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Bart., who died in 1663. We find mention of a hermitage at Wybunbury, in a

leaſe of William Heyworth, biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry, by which two

gardens are demiſed to Nicholas Baker the hermit, for ninety-nine years, on

condition that they ſhall be held by fit prieſts, or honeſt hermits "... the leaſe bears

date 1424.

There was a ſchool-houſe at Wybunbury, built by ſubſcription, nearly two

centuries ago: Thomas Heath in 1767 gave by will a cottage for the reſidence

of the ſchool-maſter, and a part of his perſonal eſtate, for the inſtrućtion of poor

children: with this money, which amounted to looſ., and other ſums which had

been given for charitable uſes by fundry benefačtors, lands were purchaſed in the

years 1735 and 1748, out of the rent of which (now 30l. per ann.) 14l. 13s. 4d.

is appropriated for the uſe of the ſchool ; this is the whole endowment, except

the intereſt of ſome very ſmall donations, and the rent of certain pews, amounting

together this year (1809) to 21. 1s. 4d. It is a ſchool for boys, ſome of whom

are taught reading only, and others reading, writing, and accounts. -

The townſhip of Barkſord, or Basford, lies nearly five miles E. from Nantwich;

the manor was anciently in moieties, between the Woodnoths and Harcourts";

what became of Woodnoth’s moiety is not known; the other paſſed by a

female heir to Hugh Cholmondeley, whoſe daughter and heir Lettice brought

it, in the fourteenth century, to the Bromleys; a branch of this family was

for many generations ſeated at Basford: about the year 1563 John Bromley

ſold the reverſion of the manor of Basford to Thomas Clutton. Sir Hugh

Cholmondeley died ſeiſed of it in 1597, Iſabel Bromley, who had a life-intereſt

n it, being then ſtill living". Sir Hugh Cholmondeley the younger gave this

manor to his ſon, Thomas Cholmondeley of Vale-Royal; it was ſold by the

deviſees of Seymour Cholmondeley Eſq., to Dr. Joſeph Crewe, of whoſe ſon,

John Crewe Eſq. of Boleſwoth-caſtle, it was purchaſed in 1785, by the Rev.

Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., the preſent proprietor. Basford-Hall, ſome time a

feat of the Bromleys, and afterwards of Sir Rober Cholmondeley Knt., was

butnt down about the year 17oo; the ſite is occupied by a modern farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Bartherton, or Bertherton, lies about two miles S. S. E. from

Nantwich : the manor belonged to the ancient family of Griffin, as early as

the beginning of the thirteenth century'. About the middle of the 17th century

it was purchaſed of Richard Griffin Eſq. and Jane his wife, by Sir Thomas Delves

* Woodmoth’s Colle&tions, f. 242. b. * Villare Ceſtrienſe, * Ibid.

* Bertram Griffin purchaſed it for one hundred marks, in or about the reign of King John, of one

William Ruffus; and Adam de Betherton ſoon afterwards quitted claim to it. Villare Ceſtrienſe.

Bart,
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Bart., from whom it deſcended to the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., the

preſent proprietor. Bartherton-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Griffins, is now a

farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Blackenhall lies about five miles and a half S. E. by E. from

Nantwich; the manor belongs to Sir Thomas Broughton, having been purchaſed

about the year 1387 by his anceſtor John Delves Eſq., of the Blackenhalls, who

had poſſeſſed it more than two centuries “.

The manor of Brideſmere, or Bridgemere, now Sir Thomas Broughton's, was

purchaſed in 1762, by his brother, Sir Bryan Broughton Delves Bart., of Lord

Vernon, having been the ancient inheritance of his lordſhip's anceſtors, the barons

of Kinderton. A manor in Bridgeſmere was held under the barony of Kinderton,

by the family of Brideſmere, which became extinét in the male line in the reign

of Henry VI. ; it is probable that this is the eſtate ſpoken of by Webb in his

Itinerary, written in the year 1622, as then lately purchaſed by the Wilbrahams'.

The townſhip of Checkley, anciently called Chacklegh, or Chackley, lies about

ſeven miles S. E. by E. from Nantwich; the manor was at an early period

in the Praers family, and paſſed by a female heir to the Blackenhalls; a third

part of this was, in the reign of Edward III., the property of John Breffey, who

ſold it to Sir John Delves"; the remainder, which paſſed by ſucceſſive female

heirs to the families of Malpas and Perſall, or Peſhall, was purchaſed of Sir John

Perſall Bart. about the year 1662, by Thomas Delves Eſq., afterwards Sir Thomas

Delves Bart. ; the whole thus became united in the Delves family, and has

deſcended with their other eſtates to Sir Thomas Broughton. Checkley

Hall “, ſome time a ſeat of the Perſalls, is now a farm-houſe. Wrinehill, a hamlet

of this townſhip, is juſt within the confines of Staffordſhire: the hall became a

ſeat of the Egerton family about the year 14oo, in conſequence of the marriage

of William Egerton of Betley and Caldecote (deſcended from Urian, ſecond ſon

of Philip de Egerton, who was ſheriff of Cheſhire in 1295), with the heireſs of

Sir John Hawkſtone of Wrinehill; this branch of the Egerton family became

extinët in the male line in the year 1687; but previouſly to this, purſuant to a

ſettlement made by Edward Egerton Eſq., who died without iſſue in the early

part of the ſeventeenth century, Wrinehill had paſſed to the Egertons of Egerton,

and it was, for ſome time, one of their ſeats. Sir John Egerton Bart. died

at Wrinehill in 1674, and his nameſake Sir John Egerton Bart, in 1729.

* Villare Ceſtrienſe. * King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 66. Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* Called by Webb a beautiful timber-houſe.—Vale-Royal, partii. p. 66.

5 N 2 Wrinehill.
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Wrinehill-Hall is now a farm-houſe, which, having paſſed by purchaſe to the

Broughtons, is now the property of Sir Thomas Broughton Bart. Heywood

Barnes, a manor in the townſhip of Checkley, which had long been in the

Egerton family, was purchaſed in 1805 of John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton by Sir

Thomas Broughton.

The townſhip of Chorleton or Chorlton lies about five miles and a half E. by S.

from Nantwich: the manor is the property of Sir Thomas Broughton, being part

of the ancient inheritance of the family of Delves.

The townſhip of Doddington lies about five miles and a half S. E. by E. from

Nantwich; the manor was anciently in a family to which it gave name '; Robert

Praers was ſeiſed of it as early as the year 1342; about two years after it was ſold,

by John de Breſſey, and Margaret his wife, who appears to have been the heireſs of

Praers, to John Delves Eſq.", deſcended from the ancient family of Delves of

Delves-Hall in Staffordſhire. This John Delves was eminent both in a military

and civil capacity; he diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the battle of Poićtiers as one of

the four eſquires of the brave Lord Audley, who were rewarded for their ſervices

with a handſome annuity and an honourable augmentation to their coats of arms.

In 1362 he was knighted, and in 1364 made one of the juſtices of the King's Bench;

the ſame year he had the royal licence to make a caſtellated manſion at Doddington.

Sir John Delves died in 1369 without iſſue; his collateral deſcendant of the

fame name, being grandſon of his brother Henry, was an ačtive partizan of the

houſe of Lancaſter; in 1460 he was intruſted by Queen Margaret with the care

of Sir John and Sir Thomas Neville, (ſons of the Earl of Saliſbury,) and other

priſoners, then in Cheſter caſtle". This Sir John Delves was ſlain at the battle

of Tewkſbury in 1471; his ſon John, who accompanied him in that fatal

aćtion, was immediately afterwards beheaded"; his younger brother Henry con

tinued the line of the Delves's of Doddington; their immediate deſcendant Sir

Thomas Delves was created a baronet in 1621 : the title and the male line of

this ancient family became extinct by the death of Sir Thomas Delves the fourth

baronet in 1727, when Doddington and other eſtates paſſed under his will to

his grandſon (by his only daughter Elizabeth,) Sir Bryan Broughton Bart, ,

y Villare Ceſtrienſe. * Evidences of the Delves Family, compiled by Sir William

Dugdale, in the poſſeſſion of Sir Thomas Broughton Bart.

• Evidences of the Delves Family.

* Some ſay they were both beheaded after the ačtion ; according to Holinſhed's account, Sir John

Delves fell in the field of battle. : See p. 356.

whoſe
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whoſe brother, the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., is the preſent pro

prietor.

Doddington-Hall, the ſeat of the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton Bart., a

handſome and ſpacious ſtone edifice, was begun to be built in the year 1777,

from the deſigns of Mr. Samuel Wyatt; at a ſhort diſtance are ſome ſmall

remains of Doddington-caſtle, built by Sir John Delves as before-mentioned,

about the year 1364": this caſtle was one of the parliamentary garriſons during

the civil war; it was taken by Lord Byron without any reſiſtance, on the 4th of

January 1644, although garriſoned by one hundred and ſixty men “: it fell into

the hands of the Parliament again, on the 7th of February following'. Adjoining

to the caſtle was old Doddington-Hall, a quadrangular brick building, apparently

of the age of Queen Elizabeth º, with tranſom windows.

Sir Thomas Delves, who died in 1727, gave by deed the ſum of 1 535l., laid

out in the purchaſe of lands, which, in the year 1786, produced the ſum of

941. 4s. per ann. for the purpoſe of clothing and educating twenty boys and

ten girls of the pariſh of Wybunbury": the ſchools are now placed at Doddington

and Weſton, purſuant to the dire&tion of Sir Thomas Broughton, who has the

management of the charity, and the nomination of the ſcholars; the Rev.

Robert Hill of Hough is joint truſtee.

The townſhip of Hatherton lies about four miles S. E. by S. from Nantwich; the

manor having been for ſeveral generations in the Orrebies, paſſed by a female heir

to the Corbets', who continued in poſſeſſion till about the year 1576, when it

was conveyed to Randle Brooke"; not long afterwards it paſſed to the Smiths

of Hough. Sir Thomas Smith, who was of Hatherton when Webb wrote

his Itinerary of Cheſhire n 1625, ſerved at that time the offices of ſheriff of the

county, and mayor of the city of Cheſter"; Thomas Smith Eſq. of Hatherton

was created a baronet in 1660, with remainder to his two brothers ſucceſſively,

but the male iſſue failing within a few years, the title became extinct': the manor

d Evidences of the Delves Family. * Burghall's Diary – Hiſtory of Cheſhire,

8vo. Vol. ii. p. 927. ‘lbid p. 932.

* The ſtatues of Lord Audley and his four eſquires, ſpoken of in p. 456; appear (from a drawing

made by Mr. J. Calveley, for Dr. Gower’s intended work, after the houſe had been partly takeu

down) to have been part of the decorations of the portico.

* Returns of charitable donations to the Houſe of Commons in 1786.

* Records in the Exchequer of Cheſter, 19 Eliz. * Vale-Royal, part i. p. 66.

On the death of the firſt baronet, Sir Thomas, (in 1675,) the title went to a nephew of the

ſame name: Sir Thomas Smith, who died in 1675, left an only daughter, married to Richard

Liſter Eſq.

3 of
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of Hatherton was ſold by the repreſentatives of Sir Thomas Smith, the firſt

baronet, about the year 17oo, to Mr. Salmon, of whoſe grandſon, the Rev.

Matthew Salmon, it was purchaſed in 1784 by Charles Bate Eſq. of Nantwich, the

preſent proprietor. Hatherton-Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Smiths, has been taken

down, and a farm-houſe built on the fite, which belongs to Mrs. Sparrow.

The townſhip of Hough lies rather more than three miles E. by S. from

Nantwich; the manor was at an early period held under the family of Praers, by

the Houghs, whoſe heireſs brought it in marriage about the year 1374, to

Richard Maſſey; it was ſold by their deſcendants in or about the year 1517, to

Thomas Smith Eſq.", alderman of Cheſter, anceſtor of the Smiths of Hough

and Hatherton. After the death of Sir Thomas Smith Bart. above-mentioned,

this manor ſeems to have paſſed by purchaſe to the Walthalls: in 1763 it was

given, with ſome lands in Hunſterſon, by Peter Walthall Eſq., to Sir Bryan

Broughton Delves Bart., in exchange for a moiety of Wiſtaſton. The manor of

Hough now belongs to Sir Thomas Broughton: the hall, which was abandoned

by the Smiths when they removed to Hatherton, is deſcribed by Webb as decayed

in 1622 ". A houſe in Hough, which had belonged to the family of Bromhall,

is now the property and ſeat of the Rev. Robert Hill, who acquired it with ºn

eſtate in this townſhip, in marriage with the daughter and heireſs of the Rev.

John Wilbraham. Another eſtate in Hough, called the Cliffe, with a houſe late

the property and reſidence of Robert Clarke Eſq., was purchaſed in 1806, by Sir

Thomas Broughton Bart. º

The townſhip of Hunſferſon, or Hunſlerton, lies about five miles and a half S.E.

from Nantwich; the manor which had been parcel of the barony of Kinderton,

s now Sir Thomas Broughton's, having been purchaſed by his brother Sir

Bryan Broughton Delves in 1762. The Hunſterſons were meſne-lords of this manor

in the 14th century: their eſtate was afterwards divided into ſeveralties; about

the year 16oo, the Delves family poſſeſſed one-fourth by inheritance, and another

by purchaſe; the Mores of Hall-o'-heath had a third ſhare, and the remainder

was ſub-divided; the greater part of this eſtate now belongs to Sir Thomas

Broughton. -

Lea, or Lee", was the property and reſidence of an ancient family which

took its name from the townſhip. From a younger branch of this family, which

ſettled at Quarendon in Buckinghamſhire, were deſcended the Lees Earls of

Lichfield; the elder branch continued to poſſeſs the manor of Lea, and to reſide

Villare Ceſtrienſe. " King's Vale-Royal, part ii. p. 67.

* The family name has been uniformly ſpelt Lee.
*... • 2t -
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at the hall till the reign of King Charles the Firſt, when Henry Lee Eſq. (whoſe

ſon Thomas ſettled at Dernhall) ſold it to Henry Delves Eſq. of Doddington; it

has ſince paſſed with the Doddington eſtate to the Rev. Sir Thomas Broughton

Bart.: the hall is now occupied as a farm-houſe.

The townſhip of Rope lies about two miles and a half E. N. E. from Nantwich ;

the manor belongs to Sir Thomas Broughton by inheritance, it having been

bequeathed to Henry Delves Eſq. about the year 16oo, by Laurence Rope Eſq.",

the laſt male heir of the ancient family of that name, whoſe anceſtors had poſſeſſed

it as early as the reign of Edward III.

The townſhip of Shavington lies about four miles and a half Eaſt from

Nantwich : this place was at an early period the property and ſeat of the family

of Woodnoth; the firſt in the pedigree who is called lord of Shavington, is

William Woodnoth, in the reign of Henry the Third; his father was of Basford,

his grandfather and great-grandfather of Swanley; this ancient family became

extinct in the male line in the year 1637. When the manor became alienated

from the family does not appear: there are now, as we are informed, two

manors in the townſhip, called Shavington-cum-Greſty ", and Greſly-cum

Shavington; the former was purchaſed about the year 1515 of Francis Braddock

and Joan his wife, by Thomas Smith Eſq., alderman of Cheſter ", and anceſtor

of the Smiths of Hough, from whom it paſſed by the ſame title as Hatherton,

to Charles Bate Eſq. of Nantwich ; the other, which was in the Cholmondeleys.

of Holford, has paſſed by the ſame title as Basford, to Sir Thomas Broughton.

Bart. Shavington-Hall with its demeſne, the ancient ſeat of the Woodnoths,

was purchaſed in 1661, by the anceſtor of Mr. John Turner, the preſent proprietor,

who reſides in a modern houſe built on the ſite of the old manſion".

The townſhip of Stapeley lies about two miles and a half from Nantwich: the

manor paſſed by marriage from the family of Stapeley to that of Rope, about

the year 135o, and from the Ropes about the year 16oo, to the Greens of

Congleton. The Earl of Ardglaſs in Ireland, Mr. Milton, and Richard Green,

are deſcribed as joint lords in 1662 : this manor was afterwards ſucceſſively

in the families of Milton', and Stubbs; it was purchaſed of the latter in 1765,

by the late Mr. William Salmon of Nantwich, and is now the joint property of

° Sir William Dugdale's MS. book of the Delves Family.

* The manor of Gretty was anciently in the family of de Grefly, and afterwards (temp. Edw. III.

and as late as Hen. V.) in the Griffins.—Records at Cheſter, º

* Ibid. " It was taken down in 1733. : Harl. MSS. N° 2C19.

! Milton purchaſed of Green. Ibid.

his
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his ſons, Charles Salmon Eſq., and Pruſſia Salmon Eſq.; the hall, which was

the ancient ſeat of the Ropes, is in ruins; it is the property of James

Bayley Eſq.

The townſhip of Walgherton lies nearly four miles S.E. by E. from Nantwich;

the manor was conveyed about the year 1270 by Henry de Waſchet, to Fulke de

Orreby, from whom it paſſed with Hatherton to the Corbets and Smiths; Sir

Thomas Smith was poſſeſſed of it as late as the year 1662 : in 1668 it was con

veyed by George Vernon and others, to Hall Ravencroft Eſq."; it is probable that

it was afterwards purchaſed by Sir Thomas Delves: it is now the property of

Sir Thomas Broughton Bart. : the hall and demeſne were purchaſed by Sir Henry

Delves in or about the year 1539 of Richard Kardiff”.

The townſhip of Weſton lies about fix miles E. by N. from Nantwich: the

manor, which belongs to Sir Thomas Broughton, was purchaſed about the

year 1352, by his anceſtor Sir John Delves, of John de Breſſey, who had married

an heireſs of Praers; it had been before in the Griffins. Weſton-Hall, now a

farm-houſe, was for many years one of the ſeats of the Delves family. The

Smiths of Hough had a manor in this townſhip, purchaſed by Sir Thomas Smith

of the Braddocks in 1535. -

The manor of Wigſtanton, Wiſterſon, or Willaſton, belonged in the reign of

Edward I., if not before, to the family of Chanu, Chanie, or Cheney'; in or

about the year 1533, it was conveyed by John Cheney Eſq., to Richard Sneyd’

Eſq., recorder of Cheſter, anceſtor of Walter Sneyd Eſq., the preſent proprietor.

In this townſhip is an old manſion (now a farm-houſe, the property of Mr.

Sneyd) called Breſſey-Hall, which was formerly a ſeat of the Breſley family .

A good houſe in this townſhip, built by Mr. John Bayley of Nantwich, is now

the property and reſidence of Charles Salmon Eſq., who married his daughter.

* Harl. MSS, NP 201 o. " From the information of Sir Thomas Broughton.

* Records in the Exchequer at Cheſter. * Villare Ceſtrienſe.

* A deſcendant of the Sneyds, or Sneads, of Bradwell in Sandbach, who were ſettled in that

townſhip as early as the reign of Henry VI.--Woodnoth’s Collections.

* See p. 822.
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SINCE the foregoing account of Cheſhire has been printed off, we have had to

lament the loſs of our worthy friend William Nicholls Eſq. F. A.S., whoſe valuable

aſſiſtance, particularly in tracing the hiſtory of families, and the deſcent of property

during the laſt century, which his official ſituation gave him ample means of

elucidating, and in colle&ing abundant information from the clergy and others,

relative to local matters for the parochial topography, has been noticed in p. 35E,

and p. 468. Although we have been deprived of the advantage of ſubmitting this

part of our work to his reviſion, after it had gone through the preſs, yet, being

well acquainted with his zeal in inveſtigating facts, and his care in reviſing

his communications, which we have endeavoured to incorporate into our work,

with equal care and accuracy, we flatter ourſelves that many errors will not

occur. For the correction of thoſe which are noticed in the following pages,

we are principally indebted to the Rev. Hugh Cholmondeley B. D. F. A. S.,

Dean of Cheſter; the Rev. Joſeph Eaton M.A., praecentor of that cathedral,

and Holland Watſon Eſq. of Congleton.

---

306. It might have been obſerved, as indeed it is noticed, in p. 561, that

• King Richard II. towards the cloſe of his reign, ſhewed great partiality to

the men of Cheſhire, having ſelected his body guard from this county, when he

ſcarcely knew whom to truſt about his perſon. When that monarch, in 1399,

raiſed an army which rendezvouſed at Milford-Haven, and ſailed from thence to

Waterford, it was compoſed chiefly of the natives of this county : from theſe

circumſtances therefore, it may be preſumed that the greater part of Cheſhire

continued ſteady to the intereſts of Richard, notwithſtanding the deputation which

Wow... li. 5 O waited
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waited on Henry of Lancaſter at Shrewſbury, on behalf of the city and county:

this will account for the ačtive part which was taken by the men of Cheſhire in

the rebellion of the Percys, (ſee p. 307). The family of Legh appear to have

been remarkably divided on this occaſion; Sir Robert and Sir John Legh tendered

their ſervices to the Duke of Lancaſter ; Piers Legh of Lyme was executed

for his adherence to Richard; John Legh of Booths is one of ſeven Cheſhire

men enumerated by Dr. Cowper, as having commands in Richard's army; the

others were Thomas Cholmondeley, Ralph Davenport, Adam Boſtock, John

Done, Thomas Beeſton and Thomas Holford, “all gentle and doughty Eſquires'.”

Among the Cheſhire men, who were excepted in the general act of pardon by

Henry IV. in the firſt year of his reign, on account of their adherence to the

fallen monarch, were two ſons of Robert Alderſey; Thomas Beeſton, David

Brayne, David Boſtock, Nicholas Bulkeley, Thomas de Cholmondeley, Hugh

de Cholmondeley, John Cholmondeley of the hundred of Broxton, William

Clayton, Willam Coke, chaplain of the pariſh church of Wich-Malbank, Thomas

Cottingham, Robert, ſon of John Davenport of Bromhall, David Dod of Edge,

John Done of Utkinton, Thomas Holford, Thomas de Kelſall, John Legh of

Booths, Gilbert Legh, William Maſcey of Altrincham, William Maſcey of

Knutsford, Robert Overton, William Roter, Roger de Salghall, vicar of A&on,

Richard de Werberton, and Sir Richard Wynyngton, knight". .

P. 307, note (). Sir Thomas Dutton is here mentioned as one of Lord

Audley's Eſquires, on Dr. Gower's authority, but Sir Peter Leyceſter, in ſpeaking

of this Sir Thomas Dutton, (who was Sheriff of Cheſhire the year that the battle

of Poićtiers was fought), makes no mention of this circumſtance. Wotton, in

his Baronetage ſays, that an anceſtor of the Mackworth family, was one of Lord

Audley's Eſquires. Their names are not given by Froiſſart, or by any of our own

ancient hiſtorians.

P. 317–322. Over the columns in theſe pages, it ſhould have been printed

thus:

Ancient Name. Modern Name. Ancient Hundred. Modern Hundred.

-- -

P. 329. In conſequence of our having been miſinformed, as to the townſhips

of Wrenbury, (which information was correčted before the account of that

chapelry in 476–479, was printed); the hamlet of Chorley is omitted in the ſtate

ment of the population of 1801, p. 319; the townſhip of Wirſwall is in Cheſhire,

although it belongs to the pariſh of Whitchurch in Shropſhire. The population

* Dr. Cowper's MSS. * Rot. Parl. 1 Hen. IV. p.7. m. 28.

of
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r of Wrenbury ſhould be thus ſtated, excluſively of part of the townſhips of Soond,

ſ:" Dodcot-cum-Wilkſly, and Newhall, and the townſhip of Smeaton-Wood, of which

!--
-

ſº. there appears to have been no returns.

º:

: º "..." rºl. Perſons,

º Wrenbury-cum-Frith • - 60 - - 2 - - 79 - - - 404 S

ºf Bromhall - - I8 - - - - - 22 - - I40

º: Chorley - - 23 - - - - - 28 - - I26

ſº Woodcot - - 4 - - - - - 5 - - 29

*: The total of the population of

º: Aéton at the ſame period, in

ſº cluding the chapelry of Wren- ) 542 - - 11 - - 625 - - 325;

H: bury, as far as can be colle&ted

•. from the returns will be,
-****

P. 336. Irbie ſhould have been inſerted in p. 345, as belonging to Thur

º ſtaton.

* P. 351. The titles granted to Hugh Lord Cholmondeley, by the patent of

i. 1706, were Wiſcount Malpas, and Earl of Cholmondeley. We have been informed

º ſince this volume was printed, that the late Earl always ſtyled himſelf Earl

1: Cholmondeley of Cholmondeley, and that the preſent Earl has followed his

example.
lº.

: Ancient Families:

"... P. 359. To the Leighs mentioned in line 15–22, of this page, may be added

º thoſe of Whitby in Lancaſhire. Sir Egerton Leigh Bart. of Rugby-Hall in

Warwickſhire is of the Weſthall family; Mr. Leigh, the bookſeller in the Strand,
ſº is of the ſame family.

º P. 360. Edward Mainwaring Eſq. of Cheſter, ſhould have been mentioned as

one of the male deſcendants of the ancient family of Mainwaring; his father was

º prebendary of Cheſter, and ſecond ſon of Charles Mainwaring Eſq. of Bromborough.

* P. 361. We have been informed that the Rev. Edward Dutton, curate of

i; Harthill, who died in 1773, was of a younger branch of the Duttons of Hatton,

: and that he ſuppoſed himſelf to be the laſt heir-male of that family.

º Ibid. note (). The Maſſeys, or Maſfies of Roſtherne, who it is probable were

º: of the ſame family as thoſe of Denfield in Roſtherne, are to be traced much

later in the pariſh regiſter; the laſt of this family died in 1796, (ſee p. 746.)

P. 363. The Broºkes of Leighton were not extinct, till about the year 1652 °.

º

- : Sir Peter Leyceſter, p. 326.

ſ - 5 O 2 P. 364.
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P. 364. The Cholmeleys of Whitby became again extinét, by the death of

Nathaniel Cholmeley Eſq. in 1791; his ſon-in-law, Henry Hopkins Fane Eſq.

took the name, and has iſſue; Sir Montague Cholmeley of Eaſton in Lincoln

ſhire, created a baronet in 1866, is deſcended from a younger branch of the

Cholmondeleys of Cheſhire; theſe branches have abbreviated the name.

P. 368. Edward Tomkinſon is inaccurately ſtated to be the repreſentative of

Wetenhalls of Hankelow ; Nathaniel Wetenhall Eſq. of Hankelow, who died in

1778, left no iſſue; Mr. Tomkinſon took the name of Wetenhall, in conſequence

of Mr. Wetenhall leaving him the Hankelow eſtate; his mother was a Wetenhall,

but not heireſs of any branch; ſhe was daughter of Thomas Wetenhall Eſq. of

Nantwich.

P. 369. The elder branch of the Wilbrahams of Rees-heath is extinét, the

heireſs married into the family of Windſor ". -

Ibid. We find that the poſterity of Roger Wright ſettled at Stretton in

Tilſton, and did not become extinct till 1752, (ſee p. 806. correct alſo p. 395.)

P. 371. We are informed that Mr. Dod ſpells his name Thomas Crewe

Dod.

P. 372. To the names of Boſtock, Daniel, &c. ſhould be added thoſe of

Partington, Domville, and Winnington. The Partingtons are not extinét, as

erroneouſly mentioned in p. 389. Thomas Partington Eſq., ſon of the late Mr.

Partington of Lower Brooke ſtreet, is a barriſter at law : he reſides at Offham,

near Lewes in Suſſex, and has a large family. William Domville Eſq. alderman

of London is deſcended from a younger ſon of William Domville Eſq. of

Lymm, who lived about the year 16oo. The male line of the elder ſon became

extinct in 1718, as mentioned in p. 380. The Domvilles, baronets of Ireland,

were of the Lymm family. Sir T. E. Winnington Bart., of Worceſterſhire, is

deſcended from a younger branch of the Cheſhire family of that name.

P. 375. A younger branch of the Boſtocks continued at Boſtock, and appears

to have become extinét about the beginning of the laſt century, (ſee p. 647,

note, (),

P. 376, There were freeholders of the name of Hatton at Hatton, and

Kekwick in 1666. (Sir Peter Leyceſter).

— Ibid. The direét line of the Holfords became extinct in 1581.

P. 377. John Boydell Eſq., alderman of London, who died in 1824, and his

brother, — Boydell Eſq. of Trevallyn in Denbighſhire, uncle of Joſiah

Boydell Eſq., late alderman of London, were deſcendants of a younger branch

* See p. 476,

of
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of the Boydells of Dodleſton, who ſettled at Pulcroft, in conſequence of an alliance

with the heireſs of Crewe. This branch continued at Pulcroft and Worleſton,

till the middle of the ſeventeenth century, when they removed into Derbyſhire.

The late alderman's grandfather was vicar of Aſhbourne, and rector of Map

pleton.

P.377. A younger branch of the Birtles family continued the male line, and

was not extinét till about the middle of the laſt century, when Thomas Birtles,

the laſt heir-male, left an only daughter.

P. 378. It is probable that there may be younger branches extant of the

family of Calveley, for we find that the funeral of Sir George Calveley, (the laſt

heir-male in the direct line,) in 1648, was attended, among other mourners,

by Mr. Hugh Calveley, and Mr. George Calveley.

P. 379. Mr. Peter Cotton, who died in 1716, is ſuppoſed to have been the

laſt heir-male of the Cottons of Cotton-Wood, (ſee p. 772.)

P. 380. The Dones of Duddon are to be traced in the Tarvin regiſter, as

late as the year 1774, when the laſt of the family appears to have been buried.

383. The Hallums became extinct about the year 1471. (Sir Peter

Leyceſter, p. 325.) , -

P. 385. The Huxleys were deſcended from a younger ſon of the Hock

henhull family, who ſettled at Huxley, and took that name.

P, 387. It is not certain that the family of Meols is extinét; Henry Meols

Eſq. of Sluys in Flanders, was nephew, and executor of William Meols, who

died about the latter end of the ſeventeenth century, leaving a daughter, who

inherited the eſtate : it is ſuppoſed that he was ſon of major Henry Meols, who

endowed Wallazey ſchool in 1656. The elder branch of the Minſhulls became

extinét about the middle of the fourteenth century, (ſee p. 471.); it was the

next branch which became extinct in 1654.

P. 388. A younger branch of the Mottrams was not extinët in 1662.

Harl. MSS. N° 2010.

P. 392. It appears more probable that the Swanwicks were not extinct till

about the middle of the fixteenth century; Arthur Swanwick, the laſt heir

male, was forty-eight years of age at his father's death in 1632.

Ibid. We are informed that Mr. Thomas Toft of Knutsford is of a younger

branch of the Tofts of Toft.

P. 393. Robert Venables, a younger brother of George Venables, (whoſe

daughter and ſole heireſs married Sir Philip Chetwode,) ſurvived his brother,

and died in 1759; he was the laſt male of the Agden branch, and ſuppoſed to be

the
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the laſt Venables of the male line in Cheſhire. A younger branch of the Agden

family removed into Staffordſhire in the fixteenth century, and is ſuppoſed to

be ſtill exiſting". There are ſome families of the name of Venables in London

and elſewhere, whoſe anceſtors were of Great-Budworth, but their connection

with any of the branches of the Venables family, (known to be deſcended from

the Barons of Kinderton,) has not been aſcertained. General Venables, who com.

manded the land-forces at the capture of Jamaica in the ſeventeenth century,

was of the Cheſter branch ".

P. 395. Roger Comberbach, recorder of Cheſter, died in 1720.

P. 396. Foxhurſt, more generally called Foxwiſt, was ſold by William

Duncalfe in 1609. There is a gentleman of this name in the adjoining townſhip

of Adlington, where his anceſtors have refided for many generations, who,

probably, is the male repreſentative of the Duncalſes of Foxwiſt.

P. 397. Dr. Tilſton, who died in the year 1764, is ſuppoſed to have been

the laſt heir-male of the Cheſhire Tilſtons.

P. 398. The elder branch of the family of Worth became extinët in 1695;

the heireſs married Heath. William Worth Eſq., Baron of the exchequer in

Ireland, who died in 1684, was of a younger branch. -

P. 399. The Malbons, or as the name was ſpelt at an early period, Malbans,

were a very ancient family, and ſhould have been introduced in p. 386: they

were a younger branch of the baronial family of Malbank, as appears by a

deed of Joan, one of the co-heireſſes of William de Malbank, the laſt baron of

that family, by which ſhe grants land in Bradley, (which continued to be

the reſidence of his poſterity for ſeveral centuries) to her relation, William

Malban *. Mr. Malbon, ſome time ſince an apothecary at Oxford, is ſuppoſed

to have been the laſt of this ancient family.

P. 377—4oo. To the extinct families of Cheſhire, or ſuch as are ſuppoſed

to be extinét, may be added thoſe of Bickerton of Bickerton, extinët in the

principal line about the middle of the fourteenth cenrury". Bradford of Bradford

near Wale-Royal, which had been for ſeveral generations continuance, in the

reign of Edward III. Brideſmere of Brideſmere extinét in the reign of

Edward IV.; Brock of Upton, extinét by the death of William Brock Eſq., who

was ſheriff of the county in 1732'; Hondford of Hondford; Motterſhead of

• From the information of Robert Hinde Venables Eſq., whoſe mother was fifter of George and

Robert Venables above-mentioned. * Ibid. * Harl. MSS. N° 2c22. f. 16.

* A younger branch was of Marbury in the ſeventeenth century, and is ſaid by Dr.Williamſon,

not to have been extinët in 17oo * His heireſs married John Egerton Eſq. M

7 Ot
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º

º

Mottram-Andrew; Shocklach of Shocklach; Shotwick of Shotwick; and Snelſon

of Snelſon. The Hondfords became extinct in the reign of Queen Elizabeth

when the heireſs married Brereton; the Shotwicks in the reign of Henry VIII.;

the heireſs married into the Hockenhull family; the Snelſons, about 1650, when

the heireſs married the anceſtor of Thomas Parker Eſq. of Aſtle.

P. 401. The Leches were of London, when they ſold Great-Mollington, in 17oo.

In this page the Wickſted family ſhould have been mentioned, who were

ſettled about two centuries ago at Marbury, ſee p. 686.

P. 401, and p. 617. Bach-Hall and other eſtates", on the death of the late

Samuel Brodhurſt Eſq. in 1809, became the property of Oliver Nichols Eſq., a

lieutenant-general in the Eaſt India Company’s ſervice, who has taken the name of

Brodhurſt; the tenant is Hugh Robert Hughes Eſq.

P. 402. Dernhall now belongs to William Corbet Eſq.

P. 404. Toft-Hall now belongs to Ralph Leyceſter Eſq., next brother of the

late George Leyceſter Eſq.

P. 422. It has been ſuggeſted that the Biddle, which is deſcribed by Smith:

among the Cheſhire rivers, is the ſtream which riſes at Biddulph, commonly

called Biddle, in Staffordſhire, and is now called Dane-in-Shaw.—The Birken runs

through Tatton Park. Among the Meres ſhould be mentioned Oakmere in

Delamere-foreſt, or as it is called, in the Vale-Royal charter, Ocmere; and

Marbury-Mere. -

P. 441, note, on the name of Abbot Ripley, in l. 10. It is ſaid in King's -

Vale-Royal, part II. p. 36., that the initials of this abbot appear on the pillars of

the great aiſle; the only letters we could diſcover on any of theſe pillars, are on

the third from the weſt-end, on the north-ſide, and ſeem to be nothing more than

the common monogram, of Maria ; and the ſtyle of the capital is that of the

fourteenth century. See it figured in the plate, at p. 448.

P. 443. The burial-place of the Egertons at Bunbury belonged to Ridley-hall.

P. 448. Under a ſtaircaſe, between the ſecond and third pillar of the choir in

the ſouth-aiſle, is the grave-ſtone of Abbot Merſhton, whoſe name is ſtill legible,

in the remaining part of an imperfeót inſcription, without date.

Ibid. —In addition to the note at the bottom of this page, it may be obſerved,

that if the ſculptured ſtone was found with the ſtone-coffin, it might lead to a

conjećture that the Chapter-houſe was newly floored in the time of Abbot.

Seyneſbury; and this ſtone depoſited by him as a memorial of the founder's place

of ſepulture, which no doubt was then well known,

*.

P. 452.

* See p. 685.
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P. 452. In the plan annexed to this page, the inſcription of “St. Oſwald's

church, and the reference to the chapel of St. Nicholas are evidently erroneous,
ſee p. 582. and 615. z

P. 457. The firſt inſcription here noticed is not immediately over the great

window of the hall of Little-Moreton-Hall, but two windows of chambers over

the hall and large parlour: the ſecond inſcription is over the window of the

large parlour. -

P. 479. Sir Robert Saluſbury Cotton Bart. died Auguſt 24, 1809, and was

ſucceeded in his title and eſtate by his ſon, now Sir Stapleton Cotton Bart., a

major-general in the army, and M. P. for Newark.

P. 483. Lady Mohun who ſold, Aldford, was not niece of the Earl of

Macclesfield, (ſee p. 663.)

P. 485. It would perhaps be more accurate to leave out the addition of

Radnor to the townſhip of Somerford, laſt-mentioned in this page, and in p.494;

the addition, nevertheleſs, is in frequent uſe, and has ariſen from Somerford

having been joined in the mize-book, with the ſmall townſhip of Radnor.

P. 486. We are aſſured by Holland Watſon Eſq. of Congleton, that our

information with reſped to the prapoſiti, or poſts in the pariſh of Aſtbury, was

erroneous: he informs us, that two of them act annually in rotation, and that

they appoint the church-wardens, who tranſact the buſineſs attached to the office.

P. 489. There is a court of pleas at Congleton, now little uſed, which has

cognizance of civil ačtions to any amount. The ſteward of this court is Randle

Wilbraham Eſq. of Odd Rode. The freeholders of Congleton are exempt from

ſerving on juries, either at the aſſizes or county-ſeſſions.

P. 495. Mr. Taylor purchaſed the portion of the manor of Audlem, which had

belonged to the Wetenhalls, of Mr. Tomkinſon of Dorfold.

P. 512. The portion of the manor of Bollington, which belonged to the

Leghs, was not purchaſed by the Earl of Stamford, but by the Brookes of Mere,

who ſtill poſſeſs it. The Earl of Stamford has moſt of the landed property in the

townſhip.

P. 5 13. There appears to have been a caſtle at Dunham-Maſſey, which was

held againſt King Henry II., by Hamo de Maſſey in 1173 . .

P. 537. Dame Mary Cholmondeley reſided chiefly at Vale-Royal, after her

purchaſe of that ſeat in 1615.

P. 540. John Egerton Eſq. of Oulton is M. P. for the city of Cheſter.

P. 547. Note (). After this note was printed we were poſitively aſſured, that

the leaſe was for five hundred years. Queen Elizabeth's licence to Thomas

*

* * Benedićtus Abbas de Vitā Hen. II. Vol. i. p. 55.

Alderley
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Alderſey for the foundation of his grammar-ſchool, bearing date January 2, in the

thirty-ſixth year of her reign, ſtates that the ſchool-houſe, and the houſes for the

preacher, maſter, and uſher, had been then built; and that he had for ſome years

appointed theſe perſons and maintained them. According to the tenor of this

licence, the ſchool was to be called the free-grammar ſchool of Thomas Alderſey

in Bunbury: Mr. Alderſey was to appoint the maſter and uſher during his life

time, and to make ſtatutes; the maſter and four wardens of the Haberdaſhers’

Company, the preacher and the maſter were conſtituted governors, to be a body

corporate, with a common ſeal, &c.; and after Mr. Alderſey’s death to have the

appointment of the maſter, &c. The licence empowers Thomas Alderſey to give

to the Governors of the ſchool, the whole rectory of Bunbury with the chantry

houſe, and certain lands then lately bought of Thomas Wilbraham, and it

empowers the governors to receive the ſaid rectory, houſes, and lands: no

mention is made of the leaſe to the Alderſey family, which ſeems to have been

granted afterwards. It appears by this record that the maſter and wardens of the

Haberdaſhers’ Company are no otherwiſe entitled to the reverſion of this eſtate,

than as governors of the granmar-ſchool at Bunbury. In the preſent ſtate of

the charity, the ſalary is ſo ſmall, that a perſon properly qualified according to

the founder's intentions, cannot be procured to undertake the office, and the

governors have not been able to keep it up as a grammar ſchool.

P. 562. In a MS. volume of notes by one of the Holmes, now in the collection

of the Marquis of Buckingham at Stowe, it is ſaid that Queen Margaret was at

Cheſter with her ſon in 1457.

P. 564. Some notes in the ſame volume ſtate that Lord Wentworth,

(afterwards Earl of Strafford) on his coming to Cheſter in 1632, was met by

the mayor and corporation; that he was banquetted at the Pentice, and lay at

the biſhop's palace; that he arrived at Cheſter on his return from Ireland, June 4,

1635, and that he lay certain days ſick at the biſhop's palace; that he came to

Cheſter again, November 17, 1636, was banquetted at the Pentice, and went

on, in his laſt journey towards Ireland, November 19th.

The King and Prince being then in Cheſter, attended Divine Service in the

choir of the cathedral, Sunday, September 25, 1642. On the Tueſday following

they went to Wrexham, to the houſe of Mr. Richard Lloyd, whom the King

knighted.

P. 568. In the ſame volume is the following particular account of the

deplorable ſtate of the city of Cheſter immediately after the ſiege.

Vol. II. 5 P - “ Thus

-
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“Thus of the moſte anchante and famous cittie of Cheſter, in times paſt,

but now behold and marke the ruines of it in theſe preſent times, within theſe

few yeares, viz. within theſe three yeares, 1643, 1644, and 1645; the particular

demolitions of it, now moſt grievous to the ſpe&tators, and more woefull to the

inhabitants thereoff:

1. “ Impriniis, without the barrs, the chappell of Spittle, with all the houſes,

gardens, and edifices there.

2. “ Item, all the houſes, barnes, and buildings, near to the barrs, with Great

Boughton and Chriſtleton.

3. “Item, in the Fore-gate-ſtreet, Cow-lane, St. John's-lane, with ſome other

houſes in the ſame ſtreet, all burned to the ground.

4. “Itcm, without the Nor-gate, from the ſaid gate to the laſt houſe, Mr.

Jollye's-Hall, all burned and conſumed to the ground, with all lanes in the ſame,

with the chapell of Little-St. John’s, now not to be found.

5. “Item, from Dee-bridge, over the water, all that long ſtreet, called

Hand-bridge, with all the lanes, barnes, and buildings all about it, ruinated to

the ground.

6. “Item, all the glovers houſes under the walles of the cittie, all pulled

downe to the ground.

7. “Item, all the buildings and houſes att the Water-gate, upon the Roodee,

pulled downe to the ground.

8. “Beſides the famous houſes of gentlemen in the ſame cittie, and neer unto

adjoyning the Bach-Hall, Mr. Whitbies.

9. “Mr. William Jollye's Hall, at the Norgate-ſtreet end.

10. “ Blacon-Hall, Sir Randall Crue’s, with cottages belonging.

I 1. “ The Nunnes-Hall, Sir William Brereton’s.

12. “Mr. Ellis's Hall, on the Hough-greene.

13. “ Flookerſbrooke-Hall, Sir Thomas Smith.

14. “ The Walkers, or Shermen’s mills.

15. “ The Hall of Hole, Mr. Bunberies.

16. “ The water-tower, at Dee-bridge.

17. “ Bretton-Hall, Mr. Ravenſcroftes.

18. “The Lord Cholmondeleyes Hall in St. John's church-yard, with the

ruine of the ſaid church.

19. “Mr. William Gamull’s houſe att Newgate, with Mr. John Werden's

houſe neere to it. z

20. “ The
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2c. “ The deſtruction of divers other houſes in the cittie, with granadoes,

too tedious to recite.

21. “ The ruines of ſtalls, pentices, doores, trees, and barnes, in divers lanes

and places in the cittie.

22. “ The deſtroying of the biſhop's palace, with ſtables in the barne yard,

and the ruines of the great church.

23. “ The charge of mudd walles, ſodding, carrying, and building them,

with centrye-houſes, both without the walles, and within the walles. -

24. “ The drawing dry of the cittie ſtockes, plate, rentes, and colle&tions,

not knowne, all which loſſes, charge, and demoliſhments, in opinion of moſt, will

amount to two hundred thouſand pounds, att the leaſt; ſoe farre hath the God

of heaven humbled this famous cittie ; and note, here, that if Jeruſalem, the

particular beloved cittie of God, of which it is ſaid in Sacred writt, marke well her

bulwarkes, and count her towers, in man’s judgment invincible; yet her finne

provoked God foe, that he leaved not a ſtone upon another; this may be an

advertiſement to us, that God's mercy is yett to be found fince he hath left

us ſo many ſtreets, lanes, and churches, yet undemoliſhed. God grant us faith,

patience, and true repentance, and amendment, that a worſe danger befall us

not. Amen.”

P. 570. A large provoſt for deſerters has been built, near the new barracks.

P. 599. The races at Cheſter are erroneouſly ſaid in this page, to have

originated in 1512; a reference is given to the account of their origin, in p. 586.

The error aroſe from a clerical miſtake in the note of p. 585, where in the copy.

of an extraćt from the “Orders and ačts of aſſembly,” procured for us by

the late Mr. Nicholls, 3 Hen. VIII. is written inſtead of 31 Hen. VIII.

P. 605. The Union hall is now completed ".

P. 668. In the rental of the Prince of Wales, in the 48th year of Edward III.

the revenues of the earldom of Cheſter are ſet down at 10821. 1 s. 9d per ann.

The Dee mills then produced a rent of 240l. per ann".

P. 61 o. Mr. Cuitt, an ingenious artiſt of Cheſter, by whom we were favoured

with the drawing for the plate at p. 448, has lately publiſhed a ſet of etchings

of the rows and other ancient buildings in the city: an inſide view of the

rows will alſo be found in the Britannia Depicta, which accompanies this work;

an idea could hardly be formed of them from mere deſcription.

P. 623. In St. John's church is the following epitaph for the late Thomas Fal

coner Eſq. a much eſteemed inhabitant of this city, who has left proofs of his claſſical

* See p. 844. " Record in the Tower.

5 P2 erudition
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erudition in his notes on Strabo, lately brought forwards to public notice, by

the Oxford edition of that author, publiſhed by his nephew, the Rev. Thomas

Falconer of Corpus-Chriſti college. “M. S. Thomas Falconer, armigeri, filii natu

maximi Gulielmi Falconer Arm, qui per plures annos officium propraetor's

huius urbis gerebat, et Eliza: filia Ranulphi Wilbraham de Townſend in comitatu

Ceſtriae Armigeri, conjugis ejus. Vir fuit literarum elegantiis et morum comitate

egregie ornatus, memoria praeditus vix credibili, et induſtriá quae nec laborinec

aegritudini diuturnae ſuccubuit. Maxima autem laus eſt quod benevolentiã vitae,

integritate, et erga Deum pietate, nemini fuit impar. Obiit 4to die Septembris,

A. D. 1792, aetatis ſuae 56. Vale vir, ſumme pietatis pariterac literarum exemplar,

Vale. Frater" tui amantiſſimus, hocce exiguum quamvis ca:notaphium ” virtutibus

tuis ſacrum poſuit.”

P. 626, 627. Among ſome notes taken by Francis Baſſano, (who is ſaid

to have been a ſon-in-law of the laſt Randal Holme) in the Marquis of Bucking

ham's collection at Stowe, there is mention of ſeveral memorials of the Brownes

of Nether. Legh and Upton, in Saint Mary’s church, and that of Peter Cotton,

deſcended from the Cottons of Cotton-Wood, i716. It is ſtated in theſe notes,

that the laſt Randal Holme, (who died in 1707) had a ſon of the ſame name,

and four daughters, who died before him.

P. 632. Thomas Cowper Eſq., anceſtor of the late recorder of Cheſter,

died in 1671 ; the year 1642 erroneouſly here inſerted, was the date of his

mayoralty.

P. 635, 636. The term for which ten of the boys are boarded is two years;

the number of green cap boys was increaſed to ninety in 1868; twelve guineas a

year is now given for each boy’s board. The permanent income of the ſchools

in 1808, was 31 l. 2 ſ. 1d. fºr ann. "; the annual ſubſcriptions for 1808, were

365/. I s. 6d. ; the parochial collections 1121. 13 s. c.3 d., making altogether

the income of that year 739/. 63.7% d. Dr. Bell’s method of inſtruction has been

adopted both in theſe and in the Sunday ſchools, which have been lately revived to

a conſiderable extent, and with great proſpect of ſucceſs; and in addition to the

Sunday ſchool for girls, in which there are about one hundred and ten children,

ſix ſchools of induury, in each of which are forty children, have been eſtabliſhed

this year (18og); the vacancies in the ſchools of induſtry being filled up from

time to time from the Sunday ſchool. The new building, called the Union-Hall,
o2

• William Faiconer, M. D. of Bath. * He was buried in St. Michael's church.

* The account in p. 636, was given us in 1805, or 1896.

Ó bes
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belonging to the Yorkſhire merchants (uſed by them only at fair times) has been

engaged as a Sunday ſchool-room for the boys, and is capable of containing five

or ſix hundred children. It is the intention of the benevolent promoters of this

plan to make the Sunday-ſchool a ſtep to the green-coat and blue-coat ſchools.

The annual ſubſcription to this charity amounts to about 2001. per ann.

P. 641. The ancient manſion belonging to Mr. Ince, is now in the occupation

of the Hon. Mrs. J. Grey.

P. 646. Mrs. Ravenſcroft has lately ſold her intereſt in the houſe at Daven

ham, to Mr. Harper.

P. 649. Part of Winsford-bridge is in the townſhip of Wharton, in the pariſh

of Davenham ".

P. 650. l. 22. Read “ the late Duke of Portland.”

P. 655. We are informed that very little of the original building of Faton

Hall has been retained, though the principal part of the houſe occupies the ſame

ſite. A plan and elevation of the old houſe may be ſeen in Campbell's Vitruvius

Britannicus, Vol. ii. p. 35, 36,

P. 678. Since the account of Malpas has been printed we have been favoured

with the communication of the following very remarkable entries in the pariſh

regiſter at that place, relating to the ravages of that dreadful diſorder the plague,

which ſwept away a whole family in the townſhip of Bradley. The circumſtance

of a man being induced to dig his own grave, from the convićtion that the ſlender

and fickly remnant of his houſehold were unable to provide him with the rites

of ſepulture, preſents that dreadful calamity to our imagination, in a more awful

and horrific view than any of the many diſtreſſing particulars we remember to

have met with concerning it.

“ 1625.”

“Thomas Jefferie, ſervant to Thomas Dawſon of Bradley, buryed the xth daye

of Auguſt, in the night, he dyed of the plague ;– before this was buryed

a daughter of the ſayd Thomas Dawſon's, but not of the ſicknes, as it is

thought. -

“Richarde, the ſonne of Thomas Dawſon of Bradley, (that died of the plague.)

buryed the xIIIth daye of Auguſt, in the night, 1625, nihil.

“ Raffe Dawſon, ſonne of the afforeſayd Thomas, came from London about

xxvth of July laſt paſt, and being ſicke of the plague, died in his father's howſe,

: See an account of the market and fair held there, p. 720.
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and ſoe infected the ſayd howſe and was buryed, as it is reported, neare unto his

father’s howſe.

“ Thomas Dawſon of Bradley, died of the plague, and was buryed the xvith

daye of Auguſt, 1625, abovt III" of clocke, after midnight, nihil.

“ Elyzabeth, the daughter of the afforeſayde Thomas Dawſon, died of the

plague of peſtelence, and was bured the xx of Auguſt, 1625, nihil.

Anne, the wyffe of John Dawſon, ſonne of the aſſorſed Thomas Dawſon, died

of the plague of peſtelence, and was buryed the xxth of Auguſt.

“Richarde Dawſon, (brother to the above named Thomas Dawſon of Bradley)

being ficke of the plague, and pceyveing he muſt die at y' tyme, aroſe out of

his bed, and made his grave, and cauſed his nefew, John Dawſon, to caſt ſtrawe

into the grave, wch was not farre from the howſe, and went and layd him

down in the ſayd grave, and cayſed clothes to be layd uppon, and ſoe dep'ted

out of this world; this he did, becauſe he was a ſtronge man, and heavier than

his ſayd nefew, and an other wench were able to burye; — he died about the

xxIIIjth of Auguſt; thus much I was credibly tould he did, 1625.

“John Dawſon, ſonne of the above-named Thomas, came unto his father, when

his father ſent for him, being ſicke, and haveing layd him downe in a dich, died

in it the xxixth daye of Auguſt 1625, in the night.

“ Roſe Smyth ſervant of the above named Tho: Dawſon, and the laſt of y'

howſehould, died of plague, and was buryed by W* Cooke, the vih daye of

September, 1625, near unto the ſayd howſe.”

P. 644. Sir Richard Brooke has given the Minſhull eſtate to his brother,

Thomas Brooke Eſq. -

P. 712. The lands in Wardle, given by Sir John Crewe, conſiſt of about

twenty ſtatute acres.

P. 716, note, (). Joſeph Lyon Eſq. is dead, and has been ſucceeded in his

eſtates by his ſon J. H. Lyon Eſq. -

P. 717. l. 29. The family name is written Kenworth in ſeveral ancient

pedigrees.

P. 725. Birtles was purchaſed by Mr. Hibbert's father.

P. 726. Foxwiſt was ſold by William Duncalfe, to Sir Urian Legh in 1609.

P. 727. Mr. Parker's ſeat at Aſtle was formerly called the Milne-houſe, and

was in Webb's time (1622) the ſeat of a branch of the Henſhaws", ſuppoſed to

be extinct.

Vale. Royal.
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P. 745. By the conditions of the act of Parliament for the foundation of Chriſt

church, or chapel in Macclesfield, Mr. Roe the founder was to give the ſum of

20cl. for augmenting the endowment of Rainow and Saltersford chapels. .

P. 764. Sandbach croſſes ſhould have been mentioned in this page, with a

reference to p. 459–461.

P. 781. In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1803, Part i. p. 497, is a figure

and deſcription of a gold ring, of the kind mentioned in Dr. Shaa's will, found

near Coventry, on which were repreſented the five wounds of Chriſt, enamelled,

with a motto for each, viz. “ The well of pitty—the well of merci—the well of

comfort—the well of gracy—and the well of everlaſtingh lyffe.”

P. 786. Hyde married the heireſs of Norbury about the reign of Edward II.

See p. 388.

P. 787. The Rev. Rowland Egerton has lately, (in 1809) purchaſed the

great tythes of Guilden-Sutton of Sir J. T. Stanley Bart., who has reſerved the

patronage of the living. *

P. 797. l. 21. Now Dowager Marchioneſs of Ianſdown.

P. 810. The preſent proprietor of a moiety of Huxley is George Wilbraham

Eſq. of Delamere-Lodge, by inheritance from the Wilbrahams of Nantwich, an

anceſtor of whom married the heireſs of Joſhua Clive. Mr. Alderſey purchaſed

the whole of Lord Crewe's eſtate, except a few cottages.

P. 815. There is not any copy of Nixon's prophecies now at Oulton. Such

a copy is ſpoken of in one of the printed accounts of his life.

P. 384. We have recently learnt that the repreſentative of the family of

Hollingworth of Hollingworth in Mottram, is Benjamin Hollingworth Eſq. of

Dalſton near London, whoſe uncle bequeathed the old hall at Hollingworth to his

wife, by whom, or by her executors, it was ſold to Mr. Samuel Hadfield of

Mancheſter, uncle of Mr. George Hadfield, the preſent proprietor.

I N D E X
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N A M ES AN ID T IT I, E. S.

The Titles of the Nobility and the Names of Kings or Princes are printed in Italics.

Aſsheton, 509. 5 11.

Aſtbury, #”.'.
Aſtley, 4oz, 672. 749. 783.

784.

Aſton, 3cy, 3 to. 348, 354. 369.

4o I. 472. 475. 522. 55 2.

63o. 662, n. 688. 691,.692.

699, 756, 757, 758.

Afton, 315.569.

Athelwolf, 557.

Atherton, 527.

Auchington, 395.

Audley, 367, 377. 392. 477,

478. 486. 493. 500. 502.

539: 533, n. 548.559. 560.

706, 707, n. 767.

4udley, 395,306,307. 392.447.

456. 488. 533. 706, 767.

767.799, 828. 829, n. 834.

Auguttine Saint, 303.

Auranches, or Avranches, 297.

349. -

B.

A BINGDoN, 691.

Abnett, 732.

Ackers, 403. 492.768.

Aćton, 373. 377. 5oo. 504.

711, n. 732.

Adam, 823.

Adams, 624. 717.

Adlington, 567.

Agden, 516.

Aikin, 6oz, n. 735, n.

Aiſlabie, 503.

Aketon, 5 16.

Albini, 499.

Alburgham, 665.

Alcock, 359. 745.

Aldely m, or Audlem, 494, 495.

Alderſey, 3oz. 348. 355. 362.

4ol. 466. 497. 546. 552.

614. 616. 623.640. 644.

795. 806. 81 o. 834. 841.

847. -

Aldeton or Aldington, 540.691.

713. 72 o.

Aldford, 375. 377. 480. 482,

483. 484. 663. 689.

Alexander, 81 I.

Alfred, 297. 303. 461. 557.

Algitha, Queen, 558.

Allen, 377. 459. 472. 776.

Allen, 485. 5 1, 512.

Aloor, 678. 684.

Alphonſo IV, King of Arragon,

545 .

Alphonſo, Prince, 813.

Alager, 377. 491, 5oo, $ot.

Altanton, 472.

Vol. II,

Alvanley, 660.

Alvanley, 352. 660.

Alvaſton, 713.

Amorye, 588, 589, n. 59c.

Amſon, 420, n.

Andrews, 628.

Anne, Queen, 692.

Anne, Queen of James I. 385.

5 14, n.

Anton, 670.

Antrobus, 355. 362. 402.482.

491 - 532, 533. 539, 753.Arclyd, 766. x 533, 539- 7.5

Arder, or Arderne, 348. 352.

355. 362. 364. 368. 38o.

388. 395. 4or. 406. 459.

462. 469. 48o. 483, 5 1.

515. 547. 574. 660, 661.

662,663. 669. 684, n. 696.

706. 7 18. 72 i. 733, 734.

745, n. 779, 78o. 782, 783.

786. 789, 790. 792, 793.

797, 798. 799.8o3.812.

Ardglaſs, 831.

Armitſtead, 766. Soo.

Arnwaye, 591, 593, n. 595, n.

Arthur, Prince, 562. 595.

Arundel, 499. 544. 561. 660.

721. 8oz.

Aſhbrooke, 716.

Aſhley, 361. 511. 523, n. 659.

Aſhmole, 627. 825.

Aſhton, 391. 4oz. 407. 522.

537. 697, n. 698, 796.

§ 11, 8 l8.

Aſkham, 772.

5 Q

Bachepuz, 499.

Bacon, 477. 740, 746.754.

Bagnall, 488.

Bagot, 517, n. 707, n.

Baguley, 483. 511. 554, 697.

724. 7 8 K,

Baillot, ...; 785

Baker, 784.826.

Ball, 398.

Bataao, 608, n.

Bamford,
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Bamford, 555.

Bamville, 367. 407, n. 506.

Banaſter, 630.

Banks, 575, n.

Banner, 659.

Bardolph, 653.

Barker, 794, 81 1.

Barlow, 51 i. 743.

Barnes, 678.

barnſton, 355. 363. 392. 484.

618, 619. 656, 657. 721.

8o3. 823.

Barrow, 477. 618.

Barry, 348. 403,519,539. 661.

665. 755. 811, 812.

Barrymore, 396.499. 539. 659.

661. 755.812:

Barton, 377. 656, 657.

Baſkervyle, 348, 355, 362. 366.

667. 733.

Baſano, 355, n. 468. 479, n.

844.

Baſſet, 35o. 444, n. 796, ".

Baſſet, 705.

#. $3.
Bate, 830, 831.Bath, 691. 707- z

Bathurſt, 755.

Bavand, 395. 398. 518. 641.

baxter, 641. 654, n. -

Bayley, 496. 504. 767, n. 769.

772. 822. 832.

Bºbington, 377. 446.

Becheton, or Bechton, 506, n.

540. 664,767.

Wechinton, 506, n.

Becket, 442. 475. 595. 517.

659.

Bedford, 469, 514, n. -

Beech, 743, n. 744.

B cº, 499, n.

Becſton, 372. 383. 404: 475.

545, 546, 547. $49,559.

$5%. 638. 66i. 767. 834.

. 655.

Belgrave, 352.655.

Bii, 844. 352.655

Bellaſys, 744.

Berington, or Berrington, 377.

388. 393. 767.

Berks, 710.

Berkſhire, 514, n. 616. 719.

Berthington, 52 I

Bertie, 654.

Berwick, 8oz. .

Betherton, 826, n.

Beverley, 618.

Bexton, 672.

Bickerton, 679. 686. 838.

Bigland, 353, n.

Birch, 514.

Birchells, 377. 725.

Birchelſey, 446.

Birches, 539.

Bird, 324, 371. 378. 572. 623.

639. 638. 666. 680. 682.

O2.

Birkenhead, 373. 377.

497. 537. 627. 66

812. 827. -

Birtles, 377.725. 837

Biſet, 705.

Black, 404.

Blackamore, 377.

Blackburn, 533. 760.

Blair, or Blean, 659.

Blackenhall, 827.

Bland, 555.

Blount, 715.

Blundeville, 30.o. 349, 377.

407, n. 439. 533- 548

603, 604. 625. 637. 658.

681. 766. 817.

Blunt, 629.

Bohun, 548.

Bold, or Bould, 395. 669. 670,

721. SoS.

Bolen, 481.

Bollington, 512.

Bolton, 495.

Bonetable, 535.

Bonner, 646.,

Boodée, 403. 8c7.

2, 8 Io.

Booth, 314, 315. 348. 359.

352, 353, 355 m, 356.

369, 370. 379. 381, n.

386. 393, n. 424. 465,

466. 468. 484. 498. 508.

38o. 441.

Borlace, 623.

Boſtock, 348. 368. 372. 374,

375.377.404. 469,485, tº

5.7. 573, n. 623. 647. 64.

683. 690, 691. 720. 768.

8oo. 834. 836.

Botiler, 643.

Bott, 426 704.

Boughton, 714. 791, n.

Boulton, 776.

Bourchier, 7 o'7.

Bourdeaux, SoS, 809.

Bowden, 395. 5cº.

Bower, 356. 371. 407.801. 820,

Bowneſs, 744.

foydell, 338. 370, 377: 339.
442. 475, 476. 485-594.
523. 539. 651. 953: 064,

66;, 666. 673, 685. 83%

837.

Brabazon, 8o3.

Bracebridge, 374. 492. 547:

Brackley, 473-651.

Bradbourne, 8o3.

Braddock, 831, 832.

Bradford, 61%. 628. 818. 838.

Bradford, 691. 722.

Bradſhaw, 398. 466. 489, 518.
571, n.572, n. 626, n. 619.

$31,633. 634, 75+ 785.

8oo. 805.

Brampton, 512.

Brandon, 483. 528.

Braſſey, 355. 362,363, n. 6*.
Bray, 363. rt.

isºme, 355.362.382.471-83+

Bredbury, 782, 783:

Brereton, 399, 319. 3 11, 312,

313, 314.323, ” 348.350.

35%, 353. 361, 37° 33’

37. 379. 386. 39° 4:3:

...7. 4.56.458.467, " +7°.

481. 484, 485,487. 49."

493. 498. 568, 592 5'.
515. 516, 547, 518, 537,

º, #35. 364,585, 3.
$68.576. 588, 6-3, ". 627.

629. 631.640. 647. 659.

652. 655.663, n. 666. 672.

Å;7, 6;8, 6.9. 6.3 º'
685, 686. 688, 689, 694,

69%, 7co. 719, 73° 1.

736, n. 736, 737: 74° 742.

# 9.7%. 773, 174 º'

§ 789. 798. 895. 812,2

Bellew, Belleau, or Bella Aqua,

8oo.

Bellin, 593.

*; 353, 377.387. 486. 492.

23.

Belward, 350.

- B-miſon, 388. 819.

Bºnnet, 398. 629. 63o. 654.

668. 669. 716. 774. 823.

Beresford, 554. 767. 74. 823.

509, 510. 512, 513, 544.'

515. 522. 555.568, 569.

ôo.1, n. 615, 616. n. 629.

643. 681. 697, n. 698. 715.

719. , 724. 727. 731. 733.

743. 770, 787. Soz. 819.

82d, 82 I.

Bootle, 369, 487.

42. c 16

Breretºn, 352. 374. 49°, "5"

805, n.8) i.
Brere:
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".

Brerewood,381.393.496.614, n.

627. 635.

Breſſey, 355. 362, 363. 681.

822. 827, 828. 832.

Bret, 398.

Bretland, 398. 696. 698. 786,

787.

Brett, 377. 646.

I}rickhul, SoA.

I}rideeak, 743.

Brideſmere, 827. 838.

Bridgewater, 365. 419. 422,423.

473. 551. 628, n. 651. 685.

.., 749, 754. 893.

Bridgman, 353. 499. 518.551.

, 699. 722. 785.

Briggs, 631.

Brindle. , 362. 377. 395. 423

714. 754, 822.

Briſtol, 756, n.

Broadhurſt, 401. 743.

Brock, 618. 627. 630. 641,

642. 759. 794. 797. 833.

Brocklehurſt, 731.

Brodhurſt, 599. 617. 685. 839.

Brokeſby, 742, 743.

Broadfield, Soo.

Bromhale or Bromhall, 357. 368.

706. 73}. 782. 784. S30.

Bromley, 353. 378, 379. 389.

492. 469, 47.o. 472- 475

477, 478.494, n. 498.55o.

657. 683. 687. 713. 826.

Bronton, 558.

Brook-, 348. 354, 355. 363.

387. 4C3. 423. 529. 531.

536. 539. 665. 683. 685.

(92. 714. 726, 727. 733.

740. 741, n. 746, 748, 74).

754. 757, 758, 759, 760,

761, 762, 703, 764. 797.

829. 835. 84o. 840.

Brookſbank, 732, 733.

Broomhall, 713.

Broſter, 31 o, n. 398. 642.

Broughton, 348. 354, 356, 495.

503, 5o.4. 555. 645. 677, n.

722. 822. S26, 827, 828,

829, 83o, 83 i, 832. . .

Browe, 446. 544, 545, n. 641.

Browne, 398. 47S. 629. 667.

683. 692. 706. 725, n.

726. 732, n. 737, n. 741, n.

744, n. So.1. 844.

Browning, 706.

Brownſwerd, 74 ſ, 742.

Bruce, 514, n

Bruen, or bruyn, 378. 389, 539.

618. 794. 796. 797, 798.

8o3, 804. 810.

Bryde, 378. 682, n.

Buckingham, 641, 738. 751, n.

841. 844.

Buckworth, 356, 371. 494.

Budworth, 519.

Bulkeley, 355. 362, 363, 364,

369, 378. 389. 472. 477.

515. 534. 547. 552. 554,

555. 62o. 647. 65o. 678.

68ſ. 686. 687, 688, 697.

714. 751. 77.1. 834.

Bulkeley, 353. 363. 393. 515.

554.650. 73 ſ. 734. 741, n.

779, 780, 781.

Bullen, 678, n.

Bullock, 488. 528. 744, n.

Bunbury, 348. 354. 372. 390.

442, n.541,542. 547.565, n.

58.2. 623. 692. 722. 776.

8oz. 842. .

Burges or Burgeſs, 378. 522.

Burghall, 466. 471. 548, 549.

673. 688. 7oo, n.

Burnell, 35o. 617, n. 645. 676.

702. 706.

Burroughs, 696.

Burſcoe, 712, n.

Buſby, 574, n.

Butler, 627, n.

Button, 563.

Butts, 460, n.

Byley, 693.

Byrd, 378.

Byrne, 354, 356.366. 531. 650.

Byrom, 665.

Byron, 309. 31 1. 565.

Byron, 31c, 311, 314. 47.o. 5oo.

5oz. 565. 567. 568, n.

681. 68S. 7ce. 82).

\

C.

Cadwall, 557.

Cadwan, 393, 557.

Caldecote, 364. 378. 773.

Calfe, 644, 686.

Calvely, 307. 327. 348, 357.

363, n. 378,379. 353. 388.

392. 399. 404, 446, 447.

542, 543, 544, 545. 559.

620, 62 i. 644. 665, 666,

(67. 681. 692. 722. 739.

774. 829, n. 837.

Camden, 379 439,435,436,447.

Camville, 733. -

3 Q 2

Capel, 309. 3 io, 473.478, 7co.

Sapenhurſt, 775.

Capesthorne, 378. 393. 726.

Capper, 710.

Carbonel, 693.

Carden, 379. 805.

Carr, 514, n. 532.

Carrington, 379,445. 484. 5 2.

515. 698.

Cartwright, 399. 573, n. 673.

Carwarthyn, 805.

Caſtlehaven, 392.

Catherall, 384- 395. 466. 806.

Caunville, 733.

Cavendiſh, 514, n.

Cawarden, 684, n.

Cawley, 472.
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Henry VII., 562.

Henry VIII., ibid.

Henry, Prince of Wales, 589.

Henry IV. Emperor of Germany,

558.575.

Henry V, Emperor of Germany,

5 §8. -

Henſhº, 383. 732, 846.

Henhull, 503.

759.

Hertford, 308.

Hervey, 369. 756.

Heſelwall, or Heſſelwall, 383.

666,667. 804.

Heſketh, 555.

Hewet, 377.

Hewitt, 472. 729.

Heyes, 396.

Heyford, 748.

Heyworth, 826.

Heys, 788.

Heywood, 383,384. 481. 538.

716, n.

Hibbert, 402. 725,741, n. 846,

Hiccock, 776.

Hiccocks, 822.

Hiccockfor, 645.

Hickin, 732.

Higden, 556, 557.590, 634.

Hignet, 641, 642. 653.

Hignett, 795.

Hºlditch, 767.

Hill, 4oz. 627. 677, 679. 691.

805. 825. 829, 830.

Hinton, 399. 789, 790.

Hitchcock, 573, n. 822.

Hoare, 8o3.

Hobart, 661.

Hobſon, 820.

Hockenhull, 356.383,384,385.

404. 774. 797. Sio. 822,

823, 824. 837, 839,

Hodgkins, 713, n.

Hodgſon, 38.1, n.,

Hoghton, 38.1, n.

Holbein, 514.

Holcroft, 453. 508. 538. 693.

719. 81 I. 814. 817, 818.

Holes, So?.

Holford, 348. 363. 372. 376.

404: 472. 529.535, 536,

537. 339. 646. 649. 665.

681. 834. 836.

Holinſhed, 383,384,482.483.

544. 556.733. 745.

Holland, 348. 425. 407. 422.

43o. 537. 548, 696, 753.

Hollar, 563.

Hollingworth, 384. 697.

Holme, 385.429. 466,467,468.

483. 506. 562, n. 565, n.

567. 575: 576. 619, 622.

626. 656. 665, n. 84 i.

844.

4: Holt,
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Holt, or Holte, 374, n. 442.

485. 516, 517.665. 694.

Honford, or Hondford, 389.

446, 449. 485. 493. 555.

Hoole, 722. -

Hooton, or Hoton, 367. 384.

653. 776, -

Hope, 403. 723.

Hopley, 683.

Horden, 758.

Horſley, 430. 436.461.

Horton, 384. 390. 402. 473.

491. 538. 642, n. 677. 679.

826.

Hotham, 802.

Hough, 384. 494. 553. 659.

667. 670. 698. 716. 747.

753. SoS. 821. 830.

Houghton,512. 630.

Hovedon, 437.

How, 574, n.

Howard, 514, n. 616, n. 719.

Howe, 628.

Hudſon, 570.

Hughes, 4or. 617. 839.

IHulfield, 796.

Hulgrave, 396. 552. 691.

Hulley, 790.

Hulme, 385. 491. 734, n

Hulſe, 379, 38o. 385.388, 389.

519. 53o. 571. 645. 672

687. 689. 690. 695. 765,

766. 823.

Hulton, 399. 785.

Hunſterſon, 83 c.

Hunt, 498.623.

Hunter, 4oz. . . .

Huntingdon, 447. 487. 537

Huntington, 652. -

Huntingtour, 474.

Hurleſtone 310. 385. 601. 618,

619. 627. 688. 72 i. 723.

Huxley,377. 379,385.473.796.

8 Io. 8
. 837.

Hyde, 385.388. 618.659. 662.

697. 780. 784. 785, 786.

I.

Idingſhall, 618, n.

Ince, 382. 399. 4oo. 4oz, 484.

564, 641. 644,845.

Ingenlator, Goo, n.

Ingham, 513.

Ireland, 665. 812.

Iſabel, Queen, 62o. 715.

Iſherwood, 403. 785.

Irvine, 756.

J.

Jackſon, 388. 505, 512. 522.

626. 645. 766, 767.

Jacſon, 670. 721.

james 1., 458. 537. 563, 564.

579. 589. 7oz. 739. 755.

789. 814, 815.

James II., 814.

Janſen, 514.

Jarvis, 630.

Jeffrey, 845.

Jeffries, 315.

Jeffereys, 5 o').

Jervis, 680. 767.

Jodrell, 356. 371.402.407.727.

741, n. 77 o. 801.

john, King, 3o4. 306. 559.

john of Etham, 62o. 715.

ohn of Gaunt, 761.

Johnſon, 488. 515. 629, 665.

Jolly, 565, n. 634. 842.

Jones, 312,313. 418. 566. 630,

63 i. 638. 639, n. 650.
797, n. w

K.

Kardiff, 832. \

Keene, 507. 573.

Kelles, 351.

Kelly, 771.

Kelſall, 356. 366. 5oo, 501.

555. 651. 797. 834.

Kenrick, 623.

Kent, 504.

Kent, 399. 788. 790.

Kenworthy, 367. 717.

Kenyon, 684.

Kerfoot, 515.

Kevelioc, 383. 506. 727 744.

75o. -

Keymer, 488.

Kiffin, 55o.

Killigrew, 514, n.

Kilmorey, 308. 315. 353. 373.

º:... 496. 528,

29. 618, 6.19. 759. 772.

King, 465. 624. ...9 77

Kingſley, 38o. 382. 386. 392.

*-

406, n. 522. 540,661,662.

792. 811, 812.

Kingſton, 506. 824.

Kingſley, 356. 377. 382. 715, n.

769. 770.

Kip, 513. 655.

Kirkham, 541.

Kneller. 514. 814.

Knight, 323. 496. 686.

Knighton, 558.

Knolles, 446. 476. 543, 544,

545, n- -

Knotsford, 370. 386,

Knowles, 659.

Knutsford, 770.

L.

Lacy, 30o. 350. 485, a 48%

489, 49%. 522, 523.536."

603. 629. 673.675.682.”

748. 754. 757, 758, 759,

760, 761.771,777. 787.

Laken, 506.

Lambard, 543, n.

Lambert, 315. 569.

Lancaſter, 639. 709.

Lancaſter, 306, 307. 350. 49.

506. 324, n. 544.54%

§61. 696. 761, 762.834

Lancelyn, 504,525. 661.

Landon, 373. 377, n.

Lane, 782.

Langdale, 313.535. 566.

Langham, 509.

Langley, 395.

Langton, 552

Lanſdown, 399. 791. 797.

Lant, 525, n. 526, n. $27,518.

Larden, 773. 8oo.

Largilliere, 514, n.

Latham, 367. 387. 396. 40”

441. 450. 467, 797.

Lathom, 820.

Latimer, 664, n.

Lauderdale, 569. 664, n.

Launcelyn, 386. 812.

Lawley, 65 I.

Lawrence, 684.

Lawton, 348. 356. 366. 403.

431. 501. 673.

Le Strange, 476. 506.

Lea, or Lee, 386. 404, 465.

Leadbeater, 503. 772.

eather, 53 i.L , 53 Leche,
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º

Leche, 3ro 348, 356. 366, 379.

385, 401, 4oz, 403. 617.

3. 657. 723. 805, 8c6.

39.

Ledſham, 821.

Lee, 534, 623. 63c. 719, 753.

817. 830, 831.

Leech, 366. 516.

Leeds, 3.16. 737. 686, n. 820.

742, n. -

Leeke, * 644. 766.

#: 822.

eftwich, 386. 388. 394, 534.

647, 648. 706, joy.

Legge, 442. 516, 517. 565.

Legh, 306. 308.348. 336,357,

358, 359, 360. 366. 390.

392 - 397. 4CI, 402, 4C3.

420, n. 485. 509.51 1, 512.

527. 534, 536, 541, n.

545, n. 547, 554. 561. 644.

662. 664. 666. 671, 672.

696. 708. 723, 724, 725,

726, 727, 728, 729.

739. 744, n. 745, 746, 747,

748, 749.760, n. 765.767.

78o. 783, 784. 786.

802. 813. 834.846.

Leiceſter, 353, 3.54. 356. 366,

367. 369. 465. 520, 52 i.

53o. 532. 535. 536, 537.

538, 539, 588. 650.

689. 694. 749.

Leiceſter, 563. 573, n.

Leigh, 356, 359.360. 369. 371.

382. 402. 424. 408. 527.

529. 534, 669. 674. 724.

747, 748. 766. 770. 8o3.

820. 835.

Leigh, 529.

Leighton, 661. 713, 716.

Leinſler, 351. 364. 536. 682.

Leland, 422. 703. 714, n,

Lely, 514, 814.

Leoni, 458: 728;

Leverſage, 356. 393. 739, 766.

768
/ vo.

Leveſon, 688.

Levett, 767.

Levinge, 575.

Lewgenor, 609, n.

Leyceſter, 299. 314, 316. 325.

348. 35o. 353. 355, n.

356, 360, n. 366, 367.

37o. 382, n. 391, 392.

Wol. II.

73 I.

Sol,

672.

404. 458. 465, 466. 475,

476. 48o. 508. 512, n.

529, 52 I. 523. 527, 528.

531, 53.2. 631. 642. 659.

673. 689, n. 695. 708, 7.09.

733. 749, 750, 751. 754.

757, n. 761, 762. 8 12.

..., 834, 839.

Lichfield, 313. 386, 643, 830.

Lightbody, 798.

Lincoln, 488, 489,490. 522.761.

Lindſey, 323. 622. 647.

Liſter, gº, 47

Litherland, 642.

Littler, or Littleover, 396. 813.

Littleboys, 752.

Littlebury, 469. 648. 7c6.

Litton, 759.

Lizours, 761.

Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, 306.

56o. 658.

Lloyd, 403. 575,674.737.841.

Loges, 732.

Longeſpee, 738.

Loraine; 514, n.

Loſtock, 374. 386, 387. 493.

52 o. 536

Love, 775.

Lovel, 642, n. 645. 696, 697.

705, n. 706, 7oy, n. 7 Io.

Lovel, 645. 696, 697. 706.

Lowe, 689, n.

Lowndes, 4or. 410. 486. 689.

694. 768.

Lowton, 662.

Lucan, 744.

Lucy, 357.727. 767. 782. 787.

Lunt, 744.

Lupus, 297,-298. 3o4. 347.

349,350, 351. 358. 449, n.

457. 462. 517. 559. 569.

57.2. 602, 603, 604. 617,

618, n. 621.630. 648.652.

659. 668. 676. 690. 699.

704. 730. 760. 779.8 to.

Lymme, 356, 359. 626, n. 674. ,

747.

Lyon, 716, 824. 846.

M.'

Macclesfield, 397.

Macclesfield, 352.382.483. 663.

8oz. 840.

* Erroneouſly ſpelt Luke in p. 644.

5 R.

Machell, 787:

Macklin, 822. 824.

Mackworth, 650, n. 834.

Maddock, 386. 399. 623.79:. .

797. -

Mainwaring, 339. 343. 353, 354.

356, 357. 36c. 368. 379.

3So. 388, 389, 3yo. 392. .

402. 4O4- 42O, n. 442,

447, 448, 449, 450. 47.o.

472. 483. 485. 488. 493.

498, 499. 518. 530. 536.

539. 552, 567. 574, 62o. n.

621, n. 629, 630. 633, 634. .

641, 642. 644, 645. 647.

656. 663, n. 681. 690.

706, 797, n. 708, n. 709, -

7 Io. 713, n. 716, 717.

726, 727. 731. 733. 736."

749, 75o, 751, 752, 753.

767. 769. 788. 795. 806.

: 809. 817, 818, 819.

5.

Muñº, or Maſterſon,

376. 38o. 7ol. 7c3.

7 o'), - 7 Io, 712, n.

789, n.

Majendie, 818.

Malban, 838.

Malbank, or Maldebeng, 35o. .

469, 47.o. 479. 699. 703, n. .

704. 706. 8oo. 822. 838.

Malbon, 399. 5oo. 504. 726.

838.

372.

708, ,

719.

Malcolm King of Scotland, 559.

Mallory, 399.695.

Malpas, 348, 350, 351. 374.

379. 382. 386. 389. 396. .

676, 677. 679. G8I. 683.

805. 827. .

Malpas, 351. 678. 835.

Maltravers, 706, n.

Malyn, 387. 485.

Man, 572. 598.

Manley, 368. 372, 373. 377, n.”

504. 527. 630, 651, 662. -

720. 746.

Mansfield, 692.

Mara, 348. 624.

Marbury, or Melbury,348.386. .

389. 529, 530. 538. 651.

665. 690. 76c. 811, 812.

March, 561.

Margaret, Queen, 3cS. 562.828

• 841. -

Marl. 1
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Marlborough, 514, n.

Marriott. 459, n. -

Marrow, 312. 565, 566,

Marſh, 575. 625.

Marſhall, 4 Io. 527, 528, 6.5o.

Maſcey, 834.

M ſcie, 387. 485. 494, 495.

Maſon, 432.

Miſſ y, 337. 3 to. 3 15.

351, 369, 36 ſ. 367.

493. 441, 483. 494.

526, 507, 50%. 512,

5 12, 513. 515. 520.

53%. 552, 553, 554.

635. 643. 600. 671,

698. 716, 718, 731.

* 747, 749, 760. 7S2,

806. 830, 835, 840.

§. 360, n.

Maſlie, 348, 356.357, 360.

484. 643. 656, 657.

679, 6So. 688. 799.

8 : S. S35.

Mather, 731.

Maud Empreſs, 559.

Maurice, Prince, 312, 313.

566.

Maxwell, 608, n.

Mayo, 654, n.

Meakim, 712.

Meath, 514, n.

Mellor, 825.

Meoles, 387. 670, 807,

837.

Mercia, 297. 363. 349.

557. 572. 610, 621.

348.
3.29.

497.

5 I I,

534.

6 8.

672.

746,

783.

361.

674.

809,

549.

808.

437.

655.

753.

Mere, or Mayer, 387. 512. 540.

7.48745.

Meridith, 438, n. 515. 7
2
4.

727.

Merſhton, 446.83).

Merton, 316, n. 366. 667.

817.

Meſchines, 630, 661, 663.
Meſnilwarin or Meſnilwaren,360.

487. 750.

Meſfington, 797.

Middlehurſt, 665.

§. 634, 635.illington, 387. 748, -

i. $3.7 748, 753

Milton, 475. 831.

Mitton, 3i f

Minſhull, 348. 352. 381,n, 38.

494. 471. 475 501, 505,

705.

526, 663, n. 691,.692,

695, 7os, 899 $19,

Minſkull, 352.

Mitley, 378.

Mº, 387, 535. 537, 694.

694,

837.

y -

nº 483, 484. 663,

732. Sºo.

Moira, 763.

Mºlineux, 308, 384. 627, n.

Molineux, 315. 569.

Mompeſion, 81 1.

Moncton, 744.

Monk, 311. 47.o.

Monkton, 392. 744.

Monmouth, 315.

Montalt, 62o. 628, 714,

725, 769, n.

Montall, 479.

Montacute, 715.

Montford, 542.

Montfort, 349, 548. 560.

Montgomery, 514, n.

Moore, 403. 485.

Mordaunt, 483. 498, n. 663, n.

634.

715.

More, 383.387. 484. 504. 760.

83o.

Moreton, 372. 374, 377, 386,

$37, 403. 441. 457. 481.

487. 492, 493. 539. 689.

692. 767.

Moreſbarrow, 377.

Morgall, 497.

Morgan, 617. 776.

Morgell, 630.

Morley, 62o.

Morris, 614, n.

Mort, 493, 485. 538.

Mortimer, 690.

Mortimer, 306.

Moſley, 3io. 555. 644. 666.

68o. 688.

Moſton, 387. 809.

Moſtyn, 384. 394. 547. 550,

I. 641. 7 i 5, 716.

Mod:...”
Motterſhed, 480. 726. 731. 839.

Mottram, 388. 544, 545. 730.

738. 837.

Mouldſworth, 798.

Mºlº, 391. 4oo. 657.

798.

Mowbray, 393, n.

Muſkerry, 662.

Murray, 692.

635.

N,

Naylor, 4to.

Needham, 348, 372, 373 378, n.

472, 496, 528, 562, 759.

771.

Nº. or Nevitt, 644.685,686.

'74.

Nºos, n. 82S,

Newall, 599, n.

Newlarough, 351, 352.

Newburgh, 795.

Newport, 691.

Newſon, 793.

Newton, 381, n. 388. 404, 451.

691. 698. 726, 742, 763.

819, Szo, 821.

Nicholls, 325, n. 355, n. 467,

: jº, .# n, 623.641,

770, n. , 843.

Nº."

Nicholſon, 778, n.

Nield, 795.

N.';. n, 814, 815, 816,

847.

Noble, 485.

Nollekens, 575, n.

Norbury, 363. 370, 385, 388,

483. 687. 753, 847.

Norcop, 7 Io.

Norley, 662.

Northumberland, 307. 664.

Norreys, 757.

Norris, 380. 513. 611. 812,

Norris, 654.

Norton, 709, 7 Io. 745.

Nottingham, 561.

Nuers, 759.

Nuttal, 388,403. 662.

O.

Offley, 356, 371. 5oz. 614.632.

6
4O.

Olderſhaw, 799.

Oldeton, 388. 391.

Oldfield, 348. 372. 377. 386.

388. 391. 486. 493, 494.

626. 631. 648, 667. 699.

767.

Oldham, 568.

Old-haugh, 397. 808.

Oidington, 691.

Oldmixon, 815, 816, n.

Oliver,
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Pennant, 455, 466. 535. 540.Oliver, 722.

Orford, 678.

Orleans, 514, n.

Orme, 468. 786, n.

Ormſbie, 745,

Orrebie, or Orreby, 388, 389.

479. 548. 629. 645. 660.

663. 669. 684, n. 745.

796, n. 798. 829, 839.

Orred, 5o;, 506, 756.

Orton, 681.

Orwell, 351.

Oſbaldeſton, 497.

Oulton, 388. 476. 540. 691,

692. 713.7zo.

Overton, 386.389. 796.

Owen, 463, n. 515. 564.

Oxford, 392. 467. 514, n. 528.

612. 326, n. 628, 634, 716.

731. 795. 808.

P.

Page, 372, 373. 404. 820.

771.

Paget, 705, n. 7c6, 7 of.

Palin, 477.

Palmer, 486.

Parker, 352,353.389. 401, 469.

482, 483. 51 i. 618.672, n.

726,727. 733, 741, n. 753.

839, 846.

Parker, 352.

Parnell, 504. 633.

Parre, 497. 515.

Parſon, 740, n.

Partington, 389. 515. 836.

Partridge, 406. 7oz, n. 708.

* Io.

Paſey, 706.

Paſs, 555.

Patrick, 35o. 370, 372. 389.

541. 617. 676.

Patten, 822. 824.

Tattiſon, 490, 491.

Peckforton, 397. 550.

Peckham, 481.

Pedro IV., King of Arragon,

545.

Peele, 668.

Pegg, 524, n.

Pelham, 653.

Pembroke, 514, n.

Penketh, 898.

Penlington, 768.

559, n. 577, 593. Oo3, n.

608. 61 o 825.

Penrhyn, 538. 540.

Peover, 535.

Pºploe, 323, n. 540. 574, 575.

OO. .

Pepys, 551.

Percival, 436, 740.

Percy, 307. 511.

834.

Perin, 692.

Perryn, 382.404. 623. 804.

Perſºll, Perſhall, or Peſhall, 719.

817, 818, 827.

Pery, 732.

Peter the Cruel, King of Spain,

543. 562.

..., 543.

Phillips, 669.

Philpot, 818.

Pickering, 4oo. 404. 520. 758.

760. 795.

Picnere, 389. 530.

Pierpoint, 660.

Pierſon, 533.

Pigot, 351, n. 725, 726. 869.

Pillar, 737.

Pincerna, 63 1.

Pindar, 353. 618, 8co.

Plant, 766.

Plantagenet, 49.0. 761.

Plat, 696.

Pleſfitis, 706, n.

Plymley, 496.

Plymouth, 353. 797.

Piott, 524, n. 735, n.

Plowden, 573, n.

Poole, 354.372, 373.38o, n. 4oo.

403. 458. 495. 497. 519.

535. 653. 674. 686. 715.

775. 777

Pope, 754, n.

Popham, 573, n.

Porden, 655.

Porter, 742, n.

Porteus, 468.471, n. 512, n.

Portland, 650.

Portſmouth, 514, n.

Pott, or Potts, 4co. 431, 743.

775.

Potter, 638

Poutrell, 483.

Povey, 307.

Powell, 353, 507.

Powis, 492, 493: 651. 766. 768.

Pownall, 401.

5 R a.

Poyntz. 313. 566.

Praerº, 379. 351. 389. 394.4; 1,

472. 475. 498, 499. 5oz.

596, n. 647, 705. 721. 750.

796, 821. 825, 827, 828.

83o. 832.

Prenton, 389. 4oo. 824.

Preſcot, 429, 430, 650. 684.

693, 694. 719. 77 i. 781.

Preſtland, 363. 389.332.

Price, 421. 567, 508. 773.

776, n. 807.

Prideaux, 429.

Proëtor, 402. 772.

Pulſton, 773. 836.

Pulford, 389. 484. 644. 655.

745. Sog.

Pull, or Pulle, 715. 775.

Pulteney, 691. 792.

Pulton, 534.

Pynſon, 466.

R.

Raby, 611, 612. 716.

Radcliffe, 359. 512. 515. 696.

764, 765.

Raher, 649.

Ram, 488.

Ramſbottom, 387. 670.

Ramſey, 739.

Randolph, 818.

Ranelagh, 514, u.

Raven, 385, 389. 765.

Ravenſcroft, 38o. 384.389.645;.

646. 648. 651. 692. 832.

842. 845.

Rawdon, 490. 684. 763.

Rayne, 765.

Ready, 373. 377, n. 403. 504.

Reddiſh, 389. 651. 664, 605.

Reeve, 775.

Redware, 642.

Renwick, 391. 531.

Revell, 78o.

Rich, 374. 375.

Richard II., 298. 561.728. 761.

, , 833, 834.

Richards, 402. 641,

Richardſon, 4oz. 475, n. 496.

.,547,678. 775.

Richmond, 514, n. 659. 735.

755.

Rider, 512.

- Ridley, ,
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Ridley, 551.

1&igby, 403. 49S. 511.

Riparis, 700, n.

Ripley, 441, 442, n. 457.

839.

Rivers. 353. 390. 469,499.529.

647, n. 649. 659. 661. 665.

722. 739. 755. 799, Si 1.

Robarts, 514, n.

Roberts, 617. 619.

Robins, 732.

Robinſon, 505. 555, 650. 677.

679. 796.

‘Rode, 389. 486. 493.

Rodyerth, 725.

Roe, 697. 737. 739, 740. 847.

Roºlent, or Rolent, 632. 804.

Rogers, 398, n. 467, 468. 584.

. n. 593. 599, 623.

621.

55.

Rogerſon, 630.

‘Rooe, 40 l.

Rope, 389. 391.

832
32.

Roſtherne, 746.

Roter, 834.

Rothlent, 35o. 668.

Rouſe, 791, n.

Rowe, 389. 4o I. 736.

Rowley, 397. 788.

Rowlls, 724. 741, n.

Rowlance, 403. 692, 693.

Ruffus, 826, n.

Rulios, 669.796.809.

Runchamp, 536. 772.

Rupert, Prince, 312, 313. 549.

564. 566. GO-4 778.

Rutland, 561.

Rutter, 389. 390, 661. 758.

Ryle, 741, n. 786.

394. 831,

w

S.

Sadler, 47.o.

Saint Albant, 473. -

St. John, 816, n.

St. George, 601.

St. Pierre, 372. 384-390.445, n.

473. 529. 54 I. 548. 550.

560. 666. 677, 678, 679.

682 683, 684. 706. 739, n.

Salghall, 834.

*alſbury, 397. 561. 62o. 715.

725. 828. -

* Erroneouſly ſpelt Lemaa.

Salmon, 624. 690. 71 i. 733, n.

768. 830, 831, 832.

Saltersford, 352.

Sandbach, 39.0. 765, 766.

Sanderſon, 614, n.

Sandford, or Samford, 548.

7oo, n. 705, 706. 821.

Saundford, 515.

Savage, 3.28° 327, 328. 348.

352. 374. 376. 38o. 399.

394. 442. 450, 45 I. 499.

595. 516. 521. 547, 554,

555. 592, 593. 646, 647,

648, 649. 659. 661. 69 i.

796, 797. 715, 716. 72 ſ,

722. 727, n. 735. 738, 739.

749, n. 753.765.761.793,

794. 797. S I c.

Savage, 352. 755. 762.

Savenſby, 553. 794.

Schomberg, 670.

Scot, 349. 6c8. 817.

Scott, 668.

Scraſe, 81 i.

Scrope, 358.

Seaman,” (93.

Sedgwick, 403, 674.

Sefton, 498.

S-gar, 60 i.

Segrave, 548. 559.

Sellers, 641.

S:lden, 616, n.

Serjeant, 445.

Serjeaun, 623.

Seynſbury, 449. 839.

Shaº, 696, n. 697. 78c.

Shaftſbury, 514, n.

Snakerley, 315. 356. 371, 372.

388. 403. 487. 49c. 493,

494. 522. 535, 53%. 539.

65c. 689. 770.

Shalcroſs, 801.

Shavington, 397.

Shaw, 390. 483. 629. 645.7;2.

789: 799, n. 823.

Shelmerdine, 717.

Shenton, 397.

Sherbourn, 361.

Sherd, or Shert, 4oo. 497, n.

783.

Sheridan, 5o I.

Sherlock, 823.

Sherwin, 617, n.

Shipbrooke, 351.

Shipman, 565.

Shirley, 733.

Shocklach, 839.

Shotwick, 774. 839.

Shrewſbury, 3+8. 335. 392. 519.

53o. 540. 61 is 626, n.

627, n. 660, n. 685. 715,

716. 721, 722. 802. 823,

824.

Shrigley, 365. 390. 743,744.

Siddington, 732.

Silveſter, 407, n. 553. 653,

Singleton, 579.

Skerret, 473.

Sloane, 462.

Sloughter, t 759

Smallwood, 4oo. 484. 726.

Smart, So.4.

Smethwick, 390. 517, 518.

Smith, 353, 355. 391. 397. 401.

459. 405. 468.482, n. 495.

509. 51:. 516. 537. $53

575. 577. 578. 583, n. 618,

619. 637. 642.652, n. 691.

709, n. 739, 739, 753.796.

808. 825. 829. 830, 831,

832. 839.

Smyth, 403.745. 788. 846.

Snareſhull, 306. 561.

Snead, 373. 590, n.

Snelleſton, 753.

Snelſon, 727, 839.

Sueyd, 372, 373.475. 618, 639,

641. 714. 798. 822. 832.

Snow, 403. 629, 630.

Somerford, 377.388. 391. 486.

494.

Somerſet, 451.739. 814.

Somery, 499.

Soonde, 373.

Sparke, #3

Sparkes, 623, 624.

Sparrow, 503. 830,

Speakman, 795.

Speed, 656, 897.

Speer, 515.

Spencer, 544, 618, 779.

Sproſton, 794. -

Spurſlow, 391. 445. 545. 551.Štadham, 576. J

Stafford, 488. 641. 648. 706,

707, n.

Stafford, 306. 561. 641. 754,

Staley, or Staveley, 391. 697,

698.

Stalker, 552.

+ Erroneouſly ſpelt Stoughton.

Stamford,
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Stuart, 665.

Stubbs, 831.

Stukeley, 436.

Styche, 379.714.

Styles, 614, n.

Sulyard, 733.

Sumerfield, 767.

Surrey, 393. 561. 779.

sº. 3.; 591. 779

Sutton, 350. 366. 389. 392.

525. 664. 069, n. 676, 677,

678, 679. 744. 772. 782,

783. -

Swain, 851.

Swan, 743, n.

Swanwick, 392. 687. 837.

Swetenham, 356, 372. 377. 395.

423: 487. 494.

Swettenham, 356, 372. 403.

723. 725. 772. 788. 796.

Swinerton, or Swinnerton, 499.

774.

Sydney, 564.

Sylveſter, 505.

Symkin, 692. 794.

Symſon, 629.

T.

Tab'ey, 670, 671, 672, 748,

749.

Tagg, 475.

Talbot, 392. 497. 519. 532.

627, n. 695, 696. 792, n.

823. 808. 823. 825.

Taney, 560.

Tankerville, 727,

Tankerville, 729.

Tannatt, 680

Tarbock, 401.

Stamfºrd, 343. 351. 353. 370.

497. 484, 4S5. 508. 5 io,

5 i ſ , 512, 51.3, 514, 515.

696. 698. 819. 840.

Stanhope, 663.

Stanley, 348. 353, 354, 356.

362. 364. 367. 384. 393.

497, n. 412, 413. 442.

459. 462. 464, n. 479, n.

4So, 48', 482, 483,484.

487. 494, 497. 506. 514.

529. 540. 547. 551. 553,

554. 577. 629, 652, 653.

657, 670. 689. 694. 700,

797. 715. 718. 721. 725.

733, n. 742. 749. 753. 776.

785, 787, 892. Soo, 807.

819, n. Szo. 824.847.

Stanley, 361.367. 406, n. 407, n.

450. 469. 489. 627, n.

737.

Stanney, 7;

Stanton, 708.

Stapeley, 389. 391. 831.

Staplehurſt, 769.

Stapleton, 397. 733.738.

Starkey, or Starkiv, 31 o. 348.

388. 391. 394. 404. 443.

400. 476, 477. 491. 493.

52 I, 522. 531. 539. G88.

691, 692. 719, 720. 794.
81 I.

Staunton, 739.

Staveley, 698.

Steele, 4oo. 5co, 596. 548, 5.49.

824.

Stephen, King, 745.

Stephens, 682.768.

Stilfox, 533. -

Stockley, 648.

Stockport, 359.483. 698. 718.

73°, 73 to 777. 779. 782,

783, 784, 785, 786.

Stockton, 391, 392,395.083.

Stoke, 475.

Stones, 466. 637, n. 643, n.

Stonhewer, 7.45.

Storetor, 506. 653.

Strafford, 841.

Strange, 556, 51.3, 514. 649.

Strange, 506, n. 597. 564. 595.

Strangeways, 715.

Stratford, 574. 640.

Street, 405.

Stretton, 645.

Stringer, 371. 378, 658. 691.
799.

Tarlton, 4oz. 55o. 644. 666.

683. 8so.

Tarporley, 788.

Tattenhall, 363, n. 383. 392.

396. 399. 666.

Tatton, 312. 356. 365. 367,

368, 400. 442, 443. 481.

511. 515. 686. 698. 7 (7,

718, 749, 750. 775. 784.

786, 787.

Taylor, 38o. 387. 400, 401, 403.

493:495,674, 849.
Thickneſſe, 6So.

Thomas, 650. 794.

Thomaſen, 795. 814.

Thorpe, or Throppe, 314.400.
6oo

Thornton, 383,384. 386. 392.

406, n. 661, 662. 716.802.

812. 823.

Thornycroft, 356. 368. 383.

391. 404: 493. 517. 732.

74 ſ, n.

Thorold, 748.

Thouars, 564, n.

Thruſh, 712. -

Thurſtanton, or Thurſtaſton,383.

834.

Tibermont, 667.

Tiderington, or Titherington,

392. 398.

Tildeſley, 371. 823.

Tillotſon, 397, n.

Tilſon, 68o.

Tilſton, 397. 632. 798. 805, n.

Jo. S38.

Timperley, 515.

Tipping, 402.820.

Toft, 366, 376. 392. 475, n.

536, 673. 837.

Tomkinſon, 355, n. 368. 4oz.

459. 479, 471, 472, 473,

474. 476. 496. 504. 646,

647. 649. 690. 720, 836.

84o.

Topping, 404. 650.

Torkington, 372. 376. 786.

Torrant, or Torrold, 498.

Touchet, or Tuchet, 373. 377.

392. 478. 487, 488. 533.

549, 7'o6. 799.

Touchet, 533, n.

Townſend, 35o. 4oo. 641. 650.

745. 77 I.

Townſhend, 386, n. 393. 402.

404. 532. 534, 667.

Toxteth, 490.

Trafford, 359. 381, n. 382, 383.

392, 393. 493. 45 i. 656.

660, 661. 674. 721, 722.

748. 802. 819, 820.

Tralebew, 494.

Tranmols, or Tranmore, 385.

466, m, 506. 626, n.

Traverº, Traves, or Travis, 4oo.

575, 797.

Trelawney, 374. 775.

Tremouille, 564.

Troutbeck, 308. 348. 385. 39?.

519, 520, 530. 540. 611,

612. 626, 627, n. 660, n.

687.



862 I N D E X O F

687. 695, 696. 715, 716.

722. 802, 8o3. 8 13.

Trumpington. 73o. -

Truſſell, 348. 392. 612. 628.

$3. 716, 717. 727. 731.

Turner, 5oz., n. 575, n. 663. 831.

Twemlow, 394. 539. 770.

Twyford, 515. 540.

Tyderington, or Tytherington,

653. 732.

Tyler, 543, n.

Tyndale, 787.

Tyrer, 612, n. 614.

Tyrone, 563.

U.

Uniacke, 360. 788.

Upton, 745.

v.

Valletort, 444. 705.

Vanburg, 540.

Vandyke, 514.

Vane, 31.2. 684.

Vanzalem, 668. -

Vaudrey or Vawdrey, 356. 368.

394.403. 476. 51o. 515,

516. 631, n. 692. 794.

Wenables, 308, 315. 348, 351.

354; 356. 359. 362. 368,

369. 372, n. 373. 379. 381,

382. 385. 337. 39.2, 393.

445. 447. 486, 487. 492,

493. 500. 513. 516. 530.

532. 534, 538. 551. 642.

654. 661. 666. 67o, 671.

674. 688. 690, 69.1, 692.

7c6, n. 719, 724, 727. 730.

746, 747. 766, 767. 802.

817. 819, 821, n. 837,

838.

Venator, &1.

Verdon, 82c.

Vere, 392. 514, n. 528. 612.

628. 634, 716. 731. 795.
808.

Verrey, 580.

Vernon, 307. 323, n. 350, 351.

368. 372, n. 375, 376.

386. 396. 420, n. 446.

450. 406. 469. 474. 476.

591, 5C3, 594. 527, 530,

-

55o. 624. 639. 644, 645,

646, 647, 648, 649. 654.

688, 69.1, 692, 693, 694.

706, 797. 713. 723. 753.

766. 768. 771. 780. Soo

809. 832.

Vernon, 348. 351. 372, n. 376.

444, n. 446. 530. 538. 642.

688. 691, 692, 693. 747.

766, 767. 809. 827.

Vicars, 309.

Villiers, 514, n.

Vivares, 730.

Voil, 665.

Vyner, 506. So 7, 824.

W.

Wade, S13,

Wagſtaff, 791.

Wainwright, 4oo.

Wakefield, 538. 744.

Walker, 395.487. 712.

Wall, 614. 659. 796, n. 798.

Wallenſis, 653.

Walley, 401. 62o. 650, 807,

Walpole, 678.

Walſh, 797.

Walthall, 356. 368. 371. 387.

404. 594. 7 Io. 821, S22.

839.

Walton, 386.510. 760.

Warburton, 348. 354, 356, 357.

361. 394.404. 420, n. 466.

485. 496. 509. 515. 519,

529, 52 ſ, 522. 527. 540.

#. 8:3.§ 074, º745. 752. - (). 787.

So2. Soó. §,” Šiš.
S34. w

Ward, 350.358, n. 378. 388.

393, 482, 483. 722. 726.

732, 733, 734, n. 742, 767.

774. 81

Ward, 393, n.

Waring, 668.

Warmicham, 388.

Warren, 3.15. 353. 355.

381. 393. 9681. 723.

734. 778, 779, 78c,

786. 866.

Warren, 393, n. 779. -

Marrington, 348. 351. 353. 376.

497. 484, 485. 508, 569,

519, 511. 512, 51.3, 514,
$3. 892,

363.

73 i.

781.

Warwick, 395. 669, 721,

Warwick, 306. 502, 561, 705,

706.

Waſchett, 393. 645. 832.
Waſe, 574, n. w

Waſtneys, 534. 802.

Waterford, 443.

Watſon, 402.468. 489, n. 505.

729, 739, n. 741, n. 744.

778, n. 833, 840.

Watt, 758.

Waverton, 796. Sog.

Webb, 326, n. 408. 447.

475. 517. 544, 616.

660. 681. 683. 690,

739. 713. 722. 730.

768. Soo. 806, 837.

815. 827, 829, 830,

Webſter, 600. 721.

Wedge, 405, n. 408.

Weever, 362. 367. 381, n.

472. 48o. 689. 693.

Weld, 397, 398.

Welles, 785.

Wells, 766.812.

Wetitworth, 841.

Welſhman, 653.

Werburgh, Saint, 571.

Werden, 353. 473.476. 565, n.

623, 624. 714.796, 798.

842.

Weſley, 709.

Weſtmacott, 509. 779.

Wetenhall, 348, n. 356. 368.

37 o. 4o 3. 469. 472, 473.

495, 496. 649. 693. 706.

708. 7 Io. 712, n. 720,750.

836. 840.

Whalley, 650.

whº, 356, n. 393-766.

- 8.

465

656.

695.

738.

810.

393

/

Whiſhaw, 797.

Whitaker, 432, 433, 434, 43%

.437. 648. 724.

Whitby, 616, 617, n. 842.

White, 505. 62o. 640. 653, 654.

798.

Whitehead, 769.

Whitelegg, 531.

Whitelock, 3c8. 673. 765.

Whitley, 40%. 586. 629, 637,

6.2, 643 662. 795, 790,

797, 798.

Whitmore, 384.393. 547. 647.

667. 639, 63.715, 716.

wº1tney, 3 Q4. -Y: 394, 473 Whitting
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Whittingham, 394, 635, 692, .

Whittle, 697.

Wibbenbury, 496,

Wickſted, 495. 497, 685, 686,

708. 714,

Widdens, 641,

Widville, 469.

Wilbraham, 348, 353, 356.368,

369, 379, 382, 4oz, 493.

459. 460, 469, 470, 471,

4, 2, 474, 475, 476, 487.

492, 493. 501, n.53S. 542,

547. 553. 627. 63 ſ. 643.

047, 648, 650. 689, 699.

694, 69.5, 696, 697. 792, .

7-3. 797, 728, 7.09, 7 1,

7 2, 713, 714, 715. 72c.

767, 774. 794. 796, 797,

798, 7.99. 894. 8 [o. 8 12.

824, 825. 827. 830, 836.

840, 841. 844.

Wilcock, 623.

Wilcoxon, 466,

Wild, 768.

Wilde, 674.

Wilkinſon, 467, 468.

Willet, 726.

Hillam the Conqueror, 559, 569.

Hilliam III., 667, 797.

Williams, 429, n. 475, joi, n.

618. 628.

Williamſor, 467, 468, 509,

541, n. 657, 658. 791, n.

804, 838, n,

willis, 372.788,

Willoughby, 306, 493. 561,

Wilme, 359.

Wilmot, 432, 491,

Wilſon, 491, n. 52 I, 553. 767,

822, 824.

I'llion, 354. 364, 540,

Wimbaldeſley, 694,

łł'incheſler, 555,

Windſor, 476,714.836,

Wingfield, 62o.

Winnington, 369,383, 394,538,

539, 647, 745, 75%. 772.
786, 834, 836.

Winſtanley, 736,

Wirral', 82 o,

Wiſłaſton, 394, 636. 821.

Withenſhaw, 367, ; 17,

Withers, 614,

Wodebank, 776,

Wolſey, 441.

Wood, 394. 501, 618, 620,621,

624, 641. 689. 693, 768,

Woodman, 815.

Woodmoth, 355, "'s ...; 468,

469, 7c.9. 825, 826, 831,

woº. &º 5

Worleſton, 475. 505.

Worrall, 805, 819.

Worſley, 507. 627.

Worth, 356, n, 392, 393, 398,

723.732,734, n. 738. 768,

838,

Worthington, 514, 554, 796.

Wotton, 706. 834,

Wray, 697,

Wrenbury, 391, n. 476, 495,

Wrench, 555, 576, 608, 6c),

Wright, 356, 369, 394, 395.

493. 473, 531. 629 628, n,

683. 696. 791. 728, 7.09,

71 or 7 i 1, 712. 726, 73t,

41, n. 783.782. 786, 787,

35,806, 82 to 836.

Wringle, 813.

h'ulphere, King of Mercia, 571,

Wyatt, 653, 752, 829,

Wybunbury, 383. 461.

Wyche, 356, 377. 48.2. 646,

Wytymor, 6.33,

Wynne, 323, n. 648, n. 668,

Wyrhall, 486,

Y.

Yarranton, 418,

Yate, 693.

Yates, 404. 668, ; ;).

Žork, 385. 548, 659.

Young, 807.

Yoxall, 458, 8.

Z.

Zouch, 396, 447, 559,

C E N E RA H,
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ABBEY-FIELD, or Field-houſe in Sandbach,

the ſeat of John Ford Eſq., 765.

ºfäon, pariſh of, 469—479. Manor of, 469.

church and rectory, 470, 471. School, &c.

I.

—º Delamere, townſhip and manor of, 81 1.

—-Grange, in the Chapelry of Dareſbury, town

ſhip and manor of, 758.

Aäon, family of, 377.

4dlington in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of, 724,

Hall, ibid. Chapel, 725.

Agden in Bowden and Roſtherne, townſhip and

manor of, 516. Hall, ibid.

in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 679.

Alderley, pariſh of 479–483. Church, 483.

ñº. and fair, 479.

— Nether, manor of, 480, 481.

Over, manor of, 479, 48o.

Hall, 481. Park, ibid.

Edge, ibid.

Alderſey in Coddington, townſhip and manor of,

644.
44

Great & Little. See Alderſey in Coddington.

Aſiderſey, family of, 362. Tombs of at Cheſter, 616.

Thomas, his benefactions to the pariſh of

Bunbury, 546.

—School founded by him at Bunbury, 546.

841.

Altarr, Roman, found at Cheſter, 428-430.

Althurſ in Marbury, manor of, 686. Hall, ibid.

Altrineham in Bowden, borough of, 510. Market.

fair, population, cotton-manufaëures, &c. ibid.

Manor, 511–513. Chapel, 511.

Altridge-Hall in Marbury, 686.

Alvanley in Frodſham, townſhip and manor of, 660.

Hall and chapel, ibid.

Alvaſion in Nantwich, townſhip and manor of, 713.

* in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of, 52O.

*; a hamlet of Over-Whitley, 532. Hall,
40td.

Antrobur, family of 362.

* in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

or, 520.

Architcăure, Ancient, in the Cheſhire churches,

437–441.

––Saxon, 437, 438.

Gothic of the thirteenth century, 439;

of the fourteenth century, 440; of the fifteenth

century, 440, 44t.

**or Arcliffe in Sandbach, townſhip and manor

of, 766.

Arden, or Arderne, family of, 362. 660. 790.

their monuments, 483. 780.

James, dean of Cheſter, account of,

-

Mldeton, or Aldington, manor of, 540.

Aldford, pariſh of, 483, 484. Caſtle, 456. 484.

.4/githa, Ş. ſent to Cheſter for ſafety, 558.

Allen, family of, 377. -

Alloſlock in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of 535,536. -

%. in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of, 547.

Alſager, or Alſacher, in Barthomley, townſhip and

manor of, 501. Chriſt’s-church, or chapel

there, ibid. School-houſe, ibid.

r!!ſager, family of 377. 491.5ot.

ad/lanton. See aluſherſon.

Wol. II.

574, n.

Arley-Hall, in Aſton-juxta-Budworth, 521.

4rnfield in Longdendale, manor of,696.

Arragon, obſervations concerning the ſtory of Sir

Hugh Calveley, having married a Queen of

that nation, 544.

Arrow in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of,

823.

Antºine, reſides at Cheſter, 562.

Aſhbrook, river, 422.

Aſ field in Neſtou, manor of 715.

#ley in Bowden, townſhip and manor of, 5 (1.

Hall, ibid. *

& S Aſſites
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Aſhton in Tarvin, townſhip and manor of 795.
Hall, ibid.

— Hey! in Aſhton, 796,

—on Merſey, pariſh of, 484, 485. Manor

of, ibid.

Aſheton, family of, 511.

Thomas, his monument, in Bowden

an:##. Manor, 486, pariſh of, 485–494. 517. Manor, 486.

*::::::: ibid. 5

conjećtures concerning a monument in the

church-yard, 447.

Aftbury, family of 377.

Aftle, a hamlet of Chelford, 726, 727.

Aftley in Quoiſley, 687.

Afton, chapelry of, 756, 757. Townſhip and manor

of 756. Chapel, 756, 757.

— Grange in Aſton, chapelry, townſhip, and

manor of, 757.

–juxta-Budworth, townſhip and manor of,

2 is

—i. Mondrem, townſhip and manor of, 471.

Hall, ibid.

— a hamlet in the townſhip of Newhall, 478.

Aften, family of, 369. .

— Sir Thomas, account of, 756; attacks Nant

wich, 309. 699; defeated by Sir William

Brereton, ibid.

Lord, ſeizes, Cheſter for James II., 315.
60.

agº. *: fugitive ſtrangers, 657. 722,

Audlem, pariſh of 494–496; townſhip, market,

and fair, 494; manor, 494,495. Church, 495

Hall, and grammar-ſchool, ibid.

Audley, family of, 377.

Barony of, in the family of Touchet, 488.

Lord, his Eſquires, 307. 834.

James, Lord, invades Wales, 305.

Auger, townſhip of. See Aſager.

Auſterſºn, or Alftanton, manor of, 472.

Award, curious, reſpecting the manor of Odd

Rode, and Little-Moreton-Hall, 492, n.

Ayton. See Eaton, in Davenham.

*

B.

Bachºw. pariſh, Cheſter, townſhip of,

Bach. Hall, 617. 839.

Backford, pariſh of 496–498. Manor, hall, and

church, 497.

Baddiley, Pariſh ºf 498.499. Manor, 498. Hall,
the ancient ſeat of the Praers, and Mainwaring

families, ibid. Church, 499.

*adington in Aëton, townſhip and manor of,

471.

Baguley in Bowden, townſhip and manor, $11,

Hall, 512.

Ball, family of 398. -

Barkſord, or Baſford, in Wybunbury, townſhip,

and manor ot, 826. Hall, ibid.

Barnhill in Broxton, 680, 681.

Barnſhaw in Gooſetree, manor of, 769.

manor of, 536.

Barnſton in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of;

823, 824. Hall, 824.

Barnton in Great-Budworth, townſhip of, 521.

Baronets of Cheſhire, account of, 353, 354.

—ſeats of 354.

Barrat-Poole in Aćton, manor of 475.

Barrow, pariſh of, 499. Church or chapel, ibid.

Great, manor of, ibid.

Little, manor of, ibid.

Barterley, or Balterley in Barthomley, townſhip,

and manor of, 5ol. School there, ibid. Hall,

ibid.

Barterton, or Bartington in Great-Budworth. town

ſhip, and manor of, 522.

Bartherton, or Bertherton in Wybunbury, townſhip,

and manor of, 826, 827. Hall, 827.

Barthomley, pariſh of, 5oo— 504; townſhip and

manor of, 5oc. Church, and ſchool, ibid.

Barton in Farndon, townſhip and manor of, 657.

Barton, family of, 377.

monument of Sir Patrick, at Farndon, 656.

Basford. . See Barksford.

Baſkervyle, family of, 362. 733.

Battle at Rowton-heath, 313. 566. , 643; at Old

caſtle-heath, 31.2. 684; at Middlewich, 311.

688; at Nantwich 313, 699, 7oo; at Win

nington bridge, 315.

Bavand, family of, 398.

Beam, or Croach heath, in Nantwich, 713.

Beate-Hall, in Macclesfield, 738.

Bebington, pariſh of, 504—506. Church, 504,505.

School, and benefactions, 505.

Great, manor of, 504.

Higher or Little, manor of, 505.

Bebington family, particulars of, 377. Remarkable

ſlaughter of at Floddenfield, još.

Bechin, in Coddington, manor of, 643, 644.

Bechton, or Betchton in Sandbach, townſhip and

manor of, 767. Hall, ibid.

Bechton family, memorials of, at Sandbach, 766.

Beech-trees, remarkably fine in Alderley-park, 481.

Beefton in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of, 547.

Hall, ibid. -

—caſtle, deſcription of its remains, 455 ; its

hiſtory, 548, 549.

*; family ot, 372 ;

unbury, 545, 546.

Sir %:. i. of Queen Elizabeth's

admirals, at the deſtruction of the Spaniſh

Armada, ibid.

their monuments at

Beheadiuſ,’
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Beheading, the ancient puniſhment of felons in

Cheſhire, 299. ; power of inflićting this pu

niſhment veſted in the Cheſhire barons, 678.

JBelgrave, hamlet of. See Eccleſion.

Belgrave, family of, 655.

Bellaview, or Villaview, a hamlet of Marton, 818.

Bellot, family of, 377.

Belmont-houſe in Great-Budworth, 519.

Bennet, family of, 398.

Beriſall, or Beriſlow Hall in Pott-Shrigley, 744.

JBerrington, family of, 377.

Bertherton. See Bartherton.

Betley-river, courſe of, 422. -

Bexton in Knutsford, townſhip and manor of, 672.

Hall, ibid.

Bickerton, family of, 838.

Bickerton in Malpas, townſhip and manor of 679.

Bickley in Malpas, townſhip, and manor of, ibid.

Biddle-river, 422. 839.

Bidſton, pariſh of, 506, 507. Manor of, 506.

Hall, ibid. School, 5o'7. Church, ibid.

Light-houſe, and fignal poſts, ibid.

— cum-Ford, hamlet of, 507. Old manſion

at, 458.

Birchells, or Birtler, family of, 377.

Birches in Great-Budworth, townſhip ef, 539.

Manor, ibid.

Bird, or Bryde, family of 378.

of Broxton, memorials of in Tattenhall church,

8oo.

Birkenhead family, 377; memorials of in Backford

church, 497.

Sir John, born at Northwich, 537.

Birket, or Birkenhead, extra-parochial chapelry,

507, 508. Priory and manor, ibid. Chapel,

and houſe, 508.

Birkin river, 422.

Birtles in Preſtbury, townſhip, and manor of, 7:5.

Hall, ibid.

#: of Cheſter, 32.3—3.27.

Bively, manor of. See Byley.

Blackamore, family of, 377.

Blackden in Gooſe tree, townſhip, and manor of,

776. Hall, ibid.

Blackenhall in Wybunbury, townſhip, and manor

of, 827.

Blackfriart at Cheſter, 577.

Blazon cum-Crab-Hull, townſhip of, 633, 634.

Blore-heath, battle of, fatal to the men of Cheſhirº,

3cm, 308.

Bold, or Bould, family of 395.

Boleſworth, a hamlet of Broxton, 680.

—— Caſtle, the ſeat of Thomas Tarlton Eſq.

ibid.

Achin-fic, a diviſion of the pariſh of Wilmſlow, 819.

Hall, ibid.

Pellin river, courſe of, 42 1.

£ullington in Bowden, townſhip and manor of 512.

Hall, ibid.

Bollington in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

,725. Cotton-works and bark-mill, ibid.

Bonner, biſhop, an illegitimate ſon of George

Savage, rector of Davenham, 646.

Booth family, 369,370. Monuments of, in Bowden

church, 508. Memorials of at Cheſter, 615.

in Preſtbury church, 723.

— George, tranſlator of Diodorus Siculus, 615, n.

719.

— Sir George, in arms for King Charles II.,

defeated by General Lambert, 315; created

Lord Delamere, 352. 513; his tomb at

Bowden 509. -

Booths, the ſeat of Willoughby Legh Eſq., 671.

Bootle, Richard JWilbraham Eſq., his monument at

Aſtbury, 487.

Borlaſe, Edmund, a learned phyſician, 623, n.

Boſdon, a hamlet of Handforth, 555.

Boſtley, Boſley or Lee-Boſſley, in Preſtbury, town

ſhip and manor of, 725; chapel and mills,

ibid.

Boſtock in Davenham, townſhip and manor of, 646,

647. Hall, 647.

Green, 647.

Boſtock, family of, 374. 647.836.

Laurence, his collections for Cheſhire,

466.

Botham, or Bottom Hall in Hatterſley, 698.

Bottom-Hall in Whaley, Sol.

Boughton-Great, townſhip of, in St. Oſwald's

pariſh, Cheſter, 617.

Bowden, or Bowdon, pariſh of, 5cs—516; townſhip

and manor of, 508; church, 599, 51 o.

Schools, 5 ſo. -

Bowden, family of, 395.

Bowſtoner, account of, 459.

Boydell, family of, 377.836, 837, \

Bradford, in Whitegate, fite of the manor of,
818.

Bradford, family of, 838.

Bradley, a hamlet of Appleton. Manor of, 5:c,

2 I.

a hamlet of Frodſham, 658.

—in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 679.

Hall, in Haſlington, 554.

Bradſhaw. Hall, in Cheadle, 555.

Bradſhaw, family of, 398.

—Preſident, mayor and high-ſteward of

Congleton, 489; born at Marple, 785 ; his

intention of founding a ſchool there, ibid.;

reſides at Congleton, 489.

Henry, a native of Cheſter, 634.

Bradwall, or Bradwell, in Sandbach, townſhip

and manor of, 767, 768. , Hall, ibid.

Bramhall or Bromhall in Stockport, townſhip and

manor of, 782. Hall, and domeſtic chapel,

ibid. Hall, account of, 456.

Braſſy, family of 362.

Brayne, family of, ibid.

5 S 2 Brºdiury

f
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Bredbury in Stockport, townſhip and manor of,

782.

Brrán, pariſh of, 516–518. Market and fair,

516; manor, 516, 517; hall, 458, 517; church

monuments, &c. 517, 518.

JBrereton, family of, 373, 374. 516, 517. Monu

ments of, in Aſton church, 487; in Bowden

church, 509; in Cheadle church, 555; in

Milpas church. 678.

Sir William, beheaded for ſuppoſed

familiarity with Queen Anne Bullen, 481.

678, n.

— the parliamentary general, in danger

from the populace at Chelter, 564; made

commander of the parliamentary army in

Cheſhire, 309; takes poſſeſſion of Nantwich,

309. 699; defeats Sir T. Aſton, and Sir

V. Corbet at Nantwich, ibid. Sir T. Aſton

at Middlewich, 310. 688; attacks Cheſter,

Io; defeated by Lord Byron, 311 ; relieves

$ii, and defeats Lord Byron, 311.

7oo; makes an aſſault on Cheſter, 565;

blockades that city, 312. 566; Beeſton-caſtle

ſurrendered to him, 314. 549; and Cheſter

after a long ſiege, 314.568.

Brerewood, family of, 398.
Edward, the mathematician, a native of

Cheſter, 635.

Breſſey or Brºſſie, family of 362.

— Hall, in Wigſtanton, 832.

Bret, family of, 398.

JBretland, family ot, ibid.

Reginald, ſerjeant at law, his monument

in Mottram church, 696.

Brett, family of, 377.

Brewers hall in the pariſh of St. Mary, Cheſter,

account of, 628.

Bridle for a ſcold at Congleton, 491 ; at Maccles

field, 735.

Brideſmere, or Bridgemere in Wybunbury, townſhip

and manor of, 827.

Brideſmere, family of, 838.

Bridge-Trafford in Plemondſtall, townſhip and

manor of, 722.

Bridget St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 625.

£ridgwater, Duke of, bis canal, 423. 754.
* in Bromborough, townſhip and manor

of 519.

Brine ſprings, or pits, in Cheſhire, 41o. 415, 416.

537-703. 769.

*; townſhip of, in Aëton, 472. Hall,

10ta.

Brindley, family of, 377. 395.
* in Stockport, townſhip and manor of,

->

* Margaret, aged 140 years, account of,

pºl, family of, 838.

Bromborough, pariſh of, 518, 519. Manor, haſ,

and church of, 518.

Bromhall, townſhip and manor of, 477. Hall, ibid.

and, See Bramhall.

Bromley family, 378.

Sir john, account of, 472.

Brooke, family of, 363; memorials of in Chelford

chapel, 727; in Roſtherne-church, 746; in

Runcorn church, 754.

Broſter, family of, 398.

Brown-Edge, a hamlet of Lymme, 673.

Browne, family of, 398.

Brownſwerd, john, grammarian and Latin poet,

maſter of the grammar ſchool at Macclesfield,

741; 742.
Broxton in Malpas, townſhip and manor of,679.

Hall, 68o.

Bruen Stapleford in Tarvin, townſhip and manor

of, 798.

Bruen, #, of, 378.

Bruera, or cº, Heath, chapelry of, 619

621.

Brumſlagh, or Brunſath. See Brinſtage.

#. Duke of, remains of a manſion in

Macclesfield, ſaid to have been his refidence,

738.

Bucklow-Hill in Roſtherne, 747.

Buckton-caſtle, 461.

Budworth, Great, pariſh of, 519–540. Manor,

519. Church, 519, 520. Rećtory and ſchool,

52o.

Little, or Budworth in the Frith, pariſh

of, 540, 541. Manor of, 540. Church, ibid.

Roman altars, and Sandbach croſs there,

ibid. Alms-houſe and benefactions, 541.

Budworth Mere, 530.

Buerton in Aldford, townſhip of, 484.

in Audlem, townſhip of,495,496. Manor

and Halls, ibid.

Bug-Lawton in Aſtbury, townſhip of, 487, 488,

Hall, 488. Mineral ſpring there, ibid.

Bugle horns, ancient, account of 462.762.

Bulkeley, or Buckley in Malpas, townſhip and manor

of, 681.

Bulkley, family of, 363; their monuments in

Cheadle church, 555.

Bullbaiting at Cheſter, 5.99.

Bunbury, pariſh of, 541–552. The manor, 54%,

* 542. The college, 542. 546. The church,

545, 546. School, 547. . -Bunbury, family of, 372; memorials of them in

Stoak church, 776; in Thornton church,

8oz.

Burge or Burgeſ-Hall, 522.

JBurge or Burgeſs, family of, 378.

Burland in Acton, townſhip of,472.

Burley-dam-chapel, 478.

Burnſtache. See Brimſlage.

Hall, ibid.

Parton,
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Burton, pariſh of, $52–554. Market and fair,

#52. Manor, ibid. Church, 553. Free-ſchool,

ibid.

—in Tarvin, townſhip and manor of, 796.

Hall, ibid.

Burwardſley in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of,

549, 559. , Chapel,553. -

Butley, or Butleigh in Preſtbury, townſhip and

manor of, 725. Hall, 726.

Buttons, twiſt, manufacture of, 427. 735.

Byley-cum- ?atehouſe in Middlewich, townſhip and

manor of, 689. Hall, ibid. -

Byron, Sir Nicholas, governor of Cheſter and

colonel-general of Cheſhire, 309. 565; taken

priſoner, 311.§
— Lord, takes Bceſton-caſtle, and other garri

ſons, 3 ro; defeats Sir William Brereton, 311;

is defeated by him and Fairfax, 31 1. 7oo;

ſurrenders Cheſter, after a long and vigorous

defence, 314.568.

C.

Cairns, diſcovered in the townſhip of Butley, 462.

Caldecote in Shocklach, townſhip and manor of,

773. Hall, ibid.

Caldecote, family of, 378.

Caldey-Great, in Weſt-Kirkby, townſhip and manor

of, 669.

Little, townſhip of, ibid.

Calveley in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of, 55o.

Hall, ibid.

Hall, on Milton-green, formerly the ſeat of

the Calveleys, 666.

Calvely, family of, 378. 62o. 837.

Sir Hugh, account of, 542–545; founds

a college at Bunbury, 542; his monument in

Bunbury church, 446.542.

Camps and earth-works in Cheſhire, account of, 461.

Cana's navigable in Cheſhire, 422—424.

Capel. Lord, makes an unſucceſsful attack on

Nantwich, 3 Io. 705.

Capenhurſt in Shotwick, townſhip and manor of,

775. Hall, ibid.

Cape/horne in Preitbury, townſhip and manor of,

26.

cº, family of, 378.

Carden, Over and Lower, Hallf, 8o 5,806.

Carden, family of, 379.

Carincham, Karincham, Kermincham or Kermicham,

in Swetenbam, townſhip and manor ot, 788.

Hall, ibid.

Carrington ºn Bowden, townſhip, manor, and chapel

ot, 512.

Carrington, family of 379.

Cartwright, family of, 399.

Carwarden. See Cawarden.

Caffle field in Macclesfield, 738.

Caſtles and fites of caſtles, 455, 456,

Caſtleton. See Northwich caſtle.

Catherall, family of, 395

Randal, his colle&ions for Cheſhire,

466.

Cattenhall, an ancient manor in Kingſley, 661, 662.

Hermitage there, 661 ; chapel and Hall, 962.

Cattle, wild, at Lyme-park, 729.

Cawarden, Carwarden, or Carden in Tilſton, town

ſhip, aed manor ot, So 5. Soó.

Cerdingham. See Carincham.

Chackiegh or Chackley See Checkley.

Chad Kirk-chapel in Rcmiley, 786.

Chadwick-chapel in Tuſhingham 685.

Chaloner family, their collections for Cheſhire, 467.

Chamber of the foreſ', 799 .

Charles I, King, viſits Cheſter, 313. 564. 566.

841 ; ſees the battle of Rowton-beatn, from

the Phoenix tower and St. Werburgh's ſteeple,

314. 566, 567 ; his Portrait at Vale-Royal,

814.

II, his portrait at Vale-Royal, 814.

Chauntrell, family ot, 395.

Cheadle or Chedle, pariſh of, 554–556. Manor,

554. Church, 555.

-- ouſe, 556.

Hulme, or Cheadle Moſley, townſhip, and :

manor ot, 555.

Checkley, Chacklegh, or Chackley in Wvbunbury,

townſhip and manor of, 827. Hall, ibid.

Cheeſe, one of the chicf articles of the produce of

this county, 4oğ.

Chelford in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of, 726,
27.

cº- its ancient inhabitants and government,

297-3oz. Hiſtorical events connected with

it, 302-3 15 ; its ancient and modern di.

viſious, 316; ancient and modern names of

the townſhips, and the hundreds in which

they are ſituated, 317–322 ; its ecclefiaſtical

juriſdiction and diviſion, 323-327; monaſte

ries, colleges, and hoſpitals, 327 ; market

towns, 327, 328; population, 3.8–347 ;

principal land-owners, 347-349; nobility of

the county, and places waicn nave given

title to any oranch of the peerage, 349—352;

noblem-n’s ſeats, 353 : baronets extinct nd

exiſting, 353, 354; teats of baronets, 354;

ancient families extinct audexiſting, 355–4c1.

Liſt of gentlemen's leats, 4c1–404; seo, ra.

hical and geological decription, 404–407.

$...:”. 1. Natural hittor; .412–4, 7;

(foſſils, 412 ; rare plants, 414 415. Minerai

iprings, 415-417); rivers, 417-422 ; canal,

422–424; roads, 424-4-6 manufactures,

446, 427. Antiquities, 427–461. (Roman.

antiquities 427-431. Britiſhand Roman roads

aud
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and Romanflations,431–437. Ancient church

archite&ure, 437 – 441. Ancient painted

glaſs, 441–443. Roed-lofts, ſcreens, &c.

*43. Fonts, ſtone-ſtalls, &c. 444. Ancient

ſepulchral monuments, 444–452. Monaſtic

remains, 452—454. Caſtles, and ſites of

caſtles, 455, 456. Ancient manſion houſes,

456–459. Ancient croſſes, 459 – 461.

Camps and earth-works, 461 ; cuſtoms, 462–

464. Parochial topography, alphabetically

arranged, 465–832.

Chºſhyre, Sir John, monument of, in Runcorn

church, 754.

Chºffer, city of ; its ſituation and origin, 556;

Roman antiquities found there, 427–43 I.

Hiſtorical events relating to it before the

Conqueſt, 303. 557; from the Conqueſt'

to the fifteenth century, 306, 307.559–562.

Royal viſits, 561-563. Great flood there,

563. Hiſtorical events during the civil war,

308. 312–314. 564–569. Siege, 310-314.

565–568. 842, 843. Subſequent hiſtorical

events, 315.568,569. Account of the caſtle,

455. 569, 570. Gaol and ſhire-hall, 579,

Singular cuſtom reſpecting the execution of

convićts, 571. Ancient religious houſes, 452–

454. 571—578. The abbey made a cathedral

church, 572. Biſhop's ſee, ibid.; endow

ment of the deau and chapter, 573 ; their

eſtates granted away in fee-farm, 573, n.

Archite&ure of the cathedral, 438,439. 441.

Monuments, 574—575. Nunnery, 575, 576.

Houſes of friers, 576–578. Government of

the city, in the eleventh century, 578;

charters and privileges, 57.9; corporation,

579–581 ; courts, 581 ; pentice, exchange

and city gaol, 582; gilds and companies, 583;

ancient ſhows and paſtimes, 583 – 5S7. St.

George's races, &c., 588, 590. 599. Whitſun

and other plays, 590–598. Curious extračis

from the orders and acts of aſſembly of the

mayor and corporation, 599–601. Aét for

empowering the city, to ſend burgeſſes t

Parliament, 601. Privilege of ſanctuary, ibid.

Population, 601, 602. Sweating ſickneſs

and plague, very fatal, 6oz. Markets and

fairs, 603–606. Juriſdiction of the Dutton

family over the Cheſhire minſtrels, 603.

Foreign trade, 607. Manufaëtures, 608. The

Dee-mills, 6c8, 609. Mints, 669. Streets

and rows, 610, Walls and gates, 610–613.

Tower, 613. Bridge, 614; water-works, ibid.

Account of the ſeveral pariſhes in Cheſter, and

their townſhi 5, 615– 634. Churches and

shapels demo iſhed, 634. Meetinghouſes, ibid.

Eminent natives, 634,635. Schools, 635,636.

Hoſpitals, 637, 638. Various charities,

698-649, Eſtates given by Owen Jones to

the poor brethren of the city companies, 638;

regulation of the court of chancery, for the

diſtribution of its income, increaſed by the

diſcovery of a lead-mine, 638, n. 639, n.

Infirmary, 640. Houſe of induſtry, ibid.

Chſler, Earls of, 349 ; their portraits at Hooton

Hall, 653.

Chettleton, family of, 379. 472.

Chetwode, family of, 373. 476.

Sir John, his refidence at Agden-Hall,

354. 516.

Chidlow in Malpas, manor of, 681.

Childer. Thornton in Eaſtham, townſhip and manor

of, 654. School, ibid.

Children, four at a birth, 564.

Cholmondeley in Malpas, townſhip and manor of,681,

Houſe, a garriſon in the civil war, 682;

beſieged by the Earl of Denbigh, ibid.

caſtle, the ſeat of the Earl of Chol,

mondeley, ibid. Domeſtic chapel and Hoſpital,

ibid.

Cholmondeley, earldom of, 351. 835. -

— family of, 364. 477. 681 ;...their

adherence to King Richard 11. 834. Monu.

ments in Malpas church, 451. 678; their

portraits at Vale-Royal, 814.

Cholmond:ſion in Aéton, townſhip,

of, 473.

Cºorley in Winſlow, townſhip and manor of 319.

Hall, 82c. '

in Wrenbury, townſhip of, 477. Manor

of, ibid.

Chorlon in Backford, townſhip and manor of 68°,

683.

manor and hall

in Malpas, townſhip of, 497.

or Chorleton, in Wybunbury,

and manor of, 828.

Choº, in Coddington, townſhip and manor ºf

644.

Chriſtleton, pariſh of, 643 - 643. Manor of, 649,

641. Hall; ancient manſions there; rectory

and ſchool, ibid.

Church, townſhip of 640, 64.

Chrift's-church, or chapel, in Macclesfield, 739.

Church. Coppenhall, 645.

Gate, manor of, in Stockport, 780.

Holme, or Holmes chapel, chapelry of 77.1.

Minſhull. See Minſhull.

—on Heath, townſhip ot, 62o.

Shocklach. See Shocklach. -

Church, Thomas, Gent., and his lady, portra" of,

in Nantwich church, 7 o'S.

Churchings, entertainments at, forbidden by the

mayor of Cheſter, 609. -

Churton in Aldford and Farndon, townſhip

manor of, 483, 484. 657. • * *

Civil war, in the ſeventeenth century ; its hiſtory,

as connected with Cheſhire, 395-3.5°

Claughton,

townſhip

Chapel, ilid.

and
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Claughton in Bidſton, townſhip and manor of, 507.

Claverton, townſhip of, 627.

Głaybonger Hall in Haſlington, 504.

Cley, the, a ſeat of the Golborne family, 800.

% the, in the pariſh of Wybunbury, 830.

Clifton in Runcorn, townſhip and manor of, 754,

755. Hall, 755.

Clive in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of, 689,

690. Hall, 690.

Clive, family of, 379. 689. 810.

Clotton in Tarvin, townſhip and manor of, 796.

Clutton in Farndon, townſhip and manor of, 657.

Clutton, family of, 365.

Cobalt, mine of, at Alderley-edge, 413. 481.

Cocker, family of 379.

Coddington, pariſh of, 643, 644. Market and fair,

643. Manor and Hall, ibid. Church, 644.

Coddington, family of 379.

Cogſhall or Cogſhull in Great-Budworth, townſhip

and manor of, 522. Hall, ibid.

Collieries in Cheſhire, 412,413. 725. 731. 784.

Camberbach in Great-Budworth, townſhip and

manor of, 542.

Comberbach, family of, 395.

Combermere, abbey of, 479; the ſeat of the

Cotton family, ibid.

water, 422. 479.

Condate, a Roman ſtation, 433. 436.

Congleton, in the pariſh of Aſtbury, town of, 488.

494. Corporation, 489. Guildhall, charters,

market, and fairs, ibid. Population, 490.

Manor, ibid. , Higher and Lower; chapels

and grammar ſchool, 491.

points, leather-laces ſo called, made at

Congleton, 489.

Conewardſley or Connerſley in Whitegate, ſite of

the manor of, 818.

Coole-Lane in Audlem, townſhip of, 404.

— Pilate in Acton, townſhip and manor of, 473.

Halls, ibid.

Cophorá in the townſhip of Hollins, 744, 745.

ºft pariſh of, 645. Manor and reëtory of,
ibid.

—Monks, townſhip and manor of, ibid.

Copper-ore, found at Alderley-edge and Peckforton

hills, 413. 481.

Corbet family, their ſeat at Dernhall, 817.

— Sir Pincent, defeated by Sir William Brereton,

3O9.

— Sir Reginald, iuſtice of the common-pleas,

817.

Coter. See Cotton-Abbots.

Cotgreve, family of, 396.

Cottingham family, 379. 715; their memorials in

Thornton church, 8oz.

Cotton-Abbots, townſhip and manor of, 642; ancient

Hall, ibid.

Ædmund, townſhip and manor of, 642,

I.

Cotton in Church. Holme, townſhip and manor

of 771, 772.

Cotion, 6; cºtton Wood, family of, 379. Of

Cotton-Edmunds, 379. 642. Of Cumbermere,

399. 479. Of Connington in Cambridge

ſhire, 642. Of Coanington in Hunting

donſhire, ibid. Of Redware, ibid.

Cotton works in Cheſhire, 426. 490. 51 o. 7c4.

725.735. 769. 778. . .

Coughall in Backford, townſhip and manor of;

497.

cº, family of, 399.

Cowper family of, 379. 628.

Cows, given for the uſe of the poor at Bebington,

505 ; at Oxton and Woodchurch, 823.

– white, with red ears, wild at Lyme-park,

729 ; domeſticated at Vale-Royal, ibid, n.

Coyſley, alias Quoiſley, a hamlet of Marbury,

manor of, See Marbury.

Cradock, Sir David, monument of, 448. 7c8.

Cranage or Cranach, in Church. Holme, townſhip

and manor of, 772. Hall, ibid.

Crewe in Barthomley, townſhip of, 501. Manor

of, 5oz. School, 503. Chapel in Barthom

ley church, 5oo.

Hall, the ſeat of Lord Crewe, deſcription

and hiſtory of, 458. 501.

in Farndon, townſhip and manor of,

658.

cº family of, 370, 371. 5oo, 502 : their

monuments in Nantwich church, 7c8; in

Tarporley church, 791.

Crewood or Crew wood, formerly a ſeat of the Gc

rards, 662. 812.

Criminals, ſančtuary for, anciently in Cheſhire,

3Oo.

Croach in Nantwich. See Beam-heath.

Croco river, courſe of, 422.

Cromborough-court, manor of, 822.

Cromwell family, portraits of, 629.

Crook-Alderſey, 644.

Croſſe, le, manor of, 538.

Crºſſºs, ancient, in Cheſhire, 459–461.

Croſsley in Bug-Lawton, 488.

Croughton, townſhip of, in St. Oſwald's pariſh,

Cheſter, 617.

Crowley, a hamlet of Over-Whitley, 532, 533

Crowton, in Weverham, townſhip and manor of,

811, 812. Hall, ibid.

Croxton in Middlewich, townſhip, manor, and

Hall of, 690.

Croxton, family of, 38o. 690. 693.

Cruſaders, monuments of, 445.

Cucking fool, puniſhment of, 790.

Cuddington or Kiddington in Malpas, townſhip and

manor of, 683.

Cuddington-cum-Bryn, townſhip, and manor of,
812.

Çun
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Cunlift, family of their monuments in Church-on

heath chapel, 62o.

Cuſtoms, remarkable, which prevail in Cheſhire,

462.464.

1).

‘. of the juſtices of the King's bench,

25.

Sir john, a deſcendant of the former, ſlain

at the battle of Tewkeſbury, 825. 828; his

monument, 825. -

Denbigh, Earl of, takes Cholmondeley-hall, 311.

682.
-

Pº a hamlet of Burton, 553. Hoſpital there,

ibid.

Derby-houſe in Little-Bebington, 505.

Dernhall or Darnhall in Whitegate, townſhip and

manor of, 817.

Dirtwich. See Fulwich.

Diſley or Diffley-Stanley in Stockport, townſhip

. manor of 783. Chapel and ſchool, ibid.

784.

Dod, family of 365. 401, 680.683.

Dodcot-cum-Willſley, townſhip ef, in A&on, 478;

in Audlem, 494–496,

Doddington in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor

of, 828, 829.

caſtle, garriſoned in the civil war, 319,

31.1. 829. School, 829.

Hall, the ſeat of Sir Thomas Broughton

Bart.,354.829. Deſcription of the Old-hall,

6

Damme, Thomas, of Leighton, aged 154 years

6o K.

Dane %. its courſe, 421. 490.

Dane-Beach in Oughtrington, 674.

Daniel, family of 375. 672. 749. 757; memorials

for them in Roſtherne church, 746.

Danieri, Sir Thomas, knight, account of, 727,

728; his heroic ačtions, erroneouſly aſcribed

to Piers Legh, 728.

...Darºſłury, ºf: ry of, 757-760. Townſhips,

manor, hall, chapel, and ſchool, 757, 758.

Dareſbury, family of, 382.

Darnhall, See Dernhall.

Davenham, pariſh of, 645.650. Townſhip, church,

ſchool, and manors, 646.

Over and Nether, manors of, 646.

Davenport, townſhip of, in Aſtbury, 491. Manor

and hall, ibid.

...Davenport, family of 357, 358.

446. 486.

of Bromhall, family of, 357.782.

of Calveley, 357.550.

of Davenport, 357.491. 73o.

-— of Weltrough, 357. 733.

of Woodford, 357 — 734.

branches, 358. 617. 727.819, 820.

Javies, Mrs. Mary, account of horns growing

on her head, 775; ſimilar inſtances, 775,

776. -

Dan's 72%, founder of the ſchool it witton,

38.

pai row in Wilmſlow, townſhip and manor of,

819. Hall, 819, 820.

Debtors, fingular privileges of, in Cheſhire, 3oo,

CI.

Bee:. its courſe, 417 ; its navigation impeded,

ibid. Improvements, 417, 418. River I)ce

company, 418, 419. 422.

— mills, at Cheſter, 6c8, 609.

Deer, cuſtºm of driving them, peculiar to Lyme

park, 729, 73o.

Delamere-forgi, 405, 406. 407. 799.

—— Lodge, in Cuddington, 812.

A).lmere, Barony of 352, 513.

-- George, Lord, buried at Bowden, 509.

Delves family. 356, 828; their monuments in

Wybunbury church, 825; their portraits in

painted glaſs, ibid. -

–Sir John, an eminent military officer, and

Monuments of,

Other

450.

Dodlºſion, pariſh of, 651, 652. Manor and caſtle,

651. Hall, 652. -

Dokenfield or Dukenfield in Stockport,*
. manor of, 784. Hall, lodge, and chapel,

fººtage

Domville, family of, 38o. 519. 674. 836.

Lone, family of, 38o. 789, 797. 837; their mont.

ments in Tarporley church, 791, 792.

Dorfold-Hall, 459. 469,470.
Downes, family of, 365. 743. 801; their monº:

ments at Preſbury, 723; in Macclesfield

chapel, 739.

Downham, john, a theological writer, born at

Cheſter, 635.

Drakdow, manor and Hall of, 650.

Drºft, female, formerly regulated at Cheſter by

the mayor, 60o.

Dropſy, remarkable inſtance of, 659.

Duchington in Malpas, townſhip and manor of

683.

Duddon in Tarvin, townſhip, manor, and Hall of

797.

Dukenfield. See Dokenfield.

Dukenfield, family of, 375. 784; created baronets,

35

4- colonel, governor of Cheſter, 568; take"

Withenſhaw. Hall, 717; befieges the reëorſ.

houſe at Wilmſlow, 821.

Duncalfe, family of, 396. 726, 838.

Dunham Maſy in Bowden, townſhip of, 513.

Seat of the earls of Stamford and Warrington,

ibid.
-

-6 Dunham
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Dunkam on-the-hill, or Stony Dunham, townſhip,

manor, and Hall of, 8oz.

Dution, in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of 522–529. Hall, 457.528, 529. Ancient

chapel, 529.

— barony of, 3;2. 528.

Dutton, family of, 361, 362. 485, n. 52;. 528.

8o0.835; their juriſdiction over the Cheſhire

miaſtrels, 523. 527; memorials of the Duttons

of Hatton at Waverton, 899.

E.

Eard/low-Grange in Weverham, 81 i.

Eaſ-Hall in High-Legh, 747.

Eq/ham, pariſh of, 652 – 654. Manor, 652.

Church, ibid.

Eaton in Aſtbury, townſhip of, 491. Hall, ibid.

— in Davenham, townſhip and mailor of, 647.

— or Eaton-boat, in Eccleſton, townſhip and

manor of, 655.

— in Tarporley, manor of, 790.

— ſº, the feat of Lord Groſvenor, 353.

Flºri, of, 389, 38 ſ. 655. 770.

Eccleſion, pariſh of, 654 – 656. Manor, 654.

Church, 655.

2dgar, King, ſtory of his being rowed in his barge

at Cheſter by fix kings, 304. 557.

JEdge in Malpas, townſhip and manor of 683.

Edgerley or Eggerly in Aldford, townſhip of, 484.

Edſbury, the ſuppoſed fite of, 799.

Edlaſ!on in Aćion, manor of, 473, 474.

Edward, the Elder, builds the town of Thelwall,

3O3, 3o4 759 ; recovers Cheſter, 557.

Ying, when Prince of Wales, receives

at Cheſter the homage of the nobility of

Cheſhire and Wales, 559; at Cheſter with

his army, 306. 560, 56 i ; founds an abbey at

Dernhall, S13 ; removes it to Vale. Royal,

ibid ; lays the firſt ſtone, ilid; builds Mac

clesfield chapel, 738.

– II. King, at Cheſter, 561.

—— the Black Prince, at Cheſter with his

army, 306. 561.

Prince of Wales, ſon of King Edward IV.

at Cheſter, 562.

Egbert. King, takes Cheſter, 303. 567.

Egerton in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 683;

the ancient ſeat of the Egerton family, hall,

and ancient domeſtic chapel, ibid.

Egerton, family of, 364, 365. 540. 551. 65 I. 683.

749, 750. 827. ; monuments of the Egertons

of Tatton in Roſtherne church, 746. Chapel

of the Egertons of Ridley at Bunbury, 546.

*/cock, family of, 381,475.

Vol. II

Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV. ; her port:ait at

Dunham-Maſtey, 514, n.

—Queen, her portrait at Vale Royal, 814.

Elleſmere-canal, its junction with the Merſey, 654.

Port, ilid,

Elleſmere, lord chancellor, reſides at Dodleſton,

651 ; his epitaph, ibid.

Elton in Thornton, townſhip, manor, and hall of,

8o3.

—º Warmingham, townſhip and manor of,

- S8.

Elworth in Sandbach, manor of 765, 766.

E. ſaw or Eardſhaw in Church. Holme, 77 .

Erdſwick, a hamlet of Middlewich, manor of, 6, 1.

Hall, 692. -

Erdſwick, family of, 296. 69.1, 692.

Sampſºn, his collections for Cheſhire,

466.

Eſſex, Earl of, viſits Cheſter, 563.

Eichells, in Northenden, townſhip and manor of,

7 18.

or Stockport. Etchells, townſhip and manor

ot, 784.

Ethelfleda counteſs of Mercia, her ſucceſsful govern

ment of that province, 557 : rebuilds the

walls of Cheſter, and builds two towns or

fortreſſes, 393. 557. 6 (c.

Ethelfrid, King of Northumberland, defeated at

Cheſter, 393. 556.

Etherow river, its courſe, 419.

F.

Faddley in A&on, townſhip and manor of, 4;4.

Fairfax, Sir Thomas, relieves Nantwich, and de

feats Lord Byron, 3 1. 7 oo.

Falconer, Thomas, 843, S44; his epitaph, 844.

Fallingbroome or Fallibroom in Preſtbury, townſhip

and manor of 727.

Fallows, or Falwitz-Hall, in Alderley, 481,482.

Fallows, or Falwitz, family of, 375. 482.

Farndon, pariſh of, 656–658. Manor of, 656.

Church, ibid. School, &c. 657.

Felons, fingular cuſtom reſpecting their execution

at Cheſter, 571; formerly behead, d in

Cheſhire, 299. 677, 678.

Ferret, ſilk, made in Cheſhire, 427. 735.

Fever wards propoſed in the Infirmary at Cheſter,

by Dr. Haygarth, 64.o.

Figdale or Figden, a hamlet of Eaton, 656.

Fiſken, family of, 381.

Fitton, family of, 381. 663. 819; created baronets,

353; their monuments in Gawſworth church,

O64.

Sir Edward, an active officer in the army

of King Charles I., his monument, 664.

5 T Flax
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Fazyard, Hall in Tarporley, 791.

Flood, remarkable, at Creſter, 563.

Foºtſ rook, hamlet of 618.

Fogg, Laurence, a theological writer, his tomb at

Cheſter, 574.

Fents, remarkable, in Cheſhire churches, 444.

Ford, a hamlet of Bidſton, 507.

Aorſery, free, ſervice of, 744. 801.

Forºs of Cheſhire, 4c0, 407.

Fºſſil of Cheſhire, 412–414.

Foihergill, Dr., refides at Lea-Hall in Middlewich,

094.

Fovil, or Fovill, family of, 396.

Fox hunt celebrated at Tarporley, 789.

Foxwift, a hamlet of Marton, 818.

Hall in Butley, 726.

Frankby in Weſt-Kirkby, townſhip and manor of,

660.

Fº quarries of, in Cheſhire, 413. 663. 754.

Frodſham, pariſh of, 658–663. Grant to the

Burgeſſes, 658. Market and fairs, ibid.

Manor, 658, 659. Church, 659. Inſtances

of longevity, ibid. Caſtle, ibid. School, 660.

Frodſham, family of, 381. 659.

Full-ſhurſt or Foulburſ, family of, 381: 5c 2.

— Sir Robert, his monument at Barthomley,

447. 522. -

Fulſhaw in Wilmſlow, townſhip and manor of, 819,

820. Hall, 820.

Fulwich, alias Dirtwich, Higher, and Lower, in

Wigland, manors of, 685; brine pits, ibid.

G.

Gale green in White-gate, 818.

Gamul, family of 381. 495, 496 : their monu

ments in St. Mary’s church at Cheſter, 626.

Sir Francis, Bart., entertains King

Charles I. at his houſe in Cheſter, 3 13. 566;

attends the King to Denbigh, 567. His

eſtates ſequeſtered, 495; his portrait in flained

glaſs in Farndon church, 656.

Gaffrell, biſhop, his Notitia Cºſtriegſ, 467.

Gawſworth, pariſh of, 663, 664. Manor of 663.

Hall, the ancient ſeat of the Fittons, ibid.

Church and ſchool, 664.

Gerard, family of, 382. 399, 528. 661.

Glaſgour, family of 399.

Gleave, family of, 382.

JWilliam, alderman of London, founds a

ſchool at Woodchurch, 822, 823.

Glºgg, family of 366, 667. 669. 805; their mo
numents in Hefei wall church, 452.

Glouceſler, Eleanor, Ducheſs of, impriſoned at

Cheſter, 562. -

clone, hung out at St. Peter’s church during

Cheſter fair, 6co.

Gloves, formerly the flaple trade of the city, 636.

Gloverſtone, townſhip of, 629.

Godley in Mottram, townſhip and manor of, 698.

Golborne or Golbourn-Bellow in Tattenhall, townſhip

and manor of, Soe.

— David in Handley, townſhip and manor

of, 666.

Golborne, family of 38.2. 666,

Goodacre, or Goodier james, his bequeſt to the poor

of Woodchurch, 823.

Gooſłrey, chapelry of, 769–771; townſhip, manors

and chapel of, 769.

Gooſłrey, family of, 382. 779.

Gower, Dr., his intended hiſtory of Cheſhire,466,

467 ; his collections, now in the hands of Dr.

Wilkinſon, 467.

Gowy river, courſe of, 421.

Goyt river, courſe of, 419.

Grafton in Tilſton, townſhip, manor, and hall of,

8o0.

Grandiſon, Lord, takes Nantwich, 308.699.

Grange, or Little-Caldey in Weſt. Kirkby, townſhip

and manor of, 669.

Grappenhall, pariſh of, 664, 665. Manor, ibid.

Church, 665.

Grea/y in Weſt-Kirkby, townſhip and manora',
060.

Green tºy of, 382. 399.

Grºſy-cum-Shavington, manor of, 831.

Grey friers at Cheſter, 577,578.

Griffin, family of, 382. 472. 826.

Grinſlitch Hall in Nether-Whitley, 533,

Grimſ...itch river, courſe of, 422.

Grimſditch, family of, 383.

Grindley, a hamlet of Tuſhingham, 685.

Gropenhall. See Grappenhall. - --

Groſvenor, family of, 358, 536. 655; their titles,

352 : ſeat, 353. 655; monuments in Eccleſton

church, 6

Guillºsion, pariſh of 787. Manor of, iii.

H.

Hadley Hall in Quoiſley, 686.

Hale in Bowden, townſhip of, 514, 515. Manor

of, 514. Hall, ibid.

Hall, biſhop, his monument, 574.

Hall-o'-heath in Haſlington, 5.c4.

o'-wood in Balterley, 5oi.

Hallum in Newton-juxta-Dareſbury, manor of 759.

Hall, ibid.

Fallum, family of, 383. 759.

Hallwood in Halton, the ſeat of the Cheſshyre

family, 763.

Hallon, chapelry of, 760–764; barony, tovº
- 20
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and manor of, 760–762. Market and fairs,

761. Caſtle, 456, 731, 762. Chapel, 762,

763. Library, ſchool, and alms-houſe, 763.

Hampton in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 683.

Hall, ibid.

Hancock, john, aged 112, his tomb in Neſton

church-yard, 715. -

Bandbridge, manor of, 627, 628.

Handforth, Handford, or Honford, in Cheadle,

townſhip and manor of, 555.

Jilandkerchief ſilk, made in Cheſhire, 427. 735.

* of, 665,666. Manor, ibid. Church,

JO.

-Hankelow in Audlem, townſhip of, 496. Manor

and hall, ibid.

Hankey, family of, 375, 657.

Hanley-Park in Norbury, 687.

*: in Thornton, townſhip and manor of,

CO.

Harcourt, family of, 534. -

Harden-Hall, 783.

Hardware, family of, 399, 518.

JHargrave-Stubbs in Tarvin, Chapel and ſchool

founed there, by Sir T. Moulſon, 798, 799.

Harold, King, tradition of his ending his days, as

an anchorite at Cheſter, 557, 558.

Harpur, family of, 399.

Æarriſon, JWilliam, memorial of, in Mobberley

church, 696.

the regicide, a native of Nantwich,

701.

Hartford in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

o', 538, 539.

Harthill, pariſh, townſhip, and manor of, 666.

Harthill, family of, 383. 666.

Aarvey family of, 399.

Haſlington in Barthomley, townſhip and manor of,

C 2.

Haº. family of, 383.

A/a/a/ in Sandbach, townſhip and manor of,

768.

Haſſall, family of, 383. 496. 768.

Hatherton in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor of,

829. Hall, ibid.

Iłatter/ley in Mottram, townſhip and manor of,

698. Hall, ibid.

Hatton in Dareſbury chapelry, townſhip, and manor

of, 758.

— in Waverton, townſhip and manor of, Sio.

Hall, ibid.

Fatton, family of, 375. 758. 809.

A/argh O'd in Warmingham, the ſeat of the Smith

family, 868.

Haughton in Bunbury, manor of, 550. Hall, ibid.

Affaig//on, family of, 383. 5 ſo.

Aſawkeſ one, family of, 383, 827.

Sir jºhn, out of Lord Audley's

Eſquires, 3cy, n.

•

Hawthorne-Hall in Wilmſlow, ſometime a ſeat of

the Booths, now a ſchool, 820.

Hawarden or Harden, the ſeat of the Arden

family, jS3. Old Hall, ibid.

Haygarth, Dr., takes an account of the population

of Cheſter, 602 ; propoſes the probationary

ſchools, 636; and the fever-warde, 649.

Heath, familv of, 383. 504.

Heathcote, Michael, monument of, in Taxall church,

8o I.

Heatley, a hamlet of Lvrnm, 673.

Hºfferton or Hefferſon-Grange in Whitegate, 818;

the ſeat of the Warburton family, ibid.

Heild in Aſtºn juxta-Budworth, manor of, 521.

Hall, ibid.

Helle/ºy, family of, 383.

#% Fº townſhip of, 661. Manor

of, ibid.

Henbury in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of, 727.

Hall, iłid.

Henbuil in Acton, manor of 474.

Henry II. King, at Cheſter with his army, 324.

*in, King, with his army at Cheſter,

395. - -

— IV., King, at Cheſter, previouſly to his

taking poſſeſſion of the crown, 397. 561,

62.

—º VII., King, viſits Cheſter, 561.

VIII, King, his eſcape from drowning,

ibid.

IV. (or Henry V.), Emperor of Germany,

tradition of his death and burial at Cheſter,

558. 575; his ſuppoſed montment, 448.

fºllºw an eminent diſſenting divine,

633, 634; his epitaph, 633 ; his family,

818.

Henſhaw Hall in Siddington, the ancient ſeat of

the Henſhaws, 732.

Henſhaw, family of, 383. 732.

Hermitage at Cattenhall in Kingſley, 661.

Chapel, in Tarporley, 793.

— in Cranage, an ancient manſion, 772.

Hºſºl wall, or Heſwall, pariſh of, 666, 667. Manor,

ibid. Church of, 667.

Heſelwall, family of, 385. 666.

Hewitt, Dr. john, portrait of, 729.

Heyes, family of, 396,

Heywood Barnes, a manor in Checkley, 828.

Heywood, family of, 383 481, 452.

Heywood, or Heawood. Hall in Alderley, 481.

Higden, Ralph, or Randal, the hiſtorian, a native

of Chetter, 63.4 ; author of the Whitſun

plays, 590.

High-Lesh. See J.<gh.

Higher-Berch houſe in Titherington, 733.

—houſe in Broxton, 650.

5 T 2 Iłłrse,
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Hilbree, or Hill ury, iſland of, 619. 668.

Hinton family of 399. 799.

Hockenhull in Tarvin, townſhip and manor of, 797.

Hall, 537.

Hockenhull, family of, 383, 384. 774. 797. 822.

824.

t George Eſq., his monument, 822.

Holford, a hamlet of Plumley, manor of, 536,537.

Hall, 537.

Holford, family of 376, 536, 646.

Holinſked, townſhip of. See Hollyns.

Holiſhed, fan, ly of, 384. 482. 744.

Ralph, tº hiſtorian, 745.

Hollingworth in Mottram townſhip and manor of,

697, 698. Hall, 697.

Hollingworth, family of, 384. 697.

Hollins, the, in Utkinton, well diſcovered at, 791.

Hollyhurſt, in Marbury, the refidence of the

B.ikeley family, 686.

Hollyns, or Holinſhed, in the townſhip of Sutton,

-

744, 745.

Holmes-chapel. See Church. Holme.

Holme ſtreet-hall in Tarvin, 794.

Holm, family of, 385. 626, n.

Randal, four antiquaries of that name,

466. 626; their voluminous collections for

Cheſhire, ibid.

Hondford family, 555. 839 ; monuments of, in

Cheadle church, 446. 449. 555.

Hoofield or Hulſield, a hamlet of Clotton, 796.

Hoole in Plemondſtall, townſhip and manor of, 723.

Heath, 723, 724.

Hooſe in Weſt-Kirkby, manor of, 672.

Hooton in Eaſtham, townſhip of, 653. Manor and

Hall, ibid.

Hooton, family of, 384. 653.

Horns growing on the head of Mary Davies, and

others, 775, 776.

Horſe races at Cheſter, 589, 590. 599; at Little

Budworth, 541 ; on , 1) clamere-foreſt 789;

formerly on Wallazey ſands, 867.

Horwon cum Peele, or Little-Mould/worth in Tarvin,

townſhip and manor of, 797. Hall, ibid.

in Hartford, townſhip and manor of, 538.

--— in Tilſton, townſhip and manor of, Soó;

the ancient it at of the Golbornes, ibid.

Horton, family of, 384, 866.

Hºugh in Wybunbury, townſhip and minor of, 830.

in Wilmſlow, townſhip and manor of, $19.

Hough, family of, 384. 716.

Hºyle lake hotel in Little-Meoles, 670.

Hulfi.ld. See Hoofield.

Bulgaº, a hamlet of Middlewich, manor of, 691.

Hall, 692.

Hulme in Alloſtock, manor of, 536. Hall, ibid.

Hulme or Holme, family of, 385. 626, n.

£ulmºva'ſ id in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

491, 492. Hall, 492,

Hulſe in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor of,

539.

Haft; ºnly of 385. 687. 689. 765.

Rev. john, his bequeſt to the Univerſity of

Cambridge, 765.

— Sir Hugh, juſtice of the King's bench, temp.

Rich. Il.,687.

Hulton, family of, 399.

Hundreds of Cheſhire, ancient and modern, 316–

3.22.

Hunſierſon or Hunſierton in Wybunbury, townſhip

and manor ot, 830.

Huntingdon in St. Oſwald's pariſh Cheſter, townſhip

of, 617,618.

Hurdyfield in Macclesfield-foreſt, townſhip of,

742.

Hurff, in Aćion, townſhip and manor of, 474.

#!". family of, 385.

Huxley in Waverton, townſhip and manor of,

810. Upper and Lower Huxley-Hall, ilid.

Huxley, family of, 385. 81o.

George, his donation to the pariſh of

Aéton, 473.

Hyde in Stockport, townſhip and manor of, 784,

785. Hall, 785.

—mill, the ſeat of Mr. Clarke, ibid.

Hyde family, account of, 385. 784, 785.

Hypocalſ, found at Cheſter, 428.

1.

Idenſaw or Iddºnſ all in St. Oſwald's pariſh,

Cheſter, townſhip of, 618.

Imprecation, remarkable, 652.

Iſoyd in Flintſhire, a townſhip of Malpas, 676.

Ince, or ?ues, pariſh of, 668. Manor, church, and

ancient Gothic building, ibid

Ince, family of 399.

Inſcriptions, Roman, 429, 430.

Jºly, partly in Thurſtanton, and partly in Wood.

church, townſhip and manor of, Sc4, Sojº

Hall, Soj.

J.

Şackſon family, memorials of, at Sandbach, 7%.

jamºs I, King, viſits Cheſter, 563; Lea Hall,

62o ; Nantwich, 702; Rock-Savage, 755;

Vale-Royal, 815.

II. King, his portrait at Vale. Royal, $14.

jodrell, family of 3:1. 727. 770, 891.

John, King, at Chelter, 3o4. 559.

– St., the Baptiſt, pariſh of, in Cheſter, 621

625; the church, 621 – 6: 3; ſtyle of it".

architecture, 437, 438; monuments, 9-3 ;

the anchorite’s cell aid hoſpital of St. Anne,

$24. Manor of Redclifle, ilid.
J Karin
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-

K. Langdale, Sir Marmaduke, defeated at Rowton

- l heath, 313. 566.

Karinsham. See Carincham. Larkian or Larton, townſhip and manor of, 683.

Keckwick in Dar. ſbury-chapelry, townſhip and Latchford. See Lachford,

manor of 758. Latham, family of, 396.

Keifull in Tarvin, townſhip and manor of, 797, /William, his inter.Jed hiſtory of Cheſhire,

798 Hall, 798. 467.

Kelſall family of, 366. 50o. 555; monuments of Launcelyn, family of 386. 504.

in Cheadle church, 555. Lawton, pariſh of, 673. Manor and church, ibid.

Kenworthy or Kennedy in Withenſhaw, hamlet of, Fatal accident there, idid.

717. Lawton, family of, 366. 673.

Kermicham or Kermincham. See Carincham. Lea in Backford, townſhip and manor of, 49S.

Aiddington. . See Cuddington. - cum-Newbold, townſhip of, 62o. Hall, iºd.

Kinderton in Middlewich, barony of, 351. 690,691 ; — Hall in Middlewich, 694,

townſhip and manor of, 690, 691 townſhips Green Hall in Minſhull, ibid.

within the barony of, 696; the lodge, 691. — or Lee in Wybunbury, townſhip, manor, and

Kind-ſtreet, a Roman road in Cheſhire, 435. - hall of, 830. 831.

King's-maſh, an ancient privileged tract of land, Lea or Lee, family of, 386. 830.

657. Leather-laces, made at Congleton, 489.

Kingſley in Frodſham, townſhip and manor of 661. Leccator, obſervations on the word, 523.

Hall, ibid. Chapel, 662. . Leche, John Eſq., his tomb in Tiiton church,

Kingſley, family ot, 386. 661. 805.

Ainnerton-Lower in Doddleſton, townſhip and Ledſham in Neſton, townſhip and manor of, 716.

manor of, 652. Lee Hall in Lawton, 673.

- Higher, ibid. Lee, family of, 386. 832.

Kirkly in Walley. See Wallazey. Lee's-Kirk, a church formerly in Wallazey, 867.

JVſ, pariſh of, 608–0;o; townſhip and Leftwich in Davenham, townſhip and manor of,

manor ot, 668. Church and ſchool, ibid. 647. Hall, 648.

Knights-Grange in Whitegate, 818. Leftwich, family of, 386. 647, 648.

Knočforum. See Noćlorum. Ligh-High, in Roſtherne, townſhip and manor of,

Anollº, Sir Robert, the companion of Sir Hugh 747. Chapels, 748. School, ibid.

Calveley, account of, 543, n. — Little, in Great. Budworth, townſhip and

Knutsford, town, and pariſh of, 679–673. Manors, manor of, 529. Chapel and ſchool, ibid.

markets and fairs, 679, 67 I. Population, Lºgh of Adlington, family of, 359. 724; their

manufacture of thread, &c. 671. Church, memorials in Preſtbury church, 723.

672. School, ibid.

Nether, townſhip and manor of, 6; 1,

672. Ancient chapel, ibid.

of Baguley, family of, 3(o. 51 1.

of Booths, family of, 359. 67 I.

of Eaſt-Hall, family of 358, 359. 747;

Over, townſhip and manor of, 6; i. their memorials in Roſtherne church, 746.

Booths, ibid. of Lyme, family of 359. 728; memorials of

A nutsford, family of, 380. 779. them in Macclesfield chapel, 739.

of Ridge, family of, 359 745.

of Cumberland, D, rbyſhire, Glouceſterſhire,

Warwickſhire, and Yorkſhire 359.

L. — Piers, beheaded at Cheſter, 3-0. 561. 728;

his epitaph, 728.

Zach Pennis in Great-Budworth, townſhip of, -, Roger, monument of, and his ſix ſons, in

539. Macclesfield chapel, 739.

on Rûdheath, 667. 8 17. — family, portraits of, 729.

Lache or Lecc/-Hall, 629. (33. Jeiceſ r, Sir J. F., his ſeat at Tabley, 532.

Lacººrd in Crappenhall, tow, ſhip and manor of, Zeic/l r, Earl of, received at Cheſter with great

665. Markets and fairs, ibid. Chapel, ibid. ſtate, 563.

Jambert, general, defeats Sir George Booth, 315. Leighjuxta Bartherton, townſhip, manor, and chapel

Zand' owners, principal, of Cheſhire, 347–34,. cf 52

Landican in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of, Leigh, i wa.H.I. family of 359. 747.

S24. of Oughtrington, 359. 674.

Zane, Mrs. Žane, who aſſiſted King Charles, II. Lººs or Leº in Gooitrey, townſhip and manor of, ,

in his cicape, portrait of, 783. 77C. -

Lºiz'-
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Irighton in Nantwich, townſhip and manor of,

13, 7 I4.

—tº Neſton, townſhip and manor of, 716.

Hall, ibid.

1.eighton, family of, 713. 716.

Leverſage, family of 356, n. 768 ; monuments of

one of them in Macclesfield chapel, 739 ;

their chapel in Sandbach church, 766.

I.eveſºn family, memorials of, in Middlewich church,

688. -

Leyceſter, family of 366, 367. 531. 673.
Sir Peter, the hiſtorian of Bucklow

hundred, 465 ; born at Tabley in 1612, 531 ;

his controverſy with Sir Thomas Mainwaring,

concerning the legitimacy of Amicia, daughter

of Hugh Kevelioc, Earl of Cheſter, 750 ;

his tomb in Great-Budworth church, 52c.

Lichfield, Earl of, ſlain at Rowton-heath, 313.

Lifting, a cuſtom prevailing in Chi ſhire, 463.

Lightning, fatal accident by, in Lawton church,

673.

Liaº See Lymme.

Linen, great ſale of, at the Cheſter fairs, 635.

Liſcard or Liſkard in Wallazey, townſhip and manor

of, 8o3.

Litler or Littleover, family of, 396. 8 13.

Littleboys, JWilliam, his curious epitaph in Over

Peover chapel, 752.

Littleton in Church Chriſtleton, townſhip of, 642.

Longden in Mottram, townſhip of, 696.

Longden-dale, ſingetwiſel, or Tintwiſtle, lordſhip

of, 696, 697.

Longevity, inſtances of, 366. 487. 503. 546. 648.

059: 678. 695. 715.729. 743.

Lºftock Gralam in Great Budworth, townſhip and

manor of, 539.

houſe, 492.

Loftock, family of, 386. 493.

Lower-Hall in Stretton, 531.

Houſe in Broxton, 687.

in Norbury, the refidence of the

Bromley family, 687.

Lupus, Hugh, made earl of Cheſter, 2.97. 349 ;

comes into Cheſhire with William the Con

queror, 559; his hall, 569; his ſword, 462 ;

abbey founded by him at Cheſter, 572; ends

his days there, ibid. -

Jºyme, or Lyme-Handley, townſhip and manor of,

-

M.

Maccleſield, chapelry of, 734–745. Charter and

cºrporation, 734. Market and fairs, 735.

Manufactures and population, 735, 739.

Manor, 736,737. Court of record, S fi is,

&c. 737, 738. Remains of the Duke of

Buckingham's and other ancient manſions, 738.

Chapel and college, 738, 739. New chapel,

or Chriº’s church, 73, 740. Free grammar

ſchool, 74 o-742. Alºns-houſe, 742.

Foreſt, townſhip of 742, 743. Foreſ!

chapel, 742.

earldom of, 352.

Macclesfield, family of, 397.

Macefrn in Malpas, townſhip and manor of 684.

-

Maddock family, 386.

Mainwaring, or Meſnilwaring family, 360. 498.

518. 750–752. 788. SoS. 817, 818. 835.

Monuments of, 448, 449, 450. 47c, 751, 752.

Sir John, a retainer to the Earl of

Buckingham, 751.

Sir Thomas, created a baronet, 750;

his controverſy with Sir Peter Leyceſter,

concerning the legitimacy of Amicia, daughter

of Hugh Kevelioc, Earl of Cheſter, ibid.

Sir William, killed at the fiege of

Cheſter, 576; his monument, 574; his por

trait in ſtained glaſs in Farndon church, 656. .

-

Maiſłerſon, or Maſterſon, family of, 376. 7 Io.

Mala-Platea. See Malpas.

Malbank-Wich, account of the barony of. See

Nantwich.

Mallon, family of, 399.838; memorials of, 500.

Mallory, family ot, 399. 695.

27.

Hall, the ſeat of the Legh family, 458. 728,

729. Portraits there, 729. Park, iiid, #36.
Remarkable cuſtom of driving the deer,

ibid.

1.9mme or Limme, pariſh of, 673, 674. Manor of,

674. Hall, anciently the ſeat of the Dom.

* family rectory, ſchool, and iron-mill,

-a-

Malpas, town and pariſh of, 675–685. Market,
fairs, and population, 676. Monaſtery and

caſtle, ibid. Pariſh church, 678. Rećtory,

grammar-ſchool, and blue ſchool, ibid. Alms

houſe, 679. -

Melpas, barony of, 35o; townſhips compriſed

within it, 676, n. -

Mary, viſcounteſs, her monument in

Malpas church, 678.

Malpas, family of, 38%. 677.

Manley in Frodſham, townſhip and manor of 662.

Hali, 663. Quarry of free-ſtone, ibid. '

Manley, family, 373. 504 630. 662.

Manufačures of Cheſhire, 426,427.

Marbury, church of 685–687; townſhip an

manor of, 685, 686. Hall and ſchool, 686.

in Great-Budworth, townſhip and mano

of, 529, 530. Hall, 532. Mere, ibid.

Marbury, family of, 386. 529.
Mardley, or Morley Hall in Bridge-Trafford, a ſeat

of the Trafford family, 722.

Margaret, Queen, viſits Cheſter, 308. 562.& Ql 2 , 3C5. 5 Market
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. monuments, 688, 689. Grammar-ſchool,

Mºi. Partington, 515.

Mill end in Gawſworth, 663.

Millington in Roſtherne, townſhip, manor, and hall,

748.

Millington, family of, 387, 748.

Milton Green in Handley, 666.

Minſhull, pariſh of 694, 695; townſhip and manor

of, ilid. reëtory and ſchool, 695.

Pºrnºn in Middlewich, townſhip and

manor of, 691.

Minſhull, family of, 352. 387. 694.

- Sir Richard, created Baron and Viſcount

Minſhull, 352.

Miſtrels of Cheſhire, 52.3—525. 663, 604; ſaid

to have been inſtrumental in the reſcue of

Ranulph, Earl of Cheſter, 603; advowry,

or magiſtracy of, 523; proceſſions of, 524,

525. 694.

Minſtreſſ-courts at Cheſter, 524. 526; at Tutbury

in Staffordiſhre, 524.

Mobberley, pariſh of, 695, 696. Priory founded

there, 695. Townſhip and manor of, 695,

696. R &ry, 695. Church, 696.

Molberley, family of, 387, 695.

Mock beggars-Hall in Aldford, 484.

in Wallazey, 807.

Molineux, Lord, ſeizes Cheſter for James II.

315. 569.

Mollington Great, in Backford, townſhip and manor

of, 498.

- Torrant, alias Torreld in Backford,

townſhip and manor of, 498.

Hall, ibid.

—Parva, townſhip and manor of, 630.

Molyneux, Samuel, a native of Cheſter, 635.

Mongſteries, colleges, and hoſpitals in Cheſhire,

3.27.

#. remains, 452—454.

Monk, general, taken priſoner in Aćton church,

47 O.

Monks Coppenhall, townſhip and manor of, 645.

Heath Hall in Alderley, 481.

Menſlrous birth, at Middlewich, 689.

Montfort, Simon de, inveſted with the earldom of

-

Market towns of Cheſhire, 327, 328. -

Marle abundant in Cheſhire, and much uſed as

a manure, 414.

Marlers, (the labourers at a marle-pit), their ſhout

ing, 463,464. -

Marlº'on-cum-Lach, townſhip of, 629.

Marple in Stockport, townſhip and manor of, 785,

786. Chapel, 785. School, 785, 786.

Marrº, colonel, governor of Cheſter, ſlain, 3.12.

566.

Marſon in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of, 53o.

Marthall in Over-Peover, townſhip and manor of,

752,753. , -

Martin, St. pariſh of, in Cheſter, 625.

A1arton or Merton in Whitegate, townſhip and

manor of, 817, 818. Grange and Sands,

817, 818. Ancient manſion, 818.

— in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of 730.

Hall the ancient ſeat of the Davenport family,

and chapel, ibid.

Mary St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 625 – 631 ;

Population, 625. Church, 625, 626. Monu

ments, 626.844. Rećtory, 627.

Maſie, family of 387. 485. 494, 495.

Miſsy, barons of Dunham-Maſſey, 351. 513.

Mºſſy, family of 362, 361. 553.746, 749. 835;

memorials of, at Rotherne, 746.

Maſſie, family of, 360, 361. 643.

Edward, the parliamentary general,

portrait of, 643.

Mafferſºn, or Maſterſon family, 376. 7 Io.

—john, tomb of, in Nantwich church,

768.

- Thomas, his military exploits, 7 Io.

Mailey in Mottram, townſhip and manor of, 6,8.

Maurice, Prince, relieves Beetton, 313. 549; at

Cheſter, 566.

Mºolºs Great and Little, in Weſt-Kirkby, townſhips

and manors of, 670.

Meoles, family of, 387. 670. 837.

Mere in Roſtherne, townſhip and manor of 748.

School, ibid.

Mºre, family of, 387. 748.

Meres in Cheſhire, 422. 839.

Merſey river, courſe of, 419, 42 o'

Merton in Delamere foreſt, manor of, 667.

Merton in Whitegate. See Marion.

Michael, St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 631.

Micklehurſ?, manor of, in Mottram, 696.

Mickl-Trafford in Plemondſtall, townſhip and

manor of, 72 I.

Middleton, David and Sir Henry, eminent naviga

tors, natives of Cheſter 634, 635.

Middlewich, pariſh of, 687–694. Markets and

fairs, 687, 688. Salt-works and brine-ſprings,

688; hiſtorical events, ibid. Pariſh church.

Cheſter, 560.

Moore in Dareſbury-Chapelry, townſhip, and manor

of, 758.

Arº cum-Parme. See More/harrow.

Moravians, ſettlement of, at Dukenfield, 784.

More, family of, 387. 504,

Moreton, Great, in Attbury, townſhip and manor

of, 492. -

townſhip and manor of, in Bidſton, 507.

— Little, Hall, account of, 457. 492, 493.

840.

Moreton,
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Moreton, family of, 374. 387. 492, 493; their

burial-place at Attbury, 487. -

Morg/harrow, or Mooſbarrow cum-Parme, in Mid.

dlewich, townſhip and manor of, 692. Hall,

ibid.

Morgall family, memorials of, in Backford church,

97.

Morgan, Edward, monument of, in Stoak church,

776.

Morley in Wilmſlow, townſhip and manor of, 819.

Hall. See Mardley-Hall.

Moſaic-pavement, found at Cheſter, 428.

Moſes in Cheſhire, 405.

Moſt-houſe, an ancient hall in Audlem, 495.

Moſon, townſhip and manor of, 650. Hall, ibid.

in Warmingham, townſhip and manor of,

Soo.

Moſion, family of 387, 388. Soo.

Aſotter/head, family of 731. 839.

Mottrim, pariſh of, 696–698; townſhip of, 696;

church, ibid. 697. Re &tory, 697. School, ibid.

Andrew in Preßbury, townſhip and

manor of 730, 731. Hall, Higher and

Lower houſe, and Lez-Hall, 731.

Moltram family of, 388. 730.837.

Mouldſworth, Great, in Tarvin, townſhip and

manor of, 798. Hall, ibid.

Lilik. See Horlon-cum-Peele.

Moºſºn, family of, 4oo.

Sir Thomas, lord mayor of London,

founds a chapel and ſchool at Hargrave

Stubbs, 798.

Moulton in Davenham, hall, and demeſnes of, 648.

Mowcop hill, 493.

Mumming forbidden at Cheſter, 6co.

-

N.

Mantºvich or Namptwich, account of, 699–714;

derivation of the name, 699 ; early hiſtory of

the town, ilid. . Hiſtorical events, 699–702.

Market and fairs, 792, 703. Government,

bring-ſprings and ſalt-works, 703; ceremony

of bleſſing the brine, and adorning an ancient

ſalt-pit, called the Old Biat, ibid. Population

and manufactures, 704. Exemptions of the

inhabitants; quarter-ſeſſions; fatal accident at

the ſeſſion-houſe, and removal of the ſeſſions,

ibid. Caſtle, 707. Church monuments and

parochial library, 7-8. Chapel and meetirg

houſes, 799. Gentlemen's ſeats, 769, ; 13.

Ancient hoſpitals, and alms-houſes, 7 Io —

712. Schools, 7 12, 713.

or 'ich-Malbank, manor and barony of,

;o.4–7 o8.

Needham, family of, 373. 772. Ancient meme.

rials of, in Holmes-chapel, 77 I.

Robert, hanged at Cheſter, taken down

alive and pardoned, 562.

Nºfton, pariſh of, 714–716. Market and fairs,

714. Vicarage, 715. Park-gate, ilid.

Great, townſhip and manor of, 714,

715. . . -

Little, townſhip and manor of 715,

716.

Nether-Lythe, or Legh, account of, 629.

Netherton, a hamlet of Frodſham, 659.

Nether l/hiſley. See IWhitley.

Newbold-Aîbury, in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor;

of, 486.

Newborough, or Newbroºke, in the townſhip of

Dutton, 529.
-

New-found well on Delamere-foreſt, account of its

diſcovery, 416, 417. 791.

Newhall in Aćton, townſhip of, 478. Manor,

and caſtle of, ibid.

in Audlem, 496.

in Davenham, Hall and demeſnes of

648.

Newton-juxta-Darſury, townſhip and manor of,

7. Kº -

75%. Frodſham, townſhip of, 661.

in Maloas, townſhip and manor of, 684.

in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

692.

in Mottram, townſhip and manor of 698.

in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of 731.

Chapel, ibid.
-

in St. Oſwald's pariſh, Cheſter, townſhip

of, 618.

juxta Tattenhall, townſhip and manor of

8oo.

cum Larton in Weſt-Kirkby, townſhip and

manor of, 670.

Newton, family of, 388. 698. 819. -

Humphrey, his monument in Wilmſlow

church, 451.821. l

Thomas, a learned writer, born at Butley,

726.
-

Nichol, William, the late, his aſſiſtance to this

work, 355, n. 468. 833.
-

Nixon, the ſuppoſed Cheſhire prophet, obſervation?

on his ſtory, 814—S16.

Nobility of Cheſhire, 349—352.

Noblemen's ſeats, 353.
-

Nociorum, or Knośrºm in Woodchurch, townſhip

and manor of, 823.

Norbury in Marbury, townſhip and manor of ºº

—— in Stockport, townſhip and manor of 78°.

Hall, chapel, and ſchool, ibid.

—— Booth. See Over Knutsford.
Norbury,
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Norbury, family of, 388. 687.

— Sir John, Lord treaſurer of England,

Norff, a hamlet of Styall, 820.

Norcot, a hamlet of Over-Whitley, 532.

Norley in Frodſham and Weverham, townſhip of,

C61, 662. 813. Hall, 662.

Bank, 662.

Norſhagh, a hamlºt of Tatton, 75°.

Northen or Northenden, pariſh of 717, 718. Manor

of 717. Church, 717, 7 18.

North. Rode. See Rodz.

Northwich, town of, 537, 538. Market and fairs,

537. Its hiſtory, tait-trade, &c. ibid. Manor,

537, 538. -

- g/k, or Cººkton, townſhip and manor

of, 538.

North-wood in High. Legh, 747. Hall, ibid.

Norton in Halton-Chapelry, townſhip and manor

of, 763, 764. Priory ilid.

Nuttall, family of, 388.

O.

Oakhanger-Hall in Haſlington, 504.

Oaks the, in Broxton, 685.

Occleſion in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

692, 693.

Odd-Rode in Aſtbury, townſhip, manor, and hall of,

492.

ofriºi, Stockport, townſhip and manor of, 786.

Olave St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 631.

Old-caffle in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 684.

Caſtle, ibid.

—Heath, battle there in 1644, 31.2. 684.

Oldeton, or Oulton, family of, 388. 542. 729.

Oldfield, in Heſwall, manor ot, 667.

Hall in Altrincham, 511.

Oldfield, family of, 388 648. 667.

Old-Hall, an eſtate at Malpar, 678.

Old-Haugh in Warmicham, 808.

Old Withington. See Withington. -

Ollerton or Owlarton in Knutsford, townſhip and

manor of, 672. School, ibid.

Onſon in Crowton, townſhip and manor of, 812.

Orreby, family of, 388, 389.

(ſcroft, a hamlet of Tarvin, 794.

Oſwald's, St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 615–62 i.

Church, 615, 616. Townſhips, 616–019.

Chapelry of Brucra, or Church-on-heath,

6 9–62 I.

Oughtrington, a hamlet of Lymme, 673, 674.

Oilton-Hall, the ſcat of John Egerton Eſq. M. P.,

54o.J 1.0°te, in Over, townſhip aid manor of,

* 2 c.

over, parih cf, 18–720. Market and fair, 718 ;

Vol. I [.

borough, or town of, 718, 719 : ele&tion of

a mayor, 718. Manor, church, and ſchool,

719.

Over.º, pariſh of, 721. Church, ibid.

Over-Hall in Stretton, 531.

— Legh in the pariſh of St. Mary, Cheſter,

628.

— Marſh. See King’s-Marſh.

- #. chapelry .. *..., Townſhip

and manor of, 750, 751. School, 752.

Peover-Hall, the ſeat of Sir H. M. Main

waring, Bart. 750, 751.

Tabley. See Talley.

or Higher-IValton in Dareſbury-Chapelry,

townſhip and manor of, 760. Hall, ibid.

JWhiley. See Whitley.

Overton, a hamlet of Frodſham, 658, 659.

in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 684.

Hall in Smallwood, 494.

Hall in Taxall, 891.

Overton, family of, 389.

Owlarton. See Ollerton, 672.

Oxton in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of,

823.

P.

Page, family of, 373.77.1.

Pageants at Chelter, 583.

Painted glaſ, in the windows of the Cheſhire

churshes, 441 – 443; in Brereton church,

517; in Farndon church, 656; in Over

ck urch, 719.

Pale, Old and New, in Delamére-foreſt, 799.

Parker, family of, 389.

Park. Gate in Neſton, 715.

— Lane in Maccle: field, 735.

Pariſher, number of, in Cheſhire, 324, 325.

Parſonage-green in Wilmſlow, 820.

Partington in Bowden, townſhip and manor of,

I S.

Priº, family of 389. 836.

Paſlimes, ancient, at Cheſter, 584–590. 599.

Patrick, family of, 389. 676.

Peat-bºg; in Cheſhire, 405.

Peckforton in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of,

550, 551. Hall, ibid.

Peckforton, family of, 397, 553.

Peel, a hamlet of Little-Mouldſworth, 797.

Hall, ſometime a ſcat of the Earls of

Piymouth, . 797.

}} in cłaś. formerly a ſeat of the

Ardernes, 662.

Penſky in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of,
824.4.

Pentice the, at Cheſter, 582.

5 U Paave?
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Peover river, courſe of, 421.

Peover-Lower, in Great-Budworth, chapelry of,

534–537,

—Over, in Roſtherne, chapelry of, 750–753.

Manor, 750, 751. Hall, the ſeat of Sir H. M.

Mainwaring Balt. ilid. Chapel and monuments

75 I, 752.

Great and Little, in Lower-Peover, town

ſhips and manors of, 534, 535.

Pºploe, biſhop, monument of, 574.

Percival, Sir john, knight, lord mayor of London,

founds a free grammar ſchool at Macclesfield,

740, 74 I.

Peter, St., pariſh of, in Cheſter, 632.

Picmere or Picknere in Great-Budworth, townſhip

and manor of, 5 so.

Picmere, family of, 389.

Pickering, family of, 4co.

Pition in Plemonditai, townſhip and manor of,

723. -

Paſº Mr. Barry’s colle&ion of, 530; of the

Engliſh ſchool at Tabley-houſe, 532.

Piſtine in the Cheſhire churches, 444.

Plague, fatal at Cheſter, 602, 603 ; at Nantwich,

702 ; extraordinary circumſtances relating to

it at Bradley, 845, 846.

Plantations, large, of Scotch firs, &c. 407.

Plays, IWhitſun, at Cheſter, 59c–598, and other

ancient plays, 594.

Plemondſ all, or Plenſall, pariſh of 721–723.

Manor of, 72 I. Church, ibid. 722.

Plinyard, manor of, in Eaſtham, 652.

Plumley in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of 536, 537.

Podington. S-e Pudington.

Pole the, in Over-Whitley, 533.

Poole. Hall, feat of the Pooles, Baronets, 354.

457, 458. 653, 654.

Poole in Acton, townſhip and manors of, 474,

475.

º, and Nether, townſhips and manors of,

653. Hal', 653, 654.

Poole, family of, 373. 4oo. 653. 686; created

baronets, 354.

Pooleton-cum Spittle, manor of, 504.

— or Poulton in Wallazey, tswnſhip and

manor of, 838.

Portraits at Crewe. Hall, 502; at Dunham-Maſſey,

514, n. ; at Over-Legh, 629; at Lyme, 729;

at Harden, 783; at Vale-Royal, 814.

Portnote-court at Cheſter, 581, n.

Portwood, a hamlet of Brinnington, 783.

Pºff, or Prapºſti, pariſh officers in Cheſhire, ſo

called, 486. 780. 840.

Potatoes, much cultivated in Cheſhire, 41 I.

— early raiſed in Cheſhire, and ſold at a high

price, 41 i. 511. 679,

Pott chapel, 743. -

Pott.Shrigley in Macclesfield-foreſt, townſhip and

manor of 743, 744, Chapel, 743. Hall, ilid,

School, 743, 744.

Pott, or Potts, family of, 4oo. 743, n,

Poulton in Pulford, townſhip and manor of 745,

746. Ciſtercian-abbey, ibid.

Povey, family of, 397.

Pownall fie, a diviſion of the pariſh of Wilmſlºw,

819. Hall, ibid.

Poynton in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of 731.

Hall, chapel, ſchool-houſe, and collieries,

ibid.

Prepºſti. See Pºſis.

Praers, family of, 389. 498. 562.

Prenton in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor of,

824. Ancient manſion, the ſeat of the Hock

enhulls, ilid. -

Prenton, family of, 389. 4oo. 824.

Preſihury, pariſh of, 723–745. Townſhip, manor,

and hall of, 723. Rectory, and advowſon,

ilid. Church, and monuments, 723, 724,

Saxon-chapel, the burial-place of the Meredith

family, 724. School-houſe, ibid.

Preſlind, family of, 389. 552.

Prºſion-on-the-hill, in Dareſbury-Chapelry, townſhip

and manor of, 759.

Priors. Heys in Oſcroft, 794.

Produce of Cheſhire, 468–41 I.

Puddington (anciently Pudican) in Burton, town:

ſhip and manor of, 553, 554; ancient ſeat of

the Maſſey fan.ily, 554. Hall, ibid.

Pulford, pariſh of 745, 746; townſhip, manor and

caſtle ot, 7.45.

Pulford, family of, 389.745.

Pullon. See Poulton.

Q.

Quiſly or Coiſy. Birches, 758.

Quaiſley, alias Coſley, a hamlet of Marbury, 685,

686.

R.

Raby in Neſton, townſhip and manor of, 716.

Races. See Horſe. Racer.

foot, 585. -

Radnor in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

93.

Rainow in Macclesfield-foreſt, townſhip, chapel,

and ſchoo!, 742.

Raven, family of, 389. 7.65.

Sir John, ſhipwrecked, on his return from

France, 765.

8 Faveſ.
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:

:

Ravenſºroft in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

693.

Raºh, family of, 389. 693.

Reaſº-Heath Hall, 476.

Redclive, manor of, in St. John's pariſh in Cheſter,

624.

Reddiſ, a hamlet of Lymme, 673.

– Hall in Grappenhall, (65.

Reddiſ, family of, 389 664, 665.

Red-Hall in Wiſłafton, 822.

Retiarius, figure of, on a tile found at Cheſter, 431.

Retinues of the ancient nobility, how compoſed,

75 I, n.

Riºh weaving in Cheſhire, 427. 489.

Richard II., Kºr, partial to the men of Cheſhire,

56;. 833, ſeveral of the principal Cheſhire

families excepted from pardon, by King

Henry IV. for their adherence to him, 834;

viſits Cheſter, 561 ; brought thither as a

- priſoner by Henry of Lancaſter, 562.

Rida, re Hall in Pott-Shrigley, 744.

Riddings in the townſhip of Timperley, 515.

Hail, illd.

Rider. john, biſhop of Killaloe, a native of

Carrington, 5 2.

Ridge in the townſhip of Sutton, 7.45. Hall, ibid.

Ridley in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of, 551.

R diey Hall and mere, ibid.

Ringay, or Ringway, a hamlet of Hale, 514, 515.

Ancient cººpel there, ibid.

Rivers of Cheſhire, 417–42 2.

Road; in Cheſhire, 4 4–426.

Rock ſºrry in Little-B blog on, 565,

— Savage, 2ncient ſeat of the Savage family,

55

Rºl a ſeat of the Wilbraham family, 492.

— North, in Preitbury, townſhip and manor of,

73 i , 732. -

— Odd, in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

492 - 493.

Rode, family of 389. 492.

Roe, Clark, Eſq., founder of Chriſt's church or

chapel, in Mcclesfield, 739, 740; his monu

ment there, 740.

Roman Antiquities, 427–43 i.

and Britiſh roads, a d Roman ſations in

Cheſhire, 43 – 437.

Romily in Stockport, townſhip and manor of, 786.

Chapel, ibid.

Rood eye, a meadow in Trinity pariſh, Cheſter,

63; races, and other ſports there, 58 -

Rope dancers at Cheſter, in 1606, 563.

Rºſtherne, or Roſthorne, pariſh of 746—753;

º and manor of, 746. Church, 746,

747. School, 747.

Rouches-croft in Backford, manor of, 497.

Rough or Rowe-Shotwick, otherwiſe JWoodlank,

townſhip and manor of, 776.

Roveacre, a hamlet of Hooton, 653.

Row. Chriſleton, or Rowton in Church-Chriſtleton,

townſhip of, 642.

Rowe, family of, 389.

Rowley in Carincham, the ſeat of the Rowley

family, 783.

Rowley, family of, 397. 788.

Aows at Cheſter, 610; etchings of them by Mr.

Critt, 843.

Rowton, townſhip, &c. 642.

heath, 643; battle and rendezvous there in

the civil war, ibid.

Rud-heath, manor of, 650 ; battle there in the

civil war, ibid.

Ruloe-houſe in Crowton, 812.

Runcorn, pariſh of, 753—764. Royalty, caſtle

and town of, 753, 754. Church, 754.

Canal, population, &c. ilid.

Gap, 754.

Running at the ring, 588.

1&upert, Prince, relieves Beeſlon-caſtle, 313. 549;

a rives at Cheller, 566 ; takes Stockport 3 2.

778.

Ruſ' bearing, cuſtom of, 463.

Ruſhill Hall, or Rºſice, or Rºſhall, in Golborne,

800.

I'uſ' ton in Tarporley, manor of, 790. Hall, 799,

79t.

Ruff, family of, 389. 39c. 661. 758.

S.

Saighton or Saughton, townſhip and manor of, 621.

Sºghton-Hall, account of 477. 62 I.

Saint Pierre, family of, 39c. 54t.

Sºle, in Aſhton on-Merſey, to wifuip and manor of,

485. Iłall, ibid.

Salt, ſoft', or rock, 4t 1, 412 ; mines at Witton

and Nºrthwich, 412. 537.

—ſprings and works, 4og- | 1.426. 537 (88.

7-3. 769; cuſtom of adorning the pits at

Nantwich with ribbands on Alcet ſign day,

5* b. 7c3, n. * - - * *

Rºad lofts, ſkreens, &c. in the Cheſhire churches, Salertſord, hamlet of, 741. School, ibid. Chapel,

+3.

Roſe i. Wybunbury, townſhip aud manor of,

831.

Rope, family of 389. 831.

7-12.

sºil, partly in Over and Marton, 8 (8.

Sandlach, pariſh of, 764–772. Markets and

fairs, 764. Townſhip and manor of 765,

5 U 2 7(6.
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766. Hall, church, and ſchool, 766. Croſſes,

459,460.

Sandbach, family of 300. 765.

Sandford, captain, takes Beeſton-caſtle by aſſault,

548; killed at the fiege of Nantwich, 7oo;

his gaſconading letter, ibid, in the note.

Saughall, Great, in Shotwick, townſhip and manor

of, 7%

—Little, in Shotwick, townſhip and manor

of, 775.

Maſſy, townſhip and manor of, in

Bidſton, 506, 557.

Savage family, account of, 390. 554, 649.755;

their reſidence at Rock-Savage, 739. Monu

ments of in Macclesfield chapel, 450, 451.

739.

—archbiſhop, a native of Macclesfield, 738;

founder of a college there, 738, 739; his

chapel, 739.

—— Sir John, ſlain at the fiege of Boulogne,

in 1492,554. 649.

Schomberg, Duke, encamps at the Mels in Wirral,

67o.

Schools, grammar, at Bunbury, 841; at Cheſter,

635; at Macclesfield,740–742; at Stockport,

7So; at Witton, 538,

—— Sunday, very extenſive at Stockport,

78 I.

sold. puniſhments for, 491. 735. 790.

Scot, john, Earl of Cheſter, poiſoned by his wife,

817.

Seacome or Seacomb, a hamlet of Poolton, 808.

Seats, of the Cheſhire nobility, 352 ; of baronets,

354; of the gentry, 401–404.

Sepulchral monuments, ancient in Cheſhire, 444–

Serjeaun 7. de, his graveſtone in St. John's church,

Cheſter, 445.

Seven-Oaks, a hamlet of Over-Whitley, 532.

Shaa, Edmund, lord mayor of London, founds

Woodhead chapel, 697; the free ſchool at

Stockport, 780; extracts from his will, 697.

78o.

Shakerley, family of, 371. 494. 536.

— Sir Gºffrey, his monument in Nether

ibid.

Shallow end, in Gawſworth, 663.

Shanewick farm in Somerford. Booth, 494

Shavington in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor of,

831.

cum-Greſley, manor of, ibid.

Shavington or Shenton, family of 397.

Shaw-Hall, in Coppenhall, 645.

Shaw, family of 390. 645.

Sherd or Shert, family of, 4oo. 783.

Sherlock, Dr. Richard, his bequeſt to the poor of

Oxton, 823. -

Peover chapt., 535; anecdote related of him,

Shert Hall in Diſley, 783.

Shipbrooke in loavenham, townſhip of, 648, 649;.

ſeat of the barony of that name, ibid.

Barony of, 35 i. 648, 649.

Skocklack, pariſh of, 772, 773; townſhips and

manor of, ibid. Caſtle, 456. 772, 773. Hall,

and rectory, 773.

Church, townſhip and manor of, 772,

773.

0viat, townſhip and manor of 772, 773.

Shocklach, family of, 839.

Shooting with bows and arrows for a breakfaſt at

Chaſter, 587 ; this exerciſe encouraged by

the mayor, 599.

Shotwick, pariſh of, 774–776; townſhip and

manor of, 774; the caſtle, 456. 774; the

church and hall, 774,

Shotwick, family of, 839.

Shows, ancient, at Cheſter, 584–590.

Shrigley, family of 390 743, 744.

Shurlach in Davenham, townſhip and manor of

649,

Siddington in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

732. Chapel, ſchool, and Thornycroft-Hall,

ibid.

Silk-mills in Cheſhire, 427. 489, 490, 491. 735:

778; firſt introduced at Congleton by Samuel

Pattiſon, 491 ; the firſt in the county ſet up.

at Stockport, 778.

Skreens in the Cheſh re churches, 443.

Smallwood, in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

493.

Smallwood, family of, 4oo. 726.

Smeaton-wood, townſhip and manor of, 478.

Smethwick, a hamlet of Brereton, 516. Manor and

hall, 518.

Smethwick, family of, 390. 518.

Smith, family of, 377. 391. 397, 808. 830; monu.

ments of, in Wybunbury church, 825.

— Thomas, of Hatherton, created a baronet,

353. -

— iſ illiam, rouge-dragon purſuivant; his col.

lections for Cheſhire, 465 808. -

— Dr. H/illiam, editor of Longinus, his monu

ment and epitaph, 575. -

Snelleſion or Snelſon in Over-Peover, townſhip and

manor of, 753.

Snelſºn, family of, 753. 839.

Sneyd, family of, 373 832.

Soils of Cheſhire, 405.

Somerford Booth in Aſtbury, townſhip and manor

of 494.

Radnor, in Aſtbury, 494.

Somerford, family of, 391. 494.

Somerſet, Charles Duke of, his portrait at Vale'

Royal, 814.

Soond or Sound in Aćion, townſhip and manor o',

475. Hall, ibid.

Hall, ilid,

Sºſ
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Soft. Moſs-Hall in Alderley, 481, 482.

Sparke, family of, 4oo.

Speed, the hiſtorian, a native of Farndon, 656.

Spital Boughton, townſhip of, 625.

Springs, mineral, in Cheſhire, 415—417.

Sproſton in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

693.

Spurſ'ow in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of, 551,

552.

sºft, family of 391. 531.

Staley, or Staveley, townſhip and manor of, 698,

Hai', ibid

Sºley, or Staveley, family of, 391.698.

Sº I'', ſtone, in the Cheſhire churches, 444.

Siaºſord and Warrington, earldom of, 352. 509.

5 : 3.

sani, of Storeton and Hooton, family of, 367.

506. 653; monuments of in Eaſtham church,

652.

William, created a baronet, 653.

Stanley of Alderley, family of 367. 480, 481.

Thomas, created a baronet, 480.

Stanlow, an extra-parochial place, adjoining Stoak,

777. Abbey founded there, ibid.

Stanney. Great, in Stoak, townſhip and manor of,
--

f Little, in Stoak, townſhip and manor of,

ibid.

Stanney Hall, ibid.

Stanthorne in Davenham, townſhip and manor of,

649, 650.

hill, the ſeat of Charles Leiceſter Eſq.

at, 650.

Sapeley in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor of,

831, 832. Hall, 832.

Stapely, family of 391.83 ſ.

Stapljord. Bruen, townſhip and manor of 798, 799.

Hall, 798.

—Fulke, townſhip and manor of, ibid.

Stapleton. Hall in Macclesfield, 738.

Stipleton, family of 397. 733.

Starkey, family of, 391. 476,531. 720; tombs of,

in Over-church, 719.

Hugh, his portrait on glaſs in Over church,

* I -

/ 's, Humphrey, chief baron of the exche

quer, 729, n.

Ralph, an antiquary, 720, n ; his collections

for Cheſhire, 466.

Statham a hamlet of Lymme, 673, 674.

Statues, antique, Mr. Barry's collection at Marbury

Hall, 530.

Staveley. See Staley.

Staveley, or Staley family, 391.697.

Steel, captain, ſurrenders Beefton-caſtle, and is ſhot

for cowardice, 548, 549.

Steele, family of, 4oo,

Stoak, pariſh of, 776, 777 ; townſhip and manor of,

776. Church and ſchool, ibid.

Stockham in Halton-Chapelry, townſhip, and manor

of, 764.

sºn of, 777–787. Borough, market,

and fairs, 777. Government of the town and

population, ibid. Manufactures and hiſtorical

events, 778. Manor and caſtle, 779. Church,

779,780. Rećtorial manor, 780. Government

of the pariſh, ilid. Free-ſchool, 780, 781.

Sunday ſchools, alms-houſe, and diſpenſary,

781. St. Peter’s chapel, 782.

Stockton in Malpas, townſhip and manor of, 684.

Stockton, family of, 391.

Stoke in Aćton, townſhip and manor of, 475.

Hall, ibid.

Stane cºffin, found in the Chapter houſe, at Cheſter,

ſuppoſed to be that of Hugh Lupur, 448.

Stone-eater at Cheſter, in 1649, 563.

Stones, john, his colle&tions for Cheſhire, 466.

Stony-Dunham. See Dunham-on-the hill.

Storeton, Great and Little, in Bebington, manors of,

505. Hall, 5c 6.

Strafford, Earl of, his reception at Cheſter, 841.

Stratford, biſhop, monument of, 574.

Street, family of, 4oo.

Strethill, a farm in Mere, 748.

Stretton in Great-Budworth, townſhip and manor

of, 531. Chapel, ibid.

in Tilſton, townſhip and manor of, 806.

Hall, ibid.

Stullach in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

603.

Stubbsº, iu Gawſworth, 663.

Styall in Wilmſlow, townſhip and manor of, 819.

Sudlow, a hamlet of Over-Tabley, 749.

Sunderland, a hamlet of Dunham-Maſſey, 514.

Sutton in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

602.

—"ban. in Macclesfield-foreſt, townſhip

and manor of, 744. Hall, ibid.

Sutton, family of, 392. 744.

Sir Richard, founder of Brazen-noſe

college, a native of Cheſhire, 744; his por.

trait in the window of Gawſworth church, ,

664.

Swanley, or Swanlow-Hall, in Aëton, 472.

Swanlow in Over, townſhip and manor of, 722.

Swanſeo-Park in Hurdsfield, 742.

Swanwick in Norbury, 687.

Swanwick, family of, 392. 687. 837.

Swetenham, family of 372.494.

Swettenham, pariſh of 787, 788. Townſhip and

manor of, ibid. Hall, and rectory, 788.

Swettenham, family of, 372.788. Memorials of in

Preſtbury-church, 723.

Swineyard in High-Legh, 747.
Sword,

7
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Sword of St. Edward, called curtana, or curtein,

340.

of Hugh Lupus, 462.

—- of Hodard, 528.

T.

Talley-Lower, in Great-Budworth, townſhip and

manor of, 531, 532.

— Hall, 458. 532.

Houſe, the ſeat of Sir J. F. Leiceſter,

Bart. 532.

Over, in Roſtherne, townſhip and manor

of 748, 749. Hall, and chapel, 749.

Tame river, courſe of, 421.

Tape, manufacture of, 735.

Tarporley, pariſh of, 788–793. Market and fairs,

788, 789. Manor of, 789, 790 ; its privi

leges, 795 ; church, and monuments, 791,

792; advowſon, 792 ; ſchools, alms-houſes,

&c. 793.

Tarvin, pariſh of 793–799. Market and fairs,

793, 794. Hiſtorical vents, 794. Manor,

ibid. Rectory and advowſon, 794, 795.

Grammar-ſchool, 795.

cum-Oſºroft, townſhip of 794.

Tattenhall, pariſh of, 799, Soo ; townſhip and

manor of, ilid. Hall, church, and ſchool,

8oo.

Tattenhall, family of 392. Soo.

Tatton in Rotherne, townſhip and manor of, 749,

750. Park and hall, 750.

Tatton, family of, 567, 368. 717. 749, 750; monu.

ments of in Northen church, 717.

Taverns at Cheſter, ordered not to be kept by

women, 6co.

Taxal, pariſh of, 8oo, SoI : townſhip and manor

of, ibid. Lodge and church, 891.

Taylor, family of, 4oo, 401.

Tenures of lands, fingular, 6có. 801, 82 r.

7 etion, Tadºune, or 7 cºſtºne, in Warmicham, town

ſhip and manor of 8c3.

Tºverton in Bunbury, townſhip and manor of 552.

Skirmith in Tcverton-field in the civil war,

illid.

Thelwall in Dar, ſbury-Chapelry, townſhip, and

- manor of, 759, 760. Chapel, 766.

Thingwall in Woodchurch, townſhip and manor

of 2 824.

Thomas, St., chapel of, at Cheſter, 634.

manor of, in St. Oſwald’s pariſh,

Cheſter, 616.

7 Ionaſh, Mr. John, maſter of the grammar

ſchºol at Tarvin, calebrated for his penmanſhip,

79; ; his portrait at Vale-Royal, 814.

Thorncliffº in Hollingworth, manor of, 098.

-

Thornton, pariſh of, 802 – 804. Reāory and

ſchool, 802.

in the moors, townſhip and manor of,

802.

Hough, otherwiſe Thornton Mayewe,

or Mayes in Neſton, townſhip and manor of,

716. Grange, ibid.

Thornton, family of, 392. 661.

Thornycroft-Hall in Siddington, 732.

Thornycroft, family of, 368. 732.

Thorpe, family of, 4to.

Thread manufacture of, at Knutsford, 427. 671.

Thurſtanton, or 7 burſºſion pariſh of, Soº, 825;

townſhip and manor of, 824 : hail, and church,

iłid.

Tidnor-end in Gawſworth, 663. -

Tidrington or Tytherington, family of 392. 732.

Tilton pariſh of, 895, Scó ; townſhip and manor

cº, 865.

Hath Hall 805.

Fernall or Fernhall in Bunbury, townſhip

and manor of, 552. Ha!", ibid.

Tifton, family of, 397. 810. 838.

Timperſey in Bowden, townſhip and manor of 515.

Ha!, ibid.

Tinget wift/, or Tintwiſle, lordſhip of, 696.

Titly or 7 ittºnly, in Audlem, townſhip, manor

and park of, 496.

Tiverton. See Teverton.

Tobacco pipes, manufacture of, at Cheſter, 427. 608.

Toft in Knutsford, townſhip and manor of 673.

Hall, the ſeat of Raiph Leyceſter Eſq., ilid.

Toft, family o', 392. 673. 837.

Torkington in Stockport, townſhip and manor of,

786. Hall, ilid.

Torkington, family of, 376.

Touchet, family of 392.487, 488. 533 ; ſucceed

to the barony of Audley, 488.

Townley in Marbury (S6.

Towns and in Nantwich, the ſeat of the Wilbraham

family, 709.

Townſend, family of 4oo.

Traffºrd Bridge. See Bridge-Traffºrd.

Mickle. See Mickie Trifford.

— Hall in Piemondita!!, 721.

Traffºrd, fairlily of, 392.721. -

Tranmols, or Tranmore in Bebington, townſhip

and manor of, 506. Hall, ibid.

Traves, or Travis, family of, 4oo. 797. -

Travis, archdeacon, his monument and “pitºph,
- -

Y / 5. - * ----

Traffort, Henry, his monument in Wilmſlow-church,

45 I. -

Tremaille, ducheſs of, received at Cheſter with

great ſtate, 564.

Trinity, pariſh of, in Cheſter, 632,633. Monuments

in the church, 633. Charitics, ibid. -

Troutlºck,
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Troub.ck, family of, 392. Soz. Monuments of,

in St. Mary’s church, Cheſter, 6–6, 627, n.

Truſºl, family of, 392.628. 8c3.

‘7 umbrell, puniſhment of the, 799. -

Tuſhingham in Malpas, townſhip and manor of,

684, 685.

Twemlow in Gooſtrey, townſhip and manor of,

77 o, 771. Hal', 770.

Tyderington, or 7 ytherington in Preſtbury, townſhip

and manor of, 732. Hall, 733.

U.

Upton, in the pariſh of St. Mary, Cheſter, townſhip

and manor of, 650, 63 f. Hall, ibid.

—— in Over-church, townſhip and manor of,

721. Hall, ibid.

—— in Prettbury, townſhip and manor cf, 733.

Hall, ibid.

Ukinſon-Hall in Tarporley, 790, 791.

V.

Pale-Royal, foundation of the monaſtery of, 813,

814; feat of the Cholmondeley family, 814;

portraits there, ibid, and MSS., ſaid to be the

rophecies of Nixon, 814, 816.

P'all-fort, Ralph de, his graveſtone in Cheſter-cathe

dral, 444.

Pawdrey, family of, 368. 515.

Jºnal les, family of, 3.51. 39.2, 393. 690. 837, 858;

Barons of Kinderton, 351. 693 ; their military

exploits, 690.

of Agden, family of, 393. 516, 837.

—— of Newbold-Aſtbury ; family ot, 393.

486; memorials of them in Middlewich

church, 683; monuments, ſuppoſed to belong

to them in Aſtbury-church-yard, 447. 487.

—— of Bollin, family of, 393. 819.

of Bradwall, family of, 393

of Cheſter, family of 395. 838.

of Roſtherne, family ot, 392. 746; tomb

at Roſtherpe, 746.

of Wincham, family of, 393. 534.

Pernon, family of, 376. 648, 649. Barons of

Shipbrooke, 3.5 ſ. 648, 649.

of Haſlington, family of, 376. 503.

Sir George, baron of the exchequer, 503.

Sir Ralph, Baron of Shipbrooke, his re

markable longevity, 503. 648.

Richard rector of Stockport, his tomb,

446.780.

Pernon, Sir Richard, ſlin at Shrewſbury, 649.

JWarine de, his graveſtone in Cheſter

cathedral, 444. -

IWilliam, his colle&tions for Cheſhire, 466.

Pillaview. See Bellaview.

W.

IWagſ'ſ family, memorials of, in Tarporley church,
"Q I
| y = *

JWainwright, family of, 4co.

IWagherton, in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor

of, 832. Hall, ibid.

Pallerſcote in Weverham, townſhip and manor of,

813. Hali, ibid.

IWalley, or //hally, family of, 401. 65c.

I?’alleys-Airk, a church in Wallazey, 857.

JVallezey, or l'allazy, anciently Kirkby in Walley,

pariſh of, 807, SoS ; townſhip, manor, hal',

churches, and grammar-ſchool, 897.

Sands, or l/allezy-Lezer, horſe races

there, 8c7.

Wilhall, family of, 368. 821.

//aton Higher, or Over, in Dareſbury Chapelry,

townſhip and manor of, 760.

Nether, or Lower, in 1) artſbury-Chapelry,

townſhip, and manor of, ibid.

JValwarn river, courſe of 422.

IWarburton, townſhip and manor of, 675. Monaſ.

tery, old hall and chapel, ibid.

IWarburton, family of, 361. 521. 675; created

baronets, 354. 521; their ſeat at Arley, 52 i.

—— John, his collections for Cheſhire, 466.

— Sir Peter, memorial of, in Trinity

church, Chelter, 6; 3.

1/ard, family oſ. 303. 482. 726.

IWardhull or IWardle, townſhip and manor of, 552.

Hall, ibid.

IWarfºrd, Great, manor of in Alderley, 483.

Little, a hamlet in Over Peover, 752.

JWarmingham, or JWarmicham, pariſh of, SoS, Scy ;

tow, ſhip and manor, SoS ; free-ſchool, 809.

IWar-Poole in Acton, manor of, 475.

IWarren, family of 393. 779; ſtyled barons of

Stockport, 3 jo. 779, n. Monuments of

the family in Prºſtbury-church, 723. -

Sir George, monument of, in Stockport

church, 779.

JWarrington, earldom of, 352. 370. 513.

Henry, Earl of, thrice committed to

the tower for treaſon, tried and acquitted,

509.

JVaſthet, family of, 393. 645.

IWatch, or ſhow,Midſummer, at Cheſter, 583, 584.

I?’ailing-/irect I.g:/irect, 43 }}'aſºn,

-
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Watſon, Thomaſ, his colle&ions for Cheſhire,

468.

Waverton, or Warton, pariſh'of, 809,810; townſhip

and manor of, 809. Church, ibid.

Webb, IWilliam, his Itinerary of Cheſhire, 465.

Weever, in Middlewich, townſhip and manor of,

693, 694.

Weever river, courſe of, 420 : , made navigable,

ibid.; its great revenues, ibid.

Weever, family of 393. 693.

Weld, family of, 397.

l/erburgh, St., ſhrine of, 445, 446.

lWerneth, or Wernith, in Stockport, townſhip and

manor of, 787.

Wervin in St. Oſwald’s pariſh, Cheſter, townſhip

and manor of, 619. Ancient chapel, ibid.

Weſt-hall in High-Legh, 747. Chapel, 748, n.

Weſton in Runcorn, townſhip and manor of, 755,

6.

—º in Wybunbury, townſhip and manor of,

832. Hall, ibid. School, 829.

Wetenhall or l/ettenball in Over, townſhip and manor

of, 720. Hall and chapel, ibid.

Wetenhall, family of, 368. 71o. 720. 836.

— Henry Mainwaring, takes the name of

Mainwaring, and created a baronet, 354.368.

7 i O.

Walk in Aſton-juxtº-Budworth, manor of, 52 1.

l/everham, or JVeeverham, pariſh of, 81 i —813 ;

townſhip and manor of, 81 I. Church, and

free ſchool, ibid.

Whaley in Taxall, townſhip and manor of, 8o 1.

IVEarton in Davenham, townſhip and manor of,

649.

wº in Davenham, townſhip and manor of,

65o.

wº in Sandbach, townſhip and manor of 768,

769. Salt-works, and brine-ſprings, ibid.

Manufactures, 769.

Wheelock river, courſe of, 421.

IWheelock, family of, 393. 768; memorials of, at

Sandbach, 766.

Wheſtrough, or IWeltrough, in Lower.Withington,

williºn, in Eaſtham, and partly in Stoak;

townſhip and manor ot, 654.

|White-Friers at Cheſter, 576, 577.

Whitegate, pariſh of, 813–818. Church, 816, 817.

ichool, 817,

White Poole in A&tºn, manor of, 475.

#/hāley Nether, in Great-Bowden, townſhip and

manor of, 533. Hall, chapel, and ſchool,

ibid.

Over, in Great-Budworth, townſhip ald

manor of, 532, 533.

IWhitmºre, fami'y of 393, 394, 7 10. 894.

iſ/hitney, family v', 394. 475.

Whittingham, family of, 394.

Dr., born at Cheſter, 635.

Wichalgh in Malpas, townſhip and manor of,

685.

JWich-Malbank, barony of, 35o. 7oA—708. See

Nantwich.

JWicher, the name applied to ſaltworks, 699.

Wickfted, family of ; ſeat at Marbury, 686; their

burial-place in Nantwich-church, 708.

Wigland in Malpas, townſhip and manor of 685.

IWig/iantsm, Wiſterſon, or Hillaſon, in Wybunbury,

townſhip and manor ot, 832.

Wilbraham, family of, 368, 369 ; monuments of,

at Aſtbury, 487 ; at Wyounbury, 825.

of Reeſe-heath, 476, 836.

of Rode, 492.

of Town’s-end, 769; their benefačtions

to the town of Nantwich, 71 1,712.

Roger, his collections for Cheſhire,

466.

—of Woodhey, 474.

l/ilcots, Wilcocks, or Wild-catt-heath, in

the ſeat of the Breſſey family, S22.

l/ilcoxon, Roger, his colle&tions for

466.

Willboar. Clough in Macclesfield-foreſt, townſhip of

ºf 4-2.

Willofton in Nantwich, townſhip and manor of 714;

or Wollaſion in Neſton, townſhip and

manor of, 716. Hall, ibid.

in Wybunbury. See Wigſtanton.

William, the Conqueror, with his army at Cheſter,

55

Wiſłaſton,

Cheſhire,

-

9. -

III. King, at Gayton, 667; at Peele-Hall,

A- (-) -

-

/y,

Williamſºn, Dr., a native of Clutton in Farndon,

657, 658.

his Pillare Ceſtrieſ, 467. 658.

Willet-Hall in Butley, 726.

IWillington, townſhip and manor of, 799.

Wilnſlow pariſh of, 819–821. Manufaāurch

819. Church, ſchool, and workhouſe, 821.

IWilſºn, D., biſhop of Sodor and Man, a native

of Bu, ton, 553. - - -

Wimbaldºſley, or iſimlerſ' y-cum-Lea-Hall, in Mº
dlewich, townſhip and manor of 694. Hall,

ibid.

Wimbald, or Wimbald-Traffºrd, in Thornto",

townſhip and manor of, 833, 824. Hall,

804.
Wincham, or, Winſhari in Great Budworth, town

ſhip and manor of, 534. Hal', vid. -

Wincle in Macclesfield-foreſt, 742; townſhip,

grange and chapel, ibid.

Winnington in Great-Budworth, townſhip and maſº

of 59,540. Hall, the ſeat of Sir J.T.

Stanley, ſ.49.
Y; 5+ |Winnington,
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Workſton-rookery, an ancient manſion in Aéton,

476.

l'orth-Hall in Macclesfield, 738.

Worth in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of,

734.

Werth, family of, 398. 732, 838; monuments of,

in Preſtbury church, 723.

Wrenbury, in Aćion, chapelry of, 476 – 479;

townſhip, manor, and hall of, 476. Chapel,

monuments, &c. 476, 477. Free-ſchool, 477 ;

correstions of the population, 834, 835.

l/renbury-cum-Frith, in the chapelry of Wrenbury,

townſhip of, 476. -

Wrinehill, a hamlet of Checkley, 427.

JWright, of Bickley and Stretton, family of, 369.

395. 806. 836.

Edward, author of Travels, 806.

of Nantwich, family of, 369, 711.

Sir Edmund, lord mayor of London, founds

an hoſpital at Nantwich, 711.

of Offerton, family of, 369. 786.

parſonage-houſe, 821.

Wybunbury, pariſh of, 825–832; townſhip, manor

and advowſon, 825; church, ibid.; hermitage,

826; ſchools, 826. 829.

Wybunbury, family of, 401.

Wyche, family of, 356, n. 482.646.

St. Peter, ambaſſador to Conſtantinople,

482.

Wymberſley-Hall in Marple, 785; manor of, ibid.

Aymincham, and IWymundeſham. See Wineham.

Wytymor, jonas de, his tomb in Trinity church,

Cheſter, 633.

Y.

Teardſley-Hall in Whaley, 801.

7 ner. See Ince.

Z.

Zouch, Willian le, juſtice of Cheſter, defends that

city againſt the Barons, in the reign of

Henry III., 559, 560.

Winnington, family of 394. 647. 772. 786.

836.

Winsford bridge in Davenham and Over, 719,

72o. 845.

Wintley in Haſlington, 504.

Wirrall, foreſt of, 407. º

IVirſhall or Wirſwall in Marbury, townſhip and

manor of, 687.

Wiſłafton, pariſh of, 821, 822.

or Wiſłanſon, townſhip and manor of,

82 I, 822.

Wiſłaſon, family of, 394, 821.

Wiſterſon. See Wigſanton.

Witches executed at Cuetter, 627.

Withington Lower, in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor

of, 733.

73 Old, in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor

of, ibid.

Withes/haw-Hall in Northen, the ſeat of Mr.

Tatton, 717.

Witton-cum-Twambrooke, manor of, 538.

l/itton in Great-Budworth, chapelry of, 537–

54o ; townſhip of 538; manors, chapel, and

grammar-ſchool, ibid.

Wollaſion. See Willaſion.

Wo!/lan-wood, in Nantwich, townſhip and manor

of 714.

IWood, family of 394.5or.

Woodbank, or Rough, or Rowe-Shotwick, townſhip

and manor of 776.

Woodchurch, pariſh of, 822–824; townſhip and

manor of, 822. Church, ibid.: School, 822,

823. Benefactions, 823.

Woodford in Preſtbury, townſhip and manor of, 734.

all, ibid.

Hall in Over, 7.19.

IWoodhead chapel in Mottram, 697, n.

Woodhey Hall, &c. in Aéton, 474. Chapel, ibid.

IWoodhouſe-end in Gawſworth, 663.

Woodhouſes, a hamlet of Frodſham, 659.

Woodnoſh, family of, 394. 831 ; monuments of, in

Wybunbury church, 825. . .

John, his colle&tions for Cheſhire, 355, n,

468.

Woods in Cheſhire, 406.

IVooton, Thomas, his tomb in Trinity church,

Cheſter, 633.

Worleſton or Worleſton, in Aćton, townſhip of,

475.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.

Vol. II. 5 X ERRATA.

Mr. readr of Wilmſlow, beſieged in his
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Page 3oz line 7, before if read that.

33° 37*. 485 & 494 for Somerford-Booths, read Somerford-Booth.

338 – – for Wighough read Wichough, and for Moſeborow, read Moſebarrow.

349. 369. l. 15. & 388. l. 2, after Mottram del. St.

344 - – for Horton-cum-Poole read Horton-cum-Peele.

361 – 8, dele now rector of Coddington, and

364 - - note ('), for as were his deſcendants, read as his deſcendants have been.

367 - 29, for Storeton, read Hooton.

372 - 12, after a diſtant relation of, read Thomas Swettenham, above-mentioned, and

father of

387 – 18, after Nantwich, add and Stoke.

396 - Io, after Foxhurſt read or Foxwiſt.

402 – 39, for Daniel, read Daniels.

Ibid — ult, for Hyde-Hall, read Hyde-Mill.

403 – 2, for John, read William.

407 – 6, of the notes, for Sutton, Downes, read Sutton-Downes.

444 – 13, for Weſt-Kirkley, read Weſt-Kirkby.

ilid — 26, for near, read cloſe to.

445 - 21, for Lombadic, read Lombardic.

476 – 2, after Chetwodes, read and Wetenhalls.

484 – 21, for 1770 read 1750.

485 — in note (*) dele Hulmewalfield.

505 – 4, for Jackſon, read Jacſon.

ibid – 24, for in the early part, read about the middle.

519 – 27, for Mr. Barry, read the executors of the late Mr. Barry.

540 – 20, after John Egerton Eſq. add M. P. for the city of Cheſter.

545 — ult. for emeritus read enutritus. -

551 - 12, for Lord keeper of the great ſeal, read Baronet.

552 – 3, for Robert, read Samuel.

567 — 25, for partners, read parters.

57o 16, after an exchequer-court, read is building.

574 — to, for 1688, read 1691.

578 – 2, for map, read plan.

633 -- 21, and 22, dele “one hundred and.”

635 — 27, for three, read two.

643 — 15, dele who refides at the reëtory.

644 — 30, for Moſely, read Moſley.

—— — 32, and penult. for Luke, read Leeke.

653 — 21, for Earl, read Earls.

668 – 2, after five miles W. by S., read from Frodſham, eight miles N. by E.

673 — 15, for John, read William.

685 – 3, for whoſe father, read who,

4. 691
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Page 691 line 7, for only daughter, read daughter, and eventually ſole heireſ.

693 –

72 I –

746 —

759 -

772 —

808 -

814 -

13, for leaman, read Seaman.

16, for Simſon read Roger.

ult. of the notes, for 1795, read 1796.

1c, for Stoughton, read Sloughter.

20, for Harlington, read Haſlington, bis.

14, for Nantwich, read Northwich.

14, for 1610, read 1601.

In conſequence of Some Additions made to the Appendix, after the Index of Names was

printed, the following references ſhould be added, and correótions made.

AdditionAL REFERRences.

Egerton, 838, n. Hyde, 847.

Hadfield, 847. Kenworth, 846.

Hollingworth, 847. Lanſdown, 847.

Hondford, 838, 839. Wilbraham, 847.

Corrections.

In the references to Cholmondeley, for 841, read 84e.

- Egerton, for 846, read 847.

- Maſſey, for 841, read 840.

- - Motterſhead, for 839, read 838.

* - Seyneſbury, for 840, read 839.

Stralian and Preſton,

New-Street-Square, London;
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The Titles of the Nºbility and the Names of King; or Princes are printed in Italics.

ABING FIELD, 176, n.
Acee, 164.

Aëton, 264.

Addenbrooke, 118. 154, 155.

Ade, 255.

Adeane, 30. 83, 84. .

Affleck, 3. +

Aglionby, 243.

Akeney, 279.

Alcock, 69.73. I 18. 133. 178.

247. 282. 290.

Aldred, 199.

Aldrich, i 13.

Alexander, 83.

Alington, 25.91, 92. 216, 217,

218. 234. 241. 261. 276.

28 I, 282. 249.

4lington, 25. 28. 158. 217. 234.

276. -

Alkin, 2.79. *

Allen, 8o, fla

Allix, 30, 262.

Almond, 285.

Alſton, 258.

Amiconi, 129.

Andeville, 193.

Andrew, Ioy.

Andrewes, 25.

Andrews, ico. 178, 188. 211.

29O.

Anglºſsy, Ioz.

Anne, Q. 1 18. 13). 241. 291, n.

Anſtey, jo. 1 13 2 59.279. 294.”

Archer, 214.

Vol. II.

Argentine, 24, 25.91. Ioy. 234.

2 + I.

Argentomago, 24, 173.

Armiger, 168.

Arnold, 269.

Arfick, 81.

Arundel, 173.

Arundel, 24, 221. 234, 251.

Aſcham, 122 34, 25

Aſh, 129.

Aſhfield, 97. 99. 174.

Aſhton, 70. 120. 123.

~ Aſhwell, 89, n.

Aſkham, 169. 285. 291.*

Aſpale, 84.

Aſton, 254.

Athol, 220.

Atkins, 13c.

Atterbury, 264.

Att-Lee, 262, n. 263.

Audley, 216. 271.

Audley, 124,

Aungier, 182.

Auſtin, 192. 271.

Avenell, 25. 199, 200, 2 of.

237, 23.8. 267. 286.

Ayleſford, 26. 96, 97. 158, 159.

261. 276. 281. 284.

Aylofie, 33. 234, 235.

p.

Babington, 2co.

Bacchus, 174. 269, 279.

[A]

Bacon, 26. 92. 94. 108. 126.

128. 182. 2.26. 229. 204.

27 I, 272.

Badew, Io.ſ.

Bagge, 190.

Baker, 76. 122, 123. 169.

Baldwin, 262, n.

Bale, 119.

Balguy, 122.

Ballard, 3o. 225.

Balſham, 103. 176. 291.

Bancis, 223. 237. 250.

Bancroft, 119.

Bankes, 250.

Baratta, 103.

Barbedor, 159, n.

Barclay, 216.

Bardolf, 281. 284.

Bardolf, 22o.

Barenton, 268.

Barlee, 282.

Barlow, Io9. \

Barnack, 17o, n.

Barnard, 67.

Barnardiſton, I c8. 201. 222.

Barne, 27 o.

Barnes, 129. 206. 2.54, 255.

Barnet, 62. 261.

Baroccio, Io;.

Baron, 269.

Barrington, 85. 213. 239. 263,

269.

Barron, 185.

Barrow, 1.6. 128, 139. 146.2 io.

Darry,
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Barry, 181.

i. 84. 146. 254. -

Baffingbourn, 24. 72. 79.88.

194.265. 28o, 281.286.

Bateman, 96. IoS, Io9, 11o.

237. 269.

Batſon, 217.

Battisford, 179, 180,

Baynard, 2 13.

Baynes, 12c, 12 i.

Bearcroft, 130.

Beauchamp, 180. 224, 255, 256.

279

Beaufoe, 270.

Beaufort, Io.4, 243.

Beaumont, Io.4.

Beaumont, 284.

Beaumys, 246.

Beaupré, 271.

Beche, 225. 246. 267. 286.

Bede, 123.

Bedford, 34, 35.88. 167. 179.

189, 18 i. 257. 264. 266,

267. 292. 20;.*

Beele, ...” 95

Beeke, 31.

Bekingham, 62.91.

- #º: 99. 237.

ell, I 14, n. 197. 271.

Bellaſs, 236. 97. 27

Bendyſhe, 29.30.86.88.195.243.

Benet, 56, n.

Bennet, 28.78. 83, 84. 98.

Benning, 268.

Benſon, 163.

Beníted, 164. 175. 224.

Bentham, 77. 191. 289.”

Bentley, 122. 126, 127. 158.

Bereford, 173. 209.

Berkeley, 21 1. 222.

Berkeley, 120, n. 211. 218. 222.

Bernard, 22 1.

Berners, 192.

Beſtborough, 28o.

Betham, 103, n.

Beveridge, 122.

Bigod, 222.

Bigot, 237.

Bingham, 112. 120.

Blackall, 1 18.

Blackwall, 129.

Blandford, 1 15.

Bliton, 195. 246. 252.

Blodwell, 67, 68.85.

Blomefield, 76. 111. 290.*

Blundell, 13 o.

Blythe, Io;. 148.

Boadicea, Q.4.

Bocher, 89, n.

Bohun, 248. 273.

Bokenham, 58, n.

Boldero, (20.

Bole, 282.

Bolebec, 85.

Bolingbroke, 34.

Bond, 255.

Borage, Io;.

Boteler, 24, 196. 207. 237. 241.

264. 273. 286.

Botetort, 24. 196, 197, 198.

Botwright, 244.

Boulogne, 24.

Boulter, 287.

Bourchier, 196. 198. 279.

Bovey, 30. 258.

Bowdler, 90.

Bowes, 271.

Bowman, 148.

Bowyer, 184. 213. 270.

Boxworth, 94.

#: 182.

radfield, 29, n. 275.

Bradford, ... 75

Bradſton, 249.

Brady, 111.

Brakin, 162. 204.

Bramhall, 130.

Brampton, 235. 275.

Brand, 253. ,

Branthwaite, I 1 r.

Braſſey, 115.

Braunſton, 67. 291.

Bray, 179. 21 1.2 18. 226.

Braybroke, 124.

Breame, 92.

Brent, 1o. 136.

Brereton, 13o.

Breſſey, 239.

Bretton, 87. 96, n.

Bridge, 158.

Bridgman, 124.

Bridport, 220.

Brigham, 171. 262. 275. 293.

Brightman, I 17.

Britanny, 24, 81. 87,88; 89. 96.

196. 198. 208, n. 209. 211.

216. 229, 230. 245. 263,

264. 267, 272.275.

Brock, 245.

Brocket, 232.

Brogorele, 69.

Brograve, 2co. 265.

Bromley, 27. 217.281. 282,

Brompton, 275.

Brook, 68, n.

Brooke, 126.

Broome, 122.

Brotherton, 222.

Broughton, 120. 168.258.

Brown, 14o. 182, 183.292.*

Browne, 96. IoS, 127, 132,234.

255.269.

Brownell, 285.

Brune, 258. 285.

Brucy, 239.

Bryant, 113. I 15.

Bryen, 281.

Bucer, 149, 15o.

Buck, 3o. 157. 207.215, n.

Buckhurſt, 173.

Buckingham, 24. 123, 124, 138.

244-248.

Buckle, 282.

Buckton, 71.

Buckworth, 227. 291.

Bulbeck, 261.

Buller, 220, 221.

Burdeley, 168, 169. 171.232.

Burgeſs, 29.

Burgh, 61. 65. 96. 104. 146.

191. 231. 254, 261.

Burgherſt, 25.93. zo2.

Burgherſ, 87. 202. -

Burgoyne, 26. 7o. 170, 179,

zoo. 2 Io. 219. 256. 264.

Burleigh, 122.

#. 232.

urley, 243. 253.

Burnell, º: 8#%. 98.264,

Burnet, Io;. 12 i.

Burnham, 281.

Burrhed, 4, 186.

Burrough, 103. 1 off. 112.

Burroughes, 226, n.

Burton, 99. 237, n.

Burwaſh, 94. -

Bury, 235.

Buſh, 83.

Buſteler, 25. 66.79. 182. 211.

229. 292.*

Bute, 128. *

Butler, 99. 132, 147. 149.243'

Butts, 188.

Buuck, Io.

Byfield, 141.

Byron, 26o.

Bywater, 293, n.

C.

Caeſar, 188.

Cage, 26. 96.173. 243. 258.

Caius, 116, 111, 112. 2.89."

2.90.*
Caldecote,
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Caldecote, 88, n. 235.

Calvert, 165, 166. 291, *n.

Cambridge, 93, 94.99. 110.

Cambridge, 27.

Camden, 283.

Camden, 1 13.

Camera, 179.

Camois, 97. 175. 242.

Cantilupe, 218.

Canute, 49. 183. 186, 187.

Capel, 175.

Careway, 69. 198.

Carey, 24, 196.

Carliſle, 115. 279.

Carre, 149.

Carter, 76. 276.

Carville, 227.

Cary, 25o. 264.

Caryl, 12o. 161.

Caſtell, 113. 209.

Caſtle, 3o.

Cattleacre, 193.232. 234.

Cater, 246.

Chicheley, 26. 81. 132. 173.

198. 243. 254, 255. 286.

Child, 30, 199. 206. 259, 269.

Childerley, 164.

Chilterne, 184.

Chiſhull, 86.

Cholmeley, 1 58. 2 59.

§º: 59

Cifrewaſt, 82.

Cilt, 196.

Cipriani, IoS. 128.

Clare, 9o, n. 206, n.

Clare, 9, 104.

Clarence, 88. 221.

Clark, 235.

Clarke, 28. 1 oz. 111. 168. 231.

238. 253.

Cleland, 120. 122.

Clerk, 235.

Clerke, 129, n.

Cliffe, 114. 140.

Clinton, 282,

Clinton, 132. 161.

Clobery, 115.

Cloos, 114.

Clopton, 88.

Cobb, 286.

Cockayne, 255. 264.

Coe, 151.

Coffin, 2 ×9.

Coggeſhall, 194.

Coke, 7o. 126. 237. .

Colbatch, 243.

Cole, 78. 237. 289.”

Coleman, IoS.

Coleſhill, 206.

Colet, 87. 1 oz.

Collier, I 11. 260,

Collins, 1 15.

Colinſon, 262.

Colville, 25. 29, 30. 182, 198.

2 I 3• 2 IQ. 24 J, 242. 245.

255, 256. 268. 271. 276.

28o.

Comber, 13o. 252.

Coningſbye, 175.

Connington, 169.

Cook, I 20. I.47. 2 15.

Cooke, I 15, 206. 225.

Cooper, 130.

Cooſen, 174.

Copley, 94.218.

Coppleſtone, I 15.

Corby, 249, n. 262.

Cornwallis, Io;.

Cotes, 126, 127.

Cottenham, 1 1. 136.

Cotton, 25, 26. 28, 29. 31. 57.

73. 98. 126, 128. 144, 163.

[A2]

169. 175. 20 1, 202, 203.

2 Io. 226, 227. 233, 246.

291.*

Covell, 121.

Cowell, Ico. 113.

Cowley, 126. 139.

Cowling, 90.

Cowper, 161.

Cox, 113. 187, 188. 256.

Coxall, 252.

Crabtree, 269.

Craggs, 2 Io. 233.

Crane, 149. 223. 292.

Cranmer, I 19.

Craſhawe, 104.

Crauden, 54. 134.

Crawden, 173.

Creek, 245.

Creke, 65. 276.

Crevequer, 254.

Crewe, 82, n.

Cripps, 102.

Crocheman, 270.

Cromwell, 12, 13. 83, 97.130.

139, 14o. 165. 167. 171.

185. 190, 191, 192. 194,

195. 199, 20c. 205. 217, n.

240. 269. 28o, 281.

Crop, 29, 30. 157, 181. 182.

Croſle, 227.

Crouchback, 58.

Crouchman, 268. 270.

Crow, 282.

Cudworth, Io;. 121.

Cullen, 22 1.

Culy, 291.

Cumberland, 124.

Curſol, 267.

Curthoſe, 135.

Cutler, 287.

Cutts, 12. 26. 28, 30. 73. 94,

95, 96. 164, 165, 166, 179.

232. 240. 264. 269. 291.*

Cutts, 26.95. 165. 264.

T).

4 *

: "º

*

Catherine, Queen of Henry VIII.

290.*

Catlyn, 223.

Catterns, 12 I.

Cave, 122.

Cavell, 235.

Cavendiſh, 24.85,

Caxton, 234.

Cayley, 269.

Cecil, 33. I off.

Chaderton, 129.

Chamberlayne, 195.

Chamberleyne,223.225,263,284.

Chambre, 168. 171. 232.

Chandor, 162.

Chaplin, 269.

Chapman, 82.99.

Chare, 127.

Charles, 11.

Charles I., 12. 130. 138, 139.

165, 166. 209. 24o. 247.

Charles II, 124. 139. 240. 280.

Charlton, 87. 269.

Chatfield, 161, 162, n.

Chaucer, 94.

Chauncy, I I I.

Chauvent, 219.

Cheeſewright, 253.

Cheke, I 13. 122. 152.

Cheney, 258.

Cheſter, 235.

Chſler, 27.

Cheſlerfield, Io9.

Chetham, 193.

Cheyne, 239. 256.

Cheyney, 175.

Dabernon, 182.

Dacre, 270 276.

Dacre, 159, 16o.

Dalling, Io9.

l)alton, 197. 217, 293.

I\alyſon, 251.

Dance, I 18.

Danois, 267.

Danfie, 169.

Daſhwood, 176.

Davers, 164.

ldavies,
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I)avies, 117. 258.

Dawes, 118.

Dawkes, 285.

Day, 185.

Dayrell, 29, 30. 77. S6, 157,

I 58. 213.

Dayville, Io.

De Beche, 225. 246.

De Camera, I79.

De Fontibus, 61. 178.

De Hoo, 193, n.

I)e Montibus, 237.

T]e Quoye, 209.

De Scalariis, 234, 235.

De la Beche, 87.

De la Haye, 25, 195: 246. 252.

265. 281.

De la Pole, 94. 235. 248, 249.

De la Vache, 87.

Deane, 2 I3.

D'Echalers, 24, 16o. 234, 235.

243. 277.

Dee, 122.

Delaware, 26.93. 207,298.

Delham, I90.

1)elves, 200.

D'Engayne, 195. 265. 275.

1)ennes, 254.

I)ennis, 124, 289. *

Denny, 270.

I)enſton, 258.

Denton, 82.

Derby, 237.

IDereham, 34, n.

Derwent water, 217, n.

Deſpencer, 84.254.

Deveney, 80.

Devereux, 126.

l)” Ewes, 24o, n.

Deyville, 230, 237, n.

Diggons, IoS.

Diſbrowe, 29. 183, 184, 185.

Ditchfield, 88.

Dixie, 128.

Dockwra, 26. 195, 196, 197,

198. 252.

Dod, 2 13.

Dºdſon, 289.

i)onn, Io.3.

Drake, 162. 172

Dredeman, 57.

Dreux, 88.

Druell, 285.

Drury, 124.

Dry, 291.*

Dryden, 126. 203.

Ducket, 239.

Duckett, 30.

Duckfield, 207.

Dugdale, 6.47.

Duke, 126.

Duncombe, 25o.

Dunmowe, 197.

Dunn, 162.

Dunning, 145, 146.
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Duxford, 182.

Dyve, 80, 93.
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Earle, Ioſ, n. -

Eaton, 30. 178. 257, 258.
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Eden, Io9.
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Edward the Elder, 3. Ioo. I35.

Edward H., 136.

Edward IV., I 14, 289.

EdwardVI., 120. 137. 248.

Edwards, 146. 232. 244.
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Elibank, 28, 224.

Elimet, 224.
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Engayne, 25, 170, 195. 252.
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Eraſmus, 117.

Ertman, 209.
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Eſſex, 9, 24.97. 126, 127. 196.

Eſte, 264.

Ethelbert, 185.

Etheldreda, 3, 185, 186, 189.

Evans, 205, n.

Everard, 227. 290.
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Everſden, 267.

Eveſham, 262.
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Eyre, 134.
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Falkland, 122.
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Ferrar, 124.
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Fitz-Hamon, 251, n.
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Folket, 105. 164. 225,

Fontibus, 62. 178.

Ford, 95.

Fordham, 178, 193. 203, 238.

25o.

Forteſcue, 194. 239. 270.

Fortrey, 3o. 215. 230,

Foſter, 25. So,

Foulke, 90.

Foulkes, 255.

Fox, 106. 113.

Foxley, 237.

Frampton, 2.41.

Francis, 168. 172. 246. 269,270.

Frankland, 1 Io. 1 18.

Franklin, 184.

Freeman, Ioj. I 15.

Freke, 99.

Trekenham, 290.

French, 171.

Freſton, 129, n.

Freville, 25. 63. 200. 250. 293.

Froſt, 133. 152.

Fryer, 206.

Fulbourn, 64. 198.

Puller, 76. 117. 130.

Fulthorpe, 164. 291.*

Furneaux, 228, n. 230.

Fyndern, 181. 276.

Fyſwicke, 1 Io.
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Gale, 48. 1oz. 126, 170, 171.

Gambon, 2.75.

Gape, 173. 225.

Gardiner, Io9. 137. 2 14, 217.
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Gardner, 161, 162. 291.

Garrard, 127.

Garth, 104.

Gaſkin, 148.

Gatacre, 130.

Gatward, 204. 253.

Gayer, 129.

George, I 16, 175.

George I., 27. Io2, 103. 139.

167. 241.

George II., Iog. 139. 241.

George III., 128.

Gerard, 98. 166.

Gernon, 24.85. 221, 280.

Gery, 239. 258.

Geſner, 289.”

Gibbons, 99, n.

Gibbs, 103. I 16.

Giffard, 24.

Gifford, 252.

Gillam, 153.

Gill, 200. 25o.

Gillingham, 128. 250.

Glſion, 1 I 1.

Glouceſter, 11. 8o. 9o, n. 136.
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Goche, 124.

Goddard, 154.

Godfrey, 95. 205. 222.

Godolphin, 175.
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Goldwell, 249, 25o. 2

Gonel, 226.

Gonville, 11o.
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Good, 89, n.

Goodknape, Io9.

Goodrich, 71. 188,288.

Goodrick, 71.

Goodwin, 97.211.

Gorges, 34,257.

Gorges, 175.

Gosfield, 262.

Goſling, 249.

Goſtlin, I 12.

Gotobed, 191.

Gough, 76. 128, 134.

Gower, 122.

Goys, 88.

Grace, 246.

Granby, 164. 241.

Grant, 178.

Gray, 12. 68. IoA. Io9. 248,
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Green, 168. 207,213, 222.

Greene, 188.

Grendon, 8o. 249.
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178. 191. 228.

Grey, 12.87. 225.

Griffith, 155.

Grindall, 1 off.

Groſvenor, 28.84. 181. 295.”
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Guader, 8.

Gueſt, I 13.

Guildford, 26, 27.81. 224, 225.

Gunning, 188. 289.

Gunniſs, 225.
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Hacket, 126.

Hacombleyn, 7'o. 115. w
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Hadham, 88.

Hagar, 30. 93, 94.
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Hailſtone, 86, n.
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Hake, 161.

Hale, Io?, 164. 252.

Hales, IoS.

Halifax, 126.

Hall, 30. 86. 1 13. 129, 28.5.

293, 294.”

Hallifax, Io9. 289.”

Haltoft, 33.

Halton, 79.

Hamelyn, 81.
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Hammond, 122.

Hamond, 245.255. 261.285.

Hanchet, 158.

Hancock, 252.

Hand, 3o. 164. 225. 291.

Handley, 294.” n.
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Hanſard, 270.

Hanſart, 70. 177.

Hanſon, 26o.

Hanward, 279.
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Hardwicke, 27, 28. 31.46.77, n.
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223. 231. 238, 239. 277.
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Harvey, 11.1. 152. 268.

Harwood, 30.

Hafelden, 25. 235. 237.

Haflewood, 291.

Haſtings, 25. 168. 224, 226.
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Haſwell, 208.
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Hatfield, 87. 238.

Hatton, 28. 3o. 88. 9o. 169.

195. 223. 234, 235. 256.

268. 285. 291.*

Haughton, 257.

Hauville, 271.

Harveus, 290.*

Hawkins, 128. 292.
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Hawley, 232.
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Hengrave, 194. 253.
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Hervey, 234, 235. 242. 254,
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2O3, 204, 206. 218. 231.

249. 26o. 268. 282. 285.

Heved, 169.
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226. 233. 250. 265. 267.
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264, 265.
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Hobſon, 9o, 141. 147. 154, 156.
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Hode, 227, 228.
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Holland, 126.

Holland 217.

Holes, Io;.

Hollick, 3o. 213. 279.

Holman, 161. 285.

Holme, 220.

Holmes, 292.

Holt, 30.79.

Holway, 1 18.

Holworthy, 29, 30, 180. 183.
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Hoo, 172. 193, n.

Hood, 212.

Hooper, 127.

Hore, 164. 291.*

Horne, Io.4.

Horſeth, or Horſeheath, 216.

Horſley, 48. Io9.

Hotham, 64.
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Howard, 192, 199. 211. 215.
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Howard, 173. 180.

Howell, 124.

Howland, 179.

Howlet, 130.

Huddleſton, 29, 30. 43.73. 86.

137. 14o. 212. 248, 249.

279. 283.

Hugford, 259.

Hugh, 94, n.

Hughes, 117.

Huke, Io9.

Hunſdon, 196. 264.

Hunt, 205. 252.

Huntingdon, 270.

Huntingdon, 247.

Huntigfield, 25.94. 229. 231.

254.

Huntingford, 65.

Huntington, 248. 268.

Hurrell, 196.

Huſſey, 158.

Hutton, 94, 95. 169, 179. 199.

296. 215. 244.

Hyde, 238.

Hynſon, 195.
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Ingle, 171.25o. 252.

#:iš. 88. 96.

193, 194. 297. 248. 254

269.

Ingrey, 252.

Irwin, 91.

Iſaacſon, 98.
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Jacob, 2oo, 201. 217. 293, 294.

Jakenett, 153.
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James 1., 138. 194. 240, 247.

293."

ames II., 236.

}. 124, 287.

Jeaffreſon, 28, 29, 30. 180, 181.

Jenkins, 122. 273.

Jenyns, 29, 30. 91, 92. 263, n.

Jermy, 265, n.

Jermyn, 163.

Jerningham, 79.

john, King, Io. 135, 136. 246.
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ohn º Gaunt, 8.1. 87, 88.

Yº. 157. I79. 227.

Jolles, 204. 282.

Jones, 83.2co. 290.

Jonſon, 122.287.

Jopſon, 288, n. 289, n. 290, fl.

Jortin, 119.

Joſcelyne, 214. 257.

Jouvenet, 119.

Joyce, 12.165.

juliers, 27.

Juliet, 164.

K.

Keene, 3o. 84. 157. 188. 229.

289.” 291.*

Kelſall, 278.

Kemſeke, 194.

Kendall, 243.

Kerrich, 272, n.

Keryell, 212, n.

Keteriche, 226.

Keynſham, 134.

Kilkenny, 62. 234.

Killingworth, 199.

Kilner, 76.

King, 26. Io9. 182. 229, 289*

Kingeſton, 26o.

Kingſton,
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Kingſton, 286.

Kipling, 1 oz.

Kirkby, 226. 242. 244.

Kneller, 217, n. 233.

Knevett, 82. 94. 179. 246.

Knight, 3o. 37, n. 97. 126. 154.

167. 22 I. 237.

Kymbell, 99. 207. 286.

Kyngeſton, 62.

Kyriell, 237.

L

Lever, 98.

Leyceſter, 201.

Leyell 93, 94.

Lightfoot, 118, 12o. 190.

Lilley, 2 Io.

Limbery, 213.

Lincoln, 202.

Lindſey, IoS.

Liſle, 63. 93. 170. 172. 215.

2 19. 226, 246, 247. 283.

286. 293.

Liſter, 122.

Livett, 292.*

Lloyd, 199.

Loan, 229.

Lock, 127.

Locker, 27c.

Locram, 255.

Loggan, 265.

Lokton, 82. 230.

Elong, 26. 8o. 106. 181, 182.

2O7. 249. 25I.

Longchamp, 135. 294.

Longueville, 168.

Lonſdale, 230.

Lovayne, 175.

Loveday, 163. 283.

Lovell, 97. 168. 207. 238.

Lovetoft or Lovetot, 283.

Lovett, 94. 130.

Lucas, 25o. 208.

Lucke, 253.

Lucy, 259.

Luda, 62.

Luxemburgh, 67.

Lyell, 207.

Lymbury, 216. 218.

Lynch, 179, n.

Lynne, 88.

Lyons, 164.

M.

Macclesfield, 2co, 201.

Machell, 200. 213.

Madryll, 246. 289.”

Maintone, 200.

Malabar, 2.82.

Maiden, 76.

Malebiſſe, 280, 281, n.

Malherbe, 134.

Mallet, 212.

Mallo Leone, 10.

Mallory, 245, 246.

Malmſbury, 266.

Malſter, 69.

Maltravers, 1 of.

Manby, 171.
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La Merk, 168.

La Motte, 199.

Lacy, 181. 292.

Ladkin, 252.

lake, 179.

Lancaſter, S5. -

Lancaſter, 58. 67. 87. Ioj.

I 44, 202.

Lane, 200, 201.

Laney, 188. 192.

Langham, 103.

Langhorne, Io;.

Langley, 27. 69. 232.

Langton, 32. 182. 275.

Langyath, 97.

Lanſdowne, 126.

Larke, 114.

Latimer, IoS. 120. 215.

Laud, 166. -

Laventon, 245.

Lavington. 16.

Law, 121.

Lawrence, 84, 179. 204, 259,

26o.

Laxton, 251.

Layer, 3o, n. 77. 164. 251,252.

Le Moyne, 249. 276, n,

Le Neve, I 1 1. 126.

Le Strange, 236, 237, n.

Lee, 126. 223.

Leeds, 29, 3o. 173, 174, 184,

185. 192. 291.*

Leeds, 28. 175. 257.

Leete, 238.

Legge, 112. 290.*

Leheup, 239.

Leiceſter, 229.

Leiceſter, 7.

Ileigh, I 59.

Leland, 120.

Lely, 217, n. 233.

Leman, 48.

Lemon, 247.

L’Eſtrange, 130, 271..

Leſtre, 141.

Leventhorp, 267, fl. 286.

Mancheſter, 12. 139. ,

Mandeville, 9, 24.97. 166, 167.

Maneſune, 203.

Manners, 197. 252. 281.

Mannock, 184.

Mansfield, Io9.

Mapletoft, 86.

March, 30, n. 95. 175. 199.

204, 205. 2 I4.

Margaret of Anjou, 117.

Marham, 233.

Marketts, 191.

Markland, to 4. 264.

Marlborough, 115. 174.

Marriott, 162. 180, n.

Marſh, 225. 245.

Marſhe, 97.

Marſhall, 171. 184. 232.

Martin, 3o, n, 87.

Martyn, 37. 223. 259, 26o.

Marvell, 126.

Mary, Queen, 127. 137. 248.

29 I, n.

Maſon, 44. 46, 47. Ioff. 122.

243.

Maſters, 76, 77. Ioj, n. Io9.

226. 274.

Matfrey, 181.

Maud, 9.

Mauncell, 87.

Mawſon, 108. 188. 291.*

Maynard, 86. Io9, n.

Mead, 237.

Mean, 201.

Mede, 121.

Medlicott, 290.

Melbourne, 104.

Melford, 208.

Mercia, 7.81. 180. 239.

Mereſt, 26o.

Merk, 168.

Merrill, 153.

Merton, 145. 201, 202.

Meſchines, 27.

Metcalfe, 123. 134, 194.195, n.

25 I.

Methwold, 158. 216.

Michell, 209. 214.

Middleton, 1 oz. 126. 151. 172;.

Mildmay, 128, 129. 134

Miles, 213.

Milicent or Millicent, 181. 229,

23o.

Millers, 77.

Millington, 124.

Milner, 30. 124. 169. 291.”

Milton, 12c. 128.

Minchin, 247.

Mitchell3.
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Mohun, 95.

Molineux, 167.

Monkhouſe, 208.

Montacute, Io9, 104. 212.

Montagu, 96. I 13. 128. 141.

248. 27.1, n.

Montague, 29. 86. 194, n. 255.

Montfichet, 85. 158. 199.

Montfort, 27, 28. 182.2 17, 218.

229. 281.

Montgomery, 24.80. 135. 167.

234- 25 I.

Monüß, 237.

Mopted, 109.

Moore, 24. 188. 220. 234, n.

277, 278.

Mordaunt, 144, n. 261. 268.

Morden, 2.46.

Morden, 27.

Moreland, 246.

Moreton, 113. 171. 288, n. 290.

Morgan, 148. 260.

Morley, 188.

Mortimer, 8o. 145. 195, 196.

222, 223. 243. 254.

Mortlock, 3c. 78,% I34. 2 II.

245. 267.

Morton, 32. 33. 129.

Moryſon, 104.

Moſes, Iog.

Moſyer, 271.

Moubray or Mowbray, 107. 169.

179. 211. 218. 222.

Mountchenfi, 272.

Mowſe, 109.

Moyne, 8o. 277.

Munck, 83.

Muſchett, 175.

Myles, 94.

Myrfin, 225.

N.

Nalſon, 119. 176.

Naſmith, 228. 26e.

Naunton, Io9.

Neale, 177, 178.

Needham, 192.

Nelſon, 126.

Nereford, 79.

Neville, 25. 29. 88, 96. 126.

: 157. 169. 194. 207.

248. 254. 255. 269.

Neville, iž". 55 9

Newcaſtle, 105. 287.

Newcome, 122.

Newman, 125. .

Newton, 126, 127, I-8.

Nicholls, 30, 169.

Nightingale, 29.

235. 277.

Nix, Io9.

Noble, 30. 194.

Noion, 67.

Nolton, 23 1.

Norfolk, 107. 122. 176. 181.

208, n. 218. 222.

Normandy, 6. 13 I.

North, 26, 27, 28. 81.96, 98.

1 19. 166. 18o. 190. 204.

224, 225. 257.2So. 283, n.

North, 27, 28, 224, 225.

Northbrooke, 239.

Northumberland, 7. 12. 24. 137.

22O. 224.

Northwold, 62. 152. I9 I.

Norton, 239. 246.

Norwich, 286.

Nottingham, 197.

Notton, 231.

Nouriſh, 151.

Nowers, 174.

88, 89, 96.

Ogden, 122.

Okes, 220.

Oldhall, 175.

Olmeſted, 157.

Onſlow, 222.
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Orford, 26, 27. 96. I 13, 167,

168. 281.

Orford, 161, n. 178.

Orreby, 220.

Ormond, 196. 264.

Ormeſby, 163.

Oſborne, 28.84. 257. 294,295.”

Otway, 122.

Oughtred, 1 13.

Outram, 126.
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Pakenham, 175.
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Palgrave, 289.

Panton, 26. 132. 142, n,

I47. 153, 17.5, 214.

2 19.

Papworth, 245,
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Io 7, Ic8. III. 195.

261. 285.

Parkes, 285.

Parkhurſt, 1o 5.

Partheriche, 39, n. 231.

Paſton, 253.
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Pavenham, 173, n.
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Pearſe, 2 Io.

Pearſon, 78. 113. 126.
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93. 132. 136, 163. 215.

Peche, 27.
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Pedley, 246.
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Peletot, 66, n.

Pemberton, 30. 129. 237. 269,

27,o. 289.”

Pembridge, 243.

Pembroke, 105. 215. 218. 272,

273, n.

Peniſton, 181.

Pepys, 124, 125. 171. 219.

Percy, 152. 220.

Percy, 220.

Perkins; 197. 247.

Perne, 79. Io.4. 150. 225. 294.

295.”

Perrers, 193.

Perſe, 88. 110, 111, II2. I54,

I55. 2 I 5.

Petre, 21 1. 222. 252.

Peverell, 24.80. 93.131. 182,281.

Peyton, 26. 28. 56, 68. 99.

176, 177. 182. 221, 24*.

237. 28o.

Phagius, 149, 150.

#. 284.

Philipot, 1o5.

Phillips, 122. 244, 246.

Phiſwick, 11o.

Pickering, 28, 264. 277.

I4%.

216,

292.

79. 130.

2 II. 229.

161.

23C.

106,

245,

Picot,
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Picot, 272.

Picott, 208.

Pierrepont, 145.

Piers, 144.

Pigott, 25.79, 8o. 89, 9o. 262.

23 1. 239. 255. 269.

Pindar,º 55- 269

Pitchford, 134.

Pitt, IoG.

Pittoni, 13c.

Plantagenet, 27.

Platt, 121.

Playfere, 148.

Playz, 85. 158. 199.

Plover, 252.

Plumptree, 149.

Poges, 8o.

Pointz, 180.

Pole, 151.

Poley, 194.

Pollard, 276.

Pond, 191.

Poole, 129.

Popham, 33.

Porter, 122. 269. 286.

Porth, 24. 252.

Portland, 35.

Povey, 97.

Powell, 122.

Powis, 88. ,

Preſton, 1.cg:

Prieſtly, 189.

Prilly, 243.

Prior, 122, 123. 287.

Pryme, 268.

Pulteney, 163. 175. 262.

Puntormo, I 15.

Puttenham, 214. 276.

Pychard or Pycher, 237. 269,

27o.

Pyke, 30, n. 235.

Pykenham, 119.

Pym, 174.

Pyrott, 248.

Q.

Quarles, 120.

Quatremaynes, 284.

Quincy, 164.

Quintin, 30.

2 I C.

168. 201. 203.

R.

Radcliffe, 195. 231.

Radnor, 287.

Ragon, 93.

Vol. II,

Ragonell, 164.

Rainbow, 124.

Rainbuedcourt, 24. 193.

Ramſay, to3.

Ramſden, 1 18.

Rant, 163. 262. 265.

Rawley, 226.

Ray, 37. I 18. 126. 128. 164.

Rayner, 194. 28o.

Read, r 27. 278.

Redin, 2.42.

Redman, 7o. 256.

Reihan, 37.

Revett, 166, 167.

Reynes, 251.

Reynolds, 48. 157.

Richard I. 135.

Richard II. 137.

Richard III. 117.

Richardſon, 1.c4, 252.

Richmond, 58. 88. 120. 121.

209. 21 1. 216. 243. 245.

272.

Ridell, 52.

Ridley, loo. -

Riggeſby, 93.

Rivers, 208.

Robinſon, 172.

Robſon, 274.

Roderick, 115.

Rogers, 171. 249.

Rokeby, 172.

Roos, 133.

Roos, 220.

Roſe, 146. .

Rotheram, Ior.

Roubiliac, 127, 128.

Rous, 209.

Rouſe, 88. 173.

Rowlands, 204, 205.

Royſton, 27.

Rubens, 107.

Rudſton, 261.

Ruilos, 8, n.

Ruſſell, 12. 26, 27, 28. 96.98.

166, 167. 193, 194. 245,

246. 251. 257. 281.

Ruſſell, 173. 181. 206. 266.

Ruttat, 119. 290.* -

Rutland, 26. 28. 31. 164. 176.

24 I.

Ryſbrack, Io9, 128.

S.

Sackville, 29, 173.

Sadler, 107.

St. Alban, 231.

tº J

St. Andrew, &c.

St. Ciere, 262.

St. George, 25. 6.7. 94, 195.

2 oo. 2 ſo. 223. 240. 252.

2.74. 265. 286. 292.*

St. John, 24. 252.

St. John, 173. 252.

St. Leger, 276.

St. Lowe, 235.

St. Paul, Io;. 215. 272.
Saliſbury, IO.

Saimon, IoS.

Sancroft, 29.

Sandford, 291, 292.

Sanderſon, 188.

Sandiver, 98.

Sandys, 28. 18, 167. 2Co. 281.

285. 29.4.”

Sandys, 251. 29.4.”

Sanzavor, 173.

Sarſtene, 231, n.

Saunderſon, 95, 121.

Sawſton, 2.48.

Savoy, 87, 88. 21 1.

Say, 228, 229.

Saywell, 286.

Scalariis De, or Scales, 24. 82.

298. 234, 235. 277. 293.

Scales, 24. 208. 277, n.

Scarborough, I 11. 139.

Schalers, 24.

Scheemakers, 128. 287.

Schoen, I 18.

Sclater, 26. 28. 127. 182. 229.

Scrope, 145. 172. 195. 207.

243. 246. 269.

Scrope, 96.

Searle, 184. 270, n.

Sedgwick, 117.

Segrave, 169. 179. 218.

Sekford, 127.

Sengham, 202. -

Serocold, 26. 198, 199. 212.284.

Sewſter, 238, 239.

Seymour, 88. 161, 162. 189, n.

Seyney, 254.

Seyton, 164.

Shadwell, 1 II.

Shadworth, 262, n. 263.

Shaftoe, 293, 294, 295.”

ś h; 95

Shales, 238.

Shardelowe, 158. 198. 245

Sharp, 121.

Sheffield, 2co.

Sheffield, 2OO.

Shengay, 27. 167. 251.

Shepheard, 91.

Sheppard, 178.

- Shergold,
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Shergold, 203.

Sherlock, 104. 118.

Sherman, 119.

Sherwood, 128. 134.

Shrewſbury, 8o. 122. 135. 234.

2 º' I.

sudº 158.

Sidney, 129, 130. 133.

Sigebert, 1oo.

Sindry, 214.

Skellman, 209.

Skelton, 67. 213.

Skipwith, 203.

Skrene, 158.

Skynner, 156. 199.

Sleford, 55. 60. 66, 85.

Slingſby, 30, n. 96.

Smith, 112. I 17. 123, 124, 127,

128. 13o. 167. 179. 188.

227. 232, n. 267.286. 291.*

Smyth, 169. 293.

Smythes, 1 17.

Snagg, 171.

Soame, 92.

Somer, 87. 202.

Somerſet, 280.

Somerſet, 26. 96, 97. Ioz, Io9.

121. 128. 158. 164. 176.

247. 261. 281. 284.

Somery, 207.

Southcote, 21 1.

Southwell, 7o. 177. 290, 291.

Spencer, 106. IoS.

Spenloffe, 124.

Squire, 183. 225.

Stackhouſe, 122.

Stafford, 8o. 123, 124.

Stamford, 99. 267, n.

Standen, 286.

Standiſh, 188.

Standley, 26. 94. 230. 264.
272.

Stanhope, 113.

Stanley, Io9. 119.

Stanton, 85. 125. 150.

Stapleton, 259.

Stephen, King, 9. 132, n.

sº 208. 234,235. 244, 26o.

2SO.”

Stevenſon, 2 Io. 242. 252. 262.

279.

Stevyn, 69. *

sº so. n, 188. 190, 191.

no 5

Stewart, to 7, n. 2 ic, n.

Stewkley, lo&. 159. 233.

Stillingfleet, 122.

$tokes, 117.

Stokyº, 11o. 116, 154,

Stona, 278.

Stone, 275.

Stoteville, 95.

Story, 154. 238.

Stoughton, 231.

Stourton, 213.

Stow, 184.

Strafford, 122.

Strange, 237.

Stratton, 213.

Strode, 247.

Strype, I 18.

Stuart, 2 17, 280. 287.

Stubbs, 243.

Stukeley, 47, 48. 108.

Sturmin, 292.

Suberis, 93, n.

Sudbury or Sutbury, 93.

Suffolk, 7. 138. 204, 205. 239.

Sumner, 115.

Sumpter, 3o. 214. 219.

Surrey, 24. "

Suſſex, 129. 133.

Sutton, 84. 157.

Swaine, 227.

Swann, 242.

Swayne, 232.

Symes, 8o, n.

Symonds, 181. 2 Io.

Symons, 207.

T.

Tabor or Talbor, 152.

Talbot, 63.

Talboys, 172.

Talmache, 213.

Talyard, 212.

Tancred, I I I. 12o.

Tangmer, 152.

Tatterfall, 191.

Tawney, 99.

Taylor, 8.2, 83. 88. 111. 130.

I52. 181. 207. 244, 293.

295.”

Tempeſt, 277.

Temple, 129.

Teniſon, 108. 146. 171.

Terry, 161.

Tharp, 30. 165. 168. 253.294."

Thirlby, 169. 195. 238. 279.

Thomas, 121.

#. 218.

hompſon, 270. 282. 29.4.”+. ... 259. 94

Thornhill, 94.287.

Thornton, 253. 26o. 280.

Thoroughgood, 246.

Thorowgood, 99.

Thorpe, 101.

Thurloe, 290.

Thurlow, I 11.

Thurnall, 279.

Thurſbye, 17o.

Tibetot, 99. 207.

Tillotſon, 105.

Tilney, 213.

Tindall, 208. 254, n.

Tipping, 167.

#; 24. 68, 88. 96, 97.

168. 188, 193. 207, 243.

254, 255.283, n.

Tiptoft, 193.

Todd, 223.

Todenham, 29c.

Toni, 27.

Toni, 27.

Tonſtall, 125.

Tony, 224, 255.

Tooke, IoS.

Torrell, 250.

Totehall or Totehill, 262, 263,

Towers, zo.4. 261. 282.

Towne, 69. 116.

Townley, 3o. 84. 197. 244, 271.

Townſhend, 265.

Townſhend, 194. 254.

Trafford, 271.

Trailli, Trally, or Traylly, 234.

259.

Trefuſis, 2 Io.

Trevett, 213. 218.

Trigg, 234.

Trotman, 203.

Trott, 182.

Trumpington, 25. 65. 202. 269.

27o.

Trye, 27, n.

Tuddenham, 79.

Turner, 98.289."

Turpin, 9o. 277.

Tuſſer, Io9.

Twiſden, 129.

Tyler, 1oo.

Tylney, 279.

Tyndall, 188.

Tyrrell, 86. 196, 197. 235. 243'

2.45. 268.

Tyrwhitt, 154.

U.

Underwood, 12. 278.

V.

Vachell, 213.

Valence, Io;. 218, 231. 249.

269. Valoynes,
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Valoynes, 231, n.

Vandyk, 287.

Varenne, 276.

Vauncy, 276.

Vaux, 79.91. 175.

Vaux, 256.

Vennour, 182.

Vere, 24. 78. 8.1. 85.87. 117.

I56, 157, 158. 176. 199.

2 ſo, 2 1 1. 213. 2 18. 261.

284.

Vermuyden, 33.

Veſey, 163.

Veyfie, 235.

Villiers, 244.

Volterra, 115.

W.

º:

ſº

º

Waddington, 176, 177, 191.

Wade, 177. 191. 244.

Wager, 194.

Waher, 6, n. 8.

Wake, 8, n.

//ake, 12.

Wakefield, 119.

IWaldegrave, 287, n.

Walden, 176.

Wale, 207. 25o. 284.

JValer, 240.

Walford, 184.

Walker, 103. 217, n. 233.

26o.

Walkfare, 22 1.

Waller, 113.

Wallis, 117. 129.

Walpole, 113. 245. 290.*

IWalpole, 113.

Walſham, 177.

Walfingham, 54, 113. 147. 236.

Walter, 172. 243.

IWaltheof, 224.

Walton, Ioa. 124.

Walwyn, 273.

Warburton, 265.

Ward, 26. 87. 130. 139. 184.

197. 265. 283, 284.

Waring, 124.

Warner, 193.

Warren, 24. 14). 164. 105.

Warwick, 7. 224, 256. 2.79.

Waterland, 124.

Watſon, 26.95. 169. 198, 199.

212. 239, 263. 265. 283.

Wauton, 80. 251. 258.

Webb, 217.

Webbe, 181.

Wedd, 30, 268. 270.

Wedge, 96, n.

Weever, 117.

Welbore, 195.

Weld, 179.

Wells, 292.*

Wendy, 26. 30, n. 11c. 175.

183. 207, 2e.8, 2C9, 2 Io.

Wentworth, 122. 207. 239.

Weſt, 113. 127.

Weſtbury, 85.

Weſtcomb, 2.39.

Weſtern, 78.

Weſtley, 279.

IWeſ/morland, 88.

Weſton, 1.13.

Wetheringſete, 282.

Whalley, Io.4.

Wharton, 1 I 1.

Whichcote, I 14. 259.

Whiſton, 105. 155.

Whitaker, 3.99. 122, 123. 126.

White, 156.

Whitehead, Io;. 152.

Whitgiſt, IoA. 106. 126.

Whitmore, 272.

Whitſtone, 278.

Whittington, 91. 238.

Wickham, 1 13.

Widville, 208.

Wigmore, 250.

Wilcox, Io;. 148.

Wilkieſon, 3o. 200.

Wilkins, 126. 131.

Wilkinſon, 207.

William the Conqueror, 12. 74,

75. 135. I&7. 205, n.

William III. 139. 241.

Williams, 122, 123. 284.

Williamſon, 293. 295.”

Willis, 232, n. 257.

Willoughby, 126. 128 215.

222.

Iſilloughly de Broke, 239.

Willys, 26. 28. 142, n. 153.

2I4, 215.

Wilſon, 113. 123.

Wilton, 103.

[ s 2 l

Wimbiſh, 195. 246. 252.

Winceſlowe or Wynſlowe, 27c.

Wincheſler, 164. 269.

Windſor, 246, n. 25 1. 275

2.94.”

Wingfield, 180. 286.

Winſlow, 144.

Wodehouſe, 194.

Wolfe, 159.

Wollaſcot, 206.

Wollaſton, 13o. 204.

Wolſtonholme, 2co.

Wood, 175. 198. 218. 245. 256.

27 I.

Woodcock, 219.

Woodham, 3c. 252.

Woodhouſe, 231.

Woodlark, I 18.

Woodward, Io 1, 1 oz.

Woolſton, 130.

IWorceſter, 68.96, 97. 168. 188.

193. 297. 254. 281. 283, n.

Worrall, 2.91.

Worſley, 7c. 161.

Wortham, 168. 247. 251, 252.

268.

Worthington, 268.

Wortley, 1 Io, I 11.

Worts, 1.5o. 155, 156, n. 226.

Wotton, 122.

Wratſworth, 243.

Wray, 1 18. 154.

Wren, 106. 126. 150. 178. 204,

205, 206. 267.

Wulrich, I 14, n.

Wyat, 122.

Wyatt, 1 16.

Wyche, io9.

Wyllyams, 22.4, n.

Wyndham, 218.

Y.

Yaxley, 274.

Tork, 27. 236. 240.

Yorke, 27. 168. 188. 287, 283.

Younghuſband, 78.

Z.

Zouch, 24. 72. 122. 179, 196,

197. 263, 264.
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ABINGTON GREAT, pain of 78.
—Little, pariſh of, 79.

———Pigotts, or Abington in

the Clay, pariſh of, 79.

Lodge, the reſidence of

-

-

Mrs. Holt, 78, 79.

Aldreth in Haddenham, 205.

Alington family, 216, 217.

Alingtons in Bottiſham, manor of, 91.

Allens in Abington in the Clay, manor of, 8o.

in Teverſham, manor of, 265.

Anglºſea in Little-Wilbraham, manor of, 284.

Anglºfty, Priory of, 71–90, manor of, 9o, 91.

Antiquities of Cambridgeſhire, 42–76.

Architeåure, Ancient, in the Cambridgeſhire

churches, 48–57.

Saxon, 48–51. Gothic, of the 13th

century, 52, 53; of the 14th century, 53–54;

of the 15th century, 55–57.

Argentines in Melbourn, manor of, 234.

Arnolds in Trumpington, manor of, 269. 27c.

Arrington, pariſh of, 80, 81.

Aſhley, pariſh of, 81.

Aſhton Hugh, his monument in the ante-chapel of

St. John’s college, 70.

Avenells in Guilden-Morden, manor of, 238.

B.

Babraham, or Baburham, pariſh of, 81–84. Manor

of, 81. Babraham-houſe, 83; the church, ibid.

Bacon, Mrs. Eliz., her monument at Linton, 229.

Baeons in Triplow, manor of, 268.

Badlingham, a hamlet in Chippenham; manor

of, 168.

Baldwins, alias Lees in Swaffham-Prior, manor

of, 262.

Balſham, pariſh of, 84, 85.

Bancis in Guilden-Morden, manor of, 237.

Barham-Hall, 72. 230.

Barham-Priory, ibid.

Barnard family, monuments of, at Caxton, 160.

— Sir John, his grave-ſtone in Iſelham

church, 67.

Barnham, manor of, 217.

Barnwell in Guilden-Morden, manor of 237.

in Toft, manor of, 267.

- Priory, 72. 131, 132.

Baronets of Cambridgeſhire, 28, 29.

Barrington, pariſh of, 85, 86.

Barrington's, manor of, in Triplow, 268.

Bartlow, pariſh of 86. -

Barton farm, in Ely, 191.

pariſh of, 87.

Barway, manor of, in Soham, 255.

Baſingbourn, pariſh of, 87–90. "Ancient church

wardens accounts, 89.

in Teverſham, manor of, 265.

in Wimpole, manor of, 286. A

Beaufoes, or Crocheman's in Trumpington, manor

of, 270. .

Beck. Hall, a manor in Iſleham, 221.

Bedford Level, 32.36; corporation of, 35; diviſions

of, ilid.

Bekingham Elyas de, his grave-ſtone in Bottiſham

church, 62.

Belſar’s-hills, 74.

Bendyſhe in Barrington, manor of, 86.

Ben'et-College in Cambridge. See Corpus Chriſli.

College.

Benford in Elme, manor of, 182.

Bennet family, monuments of, at Babraham, 83.

Bennetts, or Burgoynes, a manor in Swaveſey, 264.

Benwick, a hamlet of Doddington, 177.

Bernards, a manor in Iſleham, 22 1.

Berta, a nun of St. Radegund at Cambridge, her

graveſtone, 63. -

Beveridges, a manor in Băbraham, 82.

Bigging in Fen-Ditton, 175.

Blodwell, john, graveſtone of, at Balſham, 67,

68.8%.

5 Blunt,
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Blunt; in Babraham, manor of, 82.

Bongſbury in Guilden Morden, manor of 237.

Borne court in Long-Stow, manor of, 258.

Botelers in Harleſton, manor of, 207.

in Newmarket, manor of, 241.

Bottiſham, pariſh of, 90-94.

Hall, the ſeat of Mr. Jenyns, 91.

Iode, a hamlet in Bottiſham, 93.

Bourne, pariſh of, 93, 94.

Bovey, Sir Ralph, monument of, at Long-Stow,

258, 259.

Bower Hall in Horſe-heath, manor of, 216.

Boxworth, pariſh of, y4, 95.

Braham, or Brame, an ancient manor in Ely, 191.

Bramptons, or Brompton; in Wendy, manor o', 275.

Brant, or Brent-ditch, 75.

Braunſon. Thomas de, his graveſtone at Wiſbech,

67. 291.

Brayes in Ickleton, manor of, 218.

Brogolere, Margaret, grave-ſtone of, in Tadlow

church, 69.

Brinkley, pariſh of 95.

Brookend-hotſ in Gamlingay, 201.

Brucer in Steeple. Morden, manor of 230.

Brune-court, in Long-Stow, manor of 258.

Bruner, in Willingham, manor of, 285.

Bruſyard; in Babraham, manor of 82.

Bullants in Fen-Ditton, mador of, 175.

Burdeley; in Comberton, manor of, 168.

- in Madingley, manor of, 232, 233.

Burgh, or Burrough-Green, pariſh or, 95–97.

— family, monuments of, at Burrough-Green,

6;.

- ãº, de, biſhop of Ely, his ſuppoſed mo

nument, 61.

— Hall in Swaffham-Bulbeck, manor of, 261.

Burgherſ in Barton, manor of 87.

Burgoyne, John, graveſtone of, in Impington church,

7O.

Aurºra in Impington, manor of, 219.

Burlewar, manor of, ſee Burdeleys.

Burweh, pariſh of, 97-99. Caſtle, ibid. Churches,

98. Melancholy accident there, ibid.

Bury, a manor in Melbourn, 2.34; in Foxton. 195;

in Stapleford, 256; in Great-Shelford, 249.

JBuſh family, their charities to Babraham pariſh. 83.

Biſlelers in Duxford-St.-Peter's, manor of, 182.

Batts, biſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

º

C.

Cºſar dean, his monument at Ely, 188.

:Cage memorials for the family of, in Burrough

Green church, 96.

—family, monuments of, at Long-Stow, 258.

Caius college, in Cambridge. See Conville.

Caius Dr., account of. I I I. 289, "290°.

caldicot, pariſh of 99.

Cam, or Granta river, account of its courſe through

Cambridgeſhire, 39.

Camboritum, the Roman ſtation of, 48.

Cambridge, burnt by the Danes, 5, 134. The head

guarters of the Daniſh army in 875, 5. 135,

Burnt again by the Danes, 6, 135. Its caſtle

taken by the Barons in the reign of King

John, Io. 135. Plundered by the Barons in the

reignof HenryIII. I 1.136. Fortified by King

Henry III., who remained there during Lent

in 1266, ibid. Taken poſſeſſion of by Crom.

well for the parliament in 1643, 12. 139. Earls

of, 27. Dukes of, ibid. Roman ſtation there,

47, 48. Its name, 1oc. Origin of the uni

verſity, ibid. Its charters, ibid. IoI. The

ſchools, ibid. The Public-library, 102. The

Senate-houſe, Ioz, 103. Botanic-garden, icº.

Account of the ſeveral colleges, 103–131.

Religious houſes, 131 — 134. Hiſtorical

events, 134– 139. The corporation 139,

Population, 14c. The caſtle, ibid. Shire.

hall, &c. 141. Markets and fairs, 141–144.

Manors, 144, 145. Pariſh churches, 146–

152. Charitable foundations, 152–156.

Cambridgeſhire, its ancient inhabitants and govern.

ment, 3. Hiſtorical events conneéted with

that county, 4—13. Its ancient and modern

diviſions, 13. Manors as deſcribed in Domeſ.

day-book, 13–15. Its eccleſiaſtical diviſion

and juriſdićtion, 15–17. Monaſteries, col

leges, and hoſpitals, 17, 18. Market towns, &c.

18. Its population, 19–23. Its principal

land-owners, at various periods, and principal

extinct families, 23–26. Nobility of the

county, &c. 27. Noblemen's ſeats, 28.

Baronets, ibid. Principal gentry, and their

ſeats, 29, 30. Geographical and geological

deſcription of thecounty,31–36. Produce,36.

Natural hiſtory – foſſils, 37; rare plants, 37,38.

Rivers and navigable canals, 38–40. Roads,

40–42. Manufactures, 42. Antiquitics,

42–76. Roman antiquities,42,43. Britiſh and

Roman roads and flations, 43–48. Ancient

church archite&ure, 48–57. Ancient painted

glaſs, 58, 59. Rood lofts, &c. 59, 60. Fonts,

60. Stone-ſtalls and piſcinae, 60, 61. Ancient

ſepulchral monuments, 61 – 71. Monaſtic

remains, 71,72. Caſtles, and fites of cattles, 72.

Ancient mantion houſes, 72, 73. Croſſes, 73.

Camps and earth-works, 73–75. Miſcel

laneous antiquities, 75. Parochial topography

of Cambridgeſhire, alphabetically arranged,

78–2.94.

Camps and earth-works in Cambridgeſhire, 73-75.

Camps-Shudy, pariſh of, 158, 159.

Canals in Cambridgeſhire, 4o.

Carbonel in Horſe-heath, manor of, 217.

Careway john, his monument at Fulbourn, 69. 198.

Carlton,
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Carlton, pariſh of, 159, 160.

Much, manor of, 159.

Parva, manor of, 159, 160.

Caſtles, and fites of caſtles in Cambridgeſhire, 72.

Caſtle Camps, pariſh of 156. The caſtle, 157.

Caſtle, manor of, in Baffingbourn, 88.

—in Bourne,

Catherine Hall in Cambridge, account of, 118,

Catlage. See Kirtling.

Catlage Hall, 224.

Catley Park, in Linton, 229,

Caxton, pariſh of, 160, 161.

Caxton, in Melbourn, manor of, 234.

Charles the Firſt, a priſoner at Childerley, 12.

165. At Newmarket, 13. 240.

Charlt in Weſt-Wratting, manor of, 293.

Chatteris, pariſh of, 161.

in Barrington, manor of 85.

in Shepreth, manor of, 251.

—- Ramſey, manor of, 161.

Chetiſham, a hamlet of St. Mary’s in Ely, 190.

Chiſlerton, pariſh of 162, 163.

Ferry, manor of, 163.

Cheveley, pariſh of, 163, 164.

Chewell; in Haddenham, manor of, 205.

Cheynes in Long-Stanton, manor of, 256.

Childerly, pariſh of, 164–166.

ancient manſion houſe at, 73. 165.

Chilford, a manor-farm in Linton, 229.

Chippenham, pariſh of 166–168. Manor of, 166.

Chriſt's college in Cambridge, account of, 120, 121.

Church-wardens' accounts, curious at Baffingbourn,

89.

Clare#. a college in Cambridge, Io.4, 1 off.

Clarke family, at Snailwell, 253.

Clopton. See manor of Crawden, 173.

Clunch, explanation of, 31.

Cole, William, reſides at Milton, 237.

Coldham, manor of, in Elme, 182.

Cole-ſeed cultivated in Cambridgeſhire, 36.

Colvilles, a manor in Long-Stanton, 256.

in Fulbourn, 198.

Comberton, pariſh of, 168, 169. Manor of, 168.

Connington, pariſh of, 169.

Corpus Chriſti college in Cambridge, 107, 108.

Cotes the, a hamlet in Soham, 255.

a diſtrićt of Willingham, 278.

Coton, pariſh of, 169, 17o.

Cottenham, pariſh of 17 or 171.

Cotton, Sir Charles, his ſeat at Madingley, 233.

-—family, account of, 29.1.”–Monuments of,

at Landwade, 227.

Coveney, pariſh of, 172.

Crawden, pariſh of, 172, 173.

Creke,§§. ſuppoſed grave ſtone of, atWeſtley

Waterleſs, 64, 65. 276.

Cromwell, Henry, his refidence at Wicken, 280.

Oliver, his reſidence at Ely, 19C.

Cºſer in Cambridgeſhire, 73.

Crºxton, pariſh of, 173, 174.

Crouchmans in Triplow, manor of, 268.

Crowlands in Cottenham, manor of, 17o.

Croydon. See Crawden.

Cruſaders, monuments of, 63–66. 21 1. 270.

Culy, David, founder of a religious ſect, called

the Culy mites, 291.

Cutts family, their ſeat at Childerley, 165.

- monuments of, at Swaveſey, 264.

- Lady, her monument in Lolworth church,

232. -

D.

Dabernoons in Duxford-St. Peter, manor of, 182.

Dairies of Cambridgeſhire, a diſtrict ſo called, 36.

Danes the, invade and plunder Cambridgeſhire,

5, 6, 134, 135.

Dayrell family, 29. 157. Monuments of, at Hinx

ton, 2.13.

Deaneries in the dioceſe of Ely, 16.

D'Engaynes, a manor in Teverſham, 265.

Denny-Alley, account of, 272– 274.

Devil's ditch, account of, 74, 75.

Diſbrowe family, 185.

Ditton-Camois, in Wood-Ditton, manor of, 175,

Valence in Wood-Diton, manor of, ibid.

IVood, pariſh of, 175, 176.

Fen, pariſh of, 174, 175.

Dockwra's, a manor in Shepreth, 252.

Doddington, pariſh of, 176–178. Manor of, 176,

D’ovedales, a manor in Litlington, 231.

Downhall, in Abington in the Clay, manor of, 89.

Singular tenure, ibid.

Downham, pariſh of, 178, 179. Biſhop’s palace.

there, 73. 178.

Downing college in Cambridge, account of, 131.

Drayton-Dry, pariſh of, 179.

Fenny, pariſh of, 179, 180,

Dullingham, pariſh of, 180, 181.

Dunmower, a manor in Fulbourn, 197.

Duxford-St. John, and St. Peter, pariſhes of

181, 182.

Dyver, a manor in Bourne, 93.

E.

Earl of Cambridge, 27.

Eaton, Mr. his ſeat at Stetchworth, 257.

Eldernal, a diſtrićt of Whitleſea, 278

Elme, pariſh of, 182, 183.

Elſworth, pariſh of, 183,184.

Eltiſley, pariſh of, 184, 185. -

Ely, Étymology of, 185, n, Biſhopric of 15, 187.

Dioceſe of, 16.

Ely,



xvi - w

G E N E R A L I N ID E X.

Ey, city of its origin, 185. The abbey,77. 186,187.

Biſhopric, 187. Priory, ibid. Caſtle, ibid. Epiſ

copal palace, 49–57. 188. 291.* Cathedral and

monuments, 61, 62. 64. 67, 68, 69, 70, 71.

188, Markets and fairs, 189, Population, ilid.

Manufactures and produce, ibid. Pariſhes

and hamlets, 190. Manors, 191. Hoſpitals,

191, 192. School, 192.

— Iſle of,--becomes a place of retreat for the

Engliſh nobility, &c. after the battle of Haft

ings, 6, 7. Surrendered to the Conqueror, 8.

Detended for the Empreſs Maud againſt King

Stephen, 9. Taken by Stephen, and again

falis into the hands of his enemies, ibid.

Plundered by W. Buuck in 1216, and by the

Earl of Saliſbury, and others, Io. Poſſeſſed

by the barons in 1266, ibid, Captured by

Prince Edward, I I, 12. Its boundaries, 185, n.

Ely-Barton, manor ot, 19t.

Porta, manor ot, 191.

Emanuel college in Cambridge, account of, 128,

I 2 Q.

Enniº 183.

Engliſh, Henry, his graveſtone at Wood-Ditton,

6;
J -

Enhale, or, Eynell, in Weſt-Wickham, manor of,

217. 281. -

Ermin ſirect road in Cambridgeſhire, 44,

Eſlry, a diſtrićt of Whittlefea, 278.

Everſden family, memorials of, in Toft church,

267.

Everſden-Great, pariſh of, 192, 193.

Little, pariſh of, 193.

Æyhall, a manor in Hornſey, 2 15.

F.

Feltons, alias Hengraves, in Fordham, manor of,

I 94.

Fen Ditton. See Ditton.

Fens of Cambridgeſhire, part of the Bedford Level

deſcribed, 32. Account of the draining them,

32–35. Produce of, 36.

Ferme part, a manor in Impington, 219.

Fire, melanchcly accident by, at Burwell in 1727,

98, 99. -

Fitton, a manor in Leverington, 227.

Fitz-john, a manor in Fulmere, 199.

Fitz-Ralph, a manor in Wendy, 275.

Flambards, a manor in Meldreth; 235.

— a manor in She preth, 252.

Flax cultivated in Cambridgeſhire, 36.

Fkandyke, account of 74, 75.

Fleetwood, biſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

Folker family, their reſidence at Cheveley, 164.

Fontibus john dº, biſhop of Ely, his monument,

Ó I.

Fordham, pariſh of 193—195. Priory of 193,194.

Manor, 194.

Fortrey james, his epitaph in Mepal church, 236,

Foſſils of Cambridgeſhire, 37.

Foxleys, a manor in Guilden-Morden, 237.

Foxton, pariſh of, 195, 196.

Frampton, Tregenwell, his monument in All-Saints

church in Newmarket, 241.

Francis’s in Papworth-Agnes, manor of 246.

alias Cobbs in Wimpole, manor of, 286.

Frating-Hall, a manor in Baſingbourn, 88.

French-Ladyer, a manor in Long-Stanton, 256.

Freville, Sir john, his monument at Little. Shelford,

63.25o.

Freville's, i. Weſt-Wratting, manor of 293.

Fulbourn, pariſh of, 196—199. Manors, 196–198.

Pariſh church of St. Vigors, 198. Of All

Saints, 199.

– JWilliam de, his graveſtone at Fulbourn,

64. 198.

Fulmere, pariſh of, 199.

- G.

Gamlingay, pariſh of, 199—201. 292*. Manors,

2OC. ećtory, 201. Alms-houſe, &c, ibid.

Gambons, a manor in Wendy, 275.

Gardens market, much cultivated at Ely, 189.

Gatwards in Charlton, manor of, 160.

Gault, explanation of, 32.

Gentry of Cambridgeſhire, 29. Their ſeats, 30.

Girton, pariſh of, 202.

Glaſsmoor, a diſtrict of Whittleſea, 278.

Gogmagog hills, 31. 85.

Goldinghams, a manor in Arrington, So. In Eltiſley,

I84.

Gonville and Caius college in Cambridge, account of,

1 Io–1 12. 289, * 290.* -

Goodrich, Thomas, biſhop of Ely, his graveſtone in

Ely cathedral, 71.

Goodrige, manor of, 217.

Gorges family, monuments of, at Stetchworth, 257.

Goyſe, or Guyſes, a manor in Baſſingbourn, S8.

Granhams, a manor in Great-Shelford, 249.

Granchºſler, pariſh of, 202, 203.

Granſden-Little, pariſh of, 203.

Grauſcle, 202.

Granta river. See Cam.

Graveley, pariſh of 203, 204. -

Gray, lºiſium, biſhop of Ely, his monument in Ely

cathedral, 68. *

Greene, biſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

Grendens, a manor in Abington in the Clay, 80.

in Great Shelford, 249.

Groſvenor larl, his ſeat in

181. -

Gunning, biſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

Gwyhern, a hamlet of Wiſbech, 291.

Dullingham puſ,

Hacom
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H.

Hacombleyn, Robert, graveſtone of, in King's college

chapel, 70.

Haddenham, pariſh of 204, 205.

Hall,*. a boy of cxtraordinary growth,

285.

Hagar family, monuments of at Bourne, 94.

Hand family of, their reſidence at Cheveley, 164.

Hanſart, Anthony, graveſtone, with the effigies of

him and his wife, in March church, 7c.

Hanffed, manor of, in Eline, 182.

Hardwick, pariſh of 205, 226.

Hare-park in Dullingham, 181.

Harlſton, a manor in Madingley, 233.

Hariffon, pariſh of, 207.

— Shadworth, manor of, 207.

Tiptoft, manor of, ibid.

Harlton, pariſh of, 206.

Haſlingfield, pariſh of,207–209. -

Hatley, Eaſt, or Caſtell-Hatley, pariſh of, 209.

–– St. George, or Hungry, pariſh of, 209,

2 IO. - -

—Hall, ſeat of the Quintin family, 219.
Hatton ſº. their ſeat, &c. at Long-Stanton,

2 º'o. -

Hawkſton, pariſh of, 21 o.

Hawkſon cum-Newton, manor of, ibid.

Raye, or Hayes, family of 238.

Helſingham, john de, his graveſtone in St. Clement's

church, Cambridge, 64.

Hemp, cultivated in Cambridgeſhire, 36.

Henry VII. viſits archdeacon Alcock at Wilberton,

282.

Herewards, a manor in Guilden-Morden, 238.

Heton, biſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

Heved, manor of, in Comberton, 168.

Hewke, Walter, graveſtone of, in the chapel of

Trinity-Hall, 70.

Hilderſham, pariſh of 211.

Hinton, a manor in Haddenham, 204.

Hinton, Cherry, pariſh of, 211.

Hinxton, pariſh of, 212. Manors, 213.

Hiſton, pariſh of, 213. Manors, ibid. Churches,

2 I 4.

— St. Andrew, manor of, 213.

—— St. Elheldreda, manor of, 213, 214.

Hitch,family of, 29. Memorials of them, 234.

Hobbledos, a manor in Swaveſey, 264.

in Tadlow, 265.

Holme. Hall, manor of, 259.

Holworthy, family of 29.

Hornſey, pariſh of, 215.

Horſebeath, pariſh of, 216, 217.

Hoſpitals, ancient in Cambridgeſhire, 18.

Hotham, john, biſhop of Ely, his monument,

64.

Vol." II. [c]

Huddleſton, family of 29. Their ſeat at Sawſton,

248. Monuments, 249.

*...” the ſuppoſed place of his interment,

102.

Hundred foot-river, account of, 40.

Hundred roll; for Cambrigeſhire, 77, n.

Hunny farm in Chatteris, 162.

Huntingfield in Boxworth, manor of, 94.

in Litlington, 231.

Huntington, a manor in Sawſton, 248.

J.

jak, in Grancheſter, manor of, 202.

Jameſ I. King, viſits Cambridge, 138; hunts at

Fordham, 194; reſides at Royſton, 247.

Ickleton, pariſh of, 218. Priory, ibid. Manors,
ibid.

jeaffreſon, family of, 29. -

Jenyny, Soame, monument of, at Bottiſham,

92.

Jeſus college in Cambridge, account of, 118–
I 20.

Iłeneldſtreet-road, its courſe through Cambridge

ſhire, 43.

Impington, pariſh of, 219.

johnſon, john, his tomb at Downham, I79.

Iſleham, pariſh of, 220–222. Priory, 220.

Manors, 22 ſ.

— Little, 222.

K.

Kennet, pariſh of, 222.

Keton, a manor farm in Ely, 191.

Kilhus, or Kilhuſhing, in Wiſbech, chapel there,

291.

Kilkenney, William dé, biſhop of Ely, his monument,

62

King's olº, in Cambridge, account of, 112–117.

289."

King's-houſe the, at Royſton, 247.

Kingeſton, Nicholas dº, his graveſtone at Stretham,

62. 260.

Kingſton, pariſh of, 222, 223. Manors, 223.

Bancis, manor of, 223.

St. George, manor of, 223.

Kirtling, pariſh of 223-225. Manor, 224. Church,

ibid.

Knapwell, pariſh of, 225.

Kneeſworth, a hamlet of Baſſingbourn, 90.

Knight, Dr. Samuel, his monument at Chippenham,

167. -

Knights, a manor in Swaffham-Prior, 262.

Macy's,
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L.

J.ity's in Duxford-St. John's, manor of, 181.

lady Bury in Whaddon, manor ot, 277.

1,adyes, a manor in Harlton, 206.

Lancaſler's manor, in Barton, 87.

Landteach, pariſh of, 225. Manor, ibid. Church,
2 26.

Landholders in Cambridgeſhire at various periods,

2 3–27.

Landwade, 'niſh of, 226. Manor, ibid. Ancient

manor-houſe, 73. Church, 227.

Lane, Mrs. Elizabeth, her charities to Gamlingay

pariſh, 201. -

— Ralph, remarkable b-queſt of, reſpešting his

burial place at Gamlingay, 2 oo.

Iany, biſhop, his a onument at Ely, 188.

lsº family, memorials of, in Stow church,
2ſ, O.

Layer family, at Shepreth, 251.

Le Great Nuns, a manor in Weſt-Wratting ſo called,

294.” -

Leeds, tamily of, 29. Their ſeat at Croxton, 173.

Monuments of, I 74.

J.eventhºrp, in Toft, manor of, 267.

Leverington, pariſh of, 227, 22.S.

Parſon-Dº ove, ibid.

——— St. Leonard's, 227.

Leyell, Henry, Eſq., his monument in Bourne

church, 94.

Linton, pariſh of, 228. 230. Market and fairs,

228. Priory, 229. Manors, ibid. Church,

229, 23o.

Magna, manor of, 229.

Parva, manor of, ibid.

Liſles, in Cottenham, manor of, 17o.

Litington, pariſh of, 230, 231.

Littleport, pariſh of 231.

Lolworth, pariſh of, 231, 232.

Longevity, inſtances of 148 17o. 215.

Lºſlale, Ms., her bequeſt to Pembroke-Hall,

230. - -

Luda, IWilliam de, biſhop of Ely, his monument,

62. -

Juxemburgh, cardinal, his monument in Ely ca

* thedial, 67.

Lynbury, in Herſcheath, manor of, 216.

M.

Madingley, pariſh of 232, 233.

—Hall, 73. 233.

Magdalen college in Cambridge, account of, 123,

12-r- - -

Mallºts, a manor in Cherry-Hinton, 212.

Malton, a depopulated pariſh and manor, 243.

Manea, a hamlet of Coveney, 172.

AIaners fre, a manor in Fulbourn, 197.

Manſon houſes, ancicut, in Cambridgeſhire, 72,

- 73. - -

March, a market town, and hamlet of Doddington,

177.

Marham, a manor in Madingley, 233.

Martin family, memorials of, in Barton church,

87. -

Martyn family, memorials of, in Stow church,

265.

Mary, Queen, entertained at Sawſton, 248.
Maſon, Charles, D. D., memorial for, in Orwell

church, 243.

Myſlers, Robert, B. D., his monument at Land

beach, 226.

Melbourn, pariſh of 233, 234.

Meldreth, pariſh of, 23, 236.

Melfords, a manor in Haſlingfield, 208.

Mºsal, pariſh of, 236. -

Michaelots, a manor-farm in Linton, 229.

Michell-Hall, in Swaffham-Bulbeck, 201.

Milner, Mr., his ſeat at Comberton, I (9.

11:lton, pariſh of, 236, 237.

Minchins, a manor in Haſlingfield, 208.

Mompillers, a manor in Baberham, 82. '

Momplers, in Swaffham-Bulbeck, manor of, 261,

Monaſteries in Cambridgeſhire, 17, 18.

Mongſtic remains in Cambridgeſhire, 71, 72.

Moraen. Guilden, pariſh of, 237, 238.

Steºple, pariſh of, 238, 239.

Mortimers, a manor in Foxton, 195.

Murrow, in Wiſbech, chapel there, 291.

Aſuſchetts, a manor in Fenny. Ditton, 175.

Myles, a manor in Bourne, 94.

Myrſin, Edward, spitaph on, 225, n.

N.

Naſmith, Dr. James, reëtor of Leverington, 228.

Nºne river, its courſe through Cambridgeſhire,

Q

Nº. in Arringtor, manor of, 80.

—— in Cherry-Hinton, manor of 211.

— Tindalls and Wygorne, manors in

Soham, 254. -

New Barner, in Ely, 191. -

Newmarket, town of 239–241. Market and fairº,

- 240. The King's houſe there, ibid. The

races, 240, 241.

Newton, pariſh cf., 242.

in the fens, pariſh of 241, 242. College,

242. -

Nightingale family, monuments of, in Baſingbourn

church, 89. Their ſeat at Kneeſworth, 99.

Noliity,
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Nobility of Cambridgeſhire, 27.

Noblemens’ ſeats in Cambridgeſhire, 28.

Noion, JWilliam, his grave ſtone in Haddenham

church, 67.

Morney, a manor-farm in Ely, 191.

North family monuments of, at Kºtling, 224.

Northoe a hamlet in Shudy-Camps, 59.

Northwold biſhop of Ely, his monºcent, 61.

Nofferfield, a hamlet in Shudy-Camps, 159.

Priors, manor of, ibid.

O. *

Ockington, ſee Hogington.

Odſey, a manor in Guilden Morden, 2.38.

Olmeſ?ed Hall, manor of, 157.

Orman's farm, in Upwell, 271.

Orwell, pariſh of, 242—244.

Ouſe, the river, account of its courſe through Cam

bridgeſhire, 38 89.

Outwell, pariſh of 244.

Overhall in Arrington, manor of, So.

Over, pariſh of, 244.

Oxcroft, manor of, 84, 294, 295.”

P.

Painted glaſ, in the Cambridgeſhire churches,

8, 59.

Polº Sir Horatio, becomes poſſeſſed of Ba

braham, &c. 82. Anecdotes of him, ibid.

Sir Toly, his houſe at Little-Shelford,

2 & O.

Pº, pariſh of, 245.

Papiſt, impriſoned in Wiſbech caſtle, 290.

Pappe/y, a manor in Fit iſley, 184.

Papworth Agner, pariſh of, 245, 246.

— Everard, pariſh of, 246.

Paris family, monuments of, at Linton, 230.

Matthew, the hiſtorian, his ſuppoſed birth

place, 161.

Pariſhes, number of, in Cambridgeſhire, 16, 17.

Parſon-Drove, See Leverington.

Parys, in Weit-Wratting, manor of 293.

Patrick, wiſhop, his monument at Ely, 188.

Pembroke Hall in Cambridge, 105–107. 298.*

Peter-howſ in Cambridge, Joj, Io.4.

Peyton family, at Doddington, 176.

Tº war, monument of, at Iſleham, 68.

Pigott fºmily, 25. Their reſidence at Abington,

79, at Buſingbourn, 89.

Piſcine in the Cambridgeſhire churches, 60, 61.

Plantation the, in Stretham, 26o.

* rare, growing in Cambridgeſhire, 37,

35.

Play of St. George, &c. repreſented at Baſing

bourn, in 15 1, 89.

Point-Hall in Dullingham, manor of, 189.

Population in Cambridgeſhire, 19–23.

Portraits, at the univerſity library, Cambridge,

102. At Queen's college, 1 18. At St. John's

college, 123. At Magdalen college, 124.

At Trinity college, 127, 128. At Sidney

Sºſſex college, 130. At the biſhop's palace,

Ely, 188. At Fulbourn-houſe, 197. For

merly at Horſe-heath, 217. Formerly at

Catlage,224. At Barham, 230. At Sawſton,

249. At Wimpole, 237. At Caius college,

Cambridge, 293.”

Priories Alien in Cambridgeſhire, 17, 18.

Produce of Cambridgeſhire, 36, 37.

Puppet ſhºw, at Burwell, melancholy accident at,

in 1727, 98, 99.

Pychards, a manor in Guilden Morden, 237.

Pyrots, a manor in Sawſton, 248.

Q.

§º manor-farm, in Ely, 191.

Queen's college in Cambridge, account of, I 17, 118.

Qui, manor of, 259.

Quintin family, their ſeat at Hatley-St. George,

2 I C.

R.

Ragons, a manor in Bourne, 93.

Rampton, pariſh of 246, 247. -

in Wimpole, manor of, 286.

Rant, john, Eſq., his monument at Teverſham,
265.

Rºu. an eſtate in Burgh-Green, 96.

Rawley, JWilliam, his graveſtone at Landbeach,

226.

Reach, in the pariſh of Burwell, 99. In Swaffham

Prior, 263.

Redman, biſhop, his monument in Ely cathedral,

C. -

–4 Mary, remarkable epitaph on, 2.50.

Revett, Sir Thomas, his monument at Chippenham,

I67.

Rºž of Caſtle-Camps, family of, 157.

Rillands, St. Audrey’s, 189.

Richmond, a manor in Baſingbourn, 88.

—a manor in Leverington, 227.

Riggeſhy's, a manor in Bourne, 93, -

Rivers of Cambridgeſhire, account of 38, 39.

Roads of Cambridgeſhire, courſe o', 4c-42.

Britiſh and Roman, 43-47.

-

[ c 2 J. Roodlºff,
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Roodloft, in the Cambridgeſhire churches, 59.

Rouſeſ, a manor in Baffingbourn, 88.

Royſton, town of, 247, 248. 292,” 2.93.” The

King’s houſe there, 247. Commiſſion for the

preſervation of game in the neighbourhood,

2.93.”

Ruſſels, a manor in Papworth-Agnes, 245.

Rycottº, in Little-Wilbraham, manor of, 284.

S.

Saffron formerly cultivated in Cambridgeſhire, 36.

lts culture at Cherry-Hinton, 212.

Saint Andrew's, in Chatteris, manor of, 162.

— Clere's, a manor in Swaffham-Prior, 262,

—John's college in Cambridge, account o', 121,

— i. 22.

smºcº. Sir Baldwin, his graveſtone in Hatley

Saint George's church, 67. 2 Io.

Saint George’s, in Wimpole, manor of, 286.

Lowe, a manor in Meldreth, 235.

— Omer in Burwell, manor of, 97.

— Radegund, nunnery of, 71. 132, 133.

Sanderſon, john, archite&, his monument in Ely

cathedral, 188.

Saunderſon, Dr. Nicholar, his monument at Box

worth, 95.

Sawſton, pariſh of 248.

Hall, 73, 249.

Saxon, or Saxham, a hamlet in Wood Ditton, 176.

Scarletts, in Weſt-Wratting, manor of, 294.

Segraves, in $.". 169.

in Fenny-Drayton, 179.

Serocold family, monuments of, at Cherry-Hinton,

2 I 2.

Sepulchral monuments, ancient, in the Cambridge

ſhire churches, 61–71. Of the thirteenth

century, 61–64. Of the fourteenth century,

64–66. Of the fifteenth century, 66–69.

Of the ſixteenth century, 7o, 7 r.

Seymours, a manor in Baſſingbourn, 88.

Shackleton, in Gamlingay, manor of 200.

Shadworth, in Swaffham-Prior, manor of, 262.

Shard-lower, in Shudy-Campº, manor of, 158.

in Fultourn, manor of, 198.

Sheene, in Meldreth, manor of 235. -

Shelford-Great, pariſh of, 249, 259.

—Little, pariſh of, 259.

Shelton, Sir Thomas de, his monument in Hinkeſton

church, 67. -

Shangay, pariſh of, 251. 293.” 924.” Preceptory of

the Knights hoſpitallers there, 251.

Shºpreth, pariſh of, 251, 252. -

Shippey, or Shepsy, a manor farm in Ely, 191.

Sidney. Suſſex college, in Cambridge, account of,

129, 139.

Silt, explanation of, 32.

Silverley, a depopulated pariſh, 81.

Slford, john de, his graveſtone at Balſham,

66.85.

Snailwell, pariſh of 252, 253.

Soham, pariſh of, 253–255.

Spaldings, a manor-farm in Barrington, 86.

Stalls, wooden, in the Cambridgeſhire churches, 60.

Stone, 60, 61.

Standley, Peter, Eſq., his monument at Linton,

23 O. -

Stanton-Long, pariſhes, 255, 256.

Stapleford, pariſh of, 256, 257.

Stechworth, pariſh of, 257, 258.

Steward, Edward, his monument in Teverſham

church, 265.

—— family, monuments of, in Ely cathedral,

188.

Sterne, memorials of the family of, in Stow church,

26o.

Sterne's, a manor in Stapleford, 256.

Story, memorials of the family ot, 238.

Stow, a manor in Eltiſley, 184.

Stow-Long, pariſh of, 258, 259.

— Qui, pariſh of, 259, 260.

Stratford's, a manor in Haſlingfield, 208.

Stretham, pariſh of, 260.

Stretly, in Weſt-Wickham, manor of, 281.

Hall, manor of, 217.

Stubbs, Wolfran, memorial for, in Orwell church,

243.

Stuntney, a hamlet of the pariſh of the Holy-Trinity,

in Ely, 192.

Subſtrata of Cambridgeſhire, 31. -

Sudbury, a manor in Bourne, 93.

Sutton, pariſh of, 260, 26t.

Swaffham-Bulbeck, pariſh of, 261, 262. Priory,

2. 261.

—t Prior, pariſh of, 262, 263.

Swann, memorials of the family of, in Newton

church, 242.

Swanſley, manor of, in Caxton, 160.

Swaveſ y, pariſh of, 263, 264. Priory, 263.

T.

Tadlow, pariſh of, 265.

Talboys, in Croydon, manor of 172.

Topics, a manor in Babraham, 82.

Tawdry, origin of the word, 189.

Temple, in Duxford-St. John’s, manor of, 181,

Teveſham, pariſh of, 265.

Tharp family, their ſeat at Chippenham, 167.

Thetford. Little, a hamlet of Stretham, 26o.

Thirling, priory of, 271.

Thorney,
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Thorney, a manor-farm in Ely, 191.

pariſh of, 266, 267. Market and fairs,

266. Abbey, ibid.

Tincots, or Tickencots, a manor in Trumpington,

27,o.

Tiptofts, a manor in Burwell, 97.

Todenham Hall, in Wiſbech, manor of, 299.

Toft, pariſh of, 267, 268.

Tonbridge, a manor in Bottiſham, 91.

Tony's, a manor in Long-Stanton, 255.

Topcliffe, in Meldreth, manor of 235.

Totehill, in Swaffham-Prior, manor ot, 262.

Townley, Mr., his ſeat at Fulbourn, 197.

Towns market, in Cambridgeſhire, 18.

Trayler, a manor in Melbourn, 234.

Trinity college in Cambridge, account of, 125–
128.

Hall, in Cambridge, account of, 108, io9.

Triplew, pariſh of, 268, 269.

Trokenholt, in the townſhip of Parſon-Drove, 228.

Trumpington, pariſh of, 269. 271.

—— graveſtone of one of the family of,

65. 270,

Tuckleyr, a manor in Babraham, 82. '

Turbetſy farm, in Ely, 191.

Turpin family, memorials of, in Baſſingbourn

church, 89.

Turpins in Whaddon, manor of, 277.

Tydd St. Giles, pariſh of, 271.

7yndall, dean, his monument in Ely cathedral,

188.

Tyrrell family, monuments of, at Bartlow, 86.

Tyrrells, a manor in Shepreth, 252.

U.

ſºlº pariſh of, 271.

Upwere, a manor in Hornſey, 215.

V. .

Permuyden's, or Forty foot drain, account of,

4C.

Weſſes, in Meldreth, manor of 235. ,

W.

JWendy family, monuments of, in Haſlingfield church,
2 cS.

l!'endy, pariſh of, 275. 294.”

JWentworth, pariſh of, 275.

//g/lbury, in Croxton, manor of, 174.

JWeſley-Waterlºſ, pariſh of, 276.

//ſloe-Lodge, in Caſtle-Camps, 157.

Wºffon Colville, pariſh of, 276.

Moynes, manor of, ibid.

Wetheringſete, archdeacon, buried at Wilberton,

282.

JWhaddon, pariſh of, 276, 277.

alias, Turpins, manor of, 277.

JWhite hall, an ancient ſeat in Wiſbech, 290.

l/hite hill, in Haflingfield, 209.

JWhittleford, pariſh of, 279.

H/hittleſea, pariſh of, 277, 278.

Wicken, pariſh of, 28o, 281.

Wickham, Wiſł, pariſh of, 281, 282.

Wolver, manor of, ibid.

Wilberton, pariſh of, 282.

Wilbraham-Great, pariſh of, 282—284.

Little, pariſh of, 284.

IWillingham, pariſh of, 285, 286.

-— a hamlet of Carlton, 160.

l/illinghams, a manor in Babraham, 82.

1Willow Hall, a diſtrict of Whittleſea, 278.

l/illys family, memorials of, at Fenny-Ditton, 175.

H'imblington, a hamlet of l)oddington, 178.

IVuubiſh, a manor in Foxton, 195. In Shepreth,
o

25 -

Wimpole, pariſh of, 286–288. Manors, 286.

Seat of the Earl of Hardwicke, 287. Church,

ibid.

JWiſbech, pariſh of 288–292. Markets and trade,

288. Corporation, ibid. Inundations, 289.

Manor, 290. Caſtle, ilid. Church, 291.

Chapels, ibid. Meeting-houſes, ibid. Grammar

ſchool and alms-houſes, 292.

Saint Mary, chapel of, 291.

Murrow, hamlet of, ibid.

l/itcham, pariſh ot, 292.

JWitchford, pariſh of, 293.

IWoodbury, a manor in Gamlingay, 20o.

Woodcock, Elizabeth, enveloped in a ſnow drift,

nearly eight days and nights, and ſurvived,

219, 220.

IWood. Ditton. See Ditton.

JWood Edward, Eſq. his monument in Fulbourn

church, 198.

Worceſler, John Tiptoft, Earl of, his monument at

1.ly, 68, 188.

HWorſley, Thomas, his graveſtone in Wimpole

church, 79. -

Worts, William, account of his charities, 156, in

IValloons, a colony of, ſettled at Thorney, 267.

IWaltons park, 86.

l/alwynſ, a manor in Long-Stanton, 256.

JWarburton, a manor in Teverſham, 265.

l/ardy-hill, manor of, 172.

Waterbeach, pariſh of, 271-275.
the notew.

.2 H'raft.
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Wratſworth, a manor in Orwell, 243. 7 end, manor of, 217,

Wratting-Wºſ, pariſh of, 293, 294, 294,” 295 *

Z,

Y.

Zouches, in Fenny-Drayton, manor of, 179.

Telling, in Weſt-Wickham, manor-farm, 282. —in Fulbourn, 196,

•ºujºs
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Page 6 line 1, for Britiſh read Engliſh. 1. 14, 15, dele on all fides,

24

28

3O

32

49

53

54

6o

68

7o

71

I OO

I C I

I O2

2O I

2 i O

2 17

24o

259

267

269

28o

287

292

4, & 24, for Britany read Britanny.

note, (), for 1749, read 1764.

& p. 2co, i. 30, for John (Wilkieſon), read William.

18, for county read country.

26, for began read begun.

In the title of the plate, dele old part of.

In the title of the plate, for preſbytery read preſent choir.

32, for Baſingbourn read Baſingbourn.

1, for marmor read marmore.

23, & 1. 25, for Sir Thomas Peyton Knight read Thomas Peyton Eſq.

4, for Trumpington read Impington.

20, for Hacomblyn read Hacombleyn.

20, and p. 72, ... ult, for abbey read priory.

4, for 44 read 51.

23, for at the ſchools read in the arts ſchool.

1, for the lecturer in mineralogy read the Woodwardian profeſſor.

6, for North, read South.

22, for jeſuits, read friers de Penitentić jºſa Chriſti.

26, for new read two.

12, for ſeventeen read fixteen.

14, for three read two.

8, for Parker read Parkin.

10, for ten read nine.

11, for four read three,

9, for ſupientiae read ſapientiae.

27, for church read chapel.

33, 34, 35, for maſter read preſident.

1, dele Dr. before Joſeph Mede.

27, for built read founded.

1, for reverted read became forfeited to.

4, after north wall read of the ante-chapel.

6, for Garratt read Garrard.

Io, dele again.

22, for I 1 or read 1191.

19, for at read near.

10, for half read near. - -

11, for ſuppoſed to have been built out of the ruins read being part of the remains.

2, after Maſters of Arts read Bachelors of Laws and Phyſic.

14, for 15 read 16.

29, for the keep read the hill of the keep, and earth-works.

— in the note for 1826 read 1680.

1, for Weſt read South-Weſt.

24, after portraits add and other pićtures.

2, for Whitſun-Tueſday read Whit-Tueſday.

26, for perfecit read perficit.

4, for central read weſtern.

14, for Crabtree read Clamtre.

14, for Beſtborough read Beſsborough.

15, for Richard read Robert Rich.

22, for three read five,
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